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MARNED DOWN  Jasiers

Best Selection of The Year! ALREADY DISCOUNTED :

, PARTS & ACCESSORIES SERVICE ‘s

 FRONT END KITS (B i 5 B R

Valid Fetwuary Tsl - 28th, 2077, Previous saies exciuded & offéers camod be comibined, See desler for delmils. .-‘

2% O FREE sty epses

405 Highland Waterford, M

248) 674- 3175 I AbcHarIeyDavldsnn com
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MICKEY SHORR. MOTORGYGLE

MOBILE ELECTRONIGS UAl.'nlu EXPEHTSI

UL G132 A7) VL™ CUSTOM INSTALLATION!
U@ UiE Salelifi® ALL MAKES & MODELS!

ADAPTORS & INSTALLATION KITS!
7=, »=—4 Harley Stereo

-

- Speaker Adapters ey Install Kit s, Lis
LNITED T . a—.
OEEERS!, "5 519 95 99.9600/2549 39 95

IN-DASH DECKS...EXPERT INSTALLATION!
KENWOOD I/VS TALLED A JVO

AM/FM CD Ji = \
e mony AWEMCD x| D Biuctootn IANNSREESSEEEY, oy

e | S Receiver F L, - CD Receiver with
Mg List $99.95 | BUILT-IN BLUETOOTH

*Front usb/aux input *Anroid usb music control s 95 *Built-In Bluetooth +Hands-free calling & audio 1 S 95
Detach face. KDC-168U/2852 69 ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ o US KORTBOST260 Mg List $109.95

BIG SOUND FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE...HX AMPS...EVERY RIDE NEEDS A SOUNDTRACK!
*ULTRA COMPACT DESIGN *PERFECT FOR MOTORCYCLES, UTVS & AUTOS

SODD

Amplified Aungvsmms b ALIDIC). MONOBLOCK CLASS D FULL-RANGE
Motorcycle MOTORCYCLE AMPLIFIER
Speakers 300 watts *20Hz-12 kHz frequency. HX300/1/1119

MC300/7454 ’V\fg List

55995

Mfg. List $229.95

51495

2-3 BUTTON REMOTE STARTER
REMOTE ALARM 24 BUTTOI\! REMOTES

Lm\t dlf tm e warran y 3|00L/|2|9

lifetime warranty. #|455$ '
Mig. List $249.95 12 g INSTALLED"

*Vehicles with factory security systems may require additional inferface.

MICKEY SHORR IS A MICHIGAN COMPANY. FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1967.
ROYAL OAK.......cccccvvvccas 248.398.7204 CANTON.......ccooviiiiiiicnn. 734.981.7770
GARDEN CITY.....cocvvne. 734.237.5002 KEEGO HARBOR............cccccc... 248.682.1600

WARREN. ... 586.979.8894 TAYLOR .o 734,946 4174
LVONIA.. 734.425.4646 MOEILE ELECTRONICS 248.673.4970

FARMINGTON HILLS.............. 248.473.8200 313.383.9434

ROSEVILLE oo 586.777.8660 www.mickeyshorr.com GRAND RAPIDS..........oooooe...... 616.241.5897
ST. CLAIR SHORES................ 586.771.7620 Visit us on FINANCING AVAILABLE (= PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS)...616.363.1106
PORT HURON..........ccccoevnr... 810.385.4880 Facebook With Approved Credit. Ask for details. #  DETROIT.......coooeoeeeeeee 313.526.3799

*Bring in any competitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and we'll beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.
*Installation Offer includes normal installation with purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee of $5.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive lahor and extensive materials fee extra, Prior sales not included. SALE ENDS 2/28/17.

LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY ¢ FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS ¢ 20+ YEARS OF INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE
!' : STORE HOURS: MIONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM - 5:30 PM. CLOSED SUNDAY ms1a

eddordfosgae. KENWOOD Proneer JVO &»VIPER
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1491 S LAPEER RD (M24 & 169) LAPEER / 810-664-9261

ACs Classic Cycle Works

PARTS / ACCESSORIES / SALES & SERVICE
RESTORATIONS / CUSTOMIZATION
AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR
DRAG SPECIALTIES / S&S / ZIPPERS PERFORMANCE
D&D EXHAUST & 100’S MORE!

See us for all your Performance & Service needs
ACCEPTING VISA & M/C / GIFT CERTS AVAILABLE

GREAT DEALS ON TIRES & INSTALLATION
CALL US FOR DETAILS
We treat your bike like it’s our own!

Come in & check out our HUGE SELECTION OF USED BIKES

WE OFFER FINANCING WITH RATES AS LOW 2.49%
1960 W. WEST MAPLE RD / COMMERCE TWP. MI / 248-697-6163
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e{§ WE CATER TO COWARDS ?j
NATIONWIDE FOOT & ANKLE CARE P.C.

)/ - -
¢ FREE \
/ FOOT EXAM &
{ CONSULTATION

EXCLUDES X-RAYS,
+ LABTESTS AND L
TREATMENT

. . DR. RANDY H. BERNSTEIN, DPM*
" DR.RANDY SEMMA, DPM/DR. MICHELE BERTELLE-SEMMA
*BOARD CERTIFIED-FELLOW, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF FOOT AND ANKLE SURGEONS
BIKER FRIENDLY AND BIKER OWNED

* Arthritis & Ingrown Nails * Leg Cramps & Heel Pain
* Bone & Heel Spurs * Numbness & Gout
¢ Bunions, Corns & Calluses * Ankle Sprains & Sports Injuries
* Diabetic & Senior Foot Care ¢ Ulcers & Wound Care
* Flat Feet & Arch Pain * Varicose & Spider Vein Treatments
* Fractures * Warts On Hands & Feet
* Fungus Nails & Infections * Burning & Tingling Feet
* Hammertoes * Circulation & Nerve Problems
We Accept Medicare, BCBS, HAP, BCN, Most PPOs & Most Miscellaneous Insurances

TWO METRO-DETROIT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU
248.549.3338

734-261-3400

www.nationwidefootandankle.com
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

4.

- SPC NSOR D
ﬁ'[

I’ CHRNE
Hr‘ﬁm

MDEII.E ELEETHDHIE!‘-

A7}




Thunder Cam L. 3
Letter From The OWNET........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieciiiee e 7
In the Shop With RON....covveiiiiii e 8
Events Calendar............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 10
T eI a TS 1 (O ] T NN RS R 12
Jason the LawWyer..........oooiiiiiiiiie e 14
Jokers WVild: . - 16
Victory ANNOUNCEMENT..........viiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 18
TRUNAEIWEAN . ... 22
Redneck ENgiNEering.........ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiee e 23
Biker Friendly DireCtory........cooooueeeieiiiiiiiieeieiiiieee e 24
Jody Mo’s Thunder Fun..........ccooeiiiiiiiiiiicieee e 27
Bullet POINtS. ... 28
Biker Preachers COMmer...........ccvoiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i 31

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS

Jason Waechter, David McCallister “Possum”,
Brian “BMAN” McKay, Debra Wright, Billy D, Geneva,
Rick Wyatt “ghost”, Ron Johnson

.....

OXINV 'XB0Er COvER

pHoTO Dave Manter
BIKE OWNER / MoDEL Walt Snider
® e “Franky” Custom Rat Bike
BIKE BUILT Renegade Gentlemen Customs, LLC
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69294 MAIN ST ~ RICHMOND
586-727-4500

23084 MAIN ST ~ ARMADA
586-784-4500

7860 SMITHS CREEK RD ~ WALES
810-367-4500
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We Work on all Makes & Mo

FROM OIL CHANGES TO @

We do Insurance work e.c« vs D

IN-HOUSE &I
* DynoTuning | =
- Powder Coating |,

273 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti Ml 48198
Office 734-480-3148
Fax 734-547-BIKE

MON THRU FRI
10AM - 6PM
SAT APPT ONLY

www.ReflectionsCustomCycl

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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Mention this
Ad for Special
Savings | /oad

'TII{I BAR
REA OPEN
_YEAR ROUND

THURSDAYS
NEW YORK STRIP DINNER 59.38
TUESDAYS 6 THURSDAYS
SMOKED BEEF BRISKET DINNER 512.99

HAPDY TRAILS RENTALS

Meel Sh{*end'

We've partnered with Providing for Paws o bring
vou the HOTTEST in customized motoreveles,
paired with local dogs thal need a home!

8 LHO0 Telegraph Rl Taylor, MI 18150
ST AN
wn . BikerBob=hilcom

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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DICK SCOTT'S FREEDOM POWERSPORTS IS YOUR NEW
DESTINATION FOR PRE-OWNED HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTORCY(LES!

GET THESE GREAT DEALS AND MORE!

36534 Plymouth Rd - Livonia, M| 48150 ~ 87
www.DickScottPowersports.comn

xclude dealer setup, taxes, litle, fre g and Censing and are subject to change Other restictions may app ¥
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OWNER / PUBLISHER
Jody Mohowitsch
P.O. Box 1782, Midland, M| 48641-1782
Office 989-486-8464 / Cell 989-615-5757 / Fax 866-678-2423
Jody@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

LAYOUT & DESIGN
Barbara L. Garner / ART DIRECTOR

WEBSITE DESIGN
William McKenzie

ADVERTISING SALES / DISTRIBUTION

Monroe / Plymouth / Novi / Dearborn / Livonia / Brighton / Howell / Warren
Debra Wright 313-218-5224 / debrathunderroads@yahoo.com

Lansing / Jackson / Battle Creek / Adrian & Surrounding Areas
Kirk Quenby 517-719-9181 / Kirk@thunderroadsmichigan.com

Saginaw / Midland / Mt. Pleasant
Shirley Mohowitsch / 989-615-5757

Bay City / Akron / Caro / Flint / Lapeer / Frankenmuth / Tuscola
“Billy D" 989-598-0644 / billyd@thunderroadsmichigan.com

Kalamazoo / Benton Harbor & Surrounding Areas
Dale Terry 269-548-7156 / dale@thunderroadsmichigan.com

Tawas / Oscoda
Sandy McCracken 989-225-6344

Port Huron / Utica / Sterling Heights / Waterford
Jay Goscinski 586-929-3070 / Jay@Thunderroadsmichigan.com

REPRESENTATIVE WANTED FOR THE FOLLOWING AREAS
EMAIL JODY FOR MORE INFO
* Grand Rapids & Surrounding Areas ~ AVAILABLE

* Muskegon / Ludington / Manistee ~ AVAILABLE
* Canton / Royal Oak~ AVAILABLE  Ferndale / Downriver ~ AVAILABLE

* Clare / Harrison ~ AVAILABLE  Gladwin / Standish ~ AVAILABLE
* Northern Michigan ~ AVAILABLE * West Branch / Grayling ~ AVAILABLE
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Toni McCoy Shearon & Brian Shearon
1528 Matlock Drive / Chapmansboro, TN 37035
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e-mail:thunderroadsfounders@yahoo.com / www.thunderroadsmagazine.com
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OUT WRITTEN PERMISSION. PUBLISHER ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY AND IS NOT
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ANY ISSUE AS SCHEDULED DUE TO REASONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL, ANY AND ALL
SUITS FOR LIABLE, PLAGIARISM, COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT AND UNAUTHORIZED
USE OF A PERSON’S NAME OR PHOTOGRAPH. OPINIONS AND CLAIMS MADE BY AD-
VERTISERS AND AUTHORS ARE THEIR OWN, AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT
THE POLICY OF THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OR THUNDER PUBLISHING. PUBLISHER
DOES NOT PROMOTE THE ABUSE OF ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS.
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Happy Valentine’s Day Sweet Bikers!

Love is in the air...Love for everything that we look forward to in
Michigan. Such as Thunder Fun Night coming up on February
18th, which | can’t wait for! Also, the Ride n’ Win contest, which
will be kicking off again on June 1s, and of course all the awe-
some other events that we look forward to attending each year as
well as new ones. It won’t be long and the warmer weather will
be upon us again.

In this issue we have some very cool articles that | hope you enjoy
reading. Congratulations to Walt Snider! He was the winner of
the Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan Facebook Cover Photo
contest, which is our cover this month. If you have a great photo
and would like to submit it for consideration go to ThunderRoad-
sMichigan.com and click on photo contest. | hope everyone is
staying warm and making the best of this time of year however
you can until riding season is upon us again.

Please patronize our advertisers and tell them too, thank you for
supporting Thunder Roads and making it the #1 Free Motorcycle
Magazine in Michigan!

Last month the Biker Friendly character was on page 10, in the
events calendar photo. See if you can find him this month. See
much larger version found in the Biker Friendly Directory (BFD).

Now for some “Mo” Advice:

Every day we have a choice on how great or bad that day
can be. Despite the things that come our way we can choose
how we receive them and what to do with them. Don’t let
“things happening” dictate how you feel. Choose to be hap-
py, positive and grateful for all that you have whether that is
a little or a lot. The more grateful you are for what you have
the more you will receive.

On a special note to my friends Tom, Teena, Bryce, Shirley
and Bob...

You can either “Get To Livin or Get To dyin”. © E

Jody Mohowitsch

THUNDER ROADS

MICHIGAN

PROUDLY PRINTED IN MICHIGAN BY
QUAD/GRAPHICS, MIDLAND, Mi
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IN'THE SH8P WITH RON

T0 REPAIR
OR NOT
T0 REPAIR

This month in the shop we’re going to
discuss plastic repair. When to repair or
replace and also some different products,
procedures, and equipment. There are
probably as many products and proce-
dures available as there are different types
of plastic to repair. Gluing, 2-part epoxy
products used with or without reinforcing
cloth, hot staples, welding (yes welding),
etc. For this article we’re going to focus
on 2-part epoxy repairs and welding/hot
stapling. The decision to repair or replace
will be based on several factors, feasibility
(can the item be repaired successfully),
will repair affect part in a negative way
(i.e. clearance or function issues), longev-
ity (will repair hold up over time), also
cost and availability of a replacement part
should be considered. | have repaired
many types of plastic for many different
applications; some successful others not
so much. Not all plastics are of the same
chemical makeup. Some are more repair
friendly than others; some just can’t be
repaired successfully. The first step to a
successful repair is to determine the type
of plastic (as close as possible) that you
are trying to repair. This can be accom-
plished several different ways.

The one | use most often is the grind test.
To perform this test, take a small angle
grinder with a 50-grit disc and in an incon-
spicuous spot on the part to be repaired,
lightly grind a small area. If it produces a
dust of sorts, it's one type of plastic, if it
appears to melt and smear or ball up, it's
another type and countless other pos-
sibilities. It's very important to identify the
material being repaired in order to choose
the best repair option. As mentioned earlier
there are so many different types of mate-
rial and different procedures if anyone has
any questions please contact me at the
shop and | will be glad to help. Now let’s
talk about some of the procedures and
equipment used. First, we'll look at a 2-part
epoxy and reinforcing cloth.

| would recommend this for a small non-
structural type of repair, such as a small
gouge or crack say in a side cover or
shielding or similar. This repair does not
offer much as far as structural integrity or
strength, but mostly cosmetic or appear-
ance related issues. The next procedure
we’ll look at is hot staples. The equipment
consists of a hot staple gun, different
staples for different applications, and a flat
iron to heat and smooth plastic.

BY Ron Johnson

| would recommend this for a broken
mounting tab or cracked housing or
something like that, where appearance is
not your primary concern. We also have a
plastic welder, which consists of a weld-
ing gun, transformer with adjustable heat
settings for different types of plastic, and a
filler rod for most different types of plastic.

This is the method | use most often and
when used in conjunction with hot staples
or reinforcing cloth for added strength it
can produce a strong and reliable repair
that can also be made to look good. Since
we’re out of space, next month I'll walk
you through a couple of basic repairs in an
effort to make it a little clearer.

Ride Safe Ride Often
We Share Your Passion!

Ron

SERYICE / UPGRADES
CUSTON BODYWORK
PRINTING
FABRICATION
DETAILING

By Appointment Only

517-983-9327

We Share Your Passion

; o
FOOD T pERSS SPIRITS
-

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round.

(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

$3 WELLS|

$2 PINTS (DOMESTIC BEER)
$2 DOMESTIC BOTTLES
$7 BURGER & BEER SPECIAL

440 N. Saginaw St
Lapeer Ml 48446
810-667-3170
Cheerslapeer.com

WE HAVE OGEMALD HILLS BIKE IWDEEK CALENDARS!

:'

3

...THE ONLY LAST RIDE.
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Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com

Bold events indicate advertiser of Thunder Roads MI-please patronize our advertisers.

FEBRUARY

February 1

Deadline Today to register for
Thunder Fun Night and Reserve
your Spot for Feb 18th! Pkg deal
includes overnight hotel stay,
dinner, breakfast, party bus trans/
gratuity & door prizes. Everyone
21 yrs. & over welcome. For more
info & to reserve your spot go to
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com >
click on store> click on Thunder
Store > Thunder Fun Night. To pay
via credit card or for questions
call Jody Mo 989-615-5757 (See all
event details online at Thunder-
RoadsMichigan.com).

February 4

Chili Cook Off

Boondox Motorsports, Caledo-
nia, MIl. Noon- 3 pm, Super Bowl
themed. For more info call 616-
891-9900

February 4

Customization Workshop

Perry HD, Portage, MI. Noon- 2pm,
free refreshments, learn from the
pros, register by calling 269-329-
3450.

February 5

2nd Annual Muskegon Motorcycle
Swap Meet

L. C. Walker Arena, Muskegon, MI.
10 am- 4 pm, $7 adult, early birds
$10 7 am- 10 am, indoor event. Buy,
sell, trade, bikes, parts, leather,
food, beer. For more info go to
paragonspromotion.com (See ad
this issue).

February 5
Super Bowl

February 11
Customization Workshop
Perry HD, Portage, MI. Noon- 2pm,

free refreshments, learn from the pros,

register by calling 269-329-3450.

February 14
Happy Valentine’s Day

February 18

4th Annual Thunder Fun Night
Bay Valley Resort, Bay City, MI.
Early check in available at noon,
receive a goody bag at check-in,
must meet in the lobby at 5 pm,
must already be registered to
attend. For more info & to reserve
your spot by Feb 1st go to Thun-
derRoadsMichigan.com > click on
store> click on Thunder Store >
Thunder Fun Night. For questions
call Jody Mo 989-615-5757 (See all
event details online at Thunder-
RoadsMichigan.com).

MARCH

March 5

Detroit Area Motorcycle Swap Meet
Suburban Collection Showplace,
Novi, MI. 10 am-4 pm, $8 pp, 12 &
under free, buy, sell, trade, bikes,
parts, leather, jewelry, patches &
more. New lower costs for vendor
spots available. For more info call
989-225-1244 (See full page ad this
issue).

March 10-19

76th Annual Daytona Beach Bike
Week

Daytona Beach, Florida. 10 days
of festivals, concerts, cruises,
showcases, & more. For more info
go to OfficialBikeWeek.com (See
full page ad this issue).

March 19

44th Annual Kalamazoo Motorcycle
Swap Meet & Parts Expo

Wings Event Center, Kalamazoo,

10 FEBRUARY 2017 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN

MI. 10 am- 4 pm, $8 adult. Buy,
sell, trade, bikes, parts, leather,
food, beer. For more info go to
paragonspromotion.com (See ad
this issue).

March 25-26

10th Anniversary Custom Motor-
cycle Show & Expo

Gibraltar Trade Center, Mt. Clem-
ens, Ml. Sat 10 am- 8 pm, Sun 10
am- 6 pm, $7 pp, 12 & under free
with adult. Cash prizes for bike
show, bikini contest on 25th, ven-
dors & more. For more info or to
reserve your vendor spot call 586-
465-6440 or go to gibraltartrade.
com (See full page ad this issue).

APRIL

April 9

37th Annual Grand Rapids Motor-
cycle Swap Meet & Parts Expo
Delta Plex Arena, Grand Rapids,
MI. 10 am- 4 pm, $8 adult. Buy,
sell, trade, bikes, parts, leather,
food, beer. For more info go to
paragonspromotion.com (See ad
this issue).

April 15
16th Annual Cadillac Motorcycle
Swap Meet & Parts Expo

Wexford County Civic Center, Cadil-

lac, MI. 10 am- 4 pm, $7 adult, kids
12 & under free. Buy, sell, trade,
bikes, parts, leather, food, beer.
For more info go to paragonspro-
motion.com (See ad this issue).

MAY

May 7

32nd Annual Peotone Motorcycle
Show & Parts Expo

Will Co Fairgrounds, Peotone,

IL. 10 am- 4 pm, $7 adult, $10
early birds admission 7 am- 10 am,

indoor & outdoor event. Buy, sell,
trade, bikes, parts, leather, food,
beer. For more info go to para-
gonspromotion.com (See ad this
issue).

May 19-21

44th Annual Blessing of the Bikes
Festival

Baldwin, MI. Vendors, giant food
festival, camping available. Blessing
on Sunday at airport. $5 per bike,
gates open 9 am.

May 26-June 4

Ohio Bike Week

Go online to book rooms and order
your VIP All Access Passes at Ohio-
BikeWeek.com

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!!

Increase your attendance by posting
your event in Thunder Roads Magazine
of Michigan.

All Advertised Events in our Magazine
will have their event Posted on the Pull-
Out Calendar (specific issues) and your
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder
Roads Events Calendar of the Magazine.

Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan -
Your Michigan Biker Connection
(Call about our Special Discounts for
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads
Magazine and on our web site, send the
information to:
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com
Event information must be received prior to
the 10th of the month preceding the event
month to be posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to
attend any event as the information/dates
may change.

Thunder Roads is NOT responsible for emors or
omissions.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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Millions More Vets to Be Able to Shop at Exchanges Online

After two years of study and debate, the Department of Defense
has made a policy change, effective next November, to allow 16
million honorably discharged veterans to shop online for discounted
military exchange products.

Peter K. Levine, acting undersecretary of defense for personnel
and readiness, signed a memorandum Wednesday announcing
the benefit expansion, effective Veterans’ Day Nov. 11, and giving
Congress the required 30 days’ notice before actions begin to
implement the plan.

Months of preparation are needed to make e-shopping portals
more robust and to allow the Defense Manpower Data Center
(DMDC) time to create software for verifying veterans’ status using
Department of Veterans Affairs records.

Thomas C. Shull, chief executive officer of the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service, led a three-year quest to expand online
exchange shopping to all honorably-discharged veterans with
access to computers. It cited two reasons.

One was to reward their service with exchange product savings
that, on average, will be near to 20 percent versus commercial
department store prices when military exemption from state and
local sales tax are considered too.

Shull’s other purpose was to increase exchange revenues to help
offset troubling declines due to the drawdown of active duty forces,
base closures and the end of military tobacco discounts for the
higher priority of healthier populations.

The Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard exchange services joined
Shull and AAFES in pushing for the shopping benefit expansion.
They worked with Levine’s office and with resale board executives
in refining the proposal.

The online benefit does not extend to veterans’ dependents,
although spouses and family members theoretically could use the
authorized customer’s log-in credentials, given the nature of an
online shopping benefit.

With DMDC verifying shopper identifies electronically, the depart-
ment will not have to produce special identification cards. DMDC
estimates that 13 percent of eligible veterans, primarily those who
served before 1981 might not be in their data base when the shop-
ping benefit becomes available. Presumably guidance will be is-
sued for veterans who might have access problems initially.

Veterans upset over benefit changes at VA

The New Year brought some new changes to the way local veterans
receive their benefits. Veterans who travel to the VA hospital for
appointments used to be reimbursed right away in cash for the
mileage, but those payments will not come in a different method.

“In Saginaw now, we don’t receive our travel pay anymore when
we go to a VA appointment. Whereas before we used to be paid
right up front,” said Craig Edgin, Army veteran. When veterans
like Edgin have to visit the VA hospital their expenses, including
transportation, are covered. For years vets could get the money the
same day of the appointment.

“Whenever you go to an appointment they pay you afterward. You'd
get a sheet and take it to the pay window and then they’d pay you
cash and then you’d go put it in your tank,” Edgin said.

Carrie Seward, with the VA, said starting Jan. 1 the VA will no
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longer make cash payments at the travel pay cashier window. The
change complies with new federal requirements.

The VA in Saginaw will have cash for veterans unaware of the new
policy. The new rules will reimburse veterans by check within 14
days or via direct deposit within five days.

Edgin said the new policy is going to cause problems. “And a
hardship. I'd be willing to bet there’s a lot of vets out there that won’t
make their medical appointments now because they don’t have the
gas money to go,” Edgin said.

Edgin said he just wants to get the word out to other veterans who
may not be aware of the change and to tell the VA he thinks they
are making a mistake.

Michigan companies, state agencies hiring more vets

With state encouragement, Michigan companies — and state
agencies — are stepping up to hire more veterans.

According to data on the state’s website, the unemployment rate
for Michigan veterans has dropped from a peak of 15.9% in 2010
to below 5% today.

Gov. Rick Snyder said some of the credit for that decline belongs
with the Veteran-Friendly Employer program, sponsored by the
Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency. Michigan employers participating
in the program hired more than 2,700 veterans in 2016, Snyder
said.

James Robert Redford, director of the agency, said the purpose
of the program is to connect veterans with “employers who under-
stand the value of their military training and discipline.”

The agency also holds an annual ceremony to recognize Michigan
employers for their success in hiring veterans. In addition to the
Michigan Department of Transportation, employers recognized at
the gold level were DTE Energy, General Motors, Quicken Loans,
Roush Enterprises and Whirlpool.

David McCallister “Possum”

Retired AF MSgt computer tech.

Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan,
Boerfink MTK Germany,

RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

Fighting for the rights
of POW/MIA, helping to
protect future veterans

and veterans in need

from all wars.
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The Motorcycle Lawyer on THELAW
WHAT'S WHAT, AND WHAT DO | NEED TO RIDE IT?

Unless you're one of Michigan's ice-riding elite, February is too cold to ride... even for
the hardiest of motorcyclists. As | mentioned in my January article, this month | wanted to
update readers on how Michigan laws define motorcycles, trikes, and mopeds to help you
prepare for the upcoming season. Do you need a motorcycle endorsement to ride? What
about insurance? Read on to find out. As always, remember that a single article can't ad-
dress every aspect of a situation nor make recommendations on any particular situation. For
any legal questions, call me at 1-877-Biker-Law.

What is a motorcycle? Legally speaking, in Michigan a motorcycle is defined as “every
motor vehicle having a saddle or seat for the use of the rider and designed to travel on not
more than three wheels in contact with the ground but excluding a tractor,” (MCL 257.31).
Both two- and three-wheeled motorcycles (trikes) fall under this definition, and riders of both
types are subject to basically the same rules.

For example, both motorcycle and trike riders are required to have a motorcycle endorse-
ment (CY) on their driver’s license: motorcyclists who ride on two wheels and who pass
either a certified rider training program exam or a Secretary of State road exam on a two-
wheeled bike will receive an unrestricted CY endorsement, which allows them to ride either
a two- or three-wheeled motorcycle. Riders who use a trike to pass their certified rider train-
ing program exam or Secretary of State road exam will receive a CY endorsement with the
restriction “Code 20 — NOT VALID FOR A 2-WHEEL CYCLE”. Riders with a restricted CY
endorsement are only legally permitted to ride a three-wheeled bike on the road.

There are also insurance requirements for bike and trike riders. At a minimum, riders must
have bodily injury coverage with a minimum of $20,000; without that, you aren’t riding legal.
In my opinion, having uninsured and under-insured motorist coverage is a no-brainer: these
compensate you for your injuries the negligent driver has no insurance or not enough (|
recommend at least $100,000). Finally, | generally recommend carrying a medical or health
policy, which would cover you where no-fault benefits would not be available because a “mo-
tor vehicle” is not involved, such as; if you were to drop your bike because of loose gravel,
a pothole, an animal, or even another motorcyclist.

In Michigan, motorcycle and trike riders may legally ride without a crash helmet, provided
they meet certain criteria: they are at least 21 years old; have at least $20,000 of first-party
medical benefits coverage; and have had their motorcycle endorsement (CY) for at least two
years, or passed a Certified Rider Training program in order to get their CY endorsement. All
riders must have insurance on their motorcycles (See Article 34 on my website), and they
must carry an additional $20,000 in medical coverage if they want to ride without a helmet.
Vanity helmets are permitted provided riders meet all criteria for riding without a helmet.

What is a moped? According to Michigan law, a moped is “a two- or three-wheeled vehicle
which is equipped with a motor that does not exceed 100 cubic centimeters piston displace-
ment, cannot propel the vehicle at a speed greater than 30 miles per hour on a level surface,
and its power drive system does not require the operator to shift gears,” (MCL 257.32b). In
Michigan, mopeds must be registered with the Secretary of State, and must meet certain
equipment requirements in order to be approved: For example, a moped must have a horn
mounted that can be heard at least 200 feet away; it must have a tail light, brake light(s),
and a muffler.

Similar to the requirement for motorcycle and trike riders to have a CY endorsement, moped
riders must have a special license to operate a moped upon a public road. This type of
license can be issued to riders age 15 and up, provided they can convince the Secretary
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of State that they are competent to ride a moped safely. There is no road test for a special
restricted permit to ride a moped, and once issued, the license is good for up to four years.
As of February 7, 2017, moped riders caught riding without a proper permit will be subject to
a first-violation fine of up to $500 or jail for up to 90 days (or both). After a conviction, the fine
could be as high as $1,000, and the jail time as much as one year (or both).

Moped riders under age 19 must wear a crash helmet when riding on public roads. They
should also ride on the right edge of the road and stay out of the flow of traffic whenever
possible. Mopeds are not permitted on freeways, nor are they permitted to ride more than
two abreast, or to lane-split (ride between lanes of stopped or slow-moving traffic), or to ride
on sidewalks or in bike lanes. It is illegal to carry more than one passenger on a moped.

What about mobility scooters and electric wheelchairs? Mobility scooters and electric wheel-
chairs are not considered motorcycles or mopeds, as per Public Act No. 492 of 2014: “Pow-
er-driven mobility device means a wheelchair or other mobility device powered by a battery,
fuel, or other engine and designed to be used by an individual with a mobility disability for
the purpose of locomotion.” As of right now, people who use these mobility devices are not
required to have an endorsement or insurance in order to ride.

There are a number of regulations and recommendations for mobility scooter or electric
wheelchair riders: They should ride as far to the right of the road as possible; they should
not ride more than two abreast, especially when riding in the road; and they may ride on the
sidewalk, provided they give right-of-way to pedestrians. To see other rules and restrictions
for mobility scooters and electric wheelchairs, visit my website at www.motorcyclelawyer-
michigan.com, or search “MCL 257.660".

Remember, this is not an exhaustive list of requirements for legal riding in Michigan. Laws
are complex, and no single article can cover everything. If you are uncertain about what doc-
umentation you need to get your CY endorsement, or you don’t know what type of license
you need, contact your local Secretary of State branch or visit them online; many branches
now offer appointments! If you've been injured in a collision, please call me at1-877-Biker-
Law to discuss your situation. If you want to see the latest motorcycle law information,
graphics and links, and other motorcycle awareness content, follow us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/themotorcyclelawyer.

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michigan at-
torney specializing in the areas of motorcycle and
motor vehicle injury litigation as well as Michigan’s
Motor Vehicle No - Fault Law. Mr. Waechter has
collected millions of dollars in settlements, awards
and verdicts for his motorcycle clients over the
past 20 years. A portion of each case settled goes
to educational resources for bikers, funds to help
bikers while their cases are being litigated and our
motorcycle accident prevention campaign.

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll free at
1-877-BIKER LAW.
Or visit www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com
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A Mafia Godfather finds out that his bookkeeper, Guido, has
cheated him out of $5 million dollars.

His bookkeeper is deaf. That was the reason he got the job in the
first place. It was assumed that Guido would hear nothing, so he
would never have to testify in court.

When the Godfather goes to confront Guido about his missing

$5 million, he brings along his lawyer who happens to know sign
language.

The Godfather tells the lawyer, “Ask him where the money is!”
The lawyer, using sign language, asks Guido, “Where’s the
money?”

Guido signs back, “I don’t know what you are talking about.”

The lawyer tells the Godfather, “He says he doesn’t know what
you’re talking about.”

The Godfather pulls out a 38, puts it to Guido’s head and says,
“Ask him again and if he doesn’t tell me, I'll kill him!”

The lawyer signs to Guido, “He’ll kill you if you don’t tell him.”
Guido trembles and signs, “OK, OK! The money is in a brown
briefcase, buried behind the shed at my cousin Bruno’s house.”
The Godfather asks the lawyer, “What did he say?”

The lawyer replies, “He says screw you, you don’t have the balls
to pull the trigger.”

During a visit to my doctor, | asked him, “How do you determine
whether or not an older person should be put in a Nursing Home?”
“Well,” he said, “we fill up a bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon, a
teacup and a bucket to the person to empty the bathtub.”

“Oh, | understand,” | said. “A normal person would use the bucket
because it is bigger than the spoon or the teacup.”

“No” he said. “A normal person would pull the plug. Do you want a
bed near the window?”

Bubba was taking a dump and checking out FB and read that

on average; an American man will have sex two to three times a
week. Whereas, a Japanese man will have sex only one or two
times a year. This was very upsetting news to Bubba.

He immediately called his best buddy, Earl, and said, “I know
you’re going to be as shocked as | was, but | just come to find out
that ’'m Japanese.”

The location of your mailbox shows you how far away from your
house you can be in a robe before you start looking like a patient
who’s just flew out and over the Cuckoo’s Nest.

The other day my kinda’ ditzy neighbor with green hair (she
changes it every month), came running up to me in the driveway

: word ‘fascinate,” not ‘fascinating’.
: Sally raised her hand. She said, “My family went to see Rock City
. and | was fascinated.”

. The teacher said, “Well, that was good Sally, but | wanted you to
: use the word ‘fascinate’.
¢ Little Johnny raised his hand, but the teacher hesitated because

: she had been burned by Little Johnny before. She finally decided
: there was no way he could damage the word “fascinate,” so she

: called on him.

: Johnny said, “My aunt Carolyn has a sweater with ten buttons, but
: her boobs are so big she can only fasten eight!”

The teacher sat down and put her head on her desk.

: jumping for joy! No judgement. it's just her “thang”.

¢ | didn’t know why she was jumping so excitedly but | thought,

: “what the hell”, and | starting jumping up and down along with her
: as that's just the best way to pacify her.

: She said, “I have some really great news!”

: | said, “Great. Tell me why you're so happy.”

: She really is enthusiastic and sweet.

: She stopped jumping and breathing heavily from all the jumping
up and down, told me that she was pregnant. | knew she’d been
: trying for a while so | told her, “That's great | couldn’t be happier
. for you!”

Then she said, “There’s more”

| asked, “What do you mean there’s more?”.

. She said, “Well, we are not having just one baby. We are going to
. have TWINS!”

: Amazed at how she could know so soon after getting pregnant, |
. asked her how she knew.

. She said....

. “Well, that’s the easy part. | went to WallyWorld and they actually
" had a home pregnancy kit in a TWIN-pack. Both tests came out
positive!”

| think it's pretty cool how Chinese people made a language
entirely out of tattoos. Just sayin’.

. | can’t understand why women are okay that Penny’s has an older
: women'’s clothing line named, “Sag Harbor.”

. The teacher asked the class to use the word “fascinate” in a

. sentence.

: Molly put up her hand and said, “My family went to my granddad’s
farm, and we all saw his pet sheep. It was fascinating.”

© The teacher said, “That was good, but | wanted you to use the

'
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT

Polaris decides to streamline their motorcycle business

Polaris Industries shocked many when they announced on January
9th that they would be immediately begin “winding down its Victory
Motorcycles brand and related operations”. For diehard Victory rid-
ers, fans, and even some dealers — there seemed to be complete
disbelief.

Polaris began producing the first Victory motorcycle, the V92c,
back in 1998 from a production line in Sprit Lake, lowa. It was an
American-made cruiser being introduced as an alternative to the
clear industry leader — Harley-Davidson. While there was clearly
a learning curve to be conquered — Victory scored some early suc-
cess with the motorcycle press and built a loyal following of owners.
Polaris seemed dedicated to not only competing in the motorcycle
market, they were willing to blaze their own path with their own
style and some truly unique designs. Probably nothing said =
this more than the introduction of the Victory Vision in 2007.

Previously introduced in 2005 as a concept bike, the produc-
tion version was no less groundbreaking with a design and
presence unlike anything else on the road. The result of a re-
ported four years of R&D and a $20 million dollar investment by Po-
laris, the Vision was a clear statement that Polaris was focused
on creating their own interpretation of “the motorcycle”. In the
case of the Vision, the fixed fairing touring bike has an almost

fanatical following. I've never once met a Vision owner that

didn’t swear it was the most comfortable bike they’'d ever rid-

den. This is further supported by the fact that you almost never
see them for sale. At the time of writing this, ebay motors has
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only 6 of them listed for sale across the entire country and craigslist
came up with 2 in the state of Ohio.

This passion for Victory Motorcycle amongst their riders is further
evidenced by a 2015 Consumer Reports survey that rated Victory
as the motorcycle brand with the highest owner satisfaction, best-
ing even Harley-Davidson. In fact, eighty percent of Victory owners
responded that they “would definitely buy again,” versus 72 percent
of Harley-Davidson owners. (Of course, Harley owners dispute the
relevancy of this survey by simply asking “Why would | ever want to
buy another motorcycle, I'm happy with my Harley!”)

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Victory’s final lineup of motorcycles included 12 models spanning
the cruiser, touring, bagger and electric classes: Octane; Vegas
8-Ball; High-Ball; Gunner; Vegas; Hammer S; Vision; Cross Coun-
try Tour; Cross Country; Magnum; Magnum X-1; and Empulse.

A New Addition to the Family

Victory’s future may have been sealed though, when Polaris ac-
quired the name and heritage of Indian Motorcycle in 2011. This
gave Polaris possibly the one thing that Victory lacked — a history
and a legacy of success. At the time of the purchase, Polaris af-
firmed that they would be continuing the Victory line as an indepen-
dent brand. This was supported with the launch of the actual new
production Indians - designed from scratch and produced without
any real crossover from the Victory line. Three years later, In-
dian now has nine models with even more promised even this year.
Each completely distinct from the Victory models from develop-
ment to production. Certainly, though, the success of the Indians
seemed to dominate the industry buzz and draw sales from every-
one in the market — including Victory.

This past year, an attempt was made to further distinguish the Vic-
tory and Indian brands for consumers. Indian would be the heri-
tage cruisers, more traditional and nostalgic. Victory would transi-
tion to more of a power cruiser, the embodiment of “AMERICAN
MUSCLE”. Polaris invested heavily in Victory race bikes — both
gas and electric, and introduced exciting new concept bikes with an
emphasis on power and performance. It seemed an easy distinc-
tion to make and one that resonated with riders.

However, it would appear that the cost of developing and operat-
ing two independent lines of motorcycles finally became too bur-
densome and Polaris decided to pull the plug on the Victory line.
I’'m guessing that there had to be outside factors to explain the
abrupt change in course, and financial gurus are pointing to Polaris
acquisitions and costs well outside the two-wheeled world as the
cause. Regardless, it seems a shame to countless Victory riders.
Of course, passion and (brand) loyalty have almost always out-
weighed fiscal responsibility in the minds of American riders.

* * * * *x
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The Sun Will Come Out

Despite the many dramatic headlines (“Polaris Industries KILLS Off
Victory Motorcycles” — Forbes), current Victory owners really don’t
have too much cause for real concern. As Jon Petrich, owner of
Witchdoctors Specialties - a Victory aftermarket manufacturer and
distributor pointed out in his Facebook live “Why is everyone going
crazy? ... As far as | know today, everyone’s bike still started...
There’s no reason for anything to change for us!”

When you boil things down, Polaris is simply not producing new
Victory motorcycles. They haven'’t “gone out of business”. Polaris
is a powerhouse and clear industry leader within the power sport in-
dustry and they aren’t going anywhere. Polaris is still committed to
the consumers and dealers that have invested in the Victory brand
and will continue to supply parts for at least another 10 years. Po-
laris will still continue to provide service and warranty coverage
to both the Victory dealers and owners. You might compare the
situation to when GM discontinued their “We Build Excitement” divi-
sion — Pontiac. Almost 8 years later, there’s certainly no challenge
to get your Grand Am or even Prowler serviced. You just take it to
any GM dealership. | think that it's safe to assume that’s going to
be the case with Victory motorcycles.

CONTRIBUTED BY TRO
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THUNDER ROADS

BIKER

DEALERS & SERVICE

ABC Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd
Waterford, MI 48328
248-674-3175
www.abcharleydavidson.com

Biker Bob’s Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd
Taylor, MI 48180
734-947-4647
www.bikerbobshd.com

Boondox Motorsports
9952 Cherry Valley Ave SE
Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-9900
www.boondoxmi.com

Central Motorsports
905 Corporate Way
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
www.centralmotorsports.com
989-773-6025

College Bike Shop
340 N. Larch St
Lansing, Ml 48912
517-484-6413
www.collegebikeshop.com
Parts-Sales-Service

Indian Motorcycle Motorcity
1765 S. Telegraph Rd
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
248-920-2000
www.motorcitymotorcycles.com

If You Are A BIKER FRIENDLY BUSINESS And Would Like To See Your BUSINESS LISTED And

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

MC PARTS & SERVIGE

Caro Motorsports
1660 E. Caro Rd
Caro, M| 48723

855-672-8500
www.caromotorsports.com

Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave
Roseville, Ml 48066
1-800-505-0258
Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46
Howard City, Ml 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street
Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055
www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hot Rods and Handlebars
www.HotRodsandHandlebars.com
2205 W. Dickman Rd
Battle Creek, Ml
269-883-6677
Michigan’s Elite Bike Builder

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840
www.huntshogshop.com

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave
St. Clair Shores, Ml 48081
586-773-BIKE
Like us on Facebook
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Larry’s Custom Cycles
132 S. Winter St.
Adrian, MI 49921

517-263-5140
Buy & Sell Used HD Parts

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C
Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180
www.nickspropowersports.com

Oakley Bike N Trike
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd
Ypsilanti, Ml 48198
734-480-3148
www.reflectionscustomcycles.com

Rick’s Custom Cycle
31532 Ford Rd.
Garden City, MI 48135
734-692-2077
www.rickscustomcycle.com

TTBAD Customs
Motorcycle Metal Works
Service, Upgrades
Custom Bodywork
Painting, Fabrication, Detailing
by appointment only
517-983-9327

TRAINING & INSTRUCTION

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI
CURRENT ENDORSEMENT REQUIRED
Take your riding to the next level,
learn from Certified Police Motorcycle
Instructors.
www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com
248-855-4444

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

BARS & RESTAURANTS

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-2851
Bike Night Tuesdays

Boulevard Lounge

316 S. Saginaw Rd

Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387

BS & Co Bar & Grill
12946 S. Straits Hwy (Old 27)
Wolverine, MI 49799
231-525-8737
Bike Night Every Saturday

Chaps Food & Spirits
3 Locations:

69294 Main St.
Richmond, M| 48062
586-727-4500

23084 Main St.
Armada, MI 48005
586-784-4500

7860 Smiths Creek Rd.
Wales, MI 48027
810-367-4500

Cheers Lapeer Pub
440 N. Saginaw St
Lapeer, M| 48446
810-667-3170
Bike Night Wednesday

Duck Inn Waddle Out
Lounge
3214 Brookfield Ave.
Kalamazoo, M| 49008
269-342-4447
Facebook- Duck Inn Waddle Out

Receive Thunder Roads Michigan Magazines Each Month Call 989-615-5757 (BFD LisTiNG oNLY $250 per year)

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd
New Boston, M| 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!
www.McNastysSaloon.com

My Alibi Bar & Grill
2185 S. Meridian Rd.
Midland, MI
989-835-3573
Tri-Cities Biker Bar
Great Food

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St
St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851
Bike Night Every Wednesday

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave
Wixom, M| 48393
248-449-9667
www.stingersbarwixom.com

Trail's End Pub
10141 N. Finley Lake Ave
Harrison, MI 48625
989-539-9644
Tiki Bar Open Year Round

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

LODGING & CAMPING

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23
Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Oscoda Area

Convention Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, Ml
1-877-8-0scoda / www.oscoda.com

LEATHER & REPAIR

AM Leather
Custom Embroidery
American Made Leather Apparel
18957 Middlebelt Rd
Huron Township, MI 48174
734-606-5663

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning
25924 Five Mile Rd
Redford MI 48239
(313) 535-2270

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI. 49091
269-651-2464

INSURANCE

Greg Allen Insurance Agency
1020 E. Michigan Ave.
Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-2247
www.gregalleninsurance.com

VanDuren-Irving West Insurance
Cycle Insurance Headquarters
Grand Rapids, M
616-827-0816
www.viwins.com

AIRBRUSHING SERVICES

FB: Artist Xtraordinair: Airbrush
www.xtraordinair.com
1040 Veto St. NW
Grand Rapids, M| 49504
616-458-5925
comartkelley@hotmail.com

DETAILING

Iron Horse Detailing
734-725-9348
Wayne, MI
www.ironhorsedetroit.com
Ironhorsedetailing2015@gmail.com
Mobile Services Available

GUN SHOPS

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St, Mason, M| 48854
517-699-0597
www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

PARTY STORES & MORE

C & K Corner Store LLC
8892 Van Cleve Rd.
Vassar, Mi. 48768
989-871-3120
Biker Friendly, Great Food, Cold Beer

Museum of “MOSES”

A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store
Located 8 miles east of McBain, MI
(Vogel Center)
www.museumofmoses.com

Westown Grocery & Deli
1013 E. Isabella Rd
(Corner of M-20 & Homer Rd)
Midland, M
989-835-6040
Liquor, Beer, Wine
Fresh Produce, Deli, Pizza & Wings

LEGAL SERVICES

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
Free Legal Advice

CALL: 1-877-BIKER-LAW

www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

No Win/No Fee Promise

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

FRIENDLY
-

Michigan Biker Law
Motorcycle Injury Lawyers
1-800-MI-Biker
www.michiganbiker.com
Motorcycle Accidents Only

PHOTOGRAPHY

S Graves Photography
269-213-5205
Email: sgravesphoto@gmail.com
www.sgravesphoto.com
Specializing in Motorcycle
Photography

MISCGELLANEOUS

Nationwide Foot & Ankle Care
Dr. Randy H. Bernstein
Dr.Randy Semma, DPM

Biker Friendly & Biker Owned
2 Metro-Detroit Locations:
Royal Oak 248-549-3338
Livonia 734-261-3400
www.nationwidefootandankle.com

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,
Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

CHURCHES

Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd
Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org
810-247-6332

BIKER
FRIENDLY

FIND ME IN THIS ISSUE
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NOTH ANNIVERSARY *
'CUSTOM MOTORCYCLE
SHOW & EXPO

CALL FOR
ENTRIES!

CHOICE OF 2 PREMIER
BIKE COMPETITIONS!

$7,000

TOTAL PRIZE MONEY!
TROPHIES!

SAT. 10 AM-8 PM
SUN. 10 AM-6 PM

ADMISSION $7.00

Children age 12 and under admitted free when with an adult.

CELEBRATING

10 YEARS!

SOME OF THE
BEST CUSTOM
BIKES IN THE
MIDWEST
WILL COMPETE
AT THIS EVENT!

VENDOR SPACE:
10 ft. x 10 ft. SPACE = $150.00
BULK SPACE = $1.50/sq. ft.
(min. 100 sq. ft. required)

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!

Bike Competition Registration Form, Bikini Contest Entry Form & Vendor Contract are available at:

GibraltarTrade.com

For more info contact: Angela Neargarder — 586-465-6440 » angelan@gibraltartrade.com

Glbraltar

TRADE CENTER NORTH, INC. Gibraltar Trade Center North * 237 North River Rd. (I-94 to Exit 237) * Mt. Clemens, MI 48043 * 586-465-6440

% Your One Stop SHOP!

¥4
y:\\", €
Leather loc,
CUSTOM EMBROIDERY

American Made Leather Apparr.-l
Saddle Bags - Helmets
Purses - Patches

On site

Alterations & Hepa:rh c':'UEdeS&t 1_2‘-6

OSe Lin=-ion
f1 Follow us on Facebook Iﬁ-'l‘ .

734-606-5663 mga;’ﬂ.'éh'éu:ﬁ'nu"-'“u'u'rﬂ'.l'r'.i'énsmn

M%
Custom Paint Shop

Owner

989-513-1514 Danbechtel@me.com

& T|me Out Trallers'

VOVAGER. g6.347.1302 T OV

TRAILERS, INC.

ﬁANAGEHENT

HI[I'IIG.III'S #1 ENTERTAINMENT RESOURCE

MODELS

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Jody Mos”

WNRE

Inspiration

A Most people are about as happy as they make up their minds

to be. ~ Abraham Lincoln

M an’s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its

original dimension. ~ Oliver Wendell Holmes
I magination is more important than knowledge. ~ Albert Einstein

A wise man will make more opportunities than he finds.

~ Francis Bacon

Biker Poem
The Reason ~ by Unknown

Does Tiffany’s define a cut of brighter hue?
Or swords of steel slice rain as thin or true?
My ventilator breathes in air with lungs of chrome;

Pedestrians glimpse flashes as I roam.

Cylinders are topped with flashy steel,
Exhaust pipes burn of blues and sprinkled teal.
Highway bars protect by blended white;

Yellow clouds dance on my chrome headlight.

Forks forged firm suspend with mirrored shine,
A frame of black and orange through prism fine-
Brake lights beam reflected back each time

Chrome spectrums tell the maker’s story line.
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Fin

1580 M. Cetan Se.

A couple of months ago | wrote about preparing for deer season
early. Right now is the time to be preparing for 2017, that is un-
less you are one of the fortunate few who can afford to re-outfit
on an annual basis and not depend on the gear you used this
past season. A little time and due diligence now will go a long
way toward the start of a successful hunt for years to come.

Your single greatest investment more than likely is your firearm,
and even if it isn’t it is still represents the principal tool of your
quest. The first step for a pre-storage cleaning of a firearm is to
break it down as far as you are comfortable with. Understand
that | say this with a bit of trepidation because most of us have
a friend (s) who we quietly fantasize about losing their tool box.
You know, the guys that bring you their “whatever in boxes and
zip-lock bags” knowing that you and you alone can save their
bacon. But, then maybe they have saved us a ton of money over
the years, because we are so busy fixing their crap we don’t have
time to break ours! Anyway, at the very least remove the barrel
and action from the stock, remove the bolt assembly and (if pos-
sible) the trigger assembly. The whole purpose for this is to ex-
pose any areas where moisture may be trapped and cause rust
' and corrosion, including under the scope base (which is the most
often overlooked moisture pocket), please note that a magnetic
base parts dish will be worth its weight in gold for holding the tiny
screws and springs you may encounter.

Once disassembled inspect each part for wear anomalies which
may require professional attention such as broken screws or
springs, bent pins, and cracks in places where cracks should
not be; then begin the cleaning process starting with the barrel.
Rifled barrels should be cleaned in the direction of bullet travel,
in other words from breech to muzzle, because it helps maintain
accuracy integrity. Needless to say, if you are using granddad’s
ancient cleaning rod and brushes, this can be a pain in crapper
because of having to install, remove and reinstall the brushes
and cleaning jags with every pass. A better solution is to use a
BORE SNAKE, or even better the OTIS CLEANING SYSTEM.
Both of these products are designed to facilitate easy breech to
muzzle cleaning, don’t take up much room in your gear box, and
are available for both rifles and pistols in all popular calibers. As
. far as bore cleaners, there is a plethora of products available, but
| have become attached to GUNZILLA. | became most aware of
this product line when parents of the men and women serving in
Iraq and Afghanistan were coming in the store and buying it by
the quart to send to America’s finest, because it stands up so well
under the harshest conditions. Come to find out they are Michi-
gan made, non-petroleum based (making it safe to use on all
finishes), and offer an outstanding copper/lead remover as well

j OADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN

KEEPIN’ IT
- CLEAN

BY RICK WYRATT

as solvents and lubricants and don’t leave the house smelling like
HOPPES. Anyway, coat the inside of the barrel with whatever sol-
vent you use and let it sit while you move on to the trigger group.

| do not recommend tearing down a trigger group unless you
know that you know exactly what you are doing! Have a friend
who thought he did, only to find out that he needed a special as-
sembly jig to reassemble, that one went to the service center in
a zip-lock bag. For most of us, the best course of action is to use
some sort of pick to remove built up crud, douche it down with
spray solvent/lubricant, and blow it out with compressed air, then
repeat if necessary. | do not advocate the use of many of the “gun
scrubbers” available in the market, because they remove the lu-
bricants needed to protect precision parts in the trigger assembly.
If your trigger mechanism is so cruddy you feel a need for a deep
cleaning, please take it to a gunsmith and let them dip it (and your
bolt) in their ultra-sonic machine. As a finishing touch, you might
want to use a little moly-grease on the sear; you won’t believe the
improvement in performance.

Turning back to the barrel, now that the solvent has sat a while,
pull a good copper brush through the bore several times, then
start pulling patches. If the patches start coming out green it indi-
cates a buildup of copper in the rifling and you may want to con-
sider using a copper/lead remover until the patches pull clean.
Once you are satisfied that the bore is clean, with a light coat of
lubricant to prevent corrosion, wipe the outside of the barrel and
receiver with a clean old tee shirt (best gun cleaning rags ever)
looking for surface rust, scratches and dings that go through the
finish to bare metal. Surface rust can usually be removed with a
little solvent and a piece of course burlap (instead of steel wool),
and BIRCHWOOOD CASEY makes pens like sharpie markers
in blue, dark blue and black to seal boo-boos. Finally, put a light
coat of lubricant on the outside of the barrel and receiver and
begin to reassemble your firearm, making sure to use Lock-Tite
on all metal to metal screws. By the way, if you have an older gun
with a wooden stock and the wood isn’'t holding the screws so
well anymore, a dab of plastic wood will work wonders.

Now that the gun is clean and moisture free, please do not put
it into a foam lined case unless it is in a silicon sleeve, because
foam is notorious for holding moisture. By the same token safes
and vaults allow air to move around all of your guns but house-
hold humidity can wreak havoc inside the best of safes. A reus-
able dehumidifier or even a can of descant (available at most
hardware stores) will save you a ton of grief.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

IND[][]R GUN RANGE « INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

...TE

 GUNS = FISHING « ARCHERY « GUN SAFES

TOTAL FIREARMS MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-7
1380 N. Cedar St SATURDAY 9-6
Mason MI 48854 SUNDAY 9-4

517-699-0597 L

HUNT'S

HOG SHOP

AND LEATHER APPAREL
SERVICE & TRUST FOR 28 YEARS

3030 S. Cedar St. Lansing, Ml 517-394-7840
TUE-FRI10-6/ T 10-2 Irrh@huntshagshnp.

ESTUIE L

WWw. THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN COM

men-fti

6am - 5pm

sat & sun

by appointment

OIL CITY SALES
9543 W. 1sahella Rd
Mt. Pleasant M 48858

CHECK OUT OUR DEALS ON
NEW & USED

HARLEY-DAVIDSON® PARTS
FOR EVOS, TWIN CAMS OR
SPORTSTER MODELS!

<989-113-9991

CASH ONLY
NO CARDS

cALL O1L CITY SALE

www.HotRodsAndHandlebars.com
Shop Online I TR

10% OFF -
Slﬂl'e Wide

We work on all makes
and models

A~
o

T

o

Michigan’s Elite
Bike Builder

IN HOUSE
-Paint
-Airbrushing
-Powder Coating
-Audio Experts
-Upholstery
-Service
-Wheels / Tires
-Bars / Grips
-Saddlebags / Fenders

269 883 6677

FEBRUARY 2017 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 29




What Time IS It

ERE’EU GURAL

It'S About bamn Time!

seplember 14-24th
Nashviliebikeweek.com

SURGEDN GENERAL WARNING: - TRis rally 15 2 enlerlainmeni rally nol for (he fainl af heart
and IT's nol designed a5 a Nea markel raily, You will De amazed and excited i INis evenl.

STREET | DIRT | SNOW | DYNOTUNING

1660 E Caro Rd | Caro MI 48723 |1 855-672-8500
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-6 | SATURDAY 9-4

¢ Complete Street and Dirt Riding Apparel | Accessories | Supplies
¢ Full Service Facility with 12 Work Bays
4 Motorcycle | ATV | Snowmobile Dynometers

CMS is ready to meet all of your Motorcycle,
ATV and Snowmobile needs.
Visit us at our website to view Dyno Sessions
and learn more about our Services

WWW.CAROMOTORSPORTS.COM

INSURANCE AGENCY

STORAGE
INSURANCE

§s8 | Wolverine Mutual FULL COVERAGE

00
| Insurance Company ~ STARTING AT $425.—
" Bxceptional claims service since 1977 ON MOST HARLEY’S.

Thunder Roads e 500 COMP-500 COLLISION
- 8 MONTHS RIDING -4 MONTHS
(COMP ONLY STORAGE)
NO TICKETS/CLAIMS LAST 3 YEARS
RATES MAY VARY BY TERRITORY

magazine is available
in our office. Touring Bikes

(269) 781-2247 - 1020 E. Michigan Ave. * Marshall, Ml 49068
greg@gregalleninsurance.com ¢ www.gregalleninsurance.com

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

’s February!

Just a couple more months and we will be riding again! Typically, | like to
write something about the main holiday of the month, specifically, during the
winter months. Again, this month, | want to make a little twist on Valentine's
Day and talk about brotherly love.

The Bible says in Romans 12:10 “Show family affection to one another
with brotherly love. Outdo one another in showing honor.”

What I'm talking about here is how we Christians, specifically, are to care for
each other and show brotherly love toward one another — as brothers and
sisters in Christ. But we cannot stop there, we must love those that do not,
yet, know Christ. Listen, the world is waiting for us, Christians, to be what
Christian means... Christ-Like ones.

So many times, I've seen Christians divided along denominational lines. One
group won't hangout with or work with another and even worse, they tend to
talk smack and spread lies about each other. My brothers and sisters this
should not be!

I've also seen this error within many motorcycle ministries. One M/M won't
work with any other because they think they're the best of the best and that
they don’t need anyone else. This, my brothers and sisters, is pride and
does not accomplish what God has called us all to do, love the lost and lead
them to Christ.

1 John 4:20 says “If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother,
he is a liar. For the person who does not love his brother he has seen
cannot love the God he has not seen.”

| hope you're picking up what I'm putting down here... This disunity and
dishonor is doing nothing to carry out what Jesus said we are to do... “l as-
sure you: The one who believes in Me will also do the works that | do.
And he will do even greater works than these, because | am going to the
Father.” John 14:12.

Also, as I've written about before, this is not being in unity as we're called to
be as John 17:21 shows us “May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me
and | am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the world may believe
You sent Me.”

Listen, Jesus is coming and we've got a lot of work to do. People need Jesus!
Not another religion and for those that have not heard me preach on this, God
is not in religion! He is only found in relationship and that is only through and
by Christ Jesus.

So, brothers and sisters in Christ, let's look past our
petty differences and focus on the main fact that Je-
sus is Lord. Let's love one another as Christ loved
us first and together go love the unlovable, letting
the light of Christ shine through us all.

Much love and respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & R
Victory Biker Church International
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch. org
www.victorybikerchurch.org

FEBRUARY 2017 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 31




/| T°S NOT GIANT...IT’S GONNA BE HUGE!

IS Dotrodt Anea

IMIOTORCYCLE
SWAP MEET

SUBURBAN COLLECTION

S SHOWPLACE

46100 Grand River Ave * Novi, Ml 48374 - PRDM?;; .

Accessories

Lower

Admission & §, Admission $8.00 person (12 and under free)

Doors Open 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Vendor Spots $50 each, 10x10 RESERVE EARLY

more information 989-225-1244

www.hugeswapmeets.com

HARBOR FREIGHT

QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES

SUPER Customer Rating
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Wheel kit sold 4000 PEAK/3200 RUNNING WATTS
S HP GAS GENERATORS

ITEM 69729/53080/69676/63079 don ANY
ITEM 69675/69728/63090/63089 WITH PURCHASE

m CALIFORNIA ONLY " 7 FUNCTION

DIGITAL MULTIMETER
LOW OIL SHUTDOWN 98025/69096

CENSTECH. ITEM 90899 shown
33909 comp at 5439 Limit 1 coupon per customer per day. Save 20% on any 1 tem purchased, *Cannot be used with other p . VALUE
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Biker Case Settles
for $2 Million

For over 30 years we have
collected millions of

dollars for injured bikers.
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