


LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY • FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS • 20+ YEARS OF INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE

FINANCING AVAILABLE
With Approved Credit. Ask for details.

ROYAL OAK...........................248.398.7204
GARDEN CITY........................734.237.5002
WARREN................................586.979.8894
LIVONIA...............................734.425.4646
FARMINGTON HILLS..............248.473.8200
ROSEVILLE...............................586.777.8660
ST. CLAIR SHORES................586.771.7620
PORT HURON.........................810.385.4880

CANTON.................................734.981.7770
KEEGO HARBOR......................248.682.1600
TAYLOR.....................................734.946.4174
WATERFORD............................248.673.4970
LINCOLN PARK.......................313.383.9434
GRAND RAPIDS.......................616.241.5897
PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS)...616.363.1106
DETROIT..................................313.526.3799

*Installation Offer includes normal installation with purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee of $4.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive labor and extensive materials fee extra. Prior sales not included. SALE ENDS 3/31/16. 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1967.MICKEY SHORR IS A MICHIGAN COMPANY.

STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM - 5:30 PM. CLOSED SUNDAY

✦Bring in any competitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and we'll beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.

MO94

Visit us on 
Facebook

Automobiles • Marine • Motorcycles • Classic Cars • Recreational Vehicles 

WE’LL BEAT ANY DEAL!
✦

F

w w w . m i c k e y s h o r r . c o m

CUSTOM INSTALLATION! ALL MAKES & MODELS!
MOTORCYCLE AUDIO EXPERTS!

$399599-9600/2549

$1995
Harley Speaker Adapters

Mfg. List $59.95

Mfg. List $59.95

   SAHD656/7850

HEAD TO
THE SHORR®

Harley Stereo Install Kit

Mfg. List $89.95

$19995

HX 4-CHANNEL 
CLASS D 
FULL RANGE AMPLIFIER

•280 watts •20Hz-20KHz 
frequency response. HX280/4/1118 $$ 9595

$19995

MONOBLOCK 
CLASS D
FULL-RANGE AMPLIFIER
•300 watts •300 W x 1 @ 2 ohm 
•160 W x 1 @ 4 ohm.  HX300/1/1119

EVERY RIDE NEEDS A SOUNDTRACKCYCLE
AUDIO!

EVERY CYCLECYCLE YEVERYCYCLECYCLE EVERYCYCLECYCLE
AUUDDIOO!!!AUUUDDDIIOO!!!!

HX AMPS

$9995
PAIR

Mfg. List 
$149.95

BLUETOOTH 
STREAMING!

AMPLIFIED 
MOTORCYCLE SPEAKERS 
WITH BLUETOOTH

         MC420B/1071

NOBODY BEATS MICKEY SHORR!

INSTALLATION ACCESSORIES FOR HARLEY-DAVIDSON ®

AMPLIFIED
MOTORCYCLE SPEAKERS
MC300/7454  

$4995
PAIR

Mfg. List 
$89.95

BIG SOUND FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE

IN-DASH LIMITED TIME OFFERS!

AM/FM 
CD Front 
Aux Input 
Reciever

Mfg. List $139.95

INSTALLED*

TIME OFFERS

AAAA
CCFRONT AUX

INPUT

Digital 
Media 
Player

INSTALLED*

$6995

$8995

•50 watts x 4 channels. •MP3, 
WMA, CD/RW. KD-R370/2019

•Front USB and aux input •Works with 
Pandora •iPod/iPhone control •Siri 
eyes free. MVH-X380BT/2193

ULTRA COMPACT  DESIGN
PERFECT FOR  MOTORCYCLES,
   UTVS  &  AUTOS
NOT AFRAID TO GET A LITTLE  WET
FULL SIGINAL PROCESSING SETS

Mfg. List 
$279.95

Mfg. List 
$279.95



 KEEP YOUR FEET HEALTHY FOR RIDING!
NatioNwide Foot & aNkle Care  P.C.

Biker Friendly and Biker Owned

•	Arthritis	&	Ingrown	Nails
•	Bone	&	Heel	Spurs
•	Bunions,	Corns	&	Calluses
•	Diabetic	&	Senior	Foot	Care
•	Flat	Feet	&	Arch	Pain
•	Fractures
•	Fungus	Nails	&	Infections
•	Hammertoes

•	Leg	Cramps	&	Heel	Pain
•	Numbness	&	Gout
•	Ankle	Sprains	&	Sports	Injuries
•	Ulcers	&	Wound	Care
•	Varicose	&	Spider	Vein	Treatments
•	Warts	On	Hands	&	Feet
•	Burning	&	Tingling	Feet
•	Circulation	&	Nerve	Problems

We	Accept	Medicare,	BCBS,	HAP,	BCN,	Most	PPOs	&	Most	Miscellaneous	Insurances

32432	Woodward	Ave.	/	Royal	Oak	/	248.549.3338
JUST	SOUTH	OF	14	MILe	ROAD	ACROSS	FROM	ART	VAN

10986	Middlebelt	Road	/	Livonia	/	734-261-3400
1/4	MILe	SOUTH	OF	PLyMOUTH	ROAD

www.nationwidefootandankle.com

TWO	MeTRO-DeTROIT	LOCATIONS	TO	SeRVe	yOU

DR.	RANDy	H.	BeRNSTeIN,	DPM
DR.	RANDy	SeMMA,	DPM	

FOR YOUR TOTAL FOOT AND ANKLE CARE

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 • (248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

Monday 11am - 2am
Tuesday - Sunday 9sam - 2am

STAY TUNED... FOR EXCITING NEWS COMING SOON!

LIvE ENTERTAINMENT 5 nights a week

• Hot Girlz

• cold beer

• Great food

• bikini Staff

• SpecialS everyday

SPONSORED BY

Street i Dirt i Snow i Dynotuning

 u Complete Street and Dirt Riding Apparel y Accessories y Supplies
u Full Service Facility with 12 Work Bays

u Motorcycle y ATV y Snowmobile Dynometers

1660 E Caro Rd y Caro MI 48723 y 855-672-8500
MonDAy-FRIDAy 9-6 y SATuRDAy 9-4

CMS is ready to meet all of your Motorcycle, 
ATV and Snowmobile needs.

Visit us at our website to view Dyno Sessions 
and learn more about our Services

www.caromotorSportS.com
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We Work on all Makes & Models
from oil changes to complete custom modifications

Chrome Wheel
 Exchange Program

CHROME 
HARLEY RIMS 
STARTING FROM 

$600.00 
EXCHANGE

In-House 
• DynoTuning

• Powder Coating

We do Insurance work pick up and delivery available

273 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti MI 48198
Office 734-480-3148
Fax 734-547-BIKE mon thru fri 

10am - 6pm 
sat appt onlywww.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS
Jason Waechter, David McCallister “Possum”,  Brian “BMAN” McKay, Rusty Bongard, 

Debra Wright, Geneva, Dale Terry, Robyn Snyder, Tom Shields, Billy D, TRIA, Rick Wyatt

2016 Harley-Davidson®

Heritage Softail® Classic
We have the full line of 2016
Harley-Davidson® motorcycles
- including the Project
Rushmore touring models - 
in stock and available for
immediate delivery. It’s cold and
snowy now but spring is right around the corner.
The 2016 models have been selling fast. Don’t 
miss your chance to own your dream bike.
Stop by our store today to find the Harley® of
your dreams.
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e-mail:thunderroadsfounders@yahoo.com / www.thunderroadsmagazine.com

Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!
It’s almost spring!  
This is such a hard time of the year for us bikers.  
We sit and wait for the warm weather to be upon us 
again so we can head to our favorite bike night, attend our favorite 
rally/event or just ride anywhere!  The good news is that winter is 
almost over and the warmer weather will soon be here!  Mean-
while, let’s make the best of it!  

Also, very soon we will be kicking off the 3rd Annual Michigan 
Thunder Run Ride n’ Win summer long contest again.  Read all 
about that in this issue and be ready for that to start May 1st.  You 
still have some time to get that custom paint job or upgrade some 
chrome before spring comes, so get it done!  Be sure to mark your 
calendars for April 2nd & 3rd to attend the Detroit International 
Bike-O-Rama (see cover and details on page 6 in this issue). We 
have Part VIII in the series of the History of a Motorcycle in this 
issue, veterans corner, ABATE and I have some fun St. Patrick’s 
Day Facts for you listed in Jody Mo’s Thunder Fun so check those 
out too.

Thank you to all the monthly contributors to TRMI and our won-
derful advertisers~ for you are all what helps make and keep 
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan the #1 FREE Motorcycle 
Magazine in Michigan!  

Last month the Biker Friendly character was on page 23, in the 
picture with Tom. See if you can find him this month (larger ver-
sion found in the Biker Friendly Directory).  Be sure to like Thun-
der Roads Magazine of Michigan on Facebook.  

Now for some “Mo” Advice: 
The one’s that believe it’s just “luck” do not realize 
that it isn’t.
			            Jody Mohowitsch 

 Thunder Roads MAGAZINE Of Michigan
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11901 N BEYER RD • BIRCH RUN, MI 48415 • 989.624.4400
www.shiawasseeharley-davidson.com

trade in 
& trade up
MARCH 20tH – APRIL 2nd

*REtAIL 4 REtAIL BASEd On nAdA VALUES, SUBJECt tO tRAdE InSPECtIOn. 
dOES nOt InCLUdE CUStOMER REWARdS. OFFER IS OnLY GOOd tOWARdS REGULAR PRICEd ItEMS. 

CAnNOt BE COMBInEd WItH OtHER OFFERS. PLEASE CALL FOR dEtAILS.  

tRAdE In tHAt WORn OUt 
PAIR OF BOOtS And GEt 
$20 towards a 

new pair of riding 
boots!!*

tRAdE In tHAt OLd HELMEt 
And GEt

$20 towards a 
new helmet!*

tRAdE In tHAt OUt OF StYLE 
LEAtHER JACkEt And GEt 

$50 towards a new 
leather jacket!!!*

tRAdE In tHAt BALd tIRE 
And RECEIVE 

$40 towards the 
price of a new 

tire!!!!*

REtAIL 4 REtAIL On ALL nEW h-d motorcYcles*

TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2016
March

March 2
First Responder Appreciation
Perry HD, Portage, MI.  5:30-7pm, free 
food & drinks till gone, current & former 
first responders get free passes to HD 
Riding Academy.  For more info call 269-
329-3450 (See ad this issue).

March 3
HD First Responders Event
Tecumseh HD, Tecumseh, MI.  5 - 7 pm, our 
way of thanking current and former Military, 
Police, Fire & EMS Personnel, free food & 
drink, door prizes, all first responders can 
learn to ride for free.   For more info go to 
tecumsehhd.com

March 12
Vegas Party
ABC HD, Waterford, MI.  11 am- 3 pm, 
free food, door prizes & entertainment.  
For more info go to abcharleydavidson.
com (See inside front cover this issue).

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Event
Perry HD, Portage, MI.  11 am- 5pm, wear 
green or orange to dealership for chance 
to win $100 gift card.  For more info call 
269-329-3450 (See ad this issue).

March 18-19
Pig Fest
Ramada Lansing Hotel & Conference 
Center, Lansing, MI.  $35 pp, entertain-
ment, 50/50, door prizes & more.  For 
more info go to harleyrider.net (See ad 
this issue).

March 19
Collection Kits/Trim Workshop
Biker Bob’s HD, Taylor, MI.  2 pm.  To 
RSVP for your spot call 734-947-4647.  
For more info go to bikerbobshd.com 
(See 2 page ad spread this issue).

March 19
New Model Event
Motorcity Motorcycles, Bloomfield Hills, 
MI.  Join us in celebrating full line of 
2016 Indian & Victory Motorcycles.  For 
more info go to ridemotorcity.com (See 
ad this issue).

March 19
Monster Energy AMA Supercross
Ford Field, Detroit, MI.  $15 admis, doors 
open 12:30 pm, race starts at 6:30 pm.  For 
more info go to supercrosslive.com/tickets

March 19
1st Annual Sentinel Knights Benefit Dinner
Diamond Back Club House, Potterville, MI.  
Noon- 6 pm, $15 pp, $20 couple, 5-12 yrs. 
$5 & under 5 free, $5 off with dry can food 
donation, live music, movies for kids, color-
ing contest, face painting & more.  For more 
info call Sherrie 517-414-8721

March 19-20
9th Annual Custom Motorcycle Show & 
Expo
Gibraltar Trade Center, Mt. Clemens, MI.  
Sat 10-8, Sun 10-6, $7, 12 & under free 
with adult, bike show, dealers, equip-
ment, leather, apparel, accessories, bi-
kini contest & more.  For more info go 
to gibraltartrade.com (See full page ad 
this issue).

March 20
43rd Annual Kalamazoo Motorcycle 
Swap Meet
3600 Vanrick Dr. Kalamazoo, MI.  10 am- 
4 pm, $9 pp, Bikes, parts, leather, food & 
beer.  For more info go to paragonpro-
motion.com (See ad this issue).

March 26
Heat the Streets Party
ABC HD, Waterford, MI.  11 am- 3 pm, 
burnout pit, free food, live music & 
chance to win a 2016 Street Glide.  For 
more info go to abcharleydavidson.com 
(See inside front cover this issue).

March 26
13th Annual Cadillac (MI) Motorcycle 
Swap Meet 
Wexford Civic Center, Cadillac, MI.  10 
am- 4 pm, $7 pp, 12 & under free, Buy-
Sell-Trade, Bikes, parts leather, food, 
beer.  For more info call 1-800-800-6034 
or go to www.cadillacswap.com (See ad 
this issue).

April

April 2-3
Detroit International Bikeorama
Cobo Center, Detroit, MI.  Ultimate build 
competition $10k, prizes, trophies, ven-
dors, massive swap meet, bikini contest, 
bike giveaway & more.  For more info or 
vendor info go to detroitbikeorama.com 
(See cover & full page ad this issue).

April 3
36th Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet
Lansing Center, Lansing, MI.  10 am- 
4pm, $6 pp, 12 & under free, buy- sell-
trade; parts, leather, jewelry, patches, 
accessories & more.  For more info go to 
hugeswapmeets.com

April 10
36th Annual Grand Rapids Motorcycle 
Swap Meet 
DeltaPlex Arena, Grand Rapids, MI.   10 
am - 4 pm, buy-sell-trade, bikes, parts 
leather, food, beer.  For more info go to 
grandrapidsmotorcycleswap.com (See 
ad this issue).

April 16-17
Motorcycle Show & Expo
Gibraltar Trade Center, Mt. Clemens, MI.  
Sat & Sun 10 am- 6pm, $5 pp, 12 & under 
free, new/used bikes, parts, accessories, 
leather goods, bike apparel & more.  For 
more info call 586-465-6440 (See full 
page ad this issue).   

April 24
Birch Run Motorcycle Swap Meet
11600 N. Beyer Rd. Birch Run, MI.  10am-
4pm, $6 & free parking, over 400 vendors 
with motorcycles, parts, accessories. Ven-
dor spots only $40.00 for used parts ven-
dors.  For more Info call Bubba 989-893-
5187 or email bubba@bubbastricitycycle.
com

April 24-26
Spring Open House & 1 year Anniversary
Ray C’s HD, Lapeer, MI.  Test rides, new 
product demos, free food.  For more info 
go to raycsh-d.com (See ad this issue).

may

May 1
32nd Annual Peotone (IL) Motorcycle 
Swap Meet.  
Will Co. Fairgrounds, Peotone, IL.  10 
am- 4pm, $7 pp, early bird 7 am- 10 am 
$10 pp, Bikes, parts, leather, food & beer.  
For more info go to paragonspromotion.
com (See ad this issue).

May 1
17th Annual Blessing of the Bikers
Church of the Living Word, Ovid, MI.  
Ride in Bike Show regis by noon, hog 
roast all you can eat $5, 50/50, prizes, 

charity ride.  For more info go to cotlw.
org (See ad this issue).

May 7
4th Annual Allegan Blessing of the Bikes & 
Classic Cars
Blessed Sacrament Church, 110 N. Cedar 
St, Allegan, MI.  8am- 2pm, $5 pp, food, 
vendors on site, Featuring Marge’s Custom 
Sewing & Big Moe’s BBQ, Proceeds go to 
Operation Injured Soldier, Safe Harbor Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center.  Music, games, 
silent Auction with Blessing at 12:00

May 7
“Moses” Bib Bash & JoAn’s 80th & Stu’s 
83rd Birthdays
Museum of “Moses”, McBain (Vogel 
Center), MI.  10 am- 2 pm, hot dogs, cot-
ton candy, vendors, short ride (weather 
permitting to follow), wear your bib over-
alls, 50/50, prizes & more.  For more info 
call 231-825-2219

Looking Farther Ahead

*Mark Your Calendars for June 9-11 for 
the 28th Annual Sandy Corley Memorial 
Run, The Double JJ Resort, Rothbury, 
MI.  For more info or vendor info go to 
sandysharley-davidson.com

Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Bike Nights listed ONLY on ads in each issue.

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting 

your event in Thunder Roads Magazine 
of Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our Magazine 
will have their event Posted on the Pull-
Out Calendar (specific issues) and your 
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder 
Roads Events Calendar of the Magazine. 
Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan – 

Your Michigan Biker Connection
(Call about our Special Discounts for 

Ads for Charity Based Events)
To get your event listed in Thunder Roads 
Magazine and on our web site, send the 

information to:  
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Event information must be received prior to the 
10th of the month preceding the event month to be 

posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to attend 
any event as the information/dates may change. 

Thunder Roads is Not responsible for errors or omissions.
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Huge Inventory of
Pre-owned Bikes

ALL MAKES
& MODELS

Huge Inventory of
Pre-owned Bikes

ALL MAKES
& MODELS

Ride by or Shop Online!Ride by or Shop Online!

PRE-OWNED SUPERSTORE

www.DickScottPowersports.com
*See dealer for details.

All Makes
& Models

 
(877) 355-2303  

99$
PER
MONTH

Starting at only
36534 Plymouth Rd, Livonia, MI 48150

Dick Scott’sDick Scott’s

Max took his first motorcycle ride in the spring of 
2010 when he was just 9 months old. 

He instantly fell in love and any opportunity he 
could get he wanted to ride on the tank with his 
daddy. It used to be a joke that we couldn’t leave 
on the bikes without first taking Max around the 
neighborhood otherwise he’d throw a fit and cry at 
the door. 

He went on his first charity ride for Toys for Tots when he was 2 yrs. old. He ended up falling asleep, resting 
his little helmet in the speedometer of his daddy’s Soft Tail Deuce. One foot on the horn, one foot on the air 
cleaner. We would always laugh because when we came to a stop sign, Max would let his feet hang. When 
his dad would take off, he pull his feet right back up just like dad. 

As the years went on Max was 
just always part of different rides 
and charity events. If his dad 
was riding, Max was usually with 
him.  Once he was 4 years old he 
was too big to be on the tank so 
we bought an Ultra Classic. This 
provided him to be secured by the 
backrest in front on him and the 
arms/speakers on the side of him. 
Once we got the Ultra, Max went 
everywhere with his dad. As his 
mother enjoyed riding alongside 
both of them. Max will often yell 
something out as if I can hear him 

and he’ll constantly throw an “I love you” sign.

In 2014, he asked Santa for his own motorcycle (much to our surprise). With the help of some friends Santa 
was able to grant that request. The chopper sat in our living room for 3 months since he wasn’t able to ride 
it with all the snow. He would just pretend.  The first time he went out on the bike at a local park we were 
surprised to see what a pro he was. It’s in his blood & off he went.  

Around his 6th birthday (June 2015) he began telling us his birthday 
wish was to ride his motorcycle with his 
dad. Max’s birthday fell on a Tuesday 
and just so happened to be bike night 
at Castaways. Max didn’t know we had 
secretly brought his bike to Castaways 
and when he made the wish; his dad took 
him to the parking lot and let him ride right 
alongside of him into bike night. The rest 
is very public history.....

He still rides his own bike on private 
property and area parks, but you will 
most likely see Max on the back of his 

dad’s bike all summer long. When he is 16 years old his dad 
plans to pass along that Deuce to Max to continue riding right alongside his dad.

READERS RIDES

photos Billy D     

Max
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CMU Program Helps Veterans
Gaining a degree can be a difficult proposition for a soldier, whether he or she is 
currently in the service or have their military days behind them.

Central Michigan University’s Veterans’ Resource Center gained a gold-level 
ranking for being “veteran friendly” from the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency 
last year.  Director Duane Kleinhardt said since most staff members are veterans 
themselves, they can relate to incoming students with similar situations.

CMU has long been supporting students who devoted their time, bodies, minds 
and more for the defense of their country.  Empathy towards those who had similar 
experiences can be a big part of that, Kleinhardt said.  “We want it to be a safe 
place where [veterans] can talk to someone who has walked in their boots and are 
going through the same trials and tribulations,” Kleinhardt said.

He regularly meets with students, saying the 6 to 8 students he spoke to on a Fri-
day was a slow day.  Kleinhardt, who served in both the Navy and the Army, said 
he wants to use technological resources such as video conferences to make stu-
dents taking CMU courses on military bases feel more connected to the university.

The VRC also assists active military - including National Guard and Reserve – and 
spouses and dependents of veterans and active military members.

Dan Maloney, manager of U.S. West Operations at Central Michigan University’s 
Global Campus, oversees CMU’s representatives on different U.S. military bases 
throughout the United States, including Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton in 
California and Pope Field in North Carolina, with vetted, qualified instructors to 
teach the classes.  He said U.S. West makes efforts to help soldiers find a pro-
gram of study that works for them.

Habitat For Humanity Looking For Veterans Who 
Need Home Repair
Marion Graff leads an interesting life. He’s 93 years old and has lived in the same 
Grand Rapids home since 1953. Graff is also a World War II veteran who served 
as a Navy sailor.

“We were on the frontline 211 days,” Graff recalled.

These days, he said he still keeps busy. However, there’s only so much he can do 
around the house on his own when it comes to maintenance. He said some of the 
home’s features have been falling apart.

“I had an older door. It was in there for probably 30, 40 years,” he pointed out.  “It 
wasn’t closing real good.”

So a friend told him about Habitat for Humanity of Kent County’s “Veterans Repair 
Program”. The program helps veterans weatherize and/or beautify their homes. 
It’s been around three years.

Program director Michael Hyacinthe said, “World War II veterans, Vietnam-era 
veterans, veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan, those who actually own their 
homes, but their homes are aging. However, many of these individuals are dis-
abled. So their income is very limited.”   

Habitat has a partnership with Home Depot, providing repair services for quali-
fied service members at a greatly reduced cost. He said Graff’s total bill was 

VETERANS 
     CORNER

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

$15,000. So the veteran paid just $4,500. Home Depot covered the rest. Among 
the repairs, Graff got a new, efficient toilet, several old windows replaced, as well 
as new doors.  “It’s done, and it’s gonna be warmer. I know it’s gonna be warmer,” 
Graff said.

He said he’s already been asked about the program. After looking at his heat bill, 
the World War II veteran has nothing but good things to say.  “It’s already made a 
difference in the billing,” Graff said.

If you’re interested in finding out more about the program. You can call Habitat 
for Humanity of Kent County at 616-588-5259 or go to http://www.habitatkent.org/
what-we-do/repair-beautification

Verlander Surprises Veterans With Holiday Gifts
Justin Verlander’s Wins for Warriors Foundation provided an early holiday gift — a 
surprise trip to Disney World — to the families of three veterans.

The Tigers pitcher unveiled the gift in a video message to veterans Justin Weis, 
Adam Gottis, Michael Roberts and their families following the 1000 Christmas 
Salutes event at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial.

Roseville Meijer also joined the effort, providing gifts for the children of the fami-
lies.  “We know that veterans need time to re-charge and re-connect with their 
families — and we wanted to make sure they could do that without any of life’s 
day-to-day distractions,” said Sandy Hudson, the foundation’s executive director. 
“We truly hope they enjoy their time at Disney World and come back refreshed 
and ready for the year ahead.”

Launched in 2013 by Verlander, the foundation advocates for post-9/11 veterans 
and their families. The organization has supported veterans returning from Af-
ghanistan and Iraq with mental health disorders, including Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, traumatic brain injury and depression.  In its two years, the foundation 
has granted more than $650,000 to projects supporting the mental health and 
well-being of veterans.

David McCallister “Possum”
Retired AF MSgt computer tech. 
Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan, 
Boerfink MTK Germany, 
RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK

I was taught that a man’s word was his 
word, and trust had to be earned.

Rider gets it.
 

Ride with Rider. Get your quote today.
Visit rider.com or call (844) 276-0162.

Available in Delaware, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.
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We’re in the home stretch, folks… just about two weeks left until 
the clocks “spring forward” and we really notice the days getting 
longer again.  It’s still a little early to be talking about getting our 
motorcycles ready for the season, so I thought I’d go over five key 
points in Michigan’s driver’s license Point System. 

#1 If you get assigned points for a traffic violation, those points stay 
on your record for two years… period. There is a law in place that 
prevents the Secretary of State from removing points early or “set-
ting aside” points after a conviction. Many attorneys argue that this 
is why it’s so important to fight every ticket you get, as opposed to 
waiting until you’re close to twelve points; if you lose your case, you 
could get pushed over the 12-point line, which could result in your 
license being restricted, suspended, or revoked.

#2 There is a “process of escalation” when it comes to Points. The 
Secretary of State will contact you by mail to advise you that you 
have more points than the average driver once you get four points 
over a two-year period. When you get to eight points, the Secretary 
of State will contact you again to warn you that your license could 
be suspended if you continue to break the law. Finally, if you get to 
the twelve-point mark, you will be ordered to meet with someone 
from the Secretary of State to review your driving record and take 
several driving related tests, which could include a written exam, 
road test, vision test, or others. 

#3 Different types of offenses* are assigned different point values 
upon conviction. The most serious violations, including vehicular 
manslaughter and reckless driving, have a six-point value. Driv-
ing while “visibly” impaired, drag racing, or failing to yield to an 
emergency vehicle can get you four points. If you’re convicted of 
careless driving, or disobeying a signal or stop sign, you could get 
three points. Finally, two-point violations include speeding up to 10 
mph over the limit, or driving with an open container (of alcohol). 

#4 Accumulating Points doesn’t just affect your driver’s license, it 
could also affect your insurance rates. Insurance companies may 
use your points against you and raise your rates or cancel your 
policy. 

#5 If you get an alcohol conviction on your snowmobile or off-road 
vehicle, the points associated with your conviction will end up on 
your driver’s license. That means even if you weren’t driving your 
vehicle or motorcycle, you could still have your license restricted, 

suspended, or revoked if you accumulate enough points during 
your recreational activities. 

Obviously, every case is different and with all the nuances within 
the law, I can’t cover every aspect of the points system in a single 
article. You can contact your Secretary of State office or visit their 
website for more information. As always, I invite readers to share 
their stories or ask their questions in any of the following ways: 
Send an email to writer@lawyerforlife.com; Join the conversation 
on Facebook (facebook.com/TheMotorcycleLawyer); Tweet at us 
(Twitter.com/CycleLawyer1) or visit our website at www.TheMotor-
cycleLawyer.com. 

COMING SOON: May is Motorcycle Awareness Month, and my 
team and I are looking for stories and photos from your “best ride 
ever”. Recommend your favorite routes, best hole-in-the-wall spots 
to stop, and share photos with us. We want to know what makes 
YOUR favorite ride the BEST ride. Contact us any of the ways list-
ed above to share your story. 

*This list DOES NOT include all types of driving violations. For 
the most up-to-date, comprehensive information about driving vi-
olations and the Points System, please contact the Secretary of 
State’s office.

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michigan attorney specializing 
in the areas of motorcycle and motor 
vehicle injury litigation as well as Michi-
gan’s Motor Vehicle No - Fault Law. Mr. 
Waechter has collected millions of dol-
lars in settlements, awards and verdicts 
for his motorcycle clients over the past 
20 years. A portion of each case set-
tled goes to educational resources for 
bikers, funds to help bikers while their 
cases are being litigated and our motor-
cycle accident prevention campaign.  

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll free 
at 1-877-BIKER LAW. 

Or visit 
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW
Jason’s Top Five Things Every Driver Should Know about 

Michigan’s Point System
               MOTORCYCLE WRECK?

Call the MOTORCYCLE LAWYER!

 1-877-BIKER-LAW

WE TAKE AUTO & 
TRUCK CASES TOO!
Hurt in a crash?
Call Jason Waechter - The Motorcycle Lawyer

1-877-BIKER-LAW
www.TheMotorcycleLawyer.com

 14 MARCH 2016  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN www.thunderroadsmichigan.com



Michigan's Trike
Conversion

Headquarters!

Mention this
Ad for Special

$avings

A car load of Irish Nuns is sitting at a traffic light in downtown Dublin, when a 
bunch of rowdy drunks pull up alongside of them. “Hey, show us yer tittiess, ya’ 
bloody penguins!” shouts one of the drunks. 
Quite shocked, Mother Superior turns to Sister Mary Immaculata and says, “I 
don’t think they know who we are; show them your cross.”
Sister Mary Immaculata rolls down her window and shouts, “Piss off, ya’ fookin’ 
little wankers before I come over there and rip yer balls off and shove em’ in yer 
fookin’ filthy mouth” . 
Sister Mary Immaculata then rolls up her window, looks back at Mother Superior, 
quite innocently, and asks, “Did that sound cross enough? 

George Phillips , an elderly man from Walled Lake, Michigan, was going up to 
bed, when his wife told him that he’d left the light on in the garden shed, which 
she could see from the bedroom window. George opened the back door to go 
turn off the light, but saw that there were people in the shed stealing things. He 
phoned the police, who asked “Is someone in your house?” He said “No, but 
some people are breaking into my garden shed and stealing from me.” Then 
the police dispatcher said “All patrols are busy, you should lock your doors and 
an officer will be along when one is available”. George said, “Okay.” He hung 
up the phone and waited 3 minutes. Then he phoned the police again. “Hello, 
I just called you a few minutes ago because there were people stealing things 
from my shed. Well, you don’t have to worry about them now because I just 
shot and killed them both; the dogs are eating them right now,” and he hung up.                                                                                                       
Within five minutes, six Police Cars, a SWAT Team, a Helicopter, two Fire 
Trucks, a Paramedic and an Ambulance showed up at the Phillips’ residence 
and caught the burglars red-handed. One of the Policemen said to George, “I 
thought you said that you’d shot them!” George said, “I thought you said there 
was nobody available!”  *True Story. 
Don’t mess with old people. They’ve been around, they know stuff.

Five surgeons from big cities are discussing who makes the best patients to 
operate on. The first surgeon, from New York, says,” I like to see accountants 
on my operating table because when you open them up, everything inside is 
numbered. ”The second, from Chicago, responds, “Yeah, but you should try 
electricians!  Everything inside them is color coded.” The third surgeon, from 
Dallas, says, “No, I really think librarians are the best, everything inside them 
is in alphabetical order.” The fourth surgeon, from Los Angeles chimes in: “You 
know, I like construction workers. Those guys always understand when you have 
a few parts left over. ”But the fifth surgeon, from Washington, DC, shut them all 
up when he observed: “You’re all wrong.  Politicians are the easiest to operate 
on. There’s no guts, no heart, no balls, no brains, and no spine. Plus, the head 
and the ass are interchangeable.”

An old farmer drove to a neighbor’s and knocked at the door. A boy, about 9, 
opened the door.
The farmer asked, “Is your Dad home?”                                                                                                        
The boy replied, “No sir, he isn’t; he went to town.”                                                                                    
The farmer said, “Well, is your Mother here?”                                                                                              
The boy said, “No sir, she went to town with Dad.”                                                                                      
The farmer said, “How about your brother, Howard? Is he here?” 
The boy said, “No sir, He went with Mom and Dad.”  
The rancher stood there for a few minutes, shifting from one foot to the other, 
and mumbling to him-self. The boy said, “Is there anything I can do for you? 
I know where all the tools are, if you want to borrow one, or I can give Dad a 
message.”                                                                                                          
“Well,” said the rancher uncomfortably, “I really wanted to talk to your Dad. It’s 
about your brother Howard getting my daughter, Suzie, pregnant.”                                                                                          
The boy thought for a moment, “You would have to talk to Dad about that. I know 
he charges $500 for the bull and $150. for the hog, but I don’t know how much 
he charges for Howard.”

Friendship among Women
A woman didn’t come home one night. The next morning she told her husband 
that she had slept over at a friend’s house. The man called his wife’s 10 best 
friends. 
None of them knew anything about it.

Friendship among Men
A man didn’t come home one night. The next morning he told his wife that he 
had slept over at a friend’s house. The woman called her husband’s 10 best 
friends.
Eight confirmed that he had slept over, and two said he was still there.

How do you make 5 pounds of fat look good? 
Put a nipple on it.

Learn From Your Parents Mistakes.....
Use Birth Control.

What was the original point & click interface? 
A Smith & Wesson.

Red Meat is NOT bad for you. 
Fuzzy Green Meat IS bad for you. Things That Make You Go Hmmmm?? 

Why does your OB-GYN leave the room when you 
get undressed, only to sit down in front of you 
and see all you got to see in plain view, when they 
return to the room?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there 
a song about him?

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool 
lane? 

A passenger in a taxi heading for Tampa Airport 
when he leaned over to ask the driver a question 
and gently tapped him on the shoulder to get his 
attention.
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly 
hit a bus, drove up over the curb and stopped just 
inches from a large plate-glass window.
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. 
Then, the shaking driver said, “Are you o.k.? I’m so 
sorry, but you scared the living daylights out of me.”
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the 
driver and said, “I didn’t realize that a mere tap on 
the shoulder would startle someone so badly.” 
The driver replied, “No, no, I’m the one who should 
apologize, it’s entirely my fault. Today is my very 
first day driving a cab. I’ve been driving a hearse for 
the past 25 years.”

GearHead returns home a day early from Sturgis as 
his bike broke down and he caught a lift just inside 
of town, and then grabbed a cab. 
It’s after midnight.
While on his way home, he asks the cabby if he 
would be a witness. The man suspects his wife is 
having an affair, and he wants to catch her in the 
act.
For $100 bucks, the cabby agrees. 
Quietly arriving home, the husband and cabby tip 
toe into the bedroom. 
GearHead switches on the lights, yanks the blanket 
back and there is his wife, in bed with another man, 
just as he suspected! 
GearHead puts his gun to the naked man’s head. 
The wife shouts, 
‘Don’t do it! I lied when I told you I inherited 
money from my Aunt Sarah. 
HE paid for the Audi I gave you on our Anniversary. 
HE paid for our new cabin cruiser. 
HE paid for your season tickets. 
HE paid for our house at the lake. 
HE paid for your African tour with your biker 
buddies and your new ATV. 
HE paid for the custom rims for your Ultra-Glide. 
HE paid for our Family WaterWorld membership
And, HE even pays the monthly dues on the kid’s 
Private schooling. 
Shaking his head from side-to-side, GearHead low-
ers his gun. He looks totally confused over at the 
cabby and says, 
‘What the hell would you do? 
The cabby never skips a beat and replies, ‘I’d cover 
his ass with that blanket before he catches a damn 
cold.’

Mildred, the small town gossip and self-appointed 
monitor of church morals, was always one to stick 
her nose into other people’s business. Most mem-
bers of the congregation did not approve of her 
intrusions, but she was feared due to her lethal 
forked tongue, so everyone maintained their si-
lence. 
She took that fatal step too far one day, when she 
accused “Lightning”, a biker, and new member of 
the Church, of being an alcoholic after she saw his 
old Chevy pickup parked in front of the small town’s 
only bar all morning and late into the night. She 
emphatically told Lightning in front of the entire 
congregation that “Everyone seeing that pickup 
there would know what he was doing”. Fact was, 
Lightning had volunteered to help Gus, the bar 
owner, repair a leaky ceiling in the kitchen. But Gus 
was not a member of the congregation so nothing 
was brought to light. 
Lightning, a man of few words but plenty of action, 
stared at her for a solid minute, then just got up 
and left the church. He said nothing. 
Later that early morning; around 1:00 a.m., Light-
ning parked his pickup directly in front of Mildred’s 
house, walked home, and left it there all night long 
and late into the lunch hour. 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a birthday gift
The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.
When she asked me why, I replied,
“Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought you 
last year!”
Hello! Some people are so dense. 

“Putter” and all his golfing buddies are standing on 
the green while he’s got a very important shot to 
win the game that’s not over 15 feet to the hole; 
straight in. 
“Handicap” yells out, “come on, already, Putter, we 
all want to finish up and grab a drink”. 
Putter replies back, although in a hushed tone, 
“don’t bust my balls here huh? My wife’s up
on the Club’s veranda watching us and I want to 
get it right”. Handicap yells back, 
“Nah, forget about it, that’s way too far off, you’ll 
never hit her from here”. 

Happy St. Patty’s Day, Bikers!
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LUCK OF THE IRISH HEARTY STEW   
1-1/2 to 2 lbs. of Boneless Sirloin Steak Meat; cut into bite-size pieces 
2 Tbls. of All Purpose Flour
2 -3 Tbls. butter or margarine
1  Large Yellow Onion; chopped in big chunks
1  Can of Beef Stock and 1 Carton or Box of Beef Stock
1  Can of Stewed Tomatoes; un-drained
1  Envelope of Good Seasons Garlic &  Herb Dressing Mix
1  lb. of red potatoes, jackets left on, cut into 3/4 inch chunks
2  Handfuls of pre-packaged baby carrots 
1  Cup of Frozen Peas 
1  Cup of either Frozen Corn or Frozen Broccoli, or both
2  Tbls. Worcestershire Sauce
1/2  Palm-full of Thyme
2  Tbls. Pearl Barley (in spice aisle any grocery)
1  Heaping Tbls. of Parsley 
1 Bay Leaf
4  Beef Boullion Cubes; dissolved in 1 cup hot water

Melt 1/4 stick of butter or 2 tablespoons of margarine over medium 
heat. Dredge your meat chunks thoroughly through flour and then 
dredge again. Place into melted butter in a Dutch Oven and let brown 
up good on all sides. Remove to side plate. Now, on medium-high heat, 
sprinkle apprx. 3 heaping tablespoons of all-purpose flour into same 
pot. Keep working it around and around for about a minute or so to 
cook off the flour taste. Next, add your dissolved beef boullion cubes 
hot water mixture and again, let it all get mixed in well. Keep that 
wooden spoon moving! Next, add the (1) can of beef stock and keep 
an eye on it as it will thicken up quickly. Turn heat down to medium-
low. Add the box of beef stock now. Add back in the beef chunks, po-
tatoes, tomatoes, dressing mix, onion chunks, Worcestershire, thyme, 
barley, parsley and bay leaf. Cook covered for 45 minutes. The last 15 
minutes, remove bay leaf and if needed, if stock too thick, add 1 cup 
of hot water. This will dilute the beef flavor so only add it if truly neces-
sary. Now add in all your frozen veggies and a large pat of butter or 
1 Tbl. of margarine, whichever. Take cover off and let go until frozen 
carrots are tender throughout. Serve in big soup bowls along with a 
cold apple/walnut & pear salad mixed in creamed mayonnaise and 
chopped Romaine lettuce. Serve hot crusty bread and take some room 
temp. margarine or butter and throw in a palm-full of basil and spread 
on thick slices of hot bread. 
		  Aye! Now this Irish Stew truly is magically delicious! 

ONION PIE.......VIDALIA STYLE
3  Cups of thinly sliced Vidalia Onions
1/2 Stick of Melted Butter
1  Pre-made Pie Shell                           
2  Eggs; beaten                              
3  Tbls. All-Purpose Flour
1/2  Cup Half & Half
1 Small Tub (8 oz.) of Sour Cream
1 Tub (8 oz.) Philly Cream Cheese (room temp.)
10 Slices of Hickory Smoked Bacon cooked crisp
1 Pkg. of pre-sliced mushrooms
1-1/2 cups of Grier cheese (get from Deli counter)
Salt & Pepper to Taste

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. 
Melt butter down in a skillet and add onions and mushrooms and saute’ 
until lightly browned. Place your pie pan on a sheet pan in case any 
drips over. Line bottom of pie crust with sauteed onions and mush-
rooms. In a small bowl beat up the two eggs and the flour together 
until smooth. Gradually add the half & half, cream cheese, sour cream 
and salt & pepper to taste. Mix well and pour all over the onions in the 
pie shell. Crumble bacon all over the top of pie and distribute evenly. 
Bake for 25 minutes and the last five, slide oven rack out and top gen-
erously with Grier cheese and let bake for 5 more minutes. Let cool 5 
mins. before cutting.

OH SO LUCKY! IRISH GREEN CUPCAKES 
with GREEN BUTTERCREAM FROSTING

1  Pkg. of White Cake Mix
Follow package directions, only add GREEN food coloring to the mix 
as dark as you prefer. Bake as directed. If baking directly in cupcake 
tins be sure and spray bottom & sides generously. If baking in cupcake 
papers, only fill 3/4 full.  Cool thoroughly. 

Buy 2 cans of Betty Crocker Buttercream frosting and again add food 
coloring to the desired green that you want. Frost cupcakes generously. 
Take a butter knife and dab at the frosting to make stiff peaks after 
you’re done frosting. Looks very pro.

*Tip: Take frosting and place it in a plastic ketchup bottle like you see 
in Diners, and stick it a 1/2 inch into the side of your cupcake and squirt 
to have a creamy filling surprise when you bite into cupcake.
So Simple Sweetie! 





2016 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

It’s really that simple!
1.	Get your Michigan Ride Card.
2.	Get the list of stops each month from your Thunder Roads 

Michigan Magazine’s website
3.	Ride out to these stops and show them your card.
4.	And then you win cool prizes, including cold hard CASH!

Thunder Roads Michigan will also be registering riders for Ride Cards at 
specific events throughout the year as we distribute magazines.  Key events; 
such as Harley Fest, Bikes on the Bricks or Bike Nights will have special booth 
for Ride Card registrations.  We will list these events each month on the Event 
Stops page in the magazine.  In most cases, we will be offering special in-
centives to those checking in with their previously issued Ride Card at these 
stops.  
Thunder Roads Michigan will also be working with charities and various non-
profit events to include them in the Run schedule as well.  This will be an easy 
means of encouraging participation and attracting riders from outside the local 
communities.  In many cases, we will have specific prize drawings for those 
at these events.
The Ride Cards will allow participants to easily and safely check in at all stops.  
Some Thunder Roads Michigan Sponsors will also be offering discounts to 
readers that present the cards.  Thunder Roads will be listing special dis-
counts and offers in the magazine throughout the year as an added value to 
readers and means of encouraging our partners to offer these extra savings.
PLEASE NOTE: Once you have received your MICHIGAN RIDE CARD, you 
will not be asked to provide personal information or emails at any location for 
check-in.  You simply enter your ride card number!
This is not simply a “Chinese fire drill” or mad-dash across the state.  This is 
a Ride program.  It is meant to be a means for readers to discover new riding 
destinations and enjoy the ride there.  In fact, we have designed the program 
to encourage folks to break out of their local routes and trek to the furthest 
corners of the state. 
 

Just Get Out and RIDE!
We want to keep things exciting for you – the readers and riders on the run.  
We’re bikers and it’s all about the ride.  We want to help create fun experi-
ences for you and share some cool spots in our state.  We have designed this 
run to entertain and challenge our readers – as well as promote our partners.  
If your business would like to be a stop or be a sponsor, please email us at 
MichiganThunderRunRide@gmail.com 

LET’S RIDE! 
As we mentioned, this is a dynamic event – intended to be tweaked and de-
veloped over time.  If you have ideas, suggestions, or concerns – please don’t 
hesitate to let us know.  
You can email us at MichiganThunderRunRide@gmail.com

Starting in the May issue you will find all the details!  
Then all you need to do to get started is
1.	Go to any Registration stop listed on the map with a red star or on The 

Stops pages (actual map will be provided in the May issue).  If you already 
have your card from last year or the year before, you do not need to regis-
ter again.  The Ride Cards do not expire so hold on to it.  The information 
that you provide when you sign-up for your FREE Ride Card only goes to 
me and will NOT be used for any other purpose 
than this contest.  You will not have to 
provide any other personal information 
again after this.  You will be handed 
your FREE Ride Card right then.  It has 
a unique number on it- take note because 
that is YOURS and ONLY YOURS. 

2.	Once you have your Ride Card go to any or all of the stops listed this month 
and show them your card!  Registration stops are also ride stops.  There are 
also event stops each month.  That stop will write your unique Ride Card 
number down.  Let them know if you spend over $10 there because your 
Ride Card number will get counted twice!

3.	Check the following months issue to see if your Ride Card number is listed 
as a winner.  You must check this each month as Thunder Roads staff will 
not contact you and let you know you won.  If your Ride Card number is 
listed as a winner email MichiganThunderRun@gmail.com to claim your 
prize.  In the email provide your name, address, phone number & Ride Card 
number.  Again, the information only goes to us at Thunder Roads.  Please 
note:  You only have 45 days to claim your prize from the 1st the month it 
is listed in the magazine.  

Make sure to pick-up your copy each month of Thunder Roads to 
see that month’s Ride Stops and also to see if your Ride Card is 
listed as a winner!

Few Facts
●● Winners are randomly picked from each Registration/Ride Stop, Ride Stop 
& Event Stop each month.

●● The more places you check-in the greater your chances are of winning a 
prize from that stop or one of our sponsors prizes!

●● If you spend $10 or more at any of the Registration/Ride Stops or Ride Stops 
your Ride Card number gets counted twice!  Please note:  The reason why 
this contest is FREE to you the rider is because our sponsors and stops.  So 
we want to encourage everyone to support them in return.  That is why we 
count your Ride Card number twice if you spend $10 or more.

●● You can check-in 1 time each 
week at each Registration/Ride 
Stop & Ride Stops.Riders are 
able to win multiple prizes - 
based upon the drawing of their 
check-in.

●● Riders are able to win multiple 
prizes - based upon the draw-
ing of their check-in.

●● Some prize drawings are 
specific to only check-ins for 
the particular month - while 
others prizes are drawn from 
check-in’s season long.

●● ALL CHECK-INS remain in 
the system for end of the 
season prizes!

Michigan Thunder Run Ride n’ Win 
Contest will be kicking off 

	   May 1st

Get Ready!  The 3rd Annual 

2016 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

RIDING OUT OF STATE?  IF YOU RIDE TO PENNSYLVANIA, OHIO, INDIANA, 
DELAWARE, MARYLAND OR WASHINGTON DC MAKE SURE TO PICK UP 
A COPY OF THUNDER ROADS IN EACH STATE AND LOOK FOR A REGIS-
TRATION STOP NEAR YOU TO REGISTER FOR THAT STATES RIDE CARD.  
THEN CHECK-IN AT ANY STOP LISTED IN THAT STATES ISSUE.YOU COULD 
WIN PRIZES IN EACH STATE!

SPONSORed by

Ride n’ Win!

TM



Thunder 
Fun

Jody“Mo’s”

Fun Facts about Saint Patrick’s Day

WE SHOULD REALLY WEAR BLUE 
Saint Patrick himself would have to deal with pinching on his feast 
day. His color was “Saint Patrick’s blue,” a light shade. The color 
green only became associated with the big day after it was linked to 
the Irish independence movement in the late 18th century. 

SAINT PATRICK WAS BRITISH 
Although he made his mark by introducing Christianity to Ireland 
in the year 432, Patrick wasn’t Irish himself. He was born to Roman 
parents in Scotland or Wales in the late fourth century. 

THERE’S A REASON FOR THE SHAMROCKS 
How did the shamrock become associated with Saint Patrick? 
According to Irish legend, the saint used the three-leafed plant 
as a metaphor for the Holy Trinity when he was first introducing 
Christianity to Ireland. 

COLD WEATHER HELPED SAINT PATRICK’S LEGEND 
In Irish lore, Saint Patrick gets credit for driving all the snakes out 
of Ireland. Modern scientists suggest that the job might not have 
been too hard – according to the fossil record, Ireland has never 
been home to any snakes. Through the Ice Age, Ireland was too 
cold to host any reptiles, and the surrounding seas have staved off 
serpentine invaders ever since. Modern scholars think the “snakes” 
Saint Patrick drove away were likely metaphorical. 

THERE’S NO CORN IN THAT BEEF 
Corned beef and cabbage, a traditional Saint Patrick’s Day staple, 
doesn’t have anything to do with the grain corn. Instead, it’s a nod 
to the large grains of salt that were historically used to cure meats, 
which were also known as “corns.” 

IT COULD HAVE BEEN SAINT MAEWYN’S DAY 
According to Irish legend, Saint Patrick wasn’t originally called 
Patrick. His birth name was Maewyn Succat, but he changed his 
name to Patricius after becoming a priest. 

THERE ARE NO FEMALE LEPRECHAUNS 
Don’t be fooled by any holiday decorations showing lady 
leprechauns. In traditional Irish folk tales, there are no female 
leprechauns, only nattily attired little guys. 

BUT THE LEPRECHAUN ECONOMY IS THRIVING 
Another little-known fact from Irish lore: Leprechauns earned that 
gold they’re guarding. According to legend, leprechauns spend their 
days making and mending shoes. It’s hard work, so you can’t blame 
them for being territorial about their pots of gold. 

THE LINGO MAKES SENSE 
You can’t attend a Saint Patrick’s Day event without hearing a cry 
of “Erin go Bragh.” What’s the phrase mean? It’s a corruption of the 
Irish Éirinn go Brách, which means roughly “Ireland Forever.”

PROFESSIONAL POWDER COATING 
Motorcycles • Automobiles • ATVs

16261 GROvE ROAD • LANSING MI

CALL 517-886-1020 • FAX 517-886-2151

Michigan Insurance Company’s 
official harley program agent

~ Thomas Radewahn ~

We Offer THE BEST RATES 
for Michigan Harley Owners! 

• 5 years Replacement Cost on your New Bike!  
• Harley discount on Home and Auto

“Real Insurance for Real Bikers”

989-781-3070  /  www.midv.net
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You know
you want

one!
This is the best time to buy a 2016

Indian Motorcycle® or Victory
Motorcycle®. We have all of the

latest models. Stop by our
dealership today to find the
motorcycle of your dreams.

on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/MotorCityMotorcycles

1765 S. Telegraph Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI
1 mile north of Square Lake Rd. on east side of Telegraph Rd.
248.920.2000   •   www.RideMotorCity.com
Indian® and Indian Motorcycle® are registered trademarks of Indian Motorcycle International LLC. Victory® and Victory Motorcycles® are registered trademarks of
Polaris Industries Inc. Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing and obey the speed limit. Never ride under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

The 2016 Victory Motorcycles®
Power,

Technology,
Style.

Why wait?

The 2016 Indian Motorcycles®The 2016 Indian Motorcycles®

Saturday, March 19, 2016
Join us in celebrating the full line of 2016

Indian Motorcycles® and Victory Motorcycles®!

NEW MODEL
EVENT!

Combining new technology with iconic style. ABATE - Legislative Agenda for 2016
There will be no increase on motorcycle plates thanks to ABATE!
Legislation that ABATE SUPPORTS includes:

a.	HB-4853 introduced by Rep. Tedder (43rd Dist.) to raise the tuition for state sponsored (Public Sector) 
riders training from $25 to $50.  The tuition was set in the early ‘80’s and hasn’t changed since.  This is 
causing sponsors to drop the classes and student “no-shows”.  Passed the House and assigned to Senate 
Trans. Comm.  It will be voted on the 2nd week of Jan. 2016.

b.	HB-4854 introduced by Rep. Tedder provides a “waiver” for the State’s written test for students who pass an 
approved Motorcycle Safety Class.  Passed and assigned with HB-4853.

c.	 SB-404 was introduced by Sen. Joe Hune (22nd Dist.) to make an “exemption” to liability claims for 
APPROVED sponsors of motorcycle rider training classes such as Community Colleges and Dealer 
sponsored classes.  Will be worked on in late January 2016.

d.	HB-4651 was introduced by Rep. Plawecki (11th Dist.).  It will increase the fine for unlicensed riders to 
match those for car drivers (“up to” a $500 fine).  House Criminal Justice Comm.

e.	 HB-4905 introduced by Rep. Jacobson (46th Dist.) would earmark 25% of unendorsed riders fines to the 
motorcycle riders fund. It is tied to HB-4651.  House Criminal Justice Comm.

f.	 SB-496 introduced by Sen. Jones could impose POSSIBLE jail time for unendorsed riders to match penalties 
for car drivers. 

Legislation that ABATE DOES NOT support includes the following:

a.	SB-527 - HELMET BILL introduced by Sen. Warren and Hood REVERSES our present helmet law in favor 
of a mandatory usage law.

 WHAT WE ARE WATCHING:

●● Roll-call tapes:  Proposals from the Governor’s Traffic Safety Advisory Commission (GTSAC) to “encourage” 
cycle endorsements with a “roll call” tape for police agencies.  This tape would “profile” motorcyclists with a 
“checklist” of reasons to pull them over to check for cycle endorsements RATHER 
THAN enforce existing endorsement requirements.

●● The wrong message:  “Look Twice to Save a Life” program which is nationally 
recognized versus “Ride Safe to Ride Again” which has been supported by the 
GTSAC “leadership” is vague and targets riders instead of car drivers.

●● Wasting your tax dollars: $342,000 (9,000 @ $38 each) plus shipping and 
handling at about $10 each (estimated) EACH YEAR FOR THREE YEARS has 
been allocated by the GTSAC to GIVE AWAY “Hi-Viz” vests to riders who pass 
a state sponsored rider’s training class (which costs $25).  The objective is for 
these bureaucrats to “change the culture” (their words) of motorcycling so you 
want to wear this stuff.

~ Rusty

Rusty Bongard
Communications Director, 
ABATE of Michigan
Asst. State Rep. MRF
Co-Director B.O.L.T. of Michigan
V.P. SWMC

ABATE OF MICHIGAN
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Thunder Paws
Aiden
Is a pug/corgi mix boy that is a bit on the 
shy side. He will take some patience and 
time but the reward will be an amazing 
companion and friend. 

Gert
Is an 8 year old girl that has only been with 
one family until she came to STAR. This 
senior girl is looking for someone that will 
be there for her. She is a low key cuddle 
buddy waiting for you.

Lenni
My name is Lenni and I am an approxi-
mately 1 year old pit/terrier mix. My hob-
bies include snuggling, playing outside and 
chewing on my toys. I was found aban-
doned out in the cold and given another 
chance at finding a family who really loves 
me. I am also crate and house trained. I am 
good with dogs, cats and children and love 
to give kisses to anyone that will take them.

Remy
Is a young girl that would be a great addi-
tion to any family or if you are looking for an 
active companion this is your girl.

Tesla
Is a year old lab/hound mix that is as sweet 
as she looks. She will make a wonderful 
family companion.

All Saving Tails Animal Rescue dogs are fully 
vetted. Microchipped and spay or neutered (if of age.) We are 

foster based, so all our animals are living with families so they can be ready to 
be part of your family. For more information on these animals or others available 
please go to www.savingtailsanimalrescue.org / 248-692-4619

Boris
Boris is a sweet gentle soul that is looking 
for a hospice home. He has medical issues 
that have shortened his life to 2 years max. 
Do you have room in your heart to give this 
guy a loving, safe and comfortable home?

Lana
Lana is a young lab mix girl that is ready to 
lavish you with kisses and cuddles. She will 
be a great companion to any active family. 

Lizzy
Is a 5 year old Puggle that was an owner 
surrender. She is getting used to life with-
out her family, but is settling into her foster 
home. What she needs is a forever home. 

Sally Mae
Is an independent gal that is great with 
kids, but is a bit pickier about her doggie 
friends. She doesn’t need a lot of attention 
but is happy to hang out with you and relax. 

Wendell
I love all other dogs, cats and all humans 
I have ever met!  I like to play and can en-
tertain myself by playing with a toy or ball.  
When it is time to settle down, I have no 
problem with that either!  I love to snuggle 
up to my people and take a nap.  I am crate 
trained and very quiet in my crate.  I am 
almost house broken too and even know 
how to sit.  I am very food motivated and I 
want to please my people!  

Aiden

Gert

Boris

Lana

Lenni Lizzy

Remy Sally Mae

Tesla Wendell

Saving Tails Animal Rescue (STAR) is proud to announce that they are a Pets for Patriots partner. 
We will be featuring a Pet for Patriots - Pet of the Month on our website: savingtailsanimalrescue.org 

If you are a veteran you will receive 50% off the adoption fee. 
To find out more about this wonderful program, you can go to petsforpatriots.org

 STAR thanks all the men and woman who are serving or have served our country.

®

Wow! It’s March already!!  I’m getting the itch to ride big time – won’t be 
long now!! 
As I thought about what to write this month, The Lord took my mind to the 
upcoming election cycle here in America and how big a deal it really is for us, 
as Americans.  Ya see, God created America with a purpose - to be a blessing 
to the World.  Not just financially, but more importantly spiritually – we were 
and have been the nation that sends missionaries all over the world to tell 
people about God’s great Love for all mankind – Jesus Christ.
America was consecrated to God right at the very beginning.  But, oh how we 
have deviated from God’s design and plan for us, as a nation and a people.  
We’ve traded the holy for the unholy, we’ve traded righteousness for the un-
righteous “do whatever feels good” and now, for the last 15 years we’ve been 
reaping what we have sown.
The Bible says in Proverbs 29:2 “When the righteous flourish, the people 
rejoice, but when the wicked rule, people groan.”
How we have been groaning under the fake leadership of the current admin-
istration, who has sold so many a bill of lies, who has sold us to the highest 
bidder, who has destroyed common decency, and commonsense, who has 
started racial conflicts and has utterly destroyed our Constitution and Bill of 
Rights.
The real issue is that we have gotten what we deserve!  America turned her 
back on God back in 1962 when the Supreme Court kicked God out of our 
schools.  Now today the schools are war zones and are in utter shambles as 
well as our country.  But, there is hope and a direction for us – We need God 
in America again!
Ya see, the only way out of this mess, that we have created, is for us as Amer-
icans is to do what The Bible says in 2 Chronicles 7:14 “and My people 
who are called by My name humble themselves, pray and seek My face, 
and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their 
sin, and heal their land.”
So, the first thing we need to do is repent (which is to change direction - back 
to God and away from selfish sinful desires), then We The People MUST GO 
VOTE and vote rightly.
Here are the important dates to remember:
Michigan Presidential Preference Primary Election is March 8, 2016
Michigan State Primary Election is August 2, 2016
Michigan General Election is November 8, 2016
So on March 8th GO VOTE, on August 2nd GO VOTE and on November 
8th GO VOTE and if you don’t know who to vote 
for – send me an email and I’ll be happy to help you 
work through the issues to identify who to vote for.
Let me leave you with this… Vote Biblically Correct 
NOT politically correct.
Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & Founder
Victory Biker Church International
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org

Biker 
Preacher’s 
Corner

in the beautiful Irish Hills

Over 2000 Pairs 
Of Boots In Stock

MOtOrcycle APPArel
Biker Jackets • leather Vests

chaps • Saddle Bags

Harley-Davidson® is a registered trademark of 
the Harley-Davidson® Motor Company

BIker 
JAcketS 

from 
$99.00

chAPS 
from 

$79.00

J & J Western Store
14241 US 12, Brooklyn MI  49230

(517) 592-2813
OPen 9:30AM-5PM

closed Sunday

www.dbcycles.com

2151 Groesbeck • Warren MI 48089 • 586-447-1234 • Fax 586-447-1235

FULL MACHINE 
SHOP SERVICE

COMPLETE 
ENGINE WORK

STROKER KITS

TRANS WORK

CUSTOM BIKES 
BUILT

CUSTOM 
PAINTING

DYNO 
TUNING

TIRE PRICES 
THAT CAN’T 

BE BEAT!
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AMRA 
Feature

Greetings All 
& Welcome 
to our monthly 
article in 
Thunder 
Roads 
Michigan.
by Tom Shields

Well we have made it to March!! Riding weather 
is going to be quickly upon us.  I have to say the 
time seems to have passed quickly this winter. 
Guess that comes from staying pretty busy.

As you set out on those first few runs of the new 
season, remember safety first!! Old man winter 

takes a toll on our roads so even regular traveled routes from past 
rides can have a few new “bumps” in them. Besides the appearance 
of new and challenging pot holes, you also have to be extremely 
aware of the roads surface condition. Sand used throughout the 
winter to assist in traction for our four wheeled vehicles can be-
come a traction issue for our bikes if you are not expecting it. This 
is especially true at intersections along back roads or less traveled 
paths. Always take these areas with caution, surveying your path 
ahead, especially any areas you will be stopping or turning on. 

Of course a couple good spring rains can help in cleaning those 
types of issues up. But the rains can also present a challenge, in 
fact in the early spring riding time, watching the weather is extreme-
ly important. It can change quickly from a rather pleasant sunny 
day to rain or worse yet snow, with little warning. Always check 
out the weather report before heading out and with today’s smart 
phones and such, check it regularly as you travel. We have been 
caught in a couple good rain storms and cold weather in the past, 
not a pleasant experience. But if you are prepared you can “weath-
er” through it just fine and still have great ride memories.

With the weather getting better and warmer days ahead, more and 
more activities will be available to enjoy, here are some items this 
month on the west side to check out:

The Michigan Irish Music Festival is presenting its annual St. Pat-
rick’s Party Celebration March 11 and 12 at the Fricano Event Cen-
ter in downtown Muskegon!   The party will feature live music both 
nights, Irish fare and drink. In addition, Irish dancers will perform 
and a silent auction will be held each night. Doors open at 5:30pm 
with music starting at 6:00pm. For more information, visit michigan-
irish.org or their Facebook page.

The Lakeshore Museum Center invites you to view the exhibit, “A 
Bridge Between: Whitehall and Montague.” Artifacts and photo-
graphs tell the story of the early days of Montague and Whitehall 
when the cities got their start during the lumbering industry.  Hours 
are weekdays from 9:30am to 4:30pm and Saturdays from Noon to 
4:00pm. Admission is free.  For more information, visit lakeshore-
museum.org  

Well that’s it for now!! Safe riding, get out and enjoy!

1640 S. Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI 49091

269-651-2464

hours
M-F 9:30 am to 5:30 pm
Sat 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun 12 noon to 4:30 pm

www.ridewild.com

p r e s e n t s

leather

Largest 
Leather Shop 
in Southwest 

Michigan

Now StockiNg Heated gear

• Jackets
• gloves

• accessories

Huge iNveNtory 
Men’s & Ladies’ 

Leather and 
accessories

Saddlebags
travel Bags
Helmets / Boots
gel Seats

concealment 
Shirts

It’s not what you ride... 
 it’s what you wear!

Touring Bikes

(269) 781-2247 • 1020 E. Michigan Ave. • Marshall, MI 49068
greg@gregalleninsurance.com • www.gregalleninsurance.com

Thunder Roads 

magazine is available 

in our office.

FULL COVERAGE 

STARTING AT $425.00
 

ON MOST HARLEY’S. 
 

500 COMP–500 COLLISION
8 MONTHS RIDING –4 MONTHS 

(COMP ONLY STORAGE) 

NO TICKETS/CLAIMS LAST 3 YEARS
RATES MAY VARY BY TERRITORY

Biker/Agent
STORAGE 

INSURANCE 
STARTING AT  

$8.40
 PER MONTH.
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Dealers & Service 

ABC Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd

Waterford, MI 48328
248-674-3175

www.abcharleydavidson.com

Biker Bob’s Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd

Taylor, MI 48180
734-947-4647

www.bikerbobshd.com

Boondox Motorsports
9952 Cherry Valley Ave SE

Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-9900

www.boondoxmi.com

Brighton Harley-Davidson
5942 Whitmore Lake Rd

Brighton, MI 48116
810-225-2915

www.brightonhd.com

C & S Harley-Davidson
4741 East Pickard St (E-M20)

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-772-5513

www.candssportscenter.com

Cars 2 Go of Wayland
1134 W. Superior

Wayland, MI 49348
855-815-5494

www.cars2gowayland.com

Central Motorsports 
905 Corporate Way  

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
www.centralmotorsports.com

989-773-6025

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Motorcity Harley-Davidson
34900 Grand River Ave

Farmington Hills, MI 48335
248-476-0512

www.motorcityharley.com

Smokin Joe’s Motorsports
8325 Broadmoor Ave SE

Caledonia, MI 49316
616-891-7200

www.smokinjoesmotorsports.com

Trojan Powersports
1090 S. Telegraph Rd

Monroe, MI 48161
734-457-MOTO (6686)

www.trojanpowersports.com

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins PKWY (Miller Rd/ I-75)

Flint, MI
810-234-6646

www.vehiclecityharley.com

Wolverine Harley-Davidson
44660 N. Gratiot Ave.

Clinton Township, MI 48036
586-463-7700

www.wolverinehd.com

MC Parts & Service

Caro Motorsports
1660 E. Caro Rd
Caro, MI 48723
855-672-8500

www.caromotorsports.com

D & B Cycle 
21251 Groesbeck Hwy

Warren, MI.  48089  
586-447-1234

Dyno Tune

Dirty White Boyz Cycle Art
Full Restorations

Custom & Factory Paint
Your One Stop Custom Shop

By Appointment Only
269-968-8398

 Rick’s Custom Cycle
31532 Ford Rd.

Garden City, MI 48135
734-692-2077

www.rickscustomcycle.com

Sleeping Bear Motor Sports
9664 US 31 South

Interlochen, MI 49643
231-275-BEAR (2327)

Sleepingbearmotorsports.com

Bars & Restaurants

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday 

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640 

989-835-2851
Bike Night Tuesdays

Beer & Brats Bar & Grill
Smoked Meats, Authentic BBQ

Michigan Made
4562 N. Eastman Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-835-9238

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387

BS & Co Bar & Grill
12946 S. Straits Hwy (Old 27)

Wolverine, MI 49799
231-525-8737

Bike Night Every Saturday

C & K Corner Store LLC
8892 Van Cleve Rd.
Vassar, Mi. 48768

989-871-3120
Biker Friendly, Great Food, Cold Beer 

CoCo Cabana’s
2355 S. M-33

West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1400

Tiki Bar & Restaurant & Outdoor Patio

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Elite Electro Coaters
Powder Coating
16261 Grove Rd

Lansing, MI 
517-886-1020

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street

Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055

www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840  

www.huntshogshop.com 

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE

Like us on Facebook

Larry’s Custom Cycles
132 S. Winter St.
Adrian, MI 49921

517-263-5140
Buy & Sell Used HD Parts

Maxwell Brothers Cycle Shop LLC
2469 US 31 North

Petoskey, MI 49770
231-347-2629

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180

www.nickspropowersports.com

Oakley Bike N Trike 
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd

Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148

www.reflectionscustomcycles.com

If You Are A Biker Friendly Business And Would Like To See Your Business Listed And Receive Thunder    Roads Michigan Magazines Each Month Call 989-615-5757 (BFD listing only $250 per year)

TR  M I  B I K ER   F RIEN    D L Y  D IRECT     O R Y
Duck Inn Waddle Out 

Lounge
3214 Brookfield Ave.

Kalamazoo, MI 49008
269-342-4447

Facebook- Duck Inn Waddle Out

Farmers Home Tavern
215 W. Saginaw

Hemlock, MI 48626
989-642-2546

Bike Night Every Thursday

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd

New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

My Alibi Bar & Grill
2185 S. Meridian Rd.

Midland, MI 
989-835-3573

Tri-Cities Biker Bar
Great Food

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St

St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851

Bike Night Every Wednesday

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

Lodging & Camping

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23

Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Oscoda Area 
Convention Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com

Leather & Repair

AM Leather
Custom Embroidery

American Made Leather Apparel
30739 Eureka Rd

Romulus, MI 
734-946-4663

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning 
25924 Five Mile Rd 
Redford MI 48239  

(313) 535-2270

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.

Sturgis, MI. 49091
269-651-2464

Insurance

Greg Allen Insurance Agency
1020 E. Michigan Ave.

Marshall, MI 49068
269-781-2247

www.gregalleninsurance.com

VanDuren-Irving West Insurance
Cycle Insurance Headquarters

Grand Rapids, MI
616-827-0816

www.viwins.com

Photography

Alchemy Photographic
Aimee List (Artist/Photographer)

313-478-2296
Alchemy Photographic on Facebook

Sam T’ang Productions
28525 Beck Rd. Suite 122

Wixom, MI  48393
248-773-0004 studio

248-773-0002 fax
305-502-1354 cell

email SamTangStudios@yahoo.com

Airbrushing Services  

FB:  Artist Xtraordinair: Airbrush
www.xtraordinair.com

1040 Veto St. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504

616-458-5925
comartkelley@hotmail.com

Gun Shops

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St
Mason, MI 48854

517-699-0597
www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

Miscellaneous

J & J Western Store
Motorcycle Apparel & Boots

14241 US 12
Brooklyn, MI 49230

517-592-2813

Kozy Bail Bonds
All of Michigan
 Biker Friendly

24 Hr Immediate Service
1-800-501-8898

Nationwide Foot & Ankle Care
Dr. Randy H. Bernstein
Dr.Randy Semma, DPM

Biker Friendly & Biker Owned
2 Metro-Detroit Locations:
Royal Oak 248-549-3338

Livonia 734-261-3400
www.nationwidefootandankle.com

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,

Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

Victory Biker Church 
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org

810-247-6332
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Following the Second Great War, things 
in the motorcycle world were changing 
faster than Katy Perry’s hair color. Across 
the pond, the BSA group purchased Tri-
umph in 1951 and quickly became the 
world’s largest motorcycle producer. The 
German NSU was the largest manufac-
turer from 1955 to 1959, only to be beat 
out of first place by Honda in 1960. Nor-
ton had its own developments, with the 
manufacturing of the twin cylinder Domina-
tor with a featherbed frame – lightweight and 
strong this café racer was the ride of choice 
by numerous world champion racers. Back 
home in the states, Indian ceased all op-
erations and production in 1950. Five years 
later, Brockhouse Engineering purchased 
the rights to the Indian Motorcycle name 
and sold imported Royal Enfield models 
branded as Indian models until 1960. 
While others struggled, Harley-Davidson 
kept on keepin’ on and in 1952 released 
the side valve K model. This model fea-
tured an integrated engine and transmis-
sion to compete with sportier motorcycles 
coming out of Great Britain. In 1957 Har-
ley delegated the K model the “Sport-
ster”…it boasted a 55 cubic inch overhead 
valve engine, and within 1 year of its debut 
had become known as the first of the “super-
bikes”. The following year Harley introduced 
the first hydraulic rear brake and new rear 
suspension on Big Twin models, and the all 
new Duo-Glide.

Post war background aside…what were 
our Veterans doing now that the war was 
over and they were back on American 
soil? Well they did what any one would do 
when out of sorts…they found a replace-
ment for the comradery they had found 
during the war. That replacement came 
in the form of motorcycle riders grouped 

loosely into organized clubs…unbeknownst 
to them; these veterans had just changed 
history in the United States. The “biker” 
came into being, a new social institution 
had been forever introduced into American 
society…and we thank you for that.

Last month I mentioned the overwhelming 
amount of surplus bikes that remained af-

ter the war…cheap and plentiful, 
people started snatching them 
up. Now, these groups that were 
gathering together (bikers if you 
will) must have had some time on 
their hands, because they weren’t 
content with just changing social 
history once…Oh no my friends...
these guys wanted far more. Now, 
having ridden European bikes 

during the war, they realized that Harley-
Davison made some dependable ma-
chines, but they just couldn’t compete 
speed wise with what they had ridden 
during the war. So, naturally, they took 
these surplus bikes home and decided to 
modify them. These bikes were stripped 

down…ammunition racks, wind-
shields, and scabbards discard-
ed. Fenders were shortened or in 
some cases removed. Some left 
the paint alone, some chose to al-
ter the standard olive green. What 
resulted in the end was the start of 
a new era, one that would change 
the world of motorcycles for gen-
erations to come. And so history 

was made again…probably in some 
dude’s garage…the bobber is born. 
While the bobber will reign for most 
of the decade, there is yet another 
change on the horizon…the bobber’s 
flashy cousin…the chopper comes to 
visit near the end of the fifties.

History of Motorcycles: 
Part 8

You may be asking, what exactly is a bobber? Is it the same as 
a chopper? Well, the answer is No…While a chopper could in-
deed also be a bobber; they are not one in the same. Webster’s 
time is upon us…A bobber is defined as a stripped, stock mo-
torcycle with a “bobbed” or shortened fender and only essential 
motorcycle parts remaining. It is minimalistic and has had as 
much weight shed as possible to increase speed and perfor-
mance. On the other end of the spectrum lies the chopper…The 
chopper has also had non-essential items removed, but it has a 
major difference…the frame is not stock, it has been “chopped” 
and modified from its original factory
state and the rake of the front fork has also been modified in 
order to move the front tire further from the bike.

Now while the bobber maintained its minimalistic approach and 
focus on function and speed, the chopper presents riders with 
the option of being fast, as well as eye catching. When building 
choppers first became a “thing” most people didn’t really know 
exactly what they were doing. Bikers would gather in garages 
and/or shops, enlisting the help of friends
in order to modify their frames and lighten their bikes. Gas 
tanks, headlights, and blinkers were made smaller. Some bik-
ers removed their batteries and replaced them with magnetos 
to further reduce weight. Standard front tires were replaced with 
narrower tires, and handlebars were modified to be taller to 
compensate for the rake of the front fork (ape hangers). Bikers 
noticed immediately how much different it was to ride a motor-
cycle with these modifications, but did that stop anyone from 
pushing the envelope and creating bigger and better choppers 

in the future? Of course not…I’ve never met a biker who would 
back down from a challenge, and this was no different.

I affectionately referred to the chopper as the “flashy cousin” 
of the bobber….but let’s be honest here. The Chopper is more 
like an attention whore, and being in the limelight seems only 
fitting for such a diva. Choppers are unique, they are individual-
istic, and they deserve their own article. The chopper era took 
the Unites States by storm, and produced some pretty amazing 
names in the biker world. So, although I have been told that I 
shouldn’t encourage egocentrism…I am going to give in, just 
this once and spend next month looking at all that is chopper, 
and the extremes the chopper culture went to in the 1960’s.

Melanie Schwarte 
~ Thunder Roads Magazine of Iowa
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SERVICE & TRUST FOR 28 YEARS

COLD RIDING GEAR 
SCHAMPA

FACE MASKS • CHAPS • GLOVES
ALL 20% OFF!

Get your bike done NOw!

Stop on in and check out our NEw 
StyLES OF LEAtHERS ALL At 20% OFF 

Yea, I know it’s still cold out, but Spring is 
just around the corner and we got everything 

you need to get ready for it... 
From oil changes and tune ups 

to Windshields and Tires. 
So get yer ass in here and then go have some fun!

We also have Top Quality Leathers at 
Low Budget Prices.

My name is Rick Wyatt and I am an employee of Total Firearms in 
Mason, Mi.  I became a firearms instructor in the late 1970’s with 
the Michigan Department of Corrections and I am currently certi-
fied to provide training for individuals seeking their Michigan CPL.  
I was recently asked to pen “Bullet Points” and since this is my 
first article out of the box I want to hit on a subject I preach in the 
classroom, and that is practice.  I am an adamant believer that if 
you are going to carry, either open or concealed, you have an ob-
ligation to practice every chance you get. I know why people say 
they don’t practice, usually time and/or expense, but if you carry 
neither is acceptable because of the possible consequences of 
discharging your firearm. 

Right up front let me stress that all practice is good practice and 
dry fire practice is both effective and cost efficient.  Contrary to 
popular belief, dry fire does not harm most modern firearms (rim 
fire excepted), but if you have any reservations about dropping 
the firing pin on an empty chamber use snap caps or dummy 
rounds to protect your firearm.  Safety has to be your first concern 
when you are handling firearms so always make doubly sure your 
gun is completely empty before you start a dry fire drill. And then 
practice in a room other than the one where you keep your guns 
and ammunition and ensuring that your gun is always pointed in 
a safe direction during practice goes a long way to ensure safety.

The purpose of dry fire is to reinforce shooting fundamentals; op-
portunities to work on grip, breathing, aiming, trigger control and 
follow through. If you properly work a dry fire drill just 20 minutes 
twice a week you will see a marked improvement in your shooting 
ability.  Some of you are probably wondering where you are going 
to find twenty minutes anywhere in your schedule, and to that I 
reply that there twenty minutes of commercials in every hour of  
television so  place a target near the TV and dry fire during the 
commercials.  

Indoor Gun ranGe • Indoor archery ranGe

Guns • FIshInG • archery • Gun saFes

Buy • sell • Trade • cash For Guns • cPl classes

www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

ToTal Firearms
1380 N. Cedar st
mason mi 48854
517-699-0597

moNday-Friday 9-7
saTurday 9-6
suNday 9-4

Bullet Points
Practice

Labor Day WeekenD Labor Day WeekenD

Save the Date Save the Date Save the Date Save

 3592 Main St. • Akron MI 48701 • 989.691.5761

hump day 
Wednesdays

EvEry 
Wednesday bike night 

5pM-9pM

happy hour 
11 AM- 9pM

BurgEr & long nEck or a wEll drInk for $5.99
All you cAn EAt wIngS for $9.99

BuckEt BEErS- 6 long nEckS for $13.00 (mix & match)
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4562 N. EastmaN Rd. • midlaNd mi 48642 • 989-835-9238

Michigan Made

Beer • Wine • rum • Vodka • Whiskey
13 different Types of homemade BraTs 
and much more!
CrafT Beer on Tap

Bloody mary sundays
Biker nighT eVery Thursday
$5 BraT & domesTiC Beer Biker nighT only

Large heated
OutdOOr Space
hours
Sun 11:30aM-11PM
Mon cloSed
TueS-Thur 11:30aM-11PM
Fri & SaT 11:30aM-2aM

Beer & Brats Inc.

by Rick Wyatt Keeping a coin balanced on the front sight blade is an excellent 
gauge of how smooth your trigger stroke is.

The secret to a good dry fire drill is staying in control and not rush-
ing to see how many shots you can get off during a given period 
of time.  You are striving for consistency and you always start with 
a good stance, cycle the slide (if you are using an auto loader) to 
set the firing pin,  take in a full breath and slowly let half of it out 
as you bring the firearm to eye level, pick up sight alignment and 
sight picture, place your finger on the trigger and steadily increase 
rearward pressure until the firing pin/hammer is released, then 
hold your sight picture for a slow count of ten before you lower the 
gun.   Your primary focus should always be on your front sight and 
it should not jump when the firing pin falls.  If your sights jump it is 
because you are pulling the trigger making the gun go off rather 
than gently squeezing or stroking it and letting it go off.   To work 
on trigger control balance a coin on the front sight blade before 
you go to your sights and see if you can keep it there when the fir-
ing pin falls.  The ability to keep the coin balanced shot after shot 
indicates you are developing a good smooth trigger stroke and are 
well on your way to becoming an excellent shot.

Dry fire is good, but you still need live fire practice to properly 
gauge your ability and insure that your firearm is in proper working 
condition. Just like dry fire the secret to a good live fire practice 
session is not seeing how quickly you can put x-number rounds 
down range. Rather it is about staying in control and critiquing ev-
ery shot before you take the next one.   Don’t worry about speed; 
shooting fast, before you are ready, just gets frustratingly expen-
sive quicker.  Remember that the first rule of “double tap” is that 
the first shot has to be good before you pull the trigger the second 
time.  You will learn a lot more by taking an hour to shoot one box 
of ammo than you will ever learn shooting up two or three boxes 
of ammo in that same hour.  Always remember that range staff can 
be a valuable resource, especially if you find yourself struggling, 
and most important --- HAVE FUN!
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LIMIT 6 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?
We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600+ Stores Nationwide.

SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any 
of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,  storage cabinets, chests or 
carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, CoverPro, Daytona, Diablo, 
Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, StormCat, Union, 
Vanguard, Viking.   Not valid on prior purchases. Non-transferable. 
Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 7/25/16. 

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 9 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• HarborFreight.com
• 800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPONWOWSUPER 
COUPONWOWSUPER 

COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
7/25/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

600+ Stores
Nationwide

SUPER
 

COUPON

SUPER
 

COUPON
SUPER

 

COUPON

Customer Rating

Customer Rating Customer Rating

LOT 63030/68440
69678 shown

comp at $5.55  
 $199 

MICROFIBER 
CLEANING CLOTHS

PACK OF 4
Customer Rating

SAVE 
$79 SAVE 

$1011

SAVE 
64%

SAVE 
43%

 $11999 
comp at $199

10 FT. x 20 FT. 
PORTABLE CAR CANOPY

LOT 60728/69034 shown
63054/62857/62858

Customer Rating

SAVE 
70%

 1500 WATT DUAL 
TEMPERATURE 

HEAT GUN (572°/1112°) 

 $899 
comp at $29 .97 

LOT 62340/62546 
63104/96289 shown

SAVE 
59%

SAVE 
57%

POWDER-FREE
 NITRILE GLOVES 

PACK OF 100

YOUR CHOICE

• 5 mil 
thickness

comp at 
$14.97

SIZE LOT 
MED 68496/61363
LG 68497/61360

X-LG 68498/61359

Item 
68498 
shown

 $599 SAVE 
59%

 MOVER'S DOLLY 
LOT   63098/61899/60497/62399

63095/63096/63097/93888 shown

 $799 comp at 
$19.97

• 1000 lb. capacity

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

 20 TON SHOP PRESS 

LOT  32879 /60603 shown

• Pair of arbor 
plates included

comp at 
$369 .99 

 $15999 

SAVE 
$210

 3 GALLON, 100 PSI 
OILLESS PANCAKE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  95275 shown 
60637/61615

comp at 
$89 $4999 

SAVE 
$124

LOT   95896  

 LOW PROFILE 
MOTORCYCLE DOLLY 

 $7499 
comp at $198 .99 

• 1250 lb. capacity

12 VOLT, 10/2/50 AMP
 BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

comp at $69 .99 
 $2999 

LOT 66783/60581/62334
60653 shown

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$102

$2999

 $3999 $3999 
comp at 

$132.95

 MOTORCYCLE 
WHEEL CHOCK 

LOT  60392
69026  shown

SAVE 
60%

$1199
comp at $29.99

 TORQUE WRENCH ES

YOUR CHOICE

• Accuracy 
within ±4%

DRIVE LOT 
1/4" 2696/61277
3/8" 807/61276
1/2" 62431/239

Item 239 
shown

 $2199 $2121$ 99 $29999  $42999 42999 
comp at $1310.99

 1000 LB. CAPACITY 
MOTORCYCLE LIFT 

LOT  69904
68892  shown

• Lift range: 
7" - 30"

Customer Rating

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 7/25/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON
SAVE 

$85

$8433comp at $169.99
 $9999 9999 

20"

 RAPID PUMP® 3 TON 
LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL 
FLOOR JACK 
LOT  61282 shown 
68049/62326/62670/ 61253

• Weighs 
73 lbs.

LOT     68784 shown
69387/62270/62744

comp at $1029 .99 
 $36999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

• Weighs 
245 lbs.

SAVE 
$660

VALUE
 $497 

1" x 25 FT. 
TAPE MEASURE

LOT 69031/69030 shown
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