


LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY • FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS • 20+ YEARS OF INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
With Approved Credit. Ask for details.

ROYAL OAK...........................248.398.7204
GARDEN CITY........................734.237.5002
WARREN................................586.979.8894
LIVONIA...............................734.425.4646
FARMINGTON HILLS..............248.473.8200
ROSEVILLE...............................586.777.8660
ST. CLAIR SHORES................586.771.7620
PORT HURON.........................810.385.4880

CANTON.................................734.981.7770
KEEGO HARBOR......................248.682.1600
TAYLOR.....................................734.946.4174
WATERFORD............................248.673.4970
LINCOLN PARK.......................313.383.9434
GRAND RAPIDS.......................616.241.5897
PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS)...616.363.1106
DETROIT..................................313.526.3799

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1967.MICKEY SHORR IS A MICHIGAN COMPANY.

STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM - 5:30 PM. CLOSED SUNDAY 

✦Bring in any competitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and we'll beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.

Visit us on 
Facebook

F

w w w . m i c k e y s h o r r . c o m

Mobile: Autos/Motorcycles/Snowmobiles/Hot Rods/Classic Cars • Lakes: Marine Products • Trails: Recreational Vehicles 

*Installation Offer includes normal installation with purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee of $5.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive labor and extensive materials fee extra. Prior sales not included. SALE ENDS 8/31/18. 

BRING US YOUR BEST DEAL AND WE’LL BEAT IT!

•MOTORCYCLES •MARINE •UTV •CLASSIC CARS •RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

MS65

HEAD TO THE SHORR!®

EXPERT INSTALLATION! 

INSTALLED*
•Water resistant alarm for motorcycles, ATV,
bots and more •Shock & tilt sensor •AUX out •
Loop trigger for protecting helmets and valuables. 3121V/1106

$17995 Mfg. List 
$199.95

Mfg. List 
$199.95

nt all

MARINE/MOTORSPORTS ALARM SYSTEM!

POWERSPORTS
MOTORCYCLE/MARINE/ATV 
SECURTY SYSTEM WITH
2-2 BUTTON WATERPROOF 
REMOTES

Mfg
$19

HARLEY DAVIDSON® 
6”X 9” BAG LID 

SPEAKER COVERS
•Replaces factory hard saddle bag covers 
•Left and right replacement covers. 
•Speaker grilles included •Black matte 
fi nish. BC-HD69PR/7844

$9995

DRESS UP YOUR HARLEY...GREAT LID COVERS!

SPEAKERS 
GRILLS 

INCLUDED!

$25995
•Element Ready design •Weather and 
water resistant. #7574

Mfg. List 
$349.95

••

Mfg
$3

HARLEY DAVIDSON® 
6" X 9" FULL RANGE 
BAG LID SPEAKERS

$7995Mfg. List 
$109.95 PAIR PAIR

POWER ALL-TERRAIN 
SPEAKER & AMPLIFIER 
SYSTEM WITH BUILT IN 
BLUETOOTH

M
$

BLUETOOTH 
STREAMING!

PAIR

PAIR

Mfg. List 
$109.95 $5995

6.5" 2-WAY 
MARINE  
SPEAKERS

•150 watts peak 
power •White.#7449 

•Ipx6 water resistence. •Ideal for 
boats/motorcycle •50w x 4 4ohm  
•70w x 4 2ohm. MX280/4/1150

Mfg. List 
$249.95

4 CHANNEL 
CLASS D MARINE
MOTORCYCLE 
AMPLIFIER

GREAT MX AMPS 
POWER FOR YOUR 

ASOUNDTRACK

MOTORSPORTS AMPLIFIERS THE BEST SELECTION!

$19995

MOTORSPORTS RECEIVERS!BRAND NAME

$7995
Mfg. List 
$109.95

INSTALLED*•Bluetooth® hands-free •iPhone, Android  
Compatibility •Front USB & Aux-in. #2022

AMP & SPEAKER PACKS, BRAND NAME SPEAKERS & MORE FOR YOUR BOAT ATV OR MOTORCYCLE!

•Bluetooth Audio Streaming - Stream 
your Favorite Music Wirelessly •600 
Watt Max Amp with Wired Remote.  
#7880

MOTORSPORTS Digital Media Receiver
WITH BLUETOOTH
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CONTRIBUTING WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS

Jason Waechter, Geneva, Barb Wilson, Alyssa Locke, 
Hot Rod Beaton, Rick Wyatt “Ghost”, Crow Man, Ron Johnson, 

Stacie Rene´, TRTN, Bob Ousley, Scott Kevin Campbell

The opinions expressed in any articles are those of the author, and not 
necessarily that of Thunder Roads of Michigan, its owner or its employees.

1640 S. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI 49091

269-651-2464

hours
M-F 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun 12 noon to 4:30 pm

www.ridewild.com

p r e s e n t s

leather

Largest 
Leather Shop 
in Southwest 

Michigan

Huge inventory 
Men’s & Ladies’ 

Leather and 
Accessories

Saddlebags
travel Bags
Helmets / Boots
gel Seats

Concealment 
Shirts

It’s not what you ride... 
 it’s what you wear!

in StoCk Helmets by
Fulmer
Bell
& Badass
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I made a post on Facebook not too long ago that read: If you had to 
give up your cell phone and the internet but you could live back in the 
time we didn’t have them—would you? I am old school, because I like 
holding a book in my hands, talking in person, lol my doors open… 
ooops, different direction! Seriously, I see how busy people are. The 
world is going so fast and demanding so much from each of us that 
I want to slow down and say, “enjoy each moment, live each day to 
the fullest for yourself.” I realize social media has its advantages, but 
there are times I want to go back to before everyone carried a cell 
phone. 

Here’s where I am going with this…get off your bleepin’ phones!! Be 
in the moment. As bikers, we all are pissed off by drivers not paying 
attention to the road because they are on their phones. Well, I’m also 
pissed because I feel we aren’t paying attention to life because we are 
on our phones! Remember when you went home and the answering 
machine took your calls for you while you were out? you can listen, 
look, browse, be nosy then…when you are home, not driving in your 
cage, out to dinner with friends, etc. Check it when you get home. 

I am tired of hearing about friends getting into motorcycle accidents 
due to distracted drivers.  Let’s stand together and put the phones 
away. Life is here – let’s live it!

We only have a few months left of riding season so I sure hope that 
you are taking advantage of it. Be sure to check in at the riding stops 
with your Free Ride Card! Read all about it in this issue; seriously, 
folks, there is no catch—and who doesn’t like free stuff?   

I want to remind everyone that Thunder Roads is supported by adver-
tisers, so if you like reading it each month, please be sure to patron-
ize our supporters. If you know someone that should advertise in the 
magazine, please share your copy and show them page three; they 
can reach out to their local sales representative or me.  The rates are 
very affordable and we offer charity discounts as well. 

Be sure to like Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan on Facebook to 
keep up-to-date with exciting updates and latest happenings. Thank 
you to all of our loyal advertisers—we appreciate you! Thank you, 
readers, for your support and making Thunder Roads Magazine #1!

Now for some “Mo” Advice:
Letting Go. Letting go can be one of the hardest things to 
do. Whether it is a person, job, animal, habit, it is never an easy 
task. It leaves us feeling lost, empty, and hurt in most situations. 
At times, this can be harder to get through than the reason why 
we are letting go in the first place. Whatever you have to let go 
of—whether it is by choice or was out of your control—try to find 
something positive to replace it with. Stay strong, love yourself 
and remember: “This, too, shall pass.”  

Jody Mohowitsch 
     “Jody Mo”

STATE OWNER / PUBlISHER 

Jody Mohowitsch 

P.O. Box 1782, Midland, MI 48641-1782

Office 989-486-8464 / Cell 989-615-5757 / Fax 866-678-2423

Jody@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

lAyOUT & dESIGN 

Barbara L. Garner / art director

CONTRIBUTING EdITOR 

Barb Wilson

WEBSITE dESIGN

William McKenzie

AdVERTISING SAlES / dISTRIBUTION

Lansing & Surrounding Areas

Kirk Quenby 517-719-9181

Kirk@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Bay City / Akron / Caro

“Billy D” 989-598-0644

billyd@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Alma / Clare / Houghton Lake / Mt. Pleasant

Michelle Jacobs 989-948-1863

Michelle@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Ludington / Manistee / Traverse City / Petosky / Grand Rapids

Alyssa Locke 616-724-9960

 Alyssa@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com
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Thumb Motorcycle Chrome LLC
Your Motor trike kit Dealer

Motor trike irS Gladiator kit Conversion

Motor Trike Kits exceed expectations in three key categories
Handling / Ride / TRunK design

all accessories installed labor fRee at the time of 
Trike Conversion

Conversion kits for most any make of bike
install Time one weeK
special winter Pricing

1517 e. deCKeRville Rd / CaRo Mi 48723
www.tmctrikesandbikes.com
Chuck gray 989-673-2750
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The
Positive
Shift

Jealousy! How It Affects You And Others 
“Jealousy is described as the emotional attitude of wishing not to lose 

something that is important to the subject’s self-definition to someone else”
~ Ben Ze’ev

Jealousy is a human emotion. It is the natural response of a person to something 
or someone that threatens their social, physical, or emotional holding. Humans 
have developed the emotion of “jealousy” since primitive times and it has been 
like cancer to the society ever since. 
Types of Jealous People
Though some take jealousy as a positive emotion to build themselves, most of 
the times it works to find a way to bring others down. In either of the cases, it only 
aids the rat race and does not help the person. If you are not jealous and instead 
have a set of goals for yourself, you will do a lot better than trying to catch up 
with someone.
We have all been running a race; the race of climbing the ladder first. Being 
jealous of all the people above us, we forget to look down at all the people we 
are above. We don’t think that they might just be as jealous of us as we are of 
the people one step above us. Think of all the people who haven’t even started 
climbing the ladder.
Define Your Success, Don’t Copy Others
In the middle of all the mess, we usually forget to look at where we started from, 
as opposed to where we are today. Think about how many ladders we have 
climbed. Everyone has one’s own definition of success, but it changes when we 
reach it. So, even though a $10/hour job might mean success for someone, a 
million-dollar mansion might be success for someone else, or for the same per-
son after a few decades. The most beloved definition of success to me is the one 
said by an author,

“If you are doing what you love to do and could still manage to pay the bills, 
then from my perspective, you are successful.”

While for some, success could be being with the people you love, in a small 
cottage and having two meals a day and spending time with them. So, it is on 
you—whether you call yourself successful or not, it’s you who decides and not 
the people around you.
Learn to Love
When the people around you share their experiences, instead of developing a 
feeling of jealousy, take pride that they found you to be someone worthy of shar-
ing their experience. If people did not feel jealous of the people around them and 
instead would be happy for them and feel the same as they do, in their shared 
experiences, the world would be a better place.
Conclusion
In the present society, we all want more and life in general is more competitive. 
When someone shares their excitement, don’t feel as if they are bragging. Be 
excited with them! You should understand being jealous only pulls you down, 
threatens your calm state of mind, and reduces your productivity.
If being jealous actually pulled you up somewhere, then we would have outrun 
ourselves long ago.
Believe in yourself. Trust yourself. Let yourself shine with confidence!  
Until then…Don’t Coast in Neutral, Positive Shift Ahead!
~ Stacie  René    www.positiveshiftahead.com

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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• Hot Girlz

• cold beer

• Great food

• bikini Staff

• free bike WaSH

• SpecialS everyday

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live entertainment 5 niGHtS a Week

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

We Work on all Makes & Models
from oil changes to complete custom modifications

Chrome Wheel
 Exchange Program

CHROME 
HARLEY RIMS 
STARTING FROM 

$600.00 
EXCHANGE

In-House 
• DynoTuning

• Powder Coating

We do Insurance work pick up and delivery available

273 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti MI 48198
Office 734-480-3148
Fax 734-547-BIKE mon thru fri 

10am - 6pm 
sat appt onlywww.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

SPONSORED BY
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BIKE NIGHTs
sponsored by

moNday
•	 Decker’s	Lounge ~ Midland

TuEsday
•	 Track	Side	Food	&	Spirits ~ Reese  

•	 Hi-Way	Inn ~ Manistee

WEdNEsday
•	 Iron	Horse	Bar	&	Grill	~ akRon 

•	 River	Rock	Bar	&	Grill ~ st. louis

•	 702	Bar	&	Grill- ~ Midland

•	 Sholty’s	Bar ~ lansing

•	 Rum	Runners ~ Ravenna

•	 Zone	18	Bar	&	Grill ~ PRudenville

•	 The	Rusty	Nail	~ CaRson City

•	 Baldwin	Bowling	Center	~ Baldwin

THursday
•	 Stingers	Bar	&	Grill ~ wixoM 

•	 My	Alibi	Bar	&	Grill ~ Midland 

•	 Trail’s	End	Pub	~ HaRRison

•	 Office	Lounge	&	Grill	~ osCoda

•	 Thee	Office	Pub	&	Cookery	~ RoMeo

•	 Dead	Creek	Saloon	~ FRankenMutH 

•	 Ghost	Town	Saloon ~ elwell 

•	 Artesian	Wells	Sports	Tavern	~ CeMent City 

FrIday
•	 Davison	Eagles	~ davison 
 (oPen to PuBliC eveRy otHeR FRiday) 
 8/4, 8/18, 9/1, 9/15, 9/29

saTurday
•	 Knoll	View	Golf	~ au gRes (4-9 PM)

suNday
•	 Woody’s	Bancroft	Tavern	~ BanCRoFt 

(staRts at noon)

(These Bike Nights are supporters / advertisers of Thunder Roads Magazine of MI)
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DJ @ 5 pm

14th ANNUAL

CHARITY BIKE RUN

HAPPY HOUR

Wednesday AUGUST 29th
Thursday AUGUST 30th 

Friday AUGUST 31st

Saturday SEPTEMBER 1st

Sunday SEPTEMBER 2nd

HAPPY HOUR

U-R BAN-DITS

ROAD DAWGS
REV. RIGHT TIME

FUNK

BUDWEISER PARTY DONALD BENJAMIN BAND

DOUBLE JACK MATT RYAN BAND

MILLER LITE PARTY

KRUZE CONTROL BAND

Burger & Beer Special for $5.99
All You Can Eat WINGS $10.99

5 pm - 9 pm

11 am - 9 pm

Noon - ?

3:30 pm - 8 pm
Noon - ?

9 pm - 10 pm 2 pm - 6:30 pm

7 pm - Midnight

9 pm - 10 pm

9 pm - Close

PRE-REGISTER FOR BIKE RUN

CLASSIC ROCK

COUNTRY ROCK

CLASSIC ROCK

More INFO Contact:
(989) 551-5440 Rich

COUNTRY ROCK

CLASSIC ROCK

HYPERMAN PRODUCTIONS

NO COVER
ALL WEEKEND!!!

9 pm - Close
CLASSIC ROCK

VENDORS
WELCOME

FREE RUSTIC
CAMPING

HOG ROAST

50/50 Raffle

BUBBA TRI CITY CYCLEBEER TENT 

Attempting 

9:30 am - 11:30 am Sign Up
110 Mile Ride

Bike Show & Hog Roast
Proceeds Benefitting Cardinal Wishes Foundation

Bike Run - Sunday September 2, 2018
Approximately 110 Miles 

$20.00 
$15.00 

per bike
pa ssenger

REGISTRATION 9:30am To 11:30 kick stands up at 11:45am
Food:  4:30PM Until Gone- 3 Bands Sunday! 

Rev. Right Time  Donald Benjamin  Matt Ryan Band  

Largest Motorcycle Wedding Procession
Most T-shirts turned inside out same time.

STARTING POINT

Pre-Register 
Cardinalwishes.org

3592 Main St.
Akron 48701

Attempting Attempting 

855.672.8500 800.501.8898

KOZY BAIL BONDS

Bike Show From 2:00PM to 5:30PM

  Tom’s Shirts & Signs    (Bike Show Sponsor)

Thumb Motorcycle Chrome

248 .572 .6690

Pre-Register to get your T-Shirt for attempt FREE. $5 at event 

Pre-Register to get your T-Shirt for attempt FREE. $5 at event 



Dear Fellow Veterans and Patriots: 

I was going to write another expose’ on the 
communist insurgency at work in our country. 
However, I think you already know so I’ve de-

cided to write about ME! Writing about me really isn’t an exercise 
in narcissism. It’s more of a memoir. Nineteen-sixty-eight was the 
year I went to Vietnam, which makes this the 50th anniversary 
of that notable venture into growth from boy to man and dealing 
with the seriousness of life. I also learned how important a sense 
of humor is to keep my perspective about the world around me. 
There were no laptops or cell phones so we actually talked to 
people and learned things firsthand.

In June of 1968 I was stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia, with a 
couple of hundred other young fellows who had all recently com-
pleted their individual training. We were being formed into aviation 
support detachments to take over army airfields in Vietnam and 
consolidate the control of those airfields under the 1st Aviation 
Brigade. We received equipment, organized it and packed it up 
in Conex containers for shipment by boat to Vietnam. By June 
most of the equipment was on its way and we were doing various 
menial jobs to keep us out of trouble until it was time for us to go. 
We were set to get a couple of weeks at home and fly by military 
aircraft to Vietnam in July.

The Army certified me to drive a five-ton tractor with a sixty-foot 
trailer to haul the containers from the packing area to the shipping 
terminal at Fort Benning. I learned about maintenance checks, 
log books, and proper washing of a big truck. In the evening it 
was time for laundry, drink a few beers with the buds, play cards 
and shoot pool. you could drink beer at 18 on base and two beer 
lunches were authorized. I believe I was making about $100 a 
month which didn’t leave much for wild spending. Playing poker 
was one way to take a chance on winning enough to do some-
thing special. As I remember it, I won more than I lost but that 
could be my memory being kind in my advanced years. It was 
fun meeting so many different guys from around the country and 
learning about what they did and what their life had been like so 
far. I don’t remember anybody cowering in their boots over going 
to war. The ones who did had peed their bed in basic training or 
ran away to Canada. Most of us were glad they were gone.

One fella from Alabama was experienced in punch cards and 
sold chances for extra cash. Another fellow was Mexican from the 
southeast with a really funny wit. He bought a Gerber Mark I com-
mando knife and a Barber’s Strop. He sharpened it until he could 
lay it flat on his hand and slide into the side of an Army mattress. 
Another guy from Ohio used to be a gymnast and could squat 
down on one leg and touch his butt to his heel. We all tried this 
stunt but ended up sprawled on the floor. Almost everyone had a 
special story or ability that was interesting.   

I spent a few weeks at a remote heliport with a PRC-10 FM radio 
controlling helicopters in and out. A lot of pilots were needed for 

VETERANS 
     CORNER

Vietnam and there was always a helicopter flying. At night I wrote 
letters home and played poker. This was just a couple of months 
after the 1968 Tet offensive in Vietnam. Walter Cronkite and oth-
ers in the media were telling us how bad it was and that we were 
losing the war. The anti-war protest movement was gaining steam. 
Racial tensions were high and there was general chaos across 
the country. Rock music was changing from bebop to acid rock 
and protest themes. The peace/love/drug movement was on the 
roll. Drag racing, formula and stock car racing was extremely dan-
gerous. Drivers were crashing, burning and dying left and right. 
you could buy a WWII Harley-Davidson, packaged for shipment to 
war, for less than $200 which sparked the hard-tail chopper.

With all of that going on I really don’t remember being afraid of 
going to Vietnam. I was 18 and pretty independent. I thought go-
ing to a war was doing my duty as an American. I grew up in the 
years after WWII and Korea. Going to Vietnam was just my turn. 
For me, life was fun and exciting. Besides, at 18 I was invincible. 
Weren’t you?

Keep the faith. Thank a vet for the freedoms we still enjoy and 
support politicians who will bring back the ones we’ve lost. Fly 
the flag of the people and be proud you’re an American. Hug the 
families of those still missing because their quest for closure has 
not ended. Live the good life and ride for those who can’t.   

Bulldog

* My monthly column reflects my personal point of view and does not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions of the publishers of this magazine, but they, 
like me, acknowledge the sacrifices made for the privilege of Freedom 
of Speech, therefore, they gratefully let me rant. 
Thank you for reading my rants. Hope my opin-
ions don’t offend anyone, but, we all should be 
grateful for the right to have free opinions.

     LaVitaBistro.com                                       734.878.1111 

 

It’s Heaven  ...just 3.5 miles from HELL                                                             
102 S. Howell Street, Pinckney, MI  

Come as you are, All are welcome! 

RELAX & SAVOR~food made fresh from scratch, wine & cocktails     

DESTINATION RIDE 
 BIKER BAR! 

4095 PATTERSON LAKE RD. (AKA ‘Devil’s Tail Trail’) in HELL, MI  

734.878.1111                 LaVitaBistro.com 

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

FROM THE CORNER OF VETERAN’S DRIVE AND PATRIOT’S WAy
by Bob “Bulldog” Ousley
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THE Motorcycle LawyerSM 

 SPECIALIZES!

- Jason Waechter

•   Handling Injury and Wrongful Death Cases
•  We also have an Auto, No-Fault & Truck Department

INJURED ON A  
MOTORCYCLE IN 
MICHIGAN?

$1,000,000
$1,250,000

MOTORCYCLE CASE  
‘WINS’ ALREADY IN 2017:
MOTORCYCLE CASE  
‘WINS’ ALREADY IN 2017:

Million-dollar winner,
Attorney Jason Waechter

He wrote the book
LITIGATING MOTORCYCLEINJURY & DEATH CASESBY: ATTORNEY JASON A. WAECHTER

www.TheMotorcycleLawyer.com

1-877-Biker-Law
(1-877-245-3752)

CALL:  

Southfield | Detroit | Flint | Macomb | Grand Rapids | Ann Arbor

If you’re like most riders, you’ve got a few group adventures 
planned for the riding season. While it’s certainly nice to go on 
those solitary excursions, there’s just something about rolling 
along with your squad, heading toward parts unknown. unfortu-
nately, this is also the time of year when we tend to receive calls 
from motorcyclists who have fallen while riding in a group, often 
because of the actions of other riders. 

Remember: safety is always more important than keeping the 
group together. But, with careful planning, you can help to en-
sure no rider will be left behind. 

FORMATIONS & VARIABLES
 ○ SiNGLe-fiLe: If you need more room to maneuver, for exam-
ple on curves or access ramps, or if visibility is low, this may 
be the best formation for the group. When riding single-file, 
keep a two- second (or more) following distance.

 ○ Side-By-Side: In many states this is illegal. Many experts 
believe that it reduces safety margins. A less experienced 
rider may travel laterally within the lane while going around 
a curve or making turns. Riding side-by-side can take away 
some of the room a rider might need to negotiate these ma-
neuvers.

 ○ STAGGeRed:  Leaders should ride in the left-third of the 
lane. The next rider should stay at least one second behind 
but in the right-third of the lane. The third rider stays at least 
one second behind the second rider, but in the left-third of the 
lane, and so on. In hazardous areas, this formation should 
transition to single file.

 ○ iNTeRSeCTioNS: It’s a good idea to tighten the formation as 
you approach intersections, especially if there is a stop sign. 
It is also good to have predetermined points to stop along the 
route to allow people to catch up if they’ve been separated, 
so nobody feels pressured to run a light or speed to catch up. 
Lead riders should slow down after making a turn to allowing 
the group to take form once again.

 ○ iNTeRSTATe: Many experts recommend entering a highway 
in a single file line and then go to the staggered format. A 
space cushion of two seconds from the motorcycle directly in 
front of you (and one second from a bike that is in front of you 
but staggered) is recommended. Always watch for vehicles 
entering or exiting that might cut into or through the formation.

 ○ PASSiNG: If it is safe and legal to do so, the entire group 
should pass as a single unit. For example, on a multi-lane 
highway, the leader should signal that he or she is chang-
ing lanes but only after determining if the entire group can 
pass safely. Then, each rider should signal one at a time as 
they change lanes. On a two-lane road (with one lane in each 

The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW
RoLLing WiTH THE PAck

group Riding Tips from The Motorcycle Lawyer

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michi-
gan attorney specializing in the areas of 
motorcycle and motor vehicle injury litiga-
tion as well as Michigan’s Motor Vehicle 
No - Fault Law. Mr. Waechter has collected 
millions of dollars in settlements, awards 
and verdicts for his motorcycle clients over 
the past 20 years. A portion of each case 
settled goes to educational resources for 
bikers, funds to help bikers while their cas-
es are being litigated and our motorcycle 
accident prevention campaign.  

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll free at 
1-877-BIKER LAW. 
Or visit 
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

direction), passing a slower-moving vehicle should be done 
one motorcycle at a time. In this type of situation, it maybe be 
better not to pass at all, depending on the conditions and size 
of the group.

GENERAL TIPS AT A GLANCE
Base the length of the route and its segments on the ability of 
the least experienced rider, adjusting the pace through curves as 
necessary. Discuss and plan what to do if riders get separated 
from the group, if there is a breakdown or for any other reason. 
Many experts believe the least experienced riders should be just 
behind the leader, so they can keep pace at a safe speed, or you 
may want to consider forming two groups consisting of more 
and less experienced riders. 

Be sure to check your mirrors often, so you can help ensure the 
group stays together. When passing another vehicle within your 
group formation, be conscious of oncoming traffic. Just because 
the motorcycle in front of you passes safely does not mean that 
it is safe for you. usually, it is not advised to pass within the 
group.

Remember, it helps everyone to be prepared: pack rain gear, 
charge your phone, and make sure your emergency repair kit 
is complete. Study the route so that you have some familiarity 
with it, taking special note of any designated fuel or rest stops, 
and making sure you understand any specific hand signals to 
be used during the ride. Fill up your gas tank before you arrive 
at the meet location and show up early, so you can check in and 
get your motorcycle to its proper place before the official start 
of the ride. Hopefully, these tips will help many riders have a 
safe and enjoyable riding season. If you have a tip to share, or 
a comment about this article, find us on Facebook (@TheMotor-
cycleLawyer) and let us know – we would love to hear from you! 
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(Little Johnny may just be quicker than all of us)
Teacher: Johnny, go to the map and find North America. 
Johnny goes to map: Here it is. 
Teacher: Correct. Now, class, tell me who it is that discovered 
America? 
Johnny: It’s me. I did it just now. 

Teacher: Johnny, how old is your Father? 
Johnny: He’s 10 years old. 
Teacher: What? How exactly is that possible? 
Johnny: Well, he only became a Father when I was born. 

Teacher: Johnny, how do you spell ‘crocodile’? 
Johnny: k-r-o-k-o-d-i-a-l
Teacher: No, that’s incorrect. 
Johnny: Maybe so, but you asked me how I spell it. 

Teacher: Johnny, what is the chemical formula for water? 
Johnny: h-i-j-k-l-m-n-o
Teacher: What are you talking about? 
Johnny: Yesterday you said it was ‘H to O’.

Teacher: Johnny, your assignment on ‘My Dog’ is exactly the same 
as your brother’s. Did you copy his? 
Johnny: No ma’am, it’s exactly the same dog. 

A senior man walks into his local Pharmacy and finds the aisle 
he’s looking for but not the product as the labels are too small of 
writing for him to read. 
He sees a perky young blonde stocking the shelves and asks 
her, “Excuse me Miss, could you help me find the ball-type of 
deodorant”? 
The blonde looks and him with her eyes really big eyes and says, 
“I do all the stocking here sir, and we don’t have deodorant for 
your balls, just your under arms”. 

One nice thing about narcissists; they don’t talk about other 
people.
Whose cruel idea was it for the word ‘lisp’ to have an ‘S’ in it? 
Why is it called Tourist Season if we can’t shoot at them? 
Why do they lock gas station bathrooms? Are they worried 
someone will actually clean them? 
Why is there an expiration date on sour cream?
Why are hemorrhoids not called assteroids? 

Our teacher asked what my favorite animal was, and being a farm 
gal and a young hunter with my Dad I said, “Fried chicken”.  She 
said I wasn’t funny, but everyone in the class laughed. She sent 
me to the Principal’s office. I told him what happened and he 
laughed too but told me not to do it again. 
I got home and told my Dad what happened and he said my 
teacher was probably a member of PETA. He said they really 
like animals. I thought to myself that I really like animals too; 
especially chicken, pork and beef. 
The next day in class the teacher asked me what my favorite live 
animal was. I told her chicken. She asked why. I told her because 
you could make them into fried chicken. She sent me back to the 
Principal’s office. I told him what happened and he laughed and 
told me not to do it again. 
I really don’t understand, my parents taught me to be honest but 
my teacher doesn’t like it when I am. Today in class she asked me 
what famous person I admired most. I told her Colonel Sanders. 
Guess where I am now?

A pirate walked into a bar, and the bartender said...
“Hey, I haven’t seen you in a while. 
What happened? You look terrible.”
“What do you mean?” said the pirate, “I feel fine.”
“What about the wooden leg? You didn’t have that before.”
“Well,” said the pirate, “We were in a battle, and I got hit with a 
cannon ball, but I’m fine now.”
The bartender replied, “Well, OK, but what about that hook? What 
happened to your hand?”
The pirate explained, “We were in another battle. I boarded a ship 
and got into a sword fight. My hand was cut off. I got fitted with a 
hook but I’m fine, really.”
“What about that eye patch?”
“Oh,” said the pirate, “One day we were at sea, and a flock of 
birds flew over. I looked up, and one of them shit in my eye.”
“You’re kidding,” said the bartender. “Can you lose an eye just 
from bird shit?”

“It was my first day with the hook.”
Little Johnny finds himself at the Principal’s office and the Principal 
ushers him in and lets out a long sigh and asks ‘why are you here 
yet again?’ 
Little Johnny explains in a very innocent voice. 
‘Well, the teacher was going over our numbers for the 8th time 
this week and she asked, ‘what comes after 69?’ 
‘Apparently “mouthwash” was the wrong answer 
cause’ here I am with you, yet again.’

Things That Make You Go Hmmmm?? 
Why does your OB-GYN leave the room when you 
get undressed, only to sit down in front of you 
and see all you got to see in plain view, when they 
return to the room?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there 
a song about him?

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool 
lane? 

A passenger in a taxi heading for Tampa Airport 
when he leaned over to ask the driver a question 
and gently tapped him on the shoulder to get his 
attention.
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly 
hit a bus, drove up over the curb and stopped just 
inches from a large plate-glass window.
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. 
Then, the shaking driver said, “Are you o.k.? I’m so 
sorry, but you scared the living daylights out of me.”
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the 
driver and said, “I didn’t realize that a mere tap on 
the shoulder would startle someone so badly.” 
The driver replied, “No, no, I’m the one who should 
apologize, it’s entirely my fault. Today is my very 
first day driving a cab. I’ve been driving a hearse for 
the past 25 years.”

GearHead returns home a day early from Sturgis as 
his bike broke down and he caught a lift just inside 
of town, and then grabbed a cab. 
It’s after midnight.
While on his way home, he asks the cabby if he 
would be a witness. The man suspects his wife is 
having an affair, and he wants to catch her in the 
act.
For $100 bucks, the cabby agrees. 
Quietly arriving home, the husband and cabby tip 
toe into the bedroom. 
GearHead switches on the lights, yanks the blanket 
back and there is his wife, in bed with another man, 
just as he suspected! 
GearHead puts his gun to the naked man’s head. 
The wife shouts, 
‘Don’t do it! I lied when I told you I inherited 
money from my Aunt Sarah. 
HE paid for the Audi I gave you on our Anniversary. 
HE paid for our new cabin cruiser. 
HE paid for your season tickets. 
HE paid for our house at the lake. 
HE paid for your African tour with your biker 
buddies and your new ATV. 
HE paid for the custom rims for your Ultra-Glide. 
HE paid for our Family WaterWorld membership
And, HE even pays the monthly dues on the kid’s 
Private schooling. 
Shaking his head from side-to-side, GearHead low-
ers his gun. He looks totally confused over at the 
cabby and says, 
‘What the hell would you do? 
The cabby never skips a beat and replies, ‘I’d cover 
his ass with that blanket before he catches a damn 
cold.’

Mildred, the small town gossip and self-appointed 
monitor of church morals, was always one to stick 
her nose into other people’s business. Most mem-
bers of the congregation did not approve of her 
intrusions, but she was feared due to her lethal 
forked tongue, so everyone maintained their si-
lence. 
She took that fatal step too far one day, when she 
accused “Lightning”, a biker, and new member of 
the Church, of being an alcoholic after she saw his 
old Chevy pickup parked in front of the small town’s 
only bar all morning and late into the night. She 
emphatically told Lightning in front of the entire 
congregation that “Everyone seeing that pickup 
there would know what he was doing”. Fact was, 
Lightning had volunteered to help Gus, the bar 
owner, repair a leaky ceiling in the kitchen. But Gus 
was not a member of the congregation so nothing 
was brought to light. 
Lightning, a man of few words but plenty of action, 
stared at her for a solid minute, then just got up 
and left the church. He said nothing. 
Later that early morning; around 1:00 a.m., Light-
ning parked his pickup directly in front of Mildred’s 
house, walked home, and left it there all night long 
and late into the lunch hour. 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a birthday gift
The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.
When she asked me why, I replied,
“Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought you 
last year!”
Hello! Some people are so dense. 

“Putter” and all his golfing buddies are standing on 
the green while he’s got a very important shot to 
win the game that’s not over 15 feet to the hole; 
straight in. 
“Handicap” yells out, “come on, already, Putter, we 
all want to finish up and grab a drink”. 
Putter replies back, although in a hushed tone, 
“don’t bust my balls here huh? My wife’s up
on the Club’s veranda watching us and I want to 
get it right”. Handicap yells back, 
“Nah, forget about it, that’s way too far off, you’ll 
never hit her from here”. 

For Complete Event and Vendor Info: EasyridersEvents.com or 800-962-9857
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Celebrating 30 years!

THIS BUD’S FOR YOU.

FOWLERVILLE, MI
August 17-19

Fowlerville Fairgrounds

CHILLICOTHE, OH
Aug. 31-Sept. 3

Ross County Fairgrounds
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T-SHIRTS, HOODIES, HATS, 
BANDANAS, COOZIES & 

SUBSCRIPTIONS! !

SPECIAL PRIZE 
PACKAGES
EACH MONTH

CONCERT TICKETS & MORE!

SPECIAL GIVEAWAYS, FUN 
PRIZES, LOONS BASEBALL 

TICKETS & MORE!

2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

2018 RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST SPONSORS

$500 VACATION CASh!!!
6 PEOPLE WILL WIN A POWERSPORTS SECURITY 

SYSTEM INSTALLED BY MICKEY ShORR  
VALUED OVER $299 EACH INCLUDINg INSTALL

2 PEOPLE WILL 
EACh WIN 

A $100 GIFT 
CERTIFICATE! 

T-SHIRTS, POSTERS & MORE!ON SALE NOWFOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!!!

GET YOUR 
THUNDERWEAR

TRMI SKULL FACE MASKS $7

SUBSCRIPTION $35

HOODIES S-3XL $35

MEN’S T-SHIRTS S-4XL $20
available in black, white, grey, red, blue & now orange!

4xl available in black only

zIP-UP SWEATSHIRTS S-3XL $47 writing down each sleeve

DICKIES TRMI SHOP SHIRTS S-2XL $35
*ladies- these are men’s sizes, order a size smaller,

if you wear a medium in women’s order small

T-SHIRTS S-3XL $15 available in black, pink, white, heather sapphire, orange & red bling shirts s-2xl $25ladies tanks s-l $15 black onlyview image online

CUSTOM CUT LADIES T’S S-3XL $25available in black, white, grey, red, blue & now orange!

6 pack coolers $12bandanas $7bumper stickers $2coozies $3patches $10 view images online

LONG SLEEvE SHIRTS S-3XL $27available in black, white, grey

NEW

vIEW IMAGES OF ALL COLORS ONLINETO ORDER YOUR Subscription & THUNDERWEAR GO TO
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

 >click on store >click on thunder store then select merchandise 

check out with paypal- safe & secureor for subsriptions
mail check or money order for $35 to po box 1782, midland, mi 48641-1782

make payable to thunder roads michigan 
& please indicate which month to start subscription

COMP TICKETS- gOOD FOR ONE 
DAILY ADMISSION OR $15 OFF 

WEEKEND PASS (one per person)

NEW	THIS	YEAR…RIDE,	DRIVE	&	WIN!		
All vehicles welcome to participate, ride a bike, drive a vehicle, boat, etc. NO lIMITS.

Small, water resistant alarm 
for motorcycles ATVs, 
boats, and more

- Small 2-button Water   
   Resistant Remotes

- Shock & Tilt Sensor onboard
- Extra Trigger Input
- Auxiliary output
- Loop Trigger for protecting helmets and other 
Valuables (if loop is broken, alarm triggers)

MAKe SURe To CHeCK NeXT MoNTH To See if yoU WoN AT ANy of THe SToPS yoU CHeCKed iN AT



Here’S tHe detailS
1. Go to any stop listed on “The Stops” pages with a Ride Card image by it- 

they have Ride Cards, where other stops do not.  If you already have your 
card from a previous year, you DO NOT need to register again.  The Ride 
Cards DO NOT EXPIRE so hold on to it.  The information that you provide 
when you sign-up for your FREE Ride Card only goes to me and will NOT 
be used for any other purpose than this contest.  You will not have to pro-
vide any other personal information again after this.  You will be handed 
your FREE Ride Card right then.  It has a unique number on it- take note 
because that is YOURS and ONLY YOURS. 

2. Once you have your Ride Card go to any or all of the stops listed this month 
and show them your card!  There are also event stops each month that you 
can check in at.  Each Stop you hit will write your unique Ride Card number 
down.  Let them know if you spent over $10 there, because your Ride Card 
number will get counted twice!

3. Then pick up the following months issue to see if your Ride Card number 
is listed as a winner.  You must check this each month as Thunder Roads 
staff WILL NOT CONTACT YOU and let you know you won.  If your Ride 
Card number is listed as a winner then follow the simple instructions listed 
on the WINNERS page to claim your prize.  Please note:  You only have 45 
days to claim your prize from the 1st the month it is listed in the magazine.  

*Make sure to pick-up your copy each month (July- October 
issues) of thunder roads or visit the website thunderroad-
sMichigan.com or check Facebook:  thunder roads Magazine 
of Michigan to see to see if your ride Card # is listed as a winner 
from stops you made the previous month!  (You will need to show 
them your ride Card # along with the winning ride Card # list to 
claim your prize).

FEW FACTS
 ● Winners are randomly picked from each Registration/Ride Stops, Ride 
Stops & Event Stops each month.

 ● The more places you check-in the greater your chances are of winning a 
prize from that stop, multiple prizes and/or one of our sponsors prizes!

 ● If you spend $10 or more at any Stop your Ride Card number gets counted 
twice!  Please note:  The reason why this contest is FREE to you is because 
of our sponsors and stops. So we want to encourage everyone to support 
them in return.  That is why we count your Ride Card number twice if you 
spend $10 or more.

 ● You can check-in 1 time each week at each Stop.
 ● Riders are able to win multiple prizes - based upon the drawing of their 
check-in.

 ● Some prize drawings are specific to only check-ins for the particular month 
- while others prizes are drawn from check-in’s all summer Ride n’ Win 
season long.

It’s really that simple!
1. Get Your Own Unique Michigan Ride Card (It Does Not Expire).
2. Get the list of stops each month from Thunder Roads Magazine or the 

website.
3. Ride out to these stops and show them your Ride Card.
4. And then you could win cool prizes, including COLD HARD CASH!

Just Get Out & RIDE!

The 5th Annual

2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

AUGUST 2018 STOPS MAP
ALL SToPS ReG. foR fRee Ride CARd

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

MICHIGAN’S #1 MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE

RIDE SAfE 
AND 

RESPONSIbLY

check 
next Month’s issue 

To See if 
You Won!

MAKe SURe To CHeCK NeXT MoNTH To See if yoU WoN AT ANy of THe SToPS yoU CHeCKed iN AT MAKe SURe To CHeCK NeXT MoNTH To See if yoU WoN AT ANy of THe SToPS yoU CHeCKed iN AT



2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

THE STOPS
For the month of August check- in at any of these stops (up to 1 time per week) and you could win the prize at that stop.  Don’t 
have a Ride card?  You can sign-up for your FREE Ride Card at any of the stops listed with a Ride Card next to it (Ride Cards 
from previous years are still good as they DO NOT EXPIRE).  Then check-in at ANY STOP with your Ride Card to win that prize.  
Make sure to pick up the next months issue (or view the magazine online at www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com) or Facebook:  
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan to see if your Ride Card number is listed as a winner from this month’s stops.  Sponsor 
prizes are randomly picked from event stops and the stops listed below. Special Inside Tip... some stops get many check-in’s 
and some stops only get a couple of people that check-in each month, which means you have an excellent chance of 
winning! 

NORTh

Hi-Way inn
715 Kosciusko St, Manistee, MI 49660.  (231) 398-
9188 Hours:  M-Sat 11- Close, Sun Noon-Close.  
1 person wins a $15 Gift Card each month.
Bike Nights Tuesday 5-9 pm. It’s 5:00 Somewhere, 
Ice Cold Beer.

irish Pub
4709 F-41 Oscoda, MI 48750.  (989) 739-5611 
Hours:  M-Sat 11- 2, Sun Noon- 2.  1 person wins a 
t-shirt.  Check-in here and get a spin on the “Spirit 
Wheel” for a drink special while there.
Family owned since 1980, Coldest Beer in Town, 
Sunday draft specials.

knoll View golf  
1020 E. Huron (US-23), Omer, MI 
48749.  (989) 876-4653 Hours:  
Daily 8 am- 9 pm.  1 person wins 
$20 gift card each month.
Bike Nights Saturday 4 pm- 9pm $2 domestics, patio 
seating, drink & food specials, biker owned, draft 
beer, bikers welcome anytime. 

Museum of Moses @ Vogel Store
9979 S. 8 mile Rd (Vogel center) 
McBain, MI 49657.  (231) 825-
2219 Hours:  M-Sat 9:30 am-9 
pm, Sun closed.  1 person wins 
2 choices of hat, shirt, coozie, patch, misc. each 
month.
Awesome collection of vintage Harley’s, hot food & 
drinks.

northern Trax Bar & grill & Bakery  
638 M68 Hwy, Afton, MI 49705.  (231) 238-0484 
Hours:  Bakery Open 8 am- 4 pm, 
Bar Open 4 pm- Close.  1 person 
wins $20 Gift Card each month. 
Gas, Breakfast, Lunch, Party Store, 
Alcohol served from 8 am- Close, Fri night fish fry, 
Taco Tues, Karaoke Wedn & Fri, 50 cent wings Wed.

Hunt’s Hog Shop 
3030 S. Cedar St, Lansing, MI 
48910.  (517) 394-7840 Hours:  
M-F 10-6, Sat 10-4, Sun Closed.  1 person wins a 
$25 gift card each month.
Service & trust for 30  years, lowest prices on tires, 
stop in and see Bullet the wonder dog, who will 
accept any treats!  (See ad this issue)

La Vita Bistro 
102 S. Howell St, Pinckney, MI 
48169.  (734) 878-1111 Hours:  
Closed Mon, T, W, Th 4-9 pm, 
Fri & Sat 11:30 am- 10 pm, Sun Noon- 8 pm.  1 
person wins $20 gift card each month.
Come as you are, everyone welcome!  Housemade 
from scratch delicious food!  Come relax on the 
patio or by the fire pit with a beautiful glass of wine 
or cocktail, Cheers!  Just down the road from Hell 
Saloon (See ad this issue)

Mcnastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd, New Boston, MI 48164.  (734) 
753-4900 Hours:  M 10am-10pm, T 10am-1 am, 
W-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 11-10pm.  1 person wins a 
$20 Gift Card each month.
Great food, Great People, Great Times!  Family 
owned with a Cheers atmosphere, try their fried 
pickle spears!

old Hickory Bar & grill  
7071 Bennet Lake Rd, Fenton, 
MI 48430.  (810) 735-7630 
Hours:  M-Sat 11 am- 2 am, Sun 
Noon- Midnight.  1 person wins choice of a gift 
card, shirt or hat each mth.
Great Food, Great Prices, Awesome Scenic Ride 
(See ad this issue)

Sholty’s Bar    
1819 S. Washington Ave, Lansing, MI 48910.  
(517) 372-3559 Hours:  Sun-Th 11 am- Midnight, 
Fri & Sat 11 am- 2 am.  50 cents off drinks if you 
ride in.
Bike Nights Wednesday.  Karaoke Tues 8 pm- 
midnight.  Awesome Patio, cheapest drinks in 
town, ice cold beer.

Scooters Airport Bar
4520 N. Clare Ave, Harrison, MI 48625.  (989) 539-
2177 Hours:  11 am- 2 am Daily.  1 person wins $20 
gift card each month.
Your Party Destination, comfortable patio, best 
drinks, tastiest smoked BBQ, Sunday Fun Day 3 
pm- 6 pm & best bartenders around! (See ad this 
issue)

Silver Dollar Pub & grill
9925 W. Higgins Lake Dr, Rosscommon, MI 48653 
Hours:  8 am- Midnight or later daily.  1 person wins 
a $20 gift card each month.
Breakfast daily, Happy Hour M-F 2- 6 pm, specials 
daily, Th steak day, Sun Prime Rib.

Trail’s End Pub
10141 N. Finley Lake Ave, Harrison, MI 48625.  
(989) 539-9644 Hours:  10-Midnight Every day.  1 
person wins a $20 gift card each month.
Bike Nights Thursday with 20 oz. Steak specials, Tiki 
Bar, Special Bike Parking, Breakfast Sat & Sun.

Zone 18 Bar & grill 
700 East Houghton Lake Dr, 
Prudenville, MI 48651.  (989) 366-
7750 Hours:  M-Th 11 am- Midnight, 
Fri & Sat 11 am- 1 am, Sun Noon- Midnight.  1 
person wins a $20 gift card each month.
Bike Nights Wednesday, 75 cent wings, Long Island 
Ice Tea specials.

Hell Saloon
4095 Patterson Lake Rd, Pinckney (Hell), MI 48169.  
734-648-0669 Hours:  Open daily at 11 am, T, W, 
Th until midnight, Fri & Sat until 2 am, Sun & Mon 
until 10 pm.  1 person wins a awesome Hell Saloon 
T-shirt.
Great atmosphere, Hell themed fun, bike, horse, 
kayak & “whip” friendly!  Sun live music 2-6, Fri & 
Sat bands 9pm- 1 am.  Just down the road from La 
Vita Bistro… delicious food!!! (See ad this issue)

SOUTh

Stingers Bar & grill
49110 Grand River, Wixom, MI 48393.  (248) 449-
9667 Hours:  M 11am-2am, T-Sun 9am- 2am.  1 
person wins a $30 gift card each month.
Bike Nights Thursdays, hot girlz, cool beer, great 
food.

Thee office Pub & cookery
128 S. Main St, Romeo, MI 48065.  (586) 752-6680 
Hours:  M-Th 10 am- Midnight, Fri & Sat 10 am- 
1:30 am, Sun Noon- 10 pm.  1 person wins a $20 
gift card each month.
Bike Nights Thursday 6 pm-midnight (Bike Parking 
only on Main St), 3 patios, new menu, beer specials, 
amazing burgers!

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St, Mason, MI 48854.  (517) 699-
0597 Hours:  M-F 9-7, Sat 9-6, Sun 9-4.  1 person 
wins a $25 gift card each month to use in store.
Lansing areas ONLY Indoor gun  range, largest 
gun ,  fishing tackle & archery supplier in Lansing, 
private lake out back, rental boats all summer. (See 
ad this issue)

Wolverine Harley-Davidson 
44660 N. Gratiot Ave, Clinton 
Twp., MI 48036.  (586) 463-7700 
Showroom Hours:  M-F 10-6, Sat 
10-5, Sun 11-4.  Service Hours:  M-F 9-6, Sat 9-5, 
Sun closed.  1 person wins a $25 gift card each 
month.
50,000 sq. ft. of everything H-D, a Michigan Must 
See & the ONLY Platinum Award Winning H-D 
Dealership in Michigan!

Woody’s Bancroft Tavern
119 Warren St, Bancroft, MI 48414.  (989) 634-5455 
Hours:  M-Sat 11 am-close, Sun Noon- 10 pm.  1 
person wins a $25 gift card each month.
Bike Day Sundays Noon- ½ Lb Burger & Fries with 
Domestic Draft $10

702 Bar & grill
702 S. Jefferson Ave, Midland, MI 48640.  (989) 
835-2851 Hours:  M-F 10:30 am- 2:30 am, Sat & 
Sun Noon- 2:30 am.  1 person wins a $25 Gift Card 
each month.
Bike Nights Wednesday 6 pm- 9 pm $3 burgers, 
$6.50 pitchers, Th Karaoke, Fri/Sat live bands.

Bad River Bar & grill
103 N. Saginaw St, Saint Charles, MI 48655.  (989) 
865-6500 Hours:  M-Sat 11 am- 2 am, Sun Noon- 
Midnight.  1 person wins a $20 gift card each month.  
Great food, daily drink specials, great service & a 
great ride from anywhere in Michigan!

Bay Shore Bar
9432 Bay City Forestville Rd, Fairgrove, MI 48733.  
(989) 895-9503 Hours:  M-Th 10 am- 10 pm, Fri & 
Sat 10 am- 11 pm, Sun Noon- 9 pm.  1 person wins 
a $10 gift card each month.
Great new atmosphere & first waterfront patio in 
the thumb, new owners, corn hole, Ride Card drink 
specials.  (See ad this issue)

Dead creek Saloon
8030 Gera Rd, Frankenmuth, MI 48734.  (989) 652-
8382 Hours:  M-Th 11 am- Midnight, Fri & Sat 11 
am- 1 am, Sun 11 am- 11 pm.  1 person wins a $20 
Gift Card each month.
Home of Shiawassee HD Thursday Bike Nights 
6pm- 9 pm – Food & Drink Specials, great food, 
outdoor patio.

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth, Midland, MI 48640.  (989) 
835-7592 Hours:  M-Sat 11 am- 2 am, Sun Noon- 
Midnight.  1 person wins $20 Gift Card each month.
Bike Night Wednesday 6 pm- 8 pm & steak night 
only $6.50, Great Burgers, outdoor patio.

ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd, Elwell, MI 
48832.  (989) 463-4693 Hours:  
M-Th 11 am- 10 pm, Fri & Sat 11 
am- 1 am, Sun Noon- 8 pm.  1 
person wins a $20 gift card each month.
Bike Nights Thursday 6 pm-10 pm with DJ Mike.  
Outdoor patio, great food, corn hole, horseshoe pits.

great Lakes Harley-Davidson 
3850 S. Huron Rd (M-13), Bay City, MI 48706.  (989) 
686-0400 Hours:  M-F 10-6, Sat 10-3, Sun closed.  1 
person wins a $25 gift card each month.
Great selection of new/used bikes & 
accessories- located in the heart of 
the tri-cities. (See ad this issue)

iron Horse Bar & grill
3592 Main St, Akron, MI 48701.  (989) 691-5761 
Hours:  Everyday 11am-2am.  1 person wins all you 
can eat wings each month.
Bike Night Wednesdays- specials, happy hour, 
thumbs largest biker bar. (See ad this issue).

My Alibi Bar & grill 
2185 S. Meridian Rd, Midland, MI 48640.  (989) 
835-3573 Hours:  Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 12pm-
12am.  1 lucky person wins a t-shirt.
Bike Night Thursdays, burnout pit, biker specials, 
live music. (See ad this issue).

River Rock Bar & grill
210 N. Mill St, St. Louis, MI 48880.  (989) 681-2851 
Hours:  M-W 7am-10pm, Th-Sat 7am-2am, Sun 
7am-9pm.  1 lucky person wins a $20 gift card & 
t-shirt each month.
Bike Night Wednesdays with DJ Mike- Food & Drink 
Specials, Bike Parking front or back patio area.

Shiawassee Harley-Davidson
11901 N. Beyer Rd, Birch Run, 
MI 48415.  (989) 624-4400 Hours:  
M-F 9-6, Sat 9-4, Sun 10-3.  1 
person wins a $25 gift card each month.
We are Michigan’s All Amercian dealer, easy on/off 
I-75 Birch Run exit. (See ad this issue).

Silver Palace
1500 Woodside, Essexville, MI 48732.  (989) 892-
1072 Hours:  10 am- 2 am Daily.  1 person wins a 
$10 gift card each month.
Great Service, Great Burgers & Cold Beer!

The Rusty nail
10002 Carson City Rd (M57), Carson City, MI 
48811.  (989) 584-3313 Hours: Daily 6 am-9 pm or 
later.  1 person wins a $20 gift card each month.
Bike Night Wednesday $2 domestic beer all day & 
night, outdoor patio, great food.

Baldwin Bowling center
708 Michigan Ave, Baldwin, MI 
49304.  (231) 745-4403 Hours:  
11 am- 11 pm daily.  1 person 
wins a $20 gift card each month.
Bike night Wednesday, great food, biker owned, 
outdoor patio.

crockery creek Saloon
17040 Main St, Nunica, MI 
49448.  (616) 384-3701 Hours:  
Sun Noon- 10 pm, Mon Closed, 
T-Sat 11 am- Midnight.  1 person wins a $20 gift 
card each month.
Full menu, cold beer, new owners, a great ride from 
anywhere.

Rum Runners
12058 E. Apple Ave, Ravenna, MI 49451.  (231) 
853-2223 Hours:  Wed-Sun open at 11 am.  1 
person wins a $15 gift card or t-shirt each month.
Bike Nights Wednesday with live band, Sunday Jam 
session 3-7, full service kitchen, outdoor bar, special 
bike parking, horseshoes, & 5600 sq. ft. of tropical fun!

Sportsman’s Bar & Restaurant
30 State St, Newaygo, MI 49337.  (231) 652-7074 
Hours:  11 am-11 pm weekdays, Fri & Sat 11 am- 
midnight.  1 person wins a $20 gift card & t-shirt 
each month.
Best food in town, cold beer & drinks

2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST
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WEST

THE STOPS
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2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

BeLoW if yoU See yoUR Ride CARd NUMBeR LiSTed 
NeXT To A LoCATioN THeN 

Go To THAT LoCATioN WiTH THiS THUNdeR RoAdS MAGAZiNe 
& yoUR Ride CARd 

ANd CLAiM yoUR PRiZe THeRe!  
yoU HAVe oNLy 45 dAyS fRoM THe 1ST of THiS MoNTH

if yoU See yoUR Ride CARd LiSTed BeLoW ANd THeRe iS NoT 
A LoCATioN By iT THeN 

yoU Need To CALL 989-486-8464
yoU MUST PRoVide yoUR Ride CARd NUMBeR, NAMe, AddReSS ANd 
PHoNe NUMBeR So i CAN LeT yoU KNoW WHAT yoU WoN ANd i MAy 

HAVe To SeNd yoU yoUR PRiZe!

Hi-Way inn
irish Pub
Knoll View Golf
Museum of Moses @ Vogel Store
Northern Trax Bar & Grill & Bakery
Scooters Airport Bar
Silver dollar Pub & Grill
Trail’s end Pub
Zone 18 Bar & Grill
Hell Saloon
Hunt’s Hog Shop
La Vita Bistro
McNastys Saloon
old Hickory Bar & Grill
Sholty’s Bar    
Stingers Bar & Grill
Thee office Pub & Cookery
Total firearms
Wolverine Harley-davidson 
Woody’s Bancroft Tavern
702 Bar & Grill

Bad River Bar & Grill
Bay Shore Bar
dead Creek Saloon
decker’s Lounge
Ghost Town Saloon
Great Lakes Harley-davidson 
iron Horse Bar & Grill
My Alibi Bar & Grill 
River Rock Bar & Grill
Shiawassee Harley-davidson  
Silver Palace
The Rusty Nail
Baldwin Bowling Center
Crockery Creek Saloon
Rum Runners
Sportsman’s Bar & Restaurant
CALL To CLAiM yoUR PRiZe!
CALL To CLAiM yoUR PRiZe!
CALL To CLAiM yoUR PRiZe!
CALL To CLAiM yoUR PRiZe!
CALL To CLAiM yoUR PRiZe!

14507
12205
15984
14251
15533
17721
06973
17732
17671
15602
10032
15614
05901
17629
14507
09718
12577
05690
06173
17629
12669

13828
07060
12733
12069
10993
10988
07408
05520
14402
11216

No CHeCK-iN By 10TH
14990
05109
14882
11602
05109
15846
15613
10033
09203
15235

Winning
RiDE cARD #

Winning
RiDE cARD #

JULY winnErS

CLAiM YOUr PriZE

JULY SToPS JULY SToPS

MAKe SURe To CHeCK NeXT MoNTH To See if yoU WoN AT ANy of THe SToPS yoU CHeCKed iN AT

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

M
on

da
y 

1
1

am
 -

 2
am

 •
 T

ue
sd

ay
 -

 S
un

da
y 

9
am

 -
 2

am

• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

• bikini Staff
• free bike WaSH
• SpecialS everyday

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live entertainment 5 niGHtS a Week

Thursdays ~ hoT off The Grill 

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

2185 s. meridian rd • midland mi
989.835.3573

BAR & GRILL

pool • darts • horse shoes • patio

bike night☛☛

like us on

tuesday euchre 7 pm
Wednesday corn hole 7 pm

thursday karaoke / bike night
Friday & Saturday liVe muSic

2185 s. meridian rd • midland mi
989.835.3573

BAR & GRILL

pool • darts • horse shoes • patio

bike night☛☛
every thursday at 6 pm

live music
biker specials

burnout pit

like us on

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

MY ALIBI

Tri-Cities’Best Bike Night!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

TheOldhickOryBar.cOm
7071 BenneTT lake rd / FenTOn mi 48430

Take the backway in for an AMAZING Ride!

Weekday ~ Lunch Specials
Saturday ~ karaoke
Sunday Fun day ~ Free Pool
aLL Weekend Long 
dinner, dJ & dancing
kItCHen IS oPen Late nIgHt

CLASSIC CAR CRUZ
EvEry First thursday oF Each Month

Try our unique Menu iTeMs

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!
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LIFE  
HAPPENS. 

WHEN IT’S 
URGENT, 

COME SEE US. 
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My name is Marcia umphrey. The wonderful world of 
motorcycles was introduced to me ten years ago. Back 
then, I was a passenger on the back, just along for the 
ride. The wind in your hair, sunshine on your face, and 
rumble from the engine are feeling you can’t help but 
fall in love with! I knew from that moment on that one 
day I would ride my own. 

I have now been riding my own bike for six years. 
I own a 2000 Harley-davidson fatboy CVo. Bob 
(what I named my bike) and I have been together for 
four years, and in that time we have ridden a little over 
20,000 miles. 

This is the first bike show that I have entered with my 
Harley-Davidson Fatboy. It was a female riders-only 
bike show with seventeen participants. I was not 
expecting to 
win and actually 
had my gear on 
to ride home—
when to my 
surprise, I was 
awarded second 
place!

While winning a 
trophy is always 
exciting, someone 
appreciating your 
bike’s beauty as 
much as you do is 
what really made 
the trophy special 
and memorable. 

Thanks to every-
one who voted for 
my bike!

READERS	RIDES Marcia
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Alyssa’s Adventures in the Mitten
70 item menu

entertainment thursday thru saturday 
10 tV’s for your faVorite sports

4 Keno screens
fish fry eVery friday

Thursday Bike NiTes
food specials- liVe Bands & dj outside

STREET CLOSED FOR DESIGNATED BIKE PARKING ONLY

110 e. dwight street / oscoda mi 48750 / 989-739-3388

NATIVE AMERICAN PRIDE

by Alyssa Locke

This month’s adventure took me to Hopkins, Michigan 
for the Gun Lake Tribe’s annual Sweetwater Pow Wow. 
I hadn’t been to one in many years and was super-ex-
cited to see all the costumes and culture. I am Native 
American myself; Chippewa Indian, to be exact. I am 
very proud of my heritage.

When I was younger, I remem-
ber dancing in them for fun, but 
not this time. It was 93 degrees 
and very humid. Some dancers 
looked a little warm in their fur, 
feather, and animal skin cos-
tumes. I was thankful to be a 
spectator under a shaded roof. 
It was amazing and colorful and 
very powerful. 

There is a lot of meaning that 
goes into the production of a 

pow wow. Each part of it represents something different: the people of all 
ages of the tribe, the united States Armed Forces and Canada, and our great 
State of Michigan.  The songs sang and played were close to the hearts 
of the tribe members and some were passed down for many generations. 
I was happy to see attendees of all ethnicities in the crowd showing their 
respect. The vendors had amazing hand-crafted items. These things take 
many weeks or months to produce and are rare finds. Those of you who 
know me know I have trouble not purchasing something that catches my eye! 
Especially things that represent my heritage. I don’t get the opportunity very 
often to find them. I bought a few things. A couple items were from a fur seller. 
I’ve always wanted a fox tail. On the way home, we stopped to Gun Lake 
Casino in hopes to recoup the money I spent but I was unlucky that day. I left 
with my fox tail between my legs, so to speak—haha. There’s always next 
time, right? I hope you are all enjoying your summer.

until next time....ride on, readers!

sponsored by
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GEAR UP 
WITH THE RIGHT 
COVERAGE.

Helmet? Keys? 

Peace of mind?

Ride with Rider. Get your quote today.
Visit rider.com or call (844) 276-0162.

Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia.

An essential piece of your riding gear is just a call or click away. With Rider’s newly designed insurance portal, 
securing your motorcycle insurance has never been easier! Trust the only company exclusively insuring 
motorcycles, ATVs and off-road vehicles – tried and true since 1971.

sea-doo.com

VISIT US TODAY

THE ALL-NEW, ALL-ADVENTURE 2018 SEA-DOO MODELS

Riding has been redefined. With the most stable platform in the industry, a new cargo system to attach a jerry can or cooler,  
modular seating with a huge swim platform and a waterproof Bluetooth‡ Audio System, the personal watercraft is now your  
personal adventure-craft. ESCAPE THE EVERYDAY.

S O M E T I M E S
I T ’ S  N I C E  T O  K N O W

exactly where
you  aren t

©2017 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by BRP US Inc. 
Always ride safely and responsibly. Always wear the appropriate protective clothing, including a Coast Guard-approved life jacket. Don’t operate your watercraft under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol. ‡Bluetooth is a registered trademark owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any use of such marks by BRP is under license.
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Riding has been redefined. With the most stable platform in the industry, a new cargo system to attach a jerry can or cooler,  
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Always ride safely and responsibly. Always wear the appropriate protective clothing, including a Coast Guard-approved life jacket. Don’t operate your watercraft under the influence of drugs or 
alcohol. ‡Bluetooth is a registered trademark owned by the Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any use of such marks by BRP is under license.
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1690 E. Huron Rd (US-23)
East Tawas, MI 49730

989-362-6933
TawasBayMC.com

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO A BURN CAMP FOR KIDS 
OPERATED BY THE GREAT LAKES BURN CAMP

SUNDAY, SUNDAY, SUNDAY AUGUST 5TH

Escort Kids to Camp
Great Lakes Burn Camp

Meet at Wings stadiuM
3600 Vanrick drive (sprinkle Road), Kalamazoo Mi 
Registration 10am-12:30pm ~ Ride Leaves 1pm

PRIzES ~ FOOD ~ 50/50 
For more info call Bill 517-206-1115

SUNDAY AUGUST 5TH

“Come Ride with Us”
Meet at Paw Paw Park n’ Ride, Exit 60 and i-94

Ride to K-Wings Event Center then ride to
great Lakes Burn Camp

Registration 10 aM ~ Ride Leaves at 11 aM
donations accepted

Pancake Breakfast available at 7:30aM at
american Legion Post

115 n. niles st., Paw Paw, Michigan
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Thunder 
Fun

Jody“Mo’s”

Inspiration

There are two things to aim at in life; first, to get what you 
want; and, after that, to enjoy it.  Only the wisest of mankind 
achieve the second.  ~ Logan Persall Smith

Hope is a waking dream.  ~ Aristotle

No one regards what is before his feet; we all gaze at the stars. 
 ~ Quintus Ennius

An idea, to be suggestive, must come to the individual with the 
force of a revelation.  ~ William James

Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard are sweeter.  
~ John Keats

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.  
~ The Bible

Brain Teasers 
Answes Below

1) Guess the next three letters in the series.
GTNTL .......

2) A boy is walking down the road with a doctor. While the 
boy is the doctor’s son, the doctor isn’t the boy’s father. Then 
who is the doctor?

3) What can you hold without ever touching, or using your 
hands?

M
on

da
y 

1
1

am
 -

 2
am

 •
 T

ue
sd

ay
 -

 S
un

da
y 

9
am

 -
 2

am

• Hot Girlz

• cold beer

• Great food

• bikini Staff

• free bike WaSH

• SpecialS everyday

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live
entertainment
5 niGHtS a Week

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

PARTS—ACCESSORIES—SERVICE—SALES

InternationalRVWorldBayCity.com
2717 E. Delta Road. Bay City, MI 48706

(989) 667–9840

Answers
1) I, T, S -- the first letter of every word in the sentence.
2) The doctor is the boy’s mother.
3) Your breath!
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Lynette 
GreenwaLd
Lynette and “Talula”
When I was 20, my then-
boyfriend’s dad gave him a 1967 
Camaro for his 18th birthday 
(this was 1990). He planned on 
restoring it. When I first saw it, it 
was just a frame with a motor in 
it. And when it was finished, white 
with black racing stripes, my love of 
the Camaro began. After a while, I 
drove it more than he did. 

Then one day I came home from 
work and found out he had sold it 
to his cousin. I was so upset, even 
though he went and bought me a 
diamond ring with the money—like 
that was supposed to make it 

Mary wheeLer 
& Jodi Carter 
My dad (Frank Wheeler) traded 
his Honda Goldwing for this 1965 
Ford Galaxy 500, sometime in 
the early 90s. It was robin’s egg 
blue, and very much a project car. 
Dad restored it, painted it white 
(I believe the color is Frigidaire 
White).  My husband rebuilt the 
engine & transmission. It was 
Dad’s pride & joy! He took it to all 
the local car shows & won many 
trophies.

Dad sold his car in 2005. It broke 
my kids’ hearts to see ‘Boppa’ 
sell his old car. Both my boys had 
visions of driving it when they got 
married. Dad passed away in 2009.

In 2010, my mom was at a function, 
and a guy (not the guy that Dad 
sold it to) came driving it into the 
parking lot.  Mom went over and 
checked it out; the trophies Dad 
had won were still in the back seat, 
as was the big white bear with a 
T-shirt with a picture of the Galaxy 
on it. Mom bought it from the guy 
that night! He didn’t even know it 
was for sale. Ha Ha Ha!

Mom & I share custody of the car 
now. My hubby keeps it going & I 
drive it in the summer. It’s 53 years 
old and still turning heads. Its 352 
cid engine doesn’t hesitate when I 
ask it to go!

My oldest son did drive Boppa’s 
car for his wedding! My youngest 
was married before Boppa passed, 
so essentially, my dad was at both 
his grandsons’ weddings!

roy Fedewa 
1941 Ford cab and box, Chevy grill, tailgate, 427 
Chevy; M-22 wide ratio 4-speed, 3.50 geared 12 
from ’68 Camaro; custom frame; Ford headlights; 
Chevy fender lights converted to front blinkers, rear taillights are 
Pontiac cups, Studebaker stands and Corvette bullet lenses.

Home-built and painted in the pole barn.

Sweet RideS

Sweet RideS

better. That was in 1995. When the 
Camaro came back out in 2010, I 
said in six or seven years, when I 
can get a nice used one at a price I 
can afford, I’m buying myself one of 
those. I said this because I knew I 
couldn’t afford a 1969 (my favorite) 
in the same condition as I could a 
newer one. 

I became a single mom in 2012. 
Money was tight and I even had 
to sell my 1985 Harley Sportster. I 
had won it in a raffle on my 32nd 
birthday ten years earlier. It was 
my liquid asset and I really didn’t 
ride it much after my son was born 
in 2005, so I sold it. I struggled for 
a few years while being a single 
mom. I had lost my job of 15 years 
in 2010 and was unemployed 
for two years. In 2012 I found an 
awesome job, worked really hard 
to prove myself and now I’m part of 
the management team. 

So last year I was back in a 
position where I could find my 
dream car. I saw her on Craigslist, 
and I don’t even like red, but when 
I saw her, I fell in love. I take very 
good care of her. you will rarely 
see my girl dirty, I seem to be 
washing her all the time…some 
dreams do come true!
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Low Fee Guarantee… 

We care about bikers! Motorcycle accidents almost always 
result in severe injury or death. An accident can turn your 
life upside down. Mention this ad, and we will handle your 
motorcycle accident case for a significantly reduced fee. That 
puts more money in your pocket. We don’t pay lip service to 
bikers….we deliver real results!

no-FauLt no-Fee…
If you were struck by an automobile, you are entitled to 
Michigan No-Fault Benefits, including lifetime medical benefits, 
wage loss and attendant care. These benefits are payable 
regardless of fault and if you are seriously injured, you may 
not even need a lawyer to get your benefits. So why would you 
pay a lawyer a fee to collect what is rightfully yours? We will 
guide you through the claims process, BUT…unless we have 
to file a lawsuit…we will never charge an injured biker a fee 
to help them collect the no-fault benefits they deserve. Other 
lawyers take 33% of their client’s no-fault benefits, even when 
the insurance company is cooperating. We think that’s flat out 
WRONG! If your lawyer is taking a cut of your no-fault benefits 
every month, call us. WE CAN HELP!

resuLts Matter:
$5.1 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.2 Million for Seriously Injured Passenger
$1.2 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.1 Million (Policy Limit) for Head Injury To Child Passenger
$365,000 for Fractured Leg And Pelvis
$250,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Ankle 
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Elbow
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Foot

MotorCYCLe aCCIDent LawYers
Serving Injured Bikers in Michigan for Over 40 Years
MIllIOnS Of DOllarS recOvereD

JakewaYInJurYLaw.CoM /  810 .694.1211

We care, 
because We ride 

too!

July 10th already! I’ve been getting reports regarding accidents by newspapers and TV news, and I’m 
not happy about all the accidents that have been happening lately. It’s all too often that you keep hearing 
the same stories about near-misses, close calls, accidents, even death. Here in Monroe County we had 
another car driver cross the median and kill a husband and wife in a head-on collision. So sad. They 
never had a chance. Just minding their own business and going to get an ice cream. More than likely, 
the car driver was distracted or under the influence.

Last month when Denise and I were on our way to the field meet, we had a spring break on the kick-
stand and that was a pain in the butt. I called the nearest Harley dealer in the area of West Branch 
and asked then if I could bring the bike in and get it fixed because we were on the road. The service 
manager said yes. Believe it or not, we were there only forty-five minutes, the stand was fixed and total 
cost was 14 dollars. No way, right? I gave them a twenty and told them to keep the change—no kidding! 
Thank you to Gildner’s Harley-Davidson in West Branch. you guys were super nice and accommodat-
ing.

We just got back from the COC meeting in Potterville with the Diamondbacks and those club members 
were awesome. ABATE won the trophy for having the most members there from a motorcycle organiza-
tion. This is the second time we won the trophy! There were 82 members of ABATE, thanks to Region 
14, Region 13, Region 15, Region 18 and Region 11 Alice Jacob, Jim Rhodes, and Herb Rials. Great 
representation!

There was a run from A & M Leather to Camp Cavell in Ludington for the Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion and roughly 72 bikes with 5 sidecars attended to ride the children around in. It was well attended by 
American Legion Riders, HOG, Axmen, Veterans Clubs, Eagle Riders, Mason Riders, and the looks on 
those children riding in the sidecars were priceless. One of our members from Region 14 with a sidecar 
was Tom and Sandy Ray. So cool! Many thanks to everyone!

There are so many events coming up across the State so please try to attend at least a couple of them. 
ABATE works very hard in Lansing and all the donations make a huge difference for all bikers across the 
State of Michigan. Region 14 will be having a campout on the Labor Day weekend August 31st – Sep-
tember 1st. Please try to make it. It’s for AWARENESS.

Everyone, please be careful out there. Many issues need to be addressed like profiling and 
harassment. It is real. Go to the polls and VOTE in the Primary. Make your voice count. 

God Bless.

May the road rise to meet you and the wind always be at your back!

Hot Rod
State Awareness Director

ABATE 
State Awareness Director
Hot Rod Beaton
419-349-8075

TO BECOME A MEMBER & SHOW YOUR SUPPORT…
ABATE of Michigan online membership. 

Visit our State website then click on: Membership / Join  www.abateofmichigan.org
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Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits
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TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2018

AUGUST

August 4
ink out Abuse Motorcycle 
Rally
Soaring eagle Casino & 
Resort, Mt. Pleasant, Mi.  
Charity Poker Run- Meet in 
parking lot at resort (tented 
area outside) regis 10 am, 
11:30 am kickstands up, $15 
rider, $25 double, blessing, 
escorted ride to Wil-Lew 
Lounge in Bay City for lunch 
$10 & back to resort for priz-
es, silent auction, flash tat-
toos avail, appetizers, cash 
bar, live music by Honesty 
& the Liars.  Thunder Roads 
Magazine will be there for 
Ride Card event Stop Sign 
up & Check in.  for more info 
call Brad 989-317-8791 

August 4
Durand Eagle Riders Cruisin 
for a Cure
Durand Eagles, Durand, MI.  
Last bike 11 am, $25 driver, 
$15 passenger, silent auction, 
prizes, cars welcome, dinner 
4-8 $8 plate, rain or shine, for 
more info call Shannon 989-
494-3738

August 4
Ride for Vets Poker Run
American Legion Post 22, 2200 
S. Niagara, Saginaw, MI.  Sign 
up 10 am, kickstands up 11 
am, everyone welcome, $15 
single, $25 couple, all vehicles 
welcome, chicken dinner $8, 
50/50, auction & more.  For 
more info call 989-792-9747

August 4
9th Annual Cruise for 22q
Millington Inn, Millington, MI.  
Regis 8:30- 10 am, departs 
10:15 am, ends 4 pm, $10 in 
advance, $15 at door, every-
one welcome, includes all you 
can eat dinner & more.  For 
more info call Deb 810-223-
7544

August 5
Come Ride with Us
Meet at Paw Paw Park n’ 
Ride exit 60 & i-94, ride to 
K-Wings, regis 10 am, ride 
leaves at 11 am, donations 

accepted.  Pancake break-
fast avail 7:30 am American 
Legion Post, Paw Paw, Mi.  
(See GLBC full page ad this 
issue).

August 5
escort Kids to Camp (GLBC)
Wings Stadium, Kalamazoo, 
Mi.  Regis 10 am- 12:30 pm, 
kickstands up 1 pm, prizes, 
food, 50/50.  for more info 
call Bill 517-206-1115 (See 
GLBC full page ad this is-
sue).

August 10-12
9th Annual Hog Daze Motor-
cycle Rally & Music Festival
Marion, Indiana, an Indiana 
motorcycle preservation society 
event, $10 for entire weekend, 
bike show, pin up girl contest, 
burnout pin, swap meet, field 
events & more.  For more info 
go to hogdaze.com

August 10-12
5th Annual Thunder in Oscoda
American Legion Post 274, 
Oscoda, MI.  Bike Rally & 
fundraiser for veteran organiza-
tions.

August 11
Pub Crawl
Hiway inn, Manistee, Mi.  
Leave at 5 pm.  for more info 
call 231-398-9188

August 11
Bike Run
Scooter’s Airport Bar, Har-
rison, Mi.  for more info call 
989-539-2177

August 11
Jam for the Cure
Start at Sandhill, Marshall, 
Regis 10-10:30 am, $20 pp, 
$30 incl passenger, leave 
at 11 am.  Music, auctions, 
overnight camping avail, 
food & more.  Proceeds to 
help individuals fight against 
cancer.  for more info call 
Jarod 269-503-3588 

August 11
Outriders 50th Annual Anniver-
sary Party
415 Reed St, Kalamazoo, MI. 
Grand Prize HD Sportster, $20 

Donation - can be purchased 
at the clubhouse or from a 
member. Poker Run regis 
10am-leaves at 1pm, join us for 
the fun and entertainment 

August 11-12
Lucky Thumb M/C Races
7394 Bevens Rd, deford, 
Mi 48729, 11th- short track 
(3/5/7), 12th TT Scrambles 
(8/10/12).  for more info go to 
luckythumbmotorcycle.com 

August 17-19
easyriders Rodeo fowlerville
fowlerville fairgrounds, 
Mi.  Saving Abel & The Lacs. 
Camping, vendors, music, 
races, bike show & more.  
for more info go to easyrid-
ersevents.com or call 800-
962-9857 (See full page ad 
this issue)

August 18
11th Annual BFE Motorcycle 
Run
Boondox MS, Caledonia, MI.  
Regis 9 am- 10:45 am, kick-
stands up 11 am sharp, $30 
bike, $15 rider benefits Marin 
Corps Cord Council.  For more 
info call Rob 261-3126

August 19
Pre-Milwaukee 115th Anniv 
Party
Shiawassee Hd, Birch Run, 
Mi.  for more info call 989-
624-4400

August 19
Legion Riders Fun Run
American Legion Post 239, 
Crump, MI.  Regis 9 am- noon, 
return by 5 pm, luncheon to fol-
low, appx 130 miles.  For more 
info call Bill 989-269-2969

August 24-26
2018 Warthog Rendezvous
Grand Traverse Resort & Spa 
& Casino, Traverse City, MI.  
Vendors, rides will include tun-
nel of trees & Might Mack.      

August 25
18th Annual Forbidden Wheels 
Hog Roast in Hell
Hell Creek Campground, 
Pinckney, MI.  3 pm- ?, $20 tkt 

Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Bike Nights are listed in their ads. and on Bike Nights Page.
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of Thunder Roads MI-please patronize our advertisers.

donation, dinner & camping in-
cluded, live music, door prizes, 
first prize 2018 HD Road King, 
cash prizes, swimming pool & 
more.  For more info call 734-
878-3632

August 29- September 2
14th Annual freedom fest
iron Horse Bar & Grill, Akron, 
Mi.  dj’s, live bands, happy 
hours, beer tent, vendors, 
bike show, hog roast, & 
more, no cover all weekend.  
Cardinal Wishes Bike Run & 
World Record attempts on 
September 2nd (See Septem-
ber 2nd for more info). for 
more info or to be a vendor 
call Rich 989-551-5440 (See 
Cover & 2 page spread this 
issue).

August 31-September 3
easyriders Rodeo Chillicothe
Ross County fairgrounds, 
oH.  fuel, david Allan Coe, 
Wheeler Walker Jr.  Camping, 
vendors, music, races, bike 
show & more.  for more info 
go to easyridersevents.com 
or call 800-962-9857 (See full 
page ad this issue)

August 31- September 3
17th Annual Hudson Leather 
Labor day Weekend Motor-
cycle Stampede
Hudson Leather outlet, Pio-
neer, oH.  Live bands, bike 
show, vendors & more.  for 
more info call 419-485-8531 
(See full page ad & coupon 
this issue)

SEPTEmBER

September 1
5th Annual elkton fun Run
Thumb Billies, elkton, Mi.  
Regis 10 am- noon, $15 rider, 
$25 couple, meal included, 
blessing at noon, 5 pm 
dinner, entertainment, all 
vehicles/ bikes welcome, free 
rustic camping.  for more 
info call Mike 989-551-6457 
(See ad this issue).

EVENT LISTINgS ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting your 

event in Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan. 
All Advertised Events in our Magazine will 

have their event Posted on the Pull-Out 
Calendar (specific issues) and your Event will 
be Highlighted in the Thunder Roads Events 

Calendar of the Magazine. 
(Call about our Special Discounts for 

Ads for Charity Based Events)
To get your event listed in Thunder Roads 
Magazine and on our web site, send the 

information to:  
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Event information must be received prior to the 
10th of the month preceding the event month to be 

posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to attend 
any event as the information/dates may change. 

Thunder Roads is NOT responsible for errors or omissions.

September 2
Cardinal Wishes Bike Run
iron Horse Bar & Grill, Akron, 
Mi.  Attempting 2 World 
Records:  Largest Motor-
cycle Wedding Procession & 
Most T-shirts turned inside 
out same time.  Regis 9:30 
am- 11:30 am, kickstands up 
11:45 am, food 4:30 pm until 
gone, 3 bands, $20 per bike, 
$15 passenger, Pre-Register 
to get your T-shirt for attempt 
fRee or $5 at event.  To 
Pre-Register go to Cardinal-
Wishes.org (See cover & 2 
page spread this issue).

September 7-9
Bikes on the Bricks
Saginaw St, downtown flint, 
Mi.  police skills competition, 
food, vendors, music, beer 
tent, Rockabilly pinup girl 
contest & more.  for more 
info go to bikesonthebricks.
com (See full page ad this 
issue).

September 8
Scorpions M/C oakland Co 
Annual Pig Roast & Bike 

Giveaway
26350 Milford Rd, South 
Lyon, Mi.  4 pm starts, $10 
donation, first prize 2018 
Road Glide, Big cash prizes, 
Large gift card prizes.  Live 
music, vendors, go go danc-
ers, games, drinking contest, 
bonfire & more.  for more 
info call Ratchet 248-210-
8169 (See ad this issue).

September 15-16
Lucky Thumb M/C Races
7394 Bevens Rd, deford, 
Mi 48729, 15th- short track 
(3/5/7), 16th TT Scrambles 
(8/10/12).  for more info go to 
luckythumbmotorcycle.com 

September 15
Fun Before the Run Comedy 
Night
FOE Post 3655, Beaverton, 
MI.  8 pm- 10 pm show, $15 
advance tickets, $20 at door.  
Featuring Comedian Derek 
Richards, special guest Nate 
Armbruster.  For more info go 
to MichaelJFunRun.org

September 16
Michael J’s 8th Annual Fun 
Run
The Evening Post Bar & Grill, 
Clare, MI.  Regis begins at 9 
am,  kickstands up at 10:30 
am. Dinner at 4 pm at FOE in 
Beaverton.  $8 pp, $10 at door., 
live & silent auctions, raffles, 
50/50’s, for more info call 989-
387-0916.

September 16
Cruisin 4 Critters
Dick Scott’s Freedom PS, Livo-
nia, MI.  Regis 9:30 am- 10:45 
am, kickstands up 11 am, $25 
per rider, $35 with passenger, 
includes picnic style after party.  
Rain or shine, police escorted, 
no stops.  Pre-registration rec-
ommended call 734-542-8000 
or 734-855-4077.

September 22
for you We Ride
Shiawassee Hd, Birch Run, 
Mi.  Guinness World Record 
Poker Run.  for more info 
call 989-624-4400

SAVE THE dATE

october 18-21
Biketoberfest
daytona Beach, fL.  Concerts, 
food, swag, bike shows, scenic 
rides.  for more info go to of-
ficialbiketoberfest.com (See ad 
this issue).

TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2018

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!
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shiawasseeharley-davidson.com

11901 N BEYER RD.

BIRCH RUN, MI 48415

989.624.4400

8030 Gera Rd 
Frankenmuth, MI 48734

989-652-8382

Home of 
SHIawaSSee Harley-Davidson
BIke NIGHtS

eveRy tHuRSDay 
6:00 pM - 8 pM
every bike will be entered in 
BIke OF tHe week contest!!
Games • prizes • Giveaways
FOOD & DRINk SpecIalS
$3.50 Burger & Fries
$3 coney or chilli Dog with Fries
$2 Domestic Bottles
$2 Domestic pints
$3 well Drinks

Come Out and Join Us at Dead Creek Saloon  
Every tHuRSDay NIGHt for BIke NIGHt
Festivities will start at 6pm 

You Won’t Want To Miss This!!!!!!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

IN THE SHOP WITH RON

Like the song says…the wheels on the bus (bike) go 
round and round; but what the song doesn’t say is in 
order to do so, they need a wheel bearing. 
This month in the shop we will be installing wheel 
bearings, both front and rear, on a 2005 Road King 
Custom. This procedure isn’t terribly difficult as far 
as skill level is concerned, but it does require some 
specialty tools. The wheel bearings we’re dealing 
with are sealed—meaning they can’t be cleaned and 
repacked with fresh grease like other types of bear-
ings. Anytime you have the wheels off the bike or off 
the ground for any kind of service is a good time to 
give the wheels/bearings a spin and see how they 
feel. With the wheel off the bike, put your finger in the 
inner race (where the axle goes through) and turn it 
a few times. 

While turning the inner race, you want to feel for any 
tightness or any rough or binding spots. If you find a 
bearing that needs to be replaced, do both bearings 
in the wheel at the same time. For this article, we will 
be doing the front wheel. It’s not necessary to remove 
the brake rotor(s) and the procedure for the rear is 
basically the same, but you will need to remove the 
drive pulley on the rear. The specialty tools required 
is a wheel bearing remover assembly and installer 
assembly. 

The remover is on the left and the installer is on the 
right. As you can see both have several components. 
The first step is to install the expander into the inner 
race of the bearing being removed. You should be 
able to firmly push expander through inner race until 
you feel it click in place; you want the lip on the tool to 
engage the inside edge of the bearing race. Next, in-
stall the bridge, large flat washer, and large nut on the 
threaded end of the expander and finger-tighten large 
nut. Now we can install the wedge through the center 
of the expander from the opposite side of the wheel. 

Next install the small washer and nut on the threaded 
end of the wedge. Take a long 3/8 allen wrench and 
hold the end of the wedge inside the wheel while 
tightening the small nut to 100 in. lbs. While holding 
the end of the expander with an open-end wrench, 
turn the large nut clockwise until the bearing is free 
from the wheel. 

There is a spacer between the two bearings that 
needs to be removed at this point, I like to mark the 
spacer so it can be reinstalled in the same direction 
it was. Repeat the procedure on the other side to 
remove the remaining bearing. With both bearings 
removed, make sure the I.D. (inside diameter) of the 
bearing bore is clean and not damaged in any way. (if 
the bearing seized, it could cause damage to wheel 
or axle) I coat the bearing and bore with assembly 
lube. Install the backing plate on the threaded rod 
and slide it through the wheel from the opposite side 
of the bearing being replaced. Now slide the bearing 
over the threaded rod with the numbered side facing 

out followed by the installer, nice bearing, flat washer 
and nut. Make sure the bearing is lined up squarely 
with the bore. Hold the end of the installer (opposite 
side of bearing being installed) with one wrench while 
turning nut on other end clockwise until you feel the 
bearing seat in the wheel. 

You shouldn’t have to use a lot of force.  When it 
stops, the bearing is seated. DON’T OVERDO IT!! 
YOU WILL DAMAGE THE NEW BEARING!! Make 
sure to reinstall the center bushing and repeat the 
procedure to install the remaining bearing. Again, the 
procedure for the rear wheel is basically the same. I 
clean all the old lube off the axles and spacers and 
check for any wear or damage then liberally coat with 
anti-seize before reinstalling the wheels on the bike. 
Keep the wheels on the bus (bike) rolling and enjoy 
this summer weather. 
RIDE SAFE RIDE OFTEN 
WE SHARE YOUR PASSION  
ron

THE WHEELS 
on THE BUS

by Ron Johnson
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Dealers & service 

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Tawas Bay Marine & Cycle
1690 North US 23

East Tawas, MI 48730
989-362-6933

www.tawasbaymc@gmail.com
CAN-AM / SEA-DOO / YAMAHA

Tecumseh Harley-Davidson Shop
8080 Matthews HWY
Tecumseh, MI 49286

517-423-3333
tecumsehhd.com

TC Power Sports
4501 Page Avenue 

Michigan Center, MI 49254
tc-powersports.com
irishillsindian.com

517-764-3600

Town & Country 
Sports Center / Harley-Davidson

18655 US-12
Cement City, MI 49233

517-547-3333
cementcityharley.com

Mc Parts & service

Bad Pig Customs
1806 E 9 Mile Rd

Hazel Park, MI
248-544-7447

Parts-Service-Maintenance

Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave

Roseville, MI 48066
1-800-505-0258

Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street

Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055

www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840  

www.huntshogshop.com 

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE

Like us on Facebook

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180

Like us on Facebook

Oakley Bike N Trike 
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd

Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148

www.reflectionscustomcycles.com

TTBAD Customs
Motorcycle Metal Works

Service, Upgrades, Custom Bodywork
Painting, Fabrication, Detailing

by Appt. 5912 Mulliken Rd, Charlotte
517-983-9327

Motorcycle GrouPs

ABATE
To Join:

www.abateofmichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join

Motorcycle traininG

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI

CURRENT ENDORSEMENT 
REQUIRED

Take your Riding to the Next Level, 
Learn from Certified Police Motorcycle 

Instructors.
www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com

248-855-4444

Bars & restaurants

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday 

River Rock Bar & grill
210 N. Mill St

St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851

Bike Night Every Wednesday 

Scooter’s Airport Bar
4520 N. Clare Ave
Harrison, MI 48625

989-539-2177
Craft Beer/Bike Nights Monday

Stingers Bar & grill
49110 Grand River Ave

Wixom, MI 48393
248-449-9667

www.stingersbarwixom.com

loans & FinancinG

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

loDGinG & caMPinG

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23

Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Fox River Motel
1588 W Highway M28

Seney, MI 49883
906-499-3332
Biker Owned

Oscoda Area 
Convention Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com

leather & rePair

AM Leather
Custom Embroidery

American Made Leather Apparel
18957 Middlebelt Rd

Huron Township, MI 48174
734-606-5663

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning 
25924 Five Mile Rd 

Redford MI 48239  / (313) 535-2270

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.

Sturgis, MI. 49091 / 269-651-2464

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640 

989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesdays

Bad River Bar & grill
103 N. Saginaw St
Saint Charles, MI

989-865-6500
Great Food ~ Biker Owned

Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave
Baldwin, MI 49304

Live Music- Famous Bloody Marys
Bike Night Wednesday

Bay Shore Bar
9432 Bay City Forestville Rd

Fairgrove, MI 48733
989-895-9503

Bike Nights Thursday
Waterfront Patio

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387 

geno’s Sports Bar & grill
14848 Thompson Ave

Thompsonville, MI 48683
231-378-2554

Bike Nights Wednesday
Biker Owned

ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd
Elwell, MI 48832

Year-Round Ride Card
Check in’s

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd

New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

www.McNastysSaloon.com

M55 Pour House
5309 W. Houghton Lake Dr
Houghton Lake, MI 48629

989-366-4131
20 Taps-Great Food-Music

Like us on Facebook

My Alibi Bar & grill 
2185 S. Meridian Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-3573
Tri-Cities Biker Bar

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS LISTED AND RECEIVE 

THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN MAGAZINES 
PLEASE MAIL A CHECK FOR $150 

(FOR A 6 MONTH LISTING) TO:  
THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN, PO BOX 1782, 

MIDLAND, MI 48641-1782

insurance

Ieuter Insurance group
800-975-6473

www.ieuter.com
Celebrating 75 years as Your Friend

in the Insurance Business!

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800

www.safeguardtricity.com
Biker Owned

Gun shoPs

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St, Mason, MI 48854

517-699-0597
www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

Party stores & More

Museum of “MOSES”
Vintage Harley Collection 

A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store

Located 8 miles east of McBain, MI
(Vogel Center)  museumofmoses.com

The Log Cabin Country Store
6472 M-25, Akron, MI 48701

989-691-5270
Grocery-Fuel-Restaurant
Deli-Pizzeria-Bait Shop

Westown grocery & Deli
1013 E. Isabella Rd

(Corner of M-20 & Homer Rd)
Midland, MI -989-835-6040

Liquor, Beer, Wine
Fresh Produce, Deli, Pizza & Wings

leGal services

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
Free Legal Advice

CALL: 1-877-BIKER-LAW
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

No Win/No Fee Promise

Michigan Biker Law
Motorcycle Injury Lawyers

1-800-MI-Biker
www.michiganbiker.com

Motorcycle Accidents Only

lawn care

Precision Lawn Sprinklers
Sales- Installation- Service

Free Estimates
Residential – Commercial

PLSMichigan.com
989-755-4136

Funeral services

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,

Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

churches

Victory Biker Church 
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org

810-247-6332

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Pick up your fRee copy of Thunder Roads Magazine at any one of these 
locations or any business with an ad in this issue.  Thank you to all of our 

supporters for making Thunder Roads Michigan’s #1 fRee Motorcycle Magazine.

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

September 8th
StartS 4pm 
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Indoor Gun ranGe • Indoor archery ranGe

Guns • FIshInG • archery • Gun saFes

Buy • sell • Trade • cash For Guns • cPl classes

www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

ToTal Firearms
1380 N. Cedar st
mason mi 48854
517-699-0597

moNday-Friday 9-7
saTurday 9-6
suNday 9-4

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Bullet Points
DURING 

THE CALM

I am writing this at the end of June for publication in the August issue of Thunder 
Roads because a month after this issue becomes available, schools across the 
state and nation will be opening and much of the media will be counting the 
days until they report yet another school shooting tragedy. These demagogues 
of alleged truth and wisdom have a one-drum solution to school violence, GRAB 
THE GUNS, and they beat it to death despite overwhelming evidence guns are 
not the problem. It is far too easy to blame inanimate objects for the failures of 
social engineering which has been forced on us for decades and has done little 
more than further marginalize “at-risk” students.
At one time schools were the center of most community activities. Long before 
athletic programs came into existence, schools were usually the polling station 
at election time, meeting halls for community government, pavilions for social 
events, and open for family reunions, weddings, funerals, and any other events 
requiring a large building. Often schools also served as the community church—
that was usually what the building had been erected for in the first place, and 
nobody had a problem with separation of church and state. My point is that 
everybody knew everybody and even as towns became cities and one-room 
schools went by the wayside, a conscious effort was made to keep education 
local. Then began the era of neighborhood schools governed by boards of edu-
cation elected from the community served by the schools. It was all a terrific 
concept and it served us well for over a century; that is, until the educated elite 
started messing with it. 
In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled that establishing school populations based 
on race was unconstitutional. Segregated schools in Topeka, Kansas were the 
first to fall, but the practice was prevalent in many states (even here in Michi-
gan). Many states argued “separate but equal” facilities and staffing could be 
implemented to save the traditional neighborhood schools. After ten years of 
ideological stalemate over “equal funding,” the courts stepped in once again and 
implemented bussing in the city of Boston, then throughout the nation as a tool 
to create an equal educational environment. 
Tragically this spelled the end of neighborhood schools for most mid- to large-
sized cities and the performance of students bused from school to school 
showed little, if any, improvement. For many students what was once a com-
munity environment where neighbors and friends watched out for them and 
each other suddenly turned cold, impersonal and non-caring. To become more 
efficient, conglomerate schools were created where smaller school districts or 
school districts with failing building infrastructure were drawn together, forming 
mega-schools which just exacerbated the problems for kids already lost in the 
shuffle.
During the same era Lyndon Johnson’s “Great Society” was foisted on the 
American people. Prior to this, most relief—as it used to be called—was pro-
vided by agencies like the Salvation Army, and various religious organizations 
that were funded by private donations. The biggest share of governmental in-
volvement was the distribution of surplus food items (called commodities) by 
the Dept. of Agriculture. The system worked well because assistance came at 
the level of need from community resources, even though there were strings 
attached by the relief agencies. 

In steps, the ACLU, with the support of big government, challenged the principal 
of expectations for assistance. The private agencies walked away, leaving the 
system to be exploited by bureaucrats. Suddenly, if a teenage girl wants to leave 
home, all she has to do is become pregnant and talk to an assistance payments 
worker—she gets an apartment, food stamps, free utilities and she no longer has 
to answer to Mom and Dad. Boys suddenly found out that they could file for eman-
cipation; they didn’t get a check but they were out from under parental supervision 
living the life. 
A third stormfront in the school violence dilemma came in 1979 with the formation 
of the Department of Education (DOE) by the Carter administration. Contrary to 
its stated mission, the DOE immediately started usurping control of schools away 
from local school authorities and implementing canned curriculum by fiat, using 
school funding monies as leverage. It didn’t happen all at once, but eventually 
curriculum was gutted and student performance expectations went into a freefall, 
along with any semblance of discipline and in many cases a healthy sense of 
self-worth. 
Schools are teaching reading, writing and arithmetic as well as science, history, 
literature and tradecraft as an afterthought. Nobody leaves high school equipped 
to pursue an occupation other than become a student at another level. Diversity 
has become more important than academics. 
Far too many graduates can’t read, tell analog time, or make change at the drive-
through. Liberalism wonders why some young people are so resentful of being 
packed into crowded classrooms of mega-schools where resources are constant-
ly diverted to help pay tutors to teach English as a second language, pacify incor-
rigibles who continue to disrupt, and provide constant care for kids with severe 
learning disabilities who have been mainstreamed into traditional public schools 
creating a daycare-like atmosphere in some cases. In most schools, the primary 
focus of attention is on the ends of the extremes. For the most part, the kids that 
fall in the middle are on their own and alternative education sources continues to 
blossom.
I don’t blame the teachers; they can only work with what they are given. Parents, 
if they love their children, must become more engaged in public education and 
demand fundamental change in the structure and administration of public schools; 
this begins at the ballot box. Taxpayers have an absolute obligation to challenge 
educational spending that does not put basic education back in the classroom and 
I am not talking about the DOE albatross known as “Common Core.” And every-
body needs to at least visit the idea of getting away from mega-school districts and 
return to the idea of schools becoming central to community activities. 
Think I am wrong? Statistically small schools where every student’s needs are 
addressed seem to have immunity to the deadly violence plague, as do paro-
chial and private schools. The schools which have the fewest problems are Amish 
schools, where students learn more of the basics by the eighth grade than most 
public schools teach in 13 years. Despite the number of firearms in the typical 
Amish community, somehow they never make it to schools.

by RICk WyATT

Big game animals are not the 
only thing I hunt in the fall.  I 
take time to go out goose 
hunting. I have a bunch of differ-
ent mouth-calls with different 
sounds.  It is really enjoyable 
to have a bunch of decoys out; 
I have both floating decoys 
and land decoys.  
Well, one day I and couple of 
my buddies decided to go out 
to hunt some geese.  The 
cornfield where we were 

going to hunt had geese already there.  We de-
cided to walk out into the field to set our decoys and watch the geese 

take off.  We took our time getting everything set up and ready to go.  
It didn’t take too long before the first goose showed up.  A single one coming 
right at us and then my buddies yelled over to me, “Take him out, Crow Man.”  I 
pulled up my Remington 1100 semi-auto 12 gauge; I shot and he went down.  
As I walked out there, my goose got up and started running.  I’m thinking, “are 
you kidding me, damn it?”  Seems like he was just keeping out of shotgun range 
when I was running towards him.  He went really far and I was getting tired, but I 
finally caught up with him.  As I carried him back, I wrung his neck.   Finally, I got 
back to my spot and laid him down beside me.  My buddies shot some geese, 
too.
Well, my buddy yells down at me and he asked me if I was missing something. I 
said, “I don’t think so. Why?”  

They told me to look down the corn row and 
the goose I shot was standing right beside my 
friend! He said, “Come get your damn goose 
away from me!”  Funny!  I started chasing him 
again, even though he was in the corn—this 
time I don’t have my gun.  Finally I tackled him 
down and made sure he was down for good.
I thought nothing else would happen that 
morning, but another goose was flying over 
and I shot it. When it was falling from the sky, 
it was headed straight down to where my 
buddy was standing.  My buddy had to move 
fast because that goose would have hit him 
if he hadn’t moved.  My buddy looked at me 
and said, “What the hell!?”  This was a good 
hunting day in Michigan”.
“Get outdoors if you can it’s a great place 
to be.  this is Michigan!  it doesn’t get any 
better than this.”

Energizer 
Goose

Crow Man holds the Michigan Grand Slam title, 
as he finished fall/winter 2005 with an elk.

The Michigan Grand Slam is the title given for having the state record of the four 
Michigan animals that CBM recognizes as trophies by a single hunter. Those four animals 
are deer, bear, elk, and turkeys. The accomplishment has always been considered so 
rare.The added challenge of drawing a limited bear tag and particularly a bull elk tag, 
and to harvest animals that make the record book minimums seems insurmountable. 
However, it miraculously has been done by a select few. Crow Man is of that select few.

SPONSORED BY

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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• Hot Girlz

• cold beer

• Great food

• bikini Staff

• free bike WaSH

• SpecialS everyday

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live entertainment 5 niGHtS a Week

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!
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