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YOUR BOSS’S RETIREMENT PARTY

Protect your escape with Progressive.
Progressive knows that the best part of any event is leaving on your bike.

That’s why we offer comprehensive and collision coverage for your bike and more. 
See if you could save by switching to America’s #1 motorcycle insurer.
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The opinions expressed in any articles are those of the author, and not 
necessarily that of Thunder Roads of Michigan, its owner or its employees.
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I am very happy to announce that Thunder Roads Michigan will 
be going back to publishing monthly, year-round.  Also, I am super 
excited to announce a new partnership with ReasonsToRide.
com. This partnership is huge! Correspondingly, this will give the 
magazine a big boost into the social media and digital world that 
society lives in.   
My gratitude to be part of this extraordinary accomplishment is 
thanks to Derek Smith. Derek Smith is the owner of Thunder Roads 
Ohio, and he has teamed up with me on this exciting venture.  
Thunder Roads Ohio is the most successful magazine in the 
Thunder Roads network. I have always been impressed with their 
ideas, ability to dominate the motorcycle magazine/digital industry. 
Thunder Roads Ohio is a force that continues to grow and grow, 
despite any outer obstacles, like a pandemic.  We are working to 
incorporate new features and approaches, both within the magazine 
and online – AND out on the road as we add new events and 
opportunities for riders.
After announcing this incredible partnership, if you are 
interested in advertising your business, or becoming part of 
the team, we’d love to hear from you!  I’d invite you to check 
out ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.  There you’ll be able to find 
information on how you can easily join the Thunder Roads 
Network and offer our magazines to your customers.  You can also 
post upcoming events online and have them show up in future 
magazines.  Furthermore, we can also help with hosting upcoming 
shows, or bringing the Thunder Roads Crew to your stop! 
We are currently looking for locations to host BIKE SHOWS, 
TATTOO PARTIES, and RIDE STOPS all across Michigan.  Email 
us TODAY, if you’re interested.  Events@ReasonsToRide.com
We all know today’s society is aimed towards digital media. Even 
though it is aimed towards digital means, I will still be publishing 
hard copies of the magazine. Have no fear because I understand 
we all love to hold these physically in our possession!  Be on the 
lookout for Thunder Roads Michigan like you have never seen 
it before.  We are just getting started… get on board with your 
business and save extra for signing up now; even if it’s just a 
business subscription, which is only $20 per month!
I appreciate my loyal advertisers and readers’ support, thanks to 
you, Thunder Roads Magazine is still MICHIGAN’S MOTORCYCLE 
MAGAZINE! 
Riders can also subscribe directly online. Be certain not to miss 
a single issue!  You can subscribe to Thunder Roads Magazine 
of Michigan; subscribe today for only $35 (12 issues) at www.
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com or mail check / money order to PO 
Box 1782 in Midland, MI 48641-1782.
Now for some “Mo” Advice:  
This one comes from Nick H-D 
mechanic, so funny:
I am definitely not that smart for 
there to be this many people to 
be dumber than me!
See you out on the Road!
“Jody Mo”
Publisher of Thunder Roads Michigan

STATE OWNER / PUBLISHER 

Jody Mohowitsch 
P.O. Box 1782, Midland, MI 48641-1782

Cell 989-615-5757 / Fax 866-678-2423

 JodyMohowitsch@gmail.com 
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Contact Jody Mo for More Info!

Big News…
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The
Positive
Shift

The Next Time You See a Penny,  
Think About Your Worth…
It had been a challenging morning.  I grabbed a coffee 
and was given change back. I clenched the change in my 
hand and looked for a bench to sit on. As I opened my 
hand, the change had now imprinted in my palm, and I 
noticed how different the four pennies were.  There was 
a shiny penny, discolored penny, indented penny and the 
fourth penny looked older and dingy, but was still in good 
condition.  
Thinking about how pennies can be like people 
sometimes I pondered this thought.  Some pennies have 
an easy “life” because they’re all shiny and haven’t been 
though much yet. Then you get the dirty ones, and you 
know that they’ve been through a lot, particularly, the 
ones who have indents or scrapes.  The pennies that 
are between the shiny and totally dirty have had some 
hardships, but maybe they’ve been cleaned up. It’s just 
like people, some of us are shiny and some of us are dirty 
and beaten up, and some have brushed themselves off 
and now hold their heads up high from their past.
How many times have you felt like “I’m one of those 
dirty pennies in the gutter” and you don’t know how to 
get back to feeling shinny? Some situations can really 
put us through some tough challenges, struggles, and 
heartaches and even push us to the point of thinking 
some seriously ugly thoughts. As much as we don’t like 
going through failure, struggles, falling down, sometimes 
it truly does make us stronger.How you handle each 
situation and outcome, is on you.  Just like an indented 
penny, some will leave scares on you, but can shine right 
up when you brush yourself off and keep going.
The next time you see a penny, ask yourself which one 
you are you, and what you are willing to settle for, or how 
you are going to shine yourself up? No one is better than 
you, and you have the same worth!
Until then, you can’t lead a positive life, by staying as a 
dirty penny. Shine Bright!

~ Stacie René

www.stacierene.com | email:  stacie@stacierene.com | Office: 248-660-0464 

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits
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As Told By 
THE IRON COWBOY

Thunder Roads Michigan Offers EXPANDED  
ON-LINE Ride Registration and Ticket Sales
Powered by ReasonsToRide.com

FREE RIDE REGISTRATION OFFERED 
FOR VETERANS EVENTS IN 2022!
TRO and ReasonsToRide.com will be offering FREE RIDER 
REGISTRATION for a limited number of charitable rides 
benefiting VETERANS and related causes in 2022.  With 
the support of corporate sponsors and THE WARRIOR 
FUND, we can help cover a portion or possibly even all 
of the advance costs and allow your organization to focus 
on running the event itself – and we can handle all of the 
registration concerns!  It couldn’t be any easier!  Sign up 
TODAY to take advantage of this opportunity before the 
slots are all taken.
Email us for more information at  
Events@ReasonsToRide.com

ReasonsToRide.com is a collaboration 
between regional motorcycle magazines 
such as Thunder Roads Michigan (TRM), 
promoters, and industry leaders in the 
online community.  Together we are able 
to offer unprecedented opportunities for 
both riders and those looking to connect 
with them.  
If you haven’t been there already, I’d 
invite you to check out our new website.  
www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com  If 
you have your smartphone out, you can 
simply point the camera at the QR code 
thing here.  That will create a direct link to 
our website.
From our page – you’ll be able to see 
upcoming motorcycle events all across 
Michigan.  Clicking on the event, you can 
go directly to their website or Facebook 
page.  In some cases, you’ll also be able 
to register right there for the ride or get 
tickets for the events.  All on the same 
page.  It couldn’t be easier – for you as a 
rider or for those hosting the events.
If you’re hosting an event – you can enter it directly through the 
website and it will show up both online and in the magazine!  How 
cool is that?!  We charge a nominal fee for commercial events 
and we simply ask for a $1 donation for non-profit organization 
and charitable events.  You can kick things up with feature spots 
or additional online banner ads or ads in the magazines – but 
that’s up to you.  In most cases you can do a basic listing for just 
$20 – to reach THOUSANDS of riders!  You can go directly to the 
event submission by entering – www.reasonstoride.com/submit-
event/  (or scan the QR code below for “SUBMIT YOUR EVENT”)
You can also subscribe to the magazine, order gear, and even 
order advertising within the magazine through the website – it 
couldn’t be easier.
You can also view past issues of Thunder Roads Michigan online 
as well, all from your phone, tablet, or desktop!

JOIN THE THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN CREW!
We have exciting NEW OPPORTUNITIES for those interested 
in working with the Michigan riding community! Join the team 
as a REP or Contributor - or come help us at events! Lots of 
options and you can make some extra cash, doing what you 
love - with all of them! Message us here or email us at Info@
ReasonsToRide.com

Thunder Roads Michigan is now 
POWERED by ReasonsToRide.com
Online resources add a new dimension to TRM 
and even more options for those serving the riding 



WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COMWWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM  7   THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 7   THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN

Follow us on Facebook at THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN 
for updates, photos, and more - updated DAILY.
www.facebook.com/ThunderRoadsMichigan

Thunder Roads Michigan Offers EXPANDED  
ON-LINE Ride Registration and Ticket Sales
Powered by ReasonsToRide.com

FREE RIDE REGISTRATION OFFERED 
FOR VETERANS EVENTS IN 2022!
TRO and ReasonsToRide.com will be offering FREE RIDER 
REGISTRATION for a limited number of charitable rides 
benefiting VETERANS and related causes in 2022.  With 
the support of corporate sponsors and THE WARRIOR 
FUND, we can help cover a portion or possibly even all 
of the advance costs and allow your organization to focus 
on running the event itself – and we can handle all of the 
registration concerns!  It couldn’t be any easier!  Sign up 
TODAY to take advantage of this opportunity before the 
slots are all taken.
Email us for more information at  
Events@ReasonsToRide.com

ReasonsToRide.com (RtR) and Thunder Roads Michigan is now 
offering the ability to include RIDER REGISTRATION as part of your 
online event listings and magazine ads.  This allows riders to simply 
and easily sign up for your event without ever leaving the website – 
and without having to register on-site the day of the event.    
Pre-registration allows you to more accurately plan for your event 
by having a listing of participants already committed and invested in 
it.  Pre-registration also helps protect your ride from cloudy days that 
might also have people staying home, but will choose to still come out 
since they are already pre-paid.
RtR is also able to offer RIDE SHIRTS and PATCHES as part of the 
pre-registration process as well.  Shirts are a great way to promote 
your event and offer more value to those participating.  With advance 
sales and riders indicating what size shirts they need – you’ll also 
avoid having to invest in unwanted shirts.  It’s also a great way to 
eliminate the risk of adding additional items such as patches or pins.  
You can offer them as “add-on” sales with your advance registration 
and in many cases pre-sell enough to cover your cost before you 
even have to place the order to get them made.
RtR can also help develop graphics and promotional materials – 
including posters and cards to professionally represent your ride.  
This helps with sponsorships and encourages ride participation.
PRO TIP: You can add QR codes to your posters and event 
ads that take riders directly to YOUR unique registration page 
through Thunder Roads – even on the day of the event! 
You can also create signs with these 
QR codes to display on-site the day of 
the event.  For Iron Pony’s RIDE FOR 
THE RHINOS – event organizers were 
able to use display stands with the QR 
codes and easy instructions for riders 
to register online even on the morning 
of the ride.  This expedited the process 
incredibly and allowed well over 1,000 
participants to easily check-in with 
possibly half as many volunteers 
involved.

NOW SCOUTING THUNDER RUN STOPS!
We are actively scouting Ride Stops for the upcoming 2022 
THUNDER RUN - Powered by ReasonsToRide.com With 
a totally new format, featuring digital check-in’s and MORE 
PRIZES, MORE STOPS! Riders will have a chance to win 
numerous MOTORCYCLES and HUNDREDS of PRIZES 
just by riding to great stops and cool events all across 
MICHIGAN and the MIDWEST!
If you’re interested in being a stop - get in touch ASAP! 
We are out scouting stops and meeting with folks TODAY! 
You can message us on Facebook or email us at Info@
ReasonsToRide.com

Scan this QR code with your smartphone 
to access more information on using TRM 
for your next RIDE, Concert, Swap Meet, 
or other event.

FREE RIDE REGISTRATION OFFERED FOR 
VETERANS EVENTS IN 2022!
TRM and ReasonsToRide.com will be offering FREE 
RIDER REGISTRATION for a limited number of 
charitable rides benefiting VETERANS and related 
causes in 2022.  With the support of corporate 
sponsors and THE WARRIOR FUND, we can help 
cover a portion or possibly even all of the advance 
costs and allow your organization to focus on 
running the event itself – and we can handle all of 
the registration concerns!  It couldn’t be any easier!  
Sign up TODAY to take advantage of this opportunity 
before the slots are all taken.
Email us for more information at  
Events@ReasonsToRide.com
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RREEADERS RIDESADERS RIDES
My name is Jerry and I am a USMC 

Vet and I love riding my Harley.  It is 

a 2004 Harley-Davidson Softail Deuce.  

I enjoy going for rides with my brother 

and friends.  We like to go to the 

local bike events to help support the 

community.  We also like to help them 

with setting up the rides and especially 

ones that have anything to do with 

helping veterans.  I enjoy attending 

rallies and entering my bike in the 

shows.  I am very proud to be a USMC 

vet and my custom Softail Deuce.  

Just to name a few of the custom 

features on it: air ride, LED lights, 

stereo, drag bars, digital speedo, Vance 

& Hines pipes, custom painted out of 

Wisconsin, custom seat by Bone A Fied 

Upholstery, lots of chrome and more.
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Preparing for 2022 Riding Season 

Welcome back, hope you all are doing well, if not, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out for help.

I’m so ready for the riding season here in Michigan, actually I 
was ready 4 months ago LOL.  I want to remind everyone before 
they go start up their bike that there are a few things you need 
to remember to do.  First off, if you have been storing check for 
small animals or debris that may have gotten in somewhere they 
shouldn’t have.  If you didn’t treat your fuel with a fuel stabilizer 
you might want to drain it.  Change the oil and check all fluids.  
Inspect the Battery and check all electrical system.  Examine the 
controls.  Clean and lubricate chain, if it is belt driven ensure the 
belt is adjusted properly.  Check brake pads and levers.  Check 
Tires, tread and tire pressure.  Inspect the spark plugs, let the 
engine run for a few minutes and listen for any strange noises.  
Check for loose bolts such as motor mounts, swingarm, axle, 
steering head fasteners, wheel balance and suspension. Also 
check the air pressure in the shocks for a comfortable ride.  After 
performing a quick preventative maintenance on your motorcycle 
it’s ready to ride, so enjoy your ride and be safe out there.  

How to Deal with Veteran’s with PTSD

What is PTSD?  (Posttraumatic Stress Disorder) is a mental 
health problem that some people develop after experiencing 
or witnessing a life-threatening event, like combat, a natural 
disaster, or sexual assault.  It’s normal to have upsetting 
memories, feel on edge, or have trouble sleeping after this type 
of event. It may be hard to do normal daily activities, to include 
spending time with people they care about.  Most people start to 
feel better after a few weeks or months. If it’s been longer than a 
few months you may have PTSD.

What are some of the symptoms of PTSD?  There are four 
symptoms:  reliving the event (nightmares, flashbacks, pr 
triggers), avoiding situations that remind you of the event, 
negative changes or feelings, feeling keyed up (hyper arousal).  
Remember symptoms’ may not be the same for everyone. There 
are many different treatments for many different people some can 
get rid of the symptoms altogether, others have fewer symptoms 
and others never get rid of them, but they learn to deal with it.

This is something I really need to address since so many 
veterans have PTSD or anxiety issues and there are so many 
people who have never been around or had to deal with someone 
with these issues. First and foremost, we are not proud or happy 
that we have this issue and most of the time we shut ourselves 
off from people due to it.  But if you do have or know a veteran 
that is dealing with either or both of these please “LISTEN” If 
your veteran wants to talk about what they saw or experienced, 
encourage them to do so, but MAINTAIN a non-judgmental 
attitude as you listen, and be sure to give your full attention.  If 
you want to ask questions keep them unintrusive.  Don’t ask if 
they have killed anyone. Don’t ask them to put it behind them. 
Don’t snap, even if they snap… go beyond by saying “Thank you 
for your service”, most of them are going through a lot so they 

VETERANS VETERANS 
     CORNER     CORNER

would rather hear “Thank you for your Service, how can I help 
you? That way it gives the civilians a way to find out how they can 
get help if possible.  Also, understand one thing if they do have 
an episode be understanding and don’t take it personal.  They 
are struggling so hard not to have this episode especially around 
people they love or know.  It’s hard enough for the veteran to be 
around people at times so try to make them feel comfortable and 
try to stay away from confrontational situations or issues.  If you 
do find a veteran that needs help don’t hesitate to reach out and 
provide them with information such as encouraging them to go 
to the VA for care, or connect them with the Veterans Crisis Line 
(800) 273-8255 or 211, or reach out to a family member or friend 
that can help or talk them down.  There are so many rumors and 
myths about veterans and PTSD.  After I had an episode around 
the holidays and how the person dealt with it -even though they 
were aware of it, not only upset me that it happened, but also 
upset me that they didn’t handle it in a proper manner. So I’m 
asking all family and friends to be considerate and understanding 
and remember one thing don’t take it personally…

RIDE SAFE AND ENJOY THE 
RIDE!!!!
SHARON K. HARVEY
(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF   “RED”

Sponsored by:
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SHARON K. HARVEY
(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF   “RED”

•  2 or 4 Handlebar Speakers
•  Oversized 15oz Magnet for Improved 
 Low End Response
•  Water Resistant Speaker Housings
•  Black or Chrome Versions Available

Handlebar SpeakersHandlebar SpeakersHandlebar Speakers

1005 N. Fancher • Mt. Pleasant MI 48895
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Meet Pamela Constantine, the winner of Jason 
Waechter’s THE Motorcycle Lawyer sm $10,000 give away.  
After a crazy Covid filled 2020, we wanted to do something 
special for Michigan motorcyclists in 2021.  We came up 
with a sweepstakes giving away a brand-new motorcycle 
worth $10,000 or $10,000 in cash.

Following the 
sweepstakes, we put 
all the entries into 
a random-picker- 
program, and Ms. 
Constantine was the 
lucky winner.  After 
the initial,” Are you 
kidding?  Is this a 
joke?”, Pamela along 
with her dog Barook, 
came into our office 
and picked up her 
check.  We made an 
‘adorable dog video’, 
which you can now 
check out on the Win-
a-Motorcycle page 
on our website, www.
MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com 

Although, $10,000 giveaway is substantial for a small 
business, we thought the giveaway was a novel idea., How 
can we make the $10,000 Motorcycle giveaway better 
in 2022?  Well, in preparation for 2022, our team was 
bouncing around initiatives, and someone said, “Double 
Down!”      

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

NEW $20,000 MOTORCYCLE GIVEAWAY!
In order to double the value of the motorcycle, we 

teamed up with a group called The National Academy 
of Motorcycle Injury Lawyers. This year, our office will 
be giving away a brand-new motorcycle of the winner’s 
choice up to $20,000. To enter and for the Official Rules, 
visit our website: www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW
WE ARE DOUBLING DOWN IN 2022
Win a New $20,000 Motorcycle!

Attorney Jason Waechter 
is nationally known as THE 
Motorcycle Lawyer sm. His 
Michigan law firm specializes 
in handling motorcycle 
accident cases.  He has 
secured multiple million-dollar 
settlements, verdicts, and 
awards for his clients over the 
past 26 years. Call attorney 
Waechter for free advice or 

free case evaluation at:
1-877-Biker-Law or visit  

www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com

CHECK OUT OUR NEW 
MOTORCYCLE LAWYER VAN

Our Motorcycle Lawyer Truck 
you have seen at events for 
ten years finally broke down.  It 
was expensive to repair, so we 
decided it was time for a new 
one.  We wanted it to be badass 
and turn heads.  For weeks, we 
worked with a graphic artist to 
design an innovative black matte 
wrap which was installed by 
Tommy and Kevin of FastSigns 
in Brighton, Michigan.  We 
highly recommend them.  Check 
out the van:
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My Fellow Patriots and Riders,

It’s the beginning of summer, don’t forget to check your bikes 
and gear to make sure everything is up to par (that pun was 
for the golfers).
On the political front it’s a mess to say the least. We have some 
Die Hard supporters for one candidate or another, some with 
good reason, some not. If you point out a reason not to vote 
for someone you get called a liar or at the least misinformed. 
I try to stay away from mudslinging, but I still believe (and 
this is just my opinion) we need a well rounded, Patriotic 
Candidate that can relate to the people of Michigan. What 
I mean by well rounded is someone with life’s experiences, 
not someone who is in their 40’s that’s only had a couple 
of jobs. We need someone who has been in business for 
themselves, someone that can relate and understand 
the issues of small and big businesses, someone that 
understands the struggles of entrepreneurship. Someone 
who can actually say, “Been There Done That”.  Of the at 
least 17 potential candidates (it’s really getting out of hand) 
I have yet to find ONE that can say that. We have doctors, 
real estate agents, police chiefs, millionaire businessmen 
and assorted other potential candidates- they all have their 
good points, but I have yet to see one well rounded with real 
LIFE experiences. However, if you watched the super bowl 
you may have seen a guy by the name of Perry Johnson 
jump into the game. As a former ISO 9000 auditor for GM 
this man may be worth taking a look at. I have been asked 
to run for Governor again (yes I ran the last time, but dirty 
politics kept me out), but I am going to sit this one out.  
However stay tuned…I have not given up on the people of 
the State of Michigan.

As always Be Safe and God Bless
Earl Lackie

NOT POLITICALLY
CORRECTCORRECT
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You’ve made the decision to start taking your scoot camping. 
Fantastic! It will add a whole new element of fun and a feeling 
of self-reliance to any long road trip and can also be a really 
enjoyable way to just have a weekend away on your motorcycle. 
If you have never taken your motorcycle camping it may seem a 
little intimidating. You might be concerned about having the right 
equipment. Maybe you saw some bike on the highway with gear 
stacked up twenty feet high and what looked like two hundred 
bungees and tie downs keeping it all in place. Breathe easy, it 
doesn’t have to be that involved and it should always be fun. 
For your first trip, you could load up and ride from Florida and 
California with plans of camping every night along the way. If you 
have never done this, though, I would recommend that you take a 
couple trips that are closer to home to start with. For the sake of 
simplicity in this article I will assume a basic overnight jaunt a few 
towns over and not a cross-country endeavor. I am very much a 
minimalist for trips on my motorcycle.  
To me - simple is better. 
I know some of you prefer to have all the comforts of home. 
While it is entirely up to you what makes it enjoyable, to me a 
bunch of stuff detracts from the camp experience. When you 
start looking into gear remember to think small. Space on your 
motorcycle is at a premium. You will have to decide between what 
you NEED and what you WANT on a trip. I find most of my gear 
from the backpacking world. It is compact enough and perfect 
for motorcycle camping. After all, a sissy bar bag is essentially a 
backpack for your motorcycle.
 Let’s begin at the beginning. Distance and duration or the two 
“D”s as I call them, will be determining factors for the gear you 
will need and the amount thereof. First and foremost, Is your 
motorcycle mechanically sound for the trip you are planning? 
I know it sounds obvious but give your bike a good once over. 
Check fluids, tires, signals etc. I promise it is much better to take 
extra time now rather than having the trip end with a flat tire was 
because you didn’t look to see belts showing. Now you’re hours 
from home with a flat, your motorcycle loaded with camping gear. 
Please check your bike before leaving. 

MOTO CAMPINGMOTO CAMPING  ::  The Basics
Brendan Farren, ReasonsToRide.com Contributor

Editors Note: This is the first in our dedicated MOTO CAMPING feature, which we plan on running regularly.  If you would like to 
submit an article for this or any other subject, please email us at Info@ReasonsToRide.com.  If you’d like to recommend a camping 
spot or possibly have us feature a place you own – just let us know!  

Brendan Farren, ReasonsToRide.com Contributor
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Here is a quick break down of basic gear I think is essential: 
• Rain-gear. This one can’t be over emphasized. Nothing will 

make you more miserable than being soaked to the core when 
you get to your spot and still have to set up camp. It is better 
to have it and not need it than need it and not have it.

• Shelter/Tent. There is an abundance of options to choose 
from in this category, You will have to do some research to 
figure out your which will fit your budget and needs best. I 
started with a fifty dollar, two person tent from Gander Mt 
years ago when I first began and it served me well. I have 
since upgraded to a Vuz Moto tent and am quite pleased with 
that. There are even pop-up style trailers specifically to pull 
behind your motorcycle, the sky is the limit.

• Sleeping Pad. This is one area I recommend splurging. After 
a day on the bike a good comfortable sleeping pad is worth it’s 
weight in gold. I use the Sea to Summit Ultralight Insulated Air. 
It is pricey, but I get a good night’s sleep every time I use it.

• Sleeping bag/Pillow. These are definitely personal 
preference just be certain you bring the right one for the 
weather you’re planning on being in. I believe its better to have 
a warmer one than you think you need.

• Camp chair. Unless you don’t mind sitting on the ground. A 
simple sleeve chair like you probably already have works fine 
to begin. As you get more into packing up your motorcycle 
you may look into smaller micro-chairs for the sake of saving 
space. I like my Wekapo Air Sofa. It’s compact, comfortable 
and easy to use, great after a long ride.

• Fire starter. Matches or a lighter is the simplest way to go 
and does suffice. However, I have found a product called 
FireFlame that is compact to carry and completely waterproof 
it burns for 5 minutes even after being completely submerged, 
enough to ignite even wet timber piles. You can find it online 
for about fifteen bucks.

It really can be that simple. 
A few of the creature comfort items that I do bring are items like 
a change of clothes, my camp coffee pot, an extra couple power 
cells for my cell phone and maybe an adult beverage or two. 
When it comes to securing everything to your motorcycle, there 
are a ton of companies that make bags and accessories to take 
gear. With so many different bikes out there, I can’t begin to tell 
you the best way for you. I ride a Street Glide I have a sissy bar. 
Using that and my saddle bags I would have no trouble bringing 
the stuff needed for an overnight stay at any nearby campground. 
Just be sure once everything is latched down to flick the tie downs 
and say,”that’s not going anywhere”. All joking aside, do your due 
diligence in securing your stuff to your motorcycle. 
There are many groups on social media dedicated to motorcycle 
camping loaded with people willing to help answer any questions 
you may have. The more trips you take the clearer it will be to 
you what you did and didn’t need to bring to make your trip more 
enjoyable for you. 

DON’T
BE
THAT 
GUY!

Follow
MOTO CAMPINGMOTO CAMPING  ::

on
ReasonsTo Ride.com
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Happy 2022 Riding Season my brothers and sisters!!!
I’m so excited to begin this new year of riding, events, and ministry.  
There’s such an air of excitement in my heart for this year.  Maybe because 
I have hope again.
Let me explain.  There are times in life, and for people like me, in ministry 
that there are painful decisions that have to be made and then acted on.  
That’s what happened for me last year – I had to make several decisions 
that affected some people that I dearly love.  Yet, those decisions had to 
be made and I’m glad I did because the outcome has righted wrongs, has 
ushered in unspeakable peace and God is bring healing to people’s lives 
and is making all things new.  The Bible tells us in Luke 7:35 “Yet wisdom 
is vindicated by all her children.” (CSB)
So, it’s springtime 2022 and maybe there are some things in your life that 
are demanding your attention.  Some decisions that must be made and 
you find yourself in a mental struggle not even wanting to think about 
the issues and problems.   Maybe there are a few ‘friends’ that you need 
distance yourself from because they lead you down roads of bad decisions 
or maybe there are habits and behaviors that must be corrected.
Let me share with you my process – it works!!  First, go to God and Pray 
about the issues and situations – ask God for His divine direction and 
involvement – He will take you to His Word, the Bible, and show you your 
next steps and the reasons why.  Know He will always be with you every 
step of the way.
Just remember God loves you so His direction is always in a loving fatherly 
manner and it’s because He loves you that He works all things out for your 
good.   We just have to follow His lead!
Romans 8:28 “We know that all things work together for the good of 
those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (CSB)
The best decision that you can make this spring – even now.  Is to ask the 
Lord Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior.  I’m telling you right now – no 
matter how difficult life gets He is always there for you and with you and 
knowing that He paid for your sinful life decision - takes a huge weight off 
the shoulders of your conscience.  Jesus truly is the Prince of Peace.
Also, Romans 5:8 says “But God proves his own love for us in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (CSB)
Please understand that because of God’s love for mankind as a whole 
and you, as an individual, He made a way for you and I to have a divine 
relationship with Himself.  His name is Jesus.
I pray we all have a very safe and awesome riding season this year!    
God loves you bikers and so do I.

Much Love, Honor & Respect,
Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, International President & Founder
Victory Biker Church International
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org

Biker 
Preacher’s 
Corner

2ND ANNUAL 
BLESSING 
OF THE 
BIKES 

Join the Legion Riders of  
American Legion Post 141  for  

our annual Blessing of the Bikes 

BLESSING DETAILS 
 Group blessings every hour on the 

hour from 11: 00 - 4: 00 pm 
 Personal blessings available upon  

request 
 Lunch and soft drinks available  
    for purchase 

 

americanlegionpost141.org/legion-riders.html 

 
 

WHEN 
Saturday 
May 14th, 2022 
11 am - 4pm 

WHERE 
3265 W Grand 
River Ave,  
Howell, MI 48855  

DONATIONS 
Accepted and 
appreciated to 
support our  
local Veterans 
& their families. 

MORE INFO 
For additional   
information 
please contact 
“Ranger” Rick   
(517) 803-7650 

 

ALL BIKES ARE 
WELCOME ! 
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Thunder Roads Michigan (TRM) is proud to present the 2022 THUNDER RUN powered by ReasonsToRide.com - a state-wide, summer-long riding 
challenge with YEAR-ROUND opportunities to WIN by hitting the coolest riding destinations and events across Michigan!  This is a riding challenge like no-other 
and features great prizes every month that you earn simply by getting out to ride and discovering new stops ALL ACROSS MICHIGAN and the MIDWEST! 

  
Checking in at Ride Stops!  You check-in at designated RIDE STOPS with your phone and 
through FACEBOOK, INSTAGRAM, and TWITTER.  Simply check in at the location using Facebook and then 
post a picture of yourself there.  You can include your card if convenient.  Include #THUNDERRUN in your 
comments or tag Thunder Roads Ohio in the post.  If you’re not on Facebook, you can take a picture of 
yourself there with your ride card or motorcycle and email it to ThunderRun@ReasonsToRide.com  

Checking in at Ride Events!  Throughout the year, the ROAD CREW will be hitting rides, rallies, bike shows, and various events 
throughout the state – and beyond!  In some cases the CREW will be attending national rallies and other events throughout the Midwest – 
including Ohio and Indiana motorcycle events.  Anywhere the ROAD CREW is at – instantly becomes a RIDE STOP!   There is a listing of Tour 
Stops in the magazine and online each month.  You can sign in on the Ride Stop Clipboard or check in with your smart phone. 

“Make Your Own Ride Stop!”  Riders can recommend a RIDE STOP by simply “Checking-In” through their facebook account with the 
hashtag #THUNDERRUN.  Within the post, BTR Riders should say that they are “Making this their Ride Stop” and that we should also.  You can 
also include why – “They have the BEST Bike Night!” or “BEST BURGERS IN MICHIGAN!” Special prizes each month are allocated for these check-
in’s and the stop itself can win – if applicable.  Selected “MAKE YOUR OWN RIDE STOP’s” have a chance to win up to $5,000 in prizes – and 
each posting increases their chances to win!  In such cases, the person(s) nominating the Stop with their check-in is also eligible for additional 
prizes as well.   

How do you Start? (It's really simple!)  
1. Get your Ride Card!  (Online at ThunderRoadsMichigan.com, at an Event, or at some Ride Stops!)  You can also check 

in without a Card – using Facebook. 
2. Like Thunder Roads Michigan and Reasons To Ride on Facebook.   
3. Get the list of stops each month from your Thunder Roads Magazine, the website (ThunderRoadsOhio.com), or 

Facebook. 
4. Ride out to these stops and show them your card or check in with the  #THUNDERRUN Hashtag on social media – 

Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.  Some stops offer special incentives and prizes for folks with Ride Cards, at other 
locations you just check in by posting to your Facebook page. 

5. And then you win cool prizes, including cold hard CASH! 
 

You can request a Ride Card through our website! 
You can now go online and register for your Thunder Run Ride Card through our website – www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.  Simply head to the Online Store 
and order your Ride Card.  There is a $5 convenience fee for this option – but ALL PROCEEDS are applied to our Warrior Fund, sponsoring charitable motorcycle 
events and organizations across Ohio.  Once you have received your RIDE CARD, you will not be asked to provide personal information or emails at 
any location for check-in.  You simply enter your ride card number! 

PLEASE NOTE - You can still use your previous Ride Cards.  All Ride Card registrations carry over, however you are welcome to pick up a new shiny one if 
you’d like.   

As we mentioned, this is a dynamic event – intended to be tweaked and developed over time.  If you have ideas, suggestions, or concerns – 
please don’t hesitate to let us know.  You can email us at BuckeyeThunderRun@gmail.com   
 

For more information, visit us online at www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Email us at  

 
  NNEEWW  AANNDD  IIMMPPRROOVVEEDD  FFOORR  22002222!!  

• WINNERS DRAWN YEAR-ROUND! 
• MORE WINNERS!  MORE STOPS! 
• SIMPLE DIGITAL CHECK-IN’S! 
• RRIIDDEE  SSTTOOPPSS  TTHHRROOUUGGHHOOUUTT  TTHHEE  MMIIDDWWEESSTT  AANNDD  

AATT  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  RRAALLLLIIEESS  AANNDD  EEVVEENNTTSS!!  
• OVER 1,000 WINNERS IN 2019 

OVER 50 EACH MONTH! 
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Low Fee Guarantee… 

We care about bikers! Motorcycle accidents almost always 
result in severe injury or death. An accident can turn your 
life upside down. Mention this ad, and we will handle your 
motorcycle accident case for a significantly reduced fee. That 
puts more money in your pocket. We don’t pay lip service to 
bikers….we deliver real results!

no-FauLt no-Fee…
If you were struck by an automobile, you are entitled to 
Michigan No-Fault Benefits, including lifetime medical benefits, 
wage loss and attendant care. These benefits are payable 
regardless of fault and if you are seriously injured, you may 
not even need a lawyer to get your benefits. So why would you 
pay a lawyer a fee to collect what is rightfully yours? We will 
guide you through the claims process, BUT…unless we have 
to file a lawsuit…we will never charge an injured biker a fee 
to help them collect the no-fault benefits they deserve. Other 
lawyers take 33% of their client’s no-fault benefits, even when 
the insurance company is cooperating. We think that’s flat out 
WRONG! If your lawyer is taking a cut of your no-fault benefits 
every month, call us. WE CAN HELP!

resuLts Matter:
$5.1 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.2 Million for Seriously Injured Passenger
$1.2 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.1 Million (Policy Limit) for Head Injury To Child Passenger
$365,000 for Fractured Leg And Pelvis
$250,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Ankle 
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Elbow
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Foot

MotorCYCLe aCCIDent LawYers
Serving Injured Bikers in Michigan for Over 40 Years
MIllIOnS Of DOllarS recOvereD

JakewaYInJurYLaw.CoM /  810 .694.1211

We care, 
because We ride 

too!
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because We ride 
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TO BECOME A MEMBER 
& SHOW YOUR SUPPORT…

ABATE of Michigan online membership. 
Visit our State website then click on: Membership / Join  

www.abateofmichigan.org

Michigan’s No-Fault reform continues to have real 
time devastating implications for motorcyclists.  When 
a motorcyclist is involved in an accident with a motor 
vehicle, the motorcyclist is bound by the medical 
expense cap that the motorist chose for himself/
herself on his/her own auto policy!  For example, if a 
motorcyclist incurs $350,000 in medical expenses, but the 
involved motorist only chose a $250,000 cap on his/her 
auto policy, the motorcyclist’s no-fault claim for medical 
expenses is likewise capped at $250,000.

As an attorney representing injured motorcyclists, 
I drafted House Bill 4809 that would allow injured 
motorcyclists to instead seek payment of their no-fault 
benefits from their own auto insurance, hence get the 
benefit of their own choice of medical benefit cap.

Join ABATE of MI at their annual Freedom Rally on 
June 1stat noon at the State Capitol in Lansing to show 
legislators your support for HB 4809 to right this wrong 
done to motorcyclists!  

If anyone has any questions or if 
I can be of legal assistance to you 
or yours don’t hesitate to call me 
at (248-569-4646) or e-mail at 
Dondi@buckfirelaw.com.  Also, I 
give presentations to organizations 
state-wide and there is never a 
charge to have me out 
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“Should I buy heat-

ed grips or heated 

Sport Touring CornerSport Touring Corner
By Norm Kern, MSTA Editor /  
ReasonsToRide.com Contributor

Getting Older Without Getting Old-  
Extending Your Riding Years 
Part 1- Downsizing
2021 has been a good riding season for me- attended a dozen 
sport touring rallies with over sixty travel days, enjoyed many 
one-day rides and even a few adventure and dual-sport events. 
Am fortunate to have had good health this year- plenty of energy 
and no aches or pains- but know it won't be that way forever. As 
the years continue to roll by, I'll have to make adjustments and 
eventually retire from riding, something all of us will have to face.

One way to keep riding at an older age is to downsize to a lighter 
bike. My Yamaha FJR weighs about 650 pounds. The full body 
work can make a simple tip-over a traumatic and expensive event. 
Getting turned  around on a narrow country road requires care 
and strength, especially if there's any loose gravel around. That's 
the situation now. In the future, I may have no choice but to ride 
a smaller, lighter bike due to declining body strength and other 
health issues 

It's time to find out how well I can get along with a smaller, 
lighter bike, so last Fall I purchased a 2017 Suzuki 650 V-Strom 
XT.  (Suzuki also makes a 1000cc V-Strom, so the 650 is often 

referred to as the "Wee" Strom) It's a versatile road bike that can 
do everything from long distance trips on highways to hilly, twisty 
back roads. I was already familiar with the V-Strom line, having 

ridden one about 1800 miles on a UK trip in 2016. The Wee 
weighs about 480 pounds and its two cylinders make about 72 
HP, placing in right in the middle between the 140 HP FJR and my 
315 pound, 40 HP, single cylinder Suzuki DRZ400 dual sport bike. 
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Even though the Wee is a lighter bike, the ergonomics are quite 
good for me- wheelbase, footpegs, handlebars, seat height 
etc, are very comparable to the way my FJR is set up. The 5.3 
gallon tank provides a solid 200 mile range. The gearing and 
low vibration characteristics of the 90 degree V-twin motor offer 
plenty of acceleration and enough power to do long runs on the 
interstate. 
OTOH, the Wee seat 
was only good for 
about 100 miles before 
pain set in. Getting 
used to it extended the 
pain threshold to 200 
miles,  but I was long 
since spoiled by the 
Russell Day-Long seat 
on the FJR. With it, 
there's never any pain 
regardless, so I had a 
Russell Sport model 
seat made for the Wee. 
The Sport model has 
slightly smaller support 
"wings" on the sides 
than the regular model 
and is a perfect match 
for the Wee's other 
intended purpose, which 
I'll talk about next.
Back when I was young 
I rode enduros and other 
off-road events, so I love 
exploring back roads, 
especially ones with 
gravel and dirt.  When I 
pass them on the FJR, 
I want to explore, but 
it's not the right bike for 
the job. I still have the 
Suzuki DRZ400, which 
is great for that and 
much rougher stuff, but 
it's uncomfortable and 
tedious to ride for any 
distance on pavement. 
There's no way I would 
ride it a hundred miles 
or so on pavement with 
its full knobby tires and 
limited top speed. 
Besides, the roads I currently want to explore are the nicer, 
improved dirt and gravel roads- no big ruts, piles of rocks, deep 
creek crossings, steep hills or mud. The Wee is a road bike, but 
has adequate suspension and ground clearance for riding on 
roads like these, and the larger 19 inch front wheel of my XT 
model rolls over rough stuff more easily than the 17 inch one 
found on most V Stroms.  
The Wee is not a premium bike and its biggest weakness is the 
front suspension. The springs are too soft and damping is too 
stiff, so I installed a Cogent Dynamics spring and valving kit that 
improved it considerably. I also added a tank bag mount, GPS 
& phone mounts, heated grips, heated gear controller, taller 
windshield for cold weather, hand shields and a throttle lock.  
(Do miss the electronic cruise control like on the FJR though!) 

I rode the Wee about 
7000 miles this 
season, including a 
couple of rallies. (rode 
about 12000 on the 
FJR) It's the ticket 
for poorly maintained 
county back roads, 
mild dirt and gravel. 
The Michelin Anakee 
Adventure tires do an 
adequate job loose 
surfaces while being 
excellent on pavement, so I can throw the Wee around with a bit 
more freedom than the FJR. Absolutely love the flexibility of the 
bike and will probably ride it even more next season! 
Has the FJR's day in the sun passed? Eventually it will be too 
big and heavy for me, but that's a ways off. For now, if the rally 
destination roads are all pavement, a long haul, or weather could 
be dicey, I will be on the FJR. The electric adjustable windshield 
and fairing protect me better from rain and cold. Electronic cruise, 
smoothness and power make 500+ mile days easy. Superior 
brakes, suspension and good handling make it fun in the twisties 
despite the weight, and I can still ride the wheels off of it.
Having both of these excellent road bikes on hand now enables 
me to make a smooth transition in the future as needed. 

Next month, we'll explore another tool for extending your 
riding years in Part 2: Trailering to Events
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Jody“Mo’s”

Inspiration – Buddhism Quotes

I only do what I think is right.  I cannot 
worry what others think or do anymore.

Believe in yourself and you can conquer 
against all odds.

Conquer anger with non-anger.

Give, even if you only have a little.

If anything is worth doing, do it with all 
your heart.

Interesting Facts about Michigan

Michigan is the only place in the world 
with a floating post office.  The J.W. 
Westcott II is the only boat in the world 
that delivers mail to ships while they 
are still underway. They have been 
operating for 125 years.

More tonnage passes though the 
historic Soo Locks in Sault Ste.  Marie 
than the Suez and Panama Canals 
combined.

The nineteen chandeliers in the Capitol 
in Lansing are one of a kind and 
designed especially for the building 
by Tiffany’s of New York.  Weighing 
between eight and nine hundred 
pounds apiece they are composed of 
copper, iron, and pewter.

THUNDER
FUN
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Well did y’all miss me?  I hope so because I missed doing 
this article the last few months.  Now with the customary 
pleasantries out of the way, I will start right in being a pain in the 
ass, hopefully for you own good!  Last year I told you on more 
than one occasion that if you put your hunting firearm (s) were 
not working properly when you cased them up at the close of 
hunting season, there was no reason to believe they would work 
any better when you get them back out in the fall.  I mean I have 
never heard of a “gun shaman” or “munitions mystic” that flits 
about in the dead of night repairing bang sticks with magical 
incantations or outright voodoo.  Folks, that just doesn’t happen, 
so we must do the next best thing, take the problem somewhere 
and get it fixed!  This is probably the best time of year to get 
repairs done because the gun business tends to slow down 
after Christmas and then it picks back up at tax time, then it 
slows down again when the refund checks stop.  Anyway, most 
shops that have a repair services available would welcome the 
work for their smith and help avoid the usual last-minute panic 
we all see just before hunting season. 

Another soap box sermon from last year has to do with 
ammunition, more specifically the availability of many of the 
most popular hunting calibers.  I know that there is a lot of 
ammo on the shelves right now, but let me assure you that what 
you are seeing may be an optical illusion and it is possible the 
specific rounds you want are not available, and even if they are 
available now, there is a good chance they may not be come 
hunting season.  The simple remedy is when you find what you 
use on the shelf this time of year buy what you will need for 
hunting season and set it aside. As tempting as it will become 
to dip into your hunting reserve ammunition, don’t do it because 
it is incredible how fast shelves empty if there is a bullet panic 
like the ones we have seen over and over again the last couple 
of years and as far as waiting for the prices to come down– 
shop around but as a general rule it ain’t gonna happen in this 
political climate.

Now for something fresh.  Part of my bucket list is to go on 
a true western elk hunt and see if I can bring home a giant 
rack and a freezer full of meat.  At the same time, I have come 
to realize that I no longer enjoy the recoil generated by the 
most common trophy elk calibers such as the .300 and .338 
magnums and while I don’t remember the kick when I have 
pulled down on a buck on the hunt; I do remember being left 
black and blue after sighting in a couple of different rifles and 

one particular shotgun I have owned.  Anyways, a couple of 
years ago I started reading accounts of trophy elk and mule 
deer hunts and noticed that many of the hunters were using 
a 6.8 Western in place of the heavier recoil magnums.  It took 
a while, but I finally started looking into this round and was 
impressed with what I learned.  First, the 6.8 Western is the 
same diameter as the .270 but has a longer, heavier projectile 
which translates into greater penetration down range.  This 
characteristic also makes it superior to the plethora of 6 and 
6.5 mm available and shoots much flatter than .308 and 30.06.  
But the beauty of the 6.8 is found in the recoil charts where it 
is seen to be a pussycat compared to the traditional elk guns 
but still capable of being effective out to as much 1,000 yards.  
Beyond that the heavy magnums still rule but how many of us 
will be in a position where we will be taking a thousand-yard 
shot?  I don’t know about you but I am not into self-abuse for 
the sake of bragging rights.

I took enough interest to look at availability of firearms 
in the 6.8 caliber and discovered that both Winchester and 
Browning have builds available, of course they are also the 
predominant manufacturers of the 6.8 cartridge.  The most 
noticeable difference between their offerings is that Winchester 
comes in a 1:8” twist and the Browning is slightly tighter at 
1:7.5”.  Projectiles for the rounds are boat tailed 165, 170, 
and 175 grain; all boat tails with the 165gr leaving the muzzle 
at 2900fps and the 175gr still holding 1774 ft-lb penetrating 
energy at 500 yards, hitting harder than a 180gr 300 WinMag. 
I have not been able to track down any information, but I think 
the faster twist in the Browning barrel will stabilize the 175gr 
projectiles faster and shoot flatter and offer better performance 
in the long run than the 165gr. By the same token it is possible 
that the slower twist Winchester is well suited for the 165gr 
offering optimum performance but may be a bit slow for 175gr.  
By elimination I suspect that the 170gr bullets are built to give 
adequate but not optimum performance from either barrel, 
more importantly it won’t offer near as tight of groups at long 
range as you may want.

I probably should not have written this article because I think 
I will be looking in earnest to find a 6.8 that I can at least get in 
my hands and hopefully shoot a couple of times.  If it is near a 
good as I have read, one will find its way into the safe before 
fall, strange how that happens isn’t it?

NOW WHERE WERE WE?

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE PLEASE CONTACT JODY MO 989-615-5757 FOR DETAILS
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MC PARTS & SERVICE

Bad Pig Customs
1806 E. 9 Mile Rd

Hazel Park, MI 48030
248-544-7447

Cycle Works
411 W. 5th St

Clare, MI 48617
989-424-6425

Exceptional Service for Your Ride

Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave

Roseville, MI 48066
1-800-505-0258

Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S Cedar St

Lansing, MI 48910   
517-394-7840

www.HuntsHogShop.com   

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE

Like us on Facebook

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Trail Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180

Like us on Facebook

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-773-9991

MOTORCYCLE ORGANIZATIONS       

ABATE
LOOK TWICE.  SAVE A LIFE

To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org

Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle Awareness 
& Suicide Prevention Foundation
Email:  HotRodBeaton@gmail.com

419-349-8075
                       

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI

CURRENT ENDORSEMENT 
REQUIRED

Take your riding to the next level, 
Learn from Certified Police 

Motorcycle
Instructors

www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com
248-855-4444

Ride Like a Pro – Great Lakes
www.RideLikeaPro-GL.com

Call Gary 586-246-4344

BARS & RESTAURANTS

702 Bar & Grill
702 S. Jefferson Ave

Midland, MI 48640989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesday

Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave
Baldwin, MI 49304

Live Music- Famous Bloody Mary’s
Bike Night Wednesday

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun, Sports & Sprits!

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd
Elwell, MI 48832

Year-Round Ride Card
Check-In’s

Bike Night Thursday

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St 

Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5761
Drink Specials

All You Can Eat Wings

McNasty’s Saloon
19300 Waltz RdNew Boston, MI 

48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

www.McNastysSaloon.com

Remus Tavern
118 W. Wheatland (corner of M-20 

& M-66)
Remus, MI 49340

989-967-8304
RemusTavern.com

Family Owned / Full Menu

Riverdale Tavern 
6681 Lumberjack Rd, 
Riverdale, MI 48877

989-833-7042
Step Back in Time built 1917

Specials Daily

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill StSt. Louis, MI 48880

989-681-2851
Large Seating Areas - Both Indoors/

Outdoors

LEGAL SERVICES

Jakeway Injury Law
Motorcycle Accident Lawyers

810-694-1211
JakewayInjuryLaw.com

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
The Motorcycle Lawyer

Free Legal Advice
877-Biker-Law

MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com
No Win/ No Fee Promise

FUNERAL SERVICES

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY Funeral Home, 

Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs Notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

CHURCHES

Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.VictoryBikerChurch.org

810-247-6332

REALTORS

Mi Choice Realty
Rhonda Cerone
C: 734-819-0026

RhondaCerone@gmail.com
Serving All of Southeastern M

VEHICLE RUSTPROOFING

Henderson Brothers 
Rustproofing

Since 1962
402 E. Lyon, Midland, MI 48640

989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

SERVICES

Precision Lawn Sprinklers
Residential & Commercial
Sales, Installation, Service

Free Estimates
$250 off New Sprinkler System

989-755-4136

The Key Shop
1804 W. Wackerly
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-8480
Over 27 Yrs Experience

    
 

Ryder’s Bar & Grill
2650 W. Midland Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-423-1990
Inside/Outside Seating
Bike Night Thursday

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave

Wixom, MI 48393
248-449-9667

Bikini Staff
Hot Girlz, Cold Beer, Great Food

The Old Hickory Bar & Grill
7071 Bennett Lake Rd

Fenton, MI 48430
810-735-7630

Unique Menu Items

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St
Reese, MI 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.

Downtown Hastings, MI
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer

Bikers Always Welcome

Woody’s Bancroft Tavern
119 Warren St

Bancroft, MI 48414
989-634-5455
Fri Fish Fry & 

Weekend BBQ
Sunday Bike Day

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

LODGING & CAMPING

Oscoda Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable, 
Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-OSCODA
www.oscoda.com

LEATHER & REPAIR

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd

Sturgis, MI. 49091
269-651-2464

INSURANCE

Greg Allen Insurance Agency
Auto-Home-Business-Life

269-781-2247
GregAllenInsurance.com

Progressive
1-800-Progressive
Progressive.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOUR IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS LISTED AND RECEIVE BUSINESS LISTED AND RECEIVE 

THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN 
MAGAZINES PLEASE MAIL MAGAZINES PLEASE MAIL 

A CHECK FOR $150 A CHECK FOR $150 
(FOR A 6 MONTH LISTING) TO:  (FOR A 6 MONTH LISTING) TO:  
THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN, THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN, 

PO BOX 1782 PO BOX 1782 
MIDLAND, MI 48641-1782MIDLAND, MI 48641-1782

Pick up your FREE copy of Thunder Roads Magazine at any one of these locations 
or any business with an ad in this issue. Thank you to all of our supporters for 

making Thunder Roads Michigan’s #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.
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**Don’t forget to email your events to Editor@
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Bike Nights are listed in their ads & on Bike Nights Page. 
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of Thunder Roads 

MI-please patronize our advertisers.

4/02/22 07:00 PM
Bowling for Motorcycle Rights 
2 games, 9 pin no tap, food provided, 
awards, raffle prizes, games. $12 non 
bowler, $20 single bowler, $30 double. 
Biddle Bowl
708 Biddle Ave, Wyandotte, MI 48192
Tony 313-613-4703
tmedina415@gmail.com
 
4/03/22 10:00 AM
39th Annual Grand Rapids 
Motorcycle Swap Meet
Admission $9 per Adult, Children 12 
and under are FREE Bike Judging by 
Dan Lummis from Diggers Speed Shop
4 Mile Showplace
1025 Four Mile NW,  
Grand Rapids, MI 49544
 800-800-6034
paragonleather@yahoo.com
 

4/03/22 11:00 AM
Kickstart Sunday Service
KickStart Sunday Service is our weekly 
Sunday morning worship service at 
Victory Biker Church International.
Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd, Lennon, MI 48449
 810-271-0002
info@victorybikerchurch.org
 
4/06/22 07:00 PM
Pit Stop Bible Study
PitStop Bible Study is our weekly time 
of prayer, worship, and Study of God's 
Word - the Bible.
Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd, Lennon, MI 48449
 810-271-0002
info@victorybikerchurch.org
 

4/09/22 10:00 AM
Motorcycle Mecca Motorcycle Show
The Motorcycle Mecca Bike Show 
will be held on Saturday, April 9th – 
Sunday, April 10th, 2022 in Warren, 
Michigan. This Warren motorcycle 
event is held at Macomb Community 
Colleges Sports & Expo Center .
Macomb Community College
14500 E 12 Mile Rd, Warren, MI 48088
Ty Hicks 248-722-0098
thicks@motomecca.bike
 
4/09/22 02:30 PM
Run for the Son Bowling 
Tournament & Auction
2.5 hrs bowling, pizza, pop. $25/bowler 
pre-reg, $30/bowler at door, $15 non 
bowler 10+, $12 non bowler under 10. 
Auction at 6:15
Bel-Mark Lanes
3530 Jackson Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
Joe Waliga 734-218-3173
joeslomo777@gmail.com
 

4/16/22 10:00 AM
Motorcycle Safety Refresher Class
Refresher class. For more info contact 
Brian.
Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd, Lennon, MI 48449
 810-271-0002
info@victorybikerchurch.org
 
4/16/22 08:00 PM
Santana: Blessings and Miracles 
Tour
For more than five decades - from 
Santana’s earliest days as a 
groundbreaking Afro-Latin-blues-rock 
fusion outfit in San Francisco - Carlos 
Santana has been the visionary force 
behind artistry that transcends musical 
genres and generational, cultural and 
geographical boundaries.
Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort
6800 Soaring Eagle Blvd,  
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
 877-232-4532
hotel-info@sagchip.org
 



WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COMWWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM  37   THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 37   THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN

TH
UN

DE
R 

RO
AD

S 
M

IC
H

IG
AN

 EV
EN

T
S



 38    THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 38    THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COMWWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

     UP MICHIGAN EVENTS                  NORTHERN MICHIGAN EVENTS             CENTRAL MICHIGAN EVENT               SOUTHERN MICHIGAN EVENTS

4/16/22 10:00 AM
Cadillac Motorcycle Swap Meet - 
Spring 2022
Paragon Promotion brings you the 19th 
Annual Cadillac Motorcycle Swap Meet
Buy, Sell or Swap Bikes, Parts, 
Leather, Accessories, Tools & More
Food & Beer Available
General Admission $8 per Adult
Wexford Civic Center
1320 North Mitchell 
St,Cadillac,Michigan,49601
 (800) 800-6034 - Gill
paragonleather@yahoo.com
 
4/19/22 09:00 AM
Gun & Knife Show
Admission $10 Children under 12 
FREE. Shotguns,scopes, knives, 
ammunition, etc. Largest shows in MI.
Suburban Collection Showplace
46100 Grand River Ave,  
Novi, MI 48374
 517-676-4160
sportshows@gmail.com
 

4/23/22 10:00 AM
Chapter Meeting & Ride
The IRON SAINTS Apr 23 chapter 
meeting is at Aubree's Restaurant, 
2122 Whittaker Rd, Ypsilanti at 
10:00am. This is an open chapter 
meeting; the public is welcome to 
attend. Ride to follow meeting.
Aubree's
2122 Whittaker,  
Ypsilanti Township, MI 48197
Joe Waliga 734-218-3173
joeslomo777@gmail.com
 
4/23/22 10:00 AM
14th Annual D-Frost Run
registration starts at 10:00am to 12 at 
Motown Harley-Davidson on telegraph 
road in Taylor.
please come enjoy a great time with 
great people! 100% of proceeds go to 
Penrickton Center
Motown Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd, Taylor, MI 48180
d_frost_run@outlook.com
 

4/24/22 12:00 PM
2nd Annual Blessing of the Bikes
Open to the public. All makes and 
models. 50/50 Raffle. Basket Raffles. 
Vendors. 
American Legion Post 4
401 N Groesbeck Hwy,  
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
 586-201-5597
 
4/24/22 10:00 AM
Lakeshore Blessing of the Bikes
Annual community event for 
motorcyclists fellowship, to chat about 
common interests, to check out the 
cool bikes or enter in the bike contest, 
to purchase cool merchandise or 
great food and to help raise money for 
charity. $5 entry Includes live music 
and chance to win door prizes.
Ottowa County Fairgrounds
7870 OH-163 Scenic,  
Oak Harbor, OH 43449
John 616-283-0591
blessingofthebikesholland@gmail.com
 

4/30/22 08:00 AM
17th Annual Freeland Walleye 
Festival Car, Bike & Truck Show
Loads of stock & custom classes 
and awards including: Best of Show, 
People's Choice, Veteran's, and many 
more. $10 early bird registration by 
04/22, $15 day of registration
McDonald Ford
6790 Midland Rd, Freeland, MI 48623
Ken Buck 989-860-0712
freelandlionsclub@gmail.com
 
4/30/22 07:00 AM
Grattan Raceway Track Time
$10 gate fee per day (bring cash)
Gates open around 5pm Friday and 
close at midnight, then 7am Sat & Sun 
Camping is allowed 
Garages available with electricity
Grattan Raceway
7201 Lessiter Rd NE,  
Belding, MI 48809
 888-390-4020
info@sportbiketracktime.com
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5/01/22 09:00 AM
5th Annual Metro Detroit AMCA 
Antique Motorcycle Swap Meet
This is an antique centered swap meet 
where it is encouraged that the parts or 
bikes for sale are primarily of 35 years 
or older. 
** Pre-registration highly encouraged **
Eastern Michigan Fairgrounds
751 S Almont Ave,  
Imlay City, MI 48444
Ryan Curtis 248-842-6799
metrodetroitamca@gmail.com
 
5/01/22 11:00 AM
Kickstart Sunday Service
KickStart Sunday Service is our weekly 
Sunday morning worship service at 
Victory Biker Church International.
Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd, Lennon, MI 48449
 810-271-0002
info@victorybikerchurch.org
 
5/01/22 08:00 PM
22nd Annual Blessing of the Bikers 
The Blessing of the Bikers. Started in 
2000 it has become a premier event 
to kick off the riding season. More 
than just another “blessing” it is an 
opportunity to see Truth presented and 
lives changed. Of course, we have 
good food and fun at the same time.
Church of the Living Word
1100 N. Ovid Rd, Ovid, MI 48866
 989-834-5950
info@cotlw.org
 
5/04/22 07:00 PM
Pit Stop Bible Study
PitStop Bible Study is our weekly time 
of prayer, worship, and Study of God's 
Word - the Bible.
Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd, Lennon, MI 48449
 810-271-0002
info@victorybikerchurch.org
 
5/05/22 08:00 AM
Midwest Motorcycle Training Class
Great class for beginners soon after 
you get your  license. Get more 
confidence riding Your own Motorcycle. 
8am-4pm
The Range
1639 East 14 Mile Road,  
Troy, Michigan 48083
 248-855-4444
mmtkathy@aol.com
 

5/06/22 07:00 AM
48th Annual Original Mini-Rally 
BMW Club of Battle Creek will return to 
Circle Pines Center in Delton, MI
for the 48th Annual Original Mini Rally 
in 2022. 
Circle Pines Center
8650 Mullen Rd, Delton, MI 49046
Mike Hart 269-317-9951
bathartx46x@comcast.net
 
5/06/22 03:00 PM
GingerMan Raceway Bike Night
Join Sportbike Track Time for a 
motorcycle track day at GingerMan 
Raceway and enjoy the thrill and 
excitement of your motorcycle’s true 
power in the safest way possible!
Our Bike Nights run the standard 3 
group format (Intermediate, Advance 
and Novice).  Registration opens at 3 
p.m. and the track is hot from 5 p.m. 
until dusk!
GingerMan Raceway
61414 Co Rd 388,  
South Haven, MI 49090
 888-390-4020
info@sportbiketracktime.com
 
5/07/22 10:00 AM
International Female Day Ride
Calling all the ladies! Sheri Alley 
makes her first debut at MotorCity 
Harley, while she hosts the 1st Annual 
International Female Day Ride! Donuts/
coffee for those who attend the 50 mile 
ride. Afterwards, come check out the 
vendors, have some lunch, & get a 
FREE bike wash. Registration starts at 
10am, don't be late!
Motor City Harley-Davidson
24800 Haggerty Rd,  
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
 248-473-7433
marketing@motorcityharley.com
 
5/13/22 10:30 AM
49th Annual Blessing of Bikes 
Festival
There will be vendors set up all over 
the town of Baldwin coming from all 
over the country, and giant food fest 
all week end. Camping is available. 
Sponsored by Para Dice Motorcycle 
Club
Lake County Chamber of Commerce
895 Michigan Ave, Baldwin, MI 49304
 800-800-6034
paragonleather@yahoo.com
 

5/13/22 05:00 PM
Gratton Raceway Track Time Race 
Certificate Class
Join us for track time at Grattan 
Raceway the day before WERA!  
Track direction will always follow the 
same direction WERA is running that 
weekend. If WERA changes direction, 
STT will change direction to follow.

Grattan Raceway
7201 Lessiter Rd NE, Belding, MI 
48809
 888-390-4020
info@sportbiketracktime.com
 
5/13/22 08:00 AM
Baldwin Blessing of Bikes Festival 
2022
Paragon Promotion presents the 49th 
Annual Blessing of Bikes Festival in 
Baldwin Michigan
Camping is available.
,Baldwin,Michigan,49304
 (800) 800-6034 - Gill
paragonleather@yahoo.com
 
5/14/22 12:00 PM
Bea Malleck's Memorial Run
Camping, Entertainment, Silent Auction 
& 50/50 Raffle/ Rain or Shine
Sanilac County Evergreen Park
4731 N. Van Dyke Road Cass City, MI
Merry 734-652-9739
abatemichsecretary@frontier.com
 
5/14/22 12:00 PM
ALR-141 Blessing of the Bikes
Join the American Legion Riders of 
Devereaux Post-141 (Howell, MI) for 
their annual "Blessing of the Bikes" 
on Saturday, May 14, 2022, beginning 
at noon. A $5.00 donation will go to 
support the veteran services of the 
Post. Food and beverages will be 
available for sale.
American Legion Post 141
3265 W Grand River Ave,  
Howell, MI 48855
thehowellamericanlegion@gmail.com
 
5/19/22 06:00 PM
Tecumseh Classic Car & Bike Show 
- MAY
Come show off YOUR classic car or 
motorcycle! Plaques will be given to the 
first 50 cars & bikes that are registered. 
Free registration. Canned good 
donation suggested.
Old National Bank
205 E Chicago Blvd,  
Tecumseh, MI 49286
 517-424-6555
 

5/21/22 10:00 AM
2022 Demo Days
It's our 2022 DEMO DAYS! Join us 
to test ride the 2022 Harley-Davidson 
models!
*weather-permitting, endorsement 
required
Battle Creek Harley-Davidson
5738 Beckley Rd, 
Battle Creek, MI 49015
Kelly 269-979-2233
kmoakley@battlecreekharley.com
 
5/21/22 07:00 AM
Grattan Raceway Track Time
$10 gate fee per day (bring cash with 
you)
Gates open around 5pm Friday and 
close at midnight, then 7am Sat & Sun 
Camping is allowed 
Tech 7:30am (you must register before 
you tech)
MANDATORY riders meeting 8:30am
No concessions available (closed 
permanently); PLEASE COME 
PREPARED!
Garages available with electricity
Grattan Raceway
7201 Lessiter Rd NE,  
Belding, MI 48809
 888-390-4020
info@sportbiketracktime.com
 
5/21/22 11:00 AM
19th Annual Dillinger Ride
$15/person $25/couple. Sign up 11am. 
Run starts at 12pm. Meal after run. 
Raffle & prizes. 
Lewisville Smoke
4711 E. Kinde Rd, Port Hope, MI 48468
 989-428-3056
 
5/22/22 08:00 AM
Walneck's Motorcycle Swap Meet
Buy, Sell, Trade - All kinds of New 
& Used Motorcycle Parts and 
Accessories
New and used parts for American, 
Japanese, British, Euro, Dirt Bikes 
and More. Leather, Patches, T-Shirts, 
Jewelry and all kinds of bikes and 
what-nots for sale.
Monroe County Fairgrounds
3775 S Custer, Monroe, MI 48161
Buzz Walneck 630-985-2097
 
5/22/22 09:00 AM
Antique Motorcycle Swap Meet and 
Vintage Motorcycle Show
Thirteenth Annual Antique Motorcycle 
Swap Meet and Vintage Motorcycle 
Show. Motorcycles and motorcycle 
parts 1987 and older. Admission $5.00 
under 16 Free. Rain or Shine Food 
Vendors on site.
St. Joseph County Fairgrounds
498 E Main St, Centreville, MI 49032
David Lehr 269-599-2938
detourdad@aol.com
 

Visit us on Facebook 
@ facebook,com/

thunderroadsmichigan 
or for up to  

the minute event listings, 
thunderroadsmichigan.com
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FUNNY STUFF

An 80 year old man went to the doctor for 
a check-up and the doctor was amazed at 
what good shape the guy was in. The doctor 
asked, “To what do you attribute your good 
health?”

The old timer said, “I’m a dirt biker and that’s 
why I’m in such good shape. I’m up well 
before daylight on Sundays and out sliding 
around corners, “shootin” sand washes and 
riding up and down the steepest, gnarliest 
hills I can find at the crack of dawn.”

The doctor said, “Well, I’m sure that helps, 
but there’s got to be more to it. How old was 
your dad when he died?” The old timer said, 
“Who said my dad’s dead?”

The doctor said, “You mean you’re 80 years 
old and your dad’s still alive? How old is he?”

The old timer said, “He’s 99 years old and, in 
fact, he went riding with me this Sunday, and 
that’s why he’s still alive... he’s a dirt biker.”

The doctor said, “Well, that’s great, but I’m 
sure there’s more to it. How about your dad’s 
dad? How old was he when he died?”

The old timer said, “Who said my grandpa’s 
dead?”

The doctor said, “You mean you’re 80 years 
old and your grandfather’s still living! How old 
is he?”

The old timer said, “He’s 117 years old.”

The doctor was getting frustrated at this point 
and said, “I guess he went dirt bikin’ with you 
this Sunday too?”

The old timer said, “No... Grandpa couldn’t 
go this week because he got married.”

The Doctor said in amazement, “Got 
married!! Good Lord!!! Why would a 
117-year-old guy want to get married?”

The old timer said, “Who said he wanted to?”

Driving through Southern California, I 
stopped at a roadside stand that sold 
fruit, vegetables and crafts. As I went to 
pay, I noticed the young woman behind 
the counter was painting a sign. “Why the 
new sign?” I asked. “My boyfriend didn’t 
approve of the old one,” she said. When I 
glanced at what hung above the counter, 
I understood. It declared: “Local Honey 
Dates Nuts”

Old ranch owner John farmed a small 
ranch in Montana. The Montana Wage 
and Hour Department claimed he was not 
paying proper wages to his workers and 
sent an agent out to interview him.
‘I need a list of your employees and how 
much you pay them,’ demanded the 
agent.
‘Well,’ replied old John, ‘There’s my ranch 
hand who’s been with me for 3 years. 
I pay him $600 a week plus free room 
and board. The cook has been here for 
18 months, and I pay her $500 a week 
plus free room and board. Then there’s 
the half-wit who works about 18 hours 
every day and does about 90% of all the 
work around here. He makes about $10 
per week, pays his own room and board 
and I buy him a bottle of bourbon every 
Saturday night.’
‘That’s the guy I want to talk to, the half-
wit,’ says the agent.
‘That would be me,’ replied old rancher 
John.
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