


LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY • FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS • 20+ YEARS OF INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
With Approved Credit. Ask for details.

ROYAL OAK...........................248.398.7204
GARDEN CITY........................734.237.5002
WARREN................................586.979.8894
LIVONIA...............................734.425.4646
FARMINGTON HILLS..............248.473.8200
ROSEVILLE...............................586.777.8660
ST. CLAIR SHORES................586.771.7620
PORT HURON.........................810.385.4880

CANTON.................................734.981.7770
KEEGO HARBOR......................248.682.1600
TAYLOR.....................................734.946.4174
WATERFORD............................248.673.4970
LINCOLN PARK.......................313.383.9434
GRAND RAPIDS.......................616.241.5897
PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS)...616.363.1106
DETROIT..................................313.526.3799

*Installation Offer includes normal installation with purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee of $4.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive labor and extensive materials fee extra. Prior sales not included. SALE ENDS 2/29/16. 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1967.MICKEY SHORR IS A MICHIGAN COMPANY.

STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM - 5:30 PM. CLOSED SUNDAY

✦Bring in any competitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and we'll beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.

MO93

Visit us on 
Facebook

Automobiles • Marine • Motorcycles • Classic Cars • Recreational Vehicles 

WE’LL BEAT 
ANY DEAL!

✦

F
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CUSTOM INSTALLATION! ALL MAKES & MODELS!
MOTORCYCLE AUDIO EXPERTS!

*Vehicles with factory security systems may require additional interface.

•2 4-button 1-way-1,500 ft. range •Limited 
Lifetime Warranty. #1455

•Kill switch •1,500 ft. range •Double guard shock sensor 
•Six tone siren •Code hopping • Light fl ash 3105V/1591

Mfg. List 
$249.95

Mfg. List 
$229.95 $12995$9995

IN-DASH LIMITED TIME OFFERS!

REMOTE STARTERS....HEAD TO THE SHORR!

Mfg. List $139.95
•Built in Bluetooth •Pandora/iHeart/iPhonedroid •Front 
USB/aux input. KMM-BT312U/2740

AM/FM 
Media Player

INSTALLED*

$8995

REMOTE STARTER 
2-4 BUTTON REMOTES

CAR ALARM WITH
2-4 BUTTON REMOTES

INSTALLED*INSTALLED*

$6995

AM/FM 
CD Player

$$$$Mfg. List $109.95Front aux input •Remote control 
•MP3 playback. DEH-150MP/2121

INSTALLED*

$$$$

Mfg. List $279.95 Mfg. List $279.95MfgM Li

ULTRA COMPACT  DESIGN  
PERFECT FOR  MOTORCYCLES, UTVS  &  AUTOS
NOT AFRAID TO GET A LITTLE  WET
FULL SIGINAL PROCESSING SETS

$19995 $19995
MONOBLOCK CLASS D 
FULL-RANGE AMPLIFIER

HX4-CHANNEL CLASS D 
FULL RANGE AMPLIFIER

•300 watts •300 W x 1 @ 2 ohm 
•160 W x 1 @ 4 ohm.  HX300/1/1119

•280 watts •20Hz-20KHz 
frequency response. HX280/4/1118

EVERY RIDE NEEDS A SOUNDTRACKSPEAKERS & AMPS FOR MOTORCYCLES...MICKEY’S GOT ‘EMESEEEESESESESS MICKEY’S GOT ‘EMSS...SS. MICKEY’S GOT ‘EMMICKEY S GOT EMMICKEY S GOT EM

HX AMPS

$9995
PAIR

Mfg. List $149.95

R MOTORC

BLUETOOTH 
STREAMING!

AMPLIFIED 
MOTORCYCLE SPEAKERS 
WITH BLUETOOTH

         MC420B/1071

NOBODY BEATS 
MICKEY SHORR!



 KEEP YOUR FEET HEALTHY FOR RIDING!
NatioNwide Foot & aNkle Care  P.C.

Biker Friendly and Biker Owned

•	Arthritis	&	Ingrown	Nails
•	Bone	&	Heel	Spurs
•	Bunions,	Corns	&	Calluses
•	Diabetic	&	Senior	Foot	Care
•	Flat	Feet	&	Arch	Pain
•	Fractures
•	Fungus	Nails	&	Infections
•	Hammertoes

•	Leg	Cramps	&	Heel	Pain
•	Numbness	&	Gout
•	Ankle	Sprains	&	Sports	Injuries
•	Ulcers	&	Wound	Care
•	Varicose	&	Spider	Vein	Treatments
•	Warts	On	Hands	&	Feet
•	Burning	&	Tingling	Feet
•	Circulation	&	Nerve	Problems

We	Accept	Medicare,	BCBS,	HAP,	BCN,	Most	PPOs	&	Most	Miscellaneous	Insurances

32432	Woodward	Ave.	/	Royal	Oak	/	248.549.3338
JUST	SOUTH	OF	14	MILe	ROAD	ACROSS	FROM	ART	VAN

10986	Middlebelt	Road	/	Livonia	/	734-261-3400
1/4	MILe	SOUTH	OF	PLyMOUTH	ROAD

www.nationwidefootandankle.com

TWO	MeTRO-DeTROIT	LOCATIONS	TO	SeRVe	yOU

DR.	RANDy	H.	BeRNSTeIN,	DPM
DR.	RANDy	SeMMA,	DPM	

FOR YOUR TOTAL FOOT AND ANKLE CARE

Touring Bikes

(269) 781-2247 • 1020 E. Michigan Ave. • Marshall, MI 49068
greg@gregalleninsurance.com • www.gregalleninsurance.com

Thunder Roads 

magazine is available 

in our office.

FULL COVERAGE 

STARTING AT $425.00
 

ON MOST HARLEY’S. 
 

500 COMP–500 COLLISION
8 MONTHS RIDING –4 MONTHS 

(COMP ONLY STORAGE) 

NO TICKETS/CLAIMS LAST 3 YEARS
RATES MAY VARY BY TERRITORY

Biker/Agent
STORAGE 

INSURANCE 
STARTING AT  

$8.40
 PER MONTH.

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 • (248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

Monday 11am - 2am
Tuesday - Sunday 9sam - 2am

STAY TUNED... FOR EXCITING NEWS COMING SOON!

LIvE ENTERTAINMENT 5 nights a week

• Hot Girlz

• cold beer

• Great food

• bikini Staff

• SpecialS everyday

SPONSORED BY
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We Work on all Makes & Models

from oil changes to complete custom modifications

Chrome Wheel
 Exchange Program

CHROME 
HARLEY RIMS 
STARTING FROM 

$600.00 
EXCHANGE

In-House 
• DynoTuning

• Powder Coating

We do Insurance work pick up and delivery available

273 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti MI 48198
Office 734-480-3148
Fax 734-547-BIKE mon thru fri 

10am - 6pm 
sat appt onlywww.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

Cover

model  Daria Rottenberk of 7 Stone Management
photographer  Diamond Photo

bike  2007 Harley-Davidson Ultra Classic
built by  Reflections Custom Cycles with help by

Kody McNew ~ Voodoo Bike Works
& Vick Crane ~ Crane’s Customs

location  Reflections Custom Cycles

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jason Waechter, David McCallister “Possum”, Brian “BMAN” McKay, 

Rusty Bongard, Debra Wright, Geneva, Steve Hollon, Dale Terry, Robyn Snyder,
Tom Shields, Billy D, TRIA 
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Happy Valentine’s Day Bikers!
I appreciate all the advertisers, Team Thun-
der and loyal readers~ you are all my valen-
tines!  I hope everyone is staying warm now that 
winter in Michigan has officially arrived.  We were so fortu-
nate that it has had a slow start, but the snowmobilers are 
all happy now so everyone wins.  It’s not too late to start 
that winter project on your scoot.  Now is the time if you 
want to get a custom paint job, upgrade to some chrome 
or rev up your motor!  You want your bike to be ready to go 
when the weather warms up so you can ride it!  Whatever 
your needs, you can find the right person for the job in this 
issue of TRMI.  
In this issue you will find History of a Motorcycle is back 
(which has become a favorite series in TRMI), along with 
Tech Tips, Sudoku, Veteran’s Corner and a lot more.  Spe-
cial thanks to Janel Stone of 7 Stone Management, all the 
monthly contributors to TRMI and our wonderful advertis-
ers~ for you are all what helps make and keep Thunder 
Roads Magazine of Michigan the #1 FREE Motorcycle 
Magazine in Michigan!  Thank you!
Last month the Biker Friendly character was on page 3, in 
the picture taken from the awesome class at Northwood 
University I presented to a couple months ago.  See if you 
can find him this month (larger version found in the Biker 
Friendly Directory).  Be sure to like Thunder Roads Maga-
zine of Michigan on Facebook.
  

Now for some “Mo” Advice: 
The thing about love and life…it rarely goes accord-
ing to plan.   

			            Jody Mohowitsch 
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*Professional driver on closed course. Always protect the environment and wear your seat belt, helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. 
Read the owner’s manual and product warning labels before operation. Model shown with Genuine Yamaha Accessories. ©2015 Yamaha Motor Corporation, 
U.S.A. All rights reserved. • YXZ1000R.com

• Introducing the world’s first and only pure sport Side-by-Side. • Features the first 3-cylinder, 998cc engine with sequential 
shift 5-speed manual transmission with reverse for a new level of off-road excitement. • Fully-adjustable, long-travel Yamaha-spec 
FOX 2.5 Podium front & rear shocks – tuned specifi cally for the YXZ1000R – for unmatched performance, confi dence and comfort. 
• On-Command® 2WD, 4WD & 4WD diff-lock driver-controlled system. • Pure performance-styled interior you sit “in” not “on”. 
• Exclusive 27-inch Maxxis Bighorn 2.0 tires. • All combine to deliver industry-best performance, handling & comfort.

PURE SPORT. PURE GENIUS.

2016 ALL-NEW YXZ1000R

STEVENS' YAMAHA SALES
BAY CITY, MI
1-800-292-5017

www.stevenscycle.com
Like us on FACEBOOK

•Introducing the world’s first and only pure sport Side-
by-Side.•Features the first 3-cylinder, 998cc engine with 
sequential shift 5-speed manual transmission with reverse 
for a new level of off-road excitement.•Fully-adjustable, 
long-travel Yamaha-spec FOX 2.5 Podium front & rear 
shocks – tuned specifi cally for the YXZ1000R – for 
unmatched performance, confi dence and comfort.•On-
Command® 2WD, 4WD & 4WD diff-lock driver-controlled 
system.•Pure performance-styled interior you sit “in” not 
“on”.•Exclusive 27-inch Maxxis Bighorn 2.0 tires.•All 
combine to deliver industry-best performance, handling & 
comfort.
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• On-Command® 2WD, 4WD & 4WD diff-lock driver-controlled system. • Pure performance-styled interior you sit “in” not “on”. 
• Exclusive 27-inch Maxxis Bighorn 2.0 tires. • All combine to deliver industry-best performance, handling & comfort.
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• Exclusive 27-inch Maxxis Bighorn 2.0 tires. • All combine to deliver industry-best performance, handling & comfort.
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It’s pink, 
is fully 
customized 
including a 
30-inch front 
wheel, LED lights, 
and lots of chrome.

Jendon estimates a couple of hundred hours went into building the 
motorcycle. The finishing touch is a picture of Stacy Jendon on the back 
with the words: “In Loving Memory Of ...”

The Ypsilanti mother died of breast cancer in August 2011 at 35. She 
is the mother of three young boys who will forever hold her in their 
hearts. Prior to her death, her husband, Jody, developed a plan for her 
memorial bike.  

Jody told his wife Stacy, that he was going to build a bike to 
memorialize her after she passes. The youngest boy, Jaxon, refers to it 
as “mommy’s bike”.  

Jendon, who builds custom motorcycles at his business, Reflections 
Custom Cycles in Ypsilanti, MI transformed a 2007 Harley-Davidson 
Street Glide. The paint is a shade he calls “breast cancer pink,” and 
ribbons cover the bike.

“Breast cancer awareness is what it’s all about,” Jendon said. 

He rides the bike often and has taken it to Florida, where he rode 1,100 
miles in a week. 

“I have yet to go anywhere that I didn’t have somebody 
say, ‘Hey, thanks. My mom … is struggling with it’ or 
something along that line,” he said. Breast cancer has 
touched many lives and Jody’s intent is to honor his wife 
and bring awareness to the disease. 

Reflections Custom Cycles is a loyal advertiser of TRMI 
(See ad page 4)

For more information or to contact Jody Jendon call 
734-480-3148 or online at ReflectionsCustomCycles.com 
or stop by the shop at 273 S. Ford Blvd. Ypsilanti, MI.   



In last heroic act, man donates organs to fellow 
veterans
As Army veteran Matthew Whalen was wheeled down the halls of Plaza Fort 
Worth Medical Center in Texas in his final moments, current and former service 
members stood at attention in an emotional tribute.  His wife, fellow veteran Han-
nah Whalen, said her final and tearful “I love you.” But Staff Sergeant Whalen’s 
heroism continued into the moments past his death as his organs were donated—
to two other veterans.

The 35-year-old suffered a massive stroke, he was diagnosed with a hemorrhage 
in his brain and it was determined he wouldn’t recover.  The decision was made 
to take him off life support when it became clear that in his death he could save 
two others. “That’s what Matt deserved,” Hannah said of the touching ceremony.

Last survivor of USS Oklahoma dies at 95
Ed Vezey, the last survivor of the USS Oklahoma passed away Jan. 2, 2016.  
Since moving to Oklahoma, Ed kept busy.  He helped establish the memorial 
for the USS Oklahoma in Hawaii.  He’s remembered by many for having a huge 
impact on Oklahoma veterans and the general public.

“He had an incredible sense of what was going on. He was a very intelligent man 
and you sit back and think about the time you got to visit with him and now he 
is gone,” Scotty Deatherage said. “So those memories are important to us as 
Oklahomans.”

Vezey was serving on the USS Oklahoma when Pearl Harbor was bombed.  429 
men died that day.  “When it capsized for several days couple of weeks as they 
were trying to rescue those sailors, they could hear the hammers from the trapped 
inside to let them know they were still alive. But they couldn’t get to them,” Death-
erage said. “The agony of knowing that those men are going to be there forever, 
those who survived carried that with them.”

Injured Marine Finds His Voice Again With 
MusiCorps
Marine Lance Cpl. Tim Donley is a gifted musician, but while he was deployed in 
Afghanistan, a bomb blew up resulting in the loss of both his legs and seriously 
damaging his right arm.

Donley’s injuries were almost too much to bear, especially for a talented singer 
who loved to play guitar.  “After I got hurt, I couldn’t even listen to music at all, it 
was too hard.”  But now, Donley has found his voice again as part of MusiCorps 
band of wounded warriors.

MusiCorp is the brainchild of composer and pianist Arthur Bloom.  “I was invited 
to Walter Reed to meet a soldier who was injured in Iraq, he used to play drums, 
he was blown up by a roadside bomb and he lost his leg,” Bloom said. “He was 
concerned, ‘How am I going to play the drums again without my leg?’”

After that meeting, Bloom committed to helping that solider along with any other 
wounded warrior who wanted to learn how to play music, and MusiCorps was 
born.  Since then, MusiCorps has grown, and gained the attention of some famous 
rock stars, including Pink Floyd’s Roger Waters.  

VETERANS 
     CORNER

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

Waters first played with the MusiCorps band at the 2012 Bob Woodruff Founda-
tion Stand Up For Heroes benefit concert. Since then, the band has played with 
musicians such as Yo-Yo Ma, Sheryl Crow, and the Kansas City Symphony.

This fall the band rehearsed at Omega Recording Studios in Maryland in prepara-
tion for a sold out benefit concert in D.C’s Constitution Hall.

There, Waters ran the band through rigorous rehearsals. “I don’t treat them like 
wounded guys, I treat them like musicians,” Waters said. “And that is why they’re 
so good.”

And though the band plays at a professional level, Bloom and Donley, that’s just 
the beginning. The two hope to expand the reach of the music rehabilitation pro-
gram in the coming years.

For Marine Tim Donley, life is great right now. He recently got married, and is 
enjoying performing and helping to teach the country a little more about injured 
service members.  “When people let me know that I help them understand a little 
more about all these guys and what they go through,” Donley said. “It doesn’t get 
any better than that.”

Four Michigan Paralyzed Veterans Receive 
Specialized Wheelchairs
In Novi, four Michigan paralyzed veterans received some specialized wheelchairs 
December to help get around the great outdoors a little easier.

ITC Holding, a company that builds powerlines around the state, presented the 
vets with ATV wheelchairs, which have treads like a bulldozer or a tank.

The vets enjoy hunting and fishing and will be able to cover more terrain with their 
new wheelchairs.  Two of the vets are from Mid-Michigan.

David McCallister “Possum”
Retired AF MSgt computer tech. 
Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan, 
Boerfink MTK Germany, 
RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK
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Here we are in February, well in the clutches of Michigan’s deep freeze. While it’s 
highly unlikely anybody is still riding out there (at least not on the roads!), there 
are lots of things we can do to get ready for the upcoming season. Many people 
spend the coldest months working on their bikes, looking for new gear, taking 
safety courses, or planning road trips for the spring. My team and I are preparing 
for the season too: by watching out for new laws or changes to the law that could 
affect motorcyclists. This month’s article provides a brief review of five Bills we 
are watching now, and how they could affect motorcycling this year and beyond. 

FIVE is House Bill 4853 (HB 4853), which proposes to increase the cost of a 
motorcycle safety course from “up to $25” to “up to $50”. In other words, the pro-
posed change could potentially double the cost of taking a certified rider training 
course offered by any of the following types of agencies: a college or university, 
a school district, a law enforcement agency, or other government agencies within 
the state. There are a number of reasons for the change. For example, the origi-
nal $25 fee was set in the 1980s, which means it hasn’t been updated in over 35 
years, in spite of the fact that it now costs more to offer the courses. In addition, 
the low cost of the course resulted in student no-shows, and the low turn-out 
makes it difficult to get sponsors to offset the cost of the course. According to 
the Bill, the course fees would be used “only for funding the administration and 
implementation of the motorcycle safety education program”. I understand that 
any increase in fees is unfortunate, but this one seems to be reasonable and well 
thought-out. And, there could be another perk to taking a certified rider training 
program… (See FOUR). The Bill has been referred to the Senate committee on 
Transportation.

FOUR is House Bill 4854 (HB 4854), which proposes that the Secretary of State 
waive the required written test, road sign test, and driving skills test for those 
people applying for a new motorcycle endorsement (CY), if they have success-
fully completed a certified motorcycle safety course. To break it down: if you take 
a motorcycle safety course (approved by the Department), and pass the written 
and skills tests at the end, you can apply directly for your CY endorsement. This 
saves a step for applicants and streamlines the process, which seems like a win-
win situation to me. This Bill has also been referred to the Senate committee on 
Transportation.

THREE is House Bill 4651, which proposes to increase the fines for unendorsed 
motorcyclists, bringing them closer to the fines motor vehicles drivers would pay 
for a similar offense. Currently, in order to ride a motorcycle legally, you must 
have a CY endorsement on your driver’s license; the cost of this endorsement 
$13.50 for the initial endorsement, and $5 to renew it. In other words, getting a 
CY endorsement is not cost-prohibitive; there is no good reason not to have one. 
If HB 4651 passes, it would increase the fine for a first offense from up to $100 to 
up to $500. A first offense could also put the motorcyclist in jail for up to 90 days. If 
the motorcyclist were to get caught riding without a CY endorsement again, they 
would face a fine up to $1,000, or jail time for up to 1 year. I realize this seems 
like a major increase; the new fine would be up to FIVE TIMES higher than the old 
fine. But let me put it to you a different way: right now, the cost of a CY endorse-
ment is $13.50, and the fine for riding unendorsed is $100, meaning the fine is 
SEVEN TIMES higher than riding with a CY endorsement. If HB 4651 passes, 

the fine for riding unendorsed will go up to $500… THIRTY-SEVEN TIMES higher 
than just going to the Secretary of State and getting your CY endorsement. So 
really, HB 4651 can be seen as one more incentive to get all motorcyclists to get 
endorsed. Read TWO to see another Bill that is closely tied to this one. This Bill 
has been referred to the House Committee on Criminal Justice. 

TWO is House Bill 4905 (HB 4905), which proposes that 25% of fines collected 
from unendorsed motorcyclists be diverted into the State’s Motorcycle Safety 
Fund. There is a tie-bar between HB 4905 and HB 4651, which means HB 4905 
cannot be enacted into law unless HB 4651 is also enacted. This Bill has also 
been referred to the House Committee on Criminal Justice. 

Finally, ONE is Senate Bill 527 (SB 527), which proposes to revoke Michigan 
motorcyclists’ freedom of choice and force all motorcyclists to wear a helmet when 
they ride, no exceptions; I touched on this Bill in my November article. To recap, 
SB 527 would undo the 2012 law allowing motorcyclists (and their passengers) to 
ride legally without a helmet as long as they met certain conditions: they are 21 or 
older; they carry at least $20,000 in first-party medical insurance (per rider); and 
have either had their CY endorsement for two years, or passed a Certified Rider 
Training Course in order to get their endorsement. Helmetless riding is a hotly 
debated issue, but personally I believe that negligence on the part of motor vehicle 
drivers has a much greater role to play in the safety – or lack thereof – of riding a 
motorcycle. This is not the first attempt to reinstate universal helmet laws, and I 
would guess that if it doesn’t pass, it won’t be the last. This Bill has been referred 
to the Senate Committee of Transportation. 

Obviously, this isn’t a complete list of all the legislation that could affect motor-
cyclists this year, but it’s a good start. My team and I are always looking for new 
and relevant information to pass along to our clients, readers, and fans. To get 
the latest, find us on Facebook (Facebook.com/TheMotorcycleLawyer) or contact 
writer@lawyerforlife.com to subscribe to our monthly newsletter.  

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michigan at-
torney specializing in the areas of motorcycle 
and motor vehicle injury litigation as well as 
Michigan’s Motor Vehicle No - Fault Law. Mr. 
Waechter has collected millions of dollars in 
settlements, awards and verdicts for his motor-
cycle clients over the past 20 years. A portion of 
each case settled goes to educational resources 
for bikers, funds to help bikers while their cases 
are being litigated and our motorcycle accident 
prevention campaign.  

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll free at 
1-877-BIKER LAW. 

Or visit 
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW
Jason’s Top Five Motorcycling Bills to Watch This Spring               MOTORCYCLE WRECK?

Call the MOTORCYCLE LAWYER!

 1-877-BIKER-LAW

WE TAKE AUTO & 
TRUCK CASES TOO!
Hurt in a crash?
Call Jason Waechter - The Motorcycle Lawyer

1-877-BIKER-LAW
www.TheMotorcycleLawyer.com
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All of the ten senior members of the Board of Directors of the company were 
called into the Chairman’s office one by one until only Bob, the junior member, 
was left sitting outside.
Finally it was his turn to be summoned. He entered the office to find the 
chairman and the ten other directors seated around a table. He was invited to 
join them, which he did.
As soon as he had sat down the chairman turned to Bob looking him squarely 
in the eye, and with a stern voice, asked, “Have you ever had sex with Ms. Foyt, 
my Secretary?”
“Oh, no sir, positively not!” Bob replied.
“Are you absolutely sure?” asked the chairman
“Honest, I’ve never been close enough to even touch her!”
“You’d swear to that?”
“Yes, I swear I’ve never had sex with Ms. Foyt anytime, anywhere.”
“Good, then by process of elimination; you’re the one that needs to fire her. 

Redneck Security System: When out of town, leave note on door:
Bubba, 
Me and Earl went to town for more beer & ammo. 
Be back in an hour. Don’t mess w the pitts. They got the mailman this morning 
and messed him up real bad. Don’t think Mangler was involved but hard to tell 
with all the blood. Had to put them all inside house in case cops come. Best to 
wait outside. Be right back buddy. 
Goober

So I finally landed a job as a Smart-Mart Greeter, which is a good find for many 
retirees, unfortunately I lasted less than a day. 
About two hours into my first day on the job a very loud, unattractive, mean-
acting woman walked into the store with her two kids, yelling obscenities at them 
all the way through the entrance. 
Per my greeter training manual I said pleasantly, “Good morning and welcome 
to Smart-Mart.” “Nice children you have there. Are they twins?” The ugly woman 
stopped yelling long enough to say, “Hell no, they aint twins. The oldest one is 9, 
and the other one is 7. Why the hell would you think they’re twins? Do you need 
glasses, or are you just plain stupid?”
So I replied, “I’m neither in need of glasses nor stupid, madam. I just literally 
could not believe someone actually slept with you twice. Have a good day and 
thank you for shopping at Smart-Mart.”  
My supervisor said I probably wasn’t cut out for this line of work.
I think I’ll try the mattress store that just opened up down the road. 

Booger died in a fire and his body was burned apparently beyond recognition. 
The morgue needed someone to identify the body, so they sent for his two best 
friends, Cooter and Gomer. The three men had always done everything together. 
Cooter arrived first, and when the Mortician pulled back the sheet, Cooter said, 
‘Yup, his face is burned up pretty bad. You better roll him over.’ The Mortician 
rolled him over and Cooter said, ‘Nope, aint Booger.’ The Mortician thought this 
was rather strange. So, he brought Gomer in to confirm the identity of the body. 
Gomer looked at the body and said, ‘Yup, he’s pretty well burnt up. Roll him 
over.’ The Mortician rolled him over and Gomer said, ‘No, that can’t be Booger.‘ 
The mortician asked, ‘How can you tell?’ Gomer said, ‘Well, Booger had two 
buttholes.’ ‘What? He had two buttholes!!?’ exclaimed the Mortician.
‘Yup, we never seen ‘em, but everywhere we went, everybody always used to 
say: ‘There’s Booger with the two buttholes.’

When I was 13, I hoped that one day I would have a girlfriend with big boobs.
When I was 16 I got a girlfriend with big boobs, but there was no passion, so I 
decided I needed a passionate girl with a zest for life.
In college I dated a passionate girl, but she was too emotional. Everything 
was an emergency; she was a drama queen, cried all the time and threatened 
suicide. So I decided I needed a girl with stability.
When I was 25 I found a very stable girl but she was boring. She was totally 
predictable and never got excited about anything. Life became so dull that I 
decided that I needed a girl with some excitement.
When I was 28 I found an exciting girl, but I couldn’t keep up with her. She 
rushed from one thing to another, never settling on anything. She did mad 
impetuous things and made me miserable as often as happy. She was great fun 
initially and very energetic, but directionless.
So I decided to find a girl with some real ambition.
When I turned 30, I found a smart ambitious girl with her feet planted firmly on 
the ground, so I married her. She was so ambitious that she divorced me and 
took everything I owned.
I am older and much wiser now, and I am just once again simply looking for a girl 
with big boobs. 

I was leaving a Valentine’s Day party and may have had one too many “lover’s 
martinis”. I saw the flashing lights and heard the siren....
Cop: Please turn off the truck and exit the vehicle. 
Me: I’m too drunk; why don’t you get in.

Happy Valentine’s Day All You Loveable Bikers!     

Things That Make You Go Hmmmm?? 
Why does your OB-GYN leave the room when you 
get undressed, only to sit down in front of you 
and see all you got to see in plain view, when they 
return to the room?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there 
a song about him?

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool 
lane? 

A passenger in a taxi heading for Tampa Airport 
when he leaned over to ask the driver a question 
and gently tapped him on the shoulder to get his 
attention.
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly 
hit a bus, drove up over the curb and stopped just 
inches from a large plate-glass window.
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. 
Then, the shaking driver said, “Are you o.k.? I’m so 
sorry, but you scared the living daylights out of me.”
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the 
driver and said, “I didn’t realize that a mere tap on 
the shoulder would startle someone so badly.” 
The driver replied, “No, no, I’m the one who should 
apologize, it’s entirely my fault. Today is my very 
first day driving a cab. I’ve been driving a hearse for 
the past 25 years.”

GearHead returns home a day early from Sturgis as 
his bike broke down and he caught a lift just inside 
of town, and then grabbed a cab. 
It’s after midnight.
While on his way home, he asks the cabby if he 
would be a witness. The man suspects his wife is 
having an affair, and he wants to catch her in the 
act.
For $100 bucks, the cabby agrees. 
Quietly arriving home, the husband and cabby tip 
toe into the bedroom. 
GearHead switches on the lights, yanks the blanket 
back and there is his wife, in bed with another man, 
just as he suspected! 
GearHead puts his gun to the naked man’s head. 
The wife shouts, 
‘Don’t do it! I lied when I told you I inherited 
money from my Aunt Sarah. 
HE paid for the Audi I gave you on our Anniversary. 
HE paid for our new cabin cruiser. 
HE paid for your season tickets. 
HE paid for our house at the lake. 
HE paid for your African tour with your biker 
buddies and your new ATV. 
HE paid for the custom rims for your Ultra-Glide. 
HE paid for our Family WaterWorld membership
And, HE even pays the monthly dues on the kid’s 
Private schooling. 
Shaking his head from side-to-side, GearHead low-
ers his gun. He looks totally confused over at the 
cabby and says, 
‘What the hell would you do? 
The cabby never skips a beat and replies, ‘I’d cover 
his ass with that blanket before he catches a damn 
cold.’

Mildred, the small town gossip and self-appointed 
monitor of church morals, was always one to stick 
her nose into other people’s business. Most mem-
bers of the congregation did not approve of her 
intrusions, but she was feared due to her lethal 
forked tongue, so everyone maintained their si-
lence. 
She took that fatal step too far one day, when she 
accused “Lightning”, a biker, and new member of 
the Church, of being an alcoholic after she saw his 
old Chevy pickup parked in front of the small town’s 
only bar all morning and late into the night. She 
emphatically told Lightning in front of the entire 
congregation that “Everyone seeing that pickup 
there would know what he was doing”. Fact was, 
Lightning had volunteered to help Gus, the bar 
owner, repair a leaky ceiling in the kitchen. But Gus 
was not a member of the congregation so nothing 
was brought to light. 
Lightning, a man of few words but plenty of action, 
stared at her for a solid minute, then just got up 
and left the church. He said nothing. 
Later that early morning; around 1:00 a.m., Light-
ning parked his pickup directly in front of Mildred’s 
house, walked home, and left it there all night long 
and late into the lunch hour. 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a birthday gift
The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.
When she asked me why, I replied,
“Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought you 
last year!”
Hello! Some people are so dense. 

“Putter” and all his golfing buddies are standing on 
the green while he’s got a very important shot to 
win the game that’s not over 15 feet to the hole; 
straight in. 
“Handicap” yells out, “come on, already, Putter, we 
all want to finish up and grab a drink”. 
Putter replies back, although in a hushed tone, 
“don’t bust my balls here huh? My wife’s up
on the Club’s veranda watching us and I want to 
get it right”. Handicap yells back, 
“Nah, forget about it, that’s way too far off, you’ll 
never hit her from here”. 

Michigan's Trike
Conversion

Headquarters!

Mention this
Ad for Special

$avings
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Thunder Paws
Ace
Bonded with Lily. These two need a quiet 
home preferably with experienced chi own-
ers.

Lily
Is bonded with Ace and we would like them 
adopted together. These two should be in a 
home with experienced chi owners. 

Merry
A stray found eating garbage and being 
kicked by adults in front of a church when 
she was rescued.  She is sweet, and friend-
ly and needs a home to call her own and 
a family that can appreciate and love her.

Saffire
One of four precious shepherd lab mix pup-
py girls that is looking for a family to grow 
up with and love for years to come.

Shelby 
This adorable baby shepherd lab mix 
girl will be ready for her new home soon.  
Watch her grow into a wonderful loving 
family member.

All Saving Tails Animal Rescue dogs are fully 
vetted. Microchipped and spay or neutered (if of age.) We are 

foster based, so all our animals are living with families so they can be ready to 
be part of your family. For more information on these animals or others available 
please go to www.savingtailsanimalrescue.org / 248-692-4619

Cyrus
Was found abandoned in the backyard and 
horrific conditions. Even though he was 
neglected and abused, this boy is ready to 
provide years of love and companionship. 
There is no heart truer.

Melba
Is a 9-month old Corgi Shepherd mix that 
will make a great companion. Friendly and 
lovable can be part of your life with this 
beauty.

Roxanne
Is a 6-month-old Shar Pei & Lab Mix young 
girl.  Friendly and playful this back beauty 
will make a great family pet. 

Sasha Bell 
Is a gorgeous green-eyed girl that is look-
ing for someone that will appreciate her 
independent nature.  Shy at first, she will 
need patience and time.

Willow
Is a Shar Pei mix girl that was having a 
very hard time at the shelter. She is being 
treated for heartworm. This sweet lady is 
looking for a place to call home.  Can yours 
be hers too?

Ace

Lily

Cyrus

Melba

Merry Roxanne

Saffire Sasha Bell

Shelby Willow

Saving Tails Animal Rescue (STAR) is proud to announce that they are a Pets for Patriots partner. 
We will be featuring a Pet for Patriots - Pet of the Month on our website: savingtailsanimalrescue.org 

If you are a veteran you will receive 50% off the adoption fee. 
To find out more about this wonderful program, you can go to petsforpatriots.org

 STAR thanks all the men and woman who are serving or have served our country.

®
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Gear drive cams are the bomb! However, 
it can be a challenge to actually find a stock Harley Twincam engine that is within 
the tolerances to install them without taking the bottom end apart and make 
the necessary repair to make it true. What the heck am I talking about? Some 
of you have heard me talk about the chain tensioner problems Harley has, well 
some people like to get rid of the chain drive totally and switch to gear drive 
cams to never have to worry about it ever again. Whether you ask me to replace 
the tensioner shoes, switch to hydraulic tensioners or go to gear drive I always 
check the crankshaft runout or how much the crankshaft wobbles, and the new 
bikes can be the worst to be honest ... Harley now states that runout can be as 
much as 12 thousandth’s ... crazy stupid in my opinion. S&S aske’s you to be at 
3 thousands or less but you can go as far as 5 thousandth’s with a special cut 
gear to allow for the clearance needed with that much runout. I have used both 
close tolerance and wide tolerance gears and they work great! I love gear drive 
for the twin cam, low drag and perfect timing, so if you can ... do it! 
First thing’s first, you have to open the cam chest up and remove the cams to 
check your runout, pretty easy day! We are going to do a S&S 509G gear drive 
on Ernest Lello’s 2001 fuel injection Road King, this cam is a great option for 
this particular bike giving it much better response and performance with no valve 
spring worries and little to no tuning needed. 
Timing cover off and about to take the timing chain off and the cams out.

Pushrods cut and removed (I use adjustable pushrods so there is no need to 
take the rocker boxes off) Cams out and you are looking inside the cam chest 
with the oil pump still installed. I take the oil pump off to check the runout and 
always…always replace the oil pump o-ring! 

With the plate and gauge installed check how much total runout the crankshaft 
has, if it is within tolerance you can go to gear, if not you have to use chain drive 

or take the bottom end apart, get the cases line bored, crank balanced and trued 
with crank pin welded and new crank bearings (which is all needed on the newer 
bikes in my opinion) it is a bit of cash but so worth the benefits when making 
some fun horsepower and getting rid of some vibration too.
Our bike was just under 3 thousandths so we are good to go for gear drive cams! 

New gear drive cams installed onto the cam plate. With new inner bearing 
installed into the engine cases and outer cam bearings into the cam plate too.

New crank to cam drive gears installed after installing the oil pump and cam 
plate. Note that you do not have to take the chain tensioner mounting pins out of 
cam plate. All timed correctly and ready for the cam cover, install the adjustable 
pushrods, exhaust and accessories then it is time to fire it up! 
I will tell you the front exhaust pushrod is the one people usually don’t get 
adjusted correctly so if you get a ticking, check that one first.
 We fired it up and all went well, took it out for a test ride (COLD!), look for leaks. 
Now you’re ready to ride your new gear drive monster!	

Thanks for reading! Take care all of you great people and God Bless you!

Steve

Tech Tips By Steve
C h a i n  t o  G e a r s

Golgotha Performance Cycles
www.golgothacycles.com 
517-977-1752 / golgothacycles@comcast.net

AMRA 
Feature

Greetings All 
& Welcome 
to our monthly 
article in 
Thunder 
Roads 
Michigan.
by Tom Shields

Well we’re in that funky part of the year, February/
March time frame, holidays are over, good riding 
weather is still a couple months away; the winter 
doldrums start to set in! One has to really work at 
staying focused on something; otherwise it is way 
too easy to become a couch potato!

Annette, my lovely bride, works for an accounting 
firm so she is in the busiest time of her job, the 

dreaded tax season!! Another reason I need “projects” to keep me 
busy. As I mentioned in a previous article, it is a good time to work 
on the bike, add extras or spruce it up however you like. If that’s 
not in the cards and you’re not a big winter outdoors type of person 
then it’s a good time to tackle the honey do list. 

Typically that is what I focus on, but things are little different around 
the Shields household this winter. We just put our home of 14 plus 
years up for sale and are embarking on a new adventure. We have 
some land up in the northern part of Muskegon county and are 
beginning the project of having a home built! It is both exciting and 
a little scary!  But this will be it for us, even though we are still a 
number of years away from actual retirement; this will be our retire-
ment home.

So instead of working on projects around the old homestead, I will 
be busy the next couple months packing up the “stuff” we don’t use 
on a regular basis and moving it to a storage unit. Let me tell you, 
one gets a lot of “stuff” stored all over the house in 14 some years!  
Plus, if the house should sell quickly we will be looking for tempo-
rary lodging in a local apartment complex. That will be interesting! 
Personally I am not a big fan of apartment living, but that will be a 
small sacrifice to pay for the end result!

So, what’s going on here on the Westside of the state in February? 
Well here are a few items for your consideration:

Through the end of the month both Hoffmaster State Park and 
Ludington State Park offer winter snowshoe hikes. Hikes are held 
every Saturday during the month, reservations are required. Visit 
www.michigan.gov/gogetoutdoors for more information.

Restaurant week is happening in Grand Haven the 19th through 
the 27th. Participating venues will be offering $8.00 lunch and 
$15.00 dinner specials. More information can be found by calling 
(616) 844-1188.

Pentwater will have a Winterfest February 13th through the 20th. 
There is a whole list of fun things to either take part in or just watch. 
More information is available at their Facebook site or www.Pent-
water.org.

Oh and don’t forget your valentine on February 14th!!!

Well that’s it for now!! Safe riding, get out and enjoy!

1640 S. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI 49091

269-651-2464

hours
M-F 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun 12 noon to 4:30 pm

www.ridewild.com

p r e s e n t s

leather

Largest 
Leather Shop 
in Southwest 

Michigan

Now StockiNg Heated gear

• Jackets
• gloves

• accessories

Huge iNveNtory 
Men’s & Ladies’ 

Leather and 
accessories

Saddlebags
travel Bags
Helmets / Boots
gel Seats

concealment 
Shirts

It’s not what you ride... 
 it’s what you wear!

Street i Dirt i Snow i Dynotuning

 u Complete Street and Dirt Riding Apparel y Accessories y Supplies
u Full Service Facility with 12 Work Bays

u Motorcycle y ATV y Snowmobile Dynometers

1660 E Caro Rd y Caro MI 48723 y 855-672-8500
MonDAy-FRIDAy 9-6 y SATuRDAy 9-4

CMS is ready to meet all of your Motorcycle, 
ATV and Snowmobile needs.

Visit us at our website to view Dyno Sessions 
and learn more about our Services

www.caromotorSportS.com
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Thunder 
Fun

Jody“Mo’s”

Inspiration 
(From Forbes- Top 100 Inspirational Quotes)

Build your own dreams, or someone else will hire you to build 
theirs. ~ Farrah Gray

The battles that count aren’t the ones for gold medals. The struggles 
within yourself–the invisible battles inside all of us–that’s where it’s 
at. ~ Jesse Owens

Education costs money.  But then so does ignorance. 
~ Sir Claus Moser

The Cold by Ranger Rick

The deep throws of winter surround me. A winter’s night, cold, and 
quite, still. How many more still cold nights must I endure before I 
feel the warmth of the coming summer sun upon my face? The sun 
that takes my long winters thoughts of remorse and replaces them 
with the healing warmth which melts my wounds, and sorrows 
away. The sun which dries the earth, and moistens my brow. The sun 
which releases me to the freedom of a ride down a well paved road. 
I sit and wait, watching the night. The windless, still silent night. 
Life will come again, when warmth returns. I wait.

Fun Facts 
About 70% of Americans who go to college do it just to make more 
money. [The rest of us are avoiding reality for four more years.]

An iguana can stay under water for 28 minutes.

Bubble gum contains rubber.

PROFESSIONAL POWDER COATING 
Motorcycles • Automobiles • ATVs

16261 GROvE ROAD • LANSING MI

CALL 517-886-1020 • FAX 517-886-2151

E
V
E
N
T

We at Thunder roads magazine 
Would Like To Say 
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4562 N. EastmaN Rd. • midlaNd mi 48642 • 989-835-9238

Michigan Made

Beer • Wine • rum • Vodka • Whiskey
13 different Types of homemade BraTs 
and much more!
CrafT Beer on Tap

Bloody mary sundays
Biker nighT eVery Thursday
$5 BraT & domesTiC Beer Biker nighT only

Large heated
OutdOOr Space
hours
Sun 11:30aM-11PM
Mon cloSed
TueS-Thur 11:30aM-11PM
Fri & SaT 11:30aM-2aM

Beer & Brats Inc.
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I know, I know it’s February! Typically, I write something about the 
main holiday of the month, specifically, during the winter months.  This month, 
I want to make a little twist on Valentine’s Day and talk about brotherly love.

The Bible says in Romans 12:10 “Show family affection to one another 
with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor.”

What I’m talking about here is how we Christians, specifically; are to care for 
each other and show brotherly love toward one another – as brothers and 
sisters in Christ. But, we cannot stop there, we must love those that do not, 
yet, know Christ.  Listen, the world is waiting for us, Christians, to be what 
Christian means… Christ-Like ones.

So many times, I’ve seen Christians divided along denominational lines, what 
I call ‘demonations’.  One group won’t hangout with or work with another and 
even worse, they tend to talk smack and spread lies about each other.  My 
brothers and sisters this should not be!!!

I’ve also seen this error within many motorcycle ministries.  One M/M won’t 
work with any other because they think they’re the best of the best and that 
they don’t need anyone else.  This, my brothers and sisters, is pride and 
does not accomplish what God has called us all to do, love the lost and lead 
them to Christ.

1 John 4:20 says “If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, 
he is a liar. For the person who does not love his brother he has seen 
cannot love the God he has not seen.”

I hope you’re picking up what I’m putting down here…  This disunity and 
dishonor is doing nothing to carry out what Jesus said we are to do... “I as-
sure you: The one who believes in Me will also do the works that I do. 
And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father.” John 14:12.

Also, as I’ve written about before, this is not being in unity as we’re called 
to be as John 17:21 shows us “May they all be one, as You, Father, are 
in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may 
believe You sent Me.”

Listen, Jesus is coming and we’ve got a lot of work to do.  People need 
Jesus!! Not another religion and for those that have not heard me preach on 
this, God is not in religion!  He is only found in relationship and that is only 
through and by Christ Jesus.

So brothers and sisters in Christ, let’s look past our petty differences and fo-
cus on the main fact that Jesus is Lord.  Let’s love 
one another as Christ loved us first and together go 
love the unlovable, letting the light of Christ shine 
through us all.

Much love and respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & Founder
Victory Biker Church International
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org

Biker 
Preacher’s 
Corner

on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/MotorCityMotorcycles

1765 S. Telegraph Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI
1 mile north of Square Lake Rd. on east side of Telegraph Rd.
248.920.2000   •   www.RideMotorCity.com
*for a jacket of equal or lesser value. Indian® and Indian Motorcycle® are registered trademarks of Indian Motorcycle International LLC. Victory® and Victory
Motorcycles® are registered trademarks of Polaris Industries Inc. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing and obey the speed limit.
Never ride under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

ONE DAY ONLY!
Saturday, February 13, 2016

Buy any one jacket for him at the
regular price and get the second

jacket for her at 50% off the
regular price.*

Ride in style in 2016 with
authentic Indian Motorcycles®

riding apparel.

NOW IN OUR SHOWROOM... ALL 2016 models in both line ups!

2016 INDIAN®

SCOUT® SIXTY
The legendary heritage of the
Indian®  Scout®  is carried

forward in the all new Scout®  Sixty. Expertly balanced
and lightweight, Scout® Sixty is the perfect motorcycle to
start your legend. Base MSRP only $8,999

Visit our booth at the
2016 Detroit Autorama

at Cobo Hall in
Detroit, Michigan

February 26-28, 2016

Savings
throughout
the store on

Accessories &
Apparel

in the beautiful Irish Hills

Over 2000 Pairs 
Of Boots In Stock

MOtOrcycle APPArel
Biker Jackets • leather Vests

chaps • Saddle Bags

Harley-Davidson® is a registered trademark of 
the Harley-Davidson® Motor Company

BIker 
JAcketS 

from 
$99.00

chAPS 
from 

$79.00

J & J Western Store
14241 US 12, Brooklyn MI  49230

(517) 592-2813
OPen 9:30AM-5PM

closed Sunday

www.dbcycles.com

2151 Groesbeck • Warren MI 48089 • 586-447-1234 • Fax 586-447-1235

FULL MACHINE 
SHOP SERVICE

COMPLETE 
ENGINE WORK

STROKER KITS

TRANS WORK

CUSTOM BIKES 
BUILT

CUSTOM 
PAINTING

DYNO 
TUNING

TIRE PRICES 
THAT CAN’T 

BE BEAT!
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TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2016
February

February 7
1st Annual Muskegon Motorcycle 
Swap Meet
Muskegon, MI.  Bikes, parts, leather, 
food & beer.  For more info go to para-
gonpromotion.com (See ad this issue).

February 10
Customer Appreciation Night
Perry HD, Kalamazoo, MI.  5:30- 7pm, 
prizes & giveaways, free pizza til it’s 
gone, register to win $150 gift card.  
For more info call 269-329-3450 (See 
ad this issue).

February 13
Performance Workshop
ABC HD, Waterford, MI.  Noon0 1pm, 
free lunch & learn, 1 lucky attendee 
wins a $100 gift card.  For more info 
go to abcharleydavidson.com (See full 
page ad inside front cover)

February 13
LED/Boom Audio Workshop
Motorcity HD, Farmington Hills, MI.  
Noon.  For more info go to motor-
cityharley.com (See full page ad this 
issue).

February 20
Boom Audio Workshop
Biker Bob’s HD, Taylor, MI.  2 pm.  To 
RSVP for your spot call 734-947-4647.  
For more info go to bikerbobshd.com 
(See 2 page ad spread this issue).

February 21
Detroit Area Swap Meet
Suburban Collection Showplace, Novi, 
MI.  10 am- 4 pm, $8 pp, 12 & under 
free, bikes, parts, leather, jewelry, 
patches, accessories.  For more info 
call 989-225-1244 (See full page ad this 
issue).

February 25 
Blackout Your Bike Workshop
Town & Country HD, Cement City, 
MI.  5 - 7 pm, highlighting products to 
drop your bike over to the Dark Side, 
including black front end kits, suspension 
kits & accessories.  For more info go to 
cementcityharley.com

February 25 
HD First Responders Event
Town & Country HD, Cement City, MI.  
6 - 8 pm,  our way of thanking current 
& former Military, Police, Fire & EMS 
Personnel, free food & drink, door prizes, 
dealership & museum tour.  All first 
responders can learn to ride for free.   For 
more info go to cementcityharley.com

February 26-28
64th Annual Meguirs Autorama
Cobo Center, Detroit, MI.  $19 general 
admis, $6 kids 6-12 yrs.  For more info go 
to autorama.com

February 27
Cabin Fever Party
ABC HD, Waterford, MI.  11 am- 3 pm, 
free food, best lumberjack & beard 
contest, chance to win $500 in gift 
cards.  For more info go to abcharley-
davidson.com (See full page ad inside 
front cover).

March

March 3
HD First Responders Event
Tecumseh HD, Tecumseh, MI.  5 - 7 pm,  
our way of thanking current and former 
Military, Police, Fire & EMS Personnel, 
free food & drink, door prizes, all first 
responders can learn to ride for free.   For 
more info go to tecumsehhd.com

March 18-19
Pig Fest
Ramada Lansing Hotel & Conference 
Center, Lansing, MI.  $35 pp, entertain-
ment, 50/50, door prizes & more.  For 
more info go to harleyrider.net (See ad 
this issue).

March 19
Collection Kits/Trim Workshop
Biker Bob’s HD, Taylor, MI.  2 pm.  To 
RSVP for your spot call 734-947-4647.  
For more info go to bikerbobshd.com 
(See 2 page ad spread this issue).

March 19
Monster Energy AMA Supercross
Ford Field, Detroit, MI.  $15 admis, doors 
open 12:30 pm, race starts at 6:30 pm.  
For more info go to supercrosslive.com/
tickets

March 19-20
9th Annual Custom Motorcycle Show 
& Expo
Gibraltar Trade Center, Mt. Clemens, 
MI.  Sat 10-8, Sun 10-6, $7, 12 & under 
free with adult, bike show, dealers, 
equipment, leather, apparel, accesso-
ries, bikini contest & more.  For more 
info go to gibraltartrade.com (See full 
page ad this issue).

March 20
43rd Annual Kalamazoo Motorcycle 
Swap Meet
Hastings, MI.  Bikes, parts, leather, 
food & beer.  For more info go to para-
gonpromotion.com (See ad this issue).

April

April 2-3
Detroit International Bikeorama
Cobo Center, Detroit, MI.  Ultimate 
build competition $10k, prizes, 
trophies, vendors, massive swap meet, 
bikini contest & more.  For more info 
or vendor info go to detroitbikeorama.
com (See full page ad this issue).

April 10
36th Annual Grand Rapids Motorcycle 
Swap Meet 
DeltaPlex Arena, Grand Rapids, MI.   10 
am - 4 pm, buy-sell-trade, bikes, parts 
leather, food, beer.  For more info go to 
grandrapidsmotorcycleswap.com (See 
ad this issue).

April 24
Birch Run MotorCycle Swap Meet
11600 N. Beyer Rd. Birch Run, MI.  
10am-4pm, $6 & free parking, over 400 
vendors with motorcycles, parts, acces-
sories .  Vendor spots only $40.00 for 
used parts vendors.  For more Info call 
Bubba 989-893-5187 or email bubba@
bubbastricitycycle.com

Looking Farther Ahead

*Mark Your Calendars for May 1 for the 
32nd Annual Peotone (IL) Motorcycle 
Swap Meet.  For more info go to 
paragonspromotion.com (See ad this 
issue).

*Mark Your Calendars for May 29 for 
the 28th Valpo-Fest Motorcycle-Car 
Show & Swap, Valparaiso, IN.  For 
more info go to paragonspromotion.
com (See ad this issue).

*Mark Your Calendars for June 9-11 
for the 28th Annual Sandy Corley 
Memorial Run, The Double JJ Resort, 
Rothbury, MI.  For more info or vendor 
info go to sandysharley-davidson.com 

*Mark Your Calendars for the 30th 
Annual Wetzelland Bash.  For more 
info go to wetzelmc.com (See ad this 
issue).

Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Bike Nights listed ONLY on ads in each issue.

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting 

your event in Thunder Roads Magazine 
of Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our Magazine 
will have their event Posted on the Pull-
Out Calendar (specific issues) and your 
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder 
Roads Events Calendar of the Magazine. 

Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan – 
Your Michigan Biker Connection

(Call about our Special Discounts for 
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads 
Magazine and on our web site, send the 

information to:  
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Event information must be received prior to the 
10th of the month preceding the event month to 

be posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to 

attend any event as the information/dates may 
change. 

 
Thunder Roads is Not responsible for errors 

or omissions.
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Dealers & Service 

ABC Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd

Waterford, MI 48328
248-674-3175

www.abcharleydavidson.com

Biker Bob’s Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd

Taylor, MI 48180
734-947-4647

www.bikerbobshd.com

Boondox Motorsports
9952 Cherry Valley Ave SE

Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-9900

www.boondoxmi.com

Brighton Harley-Davidson
5942 Whitmore Lake Rd

Brighton, MI 48116
810-225-2915

www.brightonhd.com

C & S Harley-Davidson
4741 East Pickard St (E-M20)

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-772-5513

www.candssportscenter.com

Cars 2 Go of Wayland
1134 W. Superior

Wayland, MI 49348
855-815-5494

www.cars2gowayland.com

Central Motorsports 
905 Corporate Way  

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
www.centralmotorsports.com

989-773-6025

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Motorcity Harley-Davidson
34900 Grand River Ave

Farmington Hills, MI 48335
248-476-0512

www.motorcityharley.com

Smokin Joe’s Motorsports
8325 Broadmoor Ave SE

Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-7200

www.smokinjoesmotorsports.com

Trojan Powersports
1090 S. Telegraph Rd

Monroe, MI 48161
734-457-MOTO (6686)

www.trojanpowersports.com

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins PKWY (Miller Rd/ I-75)

Flint, MI
810-234-6646

www.vehiclecityharley.com

Wolverine Harley-Davidson
44660 N. Gratiot Ave.

Clinton Township, MI 48036
586-463-7700

www.wolverinehd.com

Used Bikes

College Bike Shop
340 N. Larch St.

Lansing, MI 48912
517-484-6413

www.collegebikeshop.com

MC Parts & Service

Caro Motorsports
1660 E. Caro Rd
Caro, MI 48723
855-672-8500

www.caromotorsports.com

D & B Cycle 
21251 Groesbeck Hwy

Warren, MI.  48089  
586-447-1234

Dyno Tune

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd

Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148

www.reflectionscustomcycles.com

 Rick’s Custom Cycle
31532 Ford Rd.

Garden City, MI 48135
734-692-2077

www.rickscustomcycle.com

Sleeping Bear Motor Sports
9664 US 31 South

Interlochen, MI 49643
231-275-BEAR (2327)

Sleepingbearmotorsports.com

Bars & Restaurants

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday 

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640 

989-835-2851
Bike Night Tuesdays

Beer & Brats Bar & Grill
Smoked Meats, Authentic BBQ

Michigan Made
4562 N. Eastman Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-835-9238

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387

BS & Co Bar & Grill
12946 S. Straits Hwy (Old 27)

Wolverine, MI 49799
231-525-8737

Bike Night Every Saturday

C & K Corner Store LLC
8892 Van Cleve Rd.
Vassar, Mi. 48768

989-871-3120
Biker Friendly, Great Food, Cold Beer 

Dirty White Boyz Cycle Art
Full Restorations

Custom & Factory Paint
Your One Stop Custom Shop

By Appointment Only
269-968-8398

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Elite Electro Coaters
Powder Coating
16261 Grove Rd

Lansing, MI 
517-886-1020

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street

Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055

www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840  

www.huntshogshop.com 

Larry’s Custom Cycles
132 S. Winter St.
Adrian, MI 49921

517-263-5140
Buy & Sell Used HD Parts

Maxwell Brothers Cycle Shop LLC
2469 US 31 North

Petoskey, MI 49770
231-347-2629

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180

www.nickspropowersports.com

Oakley Bike N Trike 
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

If You Are A Biker Friendly Business And Would Like To See Your Business Listed And Receive Thunder    Roads Michigan Magazines Each Month Call 989-615-5757 (BFD listing only $250 per year)

TR  M I  B IKER     F RIEN    D L Y  D IRECT     O R Y
CoCo Cabana’s

2355 S. M-33
West Branch, MI 48661

989-345-1400
Tiki Bar & Restaurant & Outdoor Patio

Duck Inn Waddle Out 
Lounge

3214 Brookfield Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008

269-342-4447
Facebook- Duck Inn Waddle Out

Farmers Home Tavern
215 W. Saginaw

Hemlock, MI 48626
989-642-2546

Bike Night Every Thursday

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd

New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

My Alibi Bar & Grill
2185 S. Meridian Rd.

Midland, MI 
989-835-3573

Tri-Cities Biker Bar
Great Food

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St

St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851

Bike Night Every Wednesday

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

Lodging & Camping

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23

Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Oscoda Area 
Convention Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com

Leather & Repair

AM Leather
Custom Embroidery

American Made Leather Apparel
30739 Eureka Rd

Romulus, MI 
734-946-4663

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning 
25924 Five Mile Rd 
Redford MI 48239  

(313) 535-2270

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.

Sturgis, MI. 49091
269-651-2464

Insurance

Greg Allen Insurance Agency
1020 E. Michigan Ave.

Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-2247

www.gregalleninsurance.com

VanDuren-Irving West Insurance
Cycle Insurance Headquarters

Grand Rapids, MI
616-827-0816

www.viwins.com

Photography

Alchemy Photographic
Aimee List (Artist/Photographer)

313-478-2296
Alchemy Photographic on Facebook

Sam T’ang Productions
28525 Beck Rd. Suite 122

Wixom, MI  48393
248-773-0004 studio

248-773-0002 fax
305-502-1354 cell

email SamTangStudios@yahoo.com

Airbrushing Services  

FB:  Artist Xtraordinair: Airbrush
www.xtraordinair.com

1040 Veto St. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

616-458-5925
comartkelley@hotmail.com

Gun Shops

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St
Mason, MI 48854

517-699-0597
www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

Miscellaneous

J & J Western Store
Motorcycle Apparel & Boots

14241 US 12
Brooklyn, MI 49230

517-592-2813

Kozy Bail Bonds
All of Michigan
 Biker Friendly

24 Hr Immediate Service
1-800-501-8898

Nationwide Foot & Ankle Care
Dr. Randy H. Bernstein

Biker Friendly & Biker Owned
2 Metro-Detroit Locations:
Royal Oak 248-549-3338

Livonia 734-261-3400
www.nationwidefootandankle.com

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,

Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

Victory Biker Church 
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org

810-247-6332
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September 1, 1939 marked the start of 
World War II.  World War II is often said 
to be the hey-day of the military motor-
cycle, but it was actually a time of reduced 
combat roles compared to World War I. 
Motorcycles would continue to play a role 
in supporting the Allied troops, just as they 
had in the First World War, however, the capacity at 
which motorcycles participate in the war are different this 
time. Still valuable for courier duties, scouting, and re-
connaissance motorcycles would need some improve-
ments this go-around if they were to remain useful to the 
military.  Two key players would remain prominent in the 
American motorcycle industry during the war, Indian and 
Harley-Davidson.  These two were at war themselves, 
but would none the less make advancements to their 
production lines and serve the Allied forces 
well.

The Allied troops discovered early in the 
war that their motorcycles were technologi-
cally behind when compared with captured 
German motorcycles. So what does one 
do in this situation? Well, you keep the 
captured bikes and send them back home 
of course.  The motorcycles were disman-
tled and reverse engineering was used to recreate the 
modern motorcycle for ourselves. In the 1930’s and 40’s 
the advanced engineering seen in the BMW motorcycle 
was unprecedented. Basically, to an American engineer 
at the time, the idea of a shaft drive and telescoping forks 
was a little like approaching the concept of teleportation 
today, we can envision the idea, but have a snowballs 
chance in Hell of actually creating it. But that’s stealing 
you may say, .but such is the product of war. And what 

the hell, we got some damn good scooters 
out of the deal.

So, first up is Harley-Davidson.  Usually 
leading Allied convoys in recovered terri-
tory was “The Liberator”, also known as the 

H-D WLA. First produced in 
1940, the WLA underwent 
several modifications in 
order to better serve the Al-
lies. Due to logistical needs 
the air filter was replaced 
with an oil-bath air cleaner 
for ease of maintenance. 
Rather than have to stock 
replacement filters, the rider 
could in essence “freshen 
up” his filter by adding 

regular motor oil. The crank case was also 
redesigned to reduce water intake so that 
the motorcycle could reportedly ford sixteen 
inches of water without stalling out. So what 
exactly IS the WLA? W is indicative of the 
family of motorcycle, this being the new-
est incarnation at the time, a 45 cubic inch 

flathead.  L indicates “high 
compression”; in the usual 
H-D scheme (the “low 
compression” W model 
was only briefly available).  
A is for Army. H-D would 
similarly produce a slightly 
different model with big 
twin parts for the Cana-
dian military. The WLA was 

History of Motorcycles: 
Part 7

originally produced in small numbers for general military expansion, but would 
reach nearly 90,000 produced by the close of the war. The WLA sported a 
springer front suspension with a side-valve design engine, used for its de-
pendability rather than power, and would remain in production until 1973 in 
the Servi-Car. The Harley-Davidson WLA would become THE iconic United 
States military motorcycle of World War II.

At the same time Harley was hard at work, Indian was also mass producing 
two-wheeled assistance for the troops.  During World War II Indian made a 
de-tuned Sport Scout for Allied Army called the 640.  The 640 embodied a 
750 cc/45 cubic inch power plant.  6 refferd to the model and 40 to the year of 
manufacture (i.e. a 341 is a 1941 Indian Chief). In addition to the 640, Indian 
made many model 741’s. The 741 was a 30.50 cubic inch/500 cc model.  This 
model lacked greatly in the speed department, but was extremely reliable.  In 
fact, many have survived across the pond. The 500 cc model earned its own 
nickname, several in fact. The military referred to them as the 741b, while civil-
ians called them “thirty-fifties”, “Junior Scouts”, or “pony Scouts”. Indian Chiefs 
were sold to the United States Army, in addition to the Australians, Canadians, 
and the French military.

So what ever happened with that intel we received in the form of confiscated 
BMWs? Well let me tell ya a little about that.  Harley incorporated the engine, forks, 

and shaft drive design exactly from the BMW design, resulting in the XA. The XA 
was a two-wheeled machine far superior to any American motorcycle in production 
at the time.  Indian also took a thing or two from the krauts and created its own 

advance military machine, the 841 (complete with a hand clutch and foot shift). 
But beyond the 841, Indian developed in their factory a secret factory prototype; 
prototypes that came to be known as the Experimental Fours, that were rarer and 
much faster than the 841. In 1941 Indian completed its Indian Four prototype.  It 
was an awesome 800 cc OHV Four engine, and used the 841 frame, while adding 
one more advancement; a shaft drive. So why weren’t these modern marvels more 
popular? Well, unfortunately, JEEP began production of military vehicles, which 
were ultimately deemed more efficient by the military, and only about 1,000 each of 
Harley-Davidson and Indian’s futuristic bikes were ever manufactured.

So what happened post war to the nearly 180,000 motorcycles produced for 
and/or used in the Second World War? Old bikes like these aren’t exactly 
the easiest to come by.  Well, those troops had developed affection for two-
wheeled travel and the attraction to motorcycles was spreading far and wide.  
Story has it that demobilized troops began buying cheap military surplus 
motorcycles after returning home. The only problem with the military issue 
bikes?? You guessed it, awkward windshields, ammunition racks, and unnec-
essary bags.  So what did these inventive Vets do with their less than desirable 
surplus purchases?  Well they chopped off everything they didn’t want, and 
revamped their motorcycles into the bikes of their dreams.  And another birth 
has occurred in the motorcycle history family, the birth of the “chopper” and the 
eventual rise of “Biker” culture in the 1950’s.  Looks like the perfect place to 
start snooping around next time.

Melanie Schwarte 
~ Thunder Roads Magazine of Iowa
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SERVICE & TRUST FOR 28 YEARS

COLD RIDING GEAR 
SCHAMPA

FACE MASKS • CHAPS • GLOVES
ALL 20% OFF!

We also offer FREE pick up and delivery... so get your bike 
done NOW on all the stuff you neglected over the summer

Stop on in and check out our NEW 
StyLES OF LEAtHERS ALL At 20% OFF 

Yea, I know it’s still cold out, but Daytona is 
just around the corner and we got everything 

you need to get ready for it... 
From Wheel Chocks and Tie Downs 

to Windshields and Tires. 
So get yer ass in here and then go have some fun!

We also have Top Quality Leathers at 
Low Budget Prices.

Indoor Gun ranGe • Indoor archery ranGe

Guns • FIshInG • archery • Gun saFes

Buy • sell • Trade • cash For Guns • cPl classes

www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

ToTal Firearms
1380 N. Cedar st
mason mi 48854
517-699-0597

moNday-Friday 9-7
saTurday 9-6
suNday 9-4

1134 W. SUPERIOR   WAYLAND MI 49348    WWW.CARS2GOWAYLAND.COM
SALES 616.499.3302   TOLL FREE 855.815.5494   SERVICE 616.499.3711

~Plus~

Cars2Go of Wayland is an
Authorized LOOK Trailer Dealer

with new trailers in stock
and customs available!

Question:
How do bikers get through
Michigan Winters without

the rush of riding?
Answer:

ey ride with a winter
rrush!

Michigan Snowmobile Trail Permits Available at

F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R  F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R

F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R  F O R  S A L E  B Y  O W N E R

 3592 Main St. • Akron MI 48701 • 989.691.5761

FOR SALE BY 
OWNER

BAR ORIGINALLY EST. 
IN THE 1920’S

ONLY 2 OWNERS
WELL ESTABLISHED

ONLY SELLING DUE TO PERSONAL MEDICAL REASONS

$249,000
SERIOUS INQUIRIES ONLY

CALL RICH
989-551-5440
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“Should Old Acquaintance be forgot and 
never thought upon?” 

~ Auld Lang Syne

Our ABATE Region flag has been with us for 25 years that I know of. There are others of the 22 Regions of 
Michigan that have been around longer, some less. Ours has dozens of small patches sewn to it, indicative of 
years of contributions, support of various activities, and “in memory of” patches to remember our fallen freedom 
fighters along the way. 

Whether from accident, illness, or old age we remember our lost brothers and sisters who rode, served, and 
shared our collective run on the road to protect our right to live, and die, in the life we have chosen.  It is a fine 
thing, and a pleasant thing, to reflect upon those old friends. Chuckling, at the crazy, fun times remembered, 
proud, of the rides and stands made together in defiance of tyranny. Solemn, with the stark reality that it is the 
past.

But we carry on. We make the runs, we work the events, we hang the signs and teach the classes. We meet 
often and regularly. And we have a good time with each other, because we care about each other. Across this 
state we know when someone marries, is sick, divorces, moves away, is hurt, dies, or is in need. We pray, help, 
cheer, and otherwise do what needs doing. 

We take pride in our non-exclusivity. Literally anyone is welcome into the 
fold. The only requirement to be a brother or sister in this organization 
is to be a brother or sister in this organization. It does however become 
quickly apparent that we have expectations and goals. And what drives 
us is not quite about beer, appearances, and status.  We are bikers, 
and we pull from across the entire gamut of that world, but we are all 
freedom fighters to one degree or another. It is an uncomfortable seat 
amongst us I think for the uninvolved, unwilling, or anyone who is there 
to be entertained without effort and contribution. 

You have to have a taste for a bit of 
defiance, and a willingness to endure the 
attention brought by standing up to power. 
We have few passive, apathetic; head in 

the sand, long term abate members.But, encouragingly, we do have new, young, 
and interested members with the love of freedom in their veins. 

So a tip of the cap and mug to those who were, to those who are, and to those who 
will be. May our biker spirit never die.

Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is 
success. ~ Henry Ford

~ Rusty

Rusty Bongard
Communications Director, 
ABATE of Michigan
Asst. State Rep. MRF
Co-Director B.O.L.T. of Michigan
V.P. SWMC

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

 38 FEBRUARY 2016  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN www.thunderroadsmichigan.com FEBRUARY 2016  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 39www.thunderroadsmichigan.com



Lim
it 1 coupon per custom
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20%
OFF

ANY 
SINGLE 
ITEM
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LIM
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purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
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ust be presented. Valid through 6/25/16. Lim
it one coupon per custom
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 or by calling 800-423-2567. Cannot 
be used with other discount or coupon or prior purchases after 30 days from

 original 
purchase with original receipt. Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original 
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Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOW

EST Prices?
W

e have invested m
illions 

of dollars in our ow
n 

state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and m

illions m
ore in 

our factories, so our tools 
w

ill go toe-to-toe w
ith the 

top professional brands. 
And w

e can sell them
 for a 

fraction of the price because 
w

e cut out the m
iddle m

an 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that sim

ple! 
Com

e visit one of our 
600 + Stores Nationw

ide.

• 600 + Stores N
ationw

ide
• H

arborFreight.com
    800-423-2567

Customer Rating

7 FU
N

CTIO
N

 
D

IG
ITA

L 
M

U
LTIM

ETER
LOT 90899 shown

98025/69096

VALUE
 $15

 

SAVE 
58%

Customer Rating

 LOT 67227  shown
69567/60566/62532
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