


LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY • FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS • 20+ YEARS OF INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
With Approved Credit. Ask for details.

w w w . m i c k e y s h o r r . c o m

ROYAL OAK...........................248.398.7204
TROY......................................248.589.1910
WARREN................................586.979.8894
LIVONIA...............................734.425.4646
FARMINGTON HILLS...............248.473.8200
ROSEVILLE..............................586.777.8660
ST. CLAIR SHORES.................586.771.7620
PORT HURON.........................810.385.4880

CANTON.................................734.981.7770
KEEGO HARBOR......................248.682.1600
TAYLOR...................................734.946.4174
WATERFORD...........................248.673.4970
LINCOLN PARK.......................313.383.9434
GRAND RAPIDS.......................616.241.5897
PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS)...616.363.1106
DETROIT.................................313.526.3799

*Installation Offer includes normal installation with purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee of $4.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive labor and extensive materials fee extra. Prior sales not included. SALE ENDS 5/31/14. 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1967.MICKEY SHORR IS A MICHIGAN COMPANY.

MICKEY SHORR HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM - 5:30 PM. CLOSED SUNDAY

✦Bring in any competitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and we'll beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.

MO57

2.5” Amplifi ed 
Motorcycle Speakers

•Waterproof 
•Handle bar mount. 
MC300/7454

Mfg. List $89.95

$4995
PAIR

16 CONVENIENT MICHIGAN LOCATIONS!

Visit us on 
Facebook

Bring this ad to any Mickey Shorr to get 
HALF OFF INSTALLATION on Speakers & Amplifi ers*

*Installation discounts apply to purchases made at Mickey Shorr. May not be combined with any other promotional offers. 
Excludes Off-Premise installs. Prior sales excluded. Offer valid through 6/30/14.

INSTALLATION!50%
OFF

CUSTOM INSTALLATION! ALL MAKES & MODELS!

MOTORCYCLE AUDIO EXPERTS!

Automobiles • Marine • Motorcycles • Classic Cars • Recreational Vehicles 

$9995
Mfg. List $149.95

Digital Media PlayerDi i l MM di Pl

LIMITED TIME OFFERS!

•Works with Pandora 
•iPod/iPhone control. 
MVH-X360BT/2180

FRONT 
USB

 & AUX 
INPUT

We’ll 
Beat 
Any 

Deal!
✦

Compact 400 Watt 
4 Channel Amp

•Class D
•Speaker level input. 
KACM1804/1274

Mfg. List $199.95

$14995

Speaker Adapters
•Unique design accommodates 
multiple fairing styles in one 
SKU •Gasket and stainless 
screws included. SAHD656/7850

Harley Dash Kit
•High-Temp ABS mounting brackets with 
threaded brass inserts •Supports ISO mount-
ing for aftermarket stereos •Includes har-
ness with handlebar control. HD7000B/2548

Installation Accessories for Harley-Davidson
1996-13 FLHX/FLHT - 2006-13 Street Glide - 1998-13 RoadGlide/FLTR



 KEEP YOUR FEET HEALTHY FOR RIDING!
SORE FEET PODIATRY P.C.
FOR YOUR TOTAL FOOT AND ANKLE CARE

Biker Friendly and Biker Owned
•	Arthritis	&	Ingrown	Nails
•	Bone	&	Heel	Spurs
•	Bunions,	Corns	&	Calluses
•	Diabetic	&	Senior	Foot	Care
•	Flat	Feet	&	Arch	Pain
•	Fractures
•	Fungus	Nails	&	Infections
•	Hammertoes

•	Leg	Cramps	&	Heel	Pain
•	Numbness	&	Gout
•	Ankle	Sprains	&	Sports	Injuries
•	Ulcers	&	Wound	Care
•	Varicose	&	Spider	Vein	Treatments
•	Warts	On	Hands	&	Feet
•	Burning	&	Tingling	Feet
•	Circulation	&	Nerve	Problems

We	Accept	Medicare,	BCBS,	HAP,	BCN	&	Most	PPOs

DR.	STANLEY	B.	COHEN,	DPM	/	DR.	RANDY	H.	BERNSTEIN,	DPM

32432	Woodward	Ave.	/	Royal	Oak	/	248.549.3338
JUST	SOUTH	OF	14	MILE	ROAD	ACROSS	FROM	ART	VAN

7633	E.	Jefferson	Ave.	Suite	250	/	Detroit	/	313-821-3338
BEHIND	RIVERVIEW	HOSPITAL	COMPLEx

10986	Middlebelt	Road	/	Livonia	/	734-261-3400
1/4	MILE	SOUTH	OF	PLYMOUTH	ROAD

www. s o r e f e e t p o d i a t r y . c o m

THREE	METRO-DETROIT	LOCATIONS	TO	SERVE	YOU

We’ve got a bone to pick

Bone Heads BBQ
Historic

Willis

Come for the Food... Stay for the “ Spirits”!

Haughtily 
GOOD!

So GOOD
it’s Scary.

Happy HOur 
Tuesday All dAy

Wednesday-Friday 4-7pm
live JAzz Thursdays

Bikers 
Welcome

Spirits

734.461.9250
10256 Willis Rd. / Willis, mi
www.boneheadsinc.com
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model Ricky Hall / photographer Gary Bredeweg
bike Sandy Corley Raffle Bike

location Double JJ Ranch- Rothbury, MI

We Work on all Makes & Models
from oil changes to complete custom modifications

Chrome Wheel
 Exchange Program

CHROME 
HARLEY RIMS 
STARTING FROM 

$600.00 
EXCHANGE

In-House 
• DynoTuning

• Powder Coating

We do Insurance work pick up and delivery available

273 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti MI 48198
Office 734-480-3148
Fax 734-547-BIKE mon thru fri 

10am - 6pm 
sat appt onlywww.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jason Waechter, David McCallister “Possum”, Rusty Bongard, Steve Hollon, 
Brian “BMAN” McKay, Debra Wright, Billy D, Pam Schultz, Gary Bredeweg, 

Jean & Kirk Quenby, Jacqui Spicuzza, Dawn Ausema, Rebel Ron, 
Iron Cowboy TRO, TRMD-DE-DC, Dani Sparks, Douglas Miller, Pawel Wnek,

Gary Sternaman, Kristie Crisler, Mark Douglas, Michael Boursaw
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National Founders 
Toni McCoy Shearon & Brian Shearon

1528 Matlock Drive / Chapmansboro, TN  37035
Thunder Publishing, LLC Offices: 615-792-0040

e-mail:thunderroadsfounders@yahoo.com / www.thunderroadsmagazine.com

Spring Has Finally Sprung!
Welcome back warmer weather… we’ve missed you!  With that, the events are 
pouring in and there are many to choose from this month and many to mark your 
calendars for.  Check out the pull-out calendar for our advertisers events.  Also, 
get ready to ride, plan for the kick-off in June for the 1st Annual Michigan Thun-
der Run Ride n’ Win Contest!  This is a summer long contest (actually running 
from June until the end of October) where you can win prizes just for riding!  We 
will have the complete listing of where you can go to get your FREE Ride card as 
well as the places to check in for each month… all coming up in the June issue.  
We will give you a heads up as well prior to the kick-off on the Thunder Roads 
Michigan Facebook page.  Make sure to like us so you can keep up-to-date on 
this as well as each month’s entire list of many, many winners!  If you have a 
biker friendly establishment or a suggestion for one, please email me at Editor@
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com and we will check it out.
Want to join our team and become a representative for Thunder Roads Michi-
gan?  Only a couple territories left.  If you live in one of them and would like to 
get involved let me know (see left side of this page). 
If you haven’t checked out our Thunder Store make sure to do so by going to 
www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.  If you order a t-shirt or hoodie make sure 
to email me a picture and you might be featured showing your support in one of 
our Thunder Cams!  
Thank you to all our advertisers and to the entire Thunder Roads Team for mak-
ing Thunder Roads Michigan the #1 Free to Readers Motorcycle Magazine in 
Michigan.  When you pick up a copy each month please remember when you 
are looking to get a cool jacket, have a great meal, get your motorcycle tweaked 
or need some legal assistance to pick one of them as you know they have good 
taste and we recommend them!  
Last month the Biker Friendly character was on page 39.  On the cover picture 
shown for a subscription to Thunder Roads Michigan.  See if you can find him 
this month, see character you are looking for in the Biker Friendly Directory 
(much smaller version to find in each issue).  
Now for some “Mo” Advice: 
In the spirit & memory of Eric Mohowitsch:
You always used to say, “There’s no future in the past”.  It has been a 
year now my friend, my brother, a guardian angel now for us.
You are greatly missed!  Thank you for being larger than life and teaching 
us to live for today- full throttle, wide open. No regrets.

				      Jody Mohowitsch 

 Thunder Roads MAGAZINE Of Michigan 
Jody Mohowitsch 

P.O. Box 1782, Midland, MI 48641-1782
Office 989-486-8464 / Cell 989-615-5757 / Fax 866-678-2423

Jody@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Layout & Design ~ Barbara L. Garner / art director

Web design  ~ Kathleen Howell

ADVERTISING SALES / DISTRIBUTION
Muskegon & Surrounding Areas

Gary Bredeweg 616-437-6972 / Gary@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Grand Rapids & Surrounding Areas

Pamela Schultz 231-206-3920 / pamela@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Monroe / Plymouth / Novi / Dearborn / Livonia / Brighton / Howell / Warren

Debra Wright 313-218-5224 / debrathunderroads@yahoo.com
Lansing / Jackson / Battle Creek / Adrian & Surrounding Areas

Kirk & Jean Quenby 517-763-8118 / 517-763-8408
KirkJean@thunderroadsmichigan.com

Saginaw / Midland / Mt. Pleasant
Shirley Mohowitsch / 989-615-5757

Port Huron / Utica / Sterling Heights / Waterford & Surrounding Areas
Jacqui Spicuzza 248-670-6321 / jacqui_thunderroads@yahoo.com
Bay City / Akron / Caro / Flint / Lapeer / Frankenmuth / Tuscola 

“Billy D” 989-598-0644 / billyd@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Canton / Royal Oak / Ferndale & Downriver

Trish Pellerito  734-718-7899 / trish@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Kalamazoo / Benton Harbor & Surrounding Areas 

Dale Terry 269-548-7156 / dale@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Northern Michigan

TBD
REPRESENTATIVE WANTED FOR THE FOLLOWING AREAS

EMAIL JODY FOR MORE INFO
• Clare / Harrison / Gladwin / Standish

• West Branch / Tawas City / Oscoda / Grayling

© ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO PART OF ITS CONTENT MAY BE REPRODUCED WITH-
OUT WRITTEN PERMISSION. PUBLISHER ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY AND IS NOT 
TO BE HELD LIABLE FOR ERRORS BEYOND THE COST OF THE SPACE OCCUPIED 
BY THE ERROR, SLANDER OF ANY GROUP OR INDIVIDUAL, FAILURE TO PRODUCE 
ANY ISSUE AS SCHEDULED DUE TO REASONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL, ANY AND ALL 
SUITS FOR LIABLE, PLAGIARISM, COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT AND UNAUTHORIZED 
USE OF A PERSON’S NAME OR PHOTOGRAPH. OPINIONS AND CLAIMS MADE BY AD-
VERTISERS AND AUTHORS ARE THEIR OWN, AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT 
THE POLICY OF THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OR THUNDER PUBLISHING. PUBLISHER 
DOES NOT PROMOTE THE ABUSE OF ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS.

michigan

Presented by the Fremont Harley Owners Group and Friends of The Sandy Corley Memorial Run

PRIMITIVE CAMPING
Opens Wednesday at 12:00 Noon • $10.00 per person, per day (Wed. & Thurs. only).  
Must have event ticket for early camping or trailer drop-off.  No pets, adult party atmosphere. 

GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY AND SAVE! 
$50 in advance, $60 starting 6/12 at 10:00 pm. Includes: 2 nights of rustic camping on-site!  
Fireworks, Ride-In Bike Show, Field Events,  World Famous H.O.G. Auction, Self-Guided Tour  
through West Michigan, Forgotten Eagles® Beverage Tent. 

VENDOR INFO:
Keith Rollston: 231.519.1595  OR   
Gary Bredeweg:  616.437.6972 • hotadstrm@yahoo.com 

FOR EVENT TICKETS OR INFO:
Meridian Entertainment Group: 877-569-7767 • meridianconcerts.com
Sandy’s Harley-Davidson: 231.924.3020   

SANDYCORLEY.COM

$5 Raffle drawing for this bike held on Sat. June 14 
Event proceeds benefit the Sandy Corley  Memorial Run Fund  

at Mercy Health Johnson Family Cancer Center.

WIN!

Special Military Salute: Saturday at 7:30pm  •  No pets, adult party atmosphere  •  5 MPH inside campground
No vehicles without lights after dark  •  Must be a licensed driver to operate motorized vehicles

SANDY 
CORLEY 
MEMORIAL 
RUN

JUNE 12-14, 2014   •   DOUBLE JJ RESORT, ROTHBURY, MI 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
THURSDAY SHOW: 
Knockout Promotions 
MMA Cage Fights
FRIDAY NIGHT MUSIC: 
Saliva and Queensrÿche
SATURDAY NIGHT MUSIC: 
Quiet Riot & Northbound
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SFC Carl A. Bergman, U.S Army, and Michigan Army National Guard: put 
in 20+ years of Service for our great Country.
Carl has several Awards and Citations for his distinguished and meritori-
ous service while in Vietnam in 1968-69. Carl’s dad was an Army cook 
during WWII, and saw enough combat to get a Purple Heart and a 

Bronze Star. Carl’s grandfather joined the Navy at 15 during WWI, got kicked out for lying 
about his age, and later was in the Army AND the Air Force. This is quite the Military family!
One of Carl’s bikes, this one in particular, is a 1996 H.D. Dyna Wide Glide, it was custom 
painted by Kristie Crisler. Kristie did a fine job, with her excellent air-brush skills, in portraying 
the stories that Carl wanted told on this bike. Every part has a different story to it, and the only 
real way to get the stories straight, is to ask Carl himself. Some sections of the bike pertain to 
his own family, and others are about his Band of Brothers from VN, Cambodia, etc. 
Carl is very proud of his military achievements and of this bike.........Carl, YOU DA MAN!!!!  
We Salute You!

 by Gary Sternaman ~ photos by Kristie Crisler

00   April 24, 2014 • Click • Shop • Drive @ westMIwheels.com ___________________________________________________________________________

Freedom Cruise
West Michigan H June 25-29

Title 
Sponsor:

Support area veterans and meet the stars of the History 
Channel during Michigan’s largest ever Car/Bike Event!

www.freedomcruise.net
for a complete schedule of events visit:

Danny  
“The Count” 
Koker and  
Kevin Mack from 
Counting Cars

Rick and 
Kelly from 
American 

Restoration

Fugawis MC from  
We’re The 
Fugawis

• Motorcycle/Car Show
• Concerts
• Honor Rides
• More!

CLASSIC ROCK

white

291C

299C
299C

291C

286C

Also 
Sponsored 

by:

READERS 
RIDES

SFC Carl A. Bergman
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49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 • (248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

Monday 11am - 2am
Tuesday - Sunday 8am - 2am

bikini staff & pole dancers are back!
     Crazy Bike Nights 

thursdays
free
Bike

Wash
6-9

weather 
permitting

pole 
dancers 

9-11
STARTInG MAy 15th

Excell Cycles

Excell in your Riding Experience

10092 Colonial Industrial Drive • South Lyon, MI 48178
248 - 677- 6413 • excellcycles.com

hours  Tues-Fri 10-7 / Sat 10-3

paint
We offer 
Custom 

paint & powder 
Coating 

on all types 
of Vehicles

sErViCE
We do 

 service & repair 
on most atVs, 

Motorcycles and rVs 
as well as 

tractors & snowmobiles!

George “Soundman” Prenos
Owner & Tech

Dave “wheels” Peyton
Service manaGer

Bill “Broadhead” Trosin
PainT & POwDercOaTinG

• Pancake Breakfast and Registration 8:00am to 10:00am
• Kickstands up at 10:00am
• Wall raising ceremony at 2:30pm
• Live Auction 3:30pm - open to all
• $25 per rider, $15 per passenger includes lunch, special   
    bike run prizes, and raffles
• $15 non-riders - Includes lunch and raffles
• Open to all ages
• 3D Zombie Airsoft shoot with prizes all day. Special      
   Raffles and shoots all week long and the wall will be on   
   display as well.
• Lunch, raffles, and Live Auction are rain or shine events

Look for us in your community:
Overisel / 142nd Ave / 10:15am
Holland / Boatwerks / 10:40 - 11:15am
Saugatuck / Bluestar Hwy / 11:45am
Fennville / VFW / 12:00 - 12:45pm
Hopkins / 128th / 1:10pm
Wayland / Uccello’s / 1:25 - 2:10pm
Dorr / 142nd Ave / 2:20pm
Centershot Gun Range / Ceremonies / 2:30pm 

• GUN RAFFLES • LIVE AUCTION • 
• BIKE SHOW • SPECIAL SHOOTS •

All proceeds go to Quest Ministries, sending local Purple Heart veterans and special needs children on an all inclusive 
whitetail hunt at the Legends Ranch in Bitely, MI.

Any questions or donations please contact Chad Miller @ 616-502-3199 or Janet Miller @ 616-502-3068
or visit www.centershotgunrange.com

SATURDAY JUNE 21, 2014
Please join us for a ride that is sure to make an impact, as we escort the 

to Centershot Gun Range in Dorr, MI.
Come honor and pay respects to Michigan’s Fallen Heros.

MICHIGAN MILITARY 
MEMORIAL WALL

We now offer Airbrushing classes! Sign up through our website or contact us toll-free *855-747-4321 

New classes starting every eight weeks! 
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Is it Warm Yet?
I never did end up going to Florida after all in March.  I had to stay and deal with 
the insurance company etc after a fire at my house.  Oh well, stuff happens.  
Speaking of Florida:
Florida In-State Tuition for Veterans
Warm weather is not the only reason military veterans may decide to head to 
Florida. The state will now waive out-of-state tuition fees for veterans.  The Florida 
G.I. Bill eliminates out-of-state tuition fees for honorably discharged veterans.   
The new law, which won unanimous support in the state legislature in March, will 
cost an estimated $11.5 million annually, according to state officials.
The federal post 9-11 G.I. bill obligates the Department of Veterans Affairs to cover 
in-state tuition for all military veterans within a 15-year period of their retiring from 
the service. The new measure in Florida means veterans who are not residents of 
the state will no longer have to pay the out-of-state difference in tuition, so there 
will be no out-of-pocket tuition costs for veterans.

Veteran Seeks to Open Military Stores to All Who Served
Thales Newsome of Orangeburg spent a decade in the military, with 13 months 
fighting in Vietnam.
Having put his life on the line for his country, he said he was shocked by what 
he experienced when he went shopping at the Fort Jackson military base earlier 
this year.
“I went to the Army base to buy some military items,” Newsome said. “When I 
went to the cashier, she asked for my military identification card. I showed her my 
veteran’s card and my driver’s license.”
 “She needed to see a current military card,” he said. “I informed her that I am a 
combat veteran and spent ten years in the military. She told me that was not good 
enough and that I was not authorized to shop there.”
That prompted Newsome to begin collecting signatures on a petition to allow all 
veterans to shop at military installations.  Newsome received 200 signatures, 
which were sent to U.S. Congressman James Clyburn last month and is now 
working on obtaining another 200 signatures to be sent to President Barack 
Obama.
The DeCA notes that commissaries provide veterans an average cost savings of 
more than 30 percent compared to shopping at a civilian grocery store.

Sheriff Joe Introduces Segregated Veterans’ Unit in Arizona Jail
Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio has introduced a new jail unit specifically for 
inmates who served in the military, joining eight other jail units under his jurisdic-
tion in Phoenix, Arizona.
“They fought for our country. The least we can do is help them. When some came 
back, some had mental problems. We have drug prevention programs, alcohol-
ism,” said Arpaio.
He hopes segregating the veterans will help keep them on the right track.  “I 
served in the military in the Korean War, so I have a bond with these guys. I want 
to see them succeed,” said Arpaio.
The cell blocks in the veterans’ unit are painted red, white and blue. Flags from all 
branches of the military hang from the ceiling, and military themes adorn the walls.  
The unit is home to 250 veterans, the majority from Maricopa County’s Durango 
Jail, which houses over 2,200 general population male inmates.
Inmate Touche Jamar Pouncey is an Operation Desert Storm/Desert Shield vet-
eran. He is currently in jail for probation violation, and admits transitioning back 

VETERANS 
     CORNER

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

to civilian life was a challenge.  “I’ve seen decapitations; I’ve seen people burned 
up. I’ve seen a lot of things that affected my brain and why I do the things that I 
do now,” Pouncey said.
Maricopa County Jail provides special services to the veteran inmates suffering 
from PTSD, such as psychological attention and job training.  Special treatment 
programs are not the only benefits. Inmates in the veterans’ unit do not see the 
gang wars that dominate the jail’s general population.  “Where we’ve come from 
and what we’ve experienced throughout the military is camaraderie. It’s deeper 
than what your race is. Being here is a blessing because we don’t have to deal 
with the constant violence,” said Pouncey.

Veterans Fly American Flags for 1st Time in 14 Years at Hart Plaza
A group of U.S. war veterans gathered today at Hart Plaza on Detroit’s riverfront, 
where they returned large American flags to poles that had been bare for 14 years.
With a tall ladder amid falling snow, the veterans raised each of five 10-by-15-foot 
flags on their newly restored poles near Jefferson Avenue. Then they sang “God 
Bless America.” 
A $60,000 fund-raiser is under way to bring to 20 the number of bright, bold, new 
American flags flying in the plaza by Flag Day on June 14. 

David McCallister “Possum”
Retired AF MSgt computer tech. 
Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan, 
Boerfink MTK Germany, 
RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK

At times over the last few years I catch myself thinking about 
two parents that I have never met but that have become very 
much a part of my prayers. I wonder what each day in their 

lives must be like. I think the not knowing would drive me half crazy. 
Of course I’m talking about Jani and Robert Bergdahl. They are the 
parents of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl the only American being held cap-
tive in the Afghanistan conflict. I have three sons of my own and it 
was hard to sleep when they would come home a little late as they 
were growing up. It’s hard to think about what these two parents 
have been going through for the last 4 ½ years.

First we need to remember that Bowe is not the only missing Ameri-
can. He is the only missing soldier from the current conflict. I think 
most of you know where I stand on this subject. If there is ever 
one American missing it is one too many. WE MUST NEVER LEAVE 
ONE BEHIND! When someone joins out military they do so to de-
fend our freedom. It seems that the least we can do as a people is 
to make sure they come home. There is no flag I have ever seen that 
moves me the way the POW/MIA flag does. As most of you know 
I wear a doo rag almost everyday. It is not an accident that most of 
them have to do with our POW/MIA. We must not let this issue be 
swept under some political rug. We as a people must demand that 
our politicians bring our soldiers home. Every Tuesday for the last 
three years I have shared on my Facebook page Bring Bowe home. 
I never thought it would still have to be shared almost 5 years after 
he was captured. I ride with some friends and we decided to get 
some of the Vietnam POW/MIA bracelets only this time with Bowe 
Bergdahl on them and wear them until he comes home. I had no 
clue it would be on still. I wear it with honor and hope his parents 
know they are not alone.

Sgt. Bergdahl was born March 26, 1986 in Sun Valley Idaho. Bowe 
was assigned to the 501st Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 25th Infantry Division based at Fort Richardson, Alaska. He 
went missing on June30, 2009 in South East Afghanistan near the 
Pakistan border. He is believed to be held by the Haqqani network 
an insurgent group affiliated with the Taliban somewhere in Paki-
stan. There have been a few videos where he has been seen alive. 
The latest was dated Dec.14, 2013 and in the video he talks about 
the death of Nelson Mandela proving that the video was filmed 
recently. There are also reports out there that ay that he was drunk 
when captured or that he joined the Taliban. Most of the reports 
have been denied by the Dept. of Defense. I don’t care about the 
circumstances. BRING HIM HOME and we can sort all the rest out.

In closing I just think that we need to treat our soldiers better. They 
have no problem signing a blank check to the American people. 
When we stop taking care of the ones that defend our freedom we 
lose the part of us that makes us Americans. Bowes parents watched 
him leave for military service with the belief that one way or another 
he would come home someday. We need to keep that promise to 
them. Because like I said at the beginning WHAT IF IT WERE 
YOUR SON…?

– Courtesy Thunder Roads MD-DE-DC

If He was 
your son…

Robert and Jani Bergdahl, 
parents of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl

Bergdahl, of Hailey, 
Idaho, as last seen in 
a video released in De-
cember 2013, footage 
seen as “proof of life” 
demanded by the U.S. 

Image of Sgt. Bergdahl seen in video next to a senior of-
ficial in the al-Qaida-linked Haqqani network in Paktika 
province in Afghanistan.

USA PFC Bowe Bergdahl
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BIKER FRIENDLY HOTEL! 

BEER 

BEDS 

$59.00 RATE BANDS 
Standard Room  

Breakfast for two 
When you show your cycle endorsement! 

Offer based on availability, black out dates may apply. 

MIDLAND RESORT 
1500 W. Wackerly Street  

Midland, MI  
989-631-4220 

www.midlandresorthotel.com 
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Motorcycle season is finally underway, and during the month of 
May we recognize Motorcycle Awareness Month. This month is a 
chance to celebrate all things motorcycling and to promote aware-
ness among all drivers by encouraging them to watch for motor-
cycles. Over the years I’ve helped a lot of injured bikers with their 
motorcycle crash cases, and I wanted to share three important 
things Michigan riders can do to help protect themselves and other 
bikers during this motorcycle season.

Get endorsed: In Michigan, a motorcycle endorsement (CY) is 
required in order to ride on the roads legally. Having a CY en-
dorsement means you have passed a vision test and a written test 
at a Secretary of State office, you have passed a rider skills test 
or completed a certified motorcycle safety course, and that you 
have brought proof of having done these things to the Secretary of 
State’s office to get your endorsement. 

Getting a motorcycle endorsement in Michigan isn’t expensive; the 
initial cost is less than $15, and renewals are only $5. It’s worth 
it: riders who are pulled over without one could be fined and may 
have points added to their driver’s license. Legal benefits aside, 
motorcyclists who get their CY endorsement will be able to apply 
the skills and lessons they learn from their experience.

Get insured: As The Motorcycle Lawyer, I can’t emphasize enough 
how important it is to have proper insurance on your motorcycle. 
Without insurance, you can be left high and dry if you put your bike 
down or if something happens to you; the risks of riding without 
proper insurance far outweigh the costs to insure yourself and your 
bike.

In Michigan, the bare minimum insurance for motorcyclists is to 
have bodily injury coverage. Without it, you’re not riding legal. In 
my opinion, you should also have uninsured and under-insured 
motorist coverage. These compensate you for your injuries if the 
negligent driver has no insurance or too little insurance. I always 
recommend carrying a medical or health insurance policy as well; 
call it a “backup plan.”  No Fault only pays the medical bills when a 
“motor vehicle” is involved.  Without this backup you could be stuck 
with the medical bills if you go down because of something like 
loose gravel, a pothole, an animal, or another motorcyclist.

In Michigan, wearing a helmet is the motorcyclist’s choice. If you 
plan to ride without a helmet, you also need to have at least $20K 
in First Party Medical Benefits coverage for yourself, and any pas-
senger, over the age of 21, who plans to ride without a helmet must 
also have $20K as well. Collision coverage will pay to fix your bike 
if it is damaged in a crash, and accessories coverage will cover 
repair or replacement costs if you have any custom work or acces-
sories on your bike. 

You know the expression, “dress for the crash, not the ride”? I al-
ways tell people that insurance is protection, and you can never be 
over-insured. Insure yourself and your bike for the crash so you can 
enjoy the ride without worry. 

Spread the word: There’s only so much motorcyclists can do to 
protect themselves while out on the road. Obviously, how we ride 
matters, as does getting endorsed and being properly insured. At 
the end of the day, though, a big part of rider safety is ensuring that 
car and truck drivers are aware of motorcycles and share the road. 
Without driver awareness, it’s almost impossible for motorcyclists 
to ride safely. That’s why motorcycle awareness campaigns are so 
important. My office has spent a lot of time and energy creating a 
Watch for Motorcycles campaign that involves billboards, bumper 
stickers, and driver education to remind people to be hyper-vigilant 
when they get behind the wheel of their cars. 

In my opinion, every motorcyclist in Michigan needs to be actively 
involved in promoting motorcycle awareness; tell your friends, get 
a bumper sticker for your car or truck and a sign for your lawn, and 
use social media to spread the word. Remind drivers that motor-
cyclists are everywhere. Tell them that motorcycles are harder to 
see than larger vehicles, so they should look twice. Let them know 
that most motorcycle-car crashes happen at intersections, when 
a car turns left directly in front of a biker. Motorcycle awareness 
campaigns don’t work if nobody hears about them.

This Motorcycle Awareness Month, get endorsed, get insured, 
spread the word: let’s do everything we can to protect ourselves on 
the road, and help ensure a better riding season for all.

Attorney Jason A. Waechter 
is a Michigan attorney special-
izing in the areas of motor-
cycle and motor vehicle injury 
litigation as well as Michigan’s 
Motor Vehicle No - Fault Law. 
Mr. Waechter has collected 
millions of dollars in settle-
ments, awards and verdicts 
for his motorcycle clients over 
the past 20 years. A portion 
of each case settled goes to 
educational resources for bik-
ers, funds to help bikers while 
their cases are being litigated 
and our motorcycle accident 
prevention campaign.  

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll free at 1-877-BIKER LAW. 
Or visit www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW
Get Endorsed. Get Insured. Spread the Word. 

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month
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Due to the current financial situation caused by the slowdown in the 
economy, the Government has decided to implement a scheme to put 
workers of 60 years of age and above on early, mandatory retirement, thus 
creating jobs and reducing unemployment.
This scheme will be known as RAPE (Retire Aged People Early).
Persons selected to be RAPED can apply to the Government to be 
considered for the SHAFT program (Special Help After Forced Termination).
Persons who have been RAPED and  SHAFTED will be reviewed under the 
SCREW program (System Covering Retired-Early Workers).
A person may be RAPED once, SHAFTED twice and SCREWED  as many 
times as the Government deems appropriate.
Persons who have been RAPED could get AIDS (Additional Income for 
Dependents & Spouse) or  HERPES (Half Earnings for Retired Personnel 
Early Severance).
Obviously persons who have AIDS or HERPES will not be SHAFTED or 
SCREWED any further by the Government.
Persons who are not RAPED and are staying on will receive as much CHIT 
(Challenged High Intensity Training) as possible. The Government has 
always prided themselves on the amount of CHIT they give our citizens.
Should you feel that you do not receive enough CHIT, please bring this to 
the attention of your MP, who has been trained to give you all the CHIT you 
can personally handle.
Sincerely & Dutifully, 
The Committee for Economic Value of Individual Lives aka  (E.V.I.L.)
P.S. - Due to recent budget cuts and the rising cost of electricity, gas and 
oil, as well as current market conditions; The Light at the End of the Tunnel 
has now been turned off.         
*Updates to follow. 

Lanny was in his back yard trying to launch a kite.
He threw the kite up in the air, the wind would catch it for a few seconds, 
then, it would come crashing back down to Earth.
He tried this a few more times with no success. 
All the while, my wife, Deb, is watching from the kitchen window, muttering 
to herself how men need to be tutored on how to do most everything.
She opens the window and yelled out; ‘Hey, you need a piece of tail.’
Lanny turned with a confused look on his face and yelled back, ‘Make up 
your damn mind. 
Last night you told me to go fly a kite!’

Back on January 1st, a group of Nashville, Tennessee bikers were riding 
down Highway 49 when they saw a girl about to jump off the Cumberland 
River Bridge.
So, naturally, they stopped.
Lion Head; their leader, a big burly man of 53, gets off his Harley, walks 
through a group of gawkers, past the State Trooper who was trying to talk 
her down off the railing, and says, “Hey Baby.....whatcha doin’ up there on 
that railin’?”
She says tearfully, “I’m going to jump and commit suicide! (even though 
the fall would damn sure sting when she hit the water, it would not kill her). 
While Lion Head didn’t want to appear “sensitive,” he also didn’t want to 
miss this “be-a-legend” opportunity either so he asked .....”Well, before 
you jump, Sugar-Britches...why don’t you give ole Lion Head here your 
best last kiss?”
So, with no hesitation at all, she leaned back over the railing and did just 
that ... and it was a long, deep, lingering kiss followed immediately by 
another even better one.
After they breathlessly finished, Lion Head gets a big thumbs-up approval 
from his biker-buddies, the onlookers, and even the State Trooper, and 
then says, “Wow! That was the best kiss I have ever had, Doll-Face!  That’s 
a real talent you’re wasting, Sugar Britches. You could be famous if you 
rode with me. We’ll call you the “Lioness”. Why the hell are you committing 
suicide?”
“My lame-ass parents don’t like me dressing up like a girl.”
*  It’s still unclear today whether “Sugar Britches” jumped or was slightly 
pushed!

Of all the blonde jokes, this one has to be one of the best -- because it 
makes football make sense!
A guy took his blonde girlfriend to her first football game. They had great 
seats right behind their team’s bench. After the game, he asked her how 
she liked it.
“Oh, I really liked it,” she replied, “especially the tight pants and all the big 
muscles, but I just couldn’t understand why they were killing each other 
over 25 cents.”
Dumbfounded, her boyfriend asked, “What do you mean?”
“Well, they flipped a coin, one team got it and then for the rest of the 
game, all they kept screaming was...........’Get the quarterback! Get the 
quarterback!’
I’m like...Helloooooo?   It’s only 25 cents !!



Saturday & Sunday
July 12th & 13th

13th annual 
niles Burn run

Join us Saturday the 12th 10am-10pm 
when we shut down Downtown niles Mi!

Bike Show ~ Food ~ live BandS  
ride on 13th 

Police, Fire & eMs escorted
Regisistration 9am ~ Ride leaves at 11am

$20 Bike / $30 with Rider iF PRe-RegisteReD By June 24 
AFteR the 24th $25 Bike / $35 with Rider 

For more info
Visit website www.nilesburnrun.com 

or Facebook or twitter

Saturday May 17th
3rd annual 

Great lakes Burn Camp Challenge
Presented by gwRRA of Mi Chapter “J” 

City PARking lot, Jackson Mi 
Registration 11am 

$10 per Person
prizeS, Food & Fun!  

For more info contact
Gary 517-262-0896 or tom 517-262-1162 

or email spankyncarol@juno.com

Saturday June 21St
nozzleman 

Meet at BRighton hARley-DAViDson® 
Registration 10:30am until noon

$20 Bike / $30 with Rider
For more info go to 

www.nozzlemenmc.com

Saturday auGuSt 9th
escort the kids to 

Great lakes Burn Camp
Meet at wings stADiuM

3600 Vanrick Drive (sprinkle Road), kalamazoo Mi 
Registration 10am-12:30pm ~ Ride leaves 1pm

prizeS ~ Food ~ 50/50 
For more info contact 
Bill 517-206-1115

all proCeedS Go to a Burn CaMp For kidS 
operated By the Great lakeS Burn CaMp

Sunday June 29th
texas Coral Back yard BBq ride 

5519 w. main st, kalamazoo Mi 49009
Registration 9 am ~ Ride leaves at 11 am

$25 Bike / $40 with Rider
For more info contact

randy at 269-270-8487

• Parts and Accessories

269-201-7120 • 365 N. MAIN ST. • WATERVLIET MI

HOURS:
CLOSED MON & TUES

WED & THURS 4 PM- 2 AM
FRI - SAT - SUN NOON- 2 AM

From Burgers to Prime Rib
we cook “homemade” fresh!

Homemade Fresh Pizza
BBQ at its best

Watervliet Michigan - Home of haWgsville saloon

like us on

Wednesday
50 cent Wing nigHt  & 1/2 oFF Bottles oF Wine 

tHuRsday
“ladies” Bike nigHt

kaRaoke / HaPPy HouR all night for ladies
great Food - Pizza specials

live enteRtainment FRiday & satuRday
may schedule

2nd & 3Rd special guest BoB segaR tRiBute Band
9tH & 10tH acme Box & cRate Band classic rock

16tH & 17tH lazeR ligHt kaRaoke on rock star stage with bear

23Rd classic Rock tba

24tH jaRod knox country’s finest

30tH & 31st sPecial guest classic rock

sunday 
10Ft Big scReen tv nascaR & Big scReen sPoRts - $1 drafts

satuRday july 5tH 8am-3 Pm 
Bike & classic caR sHoW

all proceeds go to michigan veterans
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Thunder Roads Michigan 
is proud to announce that this summer; we 
will be introducing a state-wide, summer-
long riding challenge hitting the coolest 
riding destinations and events across the 
state – The 2014 Michigan Thunder Run!  
This is a riding challenge like no-other and 
features great prizes every month!  

The Way it Works
Each month Thunder Roads Michigan will 
announce a list of Thunder Run Stops each 
month.  These stops are selected based 
upon the recommendations of our readers 
and confirmed by our editors.  Riders can 
then hit these locations and present their 
Rider Cards in order to register at each 
stop.  
Once a Rider has registered at the stop - 
their Card number is then entered into the 
drawing for that stop.  Thunder Roads 
Michigan will then select rider checks-ins 
randomly each month from across the state 
for special prizes and incentives.  
Prizes are developed by both Thunder 
Roads Michigan and our sponsors - allow-
ing for some exciting options.  They may 
include stays at exciting stops, riding gear 
or accessories, gift certificates, cash, and 
even the opportunity to win a motorcycle!

The beauty and simplicity of this program 
is that anyone can win with any check-in, 
but your chances of winning are increased 
by the amount you ride!  The dedicated 
rider trekking across the state has a 
greater chance of accumulating prizes - 
but the couple that can only get out a few 
days a month to ride can also win!  Every 
check-in counts as an entry in the “draw-
ing” - so if you hit 40 stops in a month, you 
have twice as many chances of winning as 
someone that only hits 20.  The more you 
ride - the more opportunities you will have 
to win!  That’s the whole idea - to encour-
age everyone to get out and ride!

State and Stop Prizes
Every month the TRMI staff will randomly 
select winners from the check-ins.  Some 
prizes will be specific to the particular 
stop - and usually sponsored by that stop.  
For instance, a leather shop may award 
a custom leather vest to someone visit-
ing their store during the month of June.  
That would be a prize specific to that stop 
and only riders checking in at that loca-
tion would be eligible for that prize.  Other 
prizes will be state wide, with everyone 
checking in at any location eligible to win!

presented by Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan
 &  Rider Insurance  www.Rider.com

continued on next page

No credit checks
No surcharge for violations

No penalty for minor accidents
no hassle customer service

 

Nothing but
low COST insurance
for RIDERS BY RIDERS

Let us prove it. get a quote today!
Visit Rider.com/savings 
 or call 1(800)701-4942

Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland,  
Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania,  

Virginia and West Virginia
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Thunder Roads Michigan will also be working with charities and various non-
profit events to include them in the Run schedule as well.  This will be an easy 
means of encouraging participation and attracting riders from outside the local 
communities.  In many cases, we will have specific prize drawings for those at 
these events.
The Ride Cards will allow participants to easily and safely check in at all stops.  
Some Thunder Roads Michigan Sponsors will also be offering discounts to 
readers that present the cards.  Thunder Roads Michigan will be listing special 
discounts and offers in the magazine throughout the year as an added value to 
readers and means of encouraging our partners to offer these extra savings.
PLEASE NOTE: Once you have received your MICHIGAN RIDE CARD, you will 
not be asked to provide personal information or emails at any location for check-
in.  You simply enter your ride card number!
One key aspect of the MTR is that we will be limiting the number of stops to a rea-
sonable amount each month.  We are NOT simply adding anyone willing to write 
a check.  We will be considering stops recommended by our readers and editors, 
and we will only select those that offer a legitimate interest to riders – making them 
worth the ride to visit.  We are not hosting the run as simply a means of support-
ing the magazine, but as a fun way to promote partners and cool destinations all 
across the state.
This is not simply a “Chinese fire drill” or mad-dash across the state.  This is 
a Ride program.  It is meant to be a means for readers to discover new riding 
destinations and enjoy the ride there.  In fact, we have designed the program to 
encourage folks to break out of their local routes and trek to the furthest corners 
of the state.  

Just Get Out and RIDE!

One of the really exciting aspects of the program is that the Michigan Thunder Run 
can be modified and added to throughout the summer – if not the entire year.  We 
will be adding and dropping stops each month.  Readers will be able to nominate 
stops, we’ll investigate them, and if we agree that it’s a suitable stop – they’ll be 
invited to join the run.  Some stops will only run a few months – and possibly not 
consecutive.  A cool winery in Traverse City might be a stop early in the season, 
and then we bring them back during the harvest season!   We can also modify the 
run if it turns out that something just isn’t working.
We want to keep things exciting for you – the readers and riders on the run.  We’re 
bikers and it’s all about the ride.  We want to help create fun experiences for you 
and share some cool spots in our state.  And we want to discover new spots as 
well, which is why we are encouraging everyone to nominate their favorite riding 
destinations.   Again this is not simply a sales tool for us or meant to subsidize the 
magazine!  We have designed this run to entertain and challenge our readers – as 
well as promote our partners.

As with the magazine itself, the Michigan Thunder Run is presented through the 
support of our sponsors and partners all across the state.  We have secured sev-
eral key sponsorships already, but opportunities remain.  If your business would 
like to get involved, this is a great way to promote yourself all across the state 
in a positive manner.  Even if your organization is not a riding destination you 
might become a sponsor for the tremendous promotional value it offers through 
the constant media attention it will receive.  Obviously this will be a heavy focus 
within the magazine but we are also working with radio and other media outlets 
to help spread awareness of the run.  Sponsors are able to tap into this network 
and enjoy great exposure.
We also have a number of unique opportunities for branding - including being fea-
tured on contest motorcycles, jackets, shirts, and other opportunities.  The exact 
number and nature of these options will be determined as details are finalized and 
as the promotion develops over the summer.  Sponsors will ALWAYS have first 
priority in these placements.
Sponsors will also have the opportunity to team up with Thunder Roads Michi-
gan to help promote various charity events across the state.  The Michigan Thun-
der Run is a great vehicle to help promote non-profit events in communities all 
across the state.  With the support of regional and state-wide sponsors – Thunder 
Roads Michigan can help promote these community events to a larger audience.  
Thunder Roads Michigan is involved in countless charitable events all across 
the state already – but with the support of our sponsors, we will be able to assist 
even more.  Partners can assist in the sponsorship of specific events, areas of 
concern (such as breast cancer, child abuse, or animal shelters), or other specific 
areas.

For more information on sponsorship, please email us at 
MichiganThunderRunRide@gmail.com 

Of course one of the key components in this whole program, second only to the 
riders themselves, is the stops.  The Thunder Roads Michigan team has spent a 
lot of time collecting nominations and researching stops for the Run; but there are 
undoubtedly plenty of more stops out there.  If you have a venue or event that you 
would like to get involved in the run, please don’t hesitate to let us know about it.  
If it’s your place, we will get in touch shortly with more information on the run and 
what’s involved.  If you are recommending a spot for someone else – we will reach 
out to them and let them know they have been nominated.   If you can suggest a 
contact person, that can help expedite the process.  You can send information to 
MichiganThunderRunRide@gmail.com 
The 2014 Michigan Thunder Run will begin in June, with all necessary information 
and additional details in each month’s issue of Thunder Roads Michigan.  We 
will also have a complete listing on our website – ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 
and our Facebook pages.  We will include a listing of registration stops – including 
a wide variety of events in June; including Bike Nights, Bike Blessings, and rides.

The RIDE kicks off in June!
As we mentioned, this is a dynamic event – intended to be tweaked and devel-
oped over time.  If you have ideas, suggestions, or concerns – please don’t hesi-
tate to let us know.  You can email us at MichiganThunderRunRide@gmail.com 

The Winners
If your check-in is drawn, Thunder Roads Michigan will post your card number 
both online and in the magazine.  Riders will then have at least 45 days to “claim” 
their prizes.  For state-wide prizes, winners will often have the opportunity to se-
lect from a number of prize options.  For instance, a rider might have the option of 
winning a Rally Package that includes accommodations and extras for attending 
the particular Rally.  If that rider isn’t able to take advantage of that prize - they 
might opt for a Premium Leather Jacket instead.    

•	 Riders are able to win multiple prizes - based upon the drawing of their 
check-in.

•	 Some prize drawings are specific to only check-ins for the particular 
month - while others prizes are drawn from check-in’s season long.

•	 ALL CHECK-INS remain in the system for end of the season prizes!
•	 Riders are able to check-in once a week at a stop (Monday-Sunday), for 

a maximum of 4 check-in’s per month (not counting bonuses).

BONUS Check-ins!
The 2014 Michigan Thunder Run is supported by our sponsors, so we want to 
encourage everyone to support them in turn.  For that reason, we will issue a 
BONUS CHECK-IN to riders spending $10 or more at the stop.  The bonus criteria 
may be adjusted at some stops to accommodate riders or particulars of that stop.  
Specifics of each stop will be listed each month in Thunder Roads Michigan as 
part of the Stop Listing.

It’s really that simple!
1.	Get your Michigan Ride Card.
2.	Get the list of stops each month from your Thunder Roads Michigan 

Magazine’s website (ThunderRoadsMichigan.com), or Facebook.
3.	Ride out to these stops and show them your card.
4.	And then you win cool prizes, including cold hard CASH!

The first step will be for riders to register for their Thunder Roads Michigan Ride 
Cards.  A number of select locations will serve as Registration Centers.  Riders 
can easily register at these points – free of charge.  They will then receive their 
Ride Cards. 
Thunder Roads Michigan will also be registering riders for Ride Cards at spe-
cific events throughout the year as we distribute magazines.  Key events, such 
as Bikes on the Bricks or Bike Nights will have special booth for Ride Card reg-
istrations.  In most cases, we will be offering special incentives both for those 
registering for the cards and those checking in with their previously issued cards 
at these stops.  
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The Good Ol’ Days

“Moe”, Dennis, My Father, My Friend

It is because of you that I am the person I am today and have a passion for 

motorcycles that runs deep in my veins.  It is because of you I strive to be the best I 

can be and do so with dignity and compassion.  You are the greatest man I have ever 

known and I miss you every day.  Thank you dad for every lesson and every moment 

I was able to spend with you here until you became an angel with eagle wings.  	

						     Jody Mohowitsch aka “Jody Mo”
michigan

“Moe”
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49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

patio perks
1st Beer 50 cents 

with purchase off BBq Menu
1 -5 pm

sundays 
destination ride
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Thunder 
Fun

Jody“Mo’s”

Inspiration 
Never tell people how to do things.  Tell them what to do and they 
will surprise you with their ingenuity.. ~ George Patton

He who has never learned to obey cannot be a good commander. 
 ~ Aristotle

Happy are those who dream dreams and are ready to pay the price 
to make them come true. ~ Leon J. Suenes

One way to get the most out of life is to look upon it as an 
adventure.  ~ William Feather

Riddles 
A. Throw away the outside and cook the inside, then eat the outside 
and throw away the inside. What is it?

B. What word becomes shorter when you add two letters to it?

C. What travels around the world but stays in one spot?

D. What occurs once in a minute, twice in a moment and never in 
one thousand years?

(Answers below)

Fun Facts 
A person cannot taste food unless it is mixed with saliva. For 
example, if strong-tasting substance like salt is placed on a dry 
tongue, the taste buds will not be able to taste it. As soon as a drop 
of saliva is added and the salt is dissolved however, a definite taste 
sensation results. This is true for all foods. Try it!

The average person falls asleep in seven minutes.

Starfish don’t have brains.

The longest recorded flight of a chicken is thirteen seconds.

Snails can sleep for 3 years without eating

Answers:  A). Corn on the cob B).  Short C). A Stamp D). The letter M

TriniTy riders
A Chapter of the Christian Motorcyclists Association

Come join us! 
Ride for Jesus!

Meet at Ponderosa ~ 2861 Wilder rd. • Bay City, MI

* First Monday oF every Month
6pm eat / 7pm Meeting. Visitors Welcome.

call 810-252-2427 or email longboyd52@comcast.net

Rates as low as 2.99%
extended terms available
Finance/Refinance from anywhere in Michigan
oldie But Goodie specials for 2005 & older

auto Financing/Refinancing also available

Rates as low as 1.89%

MeMBeRship RequiReMents apply

Call us today at 855.253.1200    www.chiefonline.com/thunder
mention you saw our ad in 

Thunder roads

2185 s. meridian rd • midland mi
989.835.3573

BAR & GRILL

pool • darts • horse shoes • patio

bike night☛☛
every thursday at 6 pm

live music
biker specials

like us on

MY ALIBI
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Saturday May 17th 

   

 6th Annual  
Biker Blessing 

followed by: 
The Matthew Brotherton Memorial Cancer Ride 

benefiting the Ride for Kids 
Registration opens at 9am Blessing at 12 Noon 

Merriman Road Baptist Church 
2055 Merriman Rd. Garden City, MI 

Free food, free bike wash, music, Bike Show, prizes 
Vendors, chance to win a HD T.V. 

Everyone welcome no matter what you ride 
for more info go to: www.mrbcfaithriders.webs.com 
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foxpowersports.com

Tech Tips
After one of the coldest winters on record, even some of the most 

hard core Midwest riders have left their bikes sitting for an extended 
period of time.  “Sitting” is pretty much the worst thing possible for 
a motorcycle – especially if left unprepared for the lack of activity.  
In most cases, the biggest challenge will be your old fuel – if not 
properly treated with a stabilizer.  While this has always been an 
issue – the standard use of Ethanol in our fuel makes things even 
worse.

Condensation can also build up in the tank and possibly get water 
in the gas and carburetor.  This can especially be a problem if the tank 
was left less than full or if the temperature went up and down a lot over 
the winter.  You should ALWAYS fill up your tank with treated fuel before 
storing or leaving your bike to sit.  
Of course, we don’t always plan on 
leaving our rides parked for extended 
periods – so old fuel is often an issue 
we must consider.

As gas gets old, it breaks down 
and turns into a varnish form, the 
last thing you want to do is try to 
start the motorcycle, otherwise it will try to draw all that solid varnish 
material into the idle and main jets, and clog them up so bad that 
the motorcycle will hardly idle or won’t even run until you clean them 
out.

It is almost impossible to empty all of the fuel from any engine system 
so there is always old fuel somewhere in any fuel system.  Straight 
gasoline starts to deteriorate around 30-60 days and ethanol fuels 
break down even faster than straight gasoline.   When gasoline breaks 
down leaving gum and varnish in fuel tanks, fuel lines, carburetors, 
etc.  Ethanol is also a great cleaner of gums, varnishes, dirt and 
the rust that water in the fuel creates.  That is why ethanol is used 
in almost every bottle of carb / injector cleaner on the market.  So 
when you fill up your tank you introduce fresh ethanol to run through 
your fuel system and it will dissolve the deposits running all that 
crud through the engine’s fuel system clogging fuel filters, injectors, 
and carburetors.  Clogged fuel filters will drop fuel pressures telling 
the regulator to work the electric fuel pump harder to keep the fuel 
pressure up.  This will burn out fuel pumps.   Gummed up carburetors 
and fuel injectors all lead to poor performance and all of this leads 
to hefty repair bills.  Considering you never really know how long 
the E10 sits at the refinery in a holding tank before it gets transported 
to the pump station to sit in the underground storage tank just to be 
purchased by you to sit in your tank before being burned in the 
engine, break down of the E10 gasohol fuel can be a real issue. 

Pure gasoline does not absorb water but ethanol will.  Ethanol is 
hydrophollic this means it pulls moisture from the air and bonds with 
it.  In ideal conditions E10 gasohol will keep roughly .5% water by 
volume is suspended in gasoline.  Our fuel tanks and fuel storage cans 
are hardly ideal conditions as they need to be vented allowing the 
ethanol to absorb more moisture from the atmosphere or in the form 
of condensation.  Ethanol never truly bonds with gasoline molecules; 
it is a loose mixture at best so when the threshold of .5% water is 
exceeded or the E10 gasohol mixture cools off every night the water 
/ ethanol solution falls out of suspension in the gasoline.  Oil and 
gasoline float on water as they are lighter than water so the water /
ethanol mixture will stay at the bottom of your fuel tank.  The process 
of the water and ethanol separating from the gasoline and sinking to 
the bottom is called “Phase Separation”.  Phase Separation is a real 

problem because the water from the bottom of the tank is sucked up 
and sent to the engine it causes a lean condition raising the engine 
temperature causing valve damage, carburetor, fuel lines and 
electronic fuel injection pumps pull fuel from the bottom of the tanks 
where the ethanol / water mix stays and water doesn’t burn well in 
the engine leading to premature engine / fuel system corrosion and 
poor engine performance.  It gets worse, ethanol and water mix in 
E10 gasoline is a breeding ground for microbes like bacteria and 
fungi which just adds to the corrosion and debris in your fuel system.

All of this means that you need to do something about your old 
gas.  If you stored your bike without adding any fuel stabilizer to 
your gas, the first thing you want to do is drain the fuel into a safe 
container without any holes in the bottom so no fuel leaks out.  Pull 
the hose off the petcock (fuel valve) and make sure fuel comes out. 
Drain each float bowl on each carburetor by opening the drain valve 
screw on the lower outer side of each carburetor float bowl. Make 
sure to inspect this fuel very carefully. If it smells like bad fuel, but 
doesn’t have any rust or any solid varnish particles floating around.  
You’re good to go. Check the condition of the fuel tank. If there 
isn’t any debris in the tank. You can flush it out with fresh fuel and 
put some fresh fuel in it.  Your old fuel can go into your cage (four 
wheeled vehicle) – if it doesn’t have any debris in it.  They are far 
less sensitive and it will mix in with the newer fuel in the larger tank.  
No need to waste it.

If the fuel looks OK, then put the fuel hose back on, turn the fuel 
valve on, and let some fuel run through the carburetors, and flush out 
the float bowls. Then turn the fuel valve off. Close all the drain valve 
screws on the floats and turn the fuel back on. Hopefully, no fuel will 
run out any of the hoses anymore. If it does, then you have dirt in 
the needle and seat portion of the float and you will have to pull the 
carburetors and clean them.

If you drain the tank and brown sediment flows out with the fuel 
you will have to pull the carburetors and have them cleaned and 
synchronized by your local mechanic.

To avoid these problems in the future, at the end of the riding 
season, make sure to top off the tank with fuel and add fuel 

stabilizer to it.  With the proliferation 
of ethanol blended fuels – we strongly 
recommend regularly adding a fuel 
stabilizer or treatment to your tank.  

No matter how comfortable you keep 
your bike over the winter – the fuel in the 
tank will break down.

Thunder Roads Michigan does 
recommend AMSOIL fuel additives 
and is proud to offer them through our 
website for your convenience.  You can 
order and find out more information 
on AMSOIL by visiting our website at 
ThunderRoadsMichigan.COM

old gas
– Courtesy Thunder Roads OH 46

BAR

Home of tHe 
Build Your 

own Burger

3015 E. Apple Avenue • Muskegon MI 49442
231-747-7810

 tHuRsdAY NigHt
Bikes 

BuRgeRs 
ANd BeeRs

check out our 
new menu!!
homemade 

wet Burritos
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spring open house

bikers for boobies

motorcyclespre-owned

4405 Highland Rd. • Waterford, MI 48328

(248) 674-3175 | AbcHarleyDavidson.com
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Open 7 Days

Buy a new bike  
in May & pick your package:

1.  RIDING ESSENTIALS KIT -  
(leather jacket, gloves & helmet)

2. TWO YEAR TIRE & WHEEL PROTECTION

3. SLIP ON EXHAUST

Sunday, May 18th  
 observation run
Registration 11am -12pm 
$10 per Rider 
All Proceeds Go to Breast Cancer Research

 

20% Off  
Casual Outerwear & Rain Gear  

15% Off  
Seats & Windshields 

•  Bikes certified with 42 point inspection

2.49% Financing

$0down

 Rock bottom Kelly  
Blue Book Pricing 

(See dealer for details & exclusions. Valid May 1st – 31st, 2014.
 Offers cannot be combined and previous sales excluded.)

24196.2_ABCHD_ThunderRoadsAdApril.indd   1 4/14/14   3:42 PM

As the youngest son of a living World War II veteran, I was 
brought up to know and love God, to love family, to love my 
country and to show respect and honor; specifically, respect for 
our military veterans.  I was taught to stand up out of respect 
when our honored vets would walk by, carrying our flag held 
high, during our parades.  So needless to say, May is a special 
month for me.  It’s not just because Rolling Thunder is on Me-
morial Day weekend.  But, it’s the honor and respect I see that 
so many have for our veterans of all wars and conflicts.

For me, this is all summed up in what Jesus said in John 15:13 
“No one has greater love than this, that someone would 
lay down his life for his friends.”  This is exactly what these 
national heroes have done…  They volunteered to be in harm’s 
way, even lay their lives down, for the rest of us Americans 
(their brothers and sisters), so that we could live free and be 
in peace while maintaining the cause of liberty and freedom 
globally.  However, among our national heroes there are those 
that gave their all.  A solemn walk along the Vietnam Memorial 
in Washington DC will open your eyes to the fact that these are 
not just names on a wall but people that paid the ultimate price 
for our freedom.  There is No greater love.

Proverbs 18:24 says “…but there is a friend who stays 
closer than a brother.”  Ya see, Jesus is that friend that sticks 
closer than a brother (He’s got your back).  He said He would 
never leave you or forsake you and He meant it.  Much like our 
vets, Jesus laid down His life, not just for His countryman, but 
for all mankind, that we would have true freedom, liberty and 
victory over sin and death and be restored to God, our creator.  
In a way, Jesus, took the bullet (nails) that were meant for us so 
that we didn’t have to. 

This is GOOD NEWS for you today – that God loves you and 
made a way for you to be made righteous by sending His own 
Son (Christ Jesus) to die in your place, taking the penalty of 
your sin for you, once and for all.  Will you take up this pre-
cious gift of God’s love for you today?  Will you show honor and 
respect for the King of Glory by receiving Jesus as your Lord 
and Savior?  Ask The Lord to forgive you of all your sins and 
trespasses and to be your Lord and Savior.  You won’t regret it!

Veterans from all conflicts, we salute you this Memorial Day, we 
thank you and honor you for your service and sacrifice.  May 
God Bless you and keep you all.  Welcome home!

God Bless - Much Love & Respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
National President & Founder of 
Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd., Lennon, MI 48449
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org

Biker 
Preacher’s 
Corner

BIKERS FOR BOOKS
is a Network of Bikers and other Reading Enthusiasts 

working together in an effort to raise Reading Awareness 
and reinforce the Positive Benefits of Reading in our Youth. 

B4B plans to achieve this goal by employing two main objectives:  
FUNDRAISING & READING AWARENESS

contact us

Big Badge V 517-862-7960
Tank  517-749-6572

Please direct all school and library 
scheduling to our email

bikersforbooks@gmail.com

PO Box 800 S. US 27 #151
Saint Johns MI 48879

www.bikersforbooks.com

May 4th

GOLF OUTING EVENT
Centennial aCres Golf Course
12485 Dow rD. / sunfielD Mi

follow us on
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It’s been five years since Harley-Davidson offered the Low Rider, 
and it’s clear that during that time some thought has gone into 
its recreation.  While the bike lives up to it’s name – with a seat 
height of only 25.4 inches; there’s a lot more to it.  At its launch, 
the H-D Project leader talked about how the Harley Engineers 
went beyond simple feet on the ground comfort – progressing 
to full-body ergonomics and factors that effect confidence and 
control while riding.   With a wide range of adjustable factors, 
Harley claims that the bike can easily accommodate riders from 
5 foot 1 to 6 foot 1 without any outside modifications.  From 
removable bolsters on the seat to easily adjustable handlebars 
and risers; the bike is designed to uniquely fit a wide range of 
riders while still appearing stock.
Beyond the creative fitment options; this is just a cool, old school 
Dyna that begs to be taken out and let loose.  It has a nostalgic 
feel to it that makes this new incarnation an instant classic.

Highlights:
Premium Custom Style
From wheel to wheel, the all-new Low Rider® model is a low 
riding feast for the eyes, loaded with high-end finishes as it holds 
true to the heritage of all the Low Rider® motorcycles that have 
rolled down the streets of the world before it. From the 70’s in-
spired seat to the chunky mag wheels to the true, sculpted beauty 
and finish on its 103 cubic inch V-Twin engine, this is premium 
Harley-Davidson custom style to the bone. So even though you’re 
riding low, you’re doing it in high style.

Perfect Fit Ergonomics
Whether you’re 5’1” or 6’1”, thanks to perfect fit ergonomics, 
you can dial the new Low Rider® motorcycle in to fit you like a 
motorcycle glove. H-D® developed perfect fit through an innova-
tive look at how riders fit on a motorcycle using both simulation 
and actual rider studies. The result is a unique handlebar riser 
that provides 6cm of movement fore and aft and an innovative, 
yet simple, seat design, which allows you to select from two rid-
ing positions that offer an additional 3.8cm of adjustment fore 
and aft. This is pure Harley-Davidson steel tailored to your body.
Relocated Mid-Mount Controls
The Low Rider® model gives you the confidence-inspiring rid-
ing position that comes from mid-mount foot controls. Your feet 
are right where you want them to be, with an easy reach to the 
ground when it’s time to stop. Your knees ride naturally next to 
the tank for a good center of gravity and balance in the corners. 
And the controls have been positioned to give you easy access 
to the jiffy stand so there’s no fishing around with your foot when 
it’s time to dismount.
Wrinkle Black and Chrome Twin Cam 103™ Engine
At the center of the Low Rider® model you’ll notice a Twin Cam 
103™ engine that gets the full-on wrinkle black and chrome treat-
ment. And at the center of that, you’ll notice a pork chop style air 
cleaner. True to form, the engine is the jewel of the motorcycle. 
Instantly recognizable as a Harley-Davidson® motorcycle on any 
street in the world. But if there were any confusion, the sound that it 
puts out would clear things up in a hurry.

2014 Harley-Davidson®

Dyna Low Rider

For a mid-season 2014 release, Harley-Davidson returned to the 
same place it unveiled the original icon in 1977 – Daytona Beach.  
More than forty years ago, Harley-Davidson introduced the world to 

the Dyna Low Rider – one of its first “factory customs” that offered up a pallet 
for customization and unique expression.  It’s low seat height also offered 
new options for those not previously comfortable on many of the big v-twins.  

continued...

Thunder Roads MI 
Factory Feature

contributed by TRO
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Michigan Insurance Company’s 
official harley program agent

~ Thomas Radewahn ~

We Offer THE BEST RATES 
for Michigan Harley Owners! 

• 5 years Replacement Cost on your New Bike!  
• Harley discount on Home and Auto

“Real Insurance for Real Bikers”

989-781-3070  /  www.midv.net

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.25 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$1 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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sundays 
destination ride
patio perks
1st Beer 
50 cents 
with purchase
off BBq Menu
1 -5 pm

featuring

battle of the bands
custom bike builders

motorcycle stunt riders
poker run

food & merchandise vendors

for more info go to www.thewheelsofthunder.com
With Lighting Comes Thunder

the 12th annual

2014
july 11-12

free public admission

downtown jackson michigan

Specifications
Length 2,345 mm
Seat Height, Unladen 6680 mm
Ground Clearance 105 mm
Rake (steering head) (deg) 30.5
Weight, As Shipped 292 kg
Weight, In Running Order 302 kg
Trail 128.3 mm
Wheelbase 1,630 mm
Tires, Front Specification 100/90B19 57H
Tires, Rear Specification 160/70B17 73V
Fuel Capacity 17.8 l

Oil Capacity (w/filter) 2.8 l

Engine Air-cooled, Twin Cam 103
Bore 98.4 mm
Stroke 111.1 mm
Displacement 1,690 cc
Compression Ratio 9.6:1

Fuel System
Electronic Sequential Port Fuel Injection (ESPFI)
Engine Torque
126 Nm

Engine Torque (rpm) 3,500
Power 75 HP / 56 kW @ 5010 rpm

 44 MAY 2014  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN www.thunderroadsmichigan.com MAY 2014  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 45www.thunderroadsmichigan.com



M
any years ago, on a cold Decem-
ber night, a crusty old biker was re-
turning from a trip to Mexico with 
his saddlebags filled with toys and 

other assorted trinkets for the kids at a group 
home near where he worked. As he rode 
along that night, he thought about how lucky 
he had been in life, having a loving riding 
partner that understood his need to roam the 
highways and to his trusty old pan that hadn’t 
let him down once in the many years they had 
shared the road together.
Well, about 40 miles north of the border, in the high desert, lurked 

a small group of notorious little critters known as road gremlins. You 
know, the ones who always leave little obstacles like, one shoe, 
boards, and pieces of old tires on the road, and also dig those 
dreaded potholes for bikers to run over and crash, thus giving the 
road gremlins a chance to rejoice over their acts of evil. 

Well, as the lone wolf of a biker rounded a curve that moonlit night, 
the gremlins ambushed him, causing him to crash to the asphalt and 
skid before coming to a stop next to one of his saddlebags that had 
broken free. As he lay there, unable to move, the road gremlins 
made their way towards him. Well, this biker, not being one to give 
up, started throwing things at the gremlins as they approached him. 
Finally, with nothing else to throw but a bell, he started ringing it in 
hopes to scare off the dirty little gremlins. 

About a half a mile away, camped in the desert, were two 
bikers sitting around the campfire talking about their day’s ride, 
and the freedom of the wind blowing in their faces as they rode 
across this vast country. In the stillness of the night air they heard 
what sounded to them like church bells ringing, and upon inves-
tigating, found the old biker lying along the roadside with the 
gremlins about to get him. Needless to say, being part of the 
biker brotherhood, they proceeded to ward off the gremlins until 
the last ran off into the night. 

Being grateful to the two bikers, the old road dog offered to 
pay them for their help, but as all true bikers do, they refused 
to accept any type of payment from him. Not being one to let a 
good deed go unnoticed, the old biker cut two pieces of leather 

from his saddlebags tassels and tied a bell to each one. He then 
placed them on each of the biker’s motorcycles, as near to the 
ground as possible. The tired, old road warrior then told the two 
travelers that with those bells placed on their bikes, they would 
be protected from the road gremlins and that if ever in trouble, 
just ring the bell and a fellow biker will come to their aid. 

So, whenever you see a biker with a bell, you know that he has 
been blessed with the most important thing in life—friendship 
from a fellow biker. 

The Purpose of the Bell 
Many of us have heard the story about Evil Road Spirits. They are 

little gremlins that live on your bike. They love to ride, and they’re 
also responsible for most of your bike’s problems. Sometimes your 
turn signals refuse to work; your battery goes dead, the clutch needs 
adjustment, or any of several hundred things that can go wrong. 
These problems are caused by Evil Road Spirits. Evil Road Spirits 
can’t live in the presence of the bell, because they get trapped in the 
hollow of the bell. Among other things, their hearing is supersensi-
tive, so the constant ringing of the bell and the confined space drives 
them insane. They lose their grip and eventually fall to the roadway. 
Have you ever wondered how potholes are formed? The bell has 
served its purpose. 

If you pick up a Bell of your own, the magic will work, but if 
your bell is given to you, the power is doubled, and you know 
that somewhere you have a special friend helping to look after 
you. So, if you have a friend who doesn’t have a bell, why not 
give them one? It’s a nice feeling for the recipient to know you 
care. The bell, plus a good preventive maintenance program by 
the bike’s owner, will help eliminate Evil Road Spirits. 

Polishing the Bell
It has been a tradition among some of us for a long time to at-

tach a brass bell to our left swing arm, to remember our brothers 
and sisters who have gone down riding. It’s a small thing, but the 
reason a brass bell is chosen is that, as we ride, it gets dirty and 
tarnished. Every time we get down washing and polishing it, we 
are reminded of friends lost, and our thoughts turn to the mean-
ing of being in the wind. As we ride and hear the bell ring, we 
know that our brothers and sisters are riding with us, and how 
easy it would be to join them with a single mistake. And maybe, 
just maybe, the next time a situation comes up; they will be there 
to help us...as long as we remember them by polishing the bell.

The Legend
of the Bell

– Courtesy Thunder Roads OH
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TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2014
Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com

MAY

May 2-3
Jokerfest
Fireman’s Park, Clio, MI.  $5 pp includes 
weekend pass & primitive camping, motorcycle 
rodeo games, live bands & 2 day scavenger 
hunt with prizes.  Proceeds in part to Clio Fire 
Fighters, Inc.  

May 3
“MOSES” Bib Bash
9979 S 8 Mile Rd, Vogel Center, MI.  11am- 
1pm.  Wear your BIB OVERALLS in Kevin’s 
memory, hot dogs, donuts, cotton candy & 
frolic!  50/50 drawing & prizes.  Donations to 
Museum greatly appreciated.  Ride to follow 
weather permitting.  Not a ride event can 
come by car, truck, motorcycle, etc.  For more 
info go to www.museumofmoses.com or call 
231-825-2219

May 3
4th Annual Awareness Run
Fireman’s Park 3016 Lewis Ave, Ida, MI.  $10 
pp, includes dinner, live band, run, blessing of 
bikes, ride from noon-3pm.  For more info con-
tact Mark 734-777-7530 or Ann 734-790-7927

May 3
Blessing of the Bikes
Axemen MC founding chapter 8480, South St. 
Detroit, MI.  Noon open, blessing at 1pm, all 
bikes welcome.

May 3
Open House
Custom Connection Motorsports/C4 Choppers, 
Battle Creek, MI.  9 am- 3 pm, food & prizes.  
For more info go to www.c4choppers.com or 
call (269) 288-0160

May 3
3rd Annual Rohde’s Rebels Benefit Run
Walled Lake Eagles, Walled Lake, MI.  Regis 
9:30 am- 11:30 am, $20 driver, $15 passenger, 
10:30 first bike out.  Cars welcome.  In honor 
of Tom Rohde benefiting ALS.  For more info 
contact Bill 248-722-2930 or email hamgravy@
comcast.net

May 3-4 ****PLEASE NOTE:
SHOW CANCELLED****West Michigan 
Motorcycle & ORV Show
28th Street Showplace, Wyoming, MI.  Sat 10 
am- 8pm, Sun 11 am- 4 pm.  For more info or 
vendor space call Russ 616-261-5664 or email 
wizbizpromos@yahoo.com 

May 3-4
WERA Sportsman Series
Grattan Raceway Park, Belding, MI.  For more 
info call 770-720-5010 

May 3-4
Thunder Across the Thumb
Thumb Motorcycle Chrome, Caro, MI.  Bike 
show on the 3rd, $10 regis from noon- 
1:30pm, free chili & hot dogs while they last 
& prizes.  Police escorted ride on the 4th, 
line up 11am at Caro Municipal Airport, free 
hot drinks & donuts.  For more info go to 
www.thumbmotorcyclechrome.net   or call 
Talonda 989-673-2750

May 4
Walneck Motorcycle Swap Meet & Show
Monroe County Fairgrounds, Monroe, MI.  $6 
admis. 8 am- 3 pm.  For more info go to www.
walneckswap.com

May 4
15th Annual Church of the Living Word’s Bless-
ing of the Bikers
Ovid, MI. Arrival 9:30-10:30, service 10:30-
11:30, hog roast 11:30, $5 all you can eat, noon 
bike show, blessing at 1:30 pm, charity ride at 
2 pm & live music.  More info www.cotlw.org or 
call 989-834-5950 

May 4
Bikers for Books Golf Outing Event
Centennial Acres Golf Course, Sunfield, MI.  
For more info go to www.bikerforbooks.
com or call Badge 517-862-7960 (See ad 
this issue).

May 4
Muskegon Motorcycle Club Spring Run
Mt. Garfield 5803 Lake Harbor rd., Muskegon, 
MI.  Gates open 8 am.  For more info go to 
www.muskegonmotorcycleclub.com 

May 7
Estrogen Extravaganza
Shiawassee HD, Birch Run, MI.  6:30-8:30 
pm, ladies only event, special vendors, new 
products, refreshments & prizes.  Reserva-
tion required.  For more info go to www.
shiawasseeharley-davidson.com (See ad 
this issue).

May 9-11
Demo Days
Motorcity Motorcycles, 1765 S. Telegraph Rd, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI.   9 am-6 pm Friday & 
Saturday, and 11-4 Sunday (one time open on 
Sunday- normally closed).  For more info call 
248-920-2000 or go to www.motorcitymotor-
cycles.com

May 9-18
Myrtle Beach Bike Week

May 10
Blessing of the Bikes
Tecumseh HD, Tecumseh, MI.  For times & 
details call 517-423-333 (See full page inside 
front cover this issue).

May 10
14th Annual Jackson Blessing of the Bikes
1st Church of the Nazarene, Jackson, MI.  
Noon, with Blessing at 1:30 PM.  Door prizes, 
food, donation drawing, music, ride-in bike 

show ($5 to enter), Michigan Veterans Travel-
ing Wall on display.  ALL bikes, bikers, clubs, 
and general public invited.  NO attitudes or 
alcohol allowed.  For more info call Gary at 
517-531-3481 or 517-782-7084

May 10
Coldwater Swap Meet
Branch County Fairgrounds, Coldwater, MI.  
8am-4pm, vendors, contests, cruise party down 
Main Street & bike blessing.  For more info call 
517-278-5367 or go to www.coldwaterswap-
meetandcarshow.com  

May 10
Blessing of the Bikes & Poker Run
Washington Life Center, Marine City, MI.  Regis 
10-11 am, blessing at 11 am, ride returns at 
4pm, $20 per bike, $10 per addtl hand/passen-
ger, prizes, auctions & refreshments.  Benefits 
council on aging.  For more info call 810-765-
3523 or email events.wic@gmail.com

May 10
2nd Annual Allegan Blessing of the Bikes & 
Classic Cars
110 N. Cedar Street, Allegan, MI.  8 am- 2pm, 
$5 gate fee, Pig Roast, Games, and Music 
by Clearwater, Vendors, Proceeds to help the 
Following Charities.  For more info call Bob 
“Ace” 269-806-3883 or email Knightsonbikes-
michigan@gmail.com

May 10
1st Annual HIM Hogs in Ministry Bike 
Blessing
Retail Warehouse, Sturgis, MI.  Regis 9:30-
11:30 am, blessing at 11:30 am, ride after 
at 12:30, free donuts & coffee.  For more 
info contact Roger via email at vandam@
maplenet.net

May 10
Blessing of the Bikers and “Ride for a Reason”
Hot Rod HD, Muskegon MI.  10:00am - noon, 
complimentary bagels/coffee from Brooklyn 
Bagels, live music by “Malachi”.  Charity ride at 
noon to benefit Muskegon Pregnancy Services, 
suggested donation of $10/bike (all proceeds 
go directly to MPS).  For more info contact us 
at Blessed Bikers on Facebook.

May 10
Open House
ABC HD, Waterford, MI.  In-store poker run, 
demo rides, contests & live music.  For 
more info go to www.abcharleydavidson.
com (See full page ad this issue).

May 10
5th Annual Bob Seger Birthday Bash
Wonderland Lanes, Commerce, MI.  $25 
includes; bowling, darts, arcade, buffet dinner 
& entertainment by Detroit’s Bob Seger Tribute 
Band- Lookin’ Back.  For more info & ticket info 
go to www.tributetoseger.com

May 11
Mother`s Day Swap Meet and Ride in Bike 
Show
Midland Co Fairgrounds, Midland, MI.  Event 
is 11 am-4 pm, Sign up for bike show is 11:00-
1:00.  Only $5.00 admission.  For Info & vendor 
spots call 989-697-5525 or email bubba@
bubbastricitycycle.com

May 15-18
5th Annual Blessing of the Bikes- formerly 
known as Camp Ally
Camp Ally Misty Moon Recreation Area in 
Bitely, MI.  Day passes available, live concerts, 
burn outs, games & more.  $30 pp for wkend in 
advance or $35 at gate.  Day passes $10.  For 
more info call or text Rod 231-343-2549 or call 
Rick 231-773-7202

May 16
14th Annual Pride Ride
UAW Local 652, 426 Clare St, Lansing, MI. 
cost free, police escorted ride & show. Regis 
8 - 9 am. Line up 9:30am, ride begins 10am 
sharp.  Raffles, vendors, commemorative T-
Shirt order deadline 4/15/14, for questions/regis 
forms or to order contact Barb atbaroercrco@
aol.com or Linda 517- 694-7914

May 16-18
42nd Annual Blessing of Bikes Festival
South MI 37 Hwy, Baldwin, MI.  Vendors, 
camping, gates open at 9 am.  $5 per bike.  
For more info go to www.paragonspromo-
tion.com

May 16-18
2nd annual Blessing Breakfast
Old Iron Bar & Grill, Grant, MI.  8am each 
morning blessing weekend.  For more info 
call 231-834-5388 (See ad this issue).

May 17
Lake Shore Riders Spring Run
560 7th Street, Baldwin, MI.  9:30 am meet, 
kickstands up at 10 am.  Free to public, live 
music, $10 camping pp.  for more info call 
Brandon 616-217-1286  

May 17
5th Annual National Armed Forces Day 
Freedom Ride
American Legion Hall, Flint, MI.  Police 
escorted ride leaves at 4pm, ride to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial at Mott Lake, food, vendors, 
bands, raffles & cash bar.  For more info call 
810-845-7610

May 17
3rd Annual Great Lakes Burn Camp Chal-
lenge
City Parking Lot, Jackson, MI.  Regis at 
11 am, $10 pp, prizes, food & fun.  For 
more info call Gary 517-262-0896 or email 
spankyncarol@juno.com (See full page ad 
this issue).

May 17
Tribesmen M/C “Back Road Bash”
914 Garfield Rd, Fostoria, MI.  Noon- it ends, 
$10 admis, $15 couple on bike, free vendor 
space with paid admis, Primitive camping 
available, live music, DJ, bike show, NOT 
a BYOB event.  For more info call Buddha 
586-784-8813

May 17
Rest in Peace Run- ABATE Region 7
Evergreen Park, Van Dyke Rd (M-53) (9 miles 
North of M-46), Cass City, MI.  Starts at noon, 
donations accepted to pay for R.I.P Memorial.  
For more info call Butch 989-295-3080

May 17
6th Annual Biker Blessing followed by The 
Matthew Brotherton Memorial Cancer Ride 
Merriman Rd Baptist Church, Garden City, 
MI.  Regis 9am, blessing at Noon w/ the 
ride to follow, free food, bike wash, music, 
bike show & vendors.  For more info go to 
www.mrbcfaithriders.webs.com (See ad 
this issue).

May 17
30th Annual Charity Golf Classic Presented 
by Stevens’ Cycle
Green Hills Golf Course, Pinconning, 
MI.  8 am shotgun start, 18 hole, 4 person 
scramble, $90 pp, $360 per team- includes 
refreshments on course & golf cart.  Dinner 
after golf, prizes & more.  For more info 
& to register contact Amanda or Lori at 
989-684-9872  

May 17
Open House
Sandy’s HD, Freemont, MI.  9 am- 3 pm.  
American Flag Ceremony noon, Red Cross 
Blood Drive 10:15- 2:45, free pizza after 1 
pm.  For more info go to www.sandyharley-
davidson.com (See add this issue).

May 17
40th Annual Hobo Dinner
Ghost Park, 1329 Glen Hill Hwy, Clayton, MI.  
Food, vendors, 2 bands, stage show, poker 
run, 50/50 & camping- tents only.  For more 
info call Trent 517-815-4834

May 17
Cause for Paws 3rd Annual Poker Run
American Legion Post 274, 300 S. State, AuS-
able Twp, MI.  Regis 10 am- 11 am, kickstands 
up at 11:30.  Ride ends at American Legion 
Post 274 at 4pm.

May 17
Blessing of the Bikes
Shiawassee HD, Birch Run, MI.  1 pm.  For 
more info go to www.shiawasseeharley-
davidson.com (See ad this issue).

May 17-18
Open House & Demo Days
Shiawassee HD, Birch Run, MI.  Try before 
you buy, demo rides all weekend.  For more 
info go to www.shiawasseeharley-davidson.
com (See ad this issue).

May 18
Bikers for Boobies Observation Run
ABC HD, Waterford, MI.  Regis 11-noon, $10 
per rider, all proceeds go to Breast Cancer 
Research.  For more info go to www.
abcharleydavidson.com (See full page ad 
this issue).

May 18
5th Annual Antique Motorcycle Swap Meet & 
Vintage Motorcycle Show
St. Joseph County Fairgrounds, Centreville, MI.  
9 am- 4 pm, $5 each or 16 & under free, show 
open to all pre-1986 motorcycles.  Historic ride 
Saturday night.  For more info or vendor spots 
call Russ 269-254-3793 or Dave 269-599-2938 
or go to www.wolverineamca.com

May 24
Harley Heros
Ray C’s HD, Lapeer, MI.  For more info go 
to www.raycsh-d.com or call 810-664-9261 
(See ad this issue).

May 24
10th Annual Dillinger Ride
The Inn Between Saloon, Port Hope, MI.  Rain 
or Shine, regis 11 am- noon, kickstands up at 
noon, $15 pp, $25 couple, dinner, dancing, 
prizes & more.  All proceeds go to hospice, all 
bikes, cars & trucks welcome.  For more info 
find us on Facebook

May 24-25
Bubba`s Memorial Day Weekend Classic
Bubba`s Tri City Cycle, Linwood, MI.  
24th Charity Bike Show, 25th Charity Poker 
Run
Sign up for both events both days is 10-1 and 
donation of $10
Bike raffle at 5:30 on 25th.  2 days of bikes, 
music, food, friendship & charity fundraising.  
All proceeds benefit Camp Fishtales.  For info 
989-697-5525 or email bubba@bubbastricity-
cycle.com

May 25
15th Annual Amble Motorcycle Group Charity 
Ride
Amble Roadhouse, Main St, Amble MI.  Regis 
10am- noon, kickstands up noon sharp, $15 
driver, $10 passenger includes ride, 5 pm pig 
roast, live music- 2 bands; Jimmie Stagger 
Blues Band & Thundering Heart, raffles, vendor 
spots available.  No minors, camping available.  
For more info call Tracy 616-218-0810

May 25
Coleman Veterans Memorial “United By 
Sacrifice” Concert Event
Downtown Coleman, MI.  Gates open at noon, 
featuring Molly Hatchet & other great bands.  
Tickets $20 in advance, $25 at the gate.  Kids 
8 & under free w paid adult, rib cook-off, beer, 
food & more.  For tickets go to  www.coleman-
veteransmemorial.org  or more info contact Jim 
at 989-205-1269

May 25
Poker Run for Veterans
American Legion Post 49, South Haven, 
MI.  Regis 10-noon, kickstands up at 12:15 
sharp, $10 includes poker hand & dinner.  
For more info call Susie 616-836-6478 (See 
ad this issue).

May 25
26th Annual Spring Valpo-Fest Motorcycle 
Show & Swap Meet
County Expo Center, Valparaiso, IN.  9am- 4 
pm, $8 adults, 12 & under free & free for 
ladies who ride their bikes.  For more info 
go to www.paragonspromotion.com (See 
ad this issue).

May 27
3rd Annual Cause for Paws Poker Run. 
American Legion Hall Post 274, AuSable Twp, 
MI.  A scenic ride to benefit the Iosco County 
Animal Shelter.   $10 bike, $5 rider. Regis 10 
am–11 am.  Last bike in at Post 274 at 4 pm. 
Food & prizes.  For more info contact Crazy at 
989-820-5703.

May 30- June 8
Ohio Bike Week
Sandusky, OH.  Live entertainment on 
multiple stages all 10 days, bike show, stunt 
shows, daily rides, vendors & more.  (See 2 
page spread this issue).

May 31
Annual Miller Run
Our annual poker-style charity leaves 
from the wells.  Regis Town & Country HD, 
Cement City, MI.  For more info call 517-547-
3333 (See Town & County HD/ Tecumseh 
HD full page inside front cover this issue).

May 31
Open House
Capitol HD, Dimondale, MI.  10 am- 3pm.  Free 
food, live music & test rides.  For more info go 
to www.capitolhd.com or call 517-646-2345

May 31
Swap Meet
Wolverine HD, Clinton Township, MI.  Call 
to reserve your spot 586-463-7700.  Go to 
www.wolverinehd.com for more info (See 
full page ad this issue).

June
June 1
Blessed in Hell- The Blessing of the Bikes
Hell Creek Ranch, Pinckney, MI.  Gates open 
10:30 am, $10 per bike, bike show, live band, 
vendors, contests & more.  For more info call 
Cody 313-407-4671 or Dave 734-834-7694

June 1
Biker Blessing & Group Ride
First Reformed Church of Portage, Portage, 
MI.  Regis. 11:00 am – noon, blessing at noon, 
ride leaves at 12:30 PM.  Free lunch after the 
ride back at First Reformed Church.  All bikers 
welcome!  For more info call 269-327-3694 or 
email firstchurch@frcportage.org

June 7
Women’s Run at T & C
Town & Country HD, Cement City, MI.  La-
dies only.  Proceeds benefit breast cancer 
research.  For more info call 517-547-3333 
(See full page ad inside front cover).

June 7
16th Annual Chick Run Association RIDE
Dwight Lydell Park, Comstock Park, MI.  All 
women motorcycle run, sign up 8:45am - 
9:45am, leaves 10 am sharp, $15 per rider.  
For more info call Deb 616-822-5749 or go to 
www.chickrunassociation.com

June 7
Project Red, White & Blue 4th Annual 
Charity Ride sponsored by Boondox Mo-
torsports
American Legion Post 102, Rockford, MI.  
Regis at 9 am, kickstands up at 11 am, $20 
rider, $30 with passenger.  Supports our lo-
cal Hero’s & Vets.  For more info go to www.
projectrwb.us (See ad this issue).

June 7
2nd Annual Anything Goes Auto Show
Sault Sainte Marie, MI.  Show for bikes, cars 
& trucks.  10 am- 4 pm.  For more info call 
906-203-8107

June 7
4th Annual Bikers Against Breast Cancer 
Headlight Run
Teazers Bar & Grill, Grand Rapids, MI.  
Regis 10am-11:30am, ride departs at noon 
sharp.  $20pp includes dinner & a chance 
to win a 2 night stay in Mackinaw City at the 
Lamplighters Motel, 5-8 after ride party.  For 
more info contact Steve Melton 616-890-
4082, Terri Tyler 616-914-0211 (See add this 
issue).

June 7
Open House & Charity Poker Run
Gildner’s HD, West Branch, MI.  For local 
claws & paws, food, discounts & more.  For 
details go to www.gildnershd.com (See ad 
this issue).

June 7
American Legion Post #29 Poker Run 
3200 Lansing Ave, Jackson, MI.  Regis begins 
at 11 am, first bike out noon, last bike in 5 pm. 
$15 pp, cars welcome, cash prizes for top two 
hands. camping avail. 50/50, food following 
ride. All proceeds go to veterans charities. 

June 8
State Park Motorcycle Run
Draw a card from at least 5 different state park 
locations then play your hand to win.  Rain 
Date:  June 15th.  $5 Recreation passport 
required to enter state parks.  For map or more 
info go to www.michigan.gov/dnrcalendar after 
April 1st.

June 8
19th Annual Vintage Motorcycle Show & Swap 
Meet
Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Corners, MI.  8 
am- 6pm, $10 pp, children 11 & under free, 
vintage sidecar rides, demo rides, demos, mu-
seum & more.  For more info contact Vicki via 
email at v.van@mei.net or call 269-671-5089

June 8
John Rodick Memorial Observation Run
Jet Lounge, 401 N. Groesbeck Hwy, Mt. 
Clemens, MI.  11 am check-in, back to post at 6 
pm, $15 per poker hand, rain or shine, all bikes 
& cars welcome.  For more info call Mike 586-
610-9812 or call Tim at 586-808-2580 or email 
director@americanlegionriders4mi.com 

June 12
6th Annual Wheels & Heels
Midland Street, Bay City, MI.  Only ladies 
ride-in bike show & fundraiser, music, trophies 
& more.

June 12-14
26th Annual Sandy Corley Memorial Run
Double JJ Resort, Rothbury, MI.  Live 
entertainment, auctions, prizes, primitive 
camping & much more.  Get your tickets 
early and save.  For more info call 231-924-
3020 or email hotadstrm@yahoo.com (See 
cover & full page ad this issue).

June 14
Harleyfest
Freedom Hill, Sterling Heights, MI.  10 am, 
featuring Jesse James Dupree of Jackyl 
and in concert, meet & greet & more.  For 
more info go to www.freedomhill.net (See 
full page ad this issue).

June 14
4th Annual Cops on a Run Benefit for MLEOM
2233 Burdette St, Ferndale, MI.  Regis. 8 am, 
kickstands up 10 am, police escorted, $25 
rider, $25 passenger & $20 after party.  For 
more info call 313-930-3853 or go to www.
copsonarun.com  

June 14
Central Lake’s “Show off your Ride” Classic 
Car , Motorcycle, Truck & Show in memory of 
Alan Childs.
Central Lake Chamber Cabin 2587 N.  M-88 
Hwy, Central Lake, MI.  $5 Early regis before 
June 7th,  $10 day of show, regis at 8 am.  
Show begins at 10 am.  For more info call Nick 
at (231) 676-3495 or for 
vendor space call Patty 231-676-4457 or go 
towww.central-lake.com

June 14
Habitat for Humanity Blessing of the Bikers 
Downtown Saint Johns, MI.  9:30 regis for bike 
show.  Bikers games, 50/50,  noon blessing 
and 12:30 charity ride.  For more info call 
989-227-1771 

June 14
Real Steel Weekend & 17th Annual Blessing 
of the Bikers
Detroit World Outreach, Redford, MI.  Bike 
show, blessing & ride.  For more info go 
to www.dwo.org or Facebook RealSteel 
Weekend (See ad this issue).

June 14-15
AHRMA Road Racing- Grattan Raceway
Grattan Raceway, Belding, MI.  For more info 
call 616-691-7221

June 14-22
Laconia Motorcycle Week

June 19
Thunder Thursdays
First Merit Bank Event Park, Saginaw, 
MI.  (Across from the Dow Event Center).  
Summer concert series with live music.  $5 
riders parking in venue, $8 general public.  
More info to come (See ad this issue).

continued on next page
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• New & Used Bikes
BIG selection ready to go now

May 7th 6:30-8:30pm

EstrogEn Extravaganza
a ladIes oNly eveNt 

special vendors 
New Products for ladies oNly 

Refreshments
drawings for Prizes

reservations required

May 17th-18th

opEn HousE / DEmo Days
try before you buy! 

demo Rides all weekend

May 17th 1pm

BlEssing of tHE BikEs

• Spring MotorClothes® 
arriving daily

• Parts & Accessories

• Bike Rentals
a day, a weekend or longer!

June 19-22
Throttle Fest
Toyota Park, 7000 S. Harlem Ave, Chicago, 
IL.  Saturday 7 am Support Our Troops 
Ride, Saturday night Jackyl night, and 
Sunday 9 am Ride For Dime Motorcycle 
Run.  For more info go to www.throttlefest-
chicago.com (See add this issue).

June 20-22
5th Annual Thunder at the River
Manistee, MI.  Event honors our US Military. 
Bike show, vendors, beer, Hooter girl bike 
wash, great food & more.  For more info call 
John 231-477-5162 or go to www.thunderat-
theriver.com (See ad this issue).

June 20-22
10th Annual Ray C’s Rodeo
Ray C’s HD, Lapeer, MI.  For more info go 
to www.raycsh-d.com or call 810-664-9261 
(See full ad this issue).

June 21
Women’s Garage Party at T & C
Town & Country HD, Cement City, MI.  
Ladies only event for new and soon to be 
riders.  For more info call 517-547-3333 (See 
full page ad inside front cover).

June 21
2nd Annual Ride to Remember in Memory of 
Mike & Melissa Jucius
Lapeer VFW post 4139, Lapeer, MI.  Regis. 
10am-Noon, approx. 100 mile ride with 4 stops, 
$10 pp includes dinner.  Proceeds to local 
charities.  For more info call Tim 810-358-8342

June 21
Nozzleman
Brighton HD, Brighton, MI.  Regis 10:30- 
noon, $20 bike, $30 w rider.  For more info 
go to www.nozzlemenmc.com (See full page 
ad this issue).

June 21
Michigan Military Memorial Wall Ride
Centershot Gun Range, Dorr, MI.  Regis 8 
am- 10 am, kickstands up at 10 am, gun 
raffles, live auction, bike show & much 
more!  $25 per rider, $15 passenger.  $15 
non-riders.  Come honor & pay respect to 
Michigan’s Fallen Heros.  For more info 
contact Chad 616-502-3199 or Janet 616-
502-3068 (See ad this issue).

June 21
Walk for Cornerstone
Detroit Zoo, Detoit, MI.  Begins at 8:30am, $20 
per walker, free parking & zoo admin, rain or 
shine.  100% proceeds benefits Kids attending 
Cornerstone Schools.  For more info go to 
cornerstoneschools.org or call 1-800-343-0951

June 21
Bikers Fighting Blindness Poker Run
Estey Moose Lodge, Rhodes, MI.  Regis 10:30 
am – noon, $15 pp includes dinner, prizes, free 

weekend camping, burn out pit & live music 
by Point Blank.  For more info call Brenda 
989-233-7327 or email brendasfatboy@
hotmail.com

June 21
5th Annual Thunder on the Grand Seats & 
Saddle Tour
DMBC Club House, Potterville, MI. $10 at the 
door. Bike show, bikini bike wash, battle of the 
bands, custom seats & saddle competition, 
hypnatist show, pyro show, vendors, SRP play-
ing 9pm - 2 am. Special Appearance by Kevin 
Bean’re and Mayor of Fun Preacher Show. 
Poker Run 9 am sign-up kick stands up at 10 
Cost is $15 passenger $15. Doors open 8 am. 
For More Info contact Loreen at 517-282-9846 
or www.thunderonthegrand.com 

June 21-23
Hell to Paradise
This 3 day Ride event starts in Hell Michigan 
the morning of Saturday the 21 of June 
riding to Mackinaw City on the first leg of the 
ride, the second leg Sunday looping through 
the U.P. Paradise , the Falls, Ship wreck 
museum, H-58.  2 night in Mackinaw City (each 
responsible for your own lodging) with a great 
party Saturday night. Don’t miss out on this ride 
which can only be done in Michigan.  For more 
info  http://www.bikerornot.com/Event/110271

June 24
MDA Run
AM Leather, Romulus, MI.  Kickstands up at 
9 am.  For more info follow us on Facebook 
(See ad this issue).

June 25-29 
Freedom Cruise
Fifth Third Ball Park, Village of Sparta, 
Custom Car & Bike Shows,  Gilmore Car 
Museum, visit with History Channels stars 
from Counting Cars, American Restoration 
& Were The Fagawi’s MC.
Incredible entertainment.  For complete info 
go to www.freedomcruise.net (See full page 
ad this issue).

June 27-28
Bikers for Vets Poker Run
5280 N. Clare Ave, Harrison, MI.  Regis 9:30 
am- 10:30 am, live music, dj’s, drinks, food, & 
more.  For more info call 989-539-1713 or go to 
www.2helpvets.com

June 27-29
Hartford Bike Fest
Hartford, MI.  Special guests Quiet Riot and 
Matt Austin.  Car & Bike Show & IWF Pro 
Wrestling.  For more info go to www.hartford-
bikefest.com 

June 29
Texas Corrals Great Lakes Burn Camp Ride
Texas Corral, Kalamazoo, MI.  Live music, 
food & drinks.  For more info call 269-344-
8590 (See full page ad this issue).

June 29
Ride for Freedom- Support our Veterans
Wolverine HD, Clinton Township, MI.  9am 
continental breakfast, ride departs at 11:30 
am rain or shine, returns to Freedom Hill 
for food, drinks, music & tour of Michigan 
Vietnam Veterans Traveling Memorial.  For 
more info, prices & to register contact  Pat 
at 586-246-0876 or at 2talldaniels@gmail.
com

July

July 5
Bike & Classic Car Show
Hawgsville Saloon, Watervliet, MI.  All pro-
ceeds go to Michigan Veterans.  For more 
info call 269-201-7120 (See ad this issue).

July 5
AMA Pro Motorcross
RedBud MX, Buchanan, MI.  For more info call 
386-492-1014 or visit www.amaproracing.com

July 9
Escort for Vietnam traveling wall.
Prudenville, Mi. Knights of Columbus on Hwy 
55 west of 75
Escort is 9.5 miles to Houghton Lake Roscom-
mon Township Hall on Knapp road.  Line-up is 
2pm, kickstands up at 3. Escort is free.    
P.O.C. is clerk@roscommontownship.com

July 9-14
30th Annual Ogemaw Hills Bike Week
Ogemaw Co Fairgrounds, West Branch, MI.  
Live concerts, big bands, flat track races, 
bike games, corral party & more.  For more 
info go to www.ogemawhillsbikeweek.com 
(See ad this issue).
 
July 11-12
12th Annual Wheels of Thunder
Michigan Ave, Downtown Jackson, MI.  
11th  3 pm-10 pm & 12th- 10 am-10 pm.  
Battle of the Bands, Saturday Poker Run, 
food, vendors, local stores & restaurants 
open, custom bike builders, we honor the 
Men, Women, &  Veterans from our Armed 
Forces, & more.  For more info go to www.
TheWheelsOfThunder.com  In Memory of 
the WOT Founder, Joe Michner (See ad this 
issue).

July 12
Freedom Run Memorial Ride
Houghton Lake, Mi. K-Mart lot, Kick stand up 
at 10am
Ride is aprox 1 1/2 hours to local Historical 
sites honoring our Military. Ride is free and 
will end at the Vietnam traveling wall. P.O.C. is 
clerk@roscommontownship.com

July 12
Mary’s Dream H58 Fun Run 
Elks Lodge in Newberry, MI.  Starts at 9 
am, proceeds to benefit the Diane Peppler 
Resource Center and others across the state. 

Poker run format, no bike- cars welcome.  For 
more info go to www.marysdream2008.org 

July 12
8th Annual Lyon Ride- Operation Injured 
Soldiers
10077 Colonial Industrial Dr, South Lyon, 
MI.  For more info go to Facebook Operation 
Injured Soldiers

July 12-13
13th Annual Niles Burn Run
Downtown Niles, MI.  10 am- 10 pm, bike 
show, food, bands & more.  Ride on the 
13th- regis 9 am, leaves at 11 am, $20 bike, 
$30 with rider if regis by June 24th.  For 
more info go to www.nilesburnrun.com (See 
full page ad this issue).

July 17-20
Muskegon Bike Time
Muskegon, MI.  Live music, extreme custom 
bike show, burn out pit, stunt shows, 
vendors & more.  For more info go to www.
muskegonbiketime.com (See full page ad 
this issue).

July 19
Great Lakes Burn Camp Fundraiser
Axemen MC club house 8480, South St. 
Detroit, MI.  1pm, live music, food 3pm, $15 
donation.  (See full page ad this issue). 

July 25-26
Downtown Cheboygan Music & Motorcycle 
Festival
Main St, Cheboygan, MI.  Music, food, bever-
age tent, poker run & more.  For more info call 
Kirsten 231-627-9931

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting your 

event in 
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan 

All Advertised Events in our Magazine 
will have their event Posted on the Pull 

Out Calendar (when admissible) and 
your Event will be Highlighted in the 

Thunder Roads Events Calendar of the 
Magazine and an EVENT Tab will be 

added to the page with your ad. 
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan 

Your Michigan Biker Connection 
(Call about our Special Discounts for 

Charity Events)
To get your event listed in Thunder Roads 
Magazine and on our website, send the 

information to 
Editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com 

Event information must be received prior to 
the 10th of the month preceding the event 

month to be posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning 
to attend any event as the information/
dates may change. Thunder Roads is Not 

responsible for errors or omissions.
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roadies
saloon

U.S. 23 EXIT 54 WEST 2 MILES

Roadiesgrill.com
7749 e. m-36 hamburg mi

810-231-9000
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We at Thunder roads magazine of 
michigan Would Like To Say 

 52 MAY 2014  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN www.thunderroadsmichigan.com



May was Motorcycle Awareness month. Then the government decided to change it to Motorcycle Safety 
Awareness month. Can’t seem to ever leave well enough alone can they?

 Anyway, time to get the signs out at excellent locations where cagers will be reminded to LOOK FOR 
MOTORCYCLES. ABATE of Michigan eliminated the whole May is whatever thing and focused solely on the 
message to, “watch out for motorcycles” this year. We have signs available for $10 non-members and $8 
members that are designed to get the message out all summer long. See your local Abate Region Coordinator.

We have some other great ideas around the state that make an impact on motorcycle awareness also. In 
Grand Rapids Region 8 initiated a deal with the public transportation system to have Watch For Motorcycle 
signs on the backs of their busses. Excellent idea. Near and dear to my heart is our Region 21 Summer of 
Awareness Radio PSA program. We have 10 Public Service Announcements played 10 times a day on two of 
Mid Michigan’s most popular radios stations. We record them ourselves and have a great time doing it. I can’t 
say how many times over the years people say “I heard you on the radio”!

Our riders course trainers have already taught over 400 people how to ride and got them on the track to a 
cycle endorsement. We have dozens of Abate events already planned all across the state this summer. These 
events are all volunteer events that raise money FOR BIKERS IN MICHIGAN to have legislative representation 
in Lansing. 

Speaking of legislation, we have been busy this last winter and with spring here you might appreciate a few 
accomplishments that we worked on that are beneficial to motorcyclists. HB 4781 should be completely passed 
by now, this reduces the number of Temporary permits obtainable, so as to ensure people get an endorsement. 
HB 4265 Passed. Allows motorcyclists to run a red light after two 
cycles when their motorcycle won’t trigger the light. HB 5191 Passed. 
Allows choice on a helmet for ORV use on own property. HB 5211 
Passed. Allows motorcyclists to sue for motorcycle damage up to 
$1000, which was not allowed prior. HB 5438 Passed. Requires 
Drivers training classes to include Motorcycle Awareness. HB 4630 
Dead. This bill would have raised license plate fees for motorcycles 
dramatically. HB 4763 Dead. This bill would have allowed tickets to 
be written based on Camera data.

Add to that our efforts in Washington to fight against Motorcycle 
Only Checkpoints, a National Federal Helmet law, and posturing 
for Mandatory High Visibility Clothing. The oversized, over funded, 
need to justify their existence, federal safety agencies just keep 
coming back with another attack on our freedoms and lifestyle. 

Ride! Free! Safe! And Join Abate of Michigan! Rusty

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

Rusty Bongard
Communications Director, ABATE of Michigan
State Rep. MRF
Co-Director B.O.L.T. of Michigan
V.P. SWMC
C.O.C. / U.S. Defenders

LOOK FOR MOTORCYCLES

Saturday
June 7th
Charity Poker run 
for loCal ClawS & PawS
food / diSCountS on offiCially 
liCenSed ProduCtS and more
Call for detailS or go to 
www.gildnershd.com 

gildner’S haS a great SeleCtion of 
new 2014 & Pre-owned harley-davidSonS®

oPenhouSe

gildner’S harley-davidSon®
family owned & operated
2723 South m-76
weSt BranCh, mi 48661
989-345-1330
like us on
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2 Great Locations, Grand Rapids & Holland! 

Over 100+  New & Pre-Owned Bikes 
In Stock, Ready for Delivery! 

Grand Rapids   
3700 Plainfield Ave 

(616) 432-6262  

Holland 
13035 New Holland St.  

(616) 399-5000 

1999 Dyna Super Glide   Silver  $10,499.00 

2004 Dyna Wide Glide  Black  $10,499.00 

2005 FLHRSI  White  $11,995.00 

2007 Soft Tail  Silver/Blue  $12,799.00 

2010 Dyna  Silver/Blue   $12,400.00 

2009 Sportster  Blue   $8,995.00 

2011 Dyna Wide Glide  Red/Orange  Custom  

2012 Street Bob  Black  $12,999.00 

2008 Rocker   Black w/ flames  $12,799.00 

Riding in Northwest Michigan offers so many awesome routes, from the Leelanau 
Peninsula, to The Tunnel of Trees and up to Mackinaw City, down to Grayling, 
with places like Boyne City, East Jordan, Traverse City, Bellaire, and Old Mission 
Peninsula. There so many other cool roads and towns to see on the way, that the 
best way to show those unfamiliar with the area is using a town right in the middle 
of it all as a starting point. Whatever you’re starting point is, you won’t be disap-
pointed once you get here. 
One of the favorite rides is The Leelanau Peninsula. With beautiful roads winding 
through the wine vineyards, the lakeshores of Lake Leelanau, Lake Michigan, 
and Glen Lake and Sleeping Bear Dunes.  The starting point for the Northwest 
Michigan rides is Central Lake, in northern Antrim County.  
From Central Lake, head west on C-624 (Old State Rd) to NE Torch Lake Drive. 
Go south following the shoreline of Torch Lake to Hill Rd, just south of Rapid City. 

Hill Rd only goes to the right, and in about 1 mile you will be at M-72, which fol-
lowing west will take you to US-31/M-72. Turn left and head south.  You will travel 
through Traverse City, along the shoreline of Lake Michigan. Stay to the right on 
M-22.  M-22 will take you around the Leelanau Peninsula, which is home to sev-
eral vineyards. Follow the West Bay up through Suttons Bay and on to Northport.
From Northport ride south, still on M-22, to Leland which is on the west side of 
the peninsula, with Lake Michigan on your right and Lake Leelanau to your left. 
Continue south out of Leland on M-22 to Glen Arbor. From Glen Arbor, be sure 
to continue west to historic Glen Haven. Then turn left to head south on M-109.  
M-109 will take you past the Sleeping Bear Dunes; it will also take you to Empire 
and back to M-72 east back to TC. Continue north on US-31 through Acme to 
M-88 east in Eastport, which will take you back to Central Lake.

by Mark Douglas

 A Great Place to Ride 
Northern Michigan’s Vineyard County
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38 years of family owned and operated experience!  Plus outstanding Customer Satisfaction Scores.

AnnuAl Spring Open HOuSe
Saturday May 17th 9aM - 3PM 
(BleSSing of the BikeS Weekend)

remember 
Mother’S day

May 5th -10th

Save 20%
on all in stock regular priced 

officially licensed 
harley-davidson® Women’s Jewelry

Let us show you all the 
exciting upgrades made on the

2014 HarLey-DaviDson® 
MotorcycLes rusHMore Project

Demo rides 9 am-12 noon & 1 pm-2 pm

11940 North Maple Island
Fremont, MI 49412

231-924-3020
MON-FRI 8 AM-5:30 PM / SAT 8 AM-3 PM

www.sandysharley-davidson.com
®

Check out our selection of Previously Owned 
Harley-DaviDsOn® Motorcycles.

aMerican FLag cereMony 12 noon
presented by 

the Forgotten eagles and newaygo vFW
special guest ~ Kelly trudell 

and grand rapids young Marines will be here

red cross Blood Drive
10:15 am to 2:45 pm

Free PiZZa after 1pm

www.bmwmcgr.com
616.530.6900
Grand Rapids, MI 49548-5730
5995 South Division
BMWMotorcyclesof GrandRapids

All bikes welcome!

Bikers Against Breast Cancer

Headlight Run
4th Annual

June 7, 2014

5pm - 8pm 
After-Ride Party

For more information contact  
Steve Melton at 616-890-4082; mi_redneck@comcast.net
or Terri Tyler at 616-914-0211; territyler58@comcast.net

Registration:  
10am - 11:30am
Ride departs at noon sharp!

Registration fee $20
Includes dinner and a chance to win a 2 nights 
stay in Mackinaw City at the Lamplighter Motel.

819 Ottawa Ave.
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Silent Auction
Chinese Raffle

Teazer’s Surprise Auction
50/50 Raffle

Ride Stop Sponsors:

Champs 
Bar & Grill

Proceeds to benefit
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I’ve been riding street bikes around Franklin since 1976 & 
I’ve been working at S & G Custom Cycles in Columbia for 
12 years along with doing business with the 40 year old 
bike shop since 1981. I’ve seen & done many 

wild things in this time period 
along with meeting some 
fascinating people. Let me 
tell you about two of them.
Riders in the Middle Tenn. 
area may recognize these two 
Chapel Hill residents who both 
ride with the orange colors 
of the Weasles motorcycle 
group, aka a “Drinking Club.” 
Here are “Pleazr” & “Jawz” 
Wiedel, two people who 
have lived the dream in 
2013. That dream being a 
19,000 mile motorcycle ride 
crisscrossing America from 
May 1st to Labor Day.
Early last year Jawz lost his 
job because of downsizing 
& soon after his wife was 
laid off from her job. After 
careful consideration & 
several adult beverages 
they decided to make 
that two wheeling trip 
they had dreamed of 
that many of us have 
on our Bucket List. While 
enjoying the beaches of 
Panama City they made the 
decision to go for it. They 
had no certain itinerary, 
no deadlines, some vague 
plans, & family/friends all 
across America they had not 
seen in a while. They traveled 
with their comfortable & well 
accessorized Bunkhouse 
Camper with a faithful GPS 
along with the determination 
to travel America away from 
the Interstates. (Less than 3K 

miles of this trip were on Interstates.)
They toured some War Between The 

States battlefields on the way out of Tenn. 
& Miss., visited Pleazr’s Mom in Ft. Smith, 
Ark., attended a Weasel party in the Ozarks, 
& cruised by their son’s home in Kansas City. 
They would ride further on to see too many 
places to list here but they made it to the 
Grand Canyon, saw the World’s Largest Ball 
of Twine, climbed Pike’s Peak, partied at the 

Hollister Bike Rally, another 
Weasel party in Portland, 
crossed the Rocky Mountains 
a couple of times, went to 
Harley’s 110 anniversary, 
& more in 24 states before 
heading to Sturgis Bike rally. 
(I asked them what was the 
best place they visited & 
both answered Crater Lake, 
OR.  Very beautiful there! )
During this months’ long 
bike ride they camped 
out 3/4 of the time along 
with staying with friends 
& checking in motels too. 
They had no problems with 
either of the Harley’s & 
only needed maintenance 
& tires. Incredibly they 

were only rained on 3 times & snowed on once on this 
long journey. The most miles they rode in one day was 
740. Some of the more exciting things they had to deal 
with in their path were mud slides, major fires, a plane 
crash, wild animals, & some rough back roads. But 
the thing to remember is that they lived the dream 
so many of us riders have longed to do. Cruise the 

back roads of America like 
the Sportster riding Bronson 
from that old TV series. More 
importantly the Wiedel’s 
learned what “Freedom” is 
truly about in our country. It 
is sacred. 
Finally, Jawz must be 
living right because when 
he finally came home a 
company from Jacksboro, 
Tenn. that makes travel 
trailers for bikes was 
looking for him about a 
job. He is now the new 
Product Development 
Manager at Bushtech 
Bunkhouse. 
Y’all ride safe & often!

Bucket List Ride 
of a Lifetime!

by Rebel RonPleazr & Jawz – Courtesy Thunder Roads TN
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Touring Bikes

(269) 781-2247 • 1020 E. Michigan Ave. • Marshall, MI 49068
greg@gregalleninsurance.com • www.gregalleninsurance.com

Thunder Roads 

magazine is available 

in our office.

FULL COVERAGE 

STARTING AT $425.00
 

ON MOST HARLEY’S. 
 

500 COMP–500 COLLISION
8 MONTHS RIDING –4 MONTHS 

(COMP ONLY STORAGE) 

NO TICKETS/CLAIMS LAST 3 YEARS
RATES MAY VARY BY TERRITORY

Biker/Agent
STORAGE 

INSURANCE 
STARTING AT  

$8.40
 PER MONTH.

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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live 
entertainment

5 nights 
a week!
tues - sat

RemembeR ~ Our New and Used Bike 
Inventory is Always up to Date 
and online at Wolverinehd.com

TOP DOLLAR PAID
FOR YOUR TRADES!

WE NEED YOUR TRADE!!

®

586-463-7700
44660 N. GRATIOT AVE. 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP, MI 48036

TAKE I-94 TO EXIT 240

WOLVERINEHD.COM

--- OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ---

SHOWROOM

Sunday - 11-3

Monday -Friday - 10 - 6

Saturday - 10 - 4

SeRvice

Sunday - 11-3

Monday -Friday - 8 - 6

Saturday - 8 - 4

WOLVERINE HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

50,000 SQ.  FT.  OF EVERYTHING HARLEY-DAVIDSON ®

A MICHIGAN MUST SEE!!!

Visit or call Wolverine H-D for more details

Learn to Ride
Sign Up for a Class Today!

HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

RIDING ACADEMY

WWW.JOHNSMITHH-D.COM
555-555-5555

44660 N. Gratiot Ave. Clinton Twp, MI
48036

(586) 463-7700

WOLVERINE
HARLEY-DAVIDSON® 

Need Help
SelliNg Your Bike?

let uS Help You. 
You got tHe Bike tHeY WaNt.  tHrougH tHe 

HarleY-davidSoN® rider to rider program 
We Have tHe FiNaNciNg tHeY Need.*

* Financing available through Eaglemark Savings Bank (ESB), a subsidiary of Harley-Davidson® 
Financial Services. Subject to credit approval by ESB. See H-D® Dealer for details. Guam and Puerto 
Rico are exceptions as financing is through HDCC for them. © 2010 H-D. All rights reserved. Harley, 
Harley-Davidson® and the Bar & Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D Michigan, LLC.

5 Time Award Winner
2013 Recipient of the

Prestigious Harley-Davidson® 
Bar & Shield Award

call to reserve Your Spot
586.463.7700

$100.00 GIFT CARD
with every New or Pre-owned Bike Sold

®

GIFT CARD

$100.00

$100

one hundred
dollars

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARSFREE!

maY 31, 2014 ~ SWap meet
Hurry

!
Fillin

g

Up Fa
st!!

REFER A FRIEND TO 

WOLVERINE 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON® & GET A 
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Paragon Leather
7215 S Westnedge Ave.

Portage, MI. 
269-323-9483

Paragonleather.com

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.

Sturgis, MI. 49091
269-651-2464

Rohde’s Leather Shop
6148 Dixie Hwy

Bridgeport, MI 48722-0165
989-777-2340

Belts, Holsters, Zippers, 
Phone Cases, Coats, Vests

Insurance

Cycle Insurance Specialists
VanDuren-Irving West Insurance

2110 Enterprise St SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49508

800-815-9372
www.bestbikerate.com

Irving Insurance Agency, INC
3033 N Linden Rd.

Flint, MI. 48504
810-230-0250

Photography

Davide Photography
175 S. Saginaw St.
Pontiac, MI 48342

313-957-9062
davidephoto@gmail.com

www.davidephotography.com
Bikes- Cars- Beauty- Fashion

Kathleen Howell Photography
Fine Art, Landscapes, Motorsports

www.kathleenhowell.com
734-644-2954 

Sam T’ang Productions
28525 Beck Rd. Suite 122

Wixom, MI  48393
248-773-0004 studio

248-773-0002 fax

305-502-1354 cell
email SamTangStudios@yahoo.com

web: www.SamTang.com

Miscellaneous

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning 
25924 Five Mile Rd 
Redford MI 48239  

(313) 535-2270

Shields Fire Protection
5066 S. Seven Mile Rd.

Bay City, Mi. 48706
989-737-9335

On Site Fire Extinguisher Recharging

Victory Biker Church 
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org

810-247-6332

Bike Nights

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave

Wixon, MI.
248-449-9667

Thursday Bike Night

Trapper John’s Inn
3029 Bay St. (M-25)
Unionville, MI  48767

989-674-2431
Coldest Beer in Town!

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

Lodging & Camping

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23

Oscoda, MI. 48750
989-739-1818

Midland Resort
1500 W. Wackerly St.

Midland, MI 
989-631-4220

Oscoda Area 
Convention Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI.
1-877-8-oscoda

www.oscoda.com

Leather & Repair

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St.

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840

www.huntshogshop.com

Dealers & Service 
ABC Harley-Davidson

4405 Highland Rd
Waterford, MI 48328

248-674-3175
www.abcharleydavidson.com

Boondox Motorsports
2535 28th St. SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616-575-9250

www.boondoxmi.com

Capitol Harley-Davidson
9550 Woodlane Dr.

Dimondale, MI 48821
517-646-2345

www.capitolhd.com

Central Motorsports 
905 Corporate Way  

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
www.centralmotorsports.com

989-773-6025

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S. M 76

West Branch, MI. 48661
989-345-1330  

www.gildnershd.com

Macomb Powersports
46860 Gratiot Ave.

Chesterfield, MI 48051
586-949-4000

www.macombpowersports.com

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson of Lapeer
1422 Inlay City Rd, Lapeer, MI. 

810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com 

Sleeping Bear Motor Sports
8868 US-31 South
Grawn, MI 49637

231-275-BEAR (2327)
www.sleepingbearmotorsports.com

Smokin Joe’s Motorsports
8325 Broadmoor Ave SE

Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-7200

www.smokinjoesmotorsports.com

Tecumseh Harley-Davidson Shop
8080 Matthews HWY
Tecumseh, MI 49286

517-423-3333
www.tecumsehhd.com

Town & Country Harley-Davidson
US-12 & US-127

Cement City, MI 49233
517-547-3333

www.cementcityharley.com

Wolverine Harley-Davidson
44660 N. Gratiot Ave.

Clinton Township, MI 48036
586-463-7700

www.wolverinehd.com

Custom Painting 
& Fabrication

Bro’s Manufacturing LLC
Custom Frames

2653 7th St.  
Muskegon, MI 49444

231-578-6079  
www.brosmfg.com

Fb:  Airbrush Artist Xtraordinair
1040 Veto St. NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49504
616-458-5925

comartkelley@hotmail.com

training & 
instruction

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI

current endorsement required

Take your riding to the next level, 
learn from Certified Police motorcycle 

Instructors.
www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com

Call 248-855-4444

Bars & Restaurants

Boulevard Lounge
316 S Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI. 48640

989-832-5387

C & K Corner Store LLC
8892 Van Cleve Rd.
Vassar, Mi. 48768

989-871-3120
Biker Friendly, Great Food, Cold Beer

Duck Inn Waddle Out 
Lounge

3214 Brookfield Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008

269-342-4447
Facebook- Duck Inn Waddle Out

MC Parts & Service

333 Performance
11602 Allen Rd

Taylor, MI 48180
734-934-1652

HD Tuning & Repair Specialis

D & B Cycle 
21251 Groesbeck Hwy

Warren, MI.  48089  
586-447-1234

Dyno Tune

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street

Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055

www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840  

www.huntshogshop.com 

Nicks Pro Powersports 
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI.  48111
734-699-1180

www.nickspropowersports.com

Oakley Bike N Trike 
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

Rick’s Custom Cycle
31532 Ford Rd.

Garden City, MI. 48135
734-762-2077

www.rickscustomcycle.com

Get Thunder Roads 
Magazine of Michigan 
Delivered To Your Home or Business.
One year (12 issues) subscription is only $35.

Name___________________________________

Address_________________________________

City____________________________________

State___________________________________ 

Zip_______________

Make check payable to: 
Thunder Roads of Michigan
Mail check and this form to: 
P.O. Box 1782
Midland, MI 48641-1782

✁

If You Are A Biker 
Friendly Business 

And Would Like To 
See Your

 Business Listed 
And Receive 

Thunder Roads 
Michigan Magazines 

Each Month 
Call 989-615-5757 
(BFD listing only 

$250 per year)

ReAders
Pick Up Your 

Copy Of 

Magazine Each 
Month At These Fine 

Locations

TRMI BIKER FRIENDLY DIRECTORY
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3420 S Creyts ~ Lansing MI 48917 ~ 517.322.2069
www.tonymslansing.com ~ facebook.com/TonyMsrestaurant

M’sTONY
 BIker FrIendLy / exTra Large ParkIng LoT

Bring in this ad and say “I read Thunder Roads” 
receive either

 • Buy 1 Baked Spaghetti receive 2nd 1 free wITh PurChaSe oF 2 drInkS
or 

• 10% off your entire order
cannot be combined with any other offers or used in the banquet room

in the beautiful Irish Hills

Over 2000 Pairs 
Of Boots In Stock

Harley-Davidson® Boots

MOtOrcycle APPArel
Biker Jackets • leather Vests

chaps • Saddle Bags

Harley-Davidson® is a registered trademark of 
the Harley-Davidson® Motor Company

BIker 
JAcketS 

from 
$99.00

cHAPS 
from 

$79.00

J & J Western Store
14241 US 12, Brooklyn MI  49230

(517) 592-2813
OPen 9:30AM-5PM

closed Sunday

friday 
bike night
live music

amazing meat
on the smoker

happy hour
3-6 m-f

mon-tues 3-11• wed-sat 11-2 • sun 12-11Fresh, Local 

189 S. Maple • Grant MI • 231-834-5388

food & drink specials daily

Homemade Always!

Contact: Ellen Green, Press Manager, Strategic Book Group - PressManager@StrategicBookGroup.com  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
 

Join Along on the 
Motorcycle Ride of a Lifetime 
 

Author’s Journey Takes 

Him Across North America 
 

Just Cruzin’ is a day-by-day account of Douglas 

A. Miller’s ultimate motorcycle ride of a 

lifetime, which took him from Southwest 

Michigan across the byways of North America. 

On his two-month journey, he encountered wild 

animals, mechanical failures, vast climate 

changes, and narrowly escaped death.  

 

The 16,246-mile transcontinental motorcycle 

ride began and ended in Michigan. He travelled 

to the southernmost point in the United States in 

Key West, Florida, passed through New Orleans 

and west to tour Big Bend National Park on the 

Rio Grande in Texas. Riding north through El 

Paso, he intersected with the Continental Divide 

in New Mexico and crisscrossed it through the 

Rocky Mountains and across the Canadian 

border. He rode the entire length of the Alaska 

Highway, from Dawson Creek, British Columbia, through the Yukon to Fairbanks. 

 

During the return trip through the most remote areas of the far northwestern 

wilderness of British Columbia, he was plagued by mechanical difficulties. 

After getting repairs in Edmonton, Alberta, he completed his goal, reaching 

the Black Hills Motorcycle Rally in Sturgis, South Dakota. The trip took 

years of planning, but how many people can say they did what they always 

wanted to do, even if it was Just Cruzin’? 

 

About the Author: Douglas A. Miller didn’t plan to write a book, but was 

encouraged by people who followed his adventure and heard his story. He 

has lived most of his life in Southwest Michigan, where he now resides in 

semi-retirement following a career in nursing. 
 

 

JUST CRUZIN’ (ISBN: 978-1-62516-895-5) is now available for $11.95 and can be ordered 
through the publisher’s website: 
http://sbprabooks.com/DouglasAMiller or at www.amazon.com or www.barnesandnoble.com. 
 

\WHOLESALERS: This book is distributed by Ingram Books and other wholesale distributors. 
Contact your representative with the ISBN for purchase. Wholesale purchase for retailers, 

Just Cruzin’

universities, libraries, and other organizations is also available through the publisher; please email 
bookorder@aeg-online-store.com 

 
Strategic Book Publishing and Rights Co, LLC  

www.AuthorMarketingIdeas.com    www.PublishOnDemandGlobal.com    www.StrategicBookClub.com 
 

ABOUT: Strategic Book Publishing and Rights Co, LLC provides book publishing, book marketing, and e-Book services to over 

10,000 writers around the world, employing 150 people who live throughout the US and work virtually through 

telecommunication. Strategic Book Publishing and Rights Co, LLC is experiencing over 30% growth per year, having published 

approximately 3000 authors with almost 100 new releases per month. Our books are available through Ingram, the largest book 

distributor in the world, as well as in bookstores, through Amazon, Barnes & Noble and all online channels. Strategic Book 

Publishing and Rights Co, LLC attends and exhibits at the major book expositions in London, New York, China, and Germany 

each year. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/sbpra.us 

http://pinterest.com/sbpra/ 

https://twitter.com/SBPRA 

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Strategic-Book-Publishing-Rights-Agency-3690863 

 

### 
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Street Glides ride harsh and that’s being nice 
about it!  Harley Davidson used their lower air shocks on the bike and they simply 
are a horrible riding shock, heck even the Ultra Glide shock is not all that great 
with the extra 1” of ride height.  BUT, I have finally found a rear shock that will ride 
perfect for all Harleys (including trikes).  You really have to try HARD to bottom 
out with full bags and 500+ pounds of riders on board … even with a lower ride 
height if you choose!  Too good to be true? ... Nope, they are a coil shock made 
by Terry Cable.  Terry will build ‘em just for your riding type and load with a huge 
amount of adjustability too if things change.  Still not convinced, well ask Will Bar-
clay the two time winner of the Hoka Hey Motorcycle Challenge riding over 10,000 
miles straight with no hotels, no stopping for restaurants and almost no rest on a 
Harley Ultra Glide with Terry’s rear shocks and front suspension upgrades. When 
you order them from your local shop tell them as much info as you can so Terry 
can have them already set for you.  Of course, there is a crap load of adjustment 
available on these so if you would like a softer or firmer ride you can easily adjust 
to your liking. BONUS they are made in the USA!

Terry Cable Shocks- You will receive two shocks pre-adjusted and an 
adjusting tool (if you have a bagger you will also get the two air line plugs).
Easy to install, take off your bags if you have them, place a towel over your ex-
haust just in case something goes wrong and you drop something.  Then remove 
the airline by pulling the top red tab up and wiggling the airline out and inserting 
the stainless air feed plug supplied with the kit so the shock won’t loose air. Do 
this on both sides first, if you are not using a jack, so the shocks don’t collapse.  
Personally, I like using a flat jack so I know nothing is going to fall or collapse, it 
makes it easier to line things up. Take the bottom bolt out first and then remove 
the top bolt, holding the shock in your hand to make sure it does not fall and 
scratch your exhaust.  Then install it all in the reverse order one side at a time.  
You will be done in about 30 minutes or so!

     Air line on original shock   

Old shock and new shock, the shocks are at the same angle I just didn’t 
take the picture from the same angle ... Sorry

I have unscrewed and raised the chrome cover to show you just how huge 
of a ride adjustment you have!

Now I would like to address the front forks and the lack of maintenance done on 
them. I believe you should change out your fluid every 20K; this can be quite a 
chore if you have an ultra or road glide which came with a left fork cartridge sys-
tem 2002-2005 (NOT Road King). To do the oil change on this fork system you 
need to take the front left fork off to service it, what I like to do is switch out the 
innards to the old style or use the newer style cartridge emulator or dampening 
valve that Harley starting putting in the 2006 and newer that made them work like 
a cartridge style shock but made them easier to service and work much better.

The top spring is the cartridge style and the bottom is the Traditional style

Tech Tips By Steve SHOCKING!
A non-Harley service manual trick to change fork fluid on most other Harley model 
forks including both forks on the 2001 and older style fairing bikes and the right 
fork on the 2002-2005 fairing bikes and both forks on 2006 and newer style fairing 
model Harleys is as follows. Pull the ground wire off battery, take out the ignition 
switch by inserting the key and turning the switch to the accessory position then 
push up on a small tab under the switch and rotate the switch till it stops and 
pull up on the housing removing it, watching out for the spring under the switch 
because it may fall out. There is a nut below that with a metal and plastic spacer 
that you will have to remove.  Then remove the plastic cover unplugging the wiring 
harness from it, this will gain you access to the top fork nut. You will have to spend 
about $20 or so for a special socket to remove it without damaging your bike, Yup 
I have done without using this tool but it is soooooo easy with the correct tool! 

Top fork nut after plastic cover is removed
After the top nut is removed take out the bottom drain plug. Tip – use a hand 
impact driver to take out the drain plug, it is in there tight and you can strip out the 
phillips head if you’re not careful.  Drain out the fork oil and measure how much 
comes out; you should get about 10oz or so after compressing the forks a few 
times.

Hand impact driver
When putting the new fluid back in the 2006 and newer bikes (Tip- ALWAYS use 
a new fork drain bolt and sealing washer) ONLY put about half of the fluid back in, 
put the top cap on then slowly compress the forks up and down, this will allow the 
fluid to get by the dampening valve.  Pull the top cap back off and slowly dump the 
rest of the fork fluid in, put fork top cap back on, tighten and compress the forks 
a few times again. 

For the 2002-2005 fairing model guys, you have a choice to make, however all 
of them include taking at least the left fork off the bike like the picture below. One 
choice is to follow Harley Davidsons service procedure and service the cartridge 
like the instruct then do this again in 20K miles. The second choice is you could 
buy the innards from a non-cartridge style FL fork system and install them into the 
left leg and discard the cartridge.  YES the lower legs or “sliders” are the same 
inside on the cartridge and non-cartridge forks, then the next service interval you 
can do the service the easy way.  With this choice you may get some fork dive due 
to no cartridge in the left fork but I have not heard any complaints from people do-
ing this (you can always use heavier weight fluid to get a stiffer ride).  Third choice 
is to get the innards from a 2006 and newer fairing Harley and change both sides 
out to the updated dampening valve system and have your cake and eat it too.
HUGE thank you to Richard Wityk from Ohio for taking the time to hand write me 
a letter describing his dealership fun fuel problem … Turns out they said he had 
a bad baffle in the fuel filter on his injected 2007 Harley Deuce that would shift 
and shut off the fuel, similar problem we talked about a few articles ago with the 
fuel line pinhole on injected bikes, it would run great then starve for fuel and shut 
off, then coast to a stop try it again and the bike would run fine … sorry you had 
a problem on the road Richard L but glad it is all fixed and you are up and riding 
J. Tip- always replace both fuel lines and the filter if you suspect this problem.
Hope you are all riding and having a great time brothers and sisters!
Need more help? Stop in and say hello! 
God Bless you all
Steve

2005 Ultra with the left fork off for servicing ... FUN!

Golgotha Performance Cycles
www.golgothacycles.com
517-977-1752
golgothacycles@comcast.net

Air line plug in original shock so it 
won’t compress

 70 MAY 2014  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN www.thunderroadsmichigan.com MAY 2014  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 71www.thunderroadsmichigan.com





www.dbcycles.com

2151 Groesbeck • Warren MI 48089 • 586-447-1234 • Fax 586-447-1235

FULL MACHINE 
SHOP SERVICE

COMPLETE 
ENGINE WORK

STROKER KITS

TRANS WORK

CUSTOM BIKES 
BUILT

CUSTOM 
PAINTING

DYNO 
TUNING

TIRE PRICES 
THAT CAN’T 

BE BEAT!

PROFESSIONAL POWDER COATING 
Motorcycles • Automobiles • ATVs

16261 GROvE ROAD • LANSING MI

CALL 517-886-1020 • FAX 517-886-2151

Larry’s Custom Cycles
132 S. Winter St. • Adrian, MI 49221

517-265-7709 • 517-263-5140

From minor tune-up 
to major engine repair

Large supply of 
Dunlop & Metzeler 

tires.

Usually same day 
service.

Large selection of good 
used early and late 
model Harley parts.

We buy Harley 
Davidson Parts

We stock tons of parts 
no waiting for special 

orders

Serving Southern Michigan Since 1965

We really are “OLD SCHOOL”

SPECIALIZING IN 
HARLEY DAVIDSON

734-242-6080
AMERICAN V-TWIN

STREET PERFORMANCE SPECIALIST

IN-HOUSE MACHINE SHOP
CERTIFIED EFI TUNING CENTER

15514 MILITARY ST. / MONROE MI 48161

Caught ya lookin’
this could be your ad here

Our ADS last for 30 days not 30 seconds!

Contact us at
989-615-5757

S
K
I
N
A
R
T
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• Parts and Accessories

THUNDERWEAR HOODIES
S-XL:    $30
XXL:     $32
XXXL:   $35
+ S/H & TAX

T-SHIRTS
S-XL:    $15
XXL:     $17
XXXL:   $20
+ S/H & TAX

For mail order include $5 per shirt for tax & handling. 
Four or more shirts $3 per shirt.

Include check or money order payable to:  Thunder Roads Michigan
Send to:  Thunder Roads Michigan, PO Box 1782, Midland, MI 48641-1782

For credit card / pay pal sales go to www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 
and place your secure order today at the Thunder Store!

NO ReFuNdS OR exchaNgeS

TO ALL OUR BRAVE, PROUD TROOPS... YOU’RE IN OUR THOUGHTS & PRAYERS DAILY. God Speed You Home. 

K.I.S.S. page composed & edited by: Toni McCoy Shearon of Tennessee 
aka “MaMa Thunder” of Thunder Roads Tennessee 
Props to: Michael Symon on The Chew, ABC Network

MOM’S DAY TREAT.....BREAKFEST IN BED 
CORNFLAKE CRUSTED FRENCH TOAST
3  Large Eggs
1  Cup of Half & Half
3  Tbls. of Sugar or Baking Splenda
1  Tbl. of Cinnamon
1/2 tsp. Real Vanilla
4  Very thick slices of Challah or Brioche Bread; a hearty, heavy-duty 	
   bread. Sliced about 1” thick (4) feeds 2, for extra people, double or triple 	
   recipe
3  Cups of Plain Cornflakes; crushed very slightly
1  Cup of Slivered Almonds (or chopped) 
Combine eggs, 1/2 & 1/2, sugar, cinnamon, and Vanilla in flat pie crust 
dish and whisk up thoroughly.
Combine cornflakes and almonds in another dish. 
Over medium heat, in a pre-heated skillet, add about 1/4 stick of butter. 
Add pieces of your bread one at a time and let each side soak up mix, but 
not get soggy. Transfer to skillet. Do all pieces quickly so they’ll be done at 
the same time. Flip when you peek and they’re a golden brown. 
BANANA BUTTER MAPLE SYRUP: 
1-1/2 of your fave Pure Maple Syrup
2  Bananas; sliced to your desired thickness
2  Tbls. of Butter
Heat up syrup and butter slowly until really hot. Add in bananas and 
let heat thru. Serve hot over Mom’s French Toast. Now this is how 
“The Queen of the Home” should be treated. And oh yes, you shall be 
rewarded! 

“VET’S CHOICE” PARMESAN CRUSTED CHICKEN 
2  Cups of Buttermilk 
1  Cup Hellmann’s Real Mayonnaise or Light
1/2 Cup of Real Parmesan Cheese (Buy a brick at the Deli counter and   	
    use a box grater) REAL Parmesan makes all the difference in the world.
4 Large Chicken Breast Halves; Skin On
1 Flat, Shallow Pie dish halfway filled with Italian Seasoned Bread Crumbs
Salt & Pepper your bread crumbs thoroughly

Lay chicken out in a 9x13 glass baking dish and submerge in Buttermilk 
for at least 1 hour. Shake off excess & pat dry. Combine Mayo with real 
Parmesan
cheese in a flat, pie curst dish. Dredge chicken through mixture and get 
in there with your hands and make sure it gets coated really well. Now, 
take each piece over to the bread crumbs dish and thoroughly coat each 
side. Pat down to make sure it really adheres. Place on an elevated rack 
and just let sit for apprx. 15 minutes. Place on flat pan sprayed with butter 
spray or a silt cover. Bake at 425 for 20 minutes until deep, rich golden 
brown. Let rest 5 minutes. OMG! Sprinkle more Parmesan on them fresh 
out of the oven and a drizzle of lime or lemon (your preference) juice on 
each. Delicioso
    
THANK YOU! ALL VETS AND ACTIVE MILITARY; 
WARM YUKON POTATO SALAD
1-1/2 Yukon Gold potatoes; bring to a full boil in salted water until tender. 
Drain & cool only slightly. Mix up: 1/3 cup Balsamic Vinegar, 1/4 cup Extra 
Virgin Olive Oil, 1/4 stick butter, 1 tsp. Dijon mustard, 1/2 cup of parsley 
flakes (fresh) & 1 bunch of scallions; white bulb & only tender green 
parts, sliced thin. Mix all liquids together and toss gently by fingertips over 
potatoes. Sprinkle parsley throughout. I always toss in some Sour Cream 
and mix up too. So Good! 

MAMA’S HAPPY ENDING (Don’t go there sickos)
1  Pkg. (2 layer size) White Cake Mix
3  Cups of Flaked Coconut; Divided
1-1/4  Cups Cold Milk; Divided
1 Pkg. Jello-O Coconut Cream Instant Pudding
1 Pkg. Jell-O Vanilla Instant Pudding
1/4 Cup Powdered Sugar
1 Tub (8 oz.) Cool Whip Topping
Make care per directions, adding in the coconut, milk and dry coconut 
pudding mix. Pour into prepared sprayed pans. Cook, then cool for 10 
minutes. Remove from pans and cool totally. 
Next, beat dry vanilla pudding mix, sugar and remaining milk in large bowl 
with whisk. This will be thick. Stir in Cool Whip. Refrigerate until ready to 
put cake together. Put down a cake doily and one cake, cut a straight line 
to off if too rounded to make it flat. Frost all over top, sprinkle good with 
coconut, then add 2nd layer and frost that baby all over. Sprinkle coconut 
all over top and kinda’ throw it onto sides and then press some too. Mom 
will LOVE this & you!  
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Bullet Points

I field a lot of questions from bikers, especially when they see 
my Sporty parked outside the shop, and one of the most com-
mon is, “Can I open carry on my bike?” The legal answer is, 
though it may be visible, it is legally considered concealed, 
because you are operating a motor vehicle. You may carry it 
unloaded, in a locked case, with ammo separate from the gun, 
reasonably out of reach within your saddlebags, and then there 
are still a lot of laws you must know! You may not possess it on 
the premises of anywhere that sells beer, wine, or liquor – that 
includes the parking lot! I recommend obtaining your CPL, and 
then you don’t have to worry about that particular issue (with the 
exception of bars), and you may have your loaded gun on you, 
concealed or not! There are several steps you must take, and it 
will cost you about $200-$300, but it’s absolutely worthwhile if 
you want to ride and have your firearm with you. 

Step One: Be a resident. 
I know this may sound silly, but not all states require residency 
to issue a concealed weapons permit. Michigan does. You must 
be a resident of the State of Michigan for at least six months pri-
or to applying for your Concealed Pistol License (CPL), though 
this may be waived if you hold a current license from your prior 
state of residency. 

Step Two: Know your background. 
In order to obtain a license to carry concealed, you must un-
dergo a background check by the State of Michigan, in order to 
prove that you have behaved in a lawful and responsible man-
ner in the past. Before you proceed to step three, you should 
read the application to verify that you meet all the requirements. 

Step Three: Take a class. 

The State of Michigan has explicit requirements that CPL class-
es must meet in order to be valid. Be sure that you are enrolling 
in a class that will give you a solid education, because otherwise 

you are cheating yourself, and ignorance of the law is not an ex-
cuse that will work in a courtroom, should you ever find yourself 
there. Prices will vary a bit from instructor to instructor, but I’d be 
wary of anyone charging less than $100 for their class. Some 
instructors charge more, but Wolverine is one shop of many 
who charge $100. The CPL class offered at our shop will start 
you at the basics of firearm safety, and take you through every-
thing you need to know in order to carry concealed in the State 
of Michigan. You will be shooting on the range, and we will work 
with you until you feel comfortable. We want you to be safe out 
there! You will be issued a certificate upon completion of the 
class, and from there you move to…

Step Four: Apply at the county clerk. 
You will take your certificate and government issued identifica-
tion down to the county clerk, where it will be processed. Some 
counties require that you bring in a passport quality photograph 
and a fingerprints card, while others will take your picture and 
fingerprints at the time of application. You will then pay your 
processing fee to the county, and from there you simply wait. 
Your permit will arrive in the mail within three months, though I 
know some counties are processing applications within only a 
few weeks! 

If you have more questions about obtaining your CPL, feel free 
to come down to the shop and pick our brains. There are sev-
eral certified instructors on staff, and any one of us would be 
more than happy to help!

More information regarding firearms law, the application pro-
cess, and detailed requirements for obtaining a CPL can be 
found online by going to www.michigan.gov/msp and clicking 
on the “Firearms” tab on the left side of the page. 
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 3592 Main St. • Akron MI 48701 • 989.691.5761

hump day 
Wednesdays

EvEry 
Wednesday bike night 

5pM-9pM

happy hour 
11 AM- 9pM

BurgEr & long nEck or a wEll drInk for $5.99

All you cAn EAt wIngS for $7.99

BuckEt BEErS- 6 long nEckS for $13.00 (mix & match)
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49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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STARTInG MAy 15th

A Loaded Question
Courtesy of Wolverine Shooting Sports, Inc. ~ Dani Sparks
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