


LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY • FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS • 20+ YEARS OF INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
With Approved Credit. Ask for details.

ROYAL OAK...........................248.398.7204
GARDEN CITY........................734.237.5002
WARREN................................586.979.8894
LIVONIA...............................734.425.4646
FARMINGTON HILLS..............248.473.8200
ROSEVILLE...............................586.777.8660
ST. CLAIR SHORES................586.771.7620
PORT HURON.........................810.385.4880

CANTON.................................734.981.7770
KEEGO HARBOR......................248.682.1600
TAYLOR.....................................734.946.4174
WATERFORD............................248.673.4970
LINCOLN PARK.......................313.383.9434
GRAND RAPIDS.......................616.241.5897
PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS)...616.363.1106
DETROIT..................................313.526.3799

*Installation Offer includes normal installation with purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee of $4.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive labor and extensive materials fee extra. Prior sales not included. SALE ENDS 4/30/16. 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1967.MICKEY SHORR IS A MICHIGAN COMPANY.

STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM - 5:30 PM. CLOSED SUNDAY

✦Bring in any competitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and we'll beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.

MO97

Visit us on 
Facebook

Automobiles • Marine • Motorcycles • Classic Cars • Recreational Vehicles 
F

w w w . m i c k e y s h o r r . c o m

CUSTOM INSTALLATION! ALL MAKES & MODELS!
MOTORCYCLE AUDIO EXPERTS!

Mfg. List 
$279.95

Mfg. List 
$279.95

$19995•280 watts •20Hz-20KHz 
frequency response. 
HX280/4/1118

$19995

MONOBLOCK CLASS D FULL-RANGE 
MOTORCYCLE AMPLIFIER
•20Hz-12 kHz frequency 
response. HX300/1/1119

EVERY RIDE NEEDS A SOUNDTRACK

$9995
PAIR

Mfg. List 
$149.95

AMPLIFIED 
MOTORCYCLE 
SPEAKERS 
WITH BLUETOOTH
 MC420B/1071

WE’LL BEAT ANY DEAL!
✦

HEAD TO
THE SHORR®

NOBODY BEATS MICKEY SHORR!
INSTALLATION ACCESSORIES FOR HARLEY-DAVIDSON ®

BIG SOUND FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE

4-CHANNEL CLASS D FULL RANGE 
MOTORCYCLE AMPLIFIER

HX AMPS

•4 channel 160 watt amp •4 
5.25” speakers •Fits 1998-2013 
Harleys •Includes all harnesses. 
R1HD49813/7100

$29995
INCLUDES ALL HARNESSES AND HARDWARE FOR FULL INSTALLATION

Mfg. List 
$499.95*Not compatible with some CVO™ and Screaming Eagle™ 

Harley-Davidson motorcycle models.

160 Watt 
4-Channel 
Motorcycle 
Sound System 

*Fits 1998-2013 Harley-Davidson™ 
factory 2-speaker systems

Harley-Davidson®  Sound System!

$399599-9600/2549

$2495

6.5” Speaker Adaptor Kit 
for Harley-Davidson

NSTALLATION ACCE

Harley Stereo Install Kit

Mfg. List $29.95

Mfg. List $59.95

•Molded for Harley-Davidson fairings. 
PMSA65/7087

•Front aux input •Remote control •MP3 
playback. DEH-150MP/2121

FRONT  AUX 
INPUT

Mfg. List $109.95

INSTALLED*

Mfg. List $119.95•Front USB/aux input. •Bass Boost KMM-BT315U/2424

AM/FM MEDIA PLAYER 
WITH BUILT- BLUETOOTH$6995

INSTALLED*
IN DASH DECKS...NOBODY BEATS MICKEY SHORR!

AM/FM CD PLAYER $8995

ULTRA COMPACT  DESIGN
PERFECT FOR  MOTORCYCLES, UTVS  &  AUTOS

BLUETOOTH 
STREAMING!



 KEEP YOUR FEET HEALTHY FOR RIDING!
NatioNwide Foot & aNkle Care  P.C.

Biker Friendly and Biker Owned

•	Arthritis	&	Ingrown	Nails
•	Bone	&	Heel	Spurs
•	Bunions,	Corns	&	Calluses
•	Diabetic	&	Senior	Foot	Care
•	Flat	Feet	&	Arch	Pain
•	Fractures
•	Fungus	Nails	&	Infections
•	Hammertoes

•	Leg	Cramps	&	Heel	Pain
•	Numbness	&	Gout
•	Ankle	Sprains	&	Sports	Injuries
•	Ulcers	&	Wound	Care
•	Varicose	&	Spider	Vein	Treatments
•	Warts	On	Hands	&	Feet
•	Burning	&	Tingling	Feet
•	Circulation	&	Nerve	Problems

We	Accept	Medicare,	BCBS,	HAP,	BCN,	Most	PPOs	&	Most	Miscellaneous	Insurances

32432	Woodward	Ave.	/	Royal	Oak	/	248.549.3338
JUST	SOUTH	OF	14	MILe	ROAD	ACROSS	FROM	ART	VAN

10986	Middlebelt	Road	/	Livonia	/	734-261-3400
1/4	MILe	SOUTH	OF	PLyMOUTH	ROAD

www.nationwidefootandankle.com

TWO	MeTRO-DeTROIT	LOCATIONS	TO	SeRVe	yOU

DR.	RANDy	H.	BeRNSTeIN,	DPM
DR.	RANDy	SeMMA,	DPM	

FOR YOUR TOTAL FOOT AND ANKLE CARE

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 • (248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

Monday 11am - 2am
Tuesday - Sunday 9sam - 2am

STAY TUNED... FOR EXCITING NEWS COMING SOON!

LIvE ENTERTAINMENT 5 nights a week

• Hot Girlz

• cold beer

• Great food

• bikini Staff

• SpecialS everyday

BIKE NIGHT KICK-OFF THURSDAY, MAY 5TH

SPONSORED BY

Street i Dirt i Snow i Dynotuning

 u Complete Street and Dirt Riding Apparel y Accessories y Supplies
u Full Service Facility with 12 Work Bays

u Motorcycle y ATV y Snowmobile Dynometers

1660 E Caro Rd y Caro MI 48723 y 855-672-8500
MonDAy-FRIDAy 9-6 y SATuRDAy 9-4

CMS is ready to meet all of your Motorcycle, 
ATV and Snowmobile needs.

Visit us at our website to view Dyno Sessions 
and learn more about our Services

www.caromotorSportS.com

 2 APRIL 2016  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN www.thunderroadsmichigan.com



Thunder Cam I........................................................................3

Tech Tips.................................................................................6 

Letter From The Owner..................................................……..7

Thunder Roads MI Events Calendar......................…..……10

Veterans Corner....................................................................12

Jason the Lawyer ~ Get Ready to Ride.................................14

Jokers Wild…....................................................................…16

Thunder Paws.......................................................................19

Running to the Thunder........................................................20

90th Year Anniversary Celebration......................................23

MI Thunder Run Ride n’ Win..............................................24

2016 Thunder Fun Night......................................................28

Biker Preacher’s Corner…...................................................31

Jody Mo’s Thunder Fun.........................................................33

ABATE.............................................................................35

History of a Motorcycle ~ Part 9.........................................36

Sudoku by Geneva...............................................................42

Biker Friendly Directory....................................................…44

Bullet Points.........................................................................46.

We Work on all Makes & Models
from oil changes to complete custom modifications

Chrome Wheel
 Exchange Program

CHROME 
HARLEY RIMS 
STARTING FROM 

$600.00 
EXCHANGE

In-House 
• DynoTuning

• Powder Coating

We do Insurance work pick up and delivery available

273 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti MI 48198
Office 734-480-3148
Fax 734-547-BIKE mon thru fri 

10am - 6pm 
sat appt onlywww.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jason Waechter, David McCallister “Possum”,  Brian “BMAN” McKay, Rusty Bongard, 
Debra Wright, Geneva, Dale Terry, Robyn Snyder, Billy D, TRIA, Rick Wyatt “ghost”,

TRO, Elizabeth Wood

2016 Harley-Davidson®

Heritage Softail® Classic
We have the full line of 2016
Harley-Davidson® motorcycles
- including the Project
Rushmore touring models - 
in stock and available for
immediate delivery. It’s cold and
snowy now but spring is right around the corner.
The 2016 models have been selling fast. Don’t 
miss your chance to own your dream bike.
Stop by our store today to find the Harley® of
your dreams.
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April Showers... Roads are Clean... 
Let’s Get Ready to Ride n’ Win!
Dust off your Ride Cards and get them ready for soon the Ride n’ Win 
contest will be kicking off again this year!  The Registration Stops 
are excited, the Ride Stops are excited, the event stops are too and 
so should YOU, because you get to ride to these places and have a 
chance to win FREE stuff!  We are not talking about free pencils like 
my grandma used to give out to trick or treaters…we are talking about 
CASH, Gift Cards, VIP tickets & passes and much more!  Did you 
know that each month we gave away about 50 prizes!  Some people 
have won 2 & 3 times folks!  So get ready for the kick off on May 1st!  
If you don’t have a Ride Card yet, you can sign-up for one at Registra-
tion Stops, which will all be listed in next month’s issue.

Now, let’s talk about April…check out that custom bike created by Mo-
torCity Customs!  There are some exciting changes unfolding and you 
can read all about it on page 27 in this issue.  Make sure before you 
get your bike out to ride that you check it over, which you can read all 
about in this issue, along with all the events coming up & more!  We 
are going to have an exciting season here in Michigan!  Don’t forget 
to be at the Detroit International Bike-O-Rama April 2nd & 3rd at Cobo 
Hall too.  Make sure you come by and say hi as we will be set-up there 
with all the Thunder Roads Gear & more!  Check the events calendar 
for all the upcoming events you won’t want to miss.  

Thank you to all the monthly contributors to TRMI and our wonder-
ful advertisers~ for you are all what helps make and keep Thunder 
Roads Magazine of Michigan the #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine in 
Michigan!  

Last month the Biker Friendly character was on page 10, in the pic-
ture with Max & his toolbox. See if you can find him this month (larger 
version found in the Biker Friendly Directory).  Be sure to like Thunder 
Roads Magazine of Michigan on Facebook.

Now for some “Mo” Advice:
Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a 
second-rate version of somebody else.

			            Jody Mohowitsch 
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Tech Tips

Take a few minutes to look over your bike and make 
sure everything is ready to go.  If you’re not comfort-
able wrenching on your own bike or would simply 
like another set of eyes to go over everything – this 
is a great time to call your local dealer or shop and 
schedule a spring service check.  There’s no shame 
in reaching out, and a spring session at the shop is a 
great chance to have everything looked over before 
you hit the road!

1. Dust Off Your Bike.

Remove the cover and any blocks used to keep your 
bike in place during winter storage and lower the bike 
onto its side stand. Remove any plugs, rags or cov-
ers from the exhaust pipes and air intakes meant to 
keep out animals and foreign objects. Wash away any 
coating you may have applied to protect the frame, 
rims and chain.

2. Look Over the Fuel System.

Replace the fuel filter and examine the fuel tank, fuel 
lines and fittings for cracks and leaks. If you used fuel 
stabilizer, your fuel should be in good shape. Make 
sure by opening the filler cap and looking inside for 
gunk or stratification. If the fuel is consistent and 
clean, you can go to the next step. If not, you’re better 
off draining the tank and fuel lines before running the 
engine. You also should check and clean your carbu-
retor. Add a fuel system cleaner the next few times 
you fill your tank.

3. Make Sure it’s Well-Oiled.

Many motorcycle manufacturers recommend that you 
change the engine oil and filter before storage and 
again in the spring. During storage, the oil can sepa-
rate, causing a condensation build up that may harm 
your engine. Whether or not you changed your engine 
oil before storage, you’ll still want to check the oil level 
before riding.

4. Check the Fluids.

Check the fluid hose connections for looseness or 
signs of leakage. Check for cracks in all hoses and 
replace as needed. Check the levels and consistency 
of all of the fluids. Change any fluid that looks suspi-
cious and top off any that need refilling. Always use a 
new sealed container when topping off fluids. Flush 
and replace the old antifreeze with proper coolant. 
You also should replace the air filter.

5. Charge the Battery.

If you removed the battery for storage and kept it 
charged, just clean the cables and terminals with a 
wire brush, then grease and reconnect. If you kept 
your battery trickle-charged or hooked up to a tender, 

it’s probably in good shape. However, if the bike was 
stored without disconnecting the battery or without 
using a smart charger, the battery will need to be fully 
charged or replaced if it won’t hold a charge. In either 
case, check the leads for corrosion and make sure 
they’re attached snugly. Depending on your battery, 
you may have to fill the cells with distilled water. Be 
sure the vent tube is connected and properly routed.

6. Kick the Tires. 

If the weight was off your motorcycle’s wheels during 
storage, chances are your tires are in good shape, but 
you still should inspect them thoroughly before riding. 
Check for cracks, bulges, punctures, stress marks 
or flat spots. Using a tire pressure gauge, check air 
pressure in both tires to ensure they’re properly in-
flated. If needed, refill your tires to the manufacturer’s 
recommended pressure. Inspect the wheels for dents 
and carefully tighten any loose spokes. Grease the 
wheel bearings. 

7. Hit the Brakes.

Check and fill the brake fluid level, and replace it if it’s 
dirty. Examine the brake lines for cracks and leaks. 
Inspect the brake pads and discs or shoes for wear. 
If they’re thin, you may want to get new ones. Thor-
oughly clean the brake rotors with brake cleaner. Lu-
bricate the front-brake hand lever and throttle cables.

8. Rev the Engine.

If you didn’t spray fogging oil or lubricate the top of 
the cylinder before storage, remove the spark plugs 
and pour 2 tablespoons of oil into the spark plug 
ports. This will lubricate the top portion of the cylin-
der walls before you start the bike. When you pull the 
plugs, check the gaps; if needed, use a gap-setting 
tool to set them to the manufacturer’s specifications.

9. Inspect the Frame, Suspension and Steering.

Inspect the frame and fairing for hairline cracks. 
Pay close attention to areas around the engine and 
transmission brackets. Move the forks forward and 
back to feel for looseness. If there’s any movement 
or clunking from the steering head, tighten it properly. 

Inspect the handlebars for cracks and lubricate the 
cable connections. Pay particular attention to brake-
lever pivot bolts, axle nuts and drain plugs. Lubricate 
all bearings and grease the kickstand. Check the 
condition of every nut and fastener, and tighten as 
necessary.

10. Double-Check the Chain and Sprockets.

Check the sprocket for missing teeth or uneven wear. 
Test the amount of slack in the motorcycle’s chain 
and adjust the tension to the manufacturer’s specifi-
cation. Then lubricate the chain.

11. Take a Look at the Electrical System.

Check your electronics, switches, lights and gauges 
for proper operation. Test your regular and high-beam 
headlamps, and front and rear turn signals. Test your 
rear brake light and ensure it lights up when you en-
gage the brakes. Test the horn to ensure it’s working.

12. Test the Controls.

Examine the cables and hoses for cracks, kinks or 
other damage. Test the levers and pedals to make 
sure they’re well-lubricated. Test the throttle to en-
sure it flows smoothly and does not jam or spring 
closed when released.

13. Update Your Insurance Policy.

Make sure your insurance policy is current and in 
force.  Far too often people have seasonal policies 
and they forget to renew once the snow thaws.  Then 
– one slip on winter cinders or a distracted cager can 
spell financial ruin for you.  If you’ve added any cus-
tom parts or equipment, you’ll want to be sure they’re 
covered as well.  

14. Hit the Road.

Let the bike idle for a few minutes to get its fluids 
circulating. Check to see whether it idles smoothly 
and at the correct RPM after reaching normal oper-
ating temperature. Use the Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation’s T-CLOCS (Tires, Controls, Lights, Oils and 
Fluids, Chassis and Stands) checklist before you hop 
on the motorcycle.

Getting ready for that Spring Ride!
contributed by The Iron Cowboy  ~ Thunder Roads Ohio
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TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2016
April

April 2
First Responders Appreciation Event 
Capitol HD, Dimondale, MI.  12-3pm, 
event for all Law Enforcement, Fire-
fighters, & EMS personnel. Free food 
& drinks, raffle, & more.  For more info 
go to capitolhd.com

April 2-3
Detroit International Bikeorama
Cobo Center, Detroit, MI.  Ultimate 
build competition $10k, prizes, 
trophies, vendors, massive swap 
meet, bikini contest, bike giveaway 
& more.  For more info or vendor 
info go to detroitbikeorama.com 

April 3
36th Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet
Lansing Center, Lansing, MI.  10 
am- 4pm, $6 pp, 12 & under free, 
buy- sell-trade; parts, leather, jew-
elry, patches, accessories & more.  
For more info go to hugeswap-
meets.com

April 7
Ladies Garage Party 
ABC HD, Waterford, MI. 6pm-8pm. 
Food, Beverages, Fun.
For more info go to AbcHarleyDa-
vidson.com (See full page ad inside 
front cover).

April 10
36th Annual Grand Rapids Motorcy-
cle Swap Meet 
DeltaPlex Arena, Grand Rapids, MI.   
10 am - 4 pm, buy-sell-trade, bikes, 
parts leather, food, beer.  For more 
info go to grandrapidsmotorcy-
cleswap.com (See ad this issue).

April 16
ABC HD, Waterford, MI. 11am-3pm, 
Free food & ride in bike show, 101 

WRIF live radio broadcast, sexy 16 
rock girl finalists.  For more info to 
go AbcHarleyDavidson.com (See 
full page ad inside front cover).

April 16-17
Motorcycle Swap Meet & Expo
Gibraltar Trade Center, Mt. Cle-
mens, MI. 10am-6pm, Admis $5. 
Children age 12 & under get in free 
if accompanied by adult. New/Used 
bikes, parts, & accessories.  For 
more info contact Angela at an-
gelan@gibraltartrade.com (See full 
page inside back cover this issue).

April 24
Birch Run Motorcycle Swap Meet
11600 N. Beyer Rd. Birch Run, MI.  
10am-4pm, $6 & free parking, over 
400 vendors with motorcycles, 
parts, accessories.  Vendor spots 
only $40.00 for used parts vendors.  
For more Info call Bubba 989-893-
5187 (See ad this issue).
 
April 24-26
Spring Open House & 1 year An-
niversary
Ray C’s HD, Lapeer, MI.  Test rides, 
new product demos, free food.  For 
more info go to raycsh-d.com (See 
ad this issue).

may

May 1
32nd Annual Peotone (IL) Motor-
cycle Swap Meet.  
Will Co. Fairgrounds, Peotone, IL.  
10 am- 4pm, $7 pp, early bird 7 am- 
10 am $10 pp, Bikes, parts, leather, 
food & beer.  For more info go to 
paragonspromotion.com (See ad 
this issue).

May 1
17th Annual Blessing of the Bikers
Church of the Living Word, Ovid, 
MI.  Ride in Bike Show regis by 
noon, hog roast all you can eat $5, 
50/50, prizes, charity ride.  For more 
info go to cotlw.org (See ad this 
issue).

May 7
4th Annual Allegan Blessing of the 
Bikes & Classic Cars
Blessed Sacrament Church, 110 N. 
Cedar St, Allegan, MI.  8am- 2pm, $5 
pp, food, vendors on site, Featuring 
Marge’s Custom Sewing & Big Moe’s 
BBQ, Proceeds go to Operation 
Injured Soldier, Safe Harbor Children’s 
Advocacy Center.  Music, games, 
silent Auction with Blessing at 12:00

May 7
“Moses” Bib Bash & JoAn’s 80th & 
Stu’s 83rd Birthdays
Museum of “Moses”, McBain (Vogel 
Center), MI.  10 am- 2 pm, hot dogs, 
cotton candy, vendors, short ride 
(weather permitting to follow), wear 
your bib overalls, 50/50, prizes & 
more.  For more info call 231-825-
2219

May 7
Blessing of the Bikes/Poker Run/MI 
Traveling Vietnam Wall.
American Legion Riders Post 510, 
Stockbridge, MI.  Regis 10 am $15 
Rider/$10 passenger (includes patch), 
last bike out at 12 pm and last bike in 
at 4 pm, concessions& vendors avail-
able. The MI Traveling Vietnam Wall 
will be on display from 11am-3pm. 
POC: wild_bill_1sgt@yahoo.com

May 7
Operation Guardian Angels Ride For 
Warriors 
Casa de Montecristo in Countryside, 
IL ride ends Notre Dame, IN. Starts at 
12 pm est, Dinner, raffles, and more.  
$30 per rider, $100 per non-rider (ban-
quet tkt only).  For more info contact 
Tori at Bulliersq1@gmail.com

May 7
Operation Guardian Angels Ride For 
Warriors 
Hamilton HD, Sturgis,  MI ends in 
Notre Dame, IN.  Starts 3pm est, Din-
ner, raffles, and more.  $30 per rider, 
$100 per non-rider (banquet tkt only). 
For more info contact Tori at Bul-
liersq1@gmail.com

May 8
36th Annual Mother’s Day Swap Meet 
& Bike Show
Midland Fairgrounds, Midland, MI. 
Sunday, 10am-4pm. 
Admission is $5. Children under 12 
free. Ride and bike show 10am-3pm. 
Sign up 10am-1pm. For more info 
email bubba@bubbastricityclyle.com

May 13-14
Spring Open House
Dick Scott’s Freedom Powersports, 
Livonia, MI. Fri. 11am-6pm, Sat. 
11am-4pm, Live Music, Food & Re-
freshments, WRIF onsite w/ games 
& prizes.  For more info go to www.
DickScottPowersports.com (See 
full page ad this issue).

May 13-15 
44th Annual Blessing of Bikes 
festival 
Baldwin, MI. Vendors set up all over 
the town, giant food fest, camping 
is available. (No vendor set up at 
the airport).  Blessing will be on 

Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Bike Nights listed ONLY on ads in each issue.

by Gary Bredeweg

TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2016
June 11
We Love Our Troops Annual Poker 
Ride
Ithaca Fairgrounds, Ithaca, MI.  
Regis. 11 am-noon, $30 day of, $25 
advanced, 125 mile ride, dinner avail, 
prizes, alcohol free ride.  For more 
info go to weloveourtroops.net

June 12
21st Annual Vintage Motorcycle 
Show & Swap Meet
Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Cor-
ners, MI. 8am-4pm, rain or shine.
Bikes 25 yrs old & older.  Regis. at 
gilmorecaremuseum.org (See ad 
this issue).

June 18
Red Arrow Riders Benefit Ride- Talons 
Out Honor Flight
VFW Post, Kalamazoo, MI. Regis. 
10:30am. Kickstands at 1pm.
$15 single, $25 double. Includes din-
ner, camping, live music, and prizes. 

June 25-26
24th Annual Ride for Father Fred
Classic Motor Sports, Traverse City, 
MI.  $25 rider, $15 guest, Sat. regis 9 
am- noon, Sun. regis 8am- 10:30 am, 
blessing of bikes, 50/50, escorted ride, 
advanced tickets avail, rain or shine, 
all motorcycles welcome.  For more 
info go to rideforfatherfred.com

July

July 8-10
Operation LZ Michigan
Oscoda Wurtsmith Airport, Oscoda, 
MI. Say thank you for your service 
&welcome home to Vietnam vets, 
family members and patriots.  Open to 
public, free, entertainment, vendors, 
memorabilia displays.  For more info 
go to operationlzmichigan.org

July 14
Escorted Ride to Vietnam Traveling 
Memorial Wall
Valley Plaza, Midland, MI. to Sanford 
American Legion. 9 am leaves, 6pm 
opening ceremonies.  Open 24 hrs.

July 14-17
Muskegon Bike Time
At the Rez, Muskegon, MI.  Free 

entry to vendors & most entertain-
ment, headline bands, beverage 
tents, stunt shows, national ven-
dors, contests & more.  For more 
info go to muskegonbiketime.com 
(See ad this issue).

July 16
Trooper Chad Wolf Memorial Ride
Biker Bob’s HD, Taylor, MI. Regis 
9am-11am, leaves 11:30am, ride 
starts/ends at Biker Bob’s HD, 
escorted ride, proceeds to trooper 
Wolf’s family, live music, lunch.  
For more info call Biker Bob’s HD 
734-947-4647

July 21-24
Ogemaw Hills Bike Week
Ogemaw Co Fairgrounds, West 
Branch, MI.  Biker games, AMA Pro 
Hillclimb, bike show, vintage bike 
show, live entertainment, camping, 
tattoo contest & more.  All motor-
cycles welcome.  For more info go 
to ogemawhillsbikeweek.com (See 
ad this issue).

July 28-31 
30th Annual Wetzelland Bash
Grover Hill, OH. Special guest: 
Jackyl &Jasmine Cain.  Bike show, 
tattoo show, rodeo games, live 
music & more.  For more info go to 
wetzelmc.com 

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting 

your event in Thunder Roads Magazine 
of Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our Magazine 
will have their event Posted on the Pull-
Out Calendar (specific issues) and your 
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder 
Roads Events Calendar of the Magazine. 
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan – 

Your Michigan Biker Connection
(Call about our Special Discounts for 

Ads for Charity Based Events)
To get your event listed in Thunder Roads 
Magazine and on our web site, send the 

information to:  
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Event information must be received prior to the 
10th of the month preceding the event month to be 

posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to attend 
any event as the information/dates may change. 

Thunder Roads is Not responsible for errors or omissions.

Sunday May 15th at the airport 
sponsored by Para Dice Motorcycle 
Club. Gates will open at 9 AM and 
donation in $5 per bike (not per 
person).  More than 40 thousands 
bikers come every year from all 
over the country. For more info go 
to paragonspromotion.com  

May 14
Blessing of the Bikes Swap Meet & 
Bike Show
Cash 4 Motorcycles, Milan, MI. Bless-
ings at 1pm-3pm by C.M.A. $10 per 
bike to enter. Gates open at noon. 
Food, music, corn hole & more.  Rain 
date on 15th.  For more info go to 
Facebook.com/Cash4Motorcycles

May 14
Blessing of the Bikes Fun Run
Redford Moose Riders, 5 mile rd, 
Redford, MI.  Open at 11 am, blessing 
noon, last bike out 1 pm, back 5:30 
pm, $20 rider, $10 passenger includes 
dinner, raffles band.  For more info call 
313-768-6350

May 14
Ask the Tech Workshop
Shiawassee HD, Birch Run MI.  
12pm-4pm
A workshop where the HD techni-
cians can answer your questions 
for free.  Ride & receive a free 
safety inspection.  For more info 
go to www.shiawasseeharley-
davidson.com (See full page ad this 
issue).

May 21
Cause For Paws 5th Annual Poker 
Run
American Legion, AuSable Twp, MI. 
Regis. 10am-11am. Kickstands up 
at 11:30 am. $10 operator, $5 Rider. 
Food and prizes.  For more info call 
Crazy at 989-820-5703

May 21
8th Annual Biker Blessing—Mat-
thew Brotherton Memorial Cancer 
Ride
Merriman Road Baptist Church, 
Garden City, MI. Regis. 9:30am, 
blessing at 1pm, ride at 2pm. Free 
food, free bike wash, music, bike 
show, vendors. Door prizes and a 

chance to win a flat panel T.V. For 
more info go to mrbcfaithriders.
com (See ad this issue).

May 29
28th Valpo-Fest Motorcycle-Car 
Show & Swap
Porter Co Expo Center, Valparaiso, 
IN.  9 am- 4 pm, $8 pp, 12 & under 
free, free to ladies who ride their 
bikes. Bikes, parts, leather, live 
bands, celebrity appearance, bike 
rodeo, food & beer.  For more info 
go to paragonspromotion.com (See 
ad this issue).

June

June 4
Michigan Riders Memorial Wall Fund-
raiser Party
10520 Iosco Rd, Fowlerville, MI.  $10 
donation, 4pm-?, music, food, free 
camping, clean showers/restrooms.  

June 4
Open House
Capitol HD, Dimondale, MI.  10 am-3 
pm, live music, free food, new prod-
ucts, vendors & more.  For more info 
go to capitolhd.com

June 5
Biker Sunday
Midland Nazarene, Midland, MI.  
10:45 am service, food, refreshments, 
biker games, bike show, live music, 
rain or shine, all bikes welcome.  More 
details to follow in next issue.  

June 5
Blessed in Hell Blessing Of The 
Bikes
Hell Creek Ranch, Pinckney, MI. 
Gates open at 10:30am Sharp! 
Show starts 11:30am-12:30pm & 
1:30-2:30, $10 per bike. Ride in 
bike show/over 20 vendors, food 
vendors & live music. For more info 
go to Hellcreekranch.com

June 9-11 
28th Annual Sandy Corley Memorial 
Run
The Double JJ Resort, Rothbury, MI.  
For more info or vendor info go to 
sandysharley-davidson.com 
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BIRCH RUN
MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET

BIRCH RUN
MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET

BIRCH RUN 
MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET

WHERE: Birch Run Expo Center
 11600 North Beyer Road  
 Birch Run, MI 48415

WHEN:   April 24, 2016 from 10am-4pm
 Admission: ONLY $6.00

“MICHIGANS BIGGEST and BEST Motorcycle Swap Meet”

For more info and to reserve your selling space call 989-893-5187
bubba@bubbastricitycycle.com • bubbastricitycycle.com

Electric Patch May Offer Relief From PTSD
Researchers at UCLA are using a noninvasive form of treatment called external 
trigeminal nerve stimulation (eTNS), (electrical stimulation of the nerves) that can 
be added to an existing regimen of therapy and medication. One of the research-
ers, Ian Cook, co-developed the still-experimental technique as a treatment for 
controlling epileptic seizures that were not responsive to medication. In the cur-
rent study, 12 chronic sufferers of PTSD, whose traumas ran the gamut from car 
accidents to rape to combat, participated in the eight-week open outpatient study 
using eTNS.

“Overall, we saw about 30 percent reduction in symptoms across the board in 
anxiety, sleep, startle reflex, and all major symptom domains of PTSD,” says 
Leuchter. They also saw a 50 percent decline in severity of depression. While 
that may not seem like a particularly strong symptom reduction, Leuchter adds, 
“Any reduction in symptoms in this population is very important because this was 
a group that had suffered with treatment-resistant symptoms for a very long time.” 
One quarter of the subjects’ PTSD went into remission. 

Since the UCLA study was an augmentation trial—that is, eTNS was administered 
in addition to patients’ existing regimens of psychotherapy and medication—their 
next phase of research will be a double-blind study, conducted with the VA in Los 
Angeles, on veterans who have served in the military since 9/11. Since it will be 
using placebo treatment, at the end of the study, veterans who received placebo 
will be given a chance to try the eTNS system, as well. 

Lawmakers Start Nonprofit to Help Struggling 
Veterans
Republican Rep. Tom Barrett and Democratic Sen. David Knezek have an-
nounced a new nonprofit to help struggling veterans after the state’s Auditor 
General released a scathing audit unearthing problems at a state-run veterans’ 
nursing home in Grand Rapids.

Barrett says he and Knezek, both Iraq War veterans, had been laying groundwork 
for the nonprofit before the recent audit led to the resignation of Michigan Veterans 
Affairs Agency Director Jeff Barnes in February.

Barrett says the nonprofit has already raised money from corporate sponsors. It 
aims to help break the chain of events leading to veteran suicide, help get service 
dogs for veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder or brain injuries and host 
town hall meetings.

Genesee County Department of Veterans Services 
receives $15,000 grant
State Rep. Pam Faris, D-Clio, has announced that the Genesee County Depart-
ment of Veterans Services has been awarded a $15,000 grant by the Michigan 
Veterans Affairs Agency. The money will be used to hire an additional permanent, 
full-time accredited benefits counselor.

“I am thrilled to see needed money come to Genesee County to help our veter-
ans,” Faris said. “This area has a long tradition of hardworking men and women, 
and our local servicemen and women extend that tradition across the globe. The 
benefits counselor will be a very helpful addition to the already excellent work of 
the Genesee County Department of Veterans Services.”

The Michigan Veteran Affairs Agency’s county incentive grant program will give 
money to 19 Michigan counties in the first round of fiscal year 2016 grants. The 
grants are awarded to counties looking to create local departments of veteran’s 

VETERANS 
     CORNER

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

affairs, hire additional accredited benefits counselors or upgrade or invest in new 
technology — all to better connect those who have served in the Armed Forces 
with the benefits they’ve earned.

State veterans homes pursuing Medicare, Medic-
aid certification
The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency would receive $70 million to support the 
Michigan Veteran Health System under Gov. Rick Snyder’s fiscal year 2017 bud-
get recommendations.

The recommendation includes $8 million for MVHS to pursue federal certification 
from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services – a move that is critical to 
the long-term financial stability of Michigan’s veteran’s homes.

“This funding will help ensure our veterans receive quality care while aligning 
Michigan with best practices in the veteran health care field,” Snyder said. “More 
than 600 men and woman live in these facilities, and this step will allow the Michi-
gan Veteran Health System to provide improved and necessary care for veterans 
of today and tomorrow.”

CMS certification would allow MVHS to collect additional federal funding avail-
able to Medicare- and Medicaid-eligible residents whose cost of care is not fully 
covered by VA per diem rates.

Capital improvements to both veterans’ homes have better positioned MVHS to 
receive CMS certification, including:

Implementation of electronic medical records at both state veterans homes.

The creation and construction of family rooms and living rooms for visitors at 
DJJHV.

An increase in the number of surveillance cameras and the installation of card 
access pads on many exterior doors at GRHV.

The installation of a patient anti-wandering system for some units at GRHV.

David McCallister “Possum”
Retired AF MSgt computer tech. 
Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan, 
Boerfink MTK Germany, 
RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK
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We made it! The clocks have sprung forward and it’s officially 
spring, time to list my top tips for getting ready to ride this motorcy-
cling season. That is, if you ever really stopped riding, since winter 
was so mild… 

#1 Don’t Ride Without Insurance: I know, I know, I keep going on 
about insurance! But the thing is it’s really important that you are 
properly insured before you hit the road. If nothing else, this winter 
has helped prove my point that you shouldn’t cancel your motor-
cycle insurance during the winter: if you didn’t have coverage, you 
wouldn’t have been able to go out on those crazy-warm days we 
saw, and I know I saw a bunch of bikes out in January 2016. Obvi-
ously, another reason to keep your coverage in winter is that your 
homeowner’s policy will not cover your bike if there’s a flood, fire, or 
other damages, so why take the risk? In Michigan, you’re required 
to carry bodily injury coverage to ride legal. I also recommend car-
rying comprehensive coverage, in case you are in a wreck and 
want to get your bike fixed. You made need special riders for cus-
tom work or other accessories, so be sure to talk to your insurance 
agent about what you’ve got and what you need. You can also 
learn more on my website, www.TheMotorcycleLawyer.com.

#2 Get our Biker Card: Every year, we work with local vendors to 
get deals or freebies on products and services for bikers who carry 
our Biker Card*. In addition to all that swag, our Biker Card could 
also help save a life: The card provides vital information for what 
to do in the event of the crash, including first-aid basics and other 
safety tips. To get the card, visit www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.
com/20.html and fill out the request form. You can also see a list 
of participating vendors and see other freebies we have to offer, 
including bumper stickers, tire gauges, and free advice. 

#3 Get your Bike Ready: This is a strange spring because I feel 
like a lot of readers may not have put their bikes to bed last fall 
like they normally would. What you have to do to get your bike 
ready to ride is going to depend on what you did in the fall and 
how you stored it during the winter. If you fully prepped and stored 
your bike for winter, then you’ll have to start with an inspection: 
remove the cover and put it in a proper storage container so it 
doesn’t get damaged, then start looking at your bike. Make sure all 
your wires and hoses are attached and damage-free, look for rust 
or corrosion, check your battery for damage, and test your lights 
and turn signals. You should also check your brakes. If you rode 
during the winter, you may want to consider an oil and filter change, 
and maybe taking the bike in to a licenses mechanic for a full tune-
up. The extra cash and effort now could pay off if you are able to 
avoid problems (and downtime!) in the middle of the riding season. 
Finally, check your tires. 

#4 Check your Tires: Tire condition is so important I felt like it 
needed to be its own tip!  Whether you stored or rode this winter, 

you should check your tire pressure, and look them over for flat 
sports, wear, cracks, debris, and so on. Invest in a small portable 
air tank so you can fill your tires at home. Even though it’s been so 
mild, at this time of year we do tend to see a lot of swings in tem-
perature, which can affect your tire pressure day-to-day. NHTSA 
recommends checking tire pressure before every ride, and I’m go-
ing to say that’s not a bad idea at least until the temperature levels 
off a bit. At least check them once a week: always use a reliable tire 
gauge, and check them when the tires are cold. I also recommend 
carrying a simple repair kit when you ride, just in case you run into 
a problem. 

#5 Watch for Motorcycles: Maybe it seems weird to include this, 
but it’s important that we all get back into the habit of watching for 
motorcycles as the season gets underway. Start playing “Count the 
Motorcycles” with your kids when you’ve got them in the car with 
you. Start posting on social media about the importance of motor-
cycle awareness; follow me on Facebook (facebook.com/TheMo-
torcycleLawyer) to see and share all kinds of information, links, and 
posters about motorcycle awareness and safety. Spread the word, 
you could save a life… maybe even your own. 

Motorcycle Awareness Month 2016 is fast approaching, and I’m 
looking for some help from readers. I want to know your best mo-
torcycle awareness tip, that “one thing” you wish you’d known when 
you first started riding, or a story you’d like to tell that relates to Mo-
torcycle Awareness Month. Email me (writer@lawyerforlife.com) or 
message me on Facebook to get in touch. 

*The Motorcycle Lawyer’s Biker Card is not affiliated with the Michi-
gan Thunder Run Ride Card Program.

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Mich-
igan attorney specializing in the areas 
of motorcycle and motor vehicle injury 
litigation as well as Michigan’s Motor 
Vehicle No - Fault Law. Mr. Waechter 
has collected millions of dollars in settle-
ments, awards and verdicts for his mo-
torcycle clients over the past 20 years. 
A portion of each case settled goes to 
educational resources for bikers, funds 
to help bikers while their cases are be-
ing litigated and our motorcycle accident 
prevention campaign.  

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll free 
at 1-877-BIKER LAW. 

Or visit 
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW
Jason’s Top Tips for Getting Ready to Ride               MOTORCYCLE WRECK?

Call the MOTORCYCLE LAWYER!

 1-877-BIKER-LAW

WE TAKE AUTO & 
TRUCK CASES TOO!
Hurt in a crash?
Call Jason Waechter - The Motorcycle Lawyer

1-877-BIKER-LAW
www.TheMotorcycleLawyer.com
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Michigan's Trike
Conversion

Headquarters!

Mention this
Ad for Special

$avings
Dear people who type in all lowercase…..
We are the difference between helping you Uncle Jack off a horse and helping 
your uncle jack off a horse. 
Sincerely, Capital Letters. 

A very old man lay dying in his bed. In death’s doorway, he suddenly smelled the 
aroma of his favorite chocolate chip cookie wafting up the stairs.
He gathered his remaining strength and lifted himself from the bed. Leaning 
against the wall, he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, and with even 
greater effort forced himself down the stairs, gripping the railing with both hands.
With labored breath, he leaned against the door frame, gazing into the kitchen. 
Were it not for death’s agony, he would have thought himself already in heaven.
There, spread out on newspapers on the kitchen table were literally hundreds of 
his favorite chocolate chip cookies.
Was it heaven? Or was it one final act of heroic love from his devoted wife, 
seeing to it that he left this world a happy man?
Mustering one great final effort, he threw himself toward the table. The aged and 
withered hand, shaking, made its way to a cookie at the edge of the table, when 
he was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife.
“Stay out of those,” she scolded, “they’re for the dang funeral. 

A woman was patiently trying to help her husband set up his new computer. He 
however was acting annoyed and impatient. 
She told him to choose a password for security purposes. 
He made it plainly obvious to his wife what he was entering by stating each letter 
out loud as he typed: P...E...N...I...S
His wife fell off her chair laughing when the computer replied:  Password 
Rejected. Not Long Enough. 

A fifty-ish woman was at home happily jumping on her bed and squealing with 
delight. Her husband watches her for a while and asks, “Do you have any idea 
how ridiculous you look?, What’s the matter with you?” The woman continues 
to bounce on the bed and says, “I don’t care; I just came from having a 
mammogram and the Doctor said I have the breasts of a 20 year-old” 
The husband sarcastically replied, “What did he say about your 55 year old 
ass?” 
The wife quickly replied, “Actually, your name never came up.”

Things That Make You Go WTF? 

WHY do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to the back of the store to 
get their prescriptions while so-called healthy people can buy cigarettes at the 
register right by front door? 

WHY do people order double, bacon cheeseburgers, large fries, and a Diet 
Coke?

WHY do banks leave mammoth vault doors wide open and then chain the pens 
to the counters? 

WHY do we always take a dump, then stand up and turn around and scope it 
out? 

WHY do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in the driveway and put our 
useless junk in the garage?

WHY do we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns in packages of eight?                                                     

WHY can’t most women put on mascara with their mouth closed?                                           

WHY don’t you ever see the headline; ‘Psychic Wins Lottery’?                                              

WHY  is ‘abbreviated’ such a long word?                                                                         

WHY is it that doctors call what they do ‘practice’?                                                            

WHY do Politicians always talk about equality when our entire political system is 
structured to pit us against each other with two major sides? 

WHY is the man who invests all your money called a broker?                                              

WHY is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?                                         

WHY isn’t there mouse-flavored cat food?                                                                        

WHY didn’t Noah swat those damn, last two mosquitoes?

WHY do they sterilize the needle and the arm when prisons do lethal injections?                                                     

You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? WHY don’t 
they make the whole plane out of that stuff?                                                   

WHY don’t sheep shrink when it rains?                                                                            

WHY are they called apartments when they are all stuck together?                                          

WHY if flying is supposedly so safe, do they call the airport the terminal?

WHY in a 3,000 sq. ft. home, if there’s one fly in the entire house, it’s buzzing 
around you throughout the entire day? 

WHY is it if you go grocery shopping when hungry you end up spending twice 
the amount of money on food you can’t eat till you get home? Good reasoning to 
stop and grab a burger before going to the grocery store. 

Why is it some people will go sky-diving and love it but refuse to get on a 
commercial plane as a passenger and fly? 

Why is the word conundrum so fun to say? 

Fact: Life is Short, but laughter goes a Long way.

Things That Make You Go Hmmmm?? 
Why does your OB-GYN leave the room when you 
get undressed, only to sit down in front of you 
and see all you got to see in plain view, when they 
return to the room?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there 
a song about him?

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool 
lane? 

A passenger in a taxi heading for Tampa Airport 
when he leaned over to ask the driver a question 
and gently tapped him on the shoulder to get his 
attention.
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly 
hit a bus, drove up over the curb and stopped just 
inches from a large plate-glass window.
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. 
Then, the shaking driver said, “Are you o.k.? I’m so 
sorry, but you scared the living daylights out of me.”
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the 
driver and said, “I didn’t realize that a mere tap on 
the shoulder would startle someone so badly.” 
The driver replied, “No, no, I’m the one who should 
apologize, it’s entirely my fault. Today is my very 
first day driving a cab. I’ve been driving a hearse for 
the past 25 years.”

GearHead returns home a day early from Sturgis as 
his bike broke down and he caught a lift just inside 
of town, and then grabbed a cab. 
It’s after midnight.
While on his way home, he asks the cabby if he 
would be a witness. The man suspects his wife is 
having an affair, and he wants to catch her in the 
act.
For $100 bucks, the cabby agrees. 
Quietly arriving home, the husband and cabby tip 
toe into the bedroom. 
GearHead switches on the lights, yanks the blanket 
back and there is his wife, in bed with another man, 
just as he suspected! 
GearHead puts his gun to the naked man’s head. 
The wife shouts, 
‘Don’t do it! I lied when I told you I inherited 
money from my Aunt Sarah. 
HE paid for the Audi I gave you on our Anniversary. 
HE paid for our new cabin cruiser. 
HE paid for your season tickets. 
HE paid for our house at the lake. 
HE paid for your African tour with your biker 
buddies and your new ATV. 
HE paid for the custom rims for your Ultra-Glide. 
HE paid for our Family WaterWorld membership
And, HE even pays the monthly dues on the kid’s 
Private schooling. 
Shaking his head from side-to-side, GearHead low-
ers his gun. He looks totally confused over at the 
cabby and says, 
‘What the hell would you do? 
The cabby never skips a beat and replies, ‘I’d cover 
his ass with that blanket before he catches a damn 
cold.’

Mildred, the small town gossip and self-appointed 
monitor of church morals, was always one to stick 
her nose into other people’s business. Most mem-
bers of the congregation did not approve of her 
intrusions, but she was feared due to her lethal 
forked tongue, so everyone maintained their si-
lence. 
She took that fatal step too far one day, when she 
accused “Lightning”, a biker, and new member of 
the Church, of being an alcoholic after she saw his 
old Chevy pickup parked in front of the small town’s 
only bar all morning and late into the night. She 
emphatically told Lightning in front of the entire 
congregation that “Everyone seeing that pickup 
there would know what he was doing”. Fact was, 
Lightning had volunteered to help Gus, the bar 
owner, repair a leaky ceiling in the kitchen. But Gus 
was not a member of the congregation so nothing 
was brought to light. 
Lightning, a man of few words but plenty of action, 
stared at her for a solid minute, then just got up 
and left the church. He said nothing. 
Later that early morning; around 1:00 a.m., Light-
ning parked his pickup directly in front of Mildred’s 
house, walked home, and left it there all night long 
and late into the lunch hour. 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a birthday gift
The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.
When she asked me why, I replied,
“Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought you 
last year!”
Hello! Some people are so dense. 

“Putter” and all his golfing buddies are standing on 
the green while he’s got a very important shot to 
win the game that’s not over 15 feet to the hole; 
straight in. 
“Handicap” yells out, “come on, already, Putter, we 
all want to finish up and grab a drink”. 
Putter replies back, although in a hushed tone, 
“don’t bust my balls here huh? My wife’s up
on the Club’s veranda watching us and I want to 
get it right”. Handicap yells back, 
“Nah, forget about it, that’s way too far off, you’ll 
never hit her from here”. 
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Thunder Paws
Bailey
Is a gorgeous black lab girl seeking her 
forever home. She is sweet and good with 
other dogs. Are you looking for a good fam-
ily dog? Then this is your gal.

Cyrus
This boy was found in a backyard, aban-
doned with no food or water. Even though 
he experienced the worse kind of neglect 
he is very sweet and loving. Not high en-
ergy except when walking, but a little pa-
tience and time will take care of that. 

Lenni
This sweet petite girl has been waiting 
a long time for a home. She is good with 
other dogs but doesn’t do as well in a hectic 
environment. 

Remy
Is an adorable goofy guy that loves every-
one. We believe he was kept in a crate for 
hours at a time, if ever allowed out. That 
doesn’t stop him from wanting to share his 
love. He is still learning his manners, but 
what he has to give for that patience is so 
much love.

Sally Mae
Is a senior girl that thought she had her final 
home. She is good with kids and people but 
would probably do best to have the house 
to herself. She would make a great com-
panion for a senior that is looking for couch 
buddy that wouldn’t require a lot of work.

All Saving Tails Animal Rescue dogs are fully 
vetted. Microchipped and spay or neutered (if of age.) We are 

foster based, so all our animals are living with families so they can be ready to 
be part of your family. For more information on these animals or others available 
please go to www.savingtailsanimalrescue.org / 248-692-4619

Blossom
Is a beautiful brindle girl that will make a 
wonderful companion. She will need a 
fenced yard. Good with other dogs and 
kids. 

Holly
Please how can you not smile when look-
ing at those ears! This sweet little girl is 
looking for a family to play with. She pre-
fers a fenced yard but will give you hours of 
love, play and kisses.

Lizzy
Was surrendered due to no fault of her 
own. She is a sweet mature girl that will 
make a wonderful companion.

Roger
Is an adorable goofy guy that loves every-
one. We believe he was kept in a crate for 
hours at a time, if ever allowed out. That 
doesn’t stop him from wanting to share his 
love. He is still learning his manners, but 
what he has to give for that patience is so 
much love.

Wilson
This boy has waited so long for a forever 
home. He is a mature hound that will sing 
you his hound song of love. He is good 
with other dogs, not cats please, and loves 
people. 

Bailey

Cyrus

Blossom

Holly

Lenni Lizzy

Remy Roger

Sally Mae Wilson

Saving Tails Animal Rescue (STAR) is proud to announce that they are a Pets for Patriots partner. 
We will be featuring a Pet for Patriots - Pet of the Month on our website: savingtailsanimalrescue.org 

If you are a veteran you will receive 50% off the adoption fee. 
To find out more about this wonderful program, you can go to petsforpatriots.org

 STAR thanks all the men and woman who are serving or have served our country.

®
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 Anybody who has been around road bikes more than one season has prob-
ably heard of “Rolling Thunder”, the motorcycle event that takes place in the 
nation’s capital every Memorial Day weekend. 

The purpose of the gathering is to honor the POW’s, MIA’s and those who have 
paid the ultimate price in all wars where Americans have served. The highlight of 
the weekend is the motorcycle parade through Washington on Sunday morning 
when a couple hundred thousand bikes literally make the ground shake as they 
roar down the avenue. Because it draws so much attention, and the participants 
come from all over the country, the parade is broadcast on C-SPAN every year.  
Yes, it is a very big deal, and I am proud to say that I have participated!

There is a second ride which intersects with then blends into “Rolling Thunder” 
on the Friday prior to Memorial Day.  Because of this relationship, and a shared 
mission of honoring America’s heroes, most people assume that they are one in 
the same, but nothing could be farther from the truth.  The ride I am talking about 
is called “Run for the Wall”, and I am proud to say that I have made it.  One of 
the biggest differences is that most participants in “Rolling Thunder” come from 
the eastern US and ride in for the weekend and then back home to be at work on 
Tuesday.  Riders in “Run for the Wall” leave Ontario, CA and spend ten days on 
the road before arriving in DC the Friday before Memorial Day to participate in the 
weekend. For the sacrifices the riders in “Run for the Wall” make to participate 
they are given a position of honor near the front of the Sunday parade.
Participation in “Run for the Wall” has gotten so large that they have had to break 
it into three separate groups with different routes as they make their way east.  
On their journey coast to coast the participants in the “Run” are ambassadors 
for “Rolling Thunder” at every stop they make.    And at every stop the “Run” is 
welcomed by veterans groups, community groups, whole communities, churches, 
motorcycle dealers, and fuel stops with food, fellowship, sometimes free gasoline, 
and always a ceremony to remember the heroes they  ride for who “cannot ride 
for themselves.”  
Ten days, approximately 3600 miles (one way), sounds like a long haul, and it is. 
But, when it is broken down between the stops and take into account the places 
you go, the things you see, and the people you meet, you find yourself wishing 
it didn’t have to end.  When I made the “Run” in 1999, I found that my sorrow to 
be heading home from DC was proportional to the elation I felt when our initial 
group of 300 bikers pulled out of Ontario.  Most of the riders were from the west-
ern states, but we also had riders from Alaska, Hawaii, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and the Azores.  Add to that those of us who rode west from all over the 
country to claim “ALL THE WAY” status (a patch earned not given), and all the 
riders that joined our eastward odyssey and you begin to understand how special 
“Run for the Wall” really is.

“Run for the Wall” is one of the most special experiences of my life, so much 
so that I am going again this year.  I am looking for other riders who want the 
adventure of a lifetime.  Need to do some research, check out “rftw.org” or their 
Facebook page and U-Tube videos.  Or contact me at oleghost@yahoo.com with 
any questions.  I am leaving the Lansing area on May 12th, and I welcome anyone 
to join me.

RUNNING TO THE THUNDER
by Rick Wyatt (ghost)
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Perry Harley-Davidson®, Inc., Michigan’s oldest 
Harley-Davidson® dealership, was founded in 1925 
by L.J. “Bun” Perry, father of the present owner, 
Richard Perry.  It was established on Portage Street 
between 2nd and Walnut in downtown Kalamazoo. 
During the 1920s, the motorcycle dealership moved 
to 551 Portage and in 1951 to 579 Portage; all this 
time remaining in the same block of Portage Street.  
Upon the death of his father in 1962, Richard Perry 
took over the dealership; becoming its president at 
the 1975 incorporation of the business.  Substantial 
additions were made to the Portage Street location 
in 1970, 1975, and 1996 bringing this facility to its 
final 8000 sq. size.

With an eye on the future and the need to again 
expand the facility to take care of the needs of our 
customers, a 10-acre property was purchased in late 
1999 and construction was begun on the present 
24,000 sq.ft. facility at 5331 S Sprinkle Road. At the 
Harley-Davidson® winter meeting in New Orleans in 
January of 2000, Richard Perry was awarded a 75-
year longevity plaque by the Harley-Davidson® Mo-
tor Company. This honors Perry Harley-Davidson®, 
Inc. as one of the oldest Harley-Davidson® fran-
chised dealerships in the United States in continual 

Celebrates
 90th Anniversary

operation by the same family. This plaque hangs 
proudly along with the 25-year plaque awarded to 
Bun Perry in 1950 and the 50-year plaque awarded 
to Richard in 1975, in Richard’s present office.

Perry Harley-Davidson® is conveniently located 
near the areas of Kalamazoo, Portage, Allegan, 
Otsego, Planwell, Ross, Battle Creek and Grand 
Rapids.

One little story Richard told me was about his dad 
(he wasn’t sure of the year), but he had bought a 
Harley on credit to go race in Wisconsin.  It was just 
him and his mechanic.  They loaded his bike with 
a sidecar full of tools; put it on the trailer and away 
they went.  He won enough money that weekend to 
pay the bike off!  The moral of the story is; don’t ever 
give up on your dreams or goals. 

Happy 90th Anniversary 
Perry Harley Davidson!

by Dale Terry
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2016 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

It’s really that simple!
1.	Get your Michigan Ride Card.
2.	Get the list of stops each month from your Thunder Roads 

Michigan Magazine’s website
3.	Ride out to these stops and show them your card.
4.	And then you win cool prizes, including cold hard CASH!

Thunder Roads Michigan will also be registering riders for Ride Cards at 
specific events throughout the year as we distribute magazines.  Key events; 
such as Harley Fest, Bikes on the Bricks or Bike Nights will have special booth 
for Ride Card registrations.  We will list these events each month on the Event 
Stops page in the magazine.  In most cases, we will be offering special in-
centives to those checking in with their previously issued Ride Card at these 
stops.  
Thunder Roads Michigan will also be working with charities and various non-
profit events to include them in the Run schedule as well.  This will be an easy 
means of encouraging participation and attracting riders from outside the local 
communities.  In many cases, we will have specific prize drawings for those 
at these events.
The Ride Cards will allow participants to easily and safely check in at all stops.  
Some Thunder Roads Michigan Sponsors will also be offering discounts to 
readers that present the cards.  Thunder Roads will be listing special dis-
counts and offers in the magazine throughout the year as an added value to 
readers and means of encouraging our partners to offer these extra savings.
PLEASE NOTE: Once you have received your MICHIGAN RIDE CARD, you 
will not be asked to provide personal information or emails at any location for 
check-in.  You simply enter your ride card number!
This is not simply a “Chinese fire drill” or mad-dash across the state.  This is 
a Ride program.  It is meant to be a means for readers to discover new riding 
destinations and enjoy the ride there.  In fact, we have designed the program 
to encourage folks to break out of their local routes and trek to the furthest 
corners of the state. 
 

Just Get Out and RIDE!
We want to keep things exciting for you – the readers and riders on the run.  
We’re bikers and it’s all about the ride.  We want to help create fun experi-
ences for you and share some cool spots in our state.  We have designed this 
run to entertain and challenge our readers – as well as promote our partners.  
If your business would like to be a stop or be a sponsor, please email us at 
MichiganThunderRunRide@gmail.com 

LET’S RIDE! 
As we mentioned, this is a dynamic event – intended to be tweaked and de-
veloped over time.  If you have ideas, suggestions, or concerns – please don’t 
hesitate to let us know.  
You can email us at MichiganThunderRunRide@gmail.com

Starting in the May issue you will find all the details!  
Then all you need to do to get started is
1.	Go to any Registration stop listed on the map with a red star or on The 

Stops pages (actual map will be provided in the May issue).  If you already 
have your card from last year or the year before, you do not need to regis-
ter again.  The Ride Cards do not expire so hold on to it.  The information 
that you provide when you sign-up for your FREE Ride Card only goes to 
me and will NOT be used for any other purpose 
than this contest.  You will not have to 
provide any other personal information 
again after this.  You will be handed 
your FREE Ride Card right then.  It has 
a unique number on it- take note because 
that is YOURS and ONLY YOURS. 

2.	Once you have your Ride Card go to any or all of the stops listed this month 
and show them your card!  Registration stops are also ride stops.  There are 
also event stops each month.  That stop will write your unique Ride Card 
number down.  Let them know if you spend over $10 there because your 
Ride Card number will get counted twice!

3.	Check the following months issue to see if your Ride Card number is listed 
as a winner.  You must check this each month as Thunder Roads staff will 
not contact you and let you know you won.  If your Ride Card number is 
listed as a winner email MichiganThunderRun@gmail.com to claim your 
prize.  In the email provide your name, address, phone number & Ride Card 
number.  Again, the information only goes to us at Thunder Roads.  Please 
note:  You only have 45 days to claim your prize from the 1st the month it 
is listed in the magazine.  

Make sure to pick-up your copy each month of Thunder Roads to 
see that month’s Ride Stops and also to see if your Ride Card is 
listed as a winner!

Few Facts
●● Winners are randomly picked from each Registration/Ride Stop, Ride Stop 
& Event Stop each month.

●● The more places you check-in the greater your chances are of winning a 
prize from that stop or one of our sponsors prizes!

●● If you spend $10 or more at any of the Registration/Ride Stops or Ride Stops 
your Ride Card number gets counted twice!  Please note:  The reason why 
this contest is FREE to you the rider is because our sponsors and stops.  So 
we want to encourage everyone to support them in return.  That is why we 
count your Ride Card number twice if you spend $10 or more.

●● You can check-in 1 time each 
week at each Registration/Ride 
Stop & Ride Stops.Riders are 
able to win multiple prizes - 
based upon the drawing of their 
check-in.

●● Riders are able to win multiple 
prizes - based upon the draw-
ing of their check-in.

●● Some prize drawings are 
specific to only check-ins for 
the particular month - while 
others prizes are drawn from 
check-in’s season long.

●● ALL CHECK-INS remain in 
the system for end of the 
season prizes!

Michigan Thunder Run Ride n’ Win 
Contest will be kicking off 

	   May 1st

Get Ready!  The 3rd Annual 

2016 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

RIDING OUT OF STATE?  IF YOU RIDE TO PENNSYLVANIA, OHIO, INDIANA, 
DELAWARE, MARYLAND OR WASHINGTON DC MAKE SURE TO PICK UP 
A COPY OF THUNDER ROADS IN EACH STATE AND LOOK FOR A REGIS-
TRATION STOP NEAR YOU TO REGISTER FOR THAT STATES RIDE CARD.  
THEN CHECK-IN AT ANY STOP LISTED IN THAT STATES ISSUE.YOU COULD 
WIN PRIZES IN EACH STATE!

SPONSORed by

Ride n’ Win!

TM



I was taught that a man’s word was his 
word, and trust had to be earned.

Rider gets it.
 

Ride with Rider. Get your quote today.
Visit rider.com or call (844) 276-0162.

Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.

1640 S. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI 49091

269-651-2464

hours
M-F 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun 12 noon to 4:30 pm

www.ridewild.com

p r e s e n t s

leather

Largest 
Leather Shop 
in Southwest 

Michigan

Now StockiNg Heated gear

• Jackets
• gloves

• accessories

Huge iNveNtory 
Men’s & Ladies’ 

Leather and 
accessories

Saddlebags
travel Bags
Helmets / Boots
gel Seats

concealment 
Shirts

It’s not what you ride... 
 it’s what you wear!

MCC WILL TAKE YOUR BIKE FROM MILD TO WILD!MCC WILL TAKE YOUR BIKE FROM MILD TO WILD!

F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R  F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R

F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R  F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R

 3592 Main St. • Akron MI 48701 • 989.691.5761

FOR SALE BY 
OWNER

BAR ORIGINALLY EST. 
IN THE 1920’S

ONLY 2 OWNERS
WELL ESTABLISHED

ONLY SELLING DUE TO PERSONAL MEDICAL REASONS

$249,000
SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY

CALL RICH
989-551-5440
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to my home town of Hemlock Mi and hung out the Farmers Home 
Tavern on M-46.  It was great to be back in town and if you’re ever in 
Hemlock, I mean why not-right, be sure and grab one of their famous 
burgers.  You’ll be glad ya did. I have to admit, that as we approached 
our final destination things were getting hazy—Rusty damn it!  The final 
destination was the My Alibi Bar, west of Midland on Meridian rd and 
they had a rockin band and plenty of refreshments to sample.  At My 
Alibi we raffled off some prizes, danced, and began to wind it on down a 
little bit…I think.

compare to 75, ya know what they say, everything 
has to start some place!   
  As January came to a close, it had been over 3 
months since the bikes had been packed away 
for the winter, bike nights and riding had become 
a distant memory and cabin fever begins to take 
hold.  With the short days and cold temps closing in 
it was definitely time to get together with friends and 
PARTY!  This year’s party started at the Bay Valley 
Resort in Bay City, Mi.  Bikers began showing up 
early in the afternoon to get a base together, meet 
new friends and reacquaint with old buds.  I believe 
the main draw of this night is meeting new people 
and as the juice starts flowing that’s usually not a 
problem at all.  As everyone began to pack into the 
buses for the night, they were greeted smiling faces 
eager for fun.  These buses from Silver Sands are 
tricked out man; with great tunes, crazy lights, and 

most importantly—stripper poles!  The poles are a 
great feature, but usually don’t start getting properly 
utilized until after the first bar stop, as the shyness 
and sobriety begin to wear away.
The bus I happened to be on had an extra feature 
and one I was hoping to avoid this year.  As I looked 
around, getting my bearings I spied my buddy Rusty 
and his magic cooler of Tennessee firewater—I 
knew I was in trouble…  Sure enough, it wasn’t long 
before an innocent little water bottle was passed my 
way and I was well on my way, like I’d been attached 
to a rocket booster!  I’ve said it before and I’ll say it 
again, if ya see Rusty and his cooler, just say NO!  
You’ve been warned.
The first destination was Bay Lanes and everyone 
paused for photos and dinner.  Next, we blew into 
the 702 Bar & Grill in Midland to listen to tunes 
and grab a few brews.  After the 702 we cruised 

photos by Debra Wright & Billy D 

2016 
Thunder Fun Night! by Billy D

A few 
years back, I was in 
Daytona for bike week 
and took a few photos’ 
of the sights, scenes, 
and outright madness 
that takes place every 
year in March down in 
Florida.  Little did I know 
at the time, that those 
photos would lead to 
place with this magazine 

and lots of great times with fellow bikers from the 
mitten and all over the country.   Now, Daytona 
has a long standing tradition and I believe that this 
year marks the 75th anniversary of the event.   This 
past January Thunder Roads MI celebrated our 3rd 
annual Thunder Fun Night and while 3 can hardly 

I had a blast at this year’s Thunder Fun Night and 
want to give a special thanks to the Bay Valley 
Resort, Beer & Brats Bar & Grill, Silver Sand Coach, 
Bay Lanes, Ray C’s HD, Dunbar Metal Arts & 
Powdercoating, Shiawassee HD and everyone who 
traveled from all over the state to join us for the ride.  
Salute!!



With the Flint water crisis still going on – I felt the nudge from the Holy Spirit 
to bring some truth to the overall reactions many people are having. The 
truth is God has promised to meet all your needs according to His riches – 
even those physical needs like water.  Listen, instead of rioting, picketing and 
blaming people who are not to blame.  Trust in God!
The Bible says in Philippians 4:19 (HCSB) 19 And my God will supply all 
your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Listen, this is one of thousands of God’s promises for us, and the only thing 
required is to walk in His promises by Faith; 1) faith that God is real and loves 
you, 2) faith that His word is true and 3) faith to apply His word for your life.
Now, some issues that I and many others see right now, specifically in the 
Flint water crisis, is there is way too much finger pointing going on.  There is 
enough blame to go around for everyone. Listen, finger pointing, gossiping 
and slandering peoples character isn’t going to fix the problem. One of the 
10 Commandments is Exodus 20:16 “Do not give false testimony against 
your neighbor.”
Calling for the governor’s resignation and maligning his character is doing 
just this – bearing false witness.  Let those government agencies and those 
people who are legally tasked to look into the governor’s handling of this 
issue do their job.  They will bring correction and hold him accountable, if 
warranted.
Next, there are politicians who are running for president that have come to 
Flint pretending to care about the good people of Flint, when in reality they 
don’t care at all.  They are there just putting on a show, milkin’ this crisis for 
votes and then there are those so-called reverends who do not preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ nor do they act in accordance to Him or His word. They 
come to sew discord and frustration by starting riots, protests and other forms 
of violence.  Don’t fall for it!!
My point in saying all this; is all this nonsense distracts people from the Only 
One - who can truly help and bring peace – God.  The Bible says in Proverbs 
10:12“Hatred stirs up conflicts, but love covers all offenses.”  So, the 
answer is?  Stop rioting – thinking that that’s going to help.  Be a part of the 
solution and not the problem. 
What we all need to see is neighbors helping one another, supporting one 
another, caring for one another.  Communities coming together, not looking 
to cause trouble or be otherwise disrespectful, but being helpful and caring… 
The bible says in Psalm 133:1 “How good and pleasant it is when broth-
ers live together in harmony!”
Here’s the example of what I’m talking about.  Romans 12:10 “Show fam-
ily affection to one another with brotherly love. 
Outdo one another in showing honor.”
We are all praying and pulling for you Flint!
Much love and respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & Founder
Victory Biker Church International
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org

Biker 
Preacher’s 
Corner

8th AnnuAl 
Biker Blessing

sAturdAy MAy 21st
Registration Opens at 9:30am - Blessing at 1:00pm 

Cancer Ride to immedialty follow.
2055 Merriman Rd. Garden City, MI 48135

for more info go to www.mrbcfaithriders.com

THUNDER ROADS
magazine of MICHIGAN

WANTS 
YOU!

®

do you love to ride motorcycles?
do you love thunder roads magazine of michigan?

do you have some spare time?
if so, we are looking for representatives for the following
 territories: canton / royal oak / ferndale / downriver

west branch / tawas city / oscoda
muskegon / ludington / manistee 
cheboygan / rogers city / alpena
upper pennisula ~ all areas open

responsibilities include 
selling ads to biker friendly businesses 
delivering mags to advertisers monthly 

Attending advertisers’ events & representing 
michigan’s #1 

free motorcycle magazine 
professionally, with enthusiasm & respect!

Plus…have some fun while doing it! 

Sales experience preferred, but not necessary!
Dependable, Dedicated & Personable a muSt!

this is a part-time, straight commission based position

where there’s bikes…there’s going to be thunder…

if you think you’ve got what it takes… email editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com
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Thunder 
Fun

Jody“Mo’s”

Inspiration 
(From Forbes- Top 100 Inspirational Quotes)

I have learned over the years that when one’s mind is made up, this 
diminishes fear. ~ Rosa Parks

It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop. 
~ Confucius

If you look at what you have in life, you’ll always have more. If you 
look at what you don’t have in life, you’ll never have enough.
 ~ Oprah Winfrey

Biker Poems ~ Riding Thru by Amanda Mapel

Under the wheels, under my feet, pass mile upon mile of old fields 
of wheat.

And out of the corner, no the tip of my eye, there are fields of green 
just passing right by.

No matter how much I have in the bank or how much I owe on this 
bike I now thank.

The mercy of nature, for the fields I see and the fertile land in the 
heart of me.

Fun Facts
In 75% of American households, women manage the money and 
pay the bills.

It takes about a half a gallon of water to cook macaroni and about a 
gallon to clean the pot.

Sigmund Freud had a morbid fear of ferns.

Polar Bears trying to blend in with the ice will sometimes cover up 
their black nose with their paws.

BIKERS WELCOME IN MACKINAW CITY!

Free Deluxe Continental Breakfast
Park at your door • Large Indoor Pool

Free use of grills and social room
Free Wi-Fi

We love bikers... 
So Come On Up North!

 Mackinaw City MI

800-647-8286
www.abvimackinawcity.com

112 Old Us Hwy 31

RATES AS LOW AS

$49+tax 5/1-6/12    $89+tax 6/13-10/31

800-633-1515
www.thunderbirdinnmackinaw.com

146 Old Us Hwy 31

Use Promo Code: MOTORCYCLE for a Special Discount

www.bmwmcgr.com
616-530-6900
Grand Rapids, MI 49548-5730
5995 S Division
BMWMotorcyclesof GrandRapids

PROFESSIONAL POWDER COATING 
Motorcycles • Automobiles • ATVs

16261 GROvE ROAD • LANSING MI

CALL 517-886-1020 • FAX 517-886-2151
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I am a fool for April
I am always in the month preceding the month I write this article for, when I write it. Sometimes, particularly in 
Michigan, the present is at odds with the future by virtue of weather, holidays, and general mood of the season. 
Perhaps never as much as when writing in early March for an article to be read in April. 

It has been clear enough and warm enough to ride my motorcycle twice in the last week or so interspersed with 
a near blizzard followed by an abrupt melt off and now another all day snow fall. It’s like bipolar weather. (No 
pun intended.)

Monotonous and distasteful, kind of like the presidential election process taking place. All dark clouds and 
portending doom as I see it.

Oh but April! April fool’s day on the 1st. Whether its fool’s day for thinking winter is really over, or for the foolish 
joy of impending spring flowers I do not know, although I know which I wholeheartedly prefer. I am ready, my 
bike is ready, and I have more plans than I will have days and time to do them. Winter rides are fun, usually 
short, and definitely helpful. But, I am longing for that 2 hour stretch with the throttle just above the speed 
limit and the sun and warm breeze coaxing some much needed heavy sighs out of my gut. Replaced with a 
meaningless, emotionless, smile that appears for no reason and stays. 

It’s what it is all about, and what I care about. It is why I keep on doing the things I do to keep being able to do it. 
Myself and a waning group of people like me. We are not what we once were though. It’s not as easy to get up 
and go without a thought. On fighting for our rights, sometimes it’s hard to keep the fire burning.  It’s confounding 
to look around and see our peers flaking off due to one recourse in their life or another. Yes, we are a dying 
breed. One of many segments of American society that has seen its best days. 

And it is hard to accept. We expected to be immortal I guess, and have an endless supply of reinforcements 
coming up. But, while we were fighting for our rights as bikers, successfully for the most part, so many other rights 
and liberties were being whittled away around us. Our kids and grandkids have grown up largely indoctrinated 
into accepting these infringements as just normal everyday things. They do not miss what they never had. 
Tyranny has flanked us and taken the rear. At this point all it has to do is wait us out. Eventually we will all be 
gone and so will be the resistance. 

But, I am writing this in early March, with snow flying and my driveway clogged, and my woodstove blazing. 
Maybe by the time you read this the spring showers will have raised a few flowers 
and my mood about things in general will have me feeling a better spin on America. 
And, it is a disservice to ignore the few, new, young people in our great grass roots 
organization. Sparks that have to be maintained and encouraged. Not for us old 
timers benefit, but for them. And a big part of doing that is getting them out there on 
two wheels and feeling it. Freedom feels good. And once you feel it you definitely 
know when you lose it. Ride with the new bikers. Take them to the places you love 
to go. You don’t have to convince them of anything, they will convince themselves. 
And keep on fighting the good fight as long as you can. Until the last free biker is 
sitting on his or her scoot, surrounded by those who would take it, flying the bird at 
them and hollering FTW. 

~ Rusty

Rusty Bongard
Communications Director, 
ABATE of Michigan
Asst. State Rep. MRF
Co-Director B.O.L.T. of Michigan
V.P. SWMC

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

in the beautiful Irish Hills

Over 2000 Pairs 
Of Boots In Stock

MOtOrcycle APPArel
Biker Jackets • leather Vests

chaps • Saddle Bags

Harley-Davidson® is a registered trademark of 
the Harley-Davidson® Motor Company

BIker 
JAcketS 

from 
$99.00

chAPS 
from 

$79.00

J & J Western Store
14241 US 12, Brooklyn MI  49230

(517) 592-2813
OPen 9:30AM-5PM

closed SundayBrooks apparel is available 
at these fine stores:
• Rocky’s, Burton, MI

• J&J Western, Brooklyn, MI

• Leather Depot, 
Chesterfield Township, MI

• Detroit Motorcycles, 
Centerline, MI

• AM Leather, Romulus, MI

• American Steel Motorcycles, 
Livonia, MI
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9387 Gratiot Road, Saginaw MI 48609
989-781-0050

starts

Wednesday May 11
6pm to 9pm

HoSt & MuSIc 
DJ Mike

sPeCIaLs
FooD BuFFet

2 Wheels 
2 Dollars

Bike Night

July 21-24 2016

1ST EVER BIKE NIGHT 
FROM 6 tO 9 PM! 

jOin us FRiDAY, MAY 13tH FOR OuR

11901 N BEYER RD • BIRCH RUN, MI 48415 • 989.624.4400 • www.shiawasseeharley-davidson.com

THERE WILL BE 
FOOD, BEER, LIVE MUSIC 

& EVERYONE WHO ATTENDS WILL BE 
ENTERED TO WIN A 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON® MOTORCYCLE! 
IT’S AN EVENT 

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS!

JOIN US SATURDAY, MAY 14TH NOON-4P FOR OUR FREE 

ASK THE TECH WORKSHOP
HAVE QUESTIONS? 

OUR HARLEY-DAVIDSON® CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS HAVE ANSWERS... 
DYNOTUNING? CHECKING FLUIDS & TIRES? INFOTAINMENT? UPGRADES? 

JUST ASK! RIDE IN & RECEIVE A FREE SAFETY INSPECTION!

*SHIawaSSEE HaRlEY-DavIDSoN pRoof of pURCHaSE MUSt BE pRESENtED at tIME of SERvICE. offERS CaNNot BE CoMBINED wItH otHER offERS. Call foR DEtaIlS.

DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL 
ENJOY 15% OFF TIRES & 15% OFF BATTERIES! 

PLUS GET 2 TIRES MOUNTED & BALANCED FOR ONLY $100!*

WISHING OUR HOG CHAPTER 
A HAPPY 30tH AnniVERsARY!
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Last time we took a look at the 1950’s 
and the “birth” of the biker lifestyle. The 
changes in American culture and society 
continued to rapidly evolve in the 1960’s 
as well. Harley-Davidson continues 
branching out during this time, introduc-
ing a scooter to their line of rides, as well 
as the introduction of the Sprint model. In 
1962 Harley purchased 60 percent of the 
stock in the Tomahawk Boat Manufactur-
ing Company and by 1963 the factory is 
fully operational as a H-D facility. By enter-
ing the boat manufacturing game, Harley 
soon realizes the relevance of fiberglass in 
motorcycle production and shortly thereafter 
begins production of its own components. In 
1964 the three wheeled Servi-Car becomes 
the very first Harley-Davidson motorcycle to 
receive an electric starter. In 1965 the Elec-
tra-Glide replaces the Duo-Glide and is up-
dated with an electric starter. The Electra-
Glide is the first FL available with electric 
start, and the Sportster line followed soon 
after. Now don’t get me wrong, kick start-
ing a bike is cool as hell, but if you’re at 
all like me (lacking in the excess muscle 
department) then the concept of electric 
start is consummate. 1966 brought about 
the birth of the Shovelhead in the Harley 
family, and the beloved Panhead was re-
placed on the Electra-Glide models. 1969 
brought about the start of the darkest days 
in Harley history for die-hard lovers of the 
brand…the merger with American Machine 
and Foundry, longtime producer of leisure 
products.

On that note, I’m going to pull a June Cleav-
er and change the subject in an attempt to 
divert attention from Harley’s adaptation. 
During the 1960’s Floyd Clymer Imports con-
tinued using the Indian name on import 
bikes that were essentially motorcycles 
fitted with Royal Einfield Interceptor 750 
cc parallel-twin engines. British manu-
facturers including Triumph, BSA, and 
Norton continued producing bikes and 
remained dominant in some markets until 
the rise of Japanese manufacturers in the 
late 1960s. Of these Japanese manufac-
turers, Honda led the way. By 1969 the 

Honda name was big in the world of motor-
cycle racing, and they had also introduced 
the first mass market bike to come with a 
disc brake.

So now that we are up to speed on the 
framework of the 60’s, we can get to the 
focus of this installment. The egocentric, 
inherently dramatic, attention whore of the 
motorcycle family….the chopper. In the 
1960’s chop shops and custom builders 

started springing up everywhere. 
As custom shops multiplied, so 
did the number and the diversity 
of bikes. The original chopper 
movement was taken to extremes 
when builders started chopping 
down and lowering the frames 
and stretching the rakes. Some 
shops even built custom exhaust 
pipes for their patrons. Now, I 
know we are all about motorcycle 

safety, but safety wasn’t necessarily 
the top priority while creating a custom 
chopper. Choppers are all about style, 
beauty, getting noticed…a bit diva-ish 
if you will. Heavy rake angles sacrificed 
low-speed handling and cornering abil-
ity, but damn you looked good tearing 
up the asphalt. And let’s face it; by this 
time in motorcycle history, there was a 

big enough contingent of people 
modifying motorcycles that the 
chopper “style” had begun to take 
hold. A certain set of modifications 
became somewhat of a standard…
narrow tires on 19”-21” wheels, 
forward mount foot pegs replaced 
floorboards, headlights and tanks 
were often replaced with smaller 
versions, and last but certainly not 
least…chrome. Lots of chrome…
you’ve gotta have bling for your 

metal prom queen. One motorcycle 
modification that began at this time 
and has stuck around since in one 
form or another came about due to the 
passing of a law that required a “re-
tention fixture” for passengers. So a 
vertical back rest was constructed and 
added to the rear of bikes…the Sissy 

History of Motorcycles: 
Part 9

Bar is born. And in true chopper fashion, many were custom 
made to be elaborate and often taller than the rider’s head.

Now we can’t forget paint…the 60’s brought about a surge in 
candy colored paint, metal flaking, and multi-colored patterns. A 
look that I like to refer to as the “tilt-a whirl” paint job…if you have 
ever been to a small county fair it will make sense. The chopper 
truly allowed for the ultimate freedom for both builders and art-
ists. And the 1960’s gave us some of the most memorable and 
most recognized names in motorcycle history…let’s take a look 
at a few.

Probably the most recognized name in chopper history is Arlen 
Ness. Ness’s bikes were characterized by having low frames 
and highly raked springer front ends. Many of his bikes also re-
tained the rear shocks to provide a more forgiving ride than the 
typical hardtail chopper. Ness started out of his garage in1967, 
on a bike he bought with prize money from a bowling tourna-
ment. He entered his first bike in a show and won first place…
this started his career in customs. He worked nights out of his 
garage in San Leandro, California until he had built up a cus-
tomer base big enough to allow for him to complete customs as 
his primary job function. ..and the rest (as they say) is history. 
The biker world is damn happy you know how to bowl, Mr. Ness.

In 1967 Denver Mullins and Mondo Porras opened Denver’s 
Choppers in San Bernardino, California and soon became fa-
mous for building “long bikes”….Denver Choppers. 

Denver’s Choppers was the first company to manufacture long 
down tube stretch frames, which came to be known as the Swed-
ish style. This company was instrumental in starting the after-
market industry that flourishes today with custom parts including 
frames and springer front ends. Mondo has been dubbed “The 
Godfather of Choppers” by his peers… quite an honor when 
your peers consist of motorcycle icons.

Finally, we cannot discuss choppers without the mention of Ron 
Finch. Finch opened Finch Custom Cycles in 1965 in a small 
building in Pontiac, Michigan (GO BLUE!). Finch designed, built, 
and painted amazing one-off motorcycles in his own incredibly 
unique and extreme style. In addition,

Finch created metal sculptures that resisted any aesthetic clas-
sification….the guy may or may not have been a touch off his 
rocker, but what the hell, his twisted mind made some bad ass 
metal. Not content with just re-creating metal, he also is highly 
regarded for his experimentations with paint processes.

His first nationally known custom was a 1966 BSA which he 
named “Kaleidocycle”, which provoked Ed “Big Daddy” Roth to 
headline Ron as “Michigan’s Motorcycle Madman”.

The 1960’s brought lot of changes to the motorcycle world… 
not that any of these crazy modifications could have possibly 
been thought up in a pharmaceutically induced delirium, but it 

sure would make things a little easier to 
comprehend if they had been. Regard-
less of where the ideas came from, I’m 
damn glad they transpired from concepts 
into the entity that is the chopper. The 
60’s made for a captivating installment in 
motorcycle history. Next time we will look 
at the 70’s, and hat kind of changes the 
motorcycle lifestyle and industry faced.

Melanie Schwarte 
~ Thunder Roads Magazine of Iowa
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You know
you want

one!
This is the best time to buy a 2016

Indian Motorcycle® or Victory
Motorcycle®. We have all of the

latest models. Stop by our
dealership today to find the
motorcycle of your dreams.

on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/MotorCityMotorcycles

1765 S. Telegraph Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI
1 mile north of Square Lake Rd. on east side of Telegraph Rd.
248.920.2000   •   www.RideMotorCity.com
Indian® and Indian Motorcycle® are registered trademarks of Indian Motorcycle International LLC. Victory® and Victory Motorcycles® are registered trademarks of
Polaris Industries Inc. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing and obey the speed limit. Never ride under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

The 2016 Victory Motorcycles®
Power,

Technology,
Style.

Why wait?

The 2016 Indian Motorcycles®The 2016 Indian Motorcycles®

Saturday, March 19, 2016
Join us in celebrating the full line of 2016

Indian Motorcycles® and Victory Motorcycles®!

NEW MODEL
EVENT!

Combining new technology with iconic style.

Touring Bikes

(269) 781-2247 • 1020 E. Michigan Ave. • Marshall, MI 49068
greg@gregalleninsurance.com • www.gregalleninsurance.com

Thunder Roads 

magazine is available 

in our office.

FULL COVERAGE 

STARTING AT $425.00
 

ON MOST HARLEY’S. 
 

500 COMP–500 COLLISION
8 MONTHS RIDING –4 MONTHS 

(COMP ONLY STORAGE) 

NO TICKETS/CLAIMS LAST 3 YEARS
RATES MAY VARY BY TERRITORY

Biker/Agent
STORAGE 

INSURANCE 
STARTING AT  

$8.40
 PER MONTH.

    21th Annual 
VINTAGE  
MOTORCYCLE 
SHOW & SWAP MEET 

Bikes 25 years old  
and older 

GilmoreCarMuseum.org 

GILMORE CAR MUSEUM 
6865 Hickory Rd, Hickory Corners, MI 

Midway between 
Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Lansing  and Grand Rapids 

 Sunday  
June 12, 2016 

8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Rain or Shine! 

Registration info at:          
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Michigan Insurance Company’s 
official harley program agent

~ Thomas Radewahn ~

We Offer THE BEST RATES 
for Michigan Harley Owners! 

• 5 years Replacement Cost on your New Bike!  
• Harley discount on Home and Auto

“Real Insurance for Real Bikers”

989-781-3070  /  www.midv.netPDSPDS

Looking to promote your Business, Group, or Event?
Then our Motorcycle Kickstand Pads are for you!
We o�er a variety of pad and print colors to �t your needs.
We also o�er stylish wrapped pads for added  air.
Order your custom Motorcycle Kickstand Pad today!
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Dealers & Service 

ABC Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd

Waterford, MI 48328
248-674-3175

www.abcharleydavidson.com

Biker Bob’s Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd

Taylor, MI 48180
734-947-4647

www.bikerbobshd.com

Boondox Motorsports
9952 Cherry Valley Ave SE

Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-9900

www.boondoxmi.com

Brighton Harley-Davidson
5942 Whitmore Lake Rd

Brighton, MI 48116
810-225-2915

www.brightonhd.com

C & S Harley-Davidson
4741 East Pickard St (E-M20)

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-772-5513

www.candssportscenter.com

Central Motorsports 
905 Corporate Way  

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
www.centralmotorsports.com

989-773-6025

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Motorcity Harley-Davidson
34900 Grand River Ave

Farmington Hills, MI 48335
248-476-0512

www.motorcityharley.com

Smokin Joe’s Motorsports
8325 Broadmoor Ave SE

Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-7200

www.smokinjoesmotorsports.com

Trojan Powersports
1090 S. Telegraph Rd

Monroe, MI 48161
734-457-MOTO (6686)

www.trojanpowersports.com

Wolverine Harley-Davidson
44660 N. Gratiot Ave.

Clinton Township, MI 48036
586-463-7700

www.wolverinehd.com

MC Parts & Service

Caro Motorsports
1660 E. Caro Rd
Caro, MI 48723
855-672-8500

www.caromotorsports.com

D & B Cycle 
21251 Groesbeck Hwy

Warren, MI.  48089  
586-447-1234

Dyno Tune

Dirty White Boyz Cycle Art
Full Restorations

Custom & Factory Paint
Your One Stop Custom Shop

By Appointment Only
269-968-8398

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Elite Electro Coaters
Powder Coating
16261 Grove Rd

Lansing, MI 
517-886-1020

TRAINING & INSTRUCTION

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI

CURRENT ENDORSEMENT 
REQUIRED

Take your riding to the next level, 
learn from Certified Police Motorcycle

Instructors.
www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com

248-855-4444

Bars & Restaurants

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday 

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640 

989-835-2851
Bike Night Tuesdays

Beer & Brats Bar & Grill
Smoked Meats, Authentic BBQ

Michigan Made
4562 N. Eastman Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-835-9238

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387

BS & Co Bar & Grill
12946 S. Straits Hwy (Old 27)

Wolverine, MI 49799
231-525-8737

Bike Night Every Saturday

C & K Corner Store LLC
8892 Van Cleve Rd.
Vassar, Mi. 48768

989-871-3120
Biker Friendly, Great Food, Cold Beer 

CoCo Cabana’s
2355 S. M-33

West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1400

Tiki Bar & Restaurant & Outdoor Patio

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street

Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055

www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840  

www.huntshogshop.com 

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE

Like us on Facebook

Larry’s Custom Cycles
132 S. Winter St.
Adrian, MI 49921

517-263-5140
Buy & Sell Used HD Parts

Maxwell Brothers Cycle Shop LLC
2469 US 31 North

Petoskey, MI 49770
231-347-2629

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180

www.nickspropowersports.com

Oakley Bike N Trike 
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd

Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148

www.reflectionscustomcycles.com

 Rick’s Custom Cycle
31532 Ford Rd.

Garden City, MI 48135
734-692-2077

www.rickscustomcycle.com

If You Are A Biker Friendly Business And Would Like To See Your Business Listed And    Receive Thunder Roads Michigan Magazines Each Month Call 989-615-5757 (BFD listing only $250 per year)

		  B I K ER   F RIE   N D L Y  D IRECT     O R Y
Duck Inn Waddle Out 

Lounge
3214 Brookfield Ave.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008
269-342-4447

Facebook- Duck Inn Waddle Out

Farmers Home Tavern
215 W. Saginaw

Hemlock, MI 48626
989-642-2546

Bike Night Every Thursday

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd

New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

My Alibi Bar & Grill
2185 S. Meridian Rd.

Midland, MI 
989-835-3573

Tri-Cities Biker Bar
Great Food

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St

St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851

Bike Night Every Wednesday

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

Lodging & Camping

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23

Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Oscoda Area 
Convention Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com

Leather & Repair

AM Leather
Custom Embroidery

American Made Leather Apparel
30739 Eureka Rd

Romulus, MI 
734-946-4663

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning 
25924 Five Mile Rd 
Redford MI 48239  

(313) 535-2270

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.

Sturgis, MI. 49091
269-651-2464

Insurance

Greg Allen Insurance Agency
1020 E. Michigan Ave.

Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-2247

www.gregalleninsurance.com

VanDuren-Irving West Insurance
Cycle Insurance Headquarters

Grand Rapids, MI
616-827-0816

www.viwins.com

Photography

Alchemy Photographic
Aimee List (Artist/Photographer)

313-478-2296
Alchemy Photographic on Facebook

Sam T’ang Productions
28525 Beck Rd. Suite 122

Wixom, MI  48393
248-773-0004 studio

248-773-0002 fax
305-502-1354 cell

email SamTangStudios@yahoo.com

Airbrushing Services  

FB:  Artist Xtraordinair: Airbrush
www.xtraordinair.com

1040 Veto St. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

616-458-5925
comartkelley@hotmail.com

Gun Shops

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St
Mason, MI 48854

517-699-0597
www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

Miscellaneous

J & J Western Store
Motorcycle Apparel & Boots

14241 US 12
Brooklyn, MI 49230

517-592-2813

Kozy Bail Bonds
All of Michigan
 Biker Friendly

24 Hr Immediate Service
1-800-501-8898

Nationwide Foot & Ankle Care
Dr. Randy H. Bernstein
Dr.Randy Semma, DPM

Biker Friendly & Biker Owned
2 Metro-Detroit Locations:
Royal Oak 248-549-3338

Livonia 734-261-3400
www.nationwidefootandankle.com

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,

Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

Victory Biker Church 
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org

810-247-6332
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SERVICE & TRUST FOR 28 YEARS

COLD RIDING GEAR 
SCHAMPA

FACE MASKS • CHAPS • GLOVES
ALL 20% OFF!

We sell Motorcycle Tires for ALL 
makes and models with FREE 

mounting and balancing. 
Find a better price elsewhere? 

No Problem. 
Roll it on in & we will still mount & 

balance it cheaper than 
a fifty dollar hooker.  

Stop on in and check out our NEW 
STyLES OF LEATHERS ALL AT 20% OFF 

NOW ACCEPTING APLLICATIONS FOR SERVICE TECHS

4562 N. EastmaN Rd. • midlaNd mi 48642 • 989-835-9238

Michigan Made

Beer • Wine • rum • Vodka • Whiskey
13 different Types of homemade BraTs 
and much more!
CrafT Beer on Tap

Bloody mary sundays
Biker nighT eVery Thursday
$5 BraT & domesTiC Beer Biker nighT only

Large heated
OutdOOr Space
hours
Sun 11:30aM-11PM
Mon cloSed
TueS-Thur 11:30aM-11PM
Fri & SaT 11:30aM-2aM

Beer & Brats Inc.

Indoor Gun ranGe • Indoor archery ranGe

Guns • FIshInG • archery • Gun saFes

Buy • sell • Trade • cash For Guns • cPl classes

www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

ToTal Firearms
1380 N. Cedar st
mason mi 48854
517-699-0597

moNday-Friday 9-7
saTurday 9-6
suNday 9-4In case you haven’t noticed we are entering a period of time that 

comes around every four years which has been aptly named the 
political “silly season.”  We will be subjected to a relentless on-
slaught of media ads, bill boards, mass mailings, and telephone 
calls making pie in the sky promises, pointing accusatory fingers, 
and voicing outlandish claims as candidates woo and schmooze 
us for our vote. I would never presume to tell anybody how to vote 
and I am not really preoccupied with “R’s” or “D’s” or pachyderms 
or jackasses; but I do pay attention to ideological viewpoints and  
the perceived role of government in the  everyday lives of  citi-
zens. Many of you are probably wondering what any of this has 
to do with “Bullet Points,” and my simple answer is that without an 
accurate historical perspective many people will gladly exchange 
their freedom (and ours) for the bondage of governmental depen-
dence.

There is a reason we have a Bill of Rights in our constitution, 
our founders lived under the tyranny of an abusive and distant 
government where all power and authority was reserved to the 
crown. Public meetings, including church, were closely monitored 
by agents of the government and speaking out or publishing 
anything that could be viewed critical of the king or his repre-
sentatives would result in summary beatings, imprisonment, or 
execution without trial or appeal. Most people don’t know that the 
original drafts of the Constitution did not contain a Bill of Rights, 
instead they embraced Federalism with all authority once again 
resting with a central government then emanating to the states.  If 
it had not been for George Mason and the Virginia delegation to 
the Continental Congress threatening to walk out of the proceed-
ings we would probably be living under a very different form of 
government than we do. Mason believed that the power of gov-
ernment must come from the people and the rights of the peo-
ple and the limits of government must be clearly defined.  Once 
adopted these principals, our First Freedoms, have made the 
United States unique among the nations for the last 225 years, 
and the teeth behind these principals is the Second Amendment; 
our right to “keep and bear arms.” Some founders viewed the  
Second Amendment as more an obligation than a right, George 

Bullet Points

by Rick Wyatt
Washington wrote “A free people ought not only be armed and 
disciplined, but they should have sufficient arms and ammunition 
to maintain a status of independence from any who might attempt 
to abuse them, which would include their own government.”  To 
that I would add ---AMEN!

Back to silly season and ideologies; there are more than 19,000 
gun control laws on the books coast to coast already, most result-
ing as a knee jerk reaction to tragic, but isolated incidents such as 
the recent shootings in Kalamazoo. The loudest screams always 
follow mass shooting incidents and are accompanied by claims 
that we lead the world in such mayhem. Remember that old saying 
“figures don’t lie, but liars figure,”  truth is we don’t  make the top 
ten for mass shootings  among modern industrialize nations and 
barely rank in the top one hundred among all the nations of the 
world.  Another claim is that “more guns will result in more crime,” 
but according to Sheriff David Clark of Milwaukee County, Wiscon-
sin expanded concealed carry laws actually drive crime statistics 
down and he actively encourages the citizens of his county to get 
licensed and carry.  And then the third big lie is the need to close 
the “gun show loophole.”  This claim has got to be the product of to 
many overactive imaginations on a  proverbial witch hunt because 
sales at gun shows age governed by the same rules and laws as  
firearms sales anywhere else and any dealer caught outside the 
law is ejected by the show promoters (who have the most to lose). 

Those who muse that it would be impossible to disarm America 
apparently haven’t bought ammunition the last couple of years.  
When the EPA has closed the last lead foundry and is in the pro-
cess of closing all the brass works around the United States, re-
quiring the importation of these materials to make ammunition, 
you begin to realize they don’t have to take the guns.  These are 
the same people who  tell you what to eat, what to drive, how 
much soda you can drink, how warm/cool your house can be, nan-
ny rule after nanny rule, regulate, regulate, control, control, etc., 
etc., etc.  Another old saying to keep in mind “power corrupts, ab-
solute power (control) corrupts absolutely,” and many in the politi-
cal class believe they are best qualified to run each and every one 
of our lives.   All that stands in their way is the Second Amendment 
and the people’s ability to take their government back! 

Labor Day WeekenD Labor Day WeekenD

Save the Date Save the Date Save the Date Save

 3592 Main St. • Akron MI 48701 • 989.691.5761

hump day 
Wednesdays

EvEry 
Wednesday bike night 

5pM-9pM

happy hour 
11 AM- 9pM

BurgEr & long nEck or a wEll drInk for $5.99
All you cAn EAt wIngS for $9.99

BuckEt BEErS- 6 long nEckS for $13.00 (mix & match)
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First 
Freedoms

SPONSORED BY
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LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600+ Stores Nationwide.

SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any of the 
following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, extended 
service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale item, 
compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,  storage cabinets, chests or carts, 
trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, Daytona, 
Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, StormCat, 
Union, Vanguard, Viking.   Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 8/25/16. 

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• HarborFreight.com
• 800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON WOWSUPER 
COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
8/25/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

600+ Stores
Nationwide

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

Customer Rating

WINNER
– Truckin' Magazine

$11999 comp at 
$349.99

  26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

LOT 95659 shown
61634/61952

SAVE 
$230

• 580 lb. 
capacity

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

 $1499 
comp at 

$59.97

LOT 5889/62281/61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED

HIGH SPEED STEEL
DRILL BIT SET 

SAVE 
75%

SAVE 
$1011

$29999  $42999 42999 
comp at $1310.99

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

LOT  69904
68892  shown

• Lift range: 
7" - 30"

 $599 comp at 
$17.97

 9 PIECE FULLY POLISHED 
COMBINATION WRENCH SETS 

SAE
LOT 69043/42304 shown

METRIC
LOT 42305/69044/63171

YOUR CHOICE

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
$90

2500 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS REMOTE 

CONTROL
LOT 61258  shown

61840 /61297/68146

comp at 
$159.99 $6999 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$100

$7999

 $9999 $9999 

 SUPER-WIDE TRI-FOLD 
ALUMINUM LOADING RAMP 

LOT 69595/60334/90018 shown comp at $179 .99 

• 1500 lb. 
capacity

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
66%

  MECHANIC'S 
GLOVES 

YOUR CHOICE

SIZE LOT 

MED 62434/62426

LG 62433/62428

X-LG 62432/62429

comp at $11 .99 $399  $599 $599 
Item 

62429 
shown

Customer Rating

SAVE 
$119

LOT   95896  

 LOW PROFILE 
MOTORCYCLE DOLLY 

 $7999 
comp at $198 .99 

• 1250 lb. capacity

LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 8/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
40%

$1199

 $1499 $1499 comp at 
$20.26

LOT  60625 shown
69645 /95578

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

Customer Rating

 $15999 

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 
125 PSI VERTICAL 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  69091/67847  shown
61454/61693/62803

comp at $499  

SAVE 
$339

 $28999 

4000 PEAK/
3200 RUNNING WATTS

6.5 HP (212 CC)
GAS GENERATORSGAS GENERATORS

SUPER
   QUIET

• 70 dB Noise Level

comp at $469

LOT  69675/69728
63090/63089

CALIFORNIA ONLY 

LOT  63079/69729
63080/69676 shown 

SAVE 
$60

SAVE 
$202

SAVE 
$179

SAVE 
61%

 $5999 
comp at $119 .99 

 RAPID PUMP® 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 34 lbs.

 LOT  69252
68053/62160
62496/62516
60569 shown

 $699 
comp at $17.97

4 PIECE ANTI-FATIGUE 
FOAM MAT SET

• Each pad measures 
25" x 25"

LOT  61607/62389 
94635 shown 

 MOTORCYCLE STAND/
WHEEL CHOCK 

LOT 61670
97841 shown

comp at $249 .99 
 $4799     

• 1800 lb. 
capacity

SUPER
 

COUPON

VALUE
 $497 

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE MEASURE

LOT 69031/69080/69030 shown
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— June 2014 —
Biker Case Settles

for $2 Million

September2014 Biker Case Settles for $2 Million
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