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The opinions expressed in any articles are those of the author, and not
necessarily that of Thunder Roads of Michigan, its owner or its employees.
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THORS ARE THEIR OWN, AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE POLICY OF THUNDER ROADS
MAGAZINE OR THUNDER PUBLISHING. PUBLISHER DOES NOT PROMOTE THE ABUSE OF ALCOHOL
OR OTHER DRUGS.
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GREATFOOD 5 NIGHTS A WEEK

CRAZY
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WHEN YOU RIDE IN
ON YOUR BIKE. ..

Monday 11am - 2am ¢ Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 2am

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom MI 48393
(248)449-9667 » www.stingersbarwixom.com

IN STOCK Helmets by
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Men’s & Ladies’ ~ Bell
Leatherand '+ &Badass
Accessories 0y
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3 ' Shirts
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« ' Travel Bags

- Helmets /Boots |
~_ Gel Seats L
|
(F’s not what you ride...

www.ridewild.com iP's what you wear!
HOURS
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LETTER FROM
THE OWNER

Welcome Back

It's good to be back in the saddle again. | haven’t been able to
ride yet because as | am writing this there is still snow on the
ground, salt on the roads, and it's only 36 degrees out. However,
| am happy to be back in the saddle of publishing Thunder Roads
again. Six months went by like the blink of an eye, but a lot has
happened these past six months and | find myself in a state of
gratitude for all of it.

On the cover is a picture of my dear friend Heather. What a sweet-
heart and natural beauty, both inside and out.

In this issue, you will find our favorite monthly features such as
Veterans Corner, In the Shop and Jokers Wild, but there’s a cou-
ple new ones you will want to check out. Take a look at the cal-
endar of events so you can make plans to be at those awesome
events. | just want to say thank you again to all that participated
on Thunder Fun Night. To all our stops and sponsors, it was an-
other year for the books.

As the events keep rolling in, | hope that you all have a great time,
be safe, and please remember to patronize our advertisers. It is
because of them that Thunder Roads is FREE.

We are looking for Ride Stops for this years annual Ride n’ Win
contest—so please tell your favorite stops to reach out to us so
we can make them a Ride Stop. My contact info is just to the left
of this article; contact me for more information.

| am also looking for a part-time sales representative, too. The
position will only be seasonal since we are publishing just through
the riding season, but it's a fun way to make a little extra spending
money and have some fun while doing it! Contact me and | will fill
you in on the details.

Be sure to like Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan on Face-
book to keep up-to-date with the latest happenings. Also, make
sure to check out our website at ThunderRoadsMichigan.com
for special announcements, featured articles and for upcoming
events.

Remember you can purchase Thunderwear online at the website;
just click on Thunder Store. Thunderwear always makes a great
gift!

Thank you to all of our loyal advertisers—we appreciate you!
Thank you, readers, for your support and making Thunder Roads

Magazine #1!
Now for some “Mo” Advice: ﬂ

Follow your soul, open your eyes to truth, listen for answers,
feel what’s right and receive all that is
yours with a heart of gratitude.

HJody Watiscitoct;
“Yody Wo”

THUNDER ROAD
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Sprinklers
SALES - INSTALLATION - SERVICE '
FREE ESTIMATES

089.755.4136

PLSMICHIGAN.COM

—— SPRING START UPS AND
— WINTERIZATIONS STARTING AT $45ﬂﬂ

Present this Coupon for

$250.00 Off
-
n e w l n St a I l Most would know me to have an aptitude for mentoring, educating, inspir-

(ot v with anip oihar pomotiens oF dsetmsts === Limf ong per custame A ing, encouraging, and empowering individuals to be the most extraordinary
. \ people they can be.
Present this Coupon for | am the founder of The Positive Shift, a consulting firm that does educating
and motivational speaking. | am honored to be the new Director of Business
0 o/“'i'.l Off Development for Family Funeral Care. The position fits perfectly with my
any service on sprinkler system f ﬁgtr;lliﬁ:gsm for interacting with community members and educating them on

. T I T it menen Many community members | meet with have been through similar struggles.

Still, they understand we are all connected somehow and we can come out of
anything stronger than ever. It's all in how we handle each situation.

It's important to know and understand where you are in life. Planning as
much as possible is vital. If you're getting married, having a baby, changing
jobs, losing a loved one or celebrating a new chapter in life, you are con-
stantly going through stages of planning the next steps of your future.

]

Even funeral planning — an obviously sad life event — can be turned into a
plus in people’s lives. As an educator, | am able to talk about things that no
one wants to discuss and connected them with an advisor who can help them
plan their lasting legacy, 100% their way. When we think about funeral plan-
ning, it's not as bad as we think if we are proactive and have an open mind.

-

My biggest return on investment with Family Funeral Care is to feel and see
peoples’ comfort of understating the process and knowledge they gained. It
lets me know | have done my part, especially when they come over and give
me a big hug for no other reason than to say thank you.

s
i
5

For more information on Family Funeral Care, email Stacie at Stacie.zotkov-
ich@dignitymemorial.com or call 248-682-0200.

Until then...Don’t Coast in Neutral, Positive Shift Ahead!

~ Stacie René
Founder of The Positive Shift LLC
www.positiveshiftahead.com
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FUNERAL CARE¢

2904 ORCHARD LAKE RD - KEEGO HARBOR, Mi

248.682.0200
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G b | bought my first motorcycle in 1965.

3 | Iltwas a 305 Honda Scrambler. | had

I L T /
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e
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Sturgis Trip

~ a handful of bikes in between, but

on 12/23/01, | purchased my 2002
arley-Davidson Softail Deuce that |
ave now. It was cold out and there
as some snow on the ground, but
ot on the roads. Fuzzy at Gildner’s
rley-Davidson spent a lot time
ing over the bike. Within six

nths, | was making changes and
wly over the past 18 years it has
ome the bike that it is. It's been
led a lot of things: “Purple People
r’ to “Chopper’s bike.” | have
ople that | now call
my friends. The biker community is
a world of friends from all different
walks of life. My passion is riding,
whether it's a short ride or a long
ride. | met Jody in my office many
years ago. Believe it or not, she
sold DRUGS—she worked for a
pharmaceutical company. She is so
biker-friendly. Love that woman and
best of all, she is my friend.

HOT GIRLZ

COLD BEER
GREAT FOOD
BIKINI STAFF
FREE BIKE WASH
SPECIALS EVERYDAY

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 3 NIGHTS A WEEK

CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom M| 48393
(248)449-9667 » www.stingersbarwixom.com

BIKE NIGHT
MAY
23RD

Monday 11am - 2am ¢ Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 2am

419-485-8531

l&deM?ﬂlMM

Location:

HUDSON LEATHER On
1 mile N of Exit 13 OH

4 Miles S of

Event Hours: I-E-ﬂ-?-

‘lﬂl'm.nll

Turnpike 80-
M1 state line,

90
S of Hillsdale

S of Jackson, Ml, SW of Adrian, Ml

273 S. FORD BLVD.
YPSILANTI MI 48198
OFFICE 734-480-3148
FAX 734-547-BIKE

MON THRU FRI
10AM - 6PM
SAT APPT ONLY

www.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

GCHROME
HARLEY RIMS

STARTING FROM
$600.00
EXCHANGE

FROM OIL CHANGES TO
COMPLETE CUSTOM MODIFICATIONS

PICK UP AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE

DynoTuning
Powder Goating
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you have not attended a Thunder Fun Night yet...well,
you will want to make sure you sign up next year. | typical t
the night of fun in January, February, or occasionally March.

Why in the middle of winter? First, | don’t want to compete with
any advertiser event, and in the winter, there are not usually any
events except for swap meets going on. Since Thunder Roads

is supported by advertisers, they come first and | want to make
sure | am not stepping on any toes. Also, because we bikers get a
little stir-crazy in the wintertime and this event gives us something
fun and safe to do and an opportunity to meet up with friends we
haven’t seen since we were able to ride. We can also make new
friends that share our passion. It's funny to watch friendships form
from this event. | have introduced friends to many other friends
and now they are all friends with that friend—try to say that five
times fast!

r
e

We dance, sing, anw‘ock stars and just have some
good ol’ drama-free fun!

Some people attend the event in a four-person group, some solo,
but no one is ever left out and a good time is always had by all.
People can check in early and get the party started or enjoy the
hotel amenities, and then we meet in the lobby and grab dinner
(very important to put food in the bellies of these wild animals).
The party bus picks us up from the hotel and away we go.

Throughout the night, we raffle off prizes at each stop. | would
like to thank the following sponsors for their contributions to
Thunder Fun Night 2019: Thank you to the Bay Valley Resort for
accommodations, Midnight Madness Party Bus, Ned Seeburger

e se that have not attended this event that it is not for

L

of Compound BBQ
which was delicious.
Thanks also to the
hosts of our Stops:
702 Club, My Alibi
Bar & Grill, WilLew
Lounge, Iron Horse
Bar & Grill, our
sponsors Great Lakes
H-D, Shiawassee H-D, Dunbar Metal Arts,
SunKini Tan Salon, Baker Transmission,
leuter Insurance, and Billy D for taking
photos. It was a big success—thank you!

Appreciate seeing everyone that came out
of hibernation and attended this year. See
you again soon!
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Talons Out Honor Flight now accepting Vietnam veterans,
despite rising costs

The Kalamazoo-area branch of Honor Flight has announced it is
now accepting applications from Vietnam War veterans. Talons
Out Honor Flight is a volunteer-run nonprofit that offers veterans
paid flights to tour the National World War Il Memorial and other
sites in Washington D.C.

As the World War Il and Korean War veteran population ages,
dwindling numbers of applicants led to the decision to open ap-
plications to Vietnam War veterans this year, the Portage-based
organization announced Tuesday, Feb. 5. When the Southwest
Michigan branch of Honor Flight was founded in 2013, it focused
solely on World War |l veterans. In 2016, the organization also
began accepting Korean War veterans. It also has been open to
terminally ill veterans of all wars.

The decision to add Vietnam War veteran applicants came amid
discussion of the nonprofit’s financial challenges, Talons Out
President Bobbie Bradley said. Five years ago, a 186-passenger
plane cost about $52,000 to charter, Bradley said. Over the last
few years, the cost to charter the same plane has increased to
$93,000, she said. Many other Honor Flight hubs across the na-
tion face similar financial challenges, Bradley said. Some have
closed after serving WWII veterans and Korean War veterans, she
said.

The national Honor Flight Network was founded in 2007 out of a
merger of two similar efforts spearheaded by individuals in Ohio
and North Carolina. Since then, the network has grown to include
about 150 regional Honor Flight hubs, which include Talons Out
Honor Flight in Southwest Michigan and Mid-Michigan Honor
Flight, based in Mecosta.

“After much discussion, we found there was only one direction we
could move, and that is forward,” Bradley said. With rising costs,
the organization may only be able to fund two trips a year, rather
than its usual three to four trips, Bradley said. Providing veterans
a quality trip to the nation’s capital will remain the priority, she
said. Talons Out Honor Flight's first flight of the year is expected to
depart April 20, 2019, from Kalamazoo Battle Creek International
Airport.

Saginaw VA Medical Center working to combat veteran
suicide

For the past 11 years, the Aleda E. Lutz Veteran Affairs Medical
Center in Saginaw has worked with veterans across mid-Michigan
to help them with mental health issues, addiction and preventing
suicide.

“Of all the veterans that we serve, almost 22 percent have mental
health issues, and with that, it puts our veterans at relatively high
risk for suicidal thoughts (and) suicidal behavior,” said Barbara
Bates, chief of staff and acting medical director of the facility.

The center, which cares for over 36,700 veterans in the 35-county
area they serve, has had a suicide prevention program imple-
mented since 2008 with Sharleen Gray as a prevention coordina-
tor since the beginning. Staff help to oversee roughly 83 veterans
who are considered a high-risk for suicidal behavior.

10 APRIL 2019 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN

“The program has grown exponentially,” she said, adding they
now have two full-time and a part-time case manager. “The VA
has really adopted a philosophy of suicide being everybody’s busi-
ness.”

Bates added that one of the startling factors staff has found out
about veteran suicide is that many veterans who take their own
lives are not in the agency system or attempting to get in the
system.

Dr. Nazzareno Liegghio said there is still a stigma around vet-
eran’s dealing with mental health issues and they won’t always
talk to the medical center. “There is a stigma of ‘man up and move
on’... they won't tell us for the fear of what we might do,” he joked.
“We encourage them to develop the veterans groups outside that
are self-led. Veterans like to talk to veterans; they don't trust us.”

Carrie Seward, public affairs officer for the center, provided data
that shows in 2016 the suicide rate was 1.5 times greater for
veterans than non-veteran adults after adjusting for age, gender,
and nationality.

Gray added that women veterans are also seeing an increase

as well. “There have been a couple of reasons floating around.
One is the occurrence of military sexual trauma that is a big one,”
Gray said. “Also our female veterans are (more) comfortable with
firearms unfortunately...we have done a lot to try and engage with
the female veterans. They still struggle with feeling comfortable
(after serving), and all the pressures of motherhood, it’s just a
combination.”

“Part of the VA's plan is to expand our eyes, ears to the outside to
try and identify these patients or these veterans early,” Liegghio
said. “One of the big ones was the suicide prevention coordina-
tors and case managers that have build upon the need to have a
resource right then and there.”

David McCallister “Possum”

Retired AF MSgt computer tech.

Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan,
Boerfink MTK Germany,

RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

Fighting for the rights
of POW/MIA, helping to
protect future veterans

and veterans in need

from all wars.

rORGOTTEN EAGLES:

www.forgotteneagles.org f

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

URGENT,
COME SEE US

McLaren Caro Region
Quick Care

When medical needs just can't wait, it's good
to know that help is close by!

Open 7 days a week:
Monday - Friday: 1pm - 9pm
Saturday & Sunday: 10am - 6pm

"IMC’-aren ‘ DOING WHAT’S BEST."

CARO REGION

e

GIvEA

3850 S. Huron Rd. (M-13) « Bay City MI 48706

989-686-0400 » www.greatlakeshd.com

MON-FRI 10AM-6PM / SAT 10AM-3PM / SUN CLOSED

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

- Sunday 9am - 2am

HOT GIRLZ
COLD BEER

srearroo) _BIKE NIGHT

BIKINI STAFF
FREE BIKE WASH
SPECIALS EVERYDAY

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 3 NIGHTS A WEEK
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CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom MI 48393
(248)449-9667 » www.stingersbarwixom.com

e BAY CITY’S HARLEY-DAVIDSON® DEALERSHIP

OFF 1-75 AT EXIT 164
o DYNO TUNING, FULL SERVICE, PARTS & APPAREL
© SPECIALIZING IN ONLY HARLEY-DAVIDSONS®

JUNE 22*° 12PM-6PM
19TH ANNUAL

GREAT LAKES HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
STREET PARTY

ADULT BEVERAGES
ENTERTAINMENT
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The Motorcycle Lawyer... and a YouTube Host?

Immersing Himself in All Things Motorcycle

For over 25 years, we've known Jason Waechter as The Motorcycle Lawyer. Well, he’s
still proudly representing injured bikers but, now, he’s adding more motorcycle fun to
his busy schedule with the launch of a new YouTube channel! Ride Free TV went live
in late 2018 and has been gaining traction in the riding community ever since. The
concept comes from a place of wanting to connect more directly, and Jason is all
about shining the spotlight on those folks making a difference. He loves attending
events across the state of Michigan, getting to know all the players, from the riders to
the distributors, as well as the artists and inventors. Now, he can share the experience

with his followers, passing on some helpful information and having a great time in the

process.

Recent Topics Covered

Become a Michigan RiderCoach!

As you can imagine, staying connected to the riding community is a
high priority to Jason, and the recent RiderCoach shortage in

Michigan was important to share. Subscribe to our channel today to be
among the first to hear about opportunities like this, as well as accident
scene management classes and rider certification programs!

(Watch: https://tinyurl.com/RFTV-RiderCoach)

u Michigan Law Q & A Series

In January 2019, Jason was honored to speak at an Indian Motorcycle

Riders Group meeting. This talk sparked a great series that covers MICHIGAN LAW
topics such as Michigan’s No-Fault Law, the role of the CY driver’s Q&A

license endorsement and the recent changes to Michigan’s Move-Over Series

Law! Do YOU have a question related to Motorcycle Law in the state of

Michigan? Let us know on Facebook @RideFreeTV and you might just ""E""‘ftﬁ)

see it answered! (Watch: https://tinyurl.com/RFTV-MichiganLawSeries)

u Event Coverage & Shenanigans
You've probably spotted Jason at a swap meet or two, and we try to
keep our followers in the know regarding motorcycle events all over
the state of Michigan. Now that the season is getting ramped up, we’ll
be uploading content on upcoming events, every week! AND, if you
subscribe to our channel, you'll get immediate access to quality gag
reels like the one found HERE: https.//tinyurl.com/RFTV-Bloopers1

We like to keep things short and sweet at Ride Free TV. You’ll find most of our content hanging out around the 1-2-
minute mark, so they don’t require much of a time commitment. So, what do you say? BSISL:E{eNII 3 to our YouTube
channel at https://tinyurl.com/RFTV-YouTube and LIKE us on Facebook @RideFreeTV.

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michigan attorney specializing in the areas of motorcycle and motor vehicle injury litigation, as well
as Michigan’s Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law. Mr. Waechter has collected millions of dollars in settlements, awards and verdicts for his
motorcycle clients over the past 25 years. A portion of each case settled goes to education resources for bikers, funds to help bikers
while their cases are being litigated and our motorcycle accident prevention campaign. Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll-free at
1-877-BIKER LAW or visit www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com.
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MOTORCYGLE WRECK?

Get THE Motorcycle Lawyer

You know Attorney Jason Waechter:

Host Author
=RIDE FREEd%

Litigating Motorcycle
Injury & Death Cases

2% Years Handling Motorcycle Injury & Wrongful Death Cases

1-87171-BIKER-LAW

24/7 Free Case Evaluation [(1-877-245-3752]

Call the e

ializi Y NO WIN

specializing NO FEE
lawyer.

PROMISE

P

wow.THEeMotorcycleLawyer.com

Southfield | Detroit | Flint | Mt. Clemens | Grand Rapids | Ann Arbor




Definition of A Smart Ass: ‘Towken’, a biker named Ken who drives :

a tow truck for a living, was driving along on an old gravel back
road and noticed a sign that read: Caution: Low Bridge Ahead. In

5 seconds flat, the bridge is right in front of him and his tow truck

gets wedged under it. Several cars are backed up and most are

car arrives on the scene. The cop gets out of his car and walks
up to Towken’s driver side window, puts his hands on his hips and
says, ‘Got stuck, huh?’

Towken shakes his head and says, ‘No, actually I was delivering
this bridge and just ran totally dry out of gas.’

You can't count your hair.

(providing you still do have hair)

You can't breathe when your tongue is out.
(you just tried didn't you? Of course you can breathe)

You can't say the letter ‘P’ clearly without parting your lips.

(you just tried didn't you? Of course you can't)

Definition of Honesty: It's 4 a.m. and Joey is flying down the
interstate at around 270 mph in his new Hennessey Venom GT.
He looks in the mirror and wayyyy further back sees those old
familiar flashing blue lights. Joey pulls off onto the shoulder and
checks his texts while waiting for the cop to pull up behind him.
The cop walks up to the car and says, “Well, I guess you know
why I pulled you over?”. Joey looks up at him, shrugs his
shoulders and replies, “Because I let you”.

room, “Does this make my butt look big?”

I quickly texted back “Noo!”

My phone auto-corrected my reply to “Moo!”

(just a tad scared to go home now)

A wife romantically texted her hubby, “If you are sleeping send
me a dream. If you are laughing share the joke. If you are eating
send me a bite. The husband texted back “I am currently on the
toilet. Please advise”.

A Perfect Man

- wakes up at 5 am every day

- exercises daily

- makes the bed

- cleans up after himself

- works quietly and steadily
. - does not drink alcohol
. - helps out in the kitchen

- does not indulge in the ‘night life’

: - is always punctual
honking out of frustration. Towken is totally pissed. Finally a police :

- prays daily

: -reads
. - hits the bed at 9 pm sharp
: - you can find this perfect man in jail.

Lil" Johnny was antsy as could be while sitting on the hard pew

: at church. His Uncle V-Twin had promised to take him out riding

. on his bike after church. His Dad looked over at him and said

: “I've warned you 3 times now. Next time we're dang sure enough
. headed out the door.”

: Sure enough 2 minutes later Lil’ Johnny was swinging by his belt
. loop as his Dad walked him towards the exit. He loudly yelled

: out, “Yall be sure and pray for me cause’ he’s dang sure enough
: gonna’ whup my ass!”

© Professional Chef Tip - if you stir coconut oil into your kale it

makes it easier to scrape into the trash.

Two blondes are stretched out on their towels on the beach and
the one confides “I took a pregnancy test yesterday.”

The other blonde asks very intently “Wow....so were the questions
really hard?”

: The first one looks solemnly into the eyes of the other, winks and

. replies, “No, but the thing that caused having to take the test sure
: was!”
My wife texted me a selfie in a possible new dress from the fitting :

: A college teacher reminds her class of tomorrow’s final exam.

: *Now class, I won't tolerate any excuses for you not being here

© tomorrow. I might consider a nuclear attack, a serious personal

© injury, iliness, or a death in your family, but that’s about it,

© nothing else.’

A smart mouthed student in the back of the room raised his hand
: and asked, ‘What would you say if tomorrow I said I was suffering
: from actual and total sexual exhaustion?’ The entire class is

: reduced to laughter. When silence was restored, the teacher

: smiled knowingly at the student, shook her head and sweetly

: said, ‘Well, I guess you'd have to write the exam with your other

: hand wouldn't you?”

HOT GIRLZ

COLD BEER
GREAT FOOD
BIKINI STAFF
FREE BIKE WASH
SPECIALS EVERYDAY

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 5 NIGHTS A WEEK

CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom M| 48393
(248)449-9667 ¢ www.stingersbarwixom.com

BIKENIGHT

Monday 11am - 2am ¢ Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 2am

SR NG 5 B S0 e

" ...A GREAT RIDE FROM
EVERYWHERE IN MICHIGAN

% Biker Friendly «* Hand Craited Beer
&5 Wood Fired Menu S Bikers Always Welcome

269-945-4400
www.walldorffbrewpub.com

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

_mon-fri
6am - 5pm
sat & sun
by appointment

OIL CITY SALES
5543 W. Isahella Bd
Mt. Pleasant Ml 48858

CHECK OUT OUR DEALS ON
NEW & USED xie i
HARLEY-DAVIDSON® PARTS

IF WE DON'T HAVE IT IN STOCK
WE'LL GH IT FOR YOU!

. 1 - H 1
i . Sl
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RMI EVEN

S CALENDA

Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com.
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of Thunder Roads Ml - please patronize our advertisers.

APRIL

April 14

Birch Run Motorcycle Swap
Meet

Frankenmuth CU Event Cen-
ter, Birch Run, MIl. 10 am-
4pm, $8 pp, for more info or
vendor spot call 989-893-
5187 (See ad this issue).

April 20

16th Annual Cadillac Motor-
cycle Swap Meet

Wexford Civic Center, Cadil-
lac, MI. 10 am- 4 pm, $7pp,
12 & under free, parts, bikes,
leather, food, beer & more.
For more info call 1-800-800-
6034 (See ad this issue).

April 28

38th Annual Grand Rapids
Motorcycle Swap Meet

Delta Plex Arena, Grand Rap-
ids, MIl. 10 am-4 pm, $9pp,
12 & under free, parts, bikes,
leather, food, beer & more.
For more info call 1-800-800-
6034 (See ad this issue).

MAY

May 5

20th Annual Blessing of the
Bikers

Church of the Living Word,
Ovid, MI. 9:30 am-10:30 am
arrival, free refreshments,
biker service 10:30 am-11:30
am, live music, hog roast
11:30 am- 1 pm $5 all you
can eat, bike show regis

by noon, blessing 1:30 pm,
charity ride 1:45 pm $10pp,
raffles & more. (See ad this
issue).

May 11

1st Annual Chris Cares
Homeless Ride & Blessing
Retail Warehouse, Sturgis,
MI. event starts 10 am, ride 1
pm, food, door prizes, 50/50,
activities for kids, bake sale,
family friendly. For more
info email: info.chriscares@
yahoo.com

May 12

39th Annual Mother’s Day
Swap Meet & Bike Show
Midland Co. Fairgrounds,
Midland, MI. $5 admiss, 12 &
under free, 10 am- 4 pm, ride in
bike show 10 am- 3 pm, regis
10 am- 1 pm, sell your bike or
parts. For more info call 989-
893-5187

May 18

TTBAD Customs Annual
Customer Appreciation Day
5912 Mulliken Rd, Charlotte,
MI. 2 pm, food, drinks, live
music by Homespun from

6 pm-?, everyone welcome.
For more info call 517-983-
9327

May 18

11th Annual Biker Blessing &
Cancer Ride

Merriman Rd Baptist Church,
Garden City, MI. Starts 10
am, blessing 1 pm, ride to
follow, $20 rider/ $25 w/pas-
senger, free food, music,
bike show, door prizes &
more. For more info go to
www.mrbcfaithriders.com
(See add this issue).

May 24-27

24th Annual Hudson Leather
Memorial Weekend Motor-
cycle Rally & Blessing
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Hudson Leather Outlet, Pio-
neer, OH. Live bands, bless-
ing, vendors, bike show-all
makes/models, music, food,
storewide sale. For more
info call 419-485-8531 (See
ad & coupon this issue)

May 25-26

Bubba’s 19th Annual Memorial
Weekend Classic

804 S. Huron, Linwood, MI. 2
days, sat charity bike show,
regis 10 am-noon, sun charity
poker run, regis 10 am- noon,
proceeds to Camp Fish Tales.
For more info call 989-697-
5525

JUNE

June 2

Blessed in Hell

Hell Creek Ranch, Pinckney/
Hell, Ml. gates open 10:30
am sharp, $10 per bike, 4
blessings, ride in bike show,
over 20 vendors, food ven-
dors, live band. For more
info go to Hellcreekranch.
com (See ad this issue).

June 8-9

24th Annual Vintage Motor-
cycle Show / 2 Day Swap
Meet

Gilmore Car Museum, Hick-
ory Corners, MIl. Sat swap
only, Sun show & swap. To
regis or for more info go to
gilmorecarmuseum.org (See
ad this issue).

June 15

Just One More for Ty
Downtown Gladwin, MIl. Mo-
torcycle parade starts at noon,
ends at Sage Township Hall
1831 Pratt Lake Rd, Gladwin,

MI. All bikes welcome, fish fry
& luncheon/drinks at Sage Hall.
For more info call/text Lacey
989-329-5612

June 15

Justin Beutel Memorial Run
American Legion Post 443,
Sanford, MI. Regis 11 am,
kickstands up noon, dinner 5
pm, music, silent auction, event
goes to 9 pm. For more info go
to Justin Beutel Memorial Run
on Facebook.

June 22

19th Annual Great Lakes H-D
Street Party

Great Lakes H-D, Bay City,
MI. Noon- 6 pm, entertain-
ment, adult beverages &
more. For more info call 989-
686-0400 (See ad this issue).

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!!

Increase your attendance by posting
your event in Thunder Roads Magazine
of Michigan.

All Advertised Events in our Magazine
will have their event Posted on the Pull-
Out Calendar (specific issues) and your
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder
Roads Events Calendar of the Magazine.

(Call about our Special Discounts for
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads
Magazine and on our web site, send the
information to:
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com
Event information must be received prior to
the 10th of the month preceding the event
month to be posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to
attend any event as the information/dates
may change.

Thunder Roads is NOT responsible for emors or
omissions.
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MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT LAWYERS

Serving Injured Bikers in Michigan for Over 40 Years

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS RECOVERED

JAKEWAY

N J URY L AW

bikers...

WE CARE,
BECAUSE WE RIDE
TOO!

'.\-:'d!l.".'\.\l
TRIAL LAWYERS
o rine] v

JAKEWAYINJURYLAW.COM / 810.694.1211

LOW FEE GUARANTEE...

We care about bikers! Motorcycle accidents almost always
result in severe injury or death. An accident can turn your

life upside down. Mention this ad, and we will handle your
motorcycle accident case for a significantly reduced fee. That
puts more money in your pocket. We don’t pay lip service to
.we deliver real results!

NO-FAULT NO-FEE...

If you were struck by an automobile, you are entitled to
Michigan No-Fault Benefits, including lifetime medical benefits,
wage loss and attendant care. These benefits are payable
regardless of fault and if you are seriously injured, you may
not even need a lawyer to get your benefits. So why would you
pay a lawyer a fee to collect what is rightfully yours? We will
guide you through the claims process, BUT...unless we have
to file a lawsuit...we will never charge an injured biker a fee

to help them collect the no-fault benefits they deserve. Other
lawyers take 33% of their client’s no-fault benefits, even when
the insurance company is cooperating. We think that’s flat out
WRONG! If your lawyer is taking a cut of your no-fault benefits
every month, call us. WE CAN HELP!

RESULTS MATTER:

$5.1 Million for Closed Head Injury

$1.2 Million for Seriously Injured Passenger

$1.2 Million for Closed Head Injury

$1.1 Million (Policy Limit) for Head Injury To Child Passenger
$365,000 for Fractured Leg And Pelvis

$250,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Ankle

$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Elbow

$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Foot



BIRCH
MOTORGYCIESWARIMEEI

WHERE:
Frankenmuth Credit Union
11600 N Beyer Rd., Birch Run, Mi. 48415

WHEN:
April 14th, 2019 » 10 am - 4 pm

Admission: ONLY $8.00

Fnr.tkno_re- infnfmatlon and to reserve
your selling space call 989-893-5187
r T

buhha-_l‘huh:astri-:i'lﬂzy{:le.r_-nm * bubbastricitycycle.com
“MICHIGAN’S BIGGEST and
BEST Motorcycle Swap Meet”

GRILL

- Sunday 9am - 2am

IST v,
BIKENIGHT b
MAY _
23RD

HOT GIRLZ BIKINI STAFF
COLD BEER FREE BIKE WASH
GREAT FOOD SPECIALS EVERYDAY

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 5 NIGHTS A WEEK

CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom MI 48393
(248)449-9667 * www.stingersbarwixom.com

Monday 11am - 2am e Tuesday

SINENGERS
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24" Annual

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE SHOW
2-DAY SWAP MEET

=Te
GILMORE

T, CAR MUSEUM

shine!

Saturday - Swap Only
Sunday - Show & Swap

June 89,2019

9am. to4 p.m.

GILMORE CAR MUSEUM

6865 Hickory Rd, Hickory Corners, MI

Midway between Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Lansing and Grand Rapids
Registration info at:

GilmoreCarMuseum.org

Rain of
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Hi! 'm Barb Wilson, the newest member of the
Thunder Roads Michigan family. My hubby Big
Guy and | are the proud new owners of a 2017
HD Tri Glide Ultra, in Vivid Black/107 c.i.d.

Big Guy has been riding cycles since the 1970s.
He’s owned several motorcycles and even a few
snowmobiles and boats along the way; his new-
est goal is to convince me that wind therapy is a
necessity in my life.

When we began discussing purchasing a mo-
torcycle, | supported him completely, but | did put my foot down
on a couple of issues. One, | wanted some creature comforts—
among other things, lots of seat padding. As | explained to him, I
know what those roads are like, and my behind is already cracked;
it doesn’t need to be broken.” In addition, | bought several dead
cows’ worth of leather—in the form of vests, chaps, jackets, and
gloves—to block chilly Michigan breezes and extend the riding sea-
son; sturdy helmets, complete with visors; and a well-made pair of
comfortable boots. And of course, some really cute T-shirts full of
bling were included in my shopping trip.

Second issue: when I'm cold or need a bio break, we STOP. No
discussion, no arguments; as soon as the next available restroom-
equipped facility appears on the side of the highway, we are aiming
toward it in a straight line.

The purpose of my column is to share my trike adventures, and
focus on the rides and people we meet along the way. Look for
us at a bike event near you—and don’t be afraid to come up and
introduce yourself!

RIDE ON!

o =
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

BIKE NIGHT SPECIALS
$2.00 domestic hottles
5 PM-CLOSE

$2 OFF chicken baskets (DINE IN ONLY)
5 PM-CLOSE

Remas Tavern

118 W. Wheatland ~ Remus M1 989.967.8304
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WEEKDAY ~ Lunch Specials
THURSDAY ~ Karaoke
SUNDAY Fun Day ~ Free Pool

ALL WEEKEND LONG
Dinner, DJ & Dancing

Inspiration

T he mind of man is capable of anything- because everything is

in it, all the past as well as all the future. ~ Joseph Conrad

The right man is the one who seizes the moment.

~ Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

THEOLDHICKORYBAR.COM Opportunities are seldom labeled. ~ John Shedd
7071 BENNETT LAKE RD / FENTON MI 48430
Take the backway in for an AMAZING Ride! W i | Al is for the best in the best of all possible worlds. ~ Voltaire

T'wo men look out through the same bars: one sees mud and

one the stars. ~ Frederick Langbridge

Motorcycle Quotes & Sayings
Every Biker Should Read

Miani ght bugs taste best. ~ Author Unknown

—— — —
1 asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn’t work that way.

So 1 stole a bike and asked for forgiveness.

5 . \ 1 ~ Emo Phillips
Ay M at

g I f you can still hear your fears, shift a gear. ~ Author Unknown

L M y prince charming doesn’t ride a horse... he rides wheelies.
HOT GIRLZ LIVE ~ Anonymous
COLD BEER ENTERTAINMENT
GREAT FOOD 5 N I G HTS A WEEK If you want to be happy for a year, marry.

If you want to be happy for a lifetime, ride a motorcycle.
~ Anonymous
S' EC'ALS Did You Know

WHEN YOU RIDE IN
0 N YU U R B I KE Mrs. Sally Halterman, from Washington D.C., was the first

woman to be issued a license to ride a motorcycle in the year
1937.

I f you want to be happy for a day, drink.

Monday 11am - 2am ¢ Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 2am

49110 Grand River Ave * Wixom MI 48393
(248)449-9667  www.stingersbarwixom.com
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Presents 24th Annu

of Exit 13 OH Turnpike 80-90
West of Toledo, North of Ft Wayne

- € ,' . CR Sun May 26th: 86 NOODLES _ MOTORCYCLE BLESSING:

0
Visa c .__. ®*“™ " HudsonLeather.com 1 0 /D OFF

Vendors: 419-485-8531 | Purchases May24-27, 2019

Sat lﬂﬂﬁth STREETWISE

-y Bring this COUPON with you
Bowersock Pinstriping, Insane Image ., - HOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
Hills Performance Choppers, QT el Sl U Cmm——————

Motels 1 mile South of Rally Site:

Lions Club, CMA, Triple D Concessions  9am-5pm Mon Quality Inn 419-485-5555, Holiday Inn 419 485-0008

..THE ONLY LAST RIDE.

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round.

(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273
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I'm so excited to be writing the Biker Preacher’s Corner again! | know we
(Thunder Roads of Michigan) took the winter off — but this only means one
thing - RIDING SEASON IS ALMOST HERE!

This month | want to write about something that I've had to deal with over the
last few years, and | know many have also dealt with: depression. Yes, even
I, a pastor, have struggled with this - the ups and downs of ministry, people
coming and going, “brothers” leaving me high and dry, financial problems,
people gossiping about me and slandering my good name. You know, that
stuff really got me down. In fact, it got so bad that | almost quit. But | didn’t
and I'm here to tell you that Jesus set me free!

Come on, let's be honest here, many quietly suffer with the curse of depres-
sion. Every day we see several TV commercials about different types of
medication that are designed to treat different types of depression. Most of
these meds have long lists of side effects, everything from loss of appetite to
suicide. Many self-medicate by using dope, other drugs and alcohol to cover
their pain. But these will only make things worse — these only dull the pain,
but the problems are still there.

With all that | went through, here’s the verse that set me free and once |
caught it, my world flipped upright!

Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honor-
able, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is commendable—if there is any moral excellence and if there is any
praise—dwell on these things.” (HCSB)

Let me just say that depression is a lie because it comes from the father of
lies — Satan. You know that ol’ snake! We can get so caught up in the fears
and troubles of life - tied up in knots with all the worries, discouragement
and the what-ifs that we lose sight of all the good things in life and most
importantly, HOPE.

So, then the choice is ours to make. To stay broke, busted and disgusted
or to drop that crap and dwell on, think about, the good stuff going on in our
lives. Think about those in your life that love you... your brothers and sisters
who have your back and most importantly — Christ Jesus!

Once we start to dwell on what Philippians 4:8 says, all the upright and good
stuff in our lives, we start to feel better and then we start to speak life over
ourselves and others.

Proverbs 18:21 (HCSB) 21 Life and death are in the power of the tongue,
and those who love it will eat its fruit.

My friends, look to Jesus Christ! He truly is the only one who can set you free
from depressions, sin and death because as John 8:36 says: “Whom the
Son sets free is free indeed.”

Much love and respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & Founder

Victory Biker Church International & Sons of Victory, MC/M
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org v
www.victorybikerchurch.org

& sovmem.victorybikerchurch.org

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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20TH ANNUAL
BLESSING OF THE BIKERS

MA,YJ.,STH 2019

Hog Roast: All you can eat $5.00
Charity Ride for Youth Haven Ranch

Ride in Bike Show registered by 12:00
50/50 and Prizes to be given away

NO PETS PLEASE

OVID, MICHIGAN

é CHURCHOFTHE 1100 N. OVID RD
989-834-5950

WW W . COTLW. ORG
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PART | OF II

| feel that a machine can have a soul. Not the same kind of soul that
you or | do as humans. Our souls are what makes us human. Soul
is defined by Merriam-Webster several ways. The first definition:
the immaterial essence, animating principle, or actuating cause of
individual life. Wow! That is a pretty powerful definition. “The ani-
mating principle.” Think about that for a moment. It is all the little
things, the intangible things, that make you, you. One could spend
an entire lifetime sorting out what their animating principle is. Some
people do, while others only feel the need to sort that out from time
to time. Most people, | believe, never do.

Another definition of soul: “the quality that arouses emotion or
sentiment.” That is the soul | believe a machine can have. Not all
machines possess this. Your toaster, as good as it makes toast,
doesn’t. A car—or in my case, a motorcycle—does. | became the
owner of a 1977 Harley-Davidson XLCH Sportster around the year
2000. It was built when AMF (American Machine and Foundry) still
owned Harley-Davidson and it still has the original gas tank with
the AMF logo as part of the Harley-Davidson logo.

In 1969, AMF bought the nearly-bankrupt Harley-Davidson Motor
Company. An AMF bike is looked at by many Harley faithful as a
black mark on the Harley name, as the quality of bikes built during
the AMF years declined to the point that it nearly caused AMF to file
bankruptcy. In 1981, Willie G. Davidson, grandson of co-founder
William A. Davidson, and a group of investors bought the company
from AMF. Although the AMF years are commonly seen as the dark
years, | proudly display that AMF logo. | don’t see it as a black mark
at all; in fact, | see it as a battle wound and a reminder of survival.

At the time of this writing, the bike is forty-one years old. It was born
the same year that | was, so that starts to develop part of the senti-
ment | hold for this bike and is the part of the core of its soul. The
bike still has its original gas tank and fenders. The paint is smoke
gray with a pink block-letter Harley-Davidson and AMF logo on the
tank with black inside the letters and white outline. The paint cleans
up well, although it does show its age in some areas. It appears
very much as it did when the original owner took delivery back in
1977. | am the bike’s fourth owner and | am the one who got to
bring it back to life, with the help of some very smart and talented
friends (you know who you are and | am eternally grateful). | know
two of the three previous owners. | feel that they contributed to the
soul of the bike in their own ways. My former roommate owned
it for a couple years. He rode it fast and hard and the bike really
seemed to fit him well as they both were a little rough around the
edges. As it happened, he got the last couple good years out of the
engine before it needed an overhaul. The owner previous to him
rode the thing since it was nearly new and how he rode it, earned
the bike some notoriety with some local bikers. He is a friend of a
friend’s father we all call Pops. | have heard Pops tell stories about
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Ron doing donuts in his front lawn, riding wheelies down the street
and doing smoky burnouts when leaving. Some of these stories
were confirmed one day while | was having a drink at a local bar.
Two old bikers flung the door open and one asked, “Who rides that
gray AMF out front?”

| stood up and said, “I do. Why, is it on its side?” | was ready to
defend my bike, and myself against these guys, or whomever else
| needed to. The bar where we all were was in a part of town that
had seen better days, so someone walking by might just knock it
over, or two old bikers might cause some trouble because they still
have animosity towards AMF.

“No. Who did you get that bike from?” one of them asked.

| had a good idea now where this conversation was heading, so |
replied, “Not who you think | did, but | bought it from the guy that
he sold it to.”

They looked at each other and smiled. One of them said to the oth-
er, “l told you that was Ron’s sporty.” He looked at me and asked,
“Have you heard any stories about what that crazy son-of-a-b*tch
used to do on that thing?”

| replied, “Some.”

They sat down at the bar to my right and one asked, “Have you
heard this one?” That started a conversation where the two of them
relived some memories by telling me stories about Ron drag-racing,
running from the law, doing wheelies, burnouts and a broken leg,
all on my bike. The conversation lasted an hour or so. These two
bikers—whom I'd never met, and have never seen since—testified
about the soul of my machine before | really knew it even had one.

“The quality that arouses emotion and sentiment.” When | bought
the bike, | had a pretty good understanding of the first part of that
statement. Riding a motorcycle evokes a certain feeling that is not
easy to describe. You hear motorcyclists often talk about the free-
dom that a motorcycle provides. Riding definitely provides a sense
of freedom, but it is a funny feeling. You are still confined by the
rules of the road. You stop at red, go at green and obey speed
limits (mostly).

| think the freedom is from the confines of the two- or four-doors
of a passenger compartment in a car or truck. | feel that maybe
what most people mean by “freedom” is control or, better yet, con-
nection. In a conventional passenger car or truck, you sit behind
the engine and transmission and you manipulate them through a
series of devices. You turn a steering wheel and through a series of
gears, motors and pumps, the wheels of the vehicle turn. You press
a brake pedal and a booster amplifies your pedal input to supply
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the force to slow and stop your vehicle.
You lose the raw and visceral sense of
control driving a car that you still have
when you ride a motorcycle. You sit on
the engine. You straddle it. On a mo-
torcycle, you basically sit right on the
engine and transmission and almost
manipulate them directly. In my case,
a cable connects me to the engine and
a couple levers to the transmission and
brakes. To turn, you lean the whole bike into the turn. You have ul-
timate control over the machine and that is what | feel is one of the
largest draws about riding a motorcycle.

Another reason | feel people ride motorcycles is speed. They are
fast. With the high power-to-weight ratio that most motorcycles
have, when you twist the throttle, they go like hell. There is also an
element of danger. Outside of a leather jacket, boots, gloves and
a helmet, you are vastly unprotected from the elements. If it rains,
you get wet. You are also unprotected from a potential disaster.
There is inherent risk involved with riding a motorcycle and maybe
being close to that edge is what does it for people. Or maybe the
sensation of being viewed as an outlaw? I'd imagine it is different
for everyone.

All of those elements—freedom, control, speed, danger, the im-
age—they all arouse emotion and that contributes to the soul of
the machine. | know there are more, but those are the ones that
| relate to. What about that second part of the definition, though?
What about the “sentiment” part? There are a lot of things about
my bike that do that for me. As | mentioned earlier, it was built the
same year | was born. | also mentioned that my former roommate
got the last few good years out of it before it needed an overhaul.
| don'’t say that to spite him; in fact, I'm kind of glad that | needed
to take it down to build it back up. Anyone that knows anything
about an old Harley engine is that they do require more “attention”
than your newer engines. They run hot, leak oil and need adjusting.
Eventually they will need new piston rings and other top-end work.
| bought the bike at the end of the previous overhaul’s life cycle.
Because of that, | have a much more in-depth and detailed knowl-
edge of the engine and the bike as a whole than | feel | would if |
bought something newer. During this learning process | leaned on
friends with much more mechanical knowledge and ability than | to
teach me how to do things and why. | strengthened many of those
friendships as a result.

Part Il continued in next month’s issue
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"—‘%‘f&"\{&‘{?rand Rapids C“Stom MOtOl’CYCle ShOW
Saturday Aprzl 27, 201 9 & Swap Meet

-Sell- frmh Bikes. Parts. Leather Food Beer

DeltaPlex

2500 Turmer Ave NW,
Grand Rapids M1 49544

09 - :
vy DR L

BAR & GRILL

2185 S. Meridian Rd - Midland M

989.835.3573
POOL * DARTS * HORSE SHOES * PATIO

®BIKE NIGHTe

7ti-Cifies’Best Bike Night!

Tuesday EUCHRE 7 PM
Wednesday CORN HOLE 7 PM
Thursday KARAOKE / BIKE NIGHT
Friday & Saturday LIVE MUSIC

like us on
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Saturday, May 18th
11th Annual Biker Blessing
& The Matthew Brotherton
Memorial Cancer Ride

A Mat!hew Brotherton
Mtwlﬁ. 7,

W honer of Aghters, sarvivers
£ Base wha st the battle

Merriman Rd.
Baptist Church
2055 Merriman Rd
Garden City, MI
Starts @ 10am
Blessing @ 1Tpm

Followed by the
Matthew Brotherton

Memorial Cancer Ride
Ride is $20

$25 w/passenger
Free food, music, bike show,
& door prizes with a chance
to win $250 Visa gift card.
Rain Date: Saturday June 1st

for more info go to:
www.mrbcfaithriders.com

We accept that IT could happen
every time we hit the open road.

n@:a:afﬂﬂ’ﬂ’@ |

A little preparation now can bring some comfort to
your loved ones on the worst day of their lives.
* Mortgage Protection Plans ¢ Final Expense Plans
* Guaranteed Acceptance Plans - Living Benefits
¢ Accidental Death Plans
Non Medical (no paramedic exam)
Top Rated National Carriers

Call today to schedule your
NO OBLIGATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT
WE COME TO YOU!

After all, your motorcycle shouldn’t be

better insured than your life! EQLJ [ S
Call Today! 616.255.9207 0 OODO0D000m
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THE PUBLIC IS INVITED ! # « »
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HOLIDAY CAMP
BENEFIT MOTORCYCLE RIDE

sat“ rd av' Mav 18 D> Registration begins at 10 am.

Ride leaves promptly from Cabela’s at 12:30 p.m.
Begins @ Cahela’s Ends @ The Point Pub & Grub

110 Cahela Boulevard - Dundee, Michigan 4717 Dewey Rd. Newport, Michigan

Each bike registration includes 1 raffle ticket!

Holiday Camp is a special summer place where
youngsters with disabilities can enjoy nature and the
outdoors plus be part of a team in an environment of

support and fun right in Monroe County!
» Free Continental Breakfast
P Blessing of the Bikes at noon
» Police Escorted 50-70-Mile Ride
» Delicious Meal at the Conclusion of the Ride!  S0l0 Rider
» Can't ride? Join us at the The Point Pub & Grub sz5
for dinner ($10 per person)

%5 solo Rider
DISCOUNT
to the FIRST
50 Bikes
Registered!

PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 11th

DOOR PRIZES !
FUN FOR ALL!
RAFFLES AND
CASH PRIZES

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION PACKET
i.i facebook

Event sponsored by
LAW DOGS of Monroe
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There’s an old adage that imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.
That may be true but in certain cases, but it can also be disre-
spectful when what is being imitated goes beyond the superficial.

There was a time many years ago when Harley-Davidson sold
their products on the basis that they were either fun, useful, prac-
tical, or a less expensive form of transportation. Over the last
30 to 40 years, the marketing for The Motor Company changed
from utility and recreation to selling an image; the “biker” image.
Whether or not this marketing strategy will continue to be viable
into the future is a subject to debate at another time. In the pres-
ent, we need to look into how the “biker” image came to be and
why some folks might find it a bit disrespectful to imitate certain
aspects of it.

The image that is so pervasive in society today for those that
own and ride Harley-Davidson or similar style motorcycles, is one
that at one point in time was considered “dirty” or “uncivilized.”
| Believe it or not, folks used to dress up to go anywhere in public
and did so even on motorcycles. However, over the years, this all
changed.

We have all heard or know the well-worn story about how return-
ing veterans from WWII began to buy and ride motorcycles for
the adrenaline and camaraderie they missed from their time in
combat or similar stressful situations. We all know or have heard
how this evolved (or devolved depending upon your perspective)
into the much publicized (and mostly made up) situations such
as Hollister, which created the “outlaw” moniker, but even then,
polite society (which was in the majority) still considered this type
of enthusiasm and behavior as abhorrent; certainly not something
most would want to emulate.

Fast forward another 10 years or so and now you have veterans
returning from a different war with different societal viewpoints.
Add to this a counter-cultural revolution and you have the be-
ginning and making of the image that so many want to emulate
today. Rugged individuals who wanted to live by their own rules or
not conform to the norms of polite society, many of whom (but cer-
tainly not all) formed associations that we now know as clubs. The
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“image” grew mostly from the practical effects of the lifestyle led by
these pioneers. Mostly living on the road, clean cloths and haircuts
were luxuries and besides, no one wanted to look like the squares
anyway. How things have changed where today, the squares want
to look and act like those they once vilified and, in many respects,
still do, but | digress.

It is important to understand though, that even though these men
were rugged individualists, most had certain commonalities they
wanted the world to see. For those who had formed or continued
older clubs, they wanted the world to know what they were part of
and what they were about. Even though they might be a bit dirty
or unkempt, they were still part of something that was bigger than
just themselves — they had a brotherhood where they could depend
upon each other and if nothing else, share their conditions. Their
vestment of belonging to this brotherhood for the most part was
their vest, which mostly arose from jackets with the sleeves cut (or
worn) off. For some of you who may not know, this is where the
term “cut” came from.

Over the years, times changed and even the staunchest individual-
ists found themselves having to conform but the traditions bought
and paid for in blood, sweat and treasure, live on as is quite evident
from the proliferation of the “image.” For those who remained and
continue to be in the clubs these men formed, fought and some-
times died for, the most important item in their wardrobe is their
vest (note short for vestment) or cut. Everything on these vests for
a member of a club, especially a 1%er club, has a meaning tying
back to the hard-earned traditions bought and paid for by those that
came before them. Everything on a 1%er cut is something that the
member wearing it has earned; nothing is given.

So, while it may be flattering that you grow a killer goatee and dress
up with wallet chains and biker boots, most club members are go-
ing to be a bit irritated, and may let you hear about it, if you put
things on a vest that represents or even imitates something that
they, and especially those that came before them, earned. Harley-
Davidson may have sold you on that image and good on them, but
you can’t buy what someone else has earned and if nothing else,
you should respect that.

The Unknown Biker

Courtesy of Thunder Roads lowa
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Stop On In And Check Us Out. Thank You Every One For All Your Support!

Pl AVON METZELER®) WIITITTRZIING &%

BEST DEAL ON ALL MAKES OF TIRES

INDUUR GUN RANGE * INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

...TW

* GUNS < FISHING « ARCHERY + GUN SAFES
' ‘r*-:w;,'

BUY » SELL  TRADE » CASH FOR GUNS * CPL CLASSES

TOTAL FIREARMS . /;’_H““\\\ MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-7

1380 N. Cedar St % Tdfae' SATURDAY 9-6

Mason MI 48854 fealms  SUNDAY 8-4
517-699-0597 L= facchook

www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com
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| BAR &
_d-'tum

HOT GIRLZ

COLD BEER
GREAT FOOD
BIKINI STAFF
FREE BIKE WASH
SPECIALS EVERYDAY

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 3 NIGHTS A WEEK

CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave * Wixom M| 48393
(248)449-9667 ¢ www.stingersbarwixom.com

IST
BIKENIGHT
MAY
23RD

Monday 11am - 2am ¢ Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 2am
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Pick up your FREE copy of Thunder Roads Magazine at any one of these

locations or any business with an ad in this issue. Thank you to all of our
supporters for making Thunder Roads Michigan’s #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.

DEALERS & SERVICE

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Tawas Bay Marine & Cycle
1690 North US 23
East Tawas, MI 48730
989-362-6933
www.tawasbaymc@gmail.com
CAN-AM / SEA-DOO / YAMAHA

MC PARTS & SERVICE

Bad Pig Customs
1806 E 9 Mile Rd
Hazel Park, M
248-544-7447
Parts-Service-Maintenance

Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave
Roseville, MI 48066
1-800-505-0258
Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46
Howard City, M 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street
Brighton, M1 48116
810 844-2055
www.harrisonsmcservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840
www.huntshogshop.com

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE
Like us on Facebook

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C
Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180
Like us on Facebook

Oakley Bike N Trike
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd
Ypsilanti, Ml 48198
734-480-3148
www.reflectionscustomeycles.com

TTBAD Customs
Motorcycle Metal Works
Service, Upgrades, Custom Bodywork
Painting, Fabrication, Detailing
by Appt. 5912 Mulliken Rd, Charlotte
517-983-9327

MOTORCYCLE GROUPS

ABATE
To Join:
www.abateofmichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, Ml
CURRENT ENDORSEMENT REQUIRED
Take your Riding to the Next Level,
Learn from Certified Police Motorcycle
Instructors.
www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com
248-855-4444

BARS & RESTAURANTS

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, M| 48640
989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesdays

Bad River Bar & Girill
103 N. Saginaw St
Saint Charles, MI

989-865-6500
Great Food ~ Biker Owned

Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave
Baldwin, MI 49304

Live Music- Famous Bloody Marys
Bike Night Wednesday

Boulevard Lounge

316 S. Saginaw Rd

Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd
Elwell, MI 48832

Year-Round Ride Card
Check in’s

Hell Saloon
4095 Patterson Lake Rd
Hell, M1 48169
734-648-0669
Booze, Beats & Eats

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd
New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!
www.McNastysSaloon.com
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My Alibi Bar & Grill
2185 S. Meridian Rd
Midland, M| 48640
989-835-3573
Tri-Cities Biker Bar

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St
St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851
Bike Night Every Wednesday

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave
Wixom, Ml 48393
248-449-9667
www.stingersbarwixom.com

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

LODGING & CAMPING

Barefoot Beach Resort
TAT4N US 23
Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Fox River Motel
1588 W Highway M28
Seney, MI 49883
906-499-3332
Biker Owned

Oscoda Area
Convention Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI
1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com

LEATHER & REPAIR

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI. 49091 / 269-651-2464

INSURANCE

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
www.safeguardtricity.com
Biker Owned

GUN SHOPS

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St, Mason, MI 48854
517-699-0597
www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

PARTY STORES & MORE

Museum of “MOSES”
Vintage Harley Collection
A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store
Located 8 miles east of McBain, Ml
(Vogel Center) museumofmoses.com
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The Log Cabin Country Store
6472 M-25, Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5270
Grocery-Fuel-Restaurant
Deli-Pizzeria-Bait Shop

Westown Grocery & Deli
1013 E. Isabella Rd
(Corner of M-20 & Homer Rd)
Midland, MI -989-835-6040

Liquor, Beer, Wine e . - T
Fresh Produce, Deli, Pizza & Wings HUT GlRLZ LIVE
COLD BEER ENTERTAINMENT

GREAT FOOD 9 NIGHTS A WEEK

CRAZY
SPECIALS

WHEN YOU RIDE IN
: ON YOUR BIKE. ..

1690 E. Huron Rd {US-23) / East Tawas, M1 49730
989-362-6933 { TownsBoyMC.com

sencao0 (@

LEGAL SERVICES

Jakeway Injury Law
Motorcycle Accident Lawyers
810-694-1211
Jakewayinjurylaw.com
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Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
Free Legal Advice
CALL: 1-877-BIKER-LAW
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com
No Win/No Fee Promise

Michigan Biker Law
Motorcycle Injury Lawyers
1-800-MI-Biker
www.michiganbiker.com

TAWAS BAY|
Motorcycle Accidents Only LI

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom MI 48393

LAWN CARE (248)449-9667 » www.stingersbarwixom.com

Precision Lawn Sprinklers
Sales- Installation- Service
Free Estimates
Residential - Commercial
PLSMichigan.com
989-755-4136

RIDE LIKE A PRO - GREAT LAKES

Do you fear dropping your bike? Are you a "foot dragger” and
do you "Walk the dog" at red lights? Can you pick up your
dropped motorcycle? Do you feel unsteady at slow speeds?

FUNERAL SERVICES

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,
Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

CHURCHES

Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd
Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org
810-247-6332

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE
YOUR BUSINESS LISTED

AND RECEIVE ' ; E)Ifl\gw 'E!PI
THUNDER ROADS \ 4 AN & " ' '
MICHIGAN MAGAZINES . H: HOIII' M-F 4.7 'm
(

PLEASE MAIL A CHECK FOR ﬂ}g Em |; J M[J mj L__n J 4t

$150

(FOR A 6 MONTH LISTING)

TO: L I]ﬂ. CET.

THUNDER ROADS 5[[\]]'! FREY B’a& B I‘;{izl;thh
MICHIGAN, PO BOX 1782 Bl UUB M

MIDLAND, Mi 48641-1782

$10.25
10. OF B
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IN'THE SHBP WITH RON

Before we get started this month, | would like to
welcome everyone back to THUNDER ROADS of
MICHIGAN. It has been a long strange winter here in
our great state but hopefully spring has indeed finally
sprung.

When you folks have a chance, give a shout out to
Jody Mo; she faced a difficult decision to print the
magazine only during the riding season. Whenever
you can, please patronize the businesses and ser-
vice providers that advertise in this (FREE) maga-
zine. After all, they are the ones that make it possible.

Getting ready to ride for the upcoming season is very
exciting but let’s not get so excited we forget to go
over our bikes to insure our riding season is as safe
and trouble-free as possible. The riding season here
in Michigan is already too short—you don’t want to
miss any of it because of something that could have
been prevented with normal maintenance and/or ser-
vice procedures.

| prefer to change the engine, transmission, and pri-
mary oil every spring, regardless of mileage. If you
prefer to wait until mileage dictates that it is time for
normal service, that is a decision for each rider. For
purposes of this article, we will skip the oil change.
Before starting the motorcycle, make sure the battery
is fully charged. Check the connections at the battery
for tightness and make sure they are not corroded
or frayed.
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Give the entire motorcycle a thorough visual inspec-
tion. Look for anything that looks out of place. Check
for loose or missing bolts, any signs of rodent activity,
or any leaks that may have developed during stor-
age. Ifall looks well, start the engine and let it run un-
til it is up to normal operating temperature. While the
bike is warming up, check for any oil leaks. | always
put a clean piece of cardboard on the floor under my
bike; this saves the question of rather or not that spot
was already on the floor.

Now is a good time to check all lights, turn signals,
brake lights (front and rear), high- and low-beam
on headlight, and four-way flashers, if so equipped.
Check the horn. At this point, | shut off the engine.
While it is cooling down, check the air filter, and ser-
vice or replace as necessary. With the air filter off,
it's a good opportunity to look things over in the carb/
throttle body area. Check all hoses and wiring for any
cracking, splitting, dry rot, etc. This is a good time to
lubricate throttle cables and or any linkage, if neces-
sary.

Next, start looking at everything from the tires to the
tips of the grips. Check tires for proper air pressure,
tread depth, bulges, etc. Look closely at the sidewalls
for any signs of cracking, splitting or checking.

If your wheels are spoked, check for loose or miss-
ing ones. Check mag and aluminum wheels also,
as potholes have a way taking their toll. Make sure
you check brakes, both front and rear. Lift wheel off
ground and turn wheel while applying brake, and lis-
ten for any grinding noise. Check for any binding or
tight spots and verify that pads release. Check pad
thickness. Check drivebelt or chain for excessive
wear, alignment and proper tension, look at drive
pulleys or sprockets to make sure there are no worn
or missing teeth and nothing is bent. Check the front
fork tubes for rust or corrosion. Look at seals and
dust covers for rips, tears, or leaks. Turn the handle

By Ron Johnson

bars from full right to full left (preferably with wheel off
the ground) check for any rough or binding feeling in
the steering head bearings; make sure cables are not
restricting movement. Look over rear shocks as well
for leaks or worn bushings.

Think back to the last couple of rides of last season.
Was there anything going on that you were going to
“take care of in the off season” that may have slipped
your mind?

If all checks out, then RIDE SAFE RIDE OFTEN.
WE SHARE YOUR PASSION

Ron

SERVICE / UPGRADES
CUSTOM BODYWORK
PAINTING
FABRICATION
DETAILING

By Appointment Only

517-983-9327

We Share Your Passion
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THUNDER ROADS/MAGAZINE®
IS CELEBRATING ITS |

THAT'S 20 YEARS OF ...
JORBRSWILD
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20 YEARS OF... THE LARGEST FREE MOTORCYCLE PUBLICATION
&’ 0F NETWORKED PUBLISHERS IN THE WORLD!

WHERE'S THERE'S BIKES.......THERE'S GOING T0 BE THUNDER!
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Bikers, protect yourself.
Don’t fall victim to the

“FULL COVERAGE MYTR™
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.ﬂ UNINSURED AND UNDERINSU
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Call 1-800 MI-BIKER
to speak with an
attorney about your
insurance coverage.

We offer this as a
complimentary service to
the biker community.

MOTORCYCLE INJUR"r‘ LﬂW\"ERSI

MICHIGAN
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