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LETTER FROM
THE OWNER
Is it Over Yet?
Is it over yet, will it ever be over? I don’t know about you but I am starting
to feel like this Covid pandemic is never going to be over… maybe after
the election it will finally end. It has affected everyone I know, myself
included mentally, financially and even physically whether they had it or
not because we are limited in so many ways. What few events there are
may not even happen. We all feel like we are in limbo, unable to make
plans because almost day to day the status of what we can do changes. I
am trying to remain positive, but I have to be honest it is hard. Let’s stick
together through these tough times and be there for one another. Let’s
try to smile vs. frown each day… oh wait, you can’t see if I am smiling or
frowning through my mandatory mask I am now forced to wear. Ha Ha
I had to be facetious with that one because I don’t agree. Regardless, I
wait patiently in hopes that this will be over soon and we can once again
enjoy social activities such as concerts, rallies, bike runs, etc.
Please don’t forget to continue to reach out to friends and family that may
still be struggling during these difficult times. Please help each other.
Please support the advertisers you see in this issue that are still paying
for ads and hoping that August brings back life in their businesses.
Without them I would not be able to still publish this magazine for you to
enjoy so please be sure to patronize these wonderful people and places.
Don’t miss a single issue and subscribe for only $20 (6 issues) today
at ThunderRoadsMichigan.com or mail check / money order to PO Box
1782 in Midland to your left on this page, be sure to include item name
and phone number in case there are any questions or I can’t read your
writing.
We still have 2020 Thunder Roads Michigan Wall Calendars available
NOW ON SALE and with FREE SHIPPING as well, which you can also
order at ThunderRoadsMichigan.com proceeds help to support Thunder
Roads Magazine of Michigan.
Don’t forget to check in advance if an event is still going on and also
if you are hosting an event don’t forget to email the details to Jody@
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com at least one month prior to be listed in the
event calendar. We also offer charity discounts as well, just contact us
and we can help you make to make your event a success!
Now for some “Mo” Advice:
Everything that has a beginning has an ending. Make your peace with
that and all will be well- Buddha. This is a great saying to remember
through all this. I hope it brings you hope and peace.

Jody Mohowitsch
“Jody Mo”

Contact Jody Mo for More Info!

It’s not what you ride...
it’s what you wear!
1640 S. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI 49091
269-651-2464
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The
Positive
Shift
Respect and Value Yourself!
In today’s world where individualism and self-interest take
precedence, it’s quite easy to envy others for their achievement and difficult to respect them for the same. One of the
necessary conditions to gain respect is to give respect. The
only way others are going to respect you for your achievements and for the person you are, is when you respect your
“own self” first.
Respecting yourself is closely tied to the notion of self-esteem. It is not always easy to do but ask yourself this…if you
don’t respect and value yourself, then how do you expect others to? Unfortunately, you will always be attracted to people
who don’t value you either. Break free from this cycle.
A person with low self- esteem will not be taken seriously.
A person with high self- esteem will be respected and taken
seriously by all. Respect can never be bought or demanded, it
must be earned and commanded.

THUNDERCAM

Here are a few things to think about:
• Believe in yourself as you have nothing to lose and
everything to gain.
• Be a boss or leader that respects and values
employees’ opinions and ideas. It shows you have
leadership characteristics.
• Every idea can’t be a winner, including your own,
but you won’t know unless you respect and value
people ideas.
• You may not have all the answers, and that is okay.
There is value in your honesty, and they will respect
you more when you get back to them with the
information.
• Respect other opinions as it doesn’t have to change
your values. You know who you are.
• Teach the youth, middle aged and seniors that
YOU respect and value them…WATCH THE WORLD
AROUND YOU CHANGE FOR THE BETTER!
Be the difference.
Be You, be Happy, be in the NOW! Remember, you can’t
lead a positive life with a negative mind.
Until then…Don’t Coast in Neutral, Positive Shift Ahead!
~ Stacie René
https://linktr.ee/StacieRene
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READERS RIDES

Tracy Burrows Marentette
aka Trouble

2018 Can-Am Spyder RT Limited

The idea behind it was all Tracy. As a hobby she does a lot of custom vinyl work for custom shirts, hats, mugs and logos for
people. She also did all of the work herself from the design and layout to the finished bike. Tracy is just a true patriot at heart.
I know her biggest influence is her dad, Dan Burrows, who is a Vietnam veteran and also her cousin Eli who did 3 tours in
Afghanistan. Over the winter 2019/2020 it took her around 3 months to figure out what she wanted and mock up and layout
the design which took a lot of patience and swearing. Ultimately the bike turned out amazing and has been non-stop compliments when she’s out riding. With the Declaration of Independence, the Pledge of Allegiance, the Second Amendment and
multiple other tributes on the bike, it really has an effect on people when they actually read the words. It’s a little bit of hope
or a bright spot if you will in today’s crazy world.
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FEST

My wife Denise is an RN, CDE for a local hospital and recently her co-worker went up to the Upper Peninsula for a vacation and she came back to work with some compliments about the people there. They were
being respectful, considerate at the beaches and restaurants, and being careful about social distancing and
wearing masks. I know we all have the right to wear a mask or not, but she was glad that they were being
respectful for one another, so those of you in the UP, Thank you! You do have some very nice roads up there
and the food is good too, so maybe there is a road trip in the near future.

MON-FRI 11 AM- 6 PM

WELL DRINKS & LONG NECKS $2.50
ALL YOU CAN EAT WINGS $11.99
OVER 10 DIFFERENT SAUCES

WEDNESDAY 5-9 PM

BURGER & BEER $6.99

BUCKET BEER
SPECIALS DAILY

LABOR DAY WEEKEND LABOR DAY WEEKEND

FEST
FEST FREEDOM
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FEST FREEDOM

FEST FREEDOM

We recently had a telephone conference with the Michigan Motorcycle Safety Committee and when it
came to my turn to express how I felt about the awareness aspect of the Secretary of State office handling
of the “Look Twice Save A Life” strategy by GUD Marketing, I offended a couple of the members because of
their lack of effort to make the public aware of motorcycles! The frustration those of us on the Committee for
ABATE deal with is all because we want the motorcycle community protected and I will continue to try and
save lives no matter who I offend. If you try, I won’t complain, but if you are a slacker then you need to be
called-out for not doing you part, period!

FEST FREEDOM

ABATE did everything it possibly could trying to get our legislators to take a look at the new insurance
reform and they would not do anything to change the language to protect motorcyclists! Visit after visit to
Lansing, letter writing by all the members of our organization and those who wanted to help got us nowhere.
The only thing I can suggest for those who ride a motorcycle is check with your insurance agent and see
where you stand with PIP (Personal Injury Protection) coverage and adjust your policy accordingly. After all,
you voted for these representatives and something needs to change. You can find out how they voted on the
new insurance reform and make your own judgment call on whether or not they still need your support!

3592 MAIN ST • AKRON MI 48701 • 989-691-5761

FREEDOM

FREEDOM

SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE

I’m proud of the members in Region 14 who worked so hard on our Suicide Prevention Program and donated money to our local American Legion Post 268. They have been helping local food banks and churches
because of the layoffs and loss of income in our area, even though they need funding. They still want to help
the community. That’s what Veterans do!
One last thing - ABATE needs your help with ticket sales for our biggest money maker, the bike raffle. This
year the prizes are a new 2020 Harley-Davidson Street Glide, 2nd prize $300.00, 3rd prize $200.00 and 4th
place $100.00. Tickets are only $10.00 each so please try to help out and get a couple / sell a couple. You
can call Mimi at 906-399-9774 and she will help you get your tickets.
August is really here and man does the time fly by. Try to get out and enjoy the State of Michigan. There is
so much to see and do. Please be respectful and considerate. It’s not hard to do!
May the road rise to meet you and the wind always be at your back,
Hot Rod Beaton
ABATE State Awareness Director

TO BECOME A MEMBER & SHOW YOUR SUPPORT…

ABATE of Michigan online membership.
Visit our State website then click on: Membership / Join www.abateofmichigan.org

8 AUGUST 2020 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN

ABATE
State Awareness Director
Hot Rod Beaton
419-349-8075
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

AUGUST 2020 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 9

VETERANS
CORNER
What’s the Veteran’s Rights?
MVAA partners with the Michigan Veterans Coalition to
provide accredited veteran service officers across the
state. The Michigan Veterans Coalition is comprised of
representatives from the following five veteran service
organizations: American Legion, Disabled American
Veterans, Vietnam Veterans of America, Military Order of the Purple Heart and Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Veteran service officers assist veterans and their family
members gather the information necessary to support
a claim, file the claim and track its progress. They can
also assist with filing appeals for denied claims. Here
are a few organizations that can help any veteran out.
There are several more that I have told you about in
past articles. The reason I am reiterating this is because
I personally have been fighting for 5 years to get a good
representative to finish my claim and get promised they
would help and 6 months later when I check the status, I
get nothing and get all my paperwork back. It’s the most
frustrating and upsetting feeling to know there are organizations out there but won’t do anything to help you.
If it’s not bad enough that this country we fought for is
going to hell, then to have a representative not help you
doesn’t help.
You want to know why vets commit suicide, or become
homeless or have mental breakdowns. This country
doesn’t care about the ones who gave them the right
to have a voice to protest, the right to vote, the right
to stand up to our government. If you have any issues
with what is going on in Michigan I strongly suggest
you write, email or call your representatives in your
area, here is the link to search for your representatives,
https://www.house.mi.gov/ don’t hesitate to contact
them. The only way we in Michigan are going to see any
change is to keep writing, emailing and calling them to
let them know what each one of us want. Please use
your rights to get what you need done. Don’t Give Up!!!
IGY6
As mentioned above and in previous articles there are
many veteran organizations out there other than the
national ones below that you can also ask for assistance
such as our monthly sponsor of Veterans Corner, The
Forgotten Eagles, One of Many, Strength in Numbers

SHARON K. HARVEY
(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF “RED”

GREAT LAKES

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

WILL BUY YOUR HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

w Sell Us Your Bike!
w Free Appraisals
w Super Easy
w Now Is The Right Time
We need your Harley now!
Call 989-686-0400 to schedule an appointment
www.greatlakeshd.com
Find us on Facebook!

and many more.
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THE
THE MOTORCYCLE
MOTORCYCLE LAWYER
LAWYER ON
ON THE
THE LAW
LAW
NEW NO-FAULT LAW HAS NOW GONE INTO EFFECT

The new no-fault law has now gone into effect—that was on July
2, 2020. I am still getting all kinds of questions, and as I predicted, there is a lot of confusion. In this article, I thought I would
succinctly state the biggest changes and advise you on how to
protect yourself.
THE TWO BIGGEST CHANGES
1. We now choose the amount of PIP Medical coverage we want
on our “motor vehicles.” This applies to cars, trucks and vans;
NOT motorcycles. We cannot purchase no-fault insurance on
our “motorcycles. “ The ONLY time motorcyclists are entitled to
no-fault benefits is if a “motor vehicle,” again car, truck or van, is
involved in the wreck.
2. A negligent driver, and this could be you or me, can now be
sued for non-covered medical bills. Before the law changed anyone entitled to no-fault benefits received Unlimited Medical so
all bills were paid for life. Because we now choose the amount
of PIP Medical coverage, there will be many crashes where the
victim has unpaid medical bills. This means more risk and more
exposure to all vehicle drivers. The amount of bodily injury coverage you had a year ago is likely not enough to cover this new
exposure.
HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
The short answer is: You protect yourself with purchasing as
much insurance as you can afford given your personal net worth
and income level. Because you now can be sued for medical
bills, you should increase your bodily injury coverage. In turn, if
you chose a different amount of PIP Medical coverage other than
Unlimited, you too could have unpaid medical bills after a vehicle
accident. Therefore, you should purchase more Uninsured Motorist and Under-insured Motorist coverage.
MOTORCYCLISTS SHAFTED UNDER NEW LAW
Motorcyclists have always obtained their no-fault benefits from
the ‘motor vehicle’ involved in the wreck. The worst thing about
the new law is now the biker only gets the amount of PIP Medical that the car driver chose. This could leave the motorcyclist
with huge sums owed for unpaid medical bills. My advice is that
motorcyclists should choose Unlimited PIP Medical on their cars,
trucks and vans because if the ‘motor vehicle’ that was involved
is uninsured, the motorcyclist obtains his PIP Medical (and all nofault benefits) from his or her own car’s policy.
UMBRELLA POLICIES
Furthermore, someone with significant assets or someone
who wants to really make sure they are covered in a crash may
consider purchasing an umbrella policy. Most commonly, an
umbrella policy provides additional bodily injury coverage beyond the specific limits chosen when purchasing your underlying
vehicle policy.
Umbrella policies also cover other things that you own including
motorcycles, ATVs (potentially), boats, recreational vehicles, your
house etc. Envision a huge umbrella that spans the sky. Under
the umbrella is your motorcycle, car, camper, boat and house; it’s
extra bodily injury insurance for all of those things.
UNINSURED MOTORISTS AND UNDER-INSURED MOTORIST
COVERAGE
I always recommend Uninsured Motorist (UM) and Underinsured Motorist (UIM) coverage on all your motor vehicles
and motorcycles. This insurance pays you for your injury if the
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at-fault driver did not have any or enough insurance to compensate you to the full extent of your injury. Now under the
new law there will potentially be unpaid medical bills. UM/UIM
coverage may (always read the policy) pay for your medical bills
that were not covered by PIP Medical. Most umbrella policies
do not have UM or UIM coverage; however, some do. If you do
purchase an umbrella policy, seek out and make sure it has UM
and UIM coverage.
I also always recommend calling an independent insurance
agent that can shop your insurance needs across multiple insurance carriers. If you start having a conversation with the agent
about these specific concepts and they do not have a clue, call
someone else.
Caveat: This is only the basic essence of the law. The law is
very fact dependent and there are many nuances and exceptions depending on the circumstances. Given the limited space,
it is impossible to cover everything. An attorney or insurance
agent must be consulted for your specific situation. This does
not constitute legal advice.
See our FREE 20 page eBook
and my video explanations
-both cover the new law thoroughly and can be found at:
www.877PowerLaw.com.

Plan Your Weddings, Sunset Cruise
And Fishing Charters Aboard
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S
Soul

out of Grand Haven, Michigan

Then a Short Trip Down The
Grand River and You are on
Lake Michigan

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is
a Michigan lawyer specializing
in motorcycle, car, truck, and
road defect accident cases.
He has been known for 25
years as THE Motorcycle
Lawyer and now has a new
phone number and website:

Call:877-Power-Law
Visit: www.877Powerlaw.com

Prices Vary Per Trip

Contact Captain John Fuller

616-822-8510

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Trips Available In Key West Florida
and West Palm Beach Florida!
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yelling
walked
and left and
it there
all night
longthings
Putter
although in a hushed tone,
and they start talking a deal.house,
The ranch
hand home,
screaming.
There’s
beingreplies
brokenback,
and general
and
late into
theagrees
lunchhe’s
hour.
“don’t bust my balls here huh? My wife’s up
short-handed so it’d be up to her to come get the bull,
mayhem when the guy walks
the bar
and man,
is
onback
the inClub’s
veranda
watching
us and I want to
take it to her ranch, keep him
for 2 days
thenYou
return.
he ever torn up and bleeding
from
head
to
toe.
He
slams
Things
Thatand
Make
Go Hmmmm??
get it right”. Handicap yells3 back,
They shake on the deal. SheWhy
tries does
to callyour
her sis,
but so far
moreroom
beerswhen
and asks,
then mate,
is way too far off, you’ll
OB-GYN
leave the
you‘alright“Nah,
forgetwhere
aboutthe
it,hell
that’s
undressed,
only tosays
sit down
in hooker
front of
you
out in the country, had zero get
cell service.
The rancher
this
with
the infectednever
tooth?”
hit her from here”.

and see all you got to see in plain view, when they
return to the room?
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One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a

cemetery plot as a birthday gift
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there
a song about him?

The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

AUGUST 2020 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 15

MotorCYCLe aCCIDent LawYers
Serving Injured Bikers in Michigan for Over 40 Years
MIllIOnS Of DOllarS recOvereD
Low Fee Guarantee…
We care about bikers! Motorcycle accidents almost always
result in severe injury or death. An accident can turn your
life upside down. Mention this ad, and we will handle your
motorcycle accident case for a significantly reduced fee. That
puts more money in your pocket. We don’t pay lip service to
bikers….we deliver real results!

no-FauLt no-Fee…

We care,
because We ride
too!

If you were struck by an automobile, you are entitled to
Michigan No-Fault Benefits, including lifetime medical benefits,
wage loss and attendant care. These benefits are payable
regardless of fault and if you are seriously injured, you may
not even need a lawyer to get your benefits. So why would you
pay a lawyer a fee to collect what is rightfully yours? We will
guide you through the claims process, BUT…unless we have
to file a lawsuit…we will never charge an injured biker a fee
to help them collect the no-fault benefits they deserve. Other
lawyers take 33% of their client’s no-fault benefits, even when
the insurance company is cooperating. We think that’s flat out
WRONG! If your lawyer is taking a cut of your no-fault benefits
every month, call us. WE CAN HELP!

resuLts Matter:
$5.1 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.2 Million for Seriously Injured Passenger
$1.2 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.1 Million (Policy Limit) for Head Injury To Child Passenger
$365,000 for Fractured Leg And Pelvis
$250,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Ankle
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Elbow
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Foot

J a k e waY I nJ u rY Law. C o M / 8 1 0.694.1211

ON THE COVER
Erick Sizemore and Melvin Smith
two lifelong friends from the small town of Harrison, MI.

Growing up riding bikes, it was the love of family and the closeness of friends riding together
that meant the most to these guys. There wasn’t anything they couldn’t fix – whether someone was on the side of
the road or tinkering in the garage, these guys were there to help. Motorcycle repair became a daily event, so opening
a shop just seemed logical.
Kustom Cycle Kreations (KCK) is more than just another motorcycle shop. Erick’s dad owned the shop itself for many
years, there is both history and heritage in these walls. KCK is equipped to handle any year, all makes and models of
motorcycles. The services they offer are extensive and include custom rebuilds, handle bars, oil changes, yearly maintenance and tire repair/replace. From front fender to saddle bags, top to bottom – no job is too big or too small. Both
Erick and Mel have traveled the states and the small town of Harrison has brought them back to do what they love
most and to bring back the art of motorcycle appreciation.

Veterans Freedom Park

OWNERS:
LOCATION:
		
		

ERICK SIZEMORE – MELVIN SMITH
KCK – KUSTOM CYCLE KREATIONS
3676 N. CLARE AVE., HARRISON, MI 48625
989-588-1737 989-944-0186

FB:		
BIKE:		

KUSTOM CYCLE KREATIONS @kustomcyclekreations
2016 STREET GLIDE SPECIAL
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is conveniently located in Central Michigan and is open to all. The park itself not only honors our nation’s heroes but
serves as an educational memorial for students and the public at large. The sacrifices of service men and women are
recognized not only in the many statues and the memorial wall but also throughout the park on the numerous benches
dedicated in honor of loved ones who made the ultimate sacrifice.
The Veterans Freedom Park is centered around a 47 foot long granite wall. Hand engraved into this wall are 301 names
of service men and women who lost their lives from WWII to Present Day – all of whom are from local counties including
Clare, Gladwin, Isabella and Midland. This physical memorial serves to remind to us all of the enormous sacrifices freely
given by those who ask for so little.
Supporting the veterans across America is something Kustom Cycle Kreations (KCK) holds near and dear to their heart.
Not only for the friends and loved ones who have lost their lives, but for the simple reminder of the spirit of the United
States and the freedoms each and every one of us enjoy every day. The feel of the tires on the open highway, the sound
of the motor echoing in the wind, the majestic scenery surrounding a rider on every single adventure – these moments
represent freedom to Erick and Mel and to motorcyclists everywhere. KCK honors our veterans – We Ride for Them.

EMAIL:
vet.free.park@gmail.com
Veterans Freedom Park
225 E. Main St.
Harrison, MI 48625
989-539-3273

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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TRMI EVENTS CALENDAR 2020
Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com. Bike Nights are listed in their ads .
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of Thunder Roads MI - please patronize our advertisers.
To help you make decisions about large events during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, go to cdc.gov for health guidelines and
be sure to contact the event to make sure it has not been cancelled.

August

September

August 2
10th & Final The Last Hoorah
Kevin “Moses” Memorial Ride
Museum of Moses, 9979 S. 8 Mile Rd (Vogel Center),
McBain, MI. Festivities 10 am-1 pm only, donations
only, food, fun, prizes, 50/50. Museum is closing
Aug 30th. For more info go to museumofmoses.com

September 2-6
16th Annual Freedom Fest
Iron Horse Bar & Grill, Akron, MI. Music fest live
bands & dj’s, charity bike run Sunday, hog roast, vendors, free rustic camping, beer tent, 50/50, no cover
all weekend, vendors contact Rich 989-551-5440. For
more info and updates go to Ironhorse Bar & Grill
Facebook page.

August 7-16
80th Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, SD.
August 15
Legion Riders Fun Run
American Legion Post 239, Crump, MI. Regis 9 amnoon, return by 5 pm, meal to follow, 115-130 mile
ride. For more info call Kathy 989-879-2386

September 11 & 12
West Michigan Freedom Cruise
9/11concert (Time TBD) at Founders Brewing in Grand
Rapids, 9/12 (Time TBD) portrait unveiling Sparta
High School Parking Lot and 30 mile honor ride procession in Sparta, MI. For more info go to freedomcruisegr.com

September 12 & 13
Lucky Thumb Motorcycle Races State Championships
August 15 & 16 (Rescheduled from original
7394 Bevens Road, Deford, MI. Saturday Short Track
dates of 1 & 2)
3-5-7, Sunday TT Scrambles 8-10-12. 9/19 & 9/20
Lucky Thumb Motorcycle Races
7394 Bevens Road, Deford, MI. Saturday Short Track Rain Dates. For more info go to LuckyThumbMotorcycleClub.com (See ad this issue)
3-5-7, Sunday TT Scrambles 8-10-12. For more info
go to LuckyThumbMotorcycleClub.com (See ad this
issue)
EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!!
August 29-30
25th Annual Vintage Motorcycle Show &
2 Day Swap Meet
Gilmore Car Museum, Hickory Corners, MI. Sat swap
only, Sun show & swap 9 am – 4 pm, rain or shine.
Regis or for more info go to GilmoreCarMuseum.org
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Increase your attendance by posting your event in Thunder Roads
Magazine of Michigan. All Advertised Events in our Magazine will have
their event Posted on the Pull-Out Calendar (specific issues) and your
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder Roads Events Calendar of the
Magazine. (Call about our Special Discounts for Ads for Charity Based
Events) To get your event listed in Thunder Roads Magazine and on our web
site, send the information to:
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com
Event information must be received prior to the 10th of the month preceding
the event month to be posted in the magazine.Remember to call ahead before
planning to attend any event as the information/dates may change. Thunder
Roads is NOT responsible for errors or omissions.
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Biker
Preacher’s
Corner
Across the street from where I live there is an empty house, as the
family that use to live there has moved out. The issue is that there
are piles of trash bags, old toys, broken furniture, etc. and, I’m assuming, the property owner has had to bring in two roll off dumpsters and a crew to clean up the outside of the house and the inside
as well. Now, I understand that hard times hit everyone and I’m
definitely not trying to slight the nice family that moved out. Yet I’m
going to use this as an illustration for this month’s article as the stuff
that was left for the property owners to deal with got me thinking.  
How many times do we as people leave ‘piles of trash’ behind when
we move out of one relationship to the next, from one job to the
next, from one church to the next?
Now I know hurt people hurt people and I know offended people
offend people. But there is right way and a wrong way to “move on”.
This month I want to help everyone with 3 simple guidelines to make
a change in your life.
First is to make a humble and honest assessment of your life,
decisions and situation. To be humble means to think of others better then yourself and to be honest is to make careful and
complete assessments of your own successes and failures in the
relationship, job, etc. We have to be brutally honest with ourselves
before we can be honest with others.
Next we have to Forgive others who have done us wrong. Jesus
said in Matthew 6:14 “For if you forgive people their wrongdoing, your heavenly Father will forgive you as well. (HCSB). So,
the question to ask yourself in this situation is – Do you want to be
forgiven too? So, we must forgive others who have done us wrong
and then to go a little deeper we will find that there is always a
person that seems to go unforgiven… ourselves.
And finally, Repent/Apologies.  Let me just say that there are no
perfect people in this world – the only one to ever walk this planet
was Jesus Christ. So to be honest with ourselves, and others, is
to recognize that we have made mistakes, bad judgments and bad
decisions which caused us to hurt others. To recognize this and
then go to those people and apologize is so important to heal broken
relationships.
Getting back to my illustration – when we are not humble and honest, we will not forgive others and we will not repent for hurting others. This leaves garbage behind for others to clean up – this leaves
unresolved issues, unresolved hurts and offenses behind which if
left unresolved will only draw in the rodents that spread decease in
other people’s lives.
Be quick, in humble honesty, to forgive and repent – restoring friendship and brotherhood.

Track Side food & spirits
9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

bike night
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Much Love, Honor & Respect,
Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & Founder
Victory Biker Church International
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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IN THE SHOP WITH RON

by Ron Johnson

Hopefully everyone has had a bit of time to enjoy
this beautiful (so far) Michigan summer. Although
several events have been canceled or postponed
there is still plenty to do and the weather to do it. In
an earlier article we showcased some new equipment we added to the shop so this month we are
going to attempt to demonstrate some of it in action. This month in the shop we will be replacing
the front tire on a 2000 H-D Wide Glide. It has a 21
inch, chrome, spoked wheel with tube. Whenever
I replace tires on spoked wheels I always replace
the tube and rim band at the same time.
The first step after removing the tire and wheel
from the motorcycle is to remove the valve core
from the stem and allow all the air to escape. Next
we need to break the bead of tire loose from the
rim. There are probably as many ways to do this
as there are tires on the road. We are going to use
our new rim clamp machine that has a powered
spade which works well.

KEEPING THINGS BALANCED

show up well with tire on. The jaws on these
clamps are made of neoprene so they won’t damage even the most sensitive rim and they grip the
very outside surface. Now we can move the duckbill into place and align it with the rim.

Now to the balancer. We mount the wheel to the
balancer using the correct size cones to fit the
inner race of the wheel bearings and spacers to
allow wheel to be secured to machine and lock
safety arms in place and enter wheel dimensions.
Next we push the start button and give it a spin.
The machine automatically spins the wheel and
stops and shows how much weight it needs and
where to put it.

Next step is to mount rim in rim clamps.

THUNDER
FUN

Let the past make you Better, Not Bitter. -Unknown
With the duckbill in place and using a tire iron we
can position the bead for removal. With the first
bead removed from the rim we can remove the
tube and the repeat the process to remove the
other bead from the rim. When installing the new
tire make sure the rotation is correct and the balancing mark is lined up with valve stem.

Install the specified amount of weight in the right
location.

Work out your own salvation. Do Not Depend on others.
–Scott Baseler
Fight Anger with Non Anger. -Unknown
No matter how difficult the past, you can always begin
again today. –Jack Kornfield
Do not let the behavior of others destroy your inner
peace. –Dalai Lama

After installing the correct amount of weight in the
right place (in this case we need 1 and ¾ ounces),
give it a final spin and it should show 0.

Three things cannot be long hidden: the sun, the moon,
and the truth. -Buddha

Motorcycle Quotes & Sayings
Put valve stem through rim and loosely install nut
on stem and install the second bead. Now we can
put air in the tire and make sure the beads seat on
the rim correctly. Don’t install valve stem until absolutely sure both beads seated properly. Sometimes you may have to push the bead back down
to the center of rim and re-seat beads and always
use plenty of lube. Air tire to manufacturer’s specs
with valve core installed.

“The perfect man? A poet on a motorcycle.” -Lucinda
Williams
RIDE SAFE RIDE OFTEN
WE SHARE YOUR PASSION
RON

“Never ride faster than your guardian angel can fly.”
-Anonymous
“Animals travel on all fours. Mankind on two.
Motorcycling is not a means of transport but an
ideology, a nomadic way of life.” -Amit Reddy
“Most motorcycle problems are caused by the nut that
connects the handlebars to the saddle.” -Anonymous
“If you don’t ride in the rain, you don’t ride.”
-Anonymous

This picture is out of sequence because I wanted
to show how the clamps grip the rim and it didn’t

NOT POLITICALLY
CORRECT

Inspiration

The installation is basically just the opposite. Put
the first bead over the rim then carefully install the
tube making sure there are no twists or kinks.

When breaking down the tire with this set up start
approximately 180 degrees from, or opposite the
valve stem. This will help prevent damage to the
tire pressure sensor if present. Usually you will
have to rotate the wheel and break the bead in
a few places until the bead is loose all the way
around. Repeat the same process for the other
side of the tire. When using a spade like this make
sure it doesn’t contact the rim or damage will occur.

Jody“Mo’s”

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Hello Fellow Riders,
I hope you are out riding and have not let our insurance dilemma
dampen your free spirit (God knows the Covid situation has done
that). If you haven’t talked to your insurance agent yet DO IT or give
Dondi Vesprini a call, he explains our insurance dilemma very well
in the Abate magazine Michigan Rider (free plug). With the primary
elections around the corner August 4th and general November 3rd
your choices this year are very critical. As a rider I try to stay informed
about the motorcycle laws and changes being made as much as possible and would do what’s best for everyone involved. Now how about
some GOOD, BAD and the UGLY. The GOOD - Motorcycle fatalities
are down 3rd year in a row (yeah). The BAD - The state screwed the
pooch again and fired the firm that promoted motorcycle awareness
and has done nothing to promote safety. The UGLY - Where’s the
money Madam Secretary of State for the fund and why is motorcycle
awareness not being promoted? As the November elections draw
closer I see our Governor using her (Illegal) Executive Order power to
shut down in person voting and forcing us to mail in vote. This could
lead to massive voting FRAUD (I hope I am wrong). So buckle up, this
election should be interesting if nothing else. Remember we are the
land of the free because of the brave so be brave and vote (ok I will
stop now). As always be Safe and God Bless.
As for my campaign I am still asking for support from the biker community especially in the 5th Congressional District (Genesee, Tuscola,
Saginaw, Bay, Arenac, Iosco) please pass the word to help support a
fellow rider in this election. Send a biker to Washington to fight for your
riding rights, if you want more information about me or to donate go to
EarlLackieForCongress.com
Be Safe and May God Bless You.
Earl Lackie
Candidate For Congress 5th Congressional District
EarlLackieForCongress.com

Earllackieforcongress.com
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Pick up your FREE copy of Thunder Roads Magazine at any one of these
locations or any business with an ad in this issue. Thank you to all of our
supporters for making Thunder Roads Michigan’s #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.

WARNING!

DEALERS & SERVICE

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058
269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI
CURRENT ENDORSEMENT REQUIRED
Take your Riding to the Next Level,
Learn from Certified Police Motorcycle
Instructors.
www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com
248-855-4444

MC PARTS & SERVICE

It is the eve of the fourth of July and I am so pissed that
I can hardly contain myself. I knew the infusion of Marxist
doctrine was bad but never imagined that it would go this
far without somebody putting their foot down hard on the
necks of the leaders of the rebellion. Instead we have
local politicians sanctioning lawless behavior by refusing
to allow police and National Guard personnel to do a job
they are trained for, restoring order and protecting the
public. Even worse are the nanny state fiats that have
canceled Independence Day celebrations for the vast
majority of communities coast to coast. Under the guise
of concern for public health little Fuhrers have canceled a
holiday that has been fittingly celebrated, according to the
founders since July 1776.
The world quickly found out that this fledgling nation
was not going to be pushed around when, unlike the rest
of the known world, Jefferson refused to pay tribute to
the Barbary pirates. The North African coast was ruled
by a theocracy which declared war on the US and the
result the first ass kicking on foreign soil for the Navy and
Marine Corp to protect American interests. But following
the War of 1812, the celebration of American freedom
took on new meaning because this fledgling nation was
tested in blood on our soil by what was considered the
greatest military in the world. Think about it, on August
24, 1814 as the Marine Band played, Washington DC
was evacuated. Soon thereafter the British proceeded to
burn the capital building and president’s mansion to the
ground. One month later, September 24th, Francis Scott
Key, who was being held hostage aboard a British Frigate, penned a poem about the around the clock defense
of Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor. As the morning sun
rose the British expected to see a white flag of surrender flying above fortress, instead they were greeted by
the shouts the patriot defenders standing on top of the
parapets cheering Old Glory as she waved in the morning
breeze. That very flag hangs in the Smithsonian to this
day, it’s tattered and torn and covered with the grime of
war and has on more than one occasion been referred as
little more than a rag but to real Americans it represents
the heart of patriotism.
Since then our independence has been put to the test
on battle fields all over the world for the most part to advance the cause of freedom, with an occasional fool’s errand to protect business interest of politically well-heeled
industrialists. We fought a war among ourselves to
secure the freedoms embodied in the Constitution for all
citizens regardless of race, creed or color. A war so hor24 AUGUST 2020 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN

rific that the death count of some battles exceeded the
total number killed in both wars that secured our freedoms. American blood staining American soil and it still
took more than a century of strife and working forward to
that “more perfect union” emblazoned in the Preamble
of the Constitution.
Many of you are probably wondering where I am going with this, so here is the nugget I want you to take
away and think about. Everything we (you) have and
all that we (you) own is up for grabs and I damn sure
don’t see anybody doing anything about it. Marxism,
no matter what some head up their ass college professor might think, is neither freedom nor equality. Communist leaders like Lenin, Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot, and the
Castro brothers murdered millions to establish absolute
control over their people; and still they failed. Collective
living does not work because settling for scraps is not
a natural part of human existence, but still they try, and
innocent people die. But that is not what is being taught
to our children, honesty is not the strong suit of totalitarianism and pompous, self-absorbed, ill-intentioned
indoctrinators are allowed to strut around school campuses spewing their gray-water bilge unchallenged because they and their ilk have been able to silence voices
of dissent by imposing speech code which, according
to academia, becomes hate speech when it disagrees
with their particular dogma. Skew the input and you can
control the minds of the masses, at least for a while, and
twisting truth has become a joint effort between higher
education, the media and America hating politicians
with a few billionaires thrown in. These are the impetus
behind the destruction of statues and memorials, not so
much because the images are offensive as they represent a visual context to question what is being taught.
That is the real threat.
Patriots bleed red white and blue no matter the pigment of their skin and more and more patriots are fed
up with this new normal as introduced by Barak Obama.
Frankly, I liked the old normal much better, you know the
one where churches and businesses were open, teachers taught reading, writing and arithmetic, educators
developed critical thinking in young minds. Felons went
to prison, murderers and traitors went to the gallows,
and if you were that unhappy with this country you fled
north and became Canadian. How bad has it gotten, I
have a dollar that says this is the last fourth of July some
asshole decides they are smarter than free and independent people. And all the believers said AMEN!
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Bad Pig Customs
1806 E 9 Mile Rd
Hazel Park, MI
248-544-7447
Parts-Service-Maintenance
Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave
Roseville, MI 48066
1-800-505-0258
Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric
E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46
Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR
Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840
www.huntshogshop.com
Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE
Like us on Facebook
Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C
Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180
Like us on Facebook
Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148
www.reflectionscustomcycles.com
TTBAD Customs
Motorcycle Metal Works
Service, Upgrades, Custom Bodywork
Painting, Fabrication, Detailing
by Appt. 5912 Mulliken Rd, Charlotte
517-983-9327
MOTORCYCLE GROUPS
ABATE
To Join:
www.abateofmichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join

BARS & RESTAURANTS
10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.
Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595
Bike Night Tuesday
702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesdays
Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave
Baldwin, MI 49304
Live Music- Famous Bloody Marys
Bike Night Wednesday
Beer & Brats Bar & Grill
4562 N. Eastman Rd
Midland, MI 48642
989-835-9238
Homemade Brats
Bike Nights Tuesday
Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387
Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd
Elwell, MI 48832
Year-Round Ride Card
Check in’s
Hell Saloon
4095 Patterson Lake Rd
Hell, MI 48169
734-648-0669
Booze, Beats & Eats
McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd
New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!
www.McNastysSaloon.com

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St
St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851
Bike Night Every Wednesday
Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave
Wixom, MI 48393
248-449-9667
www.stingersbarwixom.com
LOANS & FINANCING
Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org
LODGING & CAMPING
Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23
Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818
Fox River Motel
1588 W Highway M28
Seney, MI 49883
906-499-3332
Biker Owned
Oscoda Area
Convention Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI
1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com
LEATHER & REPAIR
Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI. 49091 / 269-651-2464
INSURANCE
Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
www.safeguardtricity.com
Biker Owned
LEGAL SERVICES
Jakeway Injury Law
Motorcycle Accident Lawyers
810-694-1211
Jakewayinjurylaw.com
Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
The Motorcycle Lawyer
Free Legal Advice
877-Power-Law
Visit: www.877PowerLaw.com
No Win/No Fee Promise

PARTY STORES & MORE
Museum of “MOSES”
Vintage Harley Collection
A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store
Located 8 miles east of McBain, MI
(Vogel Center) museumofmoses.com
FUNERAL SERVICES
Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,
Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273
CHURCHES
Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd
Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org
810-247-6332
REALTORS
Mi Choice Realty
Rhonda Cerone
C: 734-819-0026
rhondacerone@gmail.com
Serving All of Southeastern MI
CUSTOM PAINTING
James the Pinstriper
Also specializing in
Lettering, Signs, Gold Leafing,
Murals & More
248-821-1199
Alpha6corporationcom
VEHICLE RUSTPROOFING
Henderson Brothers Rustproofing
Since 1962
402 E. Lyon, Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOUR
BUSINESS LISTED AND RECEIVE
THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN
MAGAZINES PLEASE MAIL A CHECK
FOR $150
(FOR A 6 MONTH LISTING) TO:
THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN, PO BOX
1782 MIDLAND, MI 48641-1782

