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TOWN & COUNTRY HARLEY-DAVIDSON

US-I2 & US-127 - CEMENT CITY, MI 49233 - 517-547-3333

WWW.CEMENTCITYHARLEY.COM - MO-WED & FR: 10-6 TH:I0-8 SA:I0-3 SU:12-4

TECUMSEH HARLEY-DAVIDSON SHOP

8080 MATTHEWS HWY - TECUMSEH, MI 49286 - 517-423
WWW.TECUMSEHHD.COM - MO,TU,TH & FR: 10-6 WE-I0-8 SA:I0-3 SII:I 3
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Happy Independence Day!

There are a few reasons why | love the 4th of July, not only is it my
birthday, but it's Independence Day! | love my independence and
celebrating my birthday, ha ha. As a kid it wasn’t that funny later
in life when about 10 years old | found out that the fireworks really
were not all for me as my parents told me they were! Very funny
now though. The 4th of July is always a celebration and because
it's a holiday usually everyone has the day off and depending on
where it falls in the week, a nice long weekend. So Happy Inde-
pendence Day!

Thunder Roads Magazine is all about two things - the advertis-
ers and the readers. We have started something new as of June,
we are doing Biker News on Z93 The Rock Station. Every Friday
at 1pm, Lynn (from Z93) and | talk about the upcoming events
that weekend and month as well as where you can pick up an is-
sue of Thunder Roads. So you can always make sure to get your
monthly copy remember that every advertiser in Thunder Roads
will have them and if you are ever unsure go to ThunderRoad-
sMichigan.com to view it page by page.

This month we have great stories and pictures from some won-
derful events, articles on new bikes and custom bikes and sto-
ries from the past, present and future. We hope you enjoy them!
Thunder Roads is all throughout Michigan so be on the lookout
for the Thunder Cam!

Don’t forget, we are looking for the cartoon character as seen
in the Biker Friendly Directory. Last month the character was on
page 24, in the top middle picture. See if you can find him this
month.

Thank you for continuing to make Thunder Roads Magazine the
#1 Free to Readers Motorcycle Magazine in Michigan! Thank you
to our wonderful advertisers and loyal readers for your support.
Make sure to check out our website each month at thunderroad-
smichigan.com and like us on Facebook to keep up to date on all
the happenings.

Now for some “Mo” Advice: Always be leery of people that glorify
themselves and speak badly of others - usually they do this to
distract you from seeing the truth in them.

MICHIGAN
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SUZUKI
T SULZUKI 6SX-R 100

As Suzuki celebrated 60 years of motorcycle production in 2012, the one millionth
GSX-R rolled off the production line too. Both of these feats are only possible
thanks to the on-going and continued support from Suzuki fan, racers, and dealers
worldwide. To acknowledge this important milestone, Suzuki brings GSX-R1000
1 Million Commemorative Edition for the 2013 model year. This special equipped
production model will be limited to 1,985 units worldwide, taken after 1985, when
GSX-R series was introduced and completely redefined the definition of a sport
bike. Taking the market by storm, the GSX-R delivered new levels of performance
and agility, quickly dominating both the roads and racetracks of the world.

The 2013 Suzuki GSX-R will once again prove itself to be legendary motorcycle
with amazing throttle response, power, and acceleration at mid range engine
speeds — all with great fuel economy. Engineering your dream bike to go fast
is not the only priority at Suzuki. The GSX-R1000 delivers outstanding braking
capabilities with its Brembo calipers and heat-resistant stainless steel brake discs.
The bike maneuvers like a dream with a solid chassis design and responsive
suspension.
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Simply put, the GSX-R1000 offers outstanding engine performance from idle to
redline, smooth suspension performance, responsive handling, and superior brak-
ing to Own The Racetrack.

For 2013: the GSX-R1000 is available in Pearl Glacier White; Metallic Triton Blue/
Glass Splash White and Metallic Mat Black/Glass Sparkle Black.

Suzuki Drive Mode Selector (S-DMS) offers push-button selection of three
race-developed engine control maps that regulate the Suzuki Dual Throttle Valve
(SDTV) fuel injection, secondary throttle valve and ignition system to suit personal
preference or riding conditions, such as going from the street to a racetrack or
breaking in a new rear tire. S-DMS allows the rider to select full engine power or
reduced power with softer throttle control when desired. A switch is conveniently
located on the left handlebar for easier operation.

Crankcase design incorporates large pentagonal cut-outs in the side of
the of each cylinder bore allowing air trapped underneath each descending piston
to more quickly escape to adjacent cylinders where the pistons are rising. The
shape of the ventilation holes — wider at the top, narrow at the bottom — matches
the actual flow of trapped air, reducing pumping losses & improving overall ac-
celeration.

Suzuki Dual Throttle Valve (SDTV) fuel injection system, an exclusive
Suzuki race-developed design, uses two butterfly valves in each throttle body
barrel. The primary valve is controlled by the rider and the secondary valve is
controlled by the ECM, offering superb throttle response, unrivaled acceleration
and improved fuel efficiency.

Suzuki Exhaust Tuning (SET) servo-controlled butterfly valve in the ex-
haust pipe helps to maximize torque throughout the rev range in diverse running
conditions by optimizing the exhaust-system back-pressure in accordance with
the engine speed, throttle position and gear position. The 4-2-1 exhaust system
increases mid-range engine power output and is lightweight, contributing to im-
proved agility and handling.

Lightweight Showa Big Piston front Fork (BPF) eliminates the internal car-
tridge assembly inserted into each fork leg and instead uses a single 39.6mm
piston riding on the inside wall of the inner fork tube. This endurance-race-proven
design provides more effective, linear damping performance, especially notice-
able during hard braking and at corner entry giving superior feedback to the rider.

Electronically controlled steering damper provides lighter steering at
slower speeds and more damping force on the racetrack and at highway speeds,
providing consistent stability to suit various riding conditions.

Twin front disc brakes with full-floating 310mm discs and rigid, radial-
mount, lightweight Brembo monobloc front brake calipers provide unparalleled
braking performance and handling.

A Showa rear shock works through an aluminum alloy linkage mounted on the
swingarm and an extruded aluminum alloy link rod connected to the frame. The
rear shock offers adjustable rebound damping, spring preload, and both high-
speed and low-speed compression damping.

Digital instrumentation features an analog tachometer with LCD readouts
of the speedometer, odometer, dual trip meter, reserve trip meter, clock, coolant
temperature/oil pressure indicator, shift light and S-DMS.

Suzuki Clutch Assist System (SCAS) is incorporated into the back torque-
limiting clutch, for light clutch pull, responsive feel at the lever and optimum clutch
performance.




WOLVERINE HARLEY-DAVIDSON .owven, @ 3 . . TREE
: . oA 6 0 " & SN
_ |I“ 9
74 A

A Category for
Everyonel!

Cycle Masters )!
Sales & Service

All Brands - Motorcycle, Marroe County

Snowmobile & ATVs

Custom Builds Vot don't pacd 4 Pockeio_

Darkside Air - $L;0 000 Bike 1o WINI

Custom Painting

Collision Repair

Accessorie Installs

Dyno-Service

Fabrication

G5 _~'- W. Laketon Ave
& eac| £ I # 7 f
1—!_,]“!'1 h."ll . unday fd“"::.ﬂ;:;ﬂ‘_

231 578-6079 Aﬁ%@gam

CYCLE IIWSWIRLRESLE

OFFICS i AU VLS

LUUI‘IGE & GHILL

Van Duren

Irving

West
nsurance gancy

We're the Experts!

We shop 10 companies for you!
Specialize in Harleys, Cruisers, and Tour Bikes
Quick quotes and friendly local service

Van Duren-Irving West Irving Insurance
Insurance Agency, Inc
2110 Enterprise St SE 3033 N. Linden Rd.
Grand Rapids, MI 49508 Flint, Ml 48504
616-827-0816 810-230-0250

TR EN

www.bestbikerate.com

JULY 2013 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE 11




Veteran Status on Driver’s License

House Bill 4037, sponsored by state Rep. Nancy Jenkins, adds a veteran’s des-
ignation to Michigan driver’s licenses for veterans who request it and show proof
of military service with an honorable discharge. A companion bill, Senate Bill 219
sponsored by state Sen. Darwin Booher, adds the designation to state issued ID
cards when requested and proof of military service with honorable discharge is
presented. The designation will be available on driver’s licenses and personal
state IDs beginning May 2014. Governor Snyder signed the bills into law on May
14.

Prior to this, some businesses that offered discounts for veterans required the
person to show their DD-214. | don’t know of any veterans that carry that around,
and it could lead to identity theft (my DD-214 has my Social Security number on
it). This will allow you to prove you are a veteran by showing your driver’s license
with the veteran status checked. To get the status on your driver’s license you will
need to show the Secretary of State office your DD-214.

When the bill was first introduced | thought of another way it could be used that
people weren't discussing. It lets law enforcement officers (LEO) know on traffic
stops if the person is a veteran, and therefore the person “could” have PTSD. Two
ways to think on this one. If the LEO understands the person could have PTSD,
he would approach him in an appropriate manner different than he would a regular
citizen. The second aspect of this is the LEO going overboard and calling for lots
of backup because “he may have a psycho on his hands”. | haven't asked any
LEOs what they think on this subject. Then again, | could be full of it on this angle.

Sexual Assaults

We've all seen the numerous news reports about the military and sexual assaults.
In D.C. the House passed by voice vote a bill (HR 671) that would require the
Department of Veterans Affairs to update regulations regarding military sexual
trauma to ensure it is recognized as an in-service stressor in determining service-
connected post-traumatic stress disorder.

Diplomas For Vietnam Veterans

Michigan Vietnam veterans who failed to finish high school because of the war
could receive their diplomas under legislation in the state Senate. The Veterans,
Military and Homeland Security Committee are expected to take up the legislation.

The bill would allow high school boards to award diplomas to Vietnam veterans
aged 65 and older. Michigan law already allows World War Il and Korean War
veterans to get diplomas.

Republican Sen. Judy Emmons of Sheridan is the bill's sponsor. She says in a
statement that “it may seem like a small thing, but to our veterans and their fami-
lies it is an important acknowledgement of everything they gave up so we could
remain free.”

Michigan Veterans Agency

Gov. Rick Snyder created a veterans agency with a cabinet-level director. And
lawmakers on both sides of the aisle are pushing several bills aimed at assisting
those who served in the military.

One of the driving factors behind the recent focus on vets is recognition that the
state has historically fallen short in serving its veteran population, which ranked
11th largest nationwide in 2010.

In 2010, Michigan came in dead last for per-capita utilization of federal veterans’
benefits. Last year the state improved slightly to fourth-lowest. State veterans af-
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fairs officials warn that the report is deceiving because it includes high-cost capital
expenses for VA centers or federal settlements with other states.

Nevertheless, Michigan still ranks low in health, education and other benefit
spending, and it's a statistic used by many in explaining the recent focus on vet-
erans’ issues.

David McCallister “Possum”

Retired AF MSgt computer tech.

Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan,
Boerfink MTK Germany,

RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK
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July 6
VETERANS SUPPORT RIDE
Eagles Hall, Gaylord, MI. 4pm - 6pm
Spaghetti dinner, bike show, live music, free event for everyone.
Vietnam Veterans presents the Vietnam Memorial Moving Wall.
Call 989-732-2921 for more info.

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

Fighting for the rights
of POW/MIA, helping to
protect future veterans

and veterans in need

from all wars.

www.forgotteneagles.org ki
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The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW

Shopping in the men’s department:
Tips for women looking to buy a motorcycle

W L L

Many riders, myself included, have noticed a change on the roads in the last few
years. There have always been women that ride and ride well, but more and more
women are taking control and grabbing the handlebars. The Motorcycle Industry
Council's 2008 Owner Survey shows that women riders made up 23 percent of
the 25 million motorcyclists in America that year; that means 5.7 million women
saddled up to ride the open road.

It's interesting to see the way the industry is reacting to this growing demographic.
It's true there have been women riders all along, but the spike in uptake over the
last ten years has definitely changed the way bike and gear manufacturers are
making and marketing their products. Surprisingly, the big manufacturers are not
yet capitalizing on this new market by producing bikes specifically for women, and
there are only a handful of custom shops who build bikes for female riders.

With that in mind, here are some tips to help women riders find the best bike for
their ride.

Safety first: If you have never ridden a motorcycle, take a MSF Course or Riders
Edge Course. Ifit's been along time, MSF also offers a refresher class. They will
supply motorcycles to practice on so you can get current on your skills.

Do your research: Before you buy a bike, think about the type of riding you
want to do. Are you looking to commute on the bike, or to cruise around on the
weekends? Do you need speed? Do you plan to ride with others, and if so, what
is their riding style?

There are a few different styles of bikes, the most common being sport bikes
and cruisers. Sport bikes tend to be lighter-weight bikes designed for speed and
precise cornering abilities. Some require the rider to maintain an aggressive,
leaned-forward position in the seat, which could be uncomfortable for long rides
or anyone with neck problems. Cruisers, on the other hand, allow the rider to
sit in @ more relaxed, upright, and comfortable position. They are often a little
louder and can come with more “bells and whistles”, like mp3 players and back-
rests. However, they also tend to be significantly heavier than sport bikes, which
could pose a challenge for smaller, lighter women riders. Harley Davidson offers
a “Sportster” which is still a cruiser styled bike, but lighter and more easily ma-
neuverable than say a “Touring” motorcycle. Some have argued that previous
models have been top-heavy for some women riders, but their new “Low” series
addresses that and can be a great option for women looking for a bike that is both
fast and comfortable.

You will also benefit from doing a significant amount of research on the type of
safety gear you buy for riding. Once you know the type of riding you plan to do, or
the type of bike you want to purchase, read up on safety! There are a lot of differ-
ent options for safety gear, including jackets, helmets, boots, gloves, and chaps.
You need to research the material and read about the safety ratings for each item.
How do they work together? What are other users saying about the products?
There are hundreds of user forums out there, many of which cater specifically to
women riders. Find out what others are saying and what works for them before
you start shopping.

Try it on: Once you've settled on a style, get out there and start trying on different
bikes. You really can’t buy a bike just by looking at it. You need to climb on and see
how it feels. Is the seat comfortable? Can you reach the controls comfortably? Is it
the right size for your leg length? Can you pick the bike up, and can you keep it up
while straddling it? You should also see if it feels top-heavy. If it does, try another.
Keep on trying until you find something that feels comfortable and secure. Do not
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settle. If something is not quite right, consider having it customized so that it's
perfect for you. Customization will add to your overall cost, but it's a worthwhile
investment because it will make your ride safer and more comfortable. Look for
bike events in your area where many different manufacturers will have bikes on
hand for you to try. Consult forums and local bike clubs to find out if they host in-
person events where you can go to meet club members and try out different rides.
Motorcycling is a really tight-knit community, so | suggest you take advantage of
that and let experienced riders help you find your perfect fit.

Know your true budget: The retail price of the bike isn’t the only thing you need
to plan for when making this purchase. The bike itself is likely to be the biggest
ticket item, but you also need to budget for safety gear, and in many areas you'll
need to take a safety course in order to legally ride on the road. You should also
plan for other costs including gas, insurance, maintenance, and membership fees
if you plan to ride with a club or a group. Remember to budget for customization!
You may be buying a bike designed for a male rider, so you may need to have a
few adjustments made to the bike in order to get it just right for you.

My suggestion is to start out on a small, lightweight bike with a lower seat height
(depending on your height). This will help you to truly feel comfortable while learn-
ing to ride. It is always easier to learn to ride a small bike really well, mastering its
full potential and then move up to a larger bike.

Some great smaller bikes are; the new Bobber made by Harley-Davidson, the
Honda Rebel and the Kawasaki Ninja 250.

Keep in mind that, depending on the type of riding you choose, lowering of a mo-
torcycle does have an effect on the handling of some motorcycles while traveling
through turns. Bottom line, don’t let someone convince you to buy a bike that you
do not feel comfortable on — It's your ride!

Buying a new bike is an exciting event for any rider, beginner or experienced. It's
an opportunity to learn more about the sport and the technology available, which
just keeps getting better. As the number of women riders continues to increase,
we should see more and more companies getting on board and creating new
products designed with women in mind.

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a
Michigan attorney specializing in the
areas of motorcycle and motor ve-
hicle injury litigation as well as Michi-
gan’s Motor Vehicle No- Fault Law.
Mr. Waechter has collected millions
of dollars in settlements, awards and
verdicts for his motorcycle clients
over the past 20 years. A portion of
each case settled goes to education-
al resources for bikers, funds to help
bikers while their cases are being
litigated and our motorcycle accident
prevention campaign.

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll
free at 1-877-BIKER LAW.

Or visit www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

"Over the past 20 years Jason Waechter -
THE Motorcycle Lawyer™ has earned
a great reputation in the legal field and
motorcycle community.

| RECOMMEND HIM.’

- Legendary Bike Builder RON FINCH

(]

L/ ﬁ\&\) /

- Ron Finch - Jason Waechter

(/T

REPRESENTING INJURED
BIKERS FOR 20 YEARS e

He wrote the bhook.

Jason Waechter is

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER"

www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com

1111111117171/

e [
Litigating notorcye

v & De ath Cases

A Michigan lawyer who rides, gets results, has 5
offices & does good for the motorcycle community.
Jason is a member of HOG, ABATE & AMA.

1-877-Biker Law
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After 35 years of marriage, a husband and wife came for counseling. When
© for a new one to hire.

: Adrunkard with a ragged, dirty look came to apply for the position.

© The director of the factory wondered how to send him away. They tested
© him.

: They gave him a glass with a drink. He tried it and said, “It's red wine,

a Muscat, three years old, grown on a north slope, matured in steel

: containers.”

with a raised eyebrow. The woman shut up and quietly sat down as though :
Another glass. “It’s red wine, Cabernet, eight years old, a south western
wife needs at least 3 times a week. Can you do this?” “Well, | can drop her :
: “Correct.” The director was astonished. He winked at his secretary to

: suggest something.

. She brought in a glass of urine. The alcoholic tried it.

“It's a blonde, 26 years old, three months pregnant, made inside the office.
© Andif you don’t give me the job, I'll also tell who’s the father!”

© The boss collapsed... and the right man for the job was hired immediately,
© on the spot.

asked what the problem was, the wife went into a tirade listing every
problem they had ever had in the years they had been married. On and on
and on: neglect, lack of intimacy, emptiness, loneliness, feeling unloved
and unlovable, an entire laundry list of unmet needs she had endured.
Finally, after allowing this for a sufficient length of time, the therapist

got up, walked around the desk and after asking the wife to stand, he
embraced and kissed her long and passionately as her husband watched -

in a daze. The therapist turned to the husband and said, “This is what your

off here on Mondays and Wednesdays, but on Fridays, | fish.”

A very wealthy, young, and drop-dead gorgeous woman returns from a day
of shopping.

She is greeted at the door by her butler, Jeeves.

“Jeeves” she says. “Follow me to my bedroom.”

“Yes Ma’am” he replied. When they got to the bedroom she turned to him
and

said, “Jeeves, | want you to take off my jacket.” “Yes Ma’am” he said as he
removed her jacket.

“Now Jeeves, | want you to take off my blouse.”

“Yes Ma’am.”

“Now Jeeves, | want you to take off my skirt.”

“Yes Ma’am”

“Now Jeeves, | want you to take off my stockings.”

“Yes Ma’am.”

“Now Jeeves, | want you to take off my bra.”

“Yes Ma’am.”

“Now Jeeves, | want you to take off my panties.”

“Yes Ma’am”

“Now Jeeves, | never want to catch you wearing my clothes again or you
will be terminated immediately.

“Yes Ma’am, duly noted”.

THINGS THAT MAKE YOU ASK.......... WHY?

is lemon juice made with artificial flavors, and dishwashing liquid made
with real lemons?

Is it that doctors call what they do “practice” ?

isn’t there mouse-flavored cat food?

Do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections?

Don’t you ever see the headline ‘Psychic Wins

Lottery’?

Is ‘abbreviated’ such a long word?

If con is the opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress?

In an alcohol factory the regular tester died and the director started looking

“That’s correct”, said the boss.

slope, oak barrels.”

© In an alcohol factory the official taste- tester died and the director started

looking for a new officianado to fill the position

A drunkard with a ragged, dirty look came to apply for the position, reeking
of wine smell.

The director of the factory wondered how to send him away. So, they
tested him.

: They gave him a glass with a drink. He tried it and said, “It's red wine,

a Muscat, three years old, grown on a north slope, matured in steel

© containers.”

“That’s correct”, said the boss, totally amazed.

Another glass. “It’s red wine, Cabernet, eight years old, a south western

. slope, oak barrels.”

: “Correct.” The director was astonished. He winked at his Secretary to

: suggest something.

. She brought in a glass of urine. The alcoholic tried it.

“It's a blonde, 26 years old, three months pregnant, made inside the office.
: And if you don’t give me the job, I'll also tell who's the father!”

: The boss collapsed... but the right man for the job was hired immediately.

The 11th Annual

(DHEES o

. ..UPD&R

2013
July 12t013

FREE Public Admission!

Honoring (he Men & Women
of Dur Armed Forces 8

featuring

BAITILE OF THE BANDS
CUSIOM BIKE BUILDERS

=M<

www, TheWheelsOfThunder.com

Comacd Joo Mechnet ol

Bikes Sleds

ool O P 175 PITS TOPLONG

Watercraft Side x Sides (EMPARTS & M\[_,somg(
Parts Aparell
2 Greaft Locations, Grand Rapids & Holland! Accessories Service

Get Wet at the Village! Nt MlchlgansMotorsports Superstores

Michigan is 456% Water-... It’'s About time you Get In /It !!!

JETy Kawasaki $suzua
,;% DYAMAHA €5 PoLARIS

i ~ can-am 3

>

@ HONDA
VICTORY 7¢

L FrE=—F =
HUSTLER i..l(.__} KYMCO

3700 Plainfield, Grand Rapids
(616) 432-6262

13035 New Holland St. Holland
(616) 399-5000

www.VillageMotorsports.net

Mo raR.S'IJORTS' IWVET,

SEQNDDD.

SE0-200 (@

7 500 e

Hundreds of New & Pre-Owned Machines
In Stock, Ready for Delivery!
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2nd Annual

Great Lakes Burn Camp Challenge
Presented by GWRRA of MI Chapter “J” and Wendy's

- !

o S

12th Annual Niles Burn Run
Benefits Great Lakes Burn Camp

Flexible Chrome

y e

e

586-757-4B00

. -ﬁ}inﬁing Spray,on Chrome Technology

Join us SATURDAY THE 13TH 10am-10pm

when we shut down DOWNTOWN NILES MI! \Ms
BIKE SHOW ~ FOOD ~ LIVE BANDS '\

RIDE ON 14TH
Police, Fire & EMS Escorted
Regisistration 9am ~ Ride Leaves at Noon
$20 Bike / $30 with Rider IF PRE-REGISTERED BY JUNE 24

Visit website at www.nilesburnrun.com
or Facebook or Twitter for more info

JULY 20 &\ --:‘:)

Great Lakes Burn Camp Fundraiser
Presented by Axeman Detroit
(Professional Firefighters Motorcycle Club)

DETROIT CLUB HOUSE ~ 8480 South St., Detroit MI
Doors open 5pm ~ $10 donation
For more info contact Brent 313-461-7840
or Facebook-Axemen Detroit

CITY PARKING LOT, Jackson MI
$10 person includes lunch at Wendy’s
Registration 11am
@ AWARDS 3:30PM
OBSTACLE COURSES

For more info contact
Gary 517-262-0896 or Tom 517-262-1162
or email yellow_wing@yahoo.com

AUGUST 10

Escort the Kids to
Great Lakes Burn Camp

Meet at WINGS STADIUM
3600 Vanrick Drive (Sprinkle Road), Kalamazoo MI
Registration 10am-12:30pm ~ Ride Leaves 1pm
PRIZES ~ FOOD ~ 50/50
For more info contact Bill 517-206-1115

'? GET YOUR FEET READY FOR RIDINGSEASON &'
SORE FEET PODIATRY P.C.

DR. STANLEY B. COHEN, DPM / DR. RANDY H. BERNSTEIN, DPM
BIKER FRIENDLY AND BIKER OWNED

k-

ou don'’t want to miss it!!

* Arthritis & Ingrown Nails

* Bone & Heel Spurs

* Bunions, Corns & Calluses
* Diabetic & Senior Foot Care
* Flat Feet & Arch Pain

* Fractures

¢ Fungus Nails & Infections

* Leg Cramps & Heel Pain

* Numbness & Gout

* Ankle Sprains & Sports Injuries

* Ulcers & Wound Care

* Varicose & Spider Vein Treatments
» Warts On Hands & Feet

* Burning & Tingling Feet

\iH EJB1GGE SiTgBIKEINIG HiTgIN|
MIDEMICHIGAN™S

* Hammertoes « Circulation & Nerve Problems
We Accept Medicare, BCBS, HAP, BCN & Most PPOs
THREE METRO-DETROIT LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

248.549.3338
313-821-3338
734-261-3400

OpenM-F 10am to 6pm ﬁ
Walk-insWelcome 7
§ Find us om: \L'ocated 1/2 mile east of Hoover
ac - South side of g Mile

o t\
: Shoes
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R EADERS = SANDY'S v "EEEE

HARLEY-DAVIDSON® 231-924-3020

FREMONT, MI L www.sandysharley-davidson.com

'mEi{ICAN PRIDE "RED, WHITE & BLUE

™ st 6TH / : ~ :
20% OFFM&n’sand Women's Regular pncﬂf 20%0FF mum,mw-.nmu 110
.GE{iune Harley-Davidson and Oﬁfalally Licensed . MJJI.LJ W; J,u,ug .
f  SLEEVELESS I:SHIRTS *K #
-. 4 - ;4 / 3 E
o Check out our selection of New & Previously Owned

DYNO TUNING AVAILABLE

- . . Ha ley-Davidson® Motorcycles.
Let us helpwith 6l your perfortaiceieedsforalitletoreyower; Ll <

mm Todels availablethat reachup 1050 MPG ighway.

or Become ailemberiot SANDY.S W00 HORSECLUE Yot cotld make yourpayment witli ghiey el savingss
HAROLD LowE Sl N e -.
- F - - 2. \v i~ = Vol :-‘, T ‘0 :‘n.—-'
‘ g " ‘# . i - v i r v ';k I.f‘h - _‘\.- l.'\‘_ o - .
8y Harold Lowe, Cass City 79 / - / ‘ g / & - 1 \ h:___ Ty ¥ _’:- <
Well, this story starts out as a day going rummaging. Everyone —t - free ,._ - e— N - \L,

S — -

has heard about the person finding a treasure at a yard sale. We#—-ef}
this, my friends, is my yard sale treasure. Driving around Bad

Axe stopping at different yard sales, | came up on this one. The

couple had this bike among all the other stuff they were wanting

to get rid of to make room for the new Harley that they ordered,
so | decided to do my part to help them out and in the same noté™=
got the best treasure | could have got that day!

37 years of family owned and operated experience! Plus outstanding Customer Satisfaction Scores.

“*BIKER FRIENDLY HOTEL!
- BANJDS/__ — $59@@ RAT

;,-.‘ Standard Room

Breakfast for two

When you show your cycle endorsement!
Offer based on availability, black out dates may apply.

This bike is a 2003 American Iron Horse Texas Chopper model. The bike
is powered by a 107 ci S&S motor with a 6 speed Baker transmission, and
has a 9ft overall length with plenty of power for anyone. This bike is just a
blast to ride. Some of the custom work was done by B&B Ruth in Bad Axe. |
would like to thank Don Clark of Thunder Roads of Michigan for choosing. m
bike and story out of the other bikes that were there that day for this month’s
feature.

. -

pHoTos BY Don Clark u

Midland, MI
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’ M Monday 11am - 2am
! GRILL Tuesday - Sunday 8am - 2am

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom Ml 48393 ¢ (248)449-9667 ¢ www.stingersbarwixom.com

PGEES

JUST @OoT

HOT GIRLZ =COLD BEER =GREAT FOOD

EVERY THURSDAY
What happens at Stingers stays at Stingers

BIKINI STAFF - LIVE BANDS - GO GO DANCERS - FREE BIKE WASH

WE AT THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE
WOULD LIKE TO SAY
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o CAPITOL

wLive Bands w Ice Cold Beer
tr Give Aways v Great Food

.

U | 1

T an 2 ~' ' ay know all this, but if these points -
-;,, h ' (™ rider avoid an accident, the time they spent

an Accelerate Your Dreams ?’ La y ’ ! B is worth it.
9550 Woodlane Dr. Dimondale, Ml 48821 off I-96 EXit 98B . vw.turkeyv ' 2.t ! - . Have @ ilast on your nextjroad trip and ride safe out there!

ing-to

FULL COVERAGE

00
Inxumnu. C ompany  STARTING AT 3425._
Excepional claims service since 1917 ON MOST HARLEY’S.
BIKE NIGHT SPECIALS Thunder Roads 3 Iy 500 COMP-500 COLLISION
A = 8 MONTHS RIDING -4 MONTHS
$2 domestic hottles magazine is available | - e % |

(COMP ONLY STORAGE)
5 PM-CLOSE , , - T NO TICKETS/CLAIMS LAST 3 YEARS

inour office. Touring Bikes RATES MAY VARY BY TERRITORY Kathleen Howell is an avid rider, . ' j
. g Bikes , photographer, technical communicator
$1 OFF chicken baskets (DINE IN ONLY) and grammar nazi that lives for exploring the back roads. Visit her at
3 PM-CLOSE (269) 781-2247 + 1020 E. Michigan Ave. * Marshall, Ml 49068

kathleenhowell.com or follow her on Twitter @howellfracks.
greg@gregalleninsurance.com ¢ www.gregalleninsurance.com
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FLINT
VEHICLE CITY

TN
EUREKA APEX 2 BACKCOUNTRY TENT yusse Ay

oo/ 0 OFF PACK SZE: 5° X 24" . Yﬁ “N THE 3‘0 ‘

WEIGHT: 5LBS 110Z 7m
MOTORCYCLE . ' _ Srzptember 15,14,15 2013

~  LUGGAGE . — —
' EUREKA DUAL TEHP 30/50 EUPRES LY 30 2013 — f’;ﬁq % N N,
_ STUFF SACK SIZE: 9” X 17.5” -4 . — ‘ jjl'
.o-;: —

\%
CARRY WEIGHT: 3LBS - Al W
B K 246471 Tous PACK B _

,,Er;;;,“" _ " SiZE: 19” X 27” X 10” 1 _a § P"‘

813999 7th Annual
IKES ON THE BRICKS

DOWNTOWN FLINT

bsummsm 13-14-15, 2013

- ALL WEEK-END LONG
¢ POLICE MOTORCYCLE SKILLS COMPETITION
e URIAS GLOBE OF DEATH STUNT SHOW
o LIVE MUSIC

HEADLINERS
SKlNNY IMOLLY featuring former members of Lynyrd Skynyrd

and BLACKFOOT
SATURDAY

* o BIKER FASHION SHOW
e POLICE ESCORTED RIDE ONLY $1 01

dyviLg

E
')
E
N
T

A SUNDAY ¥ '
P4 e BIKE SHOW .\sﬁ{ 15 el P

www.BIKESONTHEBRICKS.cOM
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BREAKFASTANCLUDED
illid=\E=NS ",K rx—; ~ -
JEVENSIC GRS SALE
E)EJU;E)EJ—‘ 9¢

-

E
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—

00501 }J;)BO NIRD ~ BAYSGLIN,
STAY OVER NIGHT IN MZ \ AW CITY,

STOPEORILUNCH ON THE WAY
APPROXIMATLEY 450 MILES
% RIDE YOUR OWN WAYBACK
$50 DONATION PLUS ROOM.STAY

DEADLINE FOR
REGISTRATION
JULY 8TH

ADDRESS
PHONE NUMBER
[] YES HOTEL RESERVATION ~ $25 DEPOSIT FOR RESERVATION

[] NO HOTEL RESERVATION
SEND THIS REGISTRATION FORM TO: STEVENS CYCLE SALES ~ 3636 S. HURON RD, BAY CITY MI 48706

Many of you are aware that Grant County, Indiana is
where Fairmount is located and the home of James Dean,
the location where, “Cool was born”. This quiet patch of
countryside is also where “hog” was born. Slow down
bacon aficionados, this is not where swine was created.
This is where the tag name for big cruiser, especially Har-
leys, was coined. Yeah, that hog and | know you were
already toasting the bread and slicing tomatoes. This is
way cool and you must read on.

The Home of the Hog is being celebrated right here in
Marion, Indiana. Back in 1919 and then again in 1920
there was an international motorcycle race held just
southwest of town. It utilized back roads to make a five
mile race course. It just so happens that with the latter
race, Harley won the race and a local farmer awarded the
winner with a piglet. He immediately made a victory lap
with the “bacon seed” as a passenger. The Harley race
team affectionately became known as the Hog Boys and
the name hog stuck from then on out.

This is the fourth year of the celebration held at Ballard
Field on the east edge of Marion. It is a two day event
held over three days. Come on now quit trying to figure
that out on your fingers. The weekend rally, that’s right
rally, begins around noon on Friday and wraps up around
the same time on Sunday. There will be camping so you
can crash after watching that last band, which is The Why
Store Friday night. The party will have tons of music,
vendors of all kinds, awesome food and all that biker type
stuff you would expect to see or do. You have got to
turn out and see for yourself. If you do not, you will miss
breakfast and the kicking church service on Sunday. Did
| forget to mention the beer tent? Now | know | got your
attention. See you there.

In three years we have somebody from about every city of
town in Indiana, folks from a pile of states and there has
even been a couple of countries ride in for the show. The
only thing we are missing is you. There is a ride, Chasing
the Tail, every year with a local charity as the beneficiary.
So, see you can party down, take the ride and still feel
good about yourself.

Mark Sullivan,
Hog Daze Motorcycle Rally Committee

HOG DAZE

MARION, INDIANA
SEPT 20-22, 2013

MNorth of Indianapolis
Free Guide & Info: b therealgc.com
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- GRAND RAPIDS HARLEY-DAVIDSON 'S y

£ b
FRlDAY JULY 12TH SUNDAY JULY MTH

=T

T US TAKE YOU OUT TO THE BALLGAME
lTII\EIE’RE GIVING AWAY 4TI TICKETS TO EACH!

;ﬁ"aps

REGISTER DURING OUR EVENT TO BE ONE OF 3 LUCKY WINNERS!

Aua. 3rd / Sept. /t

REE B

Caon/ A

_FREE Dyno Runs Suturduyl ;
FREE Hurley Davidson® Test-Rides!
<

FREE Awesome Food!

. FREE Tire Installl (w/purchase of Any in- siock ir
FREE Windshield or Seat Demo for 48 ho

- FREE GRAND SLAM COOLER PACK

" TOTHE FIRST 50 PURCHASES OVER $50 SAT & SUN!

d 5th 9AM'TILGONE|

S

HARLEY-DAVIDSON ||

“ = —
_@INESR

r'..' -

cooL B (ESS

‘I " ¥
AAE
e
=

- GRAND RAPII]S

grandrapldshqr ey.com -

\/“

HOT BREAKFAST

- = =

,.._4:_1-,-'4.,,--;-

% Midland’s
\'\\ Biker Bar

MIDLAND, MI

702 S. Jefferson Ave / 989-835-2851

cell: 734-730-9482
fax: 734-439-71279

WRoeen

Che Biker's Realtor 47

RogerWhitekw@gmail.com
www.RogerWhiteHomes.com

Biker Breakfast at

EvcrySamrday T\Aoming this Summer
—amto 10am—
Jhe Cheshine Graill vill have awesome
homemade spedals to get you revved up for a great day of riding

f
" je to‘Rlde Ag‘ i

“Moes

Inspiration
T 'he more a man knows, the more he forgives. ~ Catherine the Great

Orne who understands much displays a greater simplicity of
character than one who understands little. ~ Alexander Chase

Govern thy life and thoughts as if the whole world were to see the
one, and read the other. ~ Thomas Fuller

Life is short, art long, opportunity fleeting, experience treacherous,
Jjudgment difficult. ~ Hypocrites

Riddles

A. Every dawn begins with me. At dusk I’ll be the first you see
and daybreak couldn’t come without. What midday centers all about,
Daises grow from me, I’m told and when I come, I end all cold. But
in the sun I won’t be found. Yet still, each day I'’ll be around.

B. Kings and queens may cling to power and the jester’s got his
call. But, as you may all discover, the common one outranks them
all.

C. One by one we fall from heaven, down into the depths of past.
And our world is ever upturned so that yet some time we’ll last.

D . I can be long, or I can be short. I can be grown, and I can be
bought. I can be painted, or left bare. I can be round, or square.
What am [?

(Answers below)

Fun Facts
A dragonfly has a lifespan of 24 hours.

A fully loaded supertanker travelling at normal speed takes at least
twenty minutes to stop.

A “jiffy” is an actual unit of time for 1/100th of a second.

A sneeze travels out your mouth at over 100 m.p.h.

Weird Laws

A rkansas drive-in aren’t very convenient thanks to this law... No
person shall drive a motor vehicle onto the premises of a drive-in
restaurant and leave the premises without parking

Titinois: A state law requires that a man’s female companion shall
call him “master” while out on a date. The law does not apply to
married couples. wow!

N T N

2977 Corporate Grove Drive, Hudsonwlle MI, 49426 / (616) 8960111 Fi

[reurd3uy v (g ;
sse[3Inoy ue ur spues “() (SpIed JO Yoop v Ul) d0v uB (g P 1919 oY) (Y :SIOMSuy )
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CONTINUES Garo Gars, craits Bikes & Big Rigs -
8y Don Clark

All Mo’rorcycles Welcome! ) o Sat: June.8th was the Caro Cars and Craft shgw. Adding

A ’ a nice twist to it this year, there were also Bikes & Big
Rigs, plus all kinds of vendors and a food court with even
bouncy houses for the little ones. There was something
there for every age. There just seems to be something
about getting an elephant ear or maybe a Gibby’s footlong
hot dog or fries and walking around looking at the crafts,
custom paint and all the chrome. It was no easy job for
the judges with many nice cars and bikes. But as for the
Big Rigs, it's easy to see by the pictures that 1st 2nd and
3rd would go to Zwerk and Sons Farm. There is no sec-

THE TRADITION

All Motorcycles Welcome!
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www.ogemawhillsbikeweek.com or call 989-896-6429 ey T f g ' B ond guessing that they take pride in their ride! If you
facebook.com/ogemawhillsbikeweek o S el i didn't or couldn't make it, there is always next year

when they are expecting it to be even bigger and
better. A big thank you to Caro Motor Sports, Bul-
let Auto & Truck Service and many other sponsors
along with a huge thank you to the Caro Chamber
of Commerce.

Hope you all are having a safe and fun summer!

God Bless Our Troops!

MOTORS PO RTS

- SX00Z00m

If you'’re looking for a new ride or wanting
to get yours primed, the Best Values are at
Boondox Motorsports - Sales and Service!

200~
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On Your Ride Stop at Eﬂ’fi tz’ﬁ

RESTAURANT
M-46 & M-15 w RICHVILLE
989-868-4810

& mErmer mEm——

_,—-% / -y r' —I - —r—l

PROCTOR’S METAL FINISHING
TRIPLE PLATED
COPPER ~ NICKEL ~ CHROME

BIKES —~ BOATS — CARS

1734 S. GETTY ST/ MUSKEGON MI 49442
231-722-6931

www.proctorsmetalfinishing.net
pmfc56@yahoo.com

BINES - BEER - MUSIC

* Every'Wednesday Night 6-10pm
e Featuring Cancun Girilz
e Drink Specials ~ Mini Pitchers
& Buckets of-Beer
* Biker Games
¢ Outdoor Tiki Bar
* Great Tex-Mex Food
e Giveaways
SPONSORED BY
Hot Rod Harley-Davidson®

RIGCEST RIKE NIGHT IN TOWN!

TR C I oI E CTIaNTIA N
*'WS‘IWS Olei:ebnuk AND AT OURMBﬂﬁE
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LIKE NOTHING
ELSENTHE LOT

From Stock to
full blown Custom,
Twisted Twin Custom
Motorcycles transforms
reams into reality.

Accessories

5 years

llarlev Emun ::r.y:;‘;i“si:,“u‘;‘:‘s'n

REAL INSURANcE Homeand Auto.
FOR REAL BIKERS"

Michigan . _

IHEURAMNCE COMPARNY LH’"

Best Harley rates
In Michigan

Harley Davidson
Riders & Dealers Packages
989-781-3070

www.midv.net
Thomas Radewahn CIC, LIC — Agent

T SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVE THE DATE SAVEZ
THUMB'S LARGEST MOTORCYCLE BAR
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HOME OF MICHIGAN'S LARGEST LABOR DAY WEEKEND BIKE RUN
3592 Main St. » Akron MI 48701 + 989.691.5761

CVERY wWEDNESDAY BIKE DIGHT

Bucket Beer ~ 6 for $15
1/2 Ib Burger & Long Neck $5

LABOR DAY WEEKEND LABOR DAY WEEKEND

AKRON BIKE WEEK AKRO
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Having been in biker ministry since 1995, a common theme that
keeps coming up while ministering the Good News of God’s
love is that many people feel that they are too bad for God to
love them or even forgive their past indiscretions. This is partly
caused by ‘religious’ types that pass judgment on everyone that
doesn’t look like them and worse yet they misuse the Bible as
a club to beat people down with, which breaks God’s heart!
There’s a story in the bible that talks about this very situation.

John 8:3—11 (HCSB) 3 Then the scribes and the Pharisees
brought a woman caught in adultery, making her stand
in the center. 4 “Teacher,” they said to Him, “this woman
was caught in the act of committing adultery. 5 In the law
Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do
You say?” ® They asked this to trap Him, in order that they
might have evidence to accuse Him. Jesus stooped down
and started writing on the ground with His finger. 7 When
they persisted in questioning Him, He stood up and said to
them, “The one without sin among you should be the first
to throw a stone at her.” 8 Then He stooped down again
and continued writing on the ground.® When they heard
this, they left one by one, starting with the older men. Only
He was left, with the woman in the center. 1 When Jesus
stood up, He said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no
one condemned you?” ' “No one, Lord,” she answered.
“Neither do | condemn you,” said Jesus. “Go, and from
now on do not sin anymore.”

Listen, Jesus was the only one there that could have rightfully
stoned this woman — He was and is the ONLY sinless and per-
fect. But, He didn’t! He had compassion [that's what we all
need] and loved her instead of condemning her to death. He
forgave her of ALL her sin and encouraged her to “Go, and from
now on do not sin anymore.” Ya see, “... love covers a multi-
tude of sins” 1 Peter 4:8

My friends, the same goes for us! No matter what you’ve done
in your past, if we’'ll turn to Christ and confess our sins He will
forgive us of all of it (1 John 1:9). He'll pick you up, dust you off
and ride with you in a relationship that is truly out of this world.

God loves you so much!

Much Love & Respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
President/Founder of Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd Lennon, Ml 48449

pastorbman@yvictorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org
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Your Trlke Conversion Headquarters
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The Dillinger Ride, which was created in 2004 by the passing of a local with the help of Hospice, has gotten a
lot of attention over the past 9 years as one of the largest bike hospice benefits in the Thumb of MI. With the
help of all the riders, and the people/business of the surrounding counties who donate goods for door/raffle
prizes for this one day event every year for the past 9 years. Now, most recently with the passing of Willet
Fredland, who was one of the founding fathers of the Dillinger Ride, this year’s ride was a little sadder. But,
to everyone’s surprise, his wife Joyce showed up and did the ride through two Michigan counties with all the
riders and supporters. The ride, being roughly 100 miles, winds through two counties, and eleven stops, was
a great success with the help of over 100 riders, along with several cars/trucks to follow. The ride begins

at the Inn Between Saloon in Lewisville, in Port Hope, with registration at 11am-12pm, then off to 11 stops ,
with each rider being able to pick his or her 5 stops for the day, getting all 5 answers right. Each stop has a
question to answer, and each rider must enter the stop of their choice, then find the answer, then head to the
next stop, when all five are acquired, then head back to home base, hoping to get all 5 right to draw.

We had so much to give away this year for hospice, |, as the DJ, didn't think it would ever come to an end.
The girls, Jayne, Becky, Patty and Maggie, worked their hearts out to make this event happen in good style,
and keep things in order. As each rider returned, the answers were amazing, and wild. Then, it was time
to look over the silent auction items. There were several as well, like, a Jacuzzi room in the off season,
donated by Holiday Inn Express of Bad Axe, a bike detail certificate worth $140.00, several items from the
beer distributors, and a few good ole fashion neighborly things like quilts and custom made Harley mirrors.

The oldest rider award went to Orin Emerick, of St. Helen, who is 76 years old. The furthest rider award
went to Jim and Jen Cole from Ohio. The oldest bike award went to a guy from Shelby Twp., riding a 1976
FLH , and to everyone’s surprise, his daughter, 6 yr. old Jordan, who was helping pick the raffle tickets, even
picked the 50/50 winner, her Dad, who donated back to Hospice, $100.00, out of the $246.00 he won.

The food was awesome as usual, being prepared by McDonald’s food center of Bad Axe. There was so
much food to pass around, we couldn’t even eat it all.

The day was a bit cool, BUT, the sun was shining on us all for the 9th Annual Dillinger Ride for Hospice.

Abig Thank You goes out to MC Cycle of Bad Axe, Ray C’s Harley, Shiawassee Harley, a large group of local
auto parts suppliers, and to all the local businesses of Huron County and surrounding counties for their gifts,
and support for Hospice.

The Inn Between Saloon would like to thank all who joined in and helped raise funds for Hospice on this
special day.
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DON'T END UP IN A CADILLAC OR A LINCOLN...

7 ‘j'r ¢

‘E‘ 1 [ 1 'I'J"fll
rl:’: I 'fru'. :
Biker

._I“;Ll \ 'I'PL‘

T bstons Heg

= --.,;...1___3__'

..THE ONLY LAST RIDE.

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round.

(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273

NORTRERN TRATLS

BARGRILL

.NA

aowe dow Maﬂ

Saturdaq 4 pm-8pm & Sundaq Zpm-Fpm
on ch Ae,&k live musie!

JULY 6T & T STOLEN HORSES
T 13TH & 14TH: CLASSIC FIX
NG 20TH: GUINNESS BROTHERS
M 216T. DENNY MIDDLETON
27T & 28TH: CROSS CREEK

Enjoy Dencng & Dizinles
ot ow2 OutdoozBecte

Kajzz0le f—fnday &5 9atufzdﬁy cghls

Biker Frichq A+ma$phae

7456 S. CROTON HARDY DRWE NEWAYGO MI 49337 23/-652-2686
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THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to you
by Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National Coalition of Mo-
torcyclists (NCOM), and is sponsored by the Law Offices of Richard M.
Lester. For more information, call us at 1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit us on
our website at http://www.ON-A-BIKE.com

NCOM NEWS BYTES 10-06
Compiled & Edited by Bill Bish,
National Coalition of Motorcyclists

FEDERAL RULE WILL REQUIRE A “BLACK BOX” IN NEW VEHICLES

Congress failed to pass legislation that would have required manufacturers
to install event data recorders (EDRs) in all new vehicles, so a federal safety
agency is using its rulemaking authority to mandate that all new cars sold in the
United States be equipped with so-called*black boxes” - capable of capturing
what happened in the moments before and during a crash.

Citing privacy concerns, House Republicans had succeeded in removing a
Senate provision requiring EDRs from the final transportation bill last year, so
the Obama administration is bypassing the legislative process in favor of the
administrative rule.

Insisting the devices are meant for crash investigation purposes, and not for in-
vading privacy, the U.S. DOT National Traffic Safety Administration mandate will
require all automobiles and light trucks manufactured after September 1, 2014
to have an EDR device that stores driving information for federal investigators.

Automotive EDRs are similar to -- though not nearly as sophisticated as --
the black boxes used in commercial airliners, and they are already installed
in nearly 92% of today’s vehicles, according to industry officials, and provide
important information for industry engineers and, in some circumstances, law
enforcement authorities.

But Horace Cooper of the National Center for Public Policy Analysis called the
move “an unprecedented breach of privacy for Americans.” Cooper said that
contrary to what is being claimed, EDRs “can and will track the comings and
goings of car owners and even their passengers” -- and what they can record
is virtually unlimited.

In the meantime, U.S. Representatives Mike Capuano (D-MA) and Jim Sensen-
brenner (R-WI) have announced their intentions to introduce the “Black Box
Privacy Protection Act” that will protect drivers’ and riders’ rights by requiring
dealers to disclose to consumers if a vehicle is equipped with an EDR, would
require manufacturers to allow consumers to deactivate the device, and clarifies
that the owner of the vehicle owns the data and it cannot be accessed without
permission.

“Consumers should have control over the information collected by event data
recorders in vehicles that they own and they should have the option of disabling
the device if they choose to do so. This is a basic issue of privacy,” said Rep.
Capuano.

DESPITE MEDIA HYPE, MOTORCYCLING IS SAFER

Record numbers of motorcycles over the past few years have resulted in an
increased number of annual motorcyclist fatalities, and in light of overall motor
vehicle fatalities steadily decreasing gives the impression that motorcycling is
becoming more dangerous, but just the opposite is true.

While so-called safety experts point to more and more states relaxing their hel-
met laws as the root of all this evil, it’s in fact a numbers game that motorcycle
enthusiasts are winning.
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Over the past five years, since 2007 when there were just over seven million
motorcycles in the U.S., motorcycle registrations nationwide have ballooned to
eight and a half million; an increase of 15% more motorcycles on the road today,
while at the same time fatalities per 100,000 registered motorcycles has actu-
ally decreased by nearly a quarter! Moreover, over the past decade motorcycle
registrations have risen 40.7% (from 5,004,156 in 2002 to 8,437,502 in 2011),
but the fatality rate dropped 17.3% (from 65.35 per 100K to 54.66).

Check out the most current statistics acquired by the National Coalition of Mo-
torcyclists (NCOM) from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s
Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS), compared to motorcycle registra-
tion numbers found on the U.S. DOT Federal Highway Administration website:

Year - Registered Motorcycles / Rider Fatalities = Fatality Rate per 100,000
Motorcycles

2007 - 7,138,476 / 5,174 = 72.48
2008 - 7,752,926 / 5,312 = 68.52
2009 - 7,929,724 | 4,469 = 56.35
2010 - 8,009,503 / 4,518 = 56.40
2011 - 8,437,502 / 4,612 = 54.66

**NOTE: According to these data analyzed by the National Coalition of Motorcy-
clists, motorcycle registrations have increased 15.4% over the past five years,
while fatalities decreased by 10.9% and the fatality rate declined 24.6%...why
isn't the news media reporting THESE facts?

GERMAN STUDY CLAIMS MOTORCYCLE HELMETS COULD BE
SIGNIFICANTLY SAFER

A study carried out by the German Hohenstein Institute in Bénnigheim shows
that motorcycle helmets could indeed be a lot safer if some other measure-
ments would be taken into account, concluding that inner shell size alone is
not enough for providing the best protection-to-fit ratio, and the head shape is
just as critical.

The Hohenstein Institute study narrowed the head shapes to 6 major catego-
ries, with an amazing width variance of 3.5 cm (1.37”), determining that one
helmet size cannot possibly offer the best fit for all these head shapes, even
provided the circumference is the same.

With the way the inner impact layer fits on the rider’s head being one of the criti-
cal elements in shock absorption and G-dispersion, it’s apparent that the same
shape will create different pressure points on a motorcyclist's skull, leading to
various outcomes in similar crash conditions.

Spaces between the skull and the protective layer / liner result in less optimal
protection in case of an impact, and such anthropometric head data could im-
prove helmet design and manufacturing significantly, should the leading brands
take notice of the study’s finding.

JAYHAWKERS SEE THE LIGHT

The Kansas legislature unanimously passed House Bill 2318 which allows a
motorcycle’s headlamp to be wired with a headlamp modulation system, which
must meet federal standards. The bill also allows certain types of lights on the
sides of motorcycles, visible only from the side and not from the front or rear and
to not protrude beyond or outside the body or wheel of the motorcycle. The side
lights may emit white, amber, or red light without glare.

The legislation was signed into law on April 4, 2013 by Governor Sam Brown-
back and goes into effect July 1st.

RED-LIGHT CAMERA COMPANIES FIGHT LAWS AND RULINGS AGAINST
TICKET CAMS

Purveyors of red-light cameras continue their quest to place cameras on every
street corner in the nation, and one strategy is to put the hit on states that have
traditionally been “protected” from cameras either through legislation or court
ruling

Redflex lobbyists recently swarmed over the Minnesota Statehouse pushing a
bill to allow ticket cameras into the state. The bill was written to thwart a 2007
Minnesota Supreme Court ruling that Minneapolis’ red-light camera program
was unconstitutional. The bill was defeated in committee, thanks in part to the
efforts of ABATE of Minnesota and the National Motorists Association (NMA).

In Michigan, where a 2007 ruling from the state’s attorney general has been
keeping cameras at bay, recently introduced camera legislation has turned
Michigan into the latest photo enforcement battleground state.

The NMA (www.motorists.org) warns that if you live in one of the 15 states that
have taken steps to keep cameras out, stay alert. Chances are that a camera
company lobbyist is cozying up to a friendly state lawmaker with a nice cam-
paign donation and a pre-written camera bill that needs support.

HONDA & BMW EXPERIMENT WITH “AUTONOMOUS MOTORCYCLE”

Most connected vehicle technologies have focused squarely on the car, but
BMW and Honda are working to develop autonomous driving technologies that
work on two wheels. Both BMW and Honda have already added plenty of con-
nectivity to their cars, but now the two automotive giants are working with the
University of Michigan and Australian startup Cohda Wireless to put networking
smarts into their motorcycles.

Adelaide-based Cohda designs radio systems and software that will not only
link nearby vehicles on the road to each other, but also to the road itself. The
idea behind its autonomous car technology is to create an ever-changing ad-
hoc network of vehicles communicating their intentions and interacting with the
infrastructure of the road.

Known as vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and vehicle-to-infrastructure (V2I), these
technologies could help power self-driving cars of the future. The University of
Michigan Transportation Institute (UMTRI) runs one of the key test-beds for that
technology, and its lab is running an ongoing trial of 3,000 connected vehicles
in Ann Arbor, Mich., which is where Honda and BMW will put their connected
motorcycles through the paces, according to a report on GigaOM.com.

Motorcycles may not have much room on their instrument panels for the con-
nected infotainment systems going into today’s cars, but they could definitely
benefit from any technology that makes mounting a motorcycle safer, and one
of the major goals of V2| and V2V efforts is to reduce accidents and improve
safety on the road. Vehicles could make quicker and better driving decisions
than drivers because they would be able to access more info from the networks
around them and react to it nearly instantaneously (they're also less easily dis-
tracted than human drivers).

As for motorcycle applications, Cohda and UMTRI plan to test technologies that
let bikes talk to traffic lights, roadside beacons and other cars, warning them
of green lights about to turn red and dangerous curves ahead requiring them
to slow down. By using a long-range secure form of Wi-Fi, a motorcycle could
communicate with a car long before the drivers can see one another as they
both approach a blind intersection.

NEWS BYTES

Previously, a riderless motorcycle was developed in 2005 by graduate students
from UC Berkeley to compete in a 150-mile off-road race for autonomous ve-
hicles to further develop self-navigating vehicles for the Department of Defense.

CANADIAN INSURER TO TRACK MOTORCYCLIST BEHAVIOR WITH
“TELEMATICS”

With an eye to calibrating insurance rates, Saskatchewan Government Insur-
ance plans to use new technology to track how fast and how far motorcycles
go. It's called telematics and someday could be used to help set insurance
rates, among other things, but for now SGl is just trying the technology out with
a pilot program.

It's looking for several hundred motorcycle users to volunteer to have their bikes
equipped with telematics technology. The*black box"-type gadgets would record
speed, braking, mileage and location. The volunteer riders would have weekly
updates on their driving behavior, to show them what information SGI would be
looking at.

“Usage-based insurance is the ultimate in rating fairness because it essentially
lets the driver control their own insurance rate through their driving behavior,”
said Donna Harpauer, the minister responsible for SGI. “Simply put, those who
drive responsibly pay less and those who don’t pay more.”

While no one’s rates will be affected by the pilot program, the experiment is
one of the ideas coming out of the Motorcycle Review Committee, a group
formed in the wake of a storm of controversy after SGI had proposed boost-
ing motorcycle rates an average of 73% to compensate for high injury claims.
Government-owned SGI later withdrew its proposal and came back with some
milder proposed increases for motorbikes, including the telematics pilot pro-
gram that could begin as early as this season.

POPE BLESSES HARLEYS& RIDERS

Thousands of Harley riders from around the world were blessed by Pope Fran-
cis in St. Peter’s Square on Sunday, June 16 as one of the stops in a worldwide
celebration of the famous motorcycle maker’s 110th anniversary, which will roar
across 11 countries before concluding in Milwaukee over Labor Day Weekend.
Choral music mixed with revving engines as the Holy Father blessed a sea of
Harley-Davidson motorcycles and riders from all parts of the planet flocking to
Italy over the weekend of June 13-16 to celebrate Harley-Davidson’s milestone,
and earlier in the weekend festivities, the leader of the Roman Catholic Church
was presented with two white classic Harley-Davidson motorcycles for use by
Papal police and his own black leather jacket.

Get in on the action while the anniversary tour is still in high gear. Check out
www.110.Harley-Davidson.com for schedules and cities.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

“Men love their country, not because it is great, but because it is their own.”
~ Seneca (4 BC — AD 65), Roman philosopher and statesman

NCOM

National Coalition of Motorcyclists
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OUER 60,000 MOTORCYGLES & 100,000 PEOPLE!
MOTORCYCLE ONLY MAIN STREET, NATIONAL VENDORS, STUNT SHOWS, CONCERTS, BIKE SHOWS,
- BEWERAGE TENTS, BURN 0UT PI7, PATRIOT RIDE, BIKER BLESSING, MISS BIKE TIME CONTEST & MORE.
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Fran C 0 SO
Friday July 19
Performing Boston hits

like “More Than A Feeling”,

“Peace of Mind”, “Rock &
Roll Band™ and more.

JDURNFV
Steve A __ugeri
Saturday July 20

Performing Journey hits like
“Anyway You Want It", "Don't
Stop Believing", "Wheel In
the Sky" and more.
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July 6

AMA Motocross- Red Bud National

Red Bud Trail, Buchanan, MI.  For more
info visit media@mxsportsproracing.com

July 6

D.A.V. Mobile Unit at Town & Country
HD

Town & Country HD, Cement City, ML.
D.A.V. offers free assistance to veter-
ans from 9-3 pm. For more info go to
www.cementcityharley.com (See full
page ad this issue).

July 6

Veterans Support Ride

Eagles Hall, Gaylord, MI. 4pm - 6pm
spaghetti dinner, bike show, live music,
free event for everyone. Vietnam
Veterans presents the Vietnam Memorial
Moving Wall.

July 6

3rd Annual Thunder of the Lakeshore
Lake Street, Cadillac, MI. Noon- 3
pm, bike show, live music, beer tent,
door prizes & more. Go to www.cadil-
lacmichigan.com for more info.

July 9-14

Rivertown Bike Week Expo

DeltaPlex Arena, Grand Rapids, MI.
Benefits Wounded Warrior Project. For
more info call 616-437-0973 or visit
www.rivertownbikeweek.com

July 12-13

Wheels of Thunder

Grass Lake, Ml Battle of the bands,
vendors, custom bike builders, poker
run, stunt riders, free admission,
contact Joe for more info tel:517-474-
6222 or smokenjoe63@yahoo.com or
go to www.thewheelsofthunder.com
(See ad this issue).

July 12-14

Ride Free Weekend Presented by
Grand Rapids HD

Grand Rapids HD, Hudsonville, MI.
Free dyno, HD test rides, food and
more. Call 616-896-0111 for more info
(See full page ad this issue).

July 13

3rd Annual Ride for the Walk Poker Run
Mulliken Roadhouse, Mulliken, MI.

Sign in at 10am, kick stands up at
10:45am. $10 bike, $5 passenger, door
prizes and live music. More info e-mail
jberry3412@yahoo.com

July 13

Freedom Run- Memorial Poker Run for
Fallen Riders

Starts at Hot Rod H-D. Sign up at Hot
Rod H-D from 11am to 12pm. $10 per
person, includes food & music. Departs
at noon, all proceeds to Waves of Hope,
truenorth Community Services & Holland
Victim Services. Run ends at Pat's
Roadhouse. More info contact Dave
Matuzeski at 231-740-6748 or go to
www.hotrodhd.com

July 13

Motown H.0.G Mystery Ride

Biker Bob’s HD, Taylor, Ml. For more
info go to www.bikerbobshd.com
(See full page ad this issue).

July 13

Gladwin Bike Show/Swap Meet and
Ride

Gladwin Ice Arena, Gladwin,

MI. Starts at 10am. Field Events,
50/50, bike wash, pig roast, live music
and much more. $5 to enter in the
bike show, $10 for the ride. Awards
for best paint, best show, 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd and a rat bike class. For
more info contact Ricky or Bill at 989-
424-1879

July 13th

Rubber & Roads- Charity ride in
honor of Anna Boeck

Bullfrogs, Ortonville M kickstands
up 11:15am, Proceeds to U-M C.S.
Mott Children’s Hospital. $20 rider/
$30 couple includes patch, ride and
food, 50/50, silent auction, raffles,
DJ. For more information visit www.
rubberandroads.com

July 13-14
12th Annual Niles Burn Run- benefits
Great Lakes Burn Camp

Downtown Niles, MI. Streets shut
down on 13th for event from 10 am-
10 pm, bike show, food, live bands.
Ride on 14th police, fire and EMS
escorted, regis. 9 am, ride leaves

at noon, $20 bike, $30 with rider

if pre-register by June 24th. Visit
website at www.nilesburnrun.com or
on Facebook or Twitter for more info.
(See ad this issue).

July 13-14

Stevens Charity Bridge Run

Stevens Cycle Sales, Bay City, MI.
Sign up 8:30am - 10am (breakfast
included), stay overnight in Mackinaw
City, stop for lunch on the way. Ride
own way back. $50 donation plus
room stay. Contact Stevens Cycle
989-684-9872 to register or for more
info. Note: America’s Best Value Inn
on page 14 this issue offers biker
rates for their hotel in Mackinaw City.
(See full page ad this issue).

July 14

28th Peotone (lllinois) Motorcycle Show
& Parts Expo (Indoor/Outdoor)

Will County Fairgrounds, Peotone, IL
10am - 4pm, more info www.paragon-
spromotion.com.

July 14-21

Ogemaw Hills Bike Week

Ogemaw County Fairground, West
Branch, MI. Flat track races, dyno
drags, bike show, live entertainment,
& more. All motorcycles welcome.
For more info call 989-896-6429 or
visit www.ogemahillsbikeweek.com.
(See ad this issue).

July 18

2013 Tecumseh Classic Car, Bike &
Bicycle Show Series

United Bank & Trust Hickman Financial
Center parking lot, Tecumseh, MI.
Check in at Gregory's Barber Shop from
5:30pm - 7pm, more info at 517-424-
6555 / 517-424-6003 or email kwelch@
tecumseh.mi.us.

July 18-21

7th Annual Muskegon Bike Time
Downtown Muskegon, MI. Steel
horse alley, blessing of the bikers,
Miss Bike Time contest, national
vendors, Budweiser beer tents, burn
out pit, stunt shows, Patriot Charity
ride, bike shows, and concerts at Hot
Rod Harley Davidson by Boston for-
mer lead singer Fran Cosmo Friday
night, and Journey former lead singer
Steve Augeri Saturday night. Details
at www.muskegonbiketime.com or
call 317-236-6515 (See cover and full
page ad this issue).

July 19

Harley’s at the Dragway

Milan Dragway, MI. 4pm - 12am, Go
to www.milandragway.com for more
info. (See full page ad this issue).

July 20

First Annual Tara Sturgis Memorial Ride
(Poker Run)

The Fireplace, Fenton, MI. $25 Poker
Hand, $10 gate fee, regis. 10 am, depart
at Noon, raffles, games, live music, food,
pop, BYOB, free camping. More info
call 810-217-8295 or email viwin00@
yahoo.com

July 20

Shiawassee Harley-Davidson Ride in
Bike Show

at Shiawassee Sports Center, Birch
Run MI. Regis. 9am - Noon, Awards
at 2:00 pm, Judging in 3 classes:
Stock, Custom, and Vintage/Antique
plus a People’s Choice Award. All
proceeds benefit The Michigan Patriot
Guard to help them provide veteran
services. More info call Shiawassee
Sports Center 989-624-4400 (See ad
this issue).

July 20

Inaugural All-Wheel Poker Run- Memory
of Amy, Lisa & Abigail

Adrian Frickers, 720 S. Main St, Adrian,
MI. Regis. 9am - 11:30 am, $20 per
vehichle or bike, departs between 10-
Noon, ends at NCO Club, Swanton, OH.
Rain or Shine. All cars, bikes, trucks,
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etc. welcome. Hog roast, prizes, cash
bar. More info email: gritz@cass.net

July 20

1st Annual Remember Brittany Bike
Rally

Battle Creek Custom, Battle Creek, MI.
Starts at 2pm. Raffle, door prizes, bbg,
DJ, karaoke and a ride in her honor.
Contact Wendy 269-274-2671 or Lora
269-788-7451 for more info.

July 20

2nd Annual Great Lakes Burn Camp
Challenge presented by GWRRA of MI
Chapter “J” and Wendy’s

City parking lot, Jackson, MI.

Regis $10 person includes lunch at
Wendy’s, regis.11 am, awards 3:30
pm, obstacle courses. More info
contact Gary 517-262-0896 or Tom
517-262-1162 or email yellow_wing@
yahoo.com (See ad this issue).

July 20

Great Lakes Burn Camp Fundraiser
presented by Axeman Detroit

Detroit Club House (Professional
Firefighters Motorcycle Club), Detroit,
MI. Doors open at 5 pm, $10 dona-
tion. For more info contact Brent
313-461-7840 or facebook- Axemen
Detroit (See ad this issue).

July 20

Summer Sales Event

Fox Shawmut Hills, Grand Rapids, MI.
9 am- 3 pm. Go to www.foxshaw-
muthills.com for more info

July 21

Shiawassee Michigan H.0.G. Chapter
#3271 13th Annual Mystery Ride
Sign in from 10:00- Noon at Shiawas-
see Sports Center, Birch Run MI.
$15.00 per person, excellent buffet
dinner, lots of door prizes, awards,

& a big 50/50 drawing. All proceeds
benefit The Michigan Patriot Guard to
help them provide veteran services.
For more info call Gary at 989-860-
8022 or Edie at 810-955-2991 (See ad
this issue).

July 24-27

Michigan Patriot Guard Inc. 6th Annual
Heroes Ride & Michigan Gathering of
the Guard

Ride starts in Manistee at 9am,
overnight stays in Manistee, Petoskey,
Gaylord, & Clare. $35 person includes
ride, patch wristband, banquet & auc-
tion. More in at www.michiganpatriot-
guard.org

July 25-27

Michigan State HOG Rally

Alpena, Ml Music, activities and ven-
dors. For more info call 517-930-1509

July 26-28

4th Annual Detroit Bike Week
Canterbury Village, Lake Orion, MI.
$10 daily, vendors, bike show, poker
run, bikini contest, over 30 bands,
stunt riders, all kinds of contests.
(See full page ad this issue- page 1).

July 26

First Annual Movie Night at Tecumseh
HD

Tecumseh HD, Tecumseh, MI. Bring
your own bike and beverage and
watch a movie outside. Go to www.
tecumsehhd.com for more info (See
full page ad this issue).

July 27

American Spirit Clubhouse Fish Fry
3959 Kirk Rd. Vassar, MI. Starts at 4pm
while supplies last.

$10.00 per plate includes; mixed fish,
fries, hush puppies & cole slaw

All proceeds will go towards the Brad
Rittenberg Scholarship Fund, and for
school supplies for local children.

July 27

Eagle Riders Aerie 612 Annual Poker
Run for St Luke’s Medical Center

301 Detroit St, Jackson, MI. $15 rider,
$5 passenger, regis. 10 am, first bike
out 11 am, dinner 5 pm, 50/50, door
prizes, rain or shine, 2, 3, 4 wheels
welcome. More info contact John 517-
937-8406

July 27

Bike Night at Berlin Raceway

Fox Powersports/ Grand Rapids HD,
Grand Rapids, MI. 2 pm- 6 pm, free
dyno, $4 off ticket if you show your
bike. First 50 riders will be able to
ride a lap on the track before race
starts. Go to www.foxpowersports.
com for more info.

July 27

Ladies Garage Party

Town & Country HD, Cement City, MI.
For new riders and women looking
to learn more about riding. For more
info go to www.cementcityharley.com
(See full page ad this issue).

July 27

Bull Run II- Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association

Whitt's HD, Manassas, VA. Regis 9 am,
depart 11 am, $20 per bike, ride the civil
war battlefields of Virginia. More info at
www.nwvawoundedwarrior.org or call
540-373-3223 ext. 3085

AUGUST

August 1-3

Michigan Chopper Fest

US 131 Motorsports Park, Martin, MI.
Bike builders, camping, drags & grudge
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match racing. Gates open July 31st.
More info contact Davidson Express
269-694-9579 or go to www.davidson-
€express.com

August 3

Northhaven Resort Biker Bash Weekend
Brooklyn, MI. Motorcycle rally, clothing
optional, poker run, on-site camping.
More info email velmaatnorthaven@aol.
com or call 517-592-6170.

August 3

Free Breakfast at Grand Rapids HD
Grand Rapids HD, Hudsonville, M.
Cool bikes and hot free breakfast
9 am ‘til gone. Call 616-896-0111
for more info (See full page ad this
issue).

August 3

1st Annual Brad's Ride, SSG Brad Eifert
Memorial Poker Run

Jean Anderson VFW Post 7309, Mason,
MI. Reg. 10am. $15 per person, $20
per couple. Proceeds to benefit Military
PTSD Counseling Room at the VFW
Post. 50/50 and other prizes. Contact
Brooke Lipka 517-977-5175 or brooke.
lipka@yahoo.com for additional info

August 3

5th Annual SGT. Christopher P. Messer
Memorial Run

Dundee Veterans Memorial Hall,
Dundee, MI. Regis. 11am, ride at 1 pm,
$20 bike, $10 rider, free food, raffle,
50/50, proceeds to Fallen & Wounded
Soldiers Fund. Contact Bubba Rick at
734-587-2129 or rickm4him@yahoo.
com

August 3

Customer Appreciation Day

Town & Country HD, Cement City,

MI. Go to www.cementcityharley.com
for more info (See full page ad this
issue).

August 4

2nd Annual Kevin “Moses” Memorial
Ride

Museum of Moses, Vogel Center, MI.
11am. UPS 98.5 Michael J will be live,
no fees, all donations to the museum,
hamburgers, hot dogs and home-
made ice cream, prizes and raffle for
110th Anniversary collectibles. For
more info contact Karla 231-825-2219.

August 5-11
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, Sturgis, SD.

August 9-10

Del Shannon Car Show
Coopersville, MI. Car enthusiasts,
motorcyclist and general public. More
info at 616-947-2055.

August 10

Harley’s at the Dragway

Milan Dragway, Ml 3pm — 12am, (See
full page ad this issue).

August 10

2nd Annual Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy

Wolverine HD, Clinton Township, MI.
9-4 pm, Regis for poker ride at 9 am,
$15 per person, children free, ride
starts at 10:30, prizes, $1000 gift card,
raffles & more. For more info email
macombaware@gmail.com or call
Sherri 586-530-0285

August 10

9th Annual Wounded America Run
Motor City H-D, Farmington Hills, MI.
Escorted ride to Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway, check-in 10:30 am-
noon, silent/live auctions, all bikes
welcome, $15 donation per person,
lunch, live band. More info contact
Motor City H-D.

August 10

Escort the kids to Great Lakes Burn
Camp

Meet at Wings Stadium, Kalamazoo,
MI. Regis 10 am-12:30 pm, ride starts
at 1 pm. Prizes, 50/50, food. More
info call Bill 517-206-1115 (See ad this
issue).

August 10-11

WERA Sportsman Series Motorcycle
Racing

Grattan Raceway Park, Belding, MI.
More info 770-720-5010.

August 10-11

Thunder Over Michigan Air Show
Willow Run Airport, Ypsilianti, MI. 9

am air show grounds open, air show
12- 4pm, F-100 Super Sabre, Vietham
homecoming, WWII reenactment, kidz
zone play area, tickets and more info
available at www.yankeeairmuseum.org

August 11

2nd Annual Ride the Distance for
Special Olympics Macomb

Wolverine HD, Clinton Twp, MI. Char-
ity Poker Run. Regis 10 am-12 pm,
$20 rider, $15 passenger, $10 non-
riders, raffles, door prizes, food &
music. For more info contact Melanie
810-765-9717 or email Amanda at
Amandaternes_specialolympics@
yahoo.com

August 14-18

The Americas 911 Ride

Days Inn, Manistee, MI. Reg. fee $150
rider/ $40 passenger, includes stops in
Somerset, Pennsylvania, Washington,
DC and New York City. For more info
call 231-398-3611 or visit http://ameri-
cas911ride.org.

. TR T

August 15

2013 Tecumseh Classic Car, Bike &
Bicycle Show Series

United Bank & Trust Hickman Financial
Center parking lot, Tecumseh, Mi
Check in at Gregory's Barber Shop
from 5:30-7pm, more info at 517-424-
6555 / 517-424-6003 or email kwelch@
tecumseh.mi.us

August 16-18

Easyriders Rodeo Tour

Fowlerville Fairgrounds, Fowlerville,
MI. Go to www.easyriderrsevents.
com for more info (See full page ad
this issue).

August 17

Ribon Ride for Autism Awareness Poker
Run - Benefits iTaalk

Big D’s Trikes & Bikes, Palmyra, MI.
Reg. 9am - 11am. Last bike out 11am,
Rain or Shine, $20 Rider/$10 passenger.
For more info call 517-215-3887 or email
millie.giegler@gmail.com

August 17

Customer Appreciation Day

Fox Shawmut Hills, Grand Rapids, MI.
9 am- 3 pm. Free food, band and fun!
Go to www.foxshawmuthills.com for
more info.

August 17

7th Annual B.F.E. Motorcycle Run- ben-
efiting Marine Corps. Families

84th Street Pub & Grille, Byron Center,
MI. Regis 8:30 am- 10:45 am, kick
stands up at 11 am, $30 bike, $20 rider,
includes breakfast & dinner, free bike
show, raffle, classic cars welcome. Con-
tact Teamster Horseman chapter 43w for
more info or pub at 616-583-1650

August 22-25

Porcupine Bash 2013

Otter Lake Campground, Chatham, MI.
Destination rides, games, food, camp-
ing. For more info call 906-439-5111 or
www.porcupinebash.com

August 23-24

Hot Rods and Harleys- 10th Anniversary
Mulliken, MI. Eaton County’s Largest
Street Party, Rain or Shine, Free Car,
Motorcycle, Bicycle Show, & Vendor
Space. Fri. 6pm - midnight, Sat. 9am

- 1am. For more info call 517-927-

7981 or visit www.hotrods-n-harleys.org.

August 24

Capitol H-D 110th Anniversary Party
Dimondale, MI. 10am- 3pm, food, mu-
sic, prizes, for more info visit www.
capitolhd.com or call 517-646-2345
(See ad this issue).

August 24

USA Cares Charity Ride & Classic Car
Show

Warren Civic Center, Warren, MI. Noon-

6pm, live music, auction, bbq, ride, &
activities for kids. See www.usa-cares.
com for more info.

August 24

Ride in Bike Show Presented by E.B.
Cycle

Monroe County Fairgrounds, a
category for everyone, food & beer
vendors. Call 734-242-6080 for more
info (see ad this issue).

August 24

5th Annual Bryce Rides for St. Jude Car/
Motorcycle Cruisin Event

Eagles Lodge, Capital Ave NE, Battle
Creek, M. $25 regis. from 10 am to
noon. Includes free T shirt to first 100
entries, breakfast snacks, pig roast
dinner, cruise to On the Dock Gull

Lake. $10 donation for meal if not rid-
ing. 100% of profit donated to St. Jude.
For more info call or email Cindy at 269-
317-8017 or churke464@gmail.com.

August 24

Rodney Campbell’s Party in the Park
Garden City Park, Garden City, MI. 12
pm- 10pm, rain or shine, all ages, byob,
free food.

August 25

Michigan Dual Sport/Ride for Kids

Ann Arbor, MI. Sponsored by Pediatric
Brain Tumor Foundation. For more info
call 800-253-6530 or email pbtfus@
pbtfus.org.

August 28 - September 1

Akron Bike Week, 9th Annual Labor
Day weekend event

Akron, MI, Cage fights, 6 bands, 3
DJs, Pig Roast, Outside Bar, Bike
Contest, Pig Cooking contest.
Vendors wanted call Tom @ 989-672-
6204.

August 29 — September 2

Easyriders Rodeo Tour

Ross County Fairgrounds, Chilli-
cothe, OH. Go to www.easyriderrse-
vents.com for more info (See full
page ad this issue).

August 30 - September 1

Leathernecks MC 2013 Muster
Wolverine, Lumbermen Park. Open to
everyone 21 and older. $25 per couple
or $15 person gets you in for the week-
end. Band, bike show, camping. More
info contact liljoekeyes@yahoo.com

SEPTEMBER

September 7

Toys for Tots Run

ABC H-D, Waterford, MI. Reg. 9am
-11am at ABC H-D, $20 per bike, $10
per passenger, live music, food, games
& prizes. For more info call Andy at
248-345-4944.

September 7

Riding 4 Rescues Benefit Ride
Capitol HD, Dimondale, MI. Kick-
stands up at 10 am, ride leaves/ends
at Capitol HD. Proceeds benefit Capi-
tal Area Humane Society. $25 rider,
$15 passenger. Go to www.capitolhd.
com for more info.

September 7

Ride with the Eagles 5th Annual Benefit
Run Ride to End Alzheimer’s

Walled Lake Eagles 3492, Walled

Lake, MI. Regis. 9:30-11:30, first bike
out 10:30am, free T-shirt for the first 100
registered, $20/rider $15 passenger,
rain or shine. For more info go to www.
walledlakeeagleriders3492.weebly.com

September 7

Free Breakfast at Grand Rapids HD
Grand Rapids HD, Hudsonville, MI.
Cool bikes and hot free breakfast
9 am ‘il gone. Call 616-896-0111
for more info (See full page ad this
issue).

September 13-15

7th Annual Bikes on the Bricks
Downtown Flint, police motorcycle
skills competition, entertainment all
weekend, fashion show, police es-
corted ride. For more info visit www.
bikesonthebricks.com (See full page
ad this issue).

September 14

Kids Fun Day

Fox Shawmut Hills, Grand Rapids,
MI. 11 am- 3 pm. Free food, bounce
house and dunk tank. Go to www.
foxshawmuthills.com for more info

September 14

New Model Reveal Party

Capitol HD, Dimondale, MI. 10 am-3
pm. Check out the new 2014 HD
models! Food, music and fun. Go to
www.capitolhd.com for more info.

September 15

Walneck's Motorcycle Swap Meet &
Bike Show

Monroe County Fairgrounds, Monroe,
MI. 8am - 3pm, Adm. $6, vendors $40.
More info at www.walneckswap.com.

September 19

2013 Tecumseh Classic Car, Bike &
Bicycle Show Series

United Bank & Trust Hickman Financial
Center parking lot, Tecumseh, MI.
Check in at Gregory's Barber Shop from
5:30pm - 7pm, more info at 517-424-
6555 / 517-424-6003 or email kwelch@
tecumseh.mi.us

September 20

Harley’s at the Dragway

Milan Dragway, Ml 3pm - 12am, (See
full page ad this issue).

September 20-22

HOG Daze Motorcycle Rally

Located 5 Miles West of 169 (exit 264)
on SR 18 in Marion, IN. $5 Weekend
entry, benefit ride, primitive camping
$5, hotels available, live music, hog
roast. More in contact marionhogda-
ze@gmail.com (see ad this issue).

September 21

Sandy’s H-D Annual Open House
Sandy’s H-D, Fremont, MI. 9am -
3pm, visit www.sandysharley-david-
son.com for more info.

September 29

19th Annual Motor City Chapter 2368
Toy Run

Westland City Hall, Westland, MI.
Check in 10 am-noon, escorted ride
leaves at 12:30 pm, $10 per person with
unwrapped toy or $15 without, open
event, all bikes welcome.

OCTOBER

October 5

Free Breakfast at Grand Rapids HD
Grand Rapids HD, Hudsonville, MI.
Cool bikes and hot free breakfast
9 am ‘il gone. Call 616-896-0111
for more info (See full page ad this
issue).

October 17-20
Biketoberfest, Daytona Beach, FL.

October 20

40th Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet &
Parts Expo

Kalamazoo County Expo Center &
Fairgrounds, Kalamazoo, Mi

10am- 4pm, Adm. $7, More info at
www.kalamazooswap.com or email
Paragonleather@yahoo.com

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!

Increase your attendance by posting your
event in
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan

All Advertised Events in our Magazine
will have their event Posted on the Pull
Out Calendar (when admissible) and
your Event will be Highlighted in the
Thunder Roads Events Calendar of the
Magazine and an EVENT Tab will be
added to the page with your ad.
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan
Your Michigan Biker Connection
(Call about our Special Discounts for
Charity Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads
Magazine and on our website, send the
information to
Editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Event information must be received prior to
the 10th of the month preceding the event
month to be posted in the magazine.

Remember to call ahead before planning
to attend any event as the information/
dates may change. Thunder Roads is Not

responsible for errors or omissions.
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INDEPENDENCE
DAY

There, | guess King George will be able to read that.
~ John Hancock

I love that state of mind! Take your tyranny, your unjust rules,
your intrusions into MY life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness
and stick them where the light does not shine.

Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom, must,
like men, undergo the fatigue of supporting it.
~ Thomas Paine

Yeah, you got to suck it up, quit moaning and groaning, and
go deal with it sometimes. It is a pain in the butt. However,
these days it seems like all the angles at which government
comes at us can be overwhelming. Maybe we have given it
too much power, control, and advantage? Yeah, we have.
Who is going to deal with it? Yeah, we are. It’'s time to leave
the comfort zone and step on the soapbox and express our
INDEPENDENCE. We don’t need government to take care of

us from cradle to grave and manage every aspect of our lives.

Independence =
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/self-sufficiency?s=t

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/self-
dependence?s=t&ld=1135

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/self-
reliance?s=t&ld=1135

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/selfsubsistence
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/selfsubsistence
Who would not agree there is too little of these attributes
amongst Americans now?

Dependence = addictedness
http://thesaurus.com/browse/belief
http://thesaurus.com/browse/confidence
http://thesaurus.com/browse/craving
http://thesaurus.com/browse/faith
http:/thesaurus.com/browse/habit
http://thesaurus.com/browse/obsession
http://thesaurus.com/browse/trust

Who would not agree these attributes are rampant amongst

Americans now?

Be Independent, you have the right! Hell, you have the
obligation! Do what you can, but don’t do nothing. Watching
the TV news does not count as political knowledge either.

www.businessinsider.com/these-6-corporations-control-90-
of-the-media-in-america-2012-6"http://www.businessinsider.

ABATE OF MICHIGAN

com/these-6-corporations-control-90-of-the-media-in-
america-2012-6

90% of the mainstream media is owned by 6 international
corporations. What news you get is what news they want you
to get. | personally believe that who you end up getting to vote
for is who they decide you get to end up voting for.

| participate in a bunch of freedom fighter organizations both
state and national. Most are motorcyclists rights related,
some like Oathkeepers, and Campaign for Liberty, are more
focused on Americans rights in general. Most of the people
involved in one or more of any of these organizations are
mutually involved in others. | know a lot of highly respected
motorcycle rights activists who also are 2nd Amendment
advocates, and frequently talk to their legislators about any
issue they find disconcerting.

As an Independent American | encourage everyone to get
involved with some of these organizations. Communicate
with each other, learn from each other. Investigate together.
Recent history is ripe with examples of both media and
government untruthfulness.

The television and the government are not going to change
anything. Even those few who get elected with real change
on their menu get caught up in the political/media machine
that sets the pace, and weeds out anything that it considers a
disruption to the norm. If we the people want change, we the
people have to make the change. HYPERLINK “/dictionary/
self-sufficiency” INDEPENDENTLY.

Happy Independence Day, Ride Free, Live Free, Die Free
Rusty

Rusty Bongard

Communications Director, ABATE of Michigan
Asst. State Rep. MRF

Co-Director B.O.L.T. of Michigan

V.P. SWMC
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EXIT 131 ON HWY 131

' Your Home Town Body Shop GEICO _
"a FREE Loaners Motorcycle /Q‘j@&}%

Q wwwjimsbodyshop.net
‘j Complete Collsion & Mecherical Repai

(2311 823 2243 (989)386-3600 b ! I ! ! ¢ ! 3
20055 EIGHT MILE RD’ | A ¢ | £ || §7 4

STANWOOD, MI EQEIIB We Repair... A" Makes :
T||E Wlllllll  WILDEST MIITIIIII:YI:IE RUN & Pﬂlm N

AUGUST 16-18

Fowlerville, Mi
Fowlerville Fairgrounds

Live In Concert

May. thyru Sept
Takea M| )/5//[,?)/ Ride Every Thursday 6:30 PM

" ...A GREAT RIDE FROM B Ac B Ao TR Hutnrcyr:la Rodeo Action * Motorcycle Exhibits * Weekend Camping
EVERYWHERE IN MICHIGAN e Ride-in Bike Show ¥ Trophy Girl & Wet T-Shirt Contests * Food & Beer On Sale

230 North Broadway ® Hastings \ ¢ 2 ]
% Biker Friendly & Hand Crailed Beer 4/ fnext to Little Ceasar’s Pizza) Barstool Races * Live Music ¥ Used Parts Corral
Early Bird Camping

o' Wood Fired Menu % Bikers Always Welcome Walldorff Brew Pub & Bistro &

TICKET OPTIONS Fuwlewalle Fairgrounds

Vo, Thursday Weekend Pass - Camping Only Thursday
105 E State St * Hastings 3 yf/pmc Weekend Pass - Includes Camping (Fri or Sat-Sun) August 15 @ Noon 8800 West Grand River Road - Fowlerville, M| 48836
\NQ@ Fun Starts at g PM ‘Vedg Friday-Saturday-Sunday 1 Days (No Campground Entry) Can‘lplrjlg Only All Tickets Sold At Gate | No Advance Ticket Sales
i = &x\\lﬁ Food & Drink Specials Cee Must Have Weekend Wristband To Enter Campground {No Midway] Mo One Under 18 Allowed
269-945-4400 W
WWW.WALLDORFEBREWPUB.COM

www.walldorffbrewpub.com Best Bike Nights In WEST Michigan
cueck us out on  [RT000) oR www.BoMERSAUTO.COM For Complete Event & Vendor Info Go To: www. EasvﬂdersEvents com Or Call 800-962-9857
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Ne've come a

HISTORY OF WOMEN INMOTORCYCLING

By Mary “Pinky” ~ TRMLA North LA Editor

- ,' S v %
PR o SN

The Van Buren sisters

rch was women’s history month, and it gave me an opportunity, or
an excuse, to reflect on the impact women have had in motorcycling. | remember
growing up and seeing Virginia Slims cigarette ads that said “You've come a long
way baby”. That is no further from the truth today when we talk about women
and motorcycling — we've come a long way baby. But there were a few key
women who formed our history and helped to put us in the position where we are
today with a freedom to take the bars and ride wherever we want, enjoying the
freedom of the wind next to our partners and not behind them, riding pillion. They
forged the way for us, denying the stereotype that surrounded women, relegating
them to the role of wife and mother, barefoot and pregnant, as they say.
Women have been riding for almost as long as the motorcycle has been around;
since the late 1800’s. In 1916 the VanBuren sisters, Adelene and Augusta, rode
solo cross country on Indian motorcycles. They rode from New York to California
and were the first to ride to the summit of Pike’s Peak. They carried sand from
the Atlantic Ocean and poured it into the Pacific Ocean. Many years later, Chris
Sommer Simmons rode in the Cannonball endurance run, a coast to coast ride on
antique motorcycles. In honor of Adelene and Augusta, she too poured sand from
the Atlantic into the Pacific Ocean.

Bessie Stringfield was the first African American woman to ride across the United
States solo and during World War Il she served as one of the few motorcycle
dispatch riders for the United States military. In the 1930s and 1940s, Bessie took
eight long-distance, solo rides across the United States. Speaking to a reporter,
she dismissed the notion that “nice girls didn’t go around riding motorcycles in
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those days.” Further, she was apparently fearless at rid-

ing alone in an era when racial prejudice was a tangible
threat. It was reported she was deliberately knocked
down by a white male in a pickup truck while traveling in
the south. Still, she was not deterred, and like the Van-
Buren sisters set the stage for women in motorcycling.
All these women were inducted into the AMA Motor-
cycle Hall of Fame.

Women are the fastest growing segment of the popu-
lation currently purchasing new motorcycles. \Women
are racing motorcycles, traveling unchartered territory
making solo rides across foreign countries; women
are mechanics, bike builders and more. They are
found in every facet of the motorcycle industry and
are continuing to be written into the history of mo-
torcycling. What the future holds is exciting and will
certainly bring new technology and improvements in
motorcycles that were once thought impossible. It
is an exciting time to be a rider. But being a rider
comes with responsibility; responsibility to ensure
your bike is safe and you are prepared both physi-
cally and mentally for the road that will unravel be-
fore you bringing you to unlimited adventures.

Some things to consider if you're a lady rider, or thinking about becoming one are:

Typically women weigh less than men, are usually smaller in frame and shorter
than men (but not always). This results in heavier bikes being difficult to maneu-
ver and makes it difficult to reach the ground. Resolutions include: boots with 2”
heels (make sure they are solid, cover/support the ankles, and are for riding not
fashion), lowering the bike, or lowering the seat. Buy a bike that sits lower to the
ground, like the Harley-Davidson Softail Deluxe. Avoid the Sportster 1200 custom
or 883 (they sit higher), even if a man tells you to start with one. Learn on a small
bike, like a Honda 250.

Learn how to pick up the bike if you drop it. Take a motorcycle safety course.

TCLOCS - Tires, Controls, Lights, Qil, Chassis, and Stands. This is the acronym
used by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation to remind riders of all the areas of the
motorcycle that should be inspected each time, before you ride.

Take a first aid and CPR course; self-aid/buddy care is an important facet. If you or
a buddy is in an accident in a remote area, know what to do before first respond-
ers arrive. Always carry a cell phone. If traveling alone, let someone know your
route and expected arrival time. Call them when you arrive, or if you are behind
schedule. If you don’t show up, they can send out a search party.

Ride to your abilities, even when following an experienced rider. If you can't keep
up through the curves, slow down and take them to your ability. You'll get better
as you gain experience.

Certain areas, times of year, and times of day are prone to deer strikes. Motor-
cycles and deer do not mix. | was in a collision with a deer several years ago. The
deer lost, but it could have gone either way. It was so desolate that not one car

o1y, Baby

passed us within the 20 minutes that we were on the side of
the road. If traveling alone, consider taking a route that will not
have you on lonely, country roads, where assistance will be
hard to get if you're injured or out of gas. Trust me, there are
places like that; the loneliest highway, the Mojave desert, the
mountains of Tennessee and North Carolina, for instance.

Learn the history of motorcycling; think about joining a club
like HOG. Read about patched clubs and learn the etiquette,
and possible threats.

Finally, what to wear: the required gear, of course; ATGATT
--All The Gear All The Time. It's a personal choice, but laws
vary from state to state and even country to country.

Chris Sommers Simmons

Know the rules, and the consequences of your choices. Not wearing a helmet is
a personal choice in many states, but it may come with dire consequences, for
instance. Consider your jewelry choices. If the necklace or earrings flap around
in the wind, they will be a distraction. Rings can get caught on parts of the motor-
cycle, and should be avoided. Likewise, fringe on vests, chaps and other clothing
items can be an annoyance and may cause you to be distracted, or may get
caught up in the bike’s moving parts. And, last — don’'t worry about helmet hair;
although there are solutions — like the dent in your left boot, unless you have a
heelltoe shifter, it just proves you RIDE.

One other famous motorcyclist, Theresa Wallach, inducted into the hall of fame in
2003 for her tireless efforts in furthering motorcycle education, training and safety,
summed up the lifestyle in a 1977 interview with Road Rider Magazine:

“When | first saw a motorcycle, | got a message from it,” she said. “It was
a feeling — the kind of thing that makes a person burst into tears hearing a
piece of music or standing awestruck in front of a fine work of art. Motor-
cycling is a tool with which you can accomplish something meaningful in
your life. It is an art.”

Bessie Stringfield

Remember our history, (you've come a long way baby), ride safe, and wave when
you see me on the road!

GREAT FOOD » GREAT DRINKS  GREAT PRICES

PAW PAW’S NEWEST HOTSPOT
Food & Drink Specials Always!

269.655.0777

46065 M-40 PAW PAW
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From Big Ship... e &

¥ 9395 VALLEY ROAD
ABATE OF MICHIGAN it RAPID CITY

to 0pen Road ' REGION 3 fotissmsarssssssssisssssrssssiad 231-331-4228
s

THURSDAY BIKE NIGHTS 6:30 PM
EVERY Thursday UNTIL September 12TH

DRINK SPECIALS
FOOD SPECIALS OUT ON THE GRILL
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
BONFIRE / HORSE SHOES

BIKER PARKING

BIKER GAMES WITH A WEEKLY CASH PRIZE
PEOPLE CHOICE BIKE SHOW

LAST BIKE NIGHT GRAND PRIZE
SPONSORED BY ZIP’S 45TH PARALLEL HARLEY-DAVIDSON

.
BADGER

Over 2000
Of Boots In

BIKER Harley-Davidson® Boo

S h,_ FOGLE $ . ¢ L MOTORCYCLE APPAREL
- -‘.”. g CYCAE AET L Biker Jackets » Leather Vests
< : Chaps » Saddle Bags

in the beautiful Irish Hills

‘ \ BODY-PAINT & ERAHJ{ BY

i\ \"\h" gy T30 - ey

J-A.

www.dirtywhiteboyzcycleart.com

Take your Bike on a Cruise across Lake Michigan!

The S.S. Badger is a great solution to the long o o1 arvenaer ous o PR
Wisconsin/Michigan commute! : *FACTORY PAINT REPAIR 269-968-8398 ‘ (517) 592-2813

¢CUSTOM PAINT & MURALS “yeur One 91_9]7 Cug"@m gl’\GF" - ek AL OPEN 9:30AM-5PM
¢ INSURANCE WORK WELCOME

Closed Sunday

Great for Individuals,; -
Couples and Groups!

an/ s Custom @17 cles
132 S. Winter St. » Adrian, MI 49221
517-265-7709 * 517-263-5140

Call 1-800-841-4243
for details.

From minor tune-up j'.L T . Large selection of good
to major engine repair 2 X - TN used early and late

— i model Harley parts.
Large supply of -
— Dunlop'& Metzeler ) & 4, ; We _buy Harley
bﬂ DG[ D tires Cadan o Davidson Parts -
5.5 Usually same day ™ W stock tons of parts Y4 SERVICE - PARTS
ANE MOCHIGAN CARFEERY .

» v 3 i e, ice. SPECIALIZING IN no waiting for special "" :
Round Trip Mini-Cruises returning within serviee HARLEY DAVIDSON orders W, 7 Y \': -. ACCESSORIES

ol ""."“ £5 o o 6306 East US 223 + Palmyra, MI
48 hnurﬁ fnr as IDW as $89 pEr person_ 3 = Servmg Southern Michigan Since 1965 "'\‘_';" %'I L \. .’, 5‘1 ?-442-9888
We really are “OLD SCHOOL”
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BIKER FRIENDLY DIRECTORY

BIKER FRIENDLY DIRECTORY

If You Are A Biker
Friendly Business
And Would Like To See
Your Business Listed
And Receive Thunder
Roads Magazines
Each Month
Call 989-615-5757

(BFD Listing only $250 per year)

READERS
Pick Up Your Copy Of
Thunder Roads
Magazines Each
Month At These Fine
Locations.

DEALERS & SERVICE

Biker Bob’s Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd
Taylor, MI 48180
Bikerbobshd.com
734-947-4647

Boondox Motorsports
2535 28th St. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49512
616-575-9250
www.BOONDOXMI.COM

Capitol Harley-Davidson
9550 Woodlane Dr.
Dimondale, MI 48821
517-646-2345
www.capitolhd.com

Central Motorsports
Mt. Pleasant, Ml
www.centralmotorsports.com
989-773-6025

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723S.M 76
West Branch, MI. 48661
989-345-1330
www.gildnershd.com

Grand Rapids Harley Davidson
2977 Corporate Grove Drive
Hudsonville, Ml 49426
616-896-0111
www.grandrapidsharley.com

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson of Lapeer
1422 Inlay City Rd, Lapeer, MI.
810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Sleeping Bear Motor Sports
8868 US-31 South
Grawn, Ml 49637
231-275-BEAR (2327)
www.sleepingbearmotorsports.com

Wolverine Harley-Davidson
44660 N. Gratiot Ave.
Clinton Township, Ml 48036
586-463-7700
www.wolverinehd.com

Zips 45th Parallel Harley-Davidson
980 S. Wisconsin Ave.
Gaylord, M| 49735
989-732-8000
www.zips45thhd.com

MC PARTS & SERVICE

Clor Cycle
125 S. Miller Rd.,
Saginaw, MI 48609
989-781-2636
www.clorcycle.com

D & B Cycle
21251 Groesbeck Hwy
Warren, MI. 48089
586-447-1234
Dyno Tune

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street
Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055
www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840
www.huntshogshop.com

Kustom Hooligans Original Cycles
Full Service Shop.
Performance, Repair & Custom Shop
27920 Groesbeck
Roseville, Michigan
586-285-5551

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C
Belleville, MI. 48111
734-699-1180
www.nickspropowersports.com

Oakley Bike N Trike
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

Rick’s Custom Cycle
31532 Ford Rd.
Garden City, MI. 48135
734-762-2077
www.rickscustomeycle.com

TRAINING & INSTRUCTION

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, M
CURRENT ENDORSEMENT REQUIRED
Take your riding to the next level,
learn from Certified Police motorcycle
Instructors.
www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com
Call 248-855-4444

CUSTOM PRINTING
& FABRICATION

Bro’s Manufacturing LLC
Custom Frames
2653 7th St.
Muskegon, MI 49444
231-578-6079 www.brosmfg.com

Kustom Hooligans Original Cycles
Painting, Fab Work, Restorations, &
Performance
Servicing the Detroit Area
586-285-5551

BARS & RESTAURANTS

Boulevard Lounge

316 S Saginaw Rd.

Midland, MI. 48640
989-832-5387

C & K Corner Store LLC
8892 Van Cleve Rd.
Vassar, Mi. 48768
989-871-3120
Biker Friendly
Great Food, Cold Beer

Tini Bikinis of Lansing
511 E. Hazel St.
Lansing, Ml 48912
517-316-1604
Bikers Never Pay Cover.
Bikini Dancers Nightly

BIKE NIGHTS

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday

Players Grill
1290 M-89

Plainwell,MI 49080

Bike Night Tuesdays ALL YEAR
506 E Michigan

Augusta, Ml 49012
Bike Night Mondays ALL YEAR
Events & Specials on Facebook

Scotter’s Wild Turkey Saloon
2029 E. Miller Rd.
Fairview, M| 48621

(989) 848-2711
Bike Night Tuesday ALL YEAR

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave
Wixon, MI.
248-449-9667
Thursday Bike Night

The Gravel Pit Pub & Grub
7990 N. Telegraph Rd.
Newport, MI. 48166
734-586-8600
See us on Facebook
Thursday Bike Night

Trapper John’s Inn
3029 Bay St. (M-25)
Unionville, MI 48767
989-674-2431
Coldest Beer in Town!

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

LODGING & CAMPING

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23
Oscoda, MI. 48750
989-739-1818

Midland Resort
1500 W. Wackerly St.
Midland, MI
989-631-4220

Oscoda Area Convention Visitors
Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, M.
1-877-8-oscoda
www.oscoda.com

Pines on the Lake Resort
5486 N. US 23
Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-5741
www.pinesonthelake.net

Thunderbird Inn
146 Old US Hwy 31
Mackinaw City, MI. 49701
800-633-1515

LEATHER & REPAIR

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840
www.huntshogshop.com

Paragon Leather
7215 S Westnedge Ave.
Portage, MI.
269-323-9483
Paragonleather.com

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI. 49091
269-651-2464

Rohde’s Leather Shop
6148 Dixie Hwy
Bridgeport, MI 48722-0165
989-777-2340
Belts, Holsters, Zippers,
Phone Cases, Coats, Vests

Cycle Insurance Specialists
VanDuren-Irving West Insurance
2110 Enterprise St SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49508
800-815-9372
www.bestbikerate.com

Irving Insurance Agency, INC
3033 N Linden Rd.
Flint, MI. 48504
810-230-0250

Biker Owned
Safeguard Insurance Agency
3214 Fashion Square Blvd
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
smetiva214@yahoo.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Diamond Photo
Tom Rossman
586-899-7442
www.diamond-photo.us
facebook.com/Tom.Diamond.Photo

Kathleen Howell Photography
Fine Art, Landscapes, Motorsports
www.kathleenhowell.com
734-644-2954

Sam T’ang Productions
28525 Beck Rd. Suite 122
Wixom, MI 48393
248-773-0004 studio
248-773-0002 fax
305-502-1354 cell
email SamTangStudios@yahoo.com
web: www.SamTang.com

Star Photography
Thomas J. Cox
989-631-6813
www.starphotographylive.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Indian’s Interior Painting & More
Free Consultation & Estimates
Insured, BBB Member
References Available
Biker owned
Downriver
Call Indian at 313-386-8612

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning
25924 Five Mile Rd
Redford MI 48239
(313) 535-2270

Museum of “MOSES”

A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store too
Located 8 miles east of McBain, Ml
“A great ride destination”
www.museumofmoses.com

Pineview Grocery & Gas
3277 W River Rd.
Sanford, Ml 48657

989-687-5267

Roger White
The Biker’s Realtor
Cell: 734-730-9482
Fax: 734-439-7279

Call Today!!

Shields Fire Protection
5066 S. Seven Mile Rd.
Bay City, Mi. 48706
989-737-9335

On Site Fire Extinguisher Recharging

Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd
Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org
810-247-6332

BIKER
FRIENDDLY
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This is Julie Holt Legas

Julie’s husband Scott Legas and brother, Tom Holt are both Detroit Firefighters.
Her father, the late Tom Holt, Sr. was also a Detroit Firefighter.

Julie is a beautiful woman with a zest for life, a big heart and a warm smile. She
is doing her best to fight Cerebellar Ataxia, a debilitating disease that affects your
motor skills.

Imagine being trapped in a body you can't control. You can’t dress yourself or
bathe yourself. You suffer violent tremors when trying to raise a spoon to your
mouth. You are confined to a wheelchair, because you can't control your leg
movements. For you, tying your shoe is a major accomplishment. Treatment after
treatment has been endured in an effort to bring things under control. This is what
life is like for Julie Holt Legas.

Julie wasn't always this way. Just a short time ago, life was normal. In October
2011 she and her husband Scott, a Detroit Firefighter, were enjoying life. Julie
was a Dean’s List student pursuing a Nursing degree. She wanted to care for
others, to provide comfort and assistance to those in need. She began having
unexplained lightheadedness and blurred vision. Her ability to walk and balance
normally began to diminish.

October 2011 was the start of numerous visits to neurology, rheumatology, and
her primary care doctor. A spinal tap was done in February 2012 and it was discov-
ered that Julie’s spinal fluid’s protein levels, t-cells, etc. were way out of balance.
Since then she has been treated at both the Cleveland Clinic, and Mayo Clinic.
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By Debra Wright

She has undergone test after test, IVIG treatment (protein infusion), Riutuxan (a
form of chemotherapy), Plasmapherisis (blood wash), and Cytoxan (another form
of chemo).

With her motor skills and speech abilities continuing to degrade, Julie was con-
fined to a wheelchair (since May 2012). She needs help doing the everyday things
you and | take for granted. Julie describes this as “being trapped in a body that
doesn’t work”. Thankfully, this disease attacks the body, but not the mind. As Scott
says “Julie is sharp as a tack.”

In January 2013, Scott and Julie went to the Mayo Clinic. Hoping for another
treatment, they were told that all the traditional treatment that is approved in Amer-
ica has been done, “Go home and adjust your lifestyle.”

Being the fighters that Julie and Scott are, they were not satisfied with that answer.
They will be going to Hope Hospital in Zhuhai, China for stem cell treatment. This
treatment is cord cells, NOT embryotic or fetal cells. It consists of four injections
that will provide approximately 400 million cells. This treatment has been showing
promising results for patients with Cerebella Ataxia, but it is extremely expensive
and not covered by insurance.

Please join us in supporting Julie’s Jour-
ney back to health. With your help we can
give Julie and Scott a fighting chance.

There are many ways to support Julie in
her fight: T-shirts, raffle tickets, events
(including a really great benefit concert),
donations in exchange for Detroit Fire Department patches and online donations.
All the details are at:

www.rockinforjulie.com

Thank you for your generosity!

These coins are from a homeless man walking by during a benefit for Julie. He
said “She needs this more than | do.”

TONY, ’0

BIKER FRIENDLY / EXTRA LARGE PARKING LOT

3420 S Creyts ~ Lansing Ml 48917 ~ 517.322.2069
www.tonymslansing.com ~ facebook.com/TonyMsrestaurant

Bring in THIS AD and say “/ read Thunder Roads”
‘ RECEIVE EITHER 3
o Buy 1 Baked Spaghetti receive 2ND 1 FREE wiTH PURCHASE OF 2 DRINKS !
OR ‘
+10% OFF your entire order
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS OR USED IN THE BANQUET ROOM

AVAILABLE

231-519-2520 :
aaass.Comm

DESIGNED BY: SHADOW GRAFFIX i

Motor City Battery Company

Lincoln Park

3295 Dix Highway
Lincoln Park, Ml 48146

Fax (313) 451-8479
Phone (313) 451-8471

?5 ~ LIVE BAND 6PM-10FM
* | % $4 JACK DANIELS - $2.75 MILLER LITE |
(| ® PRIVATE BIKE PARKING

| ON THE E.BELTLINE JUST

. NORTH OF PLAINFIELD

5301 NORTHLAND DRIVE - 616.301.0600

THUMB & %

CHROME LLC
NOTOR TRIKE (989) 673-2750

Master Mechanic for all Bikes

Customer Service at it's Best

Pickup & Delivery Available

www.thumbmotorcyclechrome.com
1519 Colwood RD. Caro, Mi.

819 Southfield|Rd% c
Lincoln|Park; IMI48146; =

Bike!Seats FAST Turnaround

313-381-1460
cELLN313228276916)

EMAIL jassonvipsea

"eather Inr.-“
"We’w Moved!

Gomed‘neckoutﬂ'lenew

Onsite Aterations, Repairs, Patches ©
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Road L'aptam
Skills

Lhallenge -

-

By Debra Wright |

‘ eople seem to always wonder just how this all started. Well, as good or bad
as it may sound the RCs of many local chapters just were tired of only meeting
up for funerals. Between 1999 and 2006 three (3) of the local chapters had lost
a road captain either on a ride, going to, or after a ride. Everyone was kicking
around putting together a dinner, picnic or anything but a funeral!

Then one individual (Greg Sebaly) came up with an idea that we should have
some sort of motorcycle outing to create a challenge within ourselves in an at-
tempt to make all the road captains better riders. He then contacted all the dif-
ferent chapters Senior Road Captains, with this idea that if in fact we did this not
only would it build a stronger comradely with the different chapters but would
increase everyone’s skill level. Once this was in play he acquired the help of Gary
Lewendowski (Ride like a Pro) to assist with a few small minor details, and just
how to kick this off!

Of course, there was kind of a strong disagreement with this up front just because
no one wanted to do anything to possibly damage their motor! Or what the ‘out
of pocket’ cost could be. Then a traveling trophy with the bragging rights came
into play! Well that was just icing on the cake to get everyone’s attention and that
was the start.

Originally it was that each chapter could seat 5 to 10 new RCs per year. It soon
came clear that not all chapters would have that many RCs or could convince
them to participate. Not everyone had time or can get out of work to train. Driv-
ing around cones two, or three times a week for a few hours before dark doesn't
always work in everyone’s schedule. The cost of the cones, then a couple char-
acter marks on their baby seems to leave a lot of people discouraged. Then a few
started showing major changes in their riding ability, which in Motor City is all it
took! Well the excitement grew and the giving up a few hours of time raised their
riding skills! We were all in, game on! At that point it became very clear that during
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the last practice before the challenge that no matter what or how we did at the
challenge “We were all winners in all the chapters” because of the increased skill
level of each and every one of us. Also we realized at that point that the exercises
Gary Lewendowski had sent out was not a joke as many felt. Really to turn your
bike in an 18’ diameter, not putting your feet down, then flop your handle bars and
go the other way without hitting any cones! (Figure 8) or a series of left right turns
with a half circle at the end! Yeah, right! This is just a few to mention but they were
tools to personally challenge each and every one of us.

Then came the day for all of the riders to show what they had learned. What we
found out at that moment when you ride into the starting gate, you're alone, with
everyone watching! You had to tell yourself to breathe, and when you finished no
matter what or how you did, everyone was cheering you on!! That your family had
grown to an unexpected level.

Each Chapter has to find time, and a place in the spring to train because the event
is only once a year, so that it doesn't interfere with chapter events, vacations, and
so0 on during the year. We found it hard to find a place to practice. The first two
years we practiced at Motor City Harley’s Rider’s Edge course which was great.
They had cones, good pavement, everything we needed. Problems soon came
to play with time for class and us, some worried comments from the Rider’s Edge
students that they might have to learn what they were seeing.

Soon you will find us out playing around to keep the skill level up. Plus, it is a good
time to get new people out a little bit just to spark their interest. Gary Lewendowski
will tell anyone that will listen “if you don't use it, you lose it!”

Now in the fifth year, we found a welcomed parking lot at the Wayne Eagles where
we continue to practice.

This event has had its ups and downs as many do, but at the same time it's grown
because the same people that started this have pushed hard to bring in new blood
and opened the event up to any chapter members. The event has an experienced
class and a novice class, along with as many teams as your chapter can handle.

As you can imagine it takes a lot of personal time and
we all work together with each person that comes
out. We each pass on what we know and work with
the new people that wish to try this. In the end we all
win and to be involved with this along with the day of
the event and in our case we have been fortunate to
have Mary Depry on our side to work with all the great
volunteers through the winter to make the one day
possible. And behind all this is Buck, a great leader,
coach, teacher and friend that it is his number one
concern is to keep all the riders safe. Hope to see
you all there either to have fun and cheer us on or be
a contender and sharpen your skills.

Retail Warehouse Presents:

It's Not What You Rlde, It's What You Wear...

Saddlebags, Tod Bags,
Fork Bags & Tank Bags

SHARP PRICES!

Huge
Inventory
Mens, Ladies
& Children’s
Leather &
Accessories

Mens & Ladies
Teutile Jackets, Chans & Pants!

8| the Benefits of Leather,
only half the weight

Hundreds of Jackets mour
Closeout Section, Starting at $751

d ¥ HEATER CLOTHIA

Jacket Liners: $220 - Gloves: $150.

Retail Warehouse
1640 5. Centerville Rd.
{M-66 South)
Sturgis, MI 49001
269-651- 2464

Hours M-F 9:30-5:30
Sat 9:20-4:30
Sun Moon-4:30

¥Eactory Direct Buyer®* Socepting all rmajor Credit Cards

JULY 2013 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE 65



BUYING A BIKE FROM A PRIVATE SELLER?
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TechTipsBySteve

NO, don’t go invading another country or charging a town and take it
over with your small army, | mean charge your battery! | would like to go over
the basics of your charging system that most all of you can do on your own. |
will go over how to test your battery for charge, load test your battery, charging
system test, testing the circuit breaker and lastly a stator test.

In the spring, or anytime you feel like it, you will need a multi-meter, if you do
not have one they run around $25 all the way up $550 or so for a top of the line
Fluke Meter ... yes, yes the el cheapo at Harbor Freight will work fine and in fact
we will be using such a bargain brand for this demonstration today. Before doing
any testing please make sure your battery cable connections are clean and tight!

Battery Testing

The first test is a simple battery test, start by finding your battery, set the meter
on DC and the range at 20, connect the red lead to positive terminal and the
black to the negative terminal and you should be reading between 12.4V to
13.5V as shown below.

If your meter reading is lower don’t worry quite yet, simply put it on a good
battery maintainer like a Genius or a PulseTech, they will tell you if your battery
can take a charge and will bring it to a charge safely without overcharging it.
Most newer bikes have a small drain on the battery running items such as your
computer and clocks, this will take your battery down within a few days so if you
have not ridding your bike in a while or have not kept it on a battery maintainer
you may get a low reading. In my opinion, the drain issue is why Harley started
giving everyone free chargers and already installed maintainer cords with new
bikes. Older batteries can lose a charge fast and can take a false charge, but will
not hold it so the second you hit the starter they are weak or even worse will not
work at all, most likely it is time to get a new battery. If you like, you can prove
your weak battery theory with a load test. The load test is best done with a load
tester but you can do it with @ multi-meter too, and | will go over the multi-meter
way due to the fact that most do not own a load tester. You have to make sure
your bike does not start so the easiest way is to take your spark plug wires off,
however do not take your plugs out because you need the compression load

on the starting system. Now with your meter of DC range 20 and the leads
connected to the battery hit the starter, the reading should be dip down around
10 or so, 9.5 is OK, but your battery is starting to go bad when you see a reading
9.0t0 9.5 VDC and if it is below 9 VDC change out your battery it will fail you
very soon. This is assuming you have the correct battery size for your bike and
it is fully charged before starting this test. This test is a bit hard on a battery so
afterwards make sure you fully recharge your battery.

Basic charging system check

When your battery is fully charged the next step would be to check to see if your
charging system is putting out a sufficient charge, and this is an easy test. You
should already have your battery exposed from your last test; get your multi-
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meter ready by setting it on DC and the range on 20 (same as the last test).
Start your bike and rev it a little to excite the charging system ... (no, silly, not
that kind of excite)... with the bike above idle put the multi-meter leads on the
battery terminals ... red on positive and black on negative, your reading should
be about 14.3 to 14.7 but should never be above 14.9. If your reading is below
14VDC your charging system is in the fritz!

What is on the fritz? Well assuming all your wiring and connections (Look at pic
below) are in good shape, it could be the circuit breaker/fuse, regulator or the
stator.

The picture above is a common problem on older Harley charging systems
due to lack of maintenance, the connection gets rusty and eventually breaks.
Unfortunately this is not a cheap thing to fix... usually you have to replace the
stator.

Testing the Circuit Breaker

First check the easiest one, which is the circuit breaker, do this by performing a
continuity test with your multi-meter. A continuity test tells you whether you have
a connection between two points or not, you can do this with fuses and any other
wiring you wish to see if there is a break or heavy resistance in a wire/devise or
not. Locate and disconnect the circuit breaker, set your meter on ohms, set the
range on 2K and touch one lead to one post of the circuit breaker and the other
lead on the other post you should read .000 which is the same if you took the
two leads and touched them together. If it tests good, then the next thing is to
test the regulator.

Testing the Regulator

The regulator takes the AC voltage from the stator and converts it to DC and
charges the battery. Testing this is an easy test too, locate your regulator, it is
most commonly just in front of the engine on Harleys, it is there because they
get hot and need constant cooling and in my opinion why it is a bad idea to put
a chrome cover over them. Using a 12VDC test light this time, connect one end
to a ground and the other end to each pin on the regulator lead coming from the
regulator, if you get any light whatsoever from any pin the regulator is bad. If it
tests good or bad you should check your stator before replacing parts for two
reasons, you could damage a new regulator if the stator is bad and if the stator
is bad you can get a discount if you buy a whole charging system at the same
time instead of buying parts as you go.

Stator test

The stator is under your primary cover buried under the primary chain sprocket
so it's a real bugger if this goes bad. It is a stationary set of windings that have a
rotor or a big magnet spinning around it to create AC voltage.

Stator problems are either a short to ground or an open circuit.

First, we will check for a ground using your test light again. Unplug the regulator
from the stator and start the motor, put one end of the test light to each stator pin
with the test light one at a time. If the bulb lights when connected between any of
the stator plug pins and ground the stator is shorted and needs to be replaced.

Next check for output (an open winding will have little to no output) back to using
your multi-meter on this test. With either a single or three phase system, first set
your meter to AC this time and range at 200, unplug the regulator and then start
the engine, rev it to a steady 1000 RPM.

On a single-phase system, connect one lead from the meter to each pin on the
stator plug this will show you what the stator is putting out.

On a three-phase system, there are three separate windings hooked end to end.
You need to test the voltage on each set of windings. The plug has three pins.
First, take a voltage reading between pin one and pin two. Then pin one and

pin three. And finally, pin two and pin three. This will test all three windings. All
three should read the same voltage at the same RPM.

You will need to know what size your charging system is to know if it is working
properly, for example a 32 amp stator should put out 18 volts VAC at 1000 RPM,
at 2000 RPM it should be 36 VAC and at 3000 RPM it should be 54 VAC.

A stator that is shorted to ground may still produce full AC voltage from pin to
pin. The problem with this is the rectifier changes the AC current to DC current
and then uses the ground as one leg of the DC. When the stator shorts to
ground the AC and DC get mixed together and our charging world is kaput.

In my humble opinion, if your stator is bad | would replace both the stator and
regulator, it is just a safe way to go. Also, if you have a single phase unit | would
replace it with a three phase unit if you can afford it. Three phase units do a
much better job, especially at low RPMs.

Cycle Electric makes some great stuff right here in the USA and they have
systems to retrofit almost all bikes to three phase. They also do the regulator
thing a bit different, according to Karl, President and head master mind at
Cycle Electric: “To control voltage on Harley Davidson alternators other rectifier
regulators dump current to ground. This causes maximum stator current and
temperature at all times. Cycle Electric rectifying regulators block current to
control voltage. This reduces stator current resulting in lower temperature and
less drag on the motor, which means more efficient operation. The largest and
most noticeable benefit is a smoother charge to the battery. This means less
battery maintenance and longer battery life.”

As always, there can be more to the story so if you have a crazy charging story
or repair please email it to me ... love to hear all about your experiences!

Well that's all | have for you this month, | sure hope you all had a great June and
have a spectacular July! Ride safe my brothers and sisters, God Bless you all!

Remember, if you have questions or comments please email them to
golgothacycles@comcast.net or give us a call at 517-290-0984 or just stop by
the shop ... | love talking with you all!!!!

Steve Hollon ~ Golgotha Cycles
610 N. Creyts Rd, Lansing MI 48917
517-977-1752
www.golgothacycles.com
golgothacycles@comcast.net
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¥ BY PoocH

(Third in a series about some of the world-class, state-based mo-
torcycle builders we have in Michigan)

Kip Watkins, owner of Watkins Boyz Speed & Kustoms, loves to paint. No matter
if it's bikes, hot rods, Jeeps or even signs. He says, “I paint because | love to.
| don't do it for the money or the fame...and besides it's too late to become a
brain surgeon.” He is a second generation painter. He followed his father, Donnie
Watkins, a custom painter, into the business at age 14. Donnie painted custom
choppers in the 60's and 70’s was happy to pass along his skills to his son. Kip’s
first paint job was his "67 Firebird. And since opening his first shop in 1983, Kip
has “...never looked back.” Over the past 30 years he has always maintained a
shop in the Traverse City/ Kalkaska area. And his newest shop is on US 31 South
just outside Traverse City.

Since then, Kip has learned how to do more than just paint. He has done 30
ground-up builds, dozens of ‘mild’ custom builds, 300+ paint jobs as well as too
many 4 wheeled vehicles to count. The walls in Kip’s shop are filled with the
magazine plaques showcasing his talents. A lot of bikes including, Kenny Olson’s
(yup that Kenny) “Six-String Sled”, to the “So-Kal (Kalkaska) Speedster”, the “#38
Bike” (one of Kip’s favorites), or the “Rajun Indian” (more on that in a bit). As well
as building bikes for Kenny Wayne Shepherd (yes that Kenny), A.J. Foyt and
Larry Foyt (grandsons of the Champion Indy driver). And even a satiny-blue and
white bike for the Editor of American Iron Magazine, Chris Maida.
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Although he can do anything, the style of bikes Kip REALLY likes to build are the
vintage racing style bike of the 30’s, 40's and 50’s. Something you'd have seen at
the drag strip, road race or even the salt flats. As witnessed in the aforementioned
“Rajun Indian”. A vintage, raced-themed, copper clad beauty. All built around an
Indian Motorcycle ‘bottle cap’ motors Kip acquired through a chance meeting at
the Detroit AutoRama, with the man responsible for manufacturing them for In-
dian. One minute he’s saying what a great design the engine was, and how well it
looked, and then they're exchanging names, numbers and addresses and talking
details for shipping a complete engine. What all started as a random conversation
turned into one very nice bike! It's funny how things sometimes happen.

Over the years, Kip has had some great influences, some from car builders, like
Scott Sullivan and Dan Webb. And to some other bike builders, like the late Billy
Westbrook, and his own Dad. He also respects and admires the work others have
done for the industry. Like Jessie James, for helping to bringing back old school
‘metal working'. That is the (almost) lost art of taking a flat sheet of steel and
cutting, pounding, and caressing the metal into a fender, gas or oil tank, etc. And
re-introducing some seldom used words to us, words like punishing hammer, an-
nealing and English wheel. As well as my good friend Ron Finch, who as Kip says,
“...just keeps on doing what he’s always done. You have to respect someone who
just follows their own path, never submitting to what’s currently cool or trendy.” He
also Thanks his Dad, his family and Roche Featherstone, for without their support,
Watkins Boyz Speed & Kustoms would not be what it is today.

| asked him, “Where do you think the industry is going?” Kip believes that regula-
tions will slowly continue to strangle the small builders, eventually out of business
altogether. He says “...you have paint; you're going to need a fire suppression
system and special storage area.” “...you do welding; you're going to need extra
insurance.... Not to mention permits and other associated fees.” And of course,
there is the “e-commerce” factor. People that ALWAYS are buying online for
“cheaper prices”. | mean, | like to save as much as much as the next guy (just ask
my kids, lol), but | also try to support the real “brick and mortar” stores as well. I'm
talking about the dealers AND the smaller, independent Mom & Pop shops. C'mon
folks, let's spread the wealth a little bit. And let's not forget to tell them you saw
their ad in Thunder Roads Magazine-Michigan.

Be sure to look for the Watkins Boyz Speed & Kustoms display this summer.
Some of the current projects include a '64 panhead FLH in the original “HiFi Pur-

ple”, a Honda CB550 Café style racer and a vintage race bagger. What else is Kip
up to, well | guess you'll have to check out his shop and find out. His new shop is
at 657 Blue Star Drive, Traverse City. (231) 642-6093 just off 31 South, literally.
www.watkinsboyz.com Tell him | sent ya. And once you're there, you are about an
hour away from some of the best riding in Michigan. Can you say Sleeping Bear
Dunes National Lakeshore, Old Mission Peninsula, Torch Lake or possibly The
Tunnel of Trees? Or maybe, just a nice ride along the shoreline of Grand Traverse
Bay or Lake Michigan would be better...... See ya there.
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