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•Ipx6 water-resistance •Ideal for boats/
motorcycles •50w x 4 4ohm  •70w x 4 
2ohm. #1150

4-Channel 
Class D
Motorcycle
Marine 
Amplifier

Mfg. List 
$249.95 $19995$9995

GREAT JL AMPS POWER
 FOR YOUR SOUNDTRACK!

Mfg. List 
$129.95

Mfg. List $349.95

$27995
•Element-ready design 
•Weather & water 
resistant. #7574

Harley Davidson® 
6" x 9" Full Range
Bag Lid Speakers

Pair
$9995• 600 Watts •3” 

Weather proof 
speakers.#7696

Mfg. List 
$129.95

BLUETOOTH 
STREAMING!

600 Watt 
Motorcycle 
Sound 
System

WE HAVE EXPERT INSTALLATION FOR ALL YOUR TOYS!

POWERFUL MARINE/MOTORCYCLE AMPS & RECEIVERS!

Bring Us Your Best Deal And We’ll Beat It!
HEAD TO THE SHORR!

® 
EXPERT INSTALLATION!

MOTORCYCLES • MARINE • UTV • CLASSIC CARS • RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

Mobile: Autos/Motorcycles/Snowmobiles/Hot Rods/Classic Cars • Lakes: Marine Products • Trails: Recreational Vehicles 

Digital MediaMotorsports
Marine Receiver With Bluetooth
•Marine or motorsports 
•Water resistant •Front usb 
and aux input #2769

 •150 watts of 
power. #7449

Mfg. List 
$89.95 Pair

$6995

6.5” 2-Way 
Marine Speakers

SUPER KIT FOR YOUR HARLEY DAVIDSON®!

Mfg. List $899.95

Kit
$79995

Harley Davidson® Street Glide® Amplifier & Speaker Kit 
▶TM400X4AD - Power Marine 400 Watt Class - AD 4-Channel Amp
▶TMS6SG - Power 6.5" Full-Range Faring Speaker '98 - '13 HD Street Glide
▶RFKHD - 1998 +Amplifier Mounting Kit
▶No Drilling  or Cutting Required
▶Kits Bolts To Factory Attachment Points
▶Direct Connect Wiring  Harnesses
▶Pre Wired to Accomodate Rear Tour Pak

Limited 
Time Offer!

#7901
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Happy summertime! We have had a crazy start to a less-than-
mediocre spring and I am hoping summer shapes up. We only 
have a few good months to ride in our great state so it sure would 
be nice if the rain would stop and the sun and warmth could come 
through and stay a while. I hope everyone has a nice holiday 
whether you spend it riding, camping, boating or just relaxing 
around the house—enjoy!  

Be sure that you get your Free Ride Card and participate in the 
Ride ’n Win summer-long contest. You have a chance of winning 
prizes at each stop and you can check in every week. You are 
just throwing prizes away if you don’t take advantage of this fun, 
no-catch contest.

Be sure to like Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan on Face-
book to keep up-to-date with the latest happenings. Also, if you 
haven’t checked out our Thunder Store, make sure to do so by 
going to www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com. If you order a T-shirt 
or hoodie, email me a picture and you might be featured in a 
future issue showing your support in one of our Thunder Cams!  

Please remember our advertisers when you are looking to get 
a cool jacket, have a great meal, get your motorcycle tweaked, 
or need some legal assistance; you know they have good taste 
and we recommend them! Thank you to all of our loyal adver-
tisers—we appreciate you! Thank you, readers, for your support 
and making Thunder Roads Magazine #1!

Now for some “Mo” Advice:

You can plan for what you think may happen, but chances 
are you will end up with just the opposite. So don’t worry 
yourself over things, people, and outside circumstances 
you can’t control. It always ends up working out just the 
way it was meant to in the end. 

Jody Mohowitsch
“Jody Mo”
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hours
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Sat 9:30 am to 4:30 pm
Sun 12 noon to 4:30 pm

www.ridewild.com

p r e s e n t s

leather

Largest 
Leather Shop 
in Southwest 

Michigan

Huge inventory 
Men’s & Ladies’ 

Leather and 
Accessories

Saddlebags
travel Bags
Helmets / Boots
gel Seats

Concealment 
Shirts

It’s not what you ride... 
 it’s what you wear!

in StoCk Helmets by
Fulmer
Bell
& Badass

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

M
on

da
y 

1
1

am
 -

 2
am

 •
 T

ue
sd

ay
 -

 S
un

da
y 

9
am

 -
 2

am

• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

Crazy 
SPECIaLS

$2.75 doMeStic
$3 Well / $4 call

$5 bUrGerS 

live
entertainMent
5 niGHtS a Week

2 WHEEL WEEKENDS
SAT & Sun only

 ! Wanted ! 
Seasonal Part-Time 

Sales Representatives
Sales Experience Preferred

Positive Attitude a Must!
Contact Jody Mo for More Info!

Happy 4th of July!
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Presents 

Lingerie & Adult Toy Party 
at 

Rocco’s Bike Night
thuRsday July 18th 6-9pm... or later

692 W Center Rd ~ essexville mi 48732
989-778-1399

pRizes

speCial 
Thunder roads
disCouNt 
Save 20% on
Fun Products

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

www.AfterDarkFantasies.net        989-687-9669

dRiNk 
speCials

fuN

The
Positive
Shift

Your Life Changing Coach!
Are you going backward in life? Maybe just wandering and not 
going anywhere. What about moving through your day and just 
existing? It’s time to Positive Shift Ahead—make new goals 
and have a new outlook in your life, both personally and pro-
fessionally, if that fits your circumstances.   

Most of us will spend money on things, but what about spend-
ing money on yourself? It is definitely time to invest in your-
self in order to move forward. The results may just make you 
blossom with a clearer mind and less haunting baggage. A Life 
Coach is exactly what you need for a healthier you. Life coach-
es can help you get past difficult obstacles and create strate-
gies to unlock your potential. They show you how to redirect 
yourself and move towards your goals. 

It’s the same thing as taking a college class, only you are in-
vesting in your career and yourself. Coaching will help you 
better yourself and that leads to advances in your career. Life 
coaches are more accepted in today’s society. More business-
es and their management support their employees because 
they are seeing a significant difference in those employees with 
business and life coaches—so much that they are even paying 
for it! There are workable solutions to increase self-worth, goal 
setting, and personal organization.   

This could be the answer you’re looking for to make a change 
in your life. Solutions to issues and problems lingering in your 
current situation can be addressed. There are other things that 
we can remedy. 

Your mind is a useful and powerful tool; remember, today’s 
thoughts become tomorrow’s reality. If you know how to prop-
erly use the Positive Shift Toolkit, you have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. 

The more you use it, the faster it comes, and the happier you 
will feel!

Until then…Don’t Coast in Neutral, Positive Shift Ahead!

~ Stacie René    www.positiveshiftahead.com

SPONSORED BY

Motorcycle 
classes

Don’t RiDe DiRty
...Get enDoRseD!

safe
fun LeaRninG 

enviRonment!

expeRienceD 
instRuctoRs

cLasses in 
tawas & aLpena

989-362-3006 
ext 123

ioscoResa.net
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From Joe
I got that 1950 Panhead when I got out of Vietnam in 
1970; I was 21 years old. I got it from a good friend, 
Ken Reeves. He was a cool guy. I was so happy 
when I got it!
I put it in the trunk of my 442 and drove home. My 
dad thought I was nuts, but I just wanted something 
cool to do. So, I went to Sears and bought a welder, 
torches, tools, and took it down in my dad’s base-
ment. I started to work on that old pan.
I read books and talked to people about parts. I got 
some help from another one of my good friends, Don-
nie (aka “the old man”). I also met a man named Moe 
(Jody Mo’s father), who owned Moe’s Cycle Shop 
and he had lots of old parts. Moe, Bubba, and I all 
became good friends. Bubba and I used to go there 
and we did all the swap meets. We always had a 
great time. 

READERS RIDES
THE FAMILY PANHEADS

Man, those were the good old days. I met a lot of 
awesome people. It was like one big family. I loved 
the feeling of freedom on the open road and still do. 
We did a lot of cool stuff. Got to meet Billy Lane, Pe-
ter Fonda, and Willie G. Davidson, of Harley-Davison 
fame.
I’ve rode my Panhead to the Vietnam Wall in DC, 
Pike’s Peak in Colorado, Sturgis/South Dakota, and 
Florida. I also rode to Milwaukee, Wisconsin for the 
85th, 95th, 100th, and the 105th anniversary celebra-

tion of Harley-Davidson. It makes me proud to own 
“cheap thrills” since 1970.  We’ve done a lot of stuff 
together and always made it through. 
I would like to thank some of my good ol’ friends: 
Bubba, Danny Hartfielder, Tiny, Dutch, Al, and Charlie.
My Panhead is definitely a bike that turns heads. I 
could write a book about her and my life. Like I said, 
me and that Panhead have been through a lot to-
gether and made it out alive. 

Joe’s is a 1950 						      Josh’s is a 1951

From Josh
This is the story of my Panhead. 
As a child, I remember riding on my dad’s Panhead. 
Most of all, I remember the chrome shining and the 
thunder coming from the pipes. And all the new 
moms he would bring home…lol! 
All jokes aside, I was hooked. Even as a kid, I knew 
I wanted a Harley, just like I knew it would be a Pan-
head to follow in my father’s footsteps. It was the 
brotherhood, the culture, and the freedom of being 
on a motorcycle. 
After many years of dirt bikes and a crotch-rocket, 
it was time for my build. My dad helped me pick the 
right hardtail frame. He knew my vision and was ab-
solutely the man to help me. We started hitting up 
swap meets and looking through Bubba’s parts and 
my dad’s parts, because I had to build on a budget. I 
was 21 and a father myself. 
After approximately two years, it was almost ready. 
We built the bike with no motor. When it was time for 
the motor, we went to see a great friend of my dad’s 
named Danny Hartfielder. We were trying to buy a 
good pan motor. He was the man; he had a 1951 
fresh rebuild sitting in the attic of his barn. A huge 
thank-you to Danny for the heartbeat of my dream. 
There we were, tearing the bike back down for paint 
and reassembly. It was one of the best experiences in 
my life—building my dream bike with my dad. My pan 
is something I can cherish and pass on to my son. 

When the day came, it was done and ready to start. After a few kicks, it came 
alive! The feeling is unexplainable. My bike is more than a pan; it’s a part of my 
and my dad’s hearts. A family tradition. I have owned this bike for 18 years and 
cannot wait till my boy is on it and riding next to me. Thanks to all that helped in 
this dream. Ride safe and thank you.    
“Panheads forever”! 

Joe
Now it’s up to my grandsons 
to carry on the “Panhead 
legacy.” My cherished Pan-
head will be handed down 
to my grandson, Joe Reno. 
Josh’s Panhead will be 
handed down to my grand-
son, Jake Reno. 
Watch out—there will be 
more Renos on the road!
God bless America and 
all of our friends here and 
gone. 
Thank you, “Jody Mo” 
PANHEADS FOREVER!
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BIKE NIGHTs
sponsored by

Tuesday
•	 Track Side Food & Spirits ~ Reese  

•	 Hi-Way Inn ~ Manistee

•	 Beer & Brats ~ Midland

•	 The Evening Post Bar & Grill ~ Clare 
   8/6/19 Only

Wednesday
•	 River Rock Bar & Grill ~ St. Louis

•	 702 Bar & Grill- ~ Midland

•	 Sholty’s Bar ~ Lansing

•	 Zone 18 Bar & Grill ~ Prudenville

•	 The Rusty Nail ~ Carson City

•	 Baldwin Bowling Center ~ Baldwin

•	 Riverdale Tavern ~ Riverdale

•	 Shot n Shell Bar ~ Essexville

•	 Iron Horse ~ Akron

Thursday
•	 Stingers Bar & Grill ~ Wixom 

•	 Office Lounge & Grill ~ Oscoda

•	 Thee Office Pub & Cookery ~ Romeo

•	 Ghost Town Saloon ~ Elwell 

•	 Rocco’s Bar & Grill ~ Essexville

•	 Sidney Tavern ~ Sidney

Friday
•	 Davison Eagles ~ Davison 
	 (open to public every other friday) 
   7/12, 7/26, 8/9, 8/23, 9/6, 9/20

Saturday
•	 Knoll View Golf ~ Au Gres (4-9 pm)

•	 Stingers Bar & Grill ~ Wixom 
	 (2 Wheel Weekends)

Sunday
•	 Decker’s Lounge ~ Midland (all day)

•	 Woody’s Bancroft Tavern ~ Bancroft 
(starts at noon)

•	 Stingers Bar & Grill ~ Wixom 
	 (2 wheel weekends)

(These Bike Nights are supporters / advertisers of Thunder Roads Magazine of MI)

ABATE is working very hard in Lansing trying to make sure all the bikers in Michigan get included in 
the insurance bill that is being put together by our legislators. All independent riders—like your readers 
in Thunder Roads—need to call your state reps. and let them know that you are concerned about your 
health and welfare when it comes to coverage protecting you from going broke if you are involved in an 
accident. God forbid that you aren’t crippled or killed, not to mention the devastation to the families if we 
are injured or killed, and we can’t help or support those associated with the individual involved. It’s awful!

I had the opportunity to go to Orlando Florida for the NCOM (National Coalition of Motorcycles) meeting. 
OMG, what an awesome experience I had meeting all the reps from so many different clubs—including 
the National President and National Vice President—across the United States. I have a whole different 
outlook on the biking world when it comes to respect and how to appreciate what 1% clubs have to deal 
with on a daily basis. They are no different than any biker you will associate with. Many are so respectful 
and aware of what’s happening in the biking world, from politics to motorcycle rights. When “Doc,” the 
Florida ABATE President, was speaking, everyone shook their heads in disbelief at his message regard-
ing the attacks on everyone with a patch on their backs. If I could ask all of you who are reading this to 
please do your part in helping anyone who rides; see if there is something you can do to help from sup-
porting ABATE to your local clubs. They don’t bite. They need support like everyone else!

On May 23rd, Vince Consiglio and I were at the promotion for May is Motorcycle Awareness Month at-
tended by Josyln Benson, Secretary of State. Their new campaign is “HARD TO SEE--Look Twice, Save 
A Life, Motorcycles Are Everywhere.” This was not exactly what we had hoped for, but at least Michigan 
is doing something to promote motorcycle awareness. Maybe they will listen to the leaders of ABATE 
and formulate better ideas on what would work better at getting the message out to the general public. 
Just ask Kid Rock; he will tell you “All Summer Long.” After all, ABATE is responsible for getting the bill 
passed (House Bill 4306) to get funding for the program!

The riding season is in full swing, so please be careful out there and be on the lookout for some dumb, 
distracted drivers. When you see them on their phone, give them the #1 sign and let them know that be-
ing distracted while driving can cause catastrophic consequences leading to someone being injured or 
killed. We all want to return home to our families after an event or a ride where we enjoy the privilege of 
interacting with other bikers. 

Finally, I want to give a shout out to Thunder Roads; I am impressed with all the events you 
have and all the good you do! Thank you!

May the road rise to meet you and the wind always be at your back!

Hot Rod Beaton
ABATE State Awareness Director

ABATE 
State Awareness Director
Hot Rod Beaton
419-349-8075

TO BECOME A MEMBER & SHOW YOUR SUPPORT…
ABATE of Michigan online membership. 

Visit our State website then click on: Membership / Join  www.abateofmichigan.org

Congratulations 
Vince! 
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Chrome Wheel
Exchange Program

 
STARTING FROM 
$600.00 
EXCHANGE

IN-HOuSE 
DynoTuning
Powder Coating

We Work on all 
Makes & Models
from oil changes to 
complete custom modifications

We do Insurance work 
pick up and delivery available

CHROME 
HARLEY RIMS

273 s. ford blvd.
ypsilanti mi 48198

office 734-480-3148
fax 734-547-bike 

mon thru fri 
10am - 6pm 

sat appt only

www.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

Memorial Day Washington D.C.

While I sit here reminiscing on my travels to Washington DC, I find 
myself thinking of all of those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for 
this country. My first visit is to Arlington Cemetery, to honor our 
fallen; very emotional yet honored for my brothers and sisters. 
Second is Rolling Thunder, which is a demonstration for POW/MIA 
started in 1988 seeking to bring full accountability for prisoners of 
war (POWs) and missing in action (MIA) service members of all 
US wars. Our group rides with them as Desert Thunder.

My War

Persian Gulf War, aka Desert Shield/Storm, may have been swift 
and short but that is mostly thanks to the Vietnam veterans who 
were our leaders. They were going to ensure it wasn’t going to be 
another Vietnam. We lost 383 during our war. On April 12, 1991, 
the treaty was signed and our war ended. America welcomed us 
home with a parade, but in our hearts, we truly were welcoming 
home the veterans of the Vietnam war and all the wars before 
ours. We deeply thank each and every veteran from the past and 
ensure every veteran in the future is welcome home with honors. 
The reason I go to DC every year is to make sure that our future 
generation knows what our war was about and ensure that our 
fallen are remembered. This war has been reviewed on how to 
effectively fight a war.

The history of the Persian Gulf War 

The long-running war between Iran and Iraq ended in a United 
Nation ceasefire in August 1988, even though the two states had 
yet to begin negotiating a permanent peace treaty. Their for-
eign ministers met in Geneva in July 1990. Prospects for peace 
seemed bright. It appeared that Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein was 
prepared to dissolve that conflict and return territory that his forces 
had long occupied. Two weeks later, however, Hussein deliv-
ered a speech in which he accused neighboring nation Kuwait of 
siphoning crude oil from the Ar-Rumaylah oil fields located along 
their common border. He accused Kuwait and Saudi Arabia of 
conspiring to keep oil prices low in an effort to pander to Western 
oil-buying nations thinking that it was his territory, which would 
cancel out $30 billion of Iraq’s foreign debt.  

Did you know? In justifying his invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, 
Saddam Hussein claimed it was an artificial state carved out of 
the Iraqi coast by Western colonialists. In fact, Kuwait had been 
internationally recognized as a separate entity before Iraq itself 
was created by Britain under a League of Nations mandate after 
World War I. In addition to Hussein’s incendiary speech, Iraq had 
begun amassing troops on Kuwait’s border. Alarmed by these 
actions, President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt initiated negotiations 
between Iraq and Kuwait in an effort to avoid intervention by the 
United States or other powers from outside the Gulf region. 

Hussein broke off the negotiations after only two hours, and on 
August 2, 1990, ordered the invasion of Kuwait. Hussein’s as-
sumption that his fellow Arab states would stand by in the face 

VETERANS 
     CORNER

of his invasion of Kuwait, and not call in outside help to stop 
it proved to be a miscalculation. Two-thirds of the twenty-one 
members of the Arab League condemned Iraq’s act of aggression, 
and Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd, along with Kuwait’s government-in-
exile, turned to the United States and other members of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) for support. 

Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait & Allied Response, US President George 
H.W. Bush immediately condemned the invasion, as did the gov-
ernments of Britain and the Soviet Union. On August 3, the United 
Nations Security Council called for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait; 
three days later, King Fahd met with US Secretary of Defense 
Richard Cheney to request US military assistance. On August 8, 
the day on which the Iraqi government formally annexed Ku-
wait—Hussein called it Iraq’s 19th province—the first US Air Force 
fighter planes began arriving in Saudi Arabia as part of a military 
buildup dubbed Operation Desert Shield/Storm. The planes were 
accompanied by troops sent by NATO allies as well as Egypt and 
several other Arab nations, designed to guard against a possible 
Iraqi attack on Saudi Arabia. About 697,000 US troops took part in 
the war, with 383 losing their lives. 

National Desert Storm War Memorial

So, you see that the building of our memorial is just important to 
us as the Vietnam war memorial is to Vietnam veterans, as all 
war memorials are to each war. It’s to remember our fallen. This 
Memorial trip has been happening every year since 2016 and will 
continue till we get our memorial built. If you are interested in our 
work, please visit http://www.ndswm.org/

This 4th of July, remember how you got your freedoms: thank a 
veteran…

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

Sharon K. Harvey
(Ret) Tsgt, Usa/Usaf
“REDHEART”

70 item menu
entertainment thursday thru saturday 

10 tV’s for your faVorite sports
4 Keno screens

fish fry eVery friday

Thursday Bike NiTes
food specials- liVe Bands & dj outside

STREET CLOSED FOR DESIGNATED BIKE PARKING ONLY

110 e. dwight street / oscoda mi 48750 / 989-739-3388
49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 

(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

• bikini Staff
• free bike WaSH
• SpecialS everyday

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live entertainment 5 niGHtS a Week

WINaBIKE
SIGN UP

THURSDAY THRU SUNDAYS
AT STINGERS

FOR DETAILS GO TO 
MOTORCITYHARLEY.COM
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The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW
The New No‐Fault Law: How Are Motorcyclists Affected? 
MICHIGAN NO‐FAULT “REFORM” 
Michigan has enacted a new law that drastically affects No‐Fault auto law.  The alleged reason for this new No‐Fault law is to reduce 
premiums charged to drivers of “motor vehicles” (this means cars, trucks and vans, not motorcycles).  Don’t think your cycle policy 
will now be lower.  Michigan motorists currently pay the highest premiums in the country for their auto insurance because we have 
(had) the benefit of lifelong medical coverage for any care or treatment needed after a motor vehicle crash.   

Only Michigan motor vehicle insurance policies have PIP (Personal Injury Protection aka No‐Fault Coverage). The No‐Fault benefits 
include up to three years of wage loss (presently approx. $5,500 per month), $20 per day for household chores, medical 
transportation/mileage, and all medical bill payment for life.  This part of Michigan No‐Fault law changes July 1, 2020.    

To clear up a big misconception, no, you cannot obtain No‐Fault/PIP coverage on your motorcycle.  PIP coverage is often confused 
with purchasing separate medical coverage on your motorcycle.  Further, a motorcyclist is entitled to PIP/No‐Fault benefits, but only 
when a motor vehicle (car, truck or van) is involved in the crash.    

NEW NO‐FAULT LAW  
In the effort to reduce auto premiums, the legislature provides four coverage choices for No‐Fault PIP medical benefits, with a 
guaranteed reduction in premium for a limited period of time. They are:  

 Unlimited coverage (same as old law) with 10% premium reduction for PIP health benefits 
 $500,000 coverage with 20% premium reduction for PIP health benefits 
 $250,000 coverage with 35% premium reduction for PIP health benefits 
 $  50,000 coverage with 45% premium reduction for PIP health benefits (to some Medicaid recipients) 
 Opt out of this coverage entirely, available to those with other insurance/Medicare covering car accidents injuries. 

Author recommendation: Choose unlimited PIP for your car/truck. It may be the policy from which you claim your No‐Fault PIP in 
your motorcycle crash! 

Author’s analysis: Motorcyclists look to the vehicle that hit them for their No‐Fault benefits. The new law, however, appears to state 
that a motorcyclist will now be subject to whatever the negligent driver chose for his medical coverage. For example, if the negligent 
driver chose the $50,000 coverage, it seems that the motorcyclist is only allotted $50,000 worth of PIP health benefits. Based upon 
my reading of the new law, and my discussion with lawyers well versed in No‐Fault Insurance Law, this seems to be the case.   

New lawsuits now allowed:  An auto victim will now be able to sue the negligent driver for medical bills not covered by No‐Fault.  
Author analysis: The problem is, you are stuck with whatever Bodily Injury liability limits the negligent driver chose.  Instead of going 
in the motorcyclist’s pocket for pain and suffering, the bodily injury coverage will now be used to pay doctors and hospitals.  Because 
of this, it is even more important than ever that motorcyclists purchase uninsured motorists (UM) and underinsured motorist (UIM) 
coverage‐‐ I now recommend $1 million worth of coverage.  This helps protect you and pays your unpaid your medical bills if the 
negligent driver is uninsured or has insufficient insurance—that is, unless your insurance company finds a way to exclude this 
protection; I would not put it past them. 

Attendant Care:  When an auto accident victim is injured to the point he or she cannot take care of their basic needs of daily living 
such as bathing, using the bathroom, getting dressed, walking, and eating, etc., friends/family members are able to be paid a 
reasonable hourly amount for taking care of the victim.  The care could be 24 hours a day, seven days a week and for the remainder 
for the victim’s life, if needed.  24 hour a day/168 hour per week payment was allowed under the old law.  Effective July 1, 2021, this 
new law restricts friend/family‐provided attendant care to 56 hours per week.  
Author’s analysis: I’ve represented many motorcyclists whose family members had to quit their job because they must care for an 
injured motorcyclist.  The care giver relies on this attendant care money to pay their bills.  This change in the law will negatively 
affect injured motorcyclists in a significant way. 

Threshold level injury: Anyone in a “motor vehicle” crash had to prove they suffered a “threshold level injury” to qualify for pain‐
and‐suffering compensation.  The new statute codifies an existing Michigan Supreme Court decision.  The law will require us to 
prove that the victim suffered 1) an impairment that is observable or perceivable from actual symptoms or conditions by someone 
other than the injured person which, 2) affects an important body function, defined as a body function of great value, significance, 
or consequence to the injured person that; and 3) affects the injured person’s general ability to lead his or her normal life, meaning 
it has had an influence on some of the person’s capacity to live in his or her normal manner of living.    

 

The Motorcycle Lawyer on THE LAW
Higher bodily injury limits:  The old law required drivers to carry a minimum of $20,000/$40,000 worth of bodily injury coverage.  
This means $20,000 worth of coverage for any one person injured and up to $40,000 for two or more persons in the same car crash.  
The new law increases those minimum limits to $50,000/$100,000.   
Author analysis: Negligent drivers, if they have insurance, will now have higher insurance limits if they choose the minimum 
coverage.  This is great.  However, as stated above, the bodily injury coverage may have to be used to pay noncovered medical bills 
or to reimburse health insurance liens, leaving the injured biker with little to no recovery for pain and suffering. 

Doctors and hospitals will now be paid less:  Under the old law, doctors were paid a reasonable and customary amount.  The new 
law implements for the first time a No‐Fault fee schedule based on the Medicare fee schedule.  Doctors will be paid within a range of 
190% to 250% of the amount payable under Medicare.  This fee schedule goes into effect July 1, 2021.   The No‐Fault fee schedule 
will pay significantly less than what was paid under the old law.   
Author analysis: Even if the doctor receives double what Medicare pays, most doctors polled state it is not a reasonable amount.  As 
a result, I foresee fewer doctors accepting motor vehicle accident patients, and many rehabilitation facilities closing their doors 
altogether. 

Less injury compensation left for injured biker:  A government agency or a company with a contractual right, sometimes must be 
paid back any money it paid to or for the benefit of an auto accident victim.  This right to recovery of payments made includes 
medical bill payments. If the injured victim receives money damages in the negligence claim/lawsuit, any medical bills not paid by 
No‐Fault may have to be repaid by the victim. Under the old law this was rare because Medicaid or Medicare rarely paid medical 
bills from a crash because the No‐Fault carrier was required to pay them all.   
Author’s analysis: I suspect the injured victim will be confronted with many health care and disability liens and often end up 
receiving nothing because of this new change in the law. Under this new law, Medicare, Medicaid and some commercial health 
insurance plans will now be paying for auto‐related medical treatment. Our commercial health insurance rates most certainly will 
increase, as will the cost of Medicaid and Medicare.  In my opinion, severely injured motorcyclists requiring long‐term care will be 
receiving a lesser quality care since many will only be able to treat with doctors that take Medicaid. 

Summary Analysis:  This new law is great for insurance companies. They will save tons of money. The new law should reduce our 
auto and truck insurance premiums a little but not for almost one year and not indefinitely. It will create a hardship for injured 
motorcyclists and an extreme hardship for severely injured motorcyclists.  It reduces attendant care paid to families from 168 
possible hours to 56 hours per week.  Our health insurance premiums will likely increase. An injured motorcyclist’s pain and 
suffering compensation often will now be reduced to little or nothing because of new medical liens.  Lastly, and worst of all, it seems 
that an injured motorcyclist who once received unlimited medical is now at the mercy of what the negligent driver chose for No‐
Fault PIP coverage leaving the motorcyclist to pay medical bills out of his /her own pocket. I predict bankruptcy filings to increase. 

When new law goes into effect: Most significantly the No‐Fault PIP choice of coverage starts July 1, 2020. The rate reduction is to 
last for eight years.  No‐Fault medical fee schedule is implemented July 1, 2021. 

Action items for choosing insurance July 1, 2020:  It is imperative that you act to protect yourself. Purchase uninsured motorist 
(UM) coverage and underinsured motorist (UIM) coverage on your motorcycle and other motor vehicles. I recommend $1 million 
worth of coverage. Choose unlimited PIP on your personal motor vehicles (your car/truck), because it may be the policy that pays 
your medical bills in your motorcycle crash. Remember, you get your PIP from the motor vehicle involved. If that motor vehicle is 
uninsured, the next place you look for PIP coverage is your car or truck’s insurance, and it will be in the amount you chose, so chose 
unlimited. 

There is more information not covered here, given the limited space. Please visit our website www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com 
for more information on: 

 Changes to Mini Tort law 
 The MCCA: how catastrophic claims are affected 
 Changes related to the doctors insurance companies may use to examine victims 
 Are victims who were receiving attendant care under the old law subject to the new 56‐hour limit?  
 So much more! 

 

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michigan attorney specializing in the areas of motorcycle and motor vehicle 
injury litigation, as well as Michigan’s Motor Vehicle No‐Fault Law. Mr. Waechter has collected millions of 
dollars in settlements, awards and verdicts for his motorcycle clients over the past 25 years. A portion of each 
case settled goes to education resources for bikers, funds to help bikers while their cases are being litigated 
and our motorcycle accident prevention campaign.  Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll‐free at 1‐877‐BIKER 
LAW or visit www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com.  
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Picked up a hitch-hiker. Seemed like a nice guy. 
After a few miles down the road he asked me if I wasn’t afraid 
that he might be a serial killer? 
I told him that the odds of two serial killers being in the exact 
same car was extremely unlikely. 

A teenager, wanting to earn some extra money for the summer, 
after listening to her parents tell her that at her age there were no 
high paying jobs for being on social media practically all day long 
and she needed to go back to “old school” tactics, she decided to 
hire herself out as a “handy gal”. 
She started in a nearby well-to-do neighborhood. She knocked on 
the very first door and asked the owner if he had any “handy gal” 
jobs for her to do.
“Well, I guess we could use someone to paint the porch”, he said. 
“How much will you charge me?”
Delighted, the girl quickly said “How about $50 bucks?” The man 
agreed and told her that the paint brushes and everything she 
needed was in a corner of the garage. The man’s wife, whom had 
overhead the conversation asked her husband, 
“Does she realize that our porch goes all the way around the 
house?” The man replied, “That’s a bit cynical isn’t it?”. The wife 
quickly agreed by saying, “You’re right, my gosh, I guess I’ve just 
heard too many stories from the neighborhood Moms”. 
Later that day the girl came to the door again to collect her 
money. “Wow, finished already?” the husband asked. “Yes” she 
replied, “and I even had enough paint to give it two coats.” 
Impressed the man reached into his pocket and pulled out a $50 
bill, along w/ a $20 for a tip. The girl thanked him and said to 
please refer his friends, and turning away casually stated, “Oh, 
and by the way, it’s not a Porch, it’s a Lexus.” 

Paddy & Mick are in the Pub talking about their sex life when 
Paddy boasts “The wife and me we get it on like rabbits almost 
every night”. “You lucky turd” replies Mick, “I only get it once a 
month, and then I call it ‘The Bruce Lee’ night”. Paddy quickly 
asks, 
“Why the hell do you call it that then?” Mick leans back in his 
barstool and says very seriously, “Aye, because it’s the only night I 
enter the dragon”!!

Sex Education Class: Teacher: Tell me the difference between 
a Callgirl, Girlfriend and Wife. Lil’ Joey yells out, “That’s easy....
Prepaid, Postpaid and Unlimited.  

Pregnancy Q&A (in case you were wondering) 
Q:  Should I have a baby after 35? 
A:  No, 35 children is definitely enough. 

Q:  I’m two months pregnant now. When will my baby move? 
A:  With any luck, right after he graduates. 

Q:  What is the most reliable method to determine a baby’s sex? 
A:  Childbirth. 

Q:  My wife is five months pregnant and so moody
     that sometimes she’s borderline irrational.
A:  So, what’s your question? 

Q:  My childbirth instructor says it’s not pain I’ll feel
     during labor, but pressure. Is she right? 
A:  Yes, in the same way that a tornado might be called 
     an air current. 

Q:  When is the best time to get an epidural? 
A:  Right after you find out you’re pregnant. 

Q:  Is there any reason I have to be in the room while my wife 
     is in labor? 
A:  Not unless the word ‘alimony’ doesn’t give you great concern. 

Q:  Is there anything I should avoid while recovering 
     from childbirth? 
A:  Yes, pregnancy. 

Q:  Do I have to have a baby shower? 
A:  Not if you change the baby’s diaper really fast!

Q:  Our baby was born last week. When will my wife begin 
     to feel normal again? 
A:  Remove the word ‘normal’ from your vocabulary. 

Paddy has broken his leg and Mick comes round to check on 
him. “Aye, says Paddy, I’m glad you’re here. Go grab my slippers 
upstairs will ya’ then, my fookin’ feet are freezing”. Mick goes 
upstairs and passes the open door of Paddy’s twin daughters’ 
room who partied hard the night before, lying in bed barely 
awake. Mick quickly says, “Your Dad sent me up here to have sex 
with the both of you then”. The one says, “Get out with ya’, prove 
it”. Mick yells down, “Paddy, both of them?” Paddy yells back, “Of 
course both of them, what’s the point of fookin’ one?!” 

Things That Make You Go Hmmmm?? 
Why does your OB-GYN leave the room when you 
get undressed, only to sit down in front of you 
and see all you got to see in plain view, when they 
return to the room?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there 
a song about him?

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool 
lane? 

A passenger in a taxi heading for Tampa Airport 
when he leaned over to ask the driver a question 
and gently tapped him on the shoulder to get his 
attention.
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly 
hit a bus, drove up over the curb and stopped just 
inches from a large plate-glass window.
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. 
Then, the shaking driver said, “Are you o.k.? I’m so 
sorry, but you scared the living daylights out of me.”
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the 
driver and said, “I didn’t realize that a mere tap on 
the shoulder would startle someone so badly.” 
The driver replied, “No, no, I’m the one who should 
apologize, it’s entirely my fault. Today is my very 
first day driving a cab. I’ve been driving a hearse for 
the past 25 years.”

GearHead returns home a day early from Sturgis as 
his bike broke down and he caught a lift just inside 
of town, and then grabbed a cab. 
It’s after midnight.
While on his way home, he asks the cabby if he 
would be a witness. The man suspects his wife is 
having an affair, and he wants to catch her in the 
act.
For $100 bucks, the cabby agrees. 
Quietly arriving home, the husband and cabby tip 
toe into the bedroom. 
GearHead switches on the lights, yanks the blanket 
back and there is his wife, in bed with another man, 
just as he suspected! 
GearHead puts his gun to the naked man’s head. 
The wife shouts, 
‘Don’t do it! I lied when I told you I inherited 
money from my Aunt Sarah. 
HE paid for the Audi I gave you on our Anniversary. 
HE paid for our new cabin cruiser. 
HE paid for your season tickets. 
HE paid for our house at the lake. 
HE paid for your African tour with your biker 
buddies and your new ATV. 
HE paid for the custom rims for your Ultra-Glide. 
HE paid for our Family WaterWorld membership
And, HE even pays the monthly dues on the kid’s 
Private schooling. 
Shaking his head from side-to-side, GearHead low-
ers his gun. He looks totally confused over at the 
cabby and says, 
‘What the hell would you do? 
The cabby never skips a beat and replies, ‘I’d cover 
his ass with that blanket before he catches a damn 
cold.’

Mildred, the small town gossip and self-appointed 
monitor of church morals, was always one to stick 
her nose into other people’s business. Most mem-
bers of the congregation did not approve of her 
intrusions, but she was feared due to her lethal 
forked tongue, so everyone maintained their si-
lence. 
She took that fatal step too far one day, when she 
accused “Lightning”, a biker, and new member of 
the Church, of being an alcoholic after she saw his 
old Chevy pickup parked in front of the small town’s 
only bar all morning and late into the night. She 
emphatically told Lightning in front of the entire 
congregation that “Everyone seeing that pickup 
there would know what he was doing”. Fact was, 
Lightning had volunteered to help Gus, the bar 
owner, repair a leaky ceiling in the kitchen. But Gus 
was not a member of the congregation so nothing 
was brought to light. 
Lightning, a man of few words but plenty of action, 
stared at her for a solid minute, then just got up 
and left the church. He said nothing. 
Later that early morning; around 1:00 a.m., Light-
ning parked his pickup directly in front of Mildred’s 
house, walked home, and left it there all night long 
and late into the lunch hour. 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a birthday gift
The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.
When she asked me why, I replied,
“Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought you 
last year!”
Hello! Some people are so dense. 

“Putter” and all his golfing buddies are standing on 
the green while he’s got a very important shot to 
win the game that’s not over 15 feet to the hole; 
straight in. 
“Handicap” yells out, “come on, already, Putter, we 
all want to finish up and grab a drink”. 
Putter replies back, although in a hushed tone, 
“don’t bust my balls here huh? My wife’s up
on the Club’s veranda watching us and I want to 
get it right”. Handicap yells back, 
“Nah, forget about it, that’s way too far off, you’ll 
never hit her from here”. 
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T-SHIRTS, HOODIES, HATS, 
BANDANAS, COOZIES & 

SUBSCRIPTIONS! !
SPECIAL PRIZE 

PACKAGES
EACH MONTH

CONCERT TICKETS & MORE!

SPECIAL PRIZES
T-SHIRTS & MORE!

SPECIAL PRIZE PACKAGES 
EACH MONTH

2019 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

2019 RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST SPONSORS

$500
VACATION CASH!!!  

$50 Gift Card EACH MONTH

2 People will 
each win 

a $100 Gift 
Certificate! 

T-Shirts, Posters & More!

1 NIGHT STAY 
EACH MONTH 

Valid after Labor Day thru Mid-June
*based on resort availability

ON SALE NOWFOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY!!!

GET YOUR 
THUNDERWEAR

TRMI SKULL FACE MASKS $7

SUBSCRIPTION $35

HOODIES S-3XL $35

MEN’S T-SHIRTS S-4XL $20
available in black, white, grey, red, blue & now orange!

4xl available in black only

zIP-UP SWEATSHIRTS S-3XL $47 writing down each sleeve

DICKIES TRMI SHOP SHIRTS S-2XL $35
*ladies- these are men’s sizes, order a size smaller,

if you wear a medium in women’s order small

T-SHIRTS S-3XL $15 available in black, pink, white, heather sapphire, orange & red bling shirts s-2xl $25ladies tanks s-l $15 black onlyview image online

CUSTOM CUT LADIES T’S S-3XL $25available in black, white, grey, red, blue & now orange!

6 pack coolers $12bandanas $7bumper stickers $2coozies $3patches $10 view images online

LONG SLEEvE SHIRTS S-3XL $27available in black, white, grey

NEW

vIEW IMAGES OF ALL COLORS ONLINETO ORDER YOUR Subscription & THUNDERWEAR GO TO
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

 >click on store >click on thunder store then select merchandise 

check out with paypal- safe & secureor for subsriptions
mail check or money order for $35 to po box 1782, midland, mi 48641-1782

make payable to thunder roads michigan 
& please indicate which month to start subscription

Comp Tickets- Good For One 
Daily Admission Or $15 Off 

Weekend Pass (one per person)

Here’s the details
1.	Go to any stop listed on “The Stops” pages with a Ride Card image by it- 

they have Ride Cards, where other stops do not.  If you already have your 
card from a previous year, you DO NOT need to register again.  The Ride 
Cards DO NOT EXPIRE so hold on to it.  The information that you provide 
when you sign-up for your FREE Ride Card only goes to me and will NOT 
be used for any other purpose than this contest.  You will not have to pro-
vide any other personal information again after this.  You will be handed 
your FREE Ride Card right then.  It has a unique number on it- take note 
because that is YOURS and ONLY YOURS. 

2.	Once you have your Ride Card go to any or all of the stops listed this month 
and show them your card!  There are also event stops each month that you 
can check in at.  Each Stop you hit will write your unique Ride Card number 
down.  Let them know if you spent over $10 there, because your Ride Card 
number will get counted twice!

3.	Then pick up the following months issue to see if your Ride Card number 
is listed as a winner.  You must check this each month as Thunder Roads 
staff WILL NOT CONTACT YOU and let you know you won.  If your Ride 
Card number is listed as a winner then follow the simple instructions listed 
on the WINNERS page to claim your prize.  Please note:  You only have 45 
days to claim your prize from the 1st the month it is listed in the magazine.  

*Make sure to pick-up your copy each month of Thunder Roads 
or visit the website ThunderRoadsMichigan.com or check Face-
book:  Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan to see to see if your 
Ride Card # is listed as a winner from stops you made the previ-
ous month!  (You will need to show them your Ride Card # along 
with the winning Ride Card # list to claim your prize).

Few Facts
●● Winners are randomly picked from each Registration/Ride Stops, Ride 
Stops & Event Stops each month.

●● The more places you check-in the greater your chances are of winning a 
prize from that stop, multiple prizes and/or one of our sponsors prizes!

●● If you spend $10 or more at any Stop your Ride Card number gets counted 
twice!  Please note:  The reason why this contest is FREE to you is because 
of our sponsors and stops. So we want to encourage everyone to support 
them in return.  That is why we count your Ride Card number twice if you 
spend $10 or more.

●● You can check-in 1 time each week at each Stop.
●● Riders are able to win multiple prizes - based upon the drawing of their 
check-in.

●● Some prize drawings are specific to only check-ins for the particular month 
- while others prizes are drawn from check-in’s all summer Ride n’ Win 
season long.

The 6th Annual

2019 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

It’s really that simple!
1.	 Get Your Own Unique Michigan Ride Card    

(It Does Not Expire).
2.	 Get the list of Stops each month from  

Thunder Roads Magazine or the website. 
3.	 Ride out to these stops and show them your 

Ride Card.
4.	 And then you could win cool prizes, including 

cold hard CASH!

Just Get Out & RIDE!

More Prizes!
More Sponsors!
More Chances 

to Win!

SPECIAL GIVEAWAYS & FUN 
PRIZES EACH MONTH

®

MIDLAND  •  989.835.6701

(989) 631- 0121
$300 Off Rustproofing

PLUS
GREAT PRIZES
GIVEN AT EACH 

STOP!!!



2019 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

JULY 2019 STOPS MAP
ALL STOPS REG. FOR FREE RIDE CARD

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

MICHIGAN’S #1 MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE

Ride Safe 
and 

Responsibly

Check 
Next Month’s Issue 

To See If 
You Won!

2019 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

THE STOPS
For the month of July check- in at any of these stops (up to 1 time per week) and you could win the prize at that stop.  Don’t have a Ride card?  You can sign-up for your FREE Ride Card 
at any of the stops listed with a Ride Card next to it (Ride Cards from previous years are still good as they DO NOT EXPIRE).  Then check-in at ANY STOP with your Ride Card to win that 
prize.  Make sure to pick up the next months issue (or view the magazine online at www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com) or Facebook:  Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan to see if your 
Ride Card number is listed as a winner from this month’s stops.  Sponsor prizes are randomly picked from event stops and the stops listed below. Special Inside Tip... some stops get 
many check-in’s and some stops only get a couple of people that check-in each month, which means you have an excellent chance of winning! 

702 Bar & Grill (1)
702 S. Jefferson Ave, Midland, MI 48640.  (989) 835-
2851 Hours:  M-F 10:30 am- 2:30 am, Sat & Sun Noon- 
2:30 am.  1 person wins a $25 Gift Card each month. 
Bike Nights Wednesday 6 pm- 9 pm $3 burgers, $6.50 
pitchers, Th Karaoke, Fri/Sat live bands.

After Dark Fantasies (2)
152 E. Saginaw Rd Suite 1, Sanford, MI 48657.  (989) 
687-9669 Hours:  Sun 11- 6 pm, M-Th 10 am- 9 pm, 
Fri/Sat 10 am-10 pm.  2 winners each month of a $50 
mystery gift bag.
Biker 20% discount – mention Thunder Roads, loyalty 
rewards, small business with the best customer 
service, friendly & knowledgeable.  

Bad River Bar & Grill (3)
103 N. Saginaw St, Saint Charles, MI 48655.  (989) 
865-6500 Hours:  M-Sat 11 am- 2 am, Sun Noon- 
Midnight.  1 person wins a $20 gift card each month.  
Great food, daily drink specials, great service & a great 
ride from anywhere in Michigan!

Baldwin Bowling Center (A) 
708 Michigan Ave, Baldwin, MI 49304.  (231) 745-4403 
Hours:  11 am- 11 pm daily.  1 person wins a $20 gift 
card each month. Bike night Wednesday, great food, 
biker owned, outdoor patio.

Dan Dan The Mattress Man (M)
802 Ashman St, Midland, MI 48640.  (989) 832-1866 
Hours: M & Th 9-7, T, W, F 9-6, Sat 10-5, Sun closed.  
1 person wins a candle each month. Great prices, 
Great selection, Great Customer Service.

Decker’s Lounge (4)
402 E. Ellsworth, Midland, MI 48640.  (989) 835-7592 
Hours:  M-Sat 11 am- 2 am, Sun Noon- Midnight.  1 
person wins $20 Gift Card each month. Bike Day 
Sunday – All Day/ $5 deluxe burgers/ $4 Rebel Yell, 
Wednesday steak night only $6.50, Great Burgers, 
outdoor patio.

Ghost Town Saloon (B) 
6422 Pingree Rd, Elwell, MI 48832.  (989) 463-4693 
Hours:  M-Th 11 am- 10 pm, Fri & Sat 11 am- 1 am, 
Sun Noon- 8 pm.  1 person wins a $20 gift card each 
month. Bike Nights Thursday 6 pm-10 pm.  Outdoor 
patio, great food, corn hole, horseshoe pits.

Great Lakes Harley-Davidson (C) 
3850 S. Huron Rd (M-13), Bay City, MI 48706.  (989) 
686-0400 Hours:  M-10 am- 7 pm, T-F 10 am- 6 pm, 
Sat 10-3, Sun closed. 1 person wins a $25 gift card 
each month. Great selection of new/used bikes & 
accessories- located in the heart of the tri-cities. (See 
ad this issue)

Hell Saloon (D)
4095 Patterson Lake Rd, Pinckney (Hell), MI 48169.  
734-648-0669 Hours:  Open daily at 11 am, T, W, Th 
until midnight, Fri & Sat until 2 am, Sun & Mon until 10 
pm. 1 person wins an awesome Hell Saloon T-shirt. 

Rocco’s Bar & Grill (8)
692 West Center, Essexville, MI 48732.  (989) 778-
1399 Hours:  M/T 10:30 am-8 pm, W/Th 10:30 am-11 
pm, Fri/Sat 10:30 am- 2:30 am, Sun Noon- 8 pm.  1 
person wins a $20 gift card each month.  Bike Night 
Thursdays -half lb burger/dom beer for $6.50, Fish fry 
Fri perch/ cod 4-9 pm, grilled steak dinners Sat 4-9 
pm, Karaoke Fri/Sat

Shiawassee Harley-Davidson (I)
11901 N. Beyer Rd, Birch Run, MI 48415.  (989) 624-
4400 Hours:  M-F 9-6, Sat 9-4, Sun 10-3.  1 person 
wins a $25 gift card each month. We are Michigan’s 
All Amercian dealer, easy on/off I-75 Birch Run exit. 

Sholty’s Bar (J)  
1819 S. Washington Ave, Lansing, MI 48910.  (517) 
372-3559 Hours:  Sun-Th 11 am- Midnight, Fri & Sat 
11 am- 2 am.  50 cents off drinks if you ride in.
Bike Nights Wednesday.  Karaoke Tues 8 pm- 
midnight.  Awesome Patio, cheapest drinks in town, 
ice cold beer.

Shot n Shell Bar (9)
201 Woodside Ave, Essexville, MI 48732.  (989) 
894—4290 Hours:  Sun noon- 2 am, M-Sat 10 am- 2 
am.  1 person wins a $20 gift card each month. Bike 
Nights Wednesday & free pool, great food, outdoor 
seating with entertainment on weekends in summer.

Sidney Tavern (o)
3045 S. Derby Rd, Sidney, MI 48885.  (989) 328-5008 
Hours:  Sun noon- 10 pm, M-Th 11 am- midnight, Fri/
Sat 11 am- 2 am.  1 person wins a $25 gift card each 
month. Bike Night Thursday, check in 5 times any day 
of the week and receive a free drink of your choice 
(free drink given on Thursdays only)

Stables Martini & Cigar Bar (a)
804 E. Midland St, Bay City, MI 48706. (989) 891-0100 
Hours: T- Sun 4 pm-?  1 person wins $20 gift card each 
month. Cigars, food, music nightly, outdoor patio, pool 
table.

The Blue Bar & Restaurant (b) 
1981 N. Winn Rd, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858.  (989) 
644-8301 Hours:  3 pm- close daily.  1 person wins a 
$10 gift card each month. Great food, great ride from 
anywhere.

The Evening Post Bar & Grill (N)
114 W. 4th St, Clare, MI 48617. (989) 386-5990 
Hours:  M-Sat 8 am-11 pm, Sun 10 am- 10 pm.  1 
person wins a $20 gift card each month.
Awesome food, patio, Bike Night August 6th.

The Rusty Nail (d)
10002 Carson City Rd (M57), Carson City, MI 48811.  
(989) 584-3313 Hours: Daily 6 am-9 pm or later.  1 
person wins a $20 gift card each month. Bike Night 
Wednesday $2 domestic beer all day & night, outdoor 
patio, great food.

Great atmosphere, Hell themed fun, bike, horse, kayak 
& “whip” friendly!  Sun live music 2-6, Fri & Sat bands 
9pm- 1 am.  

Hi-Way Inn (E) 
715 Kosciusko St, Manistee, MI 49660.  (231) 398-
9188 Hours:  M-Sat 11- 2 am, Sun Noon-midnight.  1 
person wins a $15 Gift Card each month. Bike Nights 
Tuesday 5-9 pm/Chicken Tacos $1/Free Pool/Open 
Mic, Happy Hour M-Th 11- 7 pm, Th Beef Tacos $1.  It’s 
5:00 Somewhere, Ice Cold Beer.

Iron Horse Bar & Grill (h)
3592 Main St, Akron, MI 48701.  (989) 691-5761 
Hours:  Everyday 11am-2am.  1 person wins all you 
can eat wings each month. Bike Night Wednesdays- 
specials, happy hour, thumbs largest biker bar. (See ad 
this issue).

Knoll View Golf (F) 
1020 E. Huron (US-23), Omer, MI 48749.  (989) 876-
4653 Hours:  Daily 8 am- 9 pm.  1 person wins $20 gift 
card each month. Bike Nights Saturday 4 pm- 9pm $2 
domestics, patio seating, drink & food specials, biker 
owned, draft beer, bikers welcome anytime. 

McNastys Saloon (G) 
19300 Waltz Rd, New Boston, MI 48164.  (734) 753-
4900 Hours:  M 10am-10pm, T-Sat 10 am-2 am, Sun 
noon-10pm.  1 person wins a $20 gift card each month. 
Great food, Great People, Great Times!  Family owned 
with a Cheers atmosphere, try their fried pickle spears! 
A nice ride from anywhere.

Midland Brewing Company (5)
5011 N. Saginaw Rd, Midland, MI 48642.  (989) 259-
7210 Hours:  Sun 11-8 pm, M-Th 11- 10 pm, Fri/Sat 
11-11 pm.  1 person wins a $25 gift card each month. 
Best patio in town, cornhole, firepit, great food & beer.

Remus Tavern (H) 
118 W. Wheatland Ave, Remus, MI 49340.  (989) 
967-8304 Hours:  Every Day 8:30 am-11 pm.  1 person 
wins a $20 gift card each month. Full menu with great 
food; burritos, burgers, lake perch, daily drink specials, 
& breakfast.

Riverdale Tavern (6)
6681 NW Lumberjack Rd, Riverdale, MI 48877.  (989) 
833-7042 Hours:  Mon-Sat 8 am- 10 pm, Sun Noon- 
8pm.  1 person wins a $10 gift card each month. Bike 
Night Wednesdays, outdoor area, 50 cent wings, 
monster ½ lb footlongs- dress your dog.

River Rock Bar & Grill (7)
210 N. Mill St, St. Louis, MI 48880.  (989) 681-2851 
Hours:  M-W 7am-10pm, Th 7 am- midnight, Fri/Sat 
7am-2am, Sun 7am-9pm.  1 person wins a $20 gift 
card each month.
Bike Night Wednesdays with Food & Drink Specials, 
Bike Parking front or back patio area, great food, cold 
beer.

continued



July 26 & 27, 2019 

the place to shop, dine & unwind! 

(231) 627-9931· cheboyganmusicfest.com 

Rockin’ Rivertown Ride                                                   
& Music Festival                                          

 MUSIC 

 POKER RUN 

 ROLLING  
THUNDER  
PARADE 

 BIKE SHOW 

“Happy Fourth of July “… or are we not allowed to say that now? 
It’s been 75 years since the parents of the Baby-Boomer generation went to war. 
One of the biggest battles fought was the D-Day invasion. 
Today we have our own D-Day invasion going on—it’s called the dumbing-down 
of our kids and grandkids, aka Common Core. A poll was taken recently, and the 
younger generations were asked what D-Day was. Surprisingly, almost 90% of 
those asked did not know! 
When they were asked “Why do we celebrate the 4th of July,” some answers 
were “…something about rocket’s red glare,” and “because it’s on the calendar.” 
Another favorite reply: “School’s out and we graduated, so we are celebrating.” 
Too bad our schools let these kids graduate. They flunked history. 
Now, for those of us who enjoy the freedom of the wind in our hair, sun on our face, 
and the feeling of the open road, be forever mindful of the road in front of you. All 
though we all like green, I prefer it in my wallet or bank account, and NOT grass 
clippings on the road. We have already had some fellow riders go down because 
of grass in the road, so be careful. 
Personally, I would like to see a state law on the books to make grass on the road 
Illegal. Call your legislators; we CAN make this happen! The people who blow 
grass clippings into the road have no common sense or decency toward the safety 
of others, so it’s up to us to do it for them. 
As for the Fourth of July celebration, please BE SAFE and enjoy the fireworks. 
Maybe tell your kids, grandkids, and even (if you have them, like me) great-grand-
kids the true meaning of the July Fourth Independence Day celebration. Like the 
old saying: “If we do not remember the past, we are doomed to repeat it.” 
Remember to thank a vet—a simple “THANK YOU” means a lot. 
Have a Happy 4th and, as always, may God bless you.
Earl Lackie
Candidate for the 5th Congressional District
United States Congress

Not
Politically
Correct

Earllackieforcongress.com 49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

• bikini Staff
• free bike WaSH
• SpecialS everyday

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live entertainment 5 niGHtS a Week

WINaBIKE
SIGN UP

THURSDAY THRU SUNDAYS
AT STINGERS

FOR DETAILS GO TO 
MOTORCITYHARLEY.COM

2019 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

BELOW IF YOU SEE YOUR RIDE CARD NUMBER LISTED 
NEXT TO A LOCATION THEN 

GO TO THAT LOCATION WITH THIS THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE 
& YOUR RIDE CARD 

AND CLAIM YOUR PRIZE THERE!  
YOU HAVE ONLY 45 DAYS FROM THE 1ST OF THIS MONTH

IF YOU SEE YOUR RIDE CARD LISTED BELOW AND THERE IS NOT 
A LOCATION BY IT THEN 

YOU NEED TO CALL 989-486-8464
YOU MUST PROVIDE YOUR RIDE CARD NUMBER, NAME, ADDRESS AND 
PHONE NUMBER SO I CAN LET YOU KNOW WHAT YOU WON AND I MAY 

HAVE TO SEND YOU YOUR PRIZE!

702 Bar & Grill
AfterDark Fantasies
Bad River Bar & Grill
Baldwin Bowling Center
Dan Dan the Mattress Man
Decker’s Lounge
Ghost Town Saloon
Great Lakes Harley-Davidson 
Hell Saloon
Hi-Way Inn
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
Knollview Golf
McNastys Saloon
Midland Brewing Company
Remus Tavern
Riverdale Tavern
River Rock Bar & Grill
Rocco’s Bar & Grill

Shiawassee Harley-Davidson  
Sholty’s Bar
Shot n Shell Bar
Sidney Tavern
Stables
The Blue Bar & Restaurant
The Evening Post Bar & Grill 
The Rusty Nail
Wet Spot/Beach House
Wil-Lew Lounge
Woody’s Bancroft Tavern
Zone 18 Bar & Grill
CALL OR EMAIL TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE
CALL OR EMAIL TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE
CALL OR EMAIL TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE
CALL OR EMAIL TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE
CALL OR EMAIL TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE

11602
NO CHECK-IN BY 10TH

13796
16718

NO CHECK-IN BY 10TH
05357
05566
12614
17271
17088
11245
12071
07637

NO CHECK-IN BY 10TH
16533
14267
05597
07409

06439
10657
07409
11808

NO CHECK-IN BY 10TH
16112

NO CHECK-IN BY 10TH
11812
09179
07409
12552

NO CHECK-IN BY 10TH
11969
11970
16529
16708
09203

WINNING
RIDE CARD #

WINNING
RIDE CARD #

JUNE winners

CLAIM YOUR PRIZE

JUNE stops JUNE stops

MAKE SURE TO CHECK NEXT MONTH TO SEE IF YOU WON AT ANY OF THE STOPS YOU CHECKED IN AT THIS MONTH

Wet Spot Bar (aka Beach House) (e)
198 N. Shore Dr, Crystal, MI 48891.  (989) 235-4969 
Hours:  Sun noon-11 pm, M-Th 11:30 am- 11 pm, Fri/
Sat 11:30 am- 2 am.  1 person wins a $20 gift card 
each month. Great food, outdoor patio

Wil-Lew Lounge (g)
3005 E. Midland Rd, Bay City, MI 48706.  (989) 684-
9109 Hours: M-Fri 11 am-?, Sat/Sun 7 am- ?.  1 person 

wins a $20 gift card. Patio, Great food, Taco Tues, 
Wedns 50 cent Wings/Trivia, Music Th-Sat 8 pm/ Sun 
6 pm- 10 pm

Woody’s Bancroft Tavern (K) 
119 Warren St, Bancroft, MI 48414.  (989) 634-5455 
Hours:  M-Sat 11 am-close, Sun Noon- 10 pm. 1 person 
wins a $25 gift card each month. Bike Day Sundays 
Noon- ½ Lb Burger & Fries with Domestic Draft $10

Zone 18 Bar & Grill (L) 
700 East Houghton Lake Dr, Prudenville, MI 48651.  
(989) 366-7750 Hours:  M-Th 11 am- Midnight, Fri & 
Sat 11 am- 1 am, Sun Noon- Midnight. 1 person wins a 
$20 gift card each month. Bike Nights Wednesday, 75 
cent wings, Long Island Ice Tea specials.

THE STOPS continued
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•	BAY	CITY’S	HARLEY-DAVIDSON®	DEALERSHIP													
OFF	I-75	AT	EXIT	164

•	DYNO	TuNINg,	FuLL	SERVICE,	PARTS	&	APPAREL
•	SPECIALIzINg	IN	ONLY	HARLEY-DAVIDSONS®

  sponsored by

3850 S. Huron Rd. (M-13) • Bay City MI 48706 
989-686-0400 • www.greatlakeshd.com 

MON 10-7 / Tue-FRI 10-6 / SaT 10-3 / SuN ClOSed

TRI-COUNTY MICHIGAN H.O.G. CHAPTER #2250 PRESENTS
THE	14TH	ANNuAL		

TEDDY BEAR RIDE
SATuRDAY	AuguST	3	2019

MEET	FOR	REgISTRATION	AT	gREAT	LAKES	HARLEY-DAVIDSON®	
BETWEEN	1:00	PM	-	2:45	PM		KICKSTANDS	uP	AT	3:00	PM	

This Is an Open event To Benefit Covenant Kids!  
everyone Rides!  Rain Or Shine!

®

TheOldhickOryBar.cOm
7071 BenneTT lake rd / FenTOn mi 48430

Take the backway in for an AMAZING Ride!

Weekday ~ Lunch Specials
THURSday ~ karaoke
SUnday Fun day ~ Free Pool
aLL Weekend Long 
dinner, dJ & dancing
kITCHen IS oPen LaTe FRI / SaT

CLASSIC CAR CRUZ
EvEry SECOND ThurSDay Of EaCh MONTh

Try our unique Menu iTeMs

sTArTinG MArCH 2nD

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

Crazy 
SPECIaLS

$2.75 doMeStic
$3 Well / $4 call

$5 bUrGerS 

live
entertainMent
5 niGHtS a Week

2 WHEEL WEEKENDS
SAT & Sun only

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!

Teddy Bears  
for Covenant for Kids

Every year, Tri-County Michigan H.O.G. Chapter #2250 presents a Teddy 
Bear Run. The purpose of the run is to put a smile on the face of a child at 
Covenant Hospital for Kids in Saginaw. At least 1600 children benefit from 
the Teddy Bear Run every year, with over 20,000 Teddy Bears donated 
over the past 13 years. With 2019 being their 14th year donating, they 
are excited to once again come to the rescue of a sick or injured child.  

The run is a motorcycle event open to the public (anyone can ride!) and 
begins at Great Lakes Harley-Davidson (their sponsor) located at 3850 
S. Huron Road, Bay City, MI on Saturday, August 3, 2019. Registra-
tion takes place between 1–2:45 p.m. with kickstands up at 3 p.m. The 
ride is police-patrolled and traffic-directed at major intersections. You 
can expect over 200 motorcycles adorned with teddy bears and other 
stuffed animals. 

This year includes a new route, which captures fifty scenic miles and 
arrives Covenant at 4 p.m. for the Teddy Bear presentation to the hos-
pital. Some lucky riders even have an opportunity to enter the hospital 
and present their teddy bears in person. Upon completion, everyone 
is invited to Patty Fleming’s, 6540 State St, Saginaw, MI (where the 
ride will end) for food and drink specials and a social time.  

If you don’t ride a motorcycle and want to help with a donation of a 
teddy bear, stuffed animal, or monetary contribution, you can always 
drop them off at Great Lakes Harley-Davidson, beginning July 1. 
There will be a box inside the dealership for your drop-offs.

Tri-County Michigan H.O.G. Chapter #2250 and Great Lakes Har-
ley-Davidson are the largest donors to Covenant for Kids. This ride 
provides enough Teddy Bears and stuffed animals to Covenant Kids 
for AN ENTIRE YEAR! 

The cost?  A Teddy Bear, a stuffed animal (wrapped in plastic, if possible) 
or a cash donation. 

So come on! LET’S RIDE FOR THE KIDS!

Kathy (Shots) Smith
Director
Tri-County MI H.O.G. Chapter #2250

  

Tri-County MI HOG Chapter #2250 
Presents the 14th Annual 

TEDDY BEAR RIDE SATURDAY AUGUST 3rd, 2019 Leaves from Great Lakes Harley-Davidson 3850 South Huron Road, Bay City, MI 48706 
All bears will be donated to 

EACH YEAR THIS EVENT PROVIDES COVENANT HEALTHCARE WITH ENOUGH TEDDY BEARS AND STUFFED ANIMALS FOR EACH CHILD THAT HAS TO BE IN THE PEDIATRIC UNIT. 
REGISTER AT GREAT LAKES H-D        1PM-2:45PM RIDE LEAVES GREAT LAKES H-D   3PM ARRIVE AT COVENANT    4PM DEPART COVENANT         4:30PM ARRIVE AT PATTY FLEMING’S                      4:45PM 

Patty Fleming’s will be offering drink & food specials for participants.                         
6540 State St. -Saginaw 

DROP OFF A NEW TEDDY BEAR OR STUFFED ANIMAL TO OUR SPONSOR 
GREAT LAKES HARLEY- DAVIDSON ANYTIME. PLEASE WRAP YOUR BEAR 
IN A PLASTIC BAG IF BRINGING BY MOTORCYCLE ON DAY OF THE RIDE. CASH DONATIONS ACCEPTED 

OPEN EVENT 

***NEW POLICE ESCORTED BIKE ROUTE*** 
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Saturday & Sunday
July 20th & 21St

18th annual 
niles Burn run

Saturday 9am-10pm Bike / Car Show & MuSiC
Join us Saturday 

at RiveRfRont PaRk 10am-11pm 
Bike Show ~ Food ~ live BandS ~ vendorS 

ride on Sunday 
Police, fire & eMS escorted

Regisistration 9am ~ Ride Leaves at noon
$20 Bike / $30 with Rider if PRe-RegiSteRed By June 24th 

afteR then $25 Bike / $35 with Rider 
for more info

visit website www.nilesburnrun.com 
or Facebook or twitter

Saturday auguSt 17th
Blacktop Saints riding Club 

Mad ride
 to Make a difference for 

the great lakes Burn Camp
Starts at Zeigler Motorsports  

5001 Park Circle dr. kalamazoo, Mi. 49048, 
off Sprinkle Rd., south of i-94

Registration starts at 10:30am ~ kick stand up at noon 
$20 per rider/ $10 per passenger

north through scenic gun Lake & gull Lake area.  
Stops at Lucky’s Roadhouse & the dock at Bayview 

& finishing at J. B. Whiskey’s 
with Live MuSiC & PRiZeS

all ProCeedS go to a Burn CaMP For kidS 
oPerated By the great lakeS Burn CaMP

Sunday, Sunday, Sunday auguSt 4th
escort kids to Camp

great lakes Burn Camp
Meet at Wings stadium

3600 vanrick drive (Sprinkle Road), kalamazoo Mi 
Registration 10am-12:30pm ~ Ride Leaves 1pm

PrizeS ~ Food ~ 50/50 
for more info call Bill 517-206-1115

Saturday July 13th
3rd annual 

nozzlemen M/C Chapter 4
Poker run

Starts / ends at uncle Lyles
108 tecumseh St, dundee, Mi

Register 11am - 1pm 
all Welcome, Food, 50/50, Prizes & more

Pre-Register by 6/29 $25 driver, $40 Rider/Passenger 
or day of event $30/$50

for more info call dave (Pappy) 734-735-7831

Sunday July 14th
Red Knights Firefighters

M/C Poker run
Meet at Wolverine Hd

44660 n. gratiot ave., Clinton twp, Mi 48036
Register 11am-12:30pm, $15 per bike / $10 rider

food, door Prizes, 50/50, Music & More
for more info call Chris 586-557-0892

facebook: Red Knights Firefighters M/C MI 5 Events

Wild and 		
			     Three

Since late 2017, Big Guy and I have 
been rockin’ the roads on our Tri-
Glide. We love finding new places 
to drink and eat, to meet up with old 
friends, and make new ones. Noth-
ing better than following the asphalt 
on a sunny day and seeing where we 
end up. No bad destinations on two 
wheels, right? 

In early June, we got back from 
Ohio Bike Week. Sandusky sure has 

changed since we lived there forty years ago. The once-rugged blue-
collar downtown has transformed into a revitalized community, full of 
great restaurants, craft beer breweries, and sleek condos overlooking 
Lake Erie. During our visit the roads were also packed with motorcycles 
from all over the US; there to see and be seen, visit dealers, buy from 
vendors, and have some summer fun. 

After some time in Sandusky, we detoured down to Athens to ride 
Ohio’s Windy 9. Terrific riding; I never knew Ohio had so many beautiful 
hills. And—of course—on our way home, we spent a couple of days 
camping in Hell, MI so our bikes could get blessed. More trip details 
next month…

Can’t help but remember what we were doing in July 2018. This time 
last summer we were all about getting ready for our trip to Sturgis, South 
Dakota. Our dearest friends, also bikers, were sharing our adventure, 
so we opted for staying in a cabin on-site at Full Throttle Saloon, the 
world’s largest biker bar. (see the pic below) I shared the story about 
Big Guy’s missing wallet with you last month; that sure started our trip 
off with a bang. While in Sturgis for the ten-day event, we spent time 
exploring all the fabulous riding in that area. Devil’s Canyon? Check. 
Needles Highway? Check. Mount Rushmore? Check. 

The South Dakota roads were packed with riders from all over the 
world, including large contingents of bikers from outside the US. It was 
a real experience to walk through the streets of Sturgis and hear Span-
ish, Italian, German, and various Asian dialects spoken with authentic 
accents. Guess it goes to prove motorcycle-riding really is international 
– and riding with the wind needs no translation!

Readers, hope you are counting down the days to the Denise Dehn 
Memorial Ride (formerly the LUV Ride), held on August 10. Registration 
starts at 9:30/last bikes out at 11:00 a.m. Price is $15 for a solo rider, 
and $25 for rider and passenger. Staging area is Midland Eagles park-
ing lot, located at 2934 E. Monroe Road, Midland. Questions 
– call Midland Eagles @ 989-631-7270. The 
ride is carefully planned every year, and the 
funds raised go to support children with can-
cer. Eagle Riders of F.O.E. Aerie #2110 would 
love to ride with you.

Stay alert on those roads—look twice and 
save a life!

Midland Eagle Riders Aerie 2110
2934 East Monroe Rd.

Midland, MI  48642
(989) 631-7270

Barb & Big Guy

JULY 2019  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 27www.thunderroadsmichigan.com



2019 Schedule Of eventS
All times are: Signup / Practice / Race

june 15 & 16
June 15  - Short Track 3/5/7 • June 16 - TT Scrambles 8/10/12

july 12, 13, 14, 27 & 28
July 12 - Short Track 4/6/8 • July 13 - Short Track 3/5/7

July 14 - TT Scrambles 8/10/12 • July 27 - Short Track 3/5/7
July 28 - TT Scrambles 8/10/12

auguSt 24 & 25
August 24 - Short Track 3/5/7

August 25 - TTScrambles 8/10/12

Lucky Thumb Motorcycle Club 
7394 Bevens Road Deford, MI 48729 810-404-2895

3 Miles N of M46 & M53 Intersection, then W on Snover Road 2.5 Miles

luckythumbMotorcycleclub.com  
49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 

(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

• bikini Staff
• free bike WaSH
• SpecialS everyday

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live entertainment 5 niGHtS a Week

WINaBIKE
SIGN UP

THURSDAY THRU SUNDAYS
AT STINGERS

FOR DETAILS GO TO 
MOTORCITYHARLEY.COM

The Isabella County Child Advocacy Center
to benefit

DAYTIME ACTIVITIES ON THE ROAD
REGISTRATION AT SOARING EAGLE CASINO AND RESORT 10AM – 11AM

BIKE BLESSING 11AM | KICKSTANDS UP AT 11:30AM
$25 FOR SINGLE RIDER, $35 FOR DOUBLE

PRE-REGISTER BY JULY 22 FOR $5 OFF AND A FREE T-SHIRT
 signup.com/go/Fwuqdiu

PRICE INCLUDES: BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER APPETIZERS

ENJOY A 77-MILE SCENIC RIDE THROUGH THE COUNTRY
ALL BIKES WELCOME – RAIN OR SHINE

(IN CASE OF RAIN, VEHICLES ARE WELCOME)
POKER RUN

EVENING ACTIVITIES AT SOARING EAGLE CASINO AND RESORT BEGIN AT 5PM
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

RAFFLES & PRIZES
VENDORS

FLASH TATTOOS FOR PURCHASE
CASH BAR

at Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort | Mount Pleasant, MI 
Saturday, August 3, 2019

FOR VENDOR SPACE, CONTACT BRAD AT (989) 317-8791.

Sponsored by

Motorcycle Rally

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!
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To say I was mesmerized would be an understate-
ment. I won’t soon forget the first time I encountered 
a feeding school of dolphin (mahi-mahi) on a boat. I’d 
like to compare the experience to a wide-eyed child, 
seeing Dorothy wake up in Oz for the first time, turn-
ing a dark and drab world into one of vibrant color 
and life. It was like a psychedelic dream of darting 
blues and greens and yellows, contrasting the emer-
ald blue Atlantic Ocean, like little blunt-nosed bullets 
frantically scattering to and fro. 
We’d been looking for hours, skirting weed line af-
ter weed line, looking for signs of life. Twelve miles 
into the Atlantic Ocean, off the shore of West Palm 
Beach, can be a lonely place, with the tallest of build-
ings merely a speck on the horizon to the west. It’s 
not hard to lose yourself so far from land. Surrounded 
by deep blue ocean, tan Sargasso seaweed patches 
floating on the surface and a big blue endless sky, 
it’s easy to feel small. Few boats venture out this far, 
with most weekend warriors contented with drag-
ging rigged ballyhoo over the 120-ft reef to scare up 
a kingfish or drop sardines to the waiting mouths of 
snapper and grouper. Normally, we would fall into the 
same pattern but today, Captain Charlie asked, “You 
want to run?” We decided to give it a go, he throttled 
up and off we went, kissing the tops of the waves as 
we passed. 
When we reached far enough, Charlie throttled down 
the engines and we got to work, Tom, Charlie and I, 
started rigging the trolling rods and planning our at-
tack. There were weed lines and patches as far as 
the eye can see. When chasing dolphin, anything 
floating is a good thing. I’ve heard stories of people 

You Want 
to Run? by Ben Schanz

photos 
Jerrett Montgomery

catching slammer-sized dolphin under a length of 
rope floating far out at sea. Something as mundane 
and out of place as a length of rope can attract bait 
fish and in turn, lure the predators out of the depths. 
Another thing you should look for when fishing off-
shore are birds because the birds follow bait. Today, 
we saw no birds, but decided to troll up and down 
the weed lines to see if anything wanted to come out 
and play. As Charlie maneuvered the boat between 
the weed patches, Tom and I tossed chunks of bait 
at them to see if anything came out from the cover 
of weeds and ate the bait. After what seemed like a 
lifetime, someone said it.
“Dolphin.” 
Charlie set the throttle levers in neutral and began 
cranking up the trolling rods as Tom and I grabbed 
spinning rods and put a small chunk of bait on our 
hooks. As soon as Tom’s hit the water he called, “fish 
on!” He fought the fish for a short time before it gave 
in and stopped the struggle. I watched my baited 
hook slowly sink, with small fish grabbing it, but not 
getting it all the way in their mouth. After a few fish 
took turns mouthing my bait, one sucked it in and I 
set the hook. The fish swam straight up and jumped 
out of the water, nearly as high as the T-top on the 
boat. I lowered my rod tip to avoid the fish shaking 
the hook loose and watched as this little green and 
yellow fish flipped nose over tail and descended to 
the water to reenter, nose first, with little splash. She 

tugged and fought for several minutes, repeating the 
aerial display a few more times before finally, with no 
more energy left, settled into a position right beside 
the boat, as if waiting to be taken from the water. By 
the time I had my fish worn out; Charlie had grabbed 
a rod and hooked up. At one time, all three of us had 
fish on the line. It got so chaotic that we stopped tak-
ing the fish off the hooks and just flipped them in the 
boat and grabbed another rod. After maybe twenty 
minutes, we had eight or nine fish and no more rods 
to use. As we began untangling the mess and putting 
the fish in the fish box, the school grew tired of us 
and swam off. 
I think I was in shock once we got everything back 
in order. I had never experienced anything quite like 
that. There were fish under the boat everywhere you 
looked, rushing and retreating with an iridescent 
glow. The colors were like neon. In the middle of the 
ocean, with the bright sun on our shoulders, these 
fish turned the water into a painting. 
They fought hard. Harder than anything I had ex-
perienced thus far. Growing up in Michigan, I have 
caught many Northern Pike; large- and small-mouth 
bass; brook, rainbow and brown trout, among others 
and nothing fought so fiercely as these did. I felt as 
though I had just watched a magician, and although 
I already knew his tricks, was still amazed when the 
he pulled the rabbit from the hat. From that moment 

forward, I was a different person. I was a different 
angler. I was now in an exclusive club. I caught dol-
phin. None of that could prepare me for the events 
soon to come. I was still fairly new to offshore fish-
ing. Although I had already caught some respectable 
kingfish, that fight like the devil and have a mouth full 
of teeth, they would not leave such an impression on 
me as the dolphin did. 
We decided to troll home. We set out our spread of 
skirted ballyhoo. The skirts gave the baits a touch of 
color and some caused jets of bubbles to trail them, 
all making the baits more attractive to potential game 
fish. Our trolling spread had five lines out, one in each 
outrigger, one on each corner of the stern and one in 
the center of the stern, let out just past the edge of 
the prop wash. The two outrigger lines were set out a 
decent distance, with the two stern rods a bit shorter. 
The spread looked like a “V” following the boat. It was 
a fairly typical set-up for offshore trolling. The star-
board outrigger was set up with a bait that was used 
on the way out that had been knocked down from the 
outrigger by a strike, but failed to hook a fish. The fish 
that made the strike managed to eat half the bait and 
miss the huge 4/0 hook it was rigged with. Being lazy, 
I left it on, figuring that we were on the way home and 
we already hit a home run with the school of dolphin 
so I was not expecting much. I set it back further than 
normal so our spread actually looked like a “V” follow-
ing the boat, with one side being much longer than 
the other. Our ride home was tedious as the weed 
lines began to break up and scatter, causing our baits 
to get fouled with weeds and require cleaning. Every 
few minutes a bait would stop running properly and 
instead of skip on the surface, would drag and chug 
along. It became an exercise for Tom and I to check, 
retrieve, clean, and reset all of the baits in our spread. 
I looked at the starboard outrigger line, way back be-
hind the boat, skipping along the surface with a funny 
way about it. Thinking it had been fouled with weeds, 
I pulled the trolling rod from the rod holder, slid the 
drag lever on the Shimano TLD25 to the strike posi-

tion and gave it a few quick and violent tugs on the 
rod and cranks on the reel. Sometimes this method 
will cause enough disruption to shake free weeds 
from trolled bait. What happened next made time 
stand still.
Behind the boat, roughly a hundred yards behind and 
to the starboard side, a green and yellow bruiser of 
a Dolphin rocketed from the deep, did a pirouette of 
sorts and landed with the entire length of his body 
splashing back into the surface. 
“Fish, fish, fish,” Charlie called out. 
The rod in my hand started to curl into a deep bend 
and the reel, the biggest I have ever used, began to 
sing as the fish began a run that peeled a serious 
amount of line from the spool. 
“I know, Charlie, got ’em right here,” I replied. 
Charlie then sprang into action again, quickly turn-
ing around one of the chairs for me to sit in, wasting 
no time getting the fighting belt around my waist. I 
guided the end of the fishing rod into the fighting belt, 
sat down and the fight was on. 
“You have to get the line tight, Ben, or you’ll lose him.”
At the time of his coaching, 30-lb test line—which this 
fish had no problem taking—entered the water di-
rectly behind the boat. The fish was jumping a couple 
hundred yards behind the boat to our left, causing the 
line to make a wide arc towards the fish.
“It’s not going to get any tighter.” I could feel what 
seemed like the weight of the entire ocean on the end 
of that line with the resistance and stretch of the 30-
lb test monofilament the only link between I, and the 
largest fish in the world. My world. 
Charlie maneuvered the boat so the line was straight-
er and the fight raged on. For about twenty minutes—
maybe more, maybe less—I fought that fish, with 
Charlie putting the boat in position as needed. Tom 
helped out by keeping the other equipment out of the 
way and grabbing the leader when the fish was close 

enough. When a big fish is beaten and beside the 
boat, it will position its body at a slight angle, away 
from the boat. This causes resistance as if to say “I 
have given up, but I will not give in,” and many a fish 
have been lost at this point by being mishandled. 
Tom had the leader in his hand at that stern on the 
starboard side and Charlie had the gaff in hand, 
ready to bring the fish aboard. He instructed me to 
walk back towards the port side of the boat, pulling 
the fish within range. With one quick motion, Charlie 
gaffed the fish and over the gunwale and onto the 
floor of the boat. We slid the fish into the fish box, on 
top of the smaller schoolie dolphin we caught before. 
We exchanged handshakes and hugs, opened a beer 
each to celebrate and began to prepare the boat for a 
high-speed ride home. My arms and shoulders were 
exhausted. I could barely make a fist, and squeezing 
anything was out of the question. Despite the fatigue, 
I began to feel a great sense of accomplishment start 
to set in. A slight grin crept onto my face as I held onto 
the center console while we headed back to the dock.
The drone of the outboards and the wind rushing had 
a certain hypnotic sensation. I didn’t realize this then, 
in fact, I didn’t realize if for some time but that day, 
Charlie’s question and that fish all meant something 
bigger than I knew at the time. I had already devel-
oped a love for the ocean. I would go to the beach 
weekly to unwind. The beach trip was not to bathe in 
the sun and take a dip in the ocean, but rather sit at 
the edge where the sand meets the dune grass and 
watch the ocean. Learn how she moves, advances 
and retreats. I would listen to the sound of the ocean 
breeze, the sounds of the birds and the sounds of the 
waves as they meet the sand. 
When we got back to Charlie’s house, it was picture 
time. I hoisted the fish from the fish box and held it 
up, fork of tail to my chin, and nose below my knees. 
It was heavy, in the thirty-pound range. Not huge by 
dolphin standards, but it still is the biggest fish I have 
been able to catch. With that said, I met a man once 
who told me, “A single person doesn’t catch a trophy 
dolphin, the boat does. Just because the rod is in 
your hands doesn’t make that fish yours. It takes a 
crew to have everything right at the right time.” 
He was right. It took the three of us, a little adventur-
ous spirit and a half-eaten ballyhoo to connect me 
with the biggest fish of my life. We’d have other good 
days on the water, and find a school of dolphin or two, 
far off shore, willing to paint the ocean in greens and 
blues and yellow. We’d make more memories aboard 
that boat, but none as permanent as my first time. 
Charlie and I lost touch over the years. We’d catch 
up to each other once a year or so, laugh and smile 
about that day, and all the others. We’d make plans to 
get together at the dock and relive some of those old 
trips, but those plans never resulted in a boat heading 
out to sea, just a passing thought in a sea of others. 
I’m not sure if you’ll ever see this, Charlie, but thank 
you for fostering my budding love for the ocean. 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to connect 
with that fish and thank you for asking, “You want to 
run?” Love ya, buddy.
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Thunder 
Fun

Jody“Mo’s”

Inspiration

If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again. 
~ William Edward Hickson

God is with those who persevere.  ~ Koran ch. VIII

Wonder is the foundation of all philosophy, inquiry the 
progress, ignorance the end.  ~ Michel de Montaigne

Make no little plans; they have no magic to stir men’s blood. 
~ Daniel H. Burnham

By the Numbers

288:  The most number of years a library book was overdue.

1000:  The number of species of bananas; we only eat one 
of them.

2-3:  The number of hours an elephant sleeps per day.

1.2 million:  The number of mosquitos, sucking once 
each, that it would take to drain all the blood from a human.

.028:  The speed in mph that a Heinz ketchup bottle squirts.

189:  The number of things named after George Washington.
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Low Fee Guarantee… 

We care about bikers! Motorcycle accidents almost always 
result in severe injury or death. An accident can turn your 
life upside down. Mention this ad, and we will handle your 
motorcycle accident case for a significantly reduced fee. That 
puts more money in your pocket. We don’t pay lip service to 
bikers….we deliver real results!

no-FauLt no-Fee…
If you were struck by an automobile, you are entitled to 
Michigan No-Fault Benefits, including lifetime medical benefits, 
wage loss and attendant care. These benefits are payable 
regardless of fault and if you are seriously injured, you may 
not even need a lawyer to get your benefits. So why would you 
pay a lawyer a fee to collect what is rightfully yours? We will 
guide you through the claims process, BUT…unless we have 
to file a lawsuit…we will never charge an injured biker a fee 
to help them collect the no-fault benefits they deserve. Other 
lawyers take 33% of their client’s no-fault benefits, even when 
the insurance company is cooperating. We think that’s flat out 
WRONG! If your lawyer is taking a cut of your no-fault benefits 
every month, call us. WE CAN HELP!

resuLts Matter:
$5.1 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.2 Million for Seriously Injured Passenger
$1.2 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.1 Million (Policy Limit) for Head Injury To Child Passenger
$365,000 for Fractured Leg And Pelvis
$250,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Ankle 
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Elbow
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Foot

MotorCYCLe aCCIDent LawYers
Serving Injured Bikers in Michigan for Over 40 Years
MIllIOnS Of DOllarS recOvereD

JakewaYInJurYLaw.CoM /  810 .694.1211

We care, 
because We ride 

too!



As we celebrate the 4th of July (Independence Day) this month, we need to 
remind ourselves what this day really means.
The 4th of July is the day we honor and remember the adoption of the Decla-
ration of Independence, in which we declared our independence from tyranny 
and oppression.   
Another historical fact is that our Declaration of Independence, Constitution, 
and Bill of Rights (the basis of our laws and nation) are founded on the Bible. 
Our founding fathers were all Christians. This is why we are and have been 
the greatest nation in the world because of our foundation on God and His 
Word—the Bible.
But what happens when people try to change the foundation of a nation? 
They destroy it! America has been the bastion of freedom and liberty for 243 
years. We’ve defeated tyranny around the world, we’ve overturned dictators, 
protected the weak, and destroyed evil. Yet, today evil is trying to take over 
our country by manipulating and usurping the hearts and minds of people to 
institute an evil form of government that has killed approximately 100 million 
people since it was devised: socialism.  
The only cure for this creeping evil is for America to come to her senses, 
repent, and turn back to God.  We need God in America again! But you say 
He abandoned us? Not so fast… The truth is we forced Him out of our homes, 
courts, classrooms, media, etc. Now we must ask Him to come back and take 
His rightful place in America again.
The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 3:17 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” We have been the great-
est nation in all the history of the world because of our faith and foundation 
in Christ Jesus.  But over the years, we have told the Lord, in effect: we don’t 
need you. So, like the perfect gentleman that He is… His Spirit has lifted and 
now we are paying the price for our own choices.
But here is the good news. There is a fix for this issue. 2 Chronicles 7:14 
says “and [if] My people who are called by My name humble them-
selves, pray and seek My face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land.” 
If we, as Americans, will humble ourselves, repent for our mistakes, and turn 
back to God, He will forgive us and restore us. 1 John 1:9 says “If we con-
fess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
This 4th of July, I encourage all my American brothers and sisters to come to 
an honest understanding of where we are at as a nation, turn back to God, 
and watch Him bring the healing, liberty and freedom that we ALL want.
There is no substitute for the real thing – Jesus!
Much love and respect,
Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & Founder
Victory Biker Church International & Sons of Victory MC/M
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org 
& sovmcm.victorybikerchurch.org

Biker 
Preacher’s 
Corner

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!
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RIVERSIDE CYCLE SHOP
CUSTOM CYCLE WORK

Specializing in
Harley-Davidson

 (989) 739-0930 | 525 S. State Street • Oscoda, MI

MOTORCYCLE AND ATV
SERVICE & PARTS
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49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food
• bikini Staff
• free bike WaSH
• SpecialS
   everyday

live
entertainment 
5 niGHtS a Week

WINaBIKE
SIGN UP

THURSDAY THRU SUNDAYS
AT STINGERS

FOR DETAILS GO TO 
MOTORCITYHARLEY.COM

4562 N. EastmaN Rd. • midlaNd mi 48642 • 989-835-9238

Michigan Made

20 Different Types of HomemaDe BraTs & much more! 
Beer • Wine • rum • Vodka • Whiskey
Craft Beer on tap
Breakfast serVed sat & sun 10am-noon
Bike night eVery tuesday 5:30-9:30pm
$5 Brat/Bag Chips & $2 domestiC Beer Bike night only
* the homewrecker Brat not included

Large OutdOOr Space
HOrSeSHOeS & cOrn HOLe
hours
Tues-FRi 11aM-11pM
saT & sun 10aM-11pM
Mon closed

Beer & Brats Inc.

Caught ya lookin’
this could be your ad here

Our ADS last for 30 days not 30 seconds!

Contact us at
989-486-8464
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BBB: What does ABATE stand for?

VC: Originally it stood for A Brotherhood 
Against Totalitarian Enactments but now 
it is more commonly known as American 
Bikers Aiming Towards Education.

BBB: Is ABATE set up in every state in the U.S.?

VC: For the most part, yes, but some states 
have different names but are doing the 
same thing, like the Texas Motorcycle Rid-
ers Association, CBA operates down south 
and the MRF (Motorcycle Riders Founda-
tion) is basically ABATE of America.

BBB: What year did ABATE get set up in 
Michigan?

VC: 1975.

BBB: Have you been the president of ABATE 
of Michigan that entire time?

VC: Our first president presided for about 
two years before I became president and 
have been ever since.

BBB: The AMA (American Motorcyclist Asso-
ciation) does the same thing you do, but 
on a federal level as opposed to  the state, 
correct?

VC: That’s fairly accurate, we actually had 
some friction from the AMA when we first 
got started. Thankfully, Senator Michael 
O’Brien from Detroit at the time was ex-
tremely beneficial in proposing some bills 
that ABATE supported but the AMA op-
posed. Since then, we formed a very good 
coalition with that group and have moved 
forward in a positive direction ever since. 
The former senator was also a partner with 
Gary Milligan at GM Cycle in Garden City. 

BBB: Has it always been as well organized 
as it is today?

VC: No, we didn’t initially have a lot of di-
rection and we would burn helmets on the 
steps of the Capitol building to get atten-
tion. Then we realized we would get much 
further and be taken seriously as lobbyists. 
At the start, people would avoid the groups 
of bikers entering the building but now they 
come up to greet us, especially now that 
we’ve learned the game and that money 
talks. The PAC (Political Action Committee) 
helps tremendously in that area.

BBB: Are the politicians in Lansing actu-
ally willing to help you now in the political 
arena?

An Interview with Vince Consiglio 

continued on next page

SPECIAL 
Feature

VC: Fifty-six votes in the House is the magic 
number to pass a bill in legislation, so that’s 
what we are always aiming for. Studying 
political science in school has really paid 
off with this. Our aim was to make bikers rel-
evant, which wasn’t always the case.

BBB: Have you found recognition on a fed-
eral level as well?

VC: Congress has recently made May as 
Motorcycle Awareness Month, so that’s a 
huge step!

BBB: Michigan had a major change of the 
guard at our Capitol recently, how do you 
feel about our new legislature?

VC: Not quite sure yet, the leadership of the 
House is now largely comprised of northern 
Michigan residents which is new and differ-
ent for us and them. 

BBB: What about the no-fault law in Michi-
gan?

VC: We fought hard for that and we are the 
only state in the country whereas if you are 
hit on your motorcycle by another motor-
ized vehicle (car, truck, or bus), your medi-
cal bills are completely covered. I have a 

We were lucky enough to recently have gotten the chance to talk with Vince Consiglio, the 
president of both ABATE of Michigan and the MSF (Motorcycle Safety Foundation). Also joining 
us was the Legislative Officer of ABATE, Jim Rhoades.
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McLAREN CARO REGION
LAB DRAW STATIONS

REESE VASSAR

CARO

Vassar Family Medicine

201 W. Huron Avenue

(989) 432-3040

Dr. McDougall’s Office

12675 E. Washington Road

(989) 672-5113

McLaren Caro Region

401 N. Hooper Street

(989) 672-5113

49110 Grand River Ave • Wixom MI 48393 
(248)449-9667 • www.stingersbarwixom.com 
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• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

Crazy 
SPECIaLS

$2.75 doMeStic
$3 Well / $4 call

$5 bUrGerS 

live
entertainMent
5 niGHtS a Week

2 WHEEL WEEKENDS
SAT & Sun only

by Jim Schulz 
Bikes Babes & Booze with Jim & Scott

Listen every Monday at 8 pm - 10 pm EDT
On www.crbradio.com 
or get the app Cave Radio Broadcasting 
facebook.com/bikesbabesbooze

continued from previous page

TO BECOME A MEMBER & SHOW YOUR SUPPORT…

ABATE of Michigan online membership.  www.abateofmichigan.org

Visit our state website then click on: Membership / Join

An Interview with Vince Consiglio SPECIAL 
Feature

problem with the MCCA not being support-
ive of motorcyclists while we are forced to 
pay into it, my argument being that most 
motorcycle owners also own a car.

BBB: Wasn’t it ABATE that saved us motor-
cyclists from having to pay an additional 
$100 registration fees at the Secretary of 
State each year?

VC: Yes, another fee that was supposed 
to go to roads—which none of them ever 
seem to do—but we got that squashed in 
committee. That 45-cent proposed gas tax 
isn’t going to go either.

BBB: What about insurance reform?

VC: We are working to make sure motorcy-
clists are not taken out of the loop due to 
insurance reform.

BBB: How did you get involved with the MSF 
(Motorcycle Safety Foundation)?

VC: Initially, Jim Rhoades and I were look-
ing to be instructors to teach motorcycle 
skills and while presenting to the state 
board, the kid being tested fell over. The 
board stated, “Maybe he should’ve been 
wearing a helmet.” The state stated they 

needed us to incorporate safety into the 
training. We had Dr. Don Smith come down 
from Michigan State University to teach us 
a class at what was Garden City West High 
School, now Schoolcraft Radcliffe campus, 
which ironically became one of our train-
ing areas. That led me to applying with the 
foundation to become a chief instructor. 

After a trip to Maryland, I became certified 
in 1980. 

BBB: How do you become a coach trainer 
for the MSF?

VC: The best way is to go directly through 
Schoolcraft College. They run the program 
for all of southeastern Michigan.
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oil city sales
5543 w. isabella rd
mt. pleasant mi 48858

cash only
no cards

mon-fri 
6am - 5pm
sat & sun 
by appointment

check out our deals on
new & used 
harley-davidson® parts 
for evos, twin cams or 
sportster models!

call oil city sales 989-773-9991

if we don’t have it in stock
we’lL Get it for you!

Bullet Points
UNEDITING 
HISTORY 

Before I get started, I want to share something which some would 
say would be most appropriate in the Chaplin’s Corner, but you 
are stuck with it here anyhow. Ever since Christmas, I had been 
having some serious health problems. Being purely stubborn, I 
did not address them until I was nearly dead. To make a long story 
short, I had an echocardiogram that indicated I had mitral valve 
leakage, so they did a transthoracic echo which showed that the 
leakage was moderately severe and probably getting worse. Sur-
gery was scheduled and they had me on the operating table get-
ting ready to crack my chest when they did another transthoracic 
echo and discovered that the condition had reversed, and surgery 
was no longer necessary. The doctors can’t explain what hap-
pened, but I know it was the prayers of family and friends that 
brought me His favor. Did I deserve it? No, but I am not complain-
ing and nobody will ever convince me that there is no God!

As I write this, we have just passed Memorial Day and are head-
ed toward Independence Day in July. According to revisionist his-
tory, America is an illegitimate nation founded by a bunch of rich 
white guys who built their fortunes on the backs of slaves. This 
view is taught in many universities and has crept into secondary 
education via rewritten history books used to reinforce the lies 
being used to tear our nation apart. This view of our founding 
was uttered on more than one occasion by none other than Presi-
dent Obama, his attorney general Eric Holder, and others in his 
administration. Some philosopher a long time ago lamented that 
history is dictated by the victors. That may be true, but without an 
understanding of where we come from, we are doomed to repeat 
our mistakes over again.

Times and social morals change along with attitudes as we learn 
to become more civilized about how we look at human existence. 
At the time of our founding, slavery was an acceptable institution 
practiced literally all over the world, and while slavery is and al-
ways has been an abomination, only narrow-minded ideologues 
refuse to acknowledge historical truth before passing judgement 
on our nation and its founders. If you take the time to study our 
founding documents—beginning with the Declaration of Indepen-
dence—you will see where men guided by the hand of their Cre-
ator established a government with the capacity to change and 
become more inclusive in the ways the people are governed.  

As for the founders themselves, they are often described as all 
being “men of means,” but I guess that would depend on how you 
define “means.” Most of the signers of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence were working men who earned what they had, and the 

level of comfort that came along with it. 

History says they were lawyers, plantation owners, businessmen, 
and craftsmen; but remember we are talking about the 18th cen-
tury and things were different. Lawyers didn’t have paralegals or 
stenographers, so they wrote everything out by hand with quill and 
ink because there were no formatted computer programs and laser 
printers; many of them worked other jobs or farmed to supplement 
their income. “Plantation owner” is also misleading because the 
men from the northern colonies involved in agriculture were farm-
ers who worked their land with their families, and even the real 
plantation owners often worked in the fields beside the slave labor. 
Businessmen and craftsmen were at the mercy of the royal tax 
system to get their wares and materials and every one of them—
from the lawyers to the farmers to the businessmen and crafts-
men—were subject to the king’s army taking everything they had 
and putting them out of their homes and off their lands. The rebels 
all knew that the British would hang them for treason and that their 
loyalist neighbors would gladly hand them over and probably sup-
ply the rope, yet they all pledged: “For the support of this declara-
tion, with firm reliance on the protection of divine providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other , our lives, our fortunes, and our 
sacred honor.”

Of the fifty-six signers of the Declaration, seventeen fought in the 
revolution, five were captured and imprisoned, two had their wives 
imprisoned with one dying in captivity, most had their property van-
dalized and tangible assets seized by crown loyalists, and eleven 
had their properties completely completed destroyed by the British. 

These were not men who were motivated by race, they were driven 
to realize the freedom that comes from divine providence. To in-
sinuate that this nation was founded on racism is the product of a 
special kind of ignorance; the kind that drives us apart as a nation.  

I am getting sick and tired of the popular idea that if we disagree, or 
certain groups don’t get their way, it’s because the decisions were 
founded on race rather than merit. There are far too many people 
who find a racist under every rock they trip over. Racism is ugly; I 
know because I have seen it, have been a victim of it, and told by 
the race-haters that I could not be a victim because I am white. An 
old black gunnery sgt once told me that the people who scream 
racist the fastest and loudest usually are and the last fifty years 
have proven him right.

by Rick Wyatt

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!
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IN THE SHOP WITH RON

Hope everyone has been able to take ad-
vantage of the few decent riding days we’ve 
had so far this season. It has been a very 
wet and unseasonably cool spring so far 
and the long-range forecast doesn’t look all 
that promising. Keep hoping; it is still early 
and this is Michigan! Enough of my lament-
ing about the weather…

This month in the shop, we are doing a 
structural repair of a nut allocation on the 
fairing of a 2002 Harley-Davidson FLHTPI/
Road King Police Edition.

There is a nut allocation on the outer fair-
ing, where a bolt goes through the inner 
fairing and holds the outer fairing in place. 
This bolt will get corroded and when you try 
to remove it, the composite material (being 
weaker) will often break.

If you run into this problem it is possible, 
with a little finesse and a lot of patience, to 

get a wrench on the hex part of the nut al-
location and hold it while getting the bolt to 
come free before it breaks the composite 
material. If it does indeed break—like this 
one did—again, with a bit of patience, it can 
be repaired. I’m not sure how well this will 
show up in the pictures, but if you can see 
it, the tower for the nut allocation is hollow, 
as is the base where it broke off from.

To make this repair, we will be using a 
two-part epoxy material that is compatible 
with the material we are repairing. The first 
step—and probably the most important—is 
to make sure all the mating surfaces are 
clean and free of any dirt, grease, oil, wax, 
and paint. I use a wax- and grease-remov-
ing solvent. The next step is to lightly sand 
the mating surfaces so the epoxy repair 
material can get a good bite. This repair will 
require the addition of some type of rein-
forcing in order to make it strong enough 
to allow tightening of the bolt and also not 
break loose due to engine and road vibra-
tion. In this case a section of ¼ x 20 coarse 
thread bolt fits perfectly in the hollow part of 
the tower and base. 

Make sure the bolt is clean. Also, we want 
the epoxy to stick to the bolt as well as the 
composite material. It is important to test-
fit everything dry to make sure everything 
lines up where it should, including the al-
location lining up with the hole in the inner 
fairing. This is also the time to figure out a 
way to clamp or hold things in place while 
the epoxy dries. I cut the bolt off to the cor-
rect length to allow the bolt to go into the 

bottom of the base and all the way into 
the tower while making sure the tower and 
base come together as they did originally. 

The next step is to put some epoxy in the 
hole of the base and tower. Not too much; 
we need to make sure the reinforcing rod 
(cut-off bolt) bottoms in base and tower. 
Now we can use a liberal amount of ep-
oxy on the mating surfaces and around the 
outside of the tower and base and clamp 
in place.

Allow epoxy to dry thoroughly before re-
moving the clamp. Carefully run the bolt 
in and out to make sure it threads in easily 
with no resistance before we bolt the inner 
and outer faring together.

 

As Always, RIDE SAFE RIDE OFTEN...
WE SHARE YOUR PASSION  
Ron

A Reinforcing 
Repair
by Ron Johnson

BOTB_HalfPageAd_2019.indd   1 6/13/2019   4:56:20 PM

Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!Ride n’ Win!
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TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2019

July

July 12, 13, 14, 27 & 28
Lucky Thumb M/C Motor-
cycle Races
Lucky Thumb Motorcycle 
Club, Deford, MI.  For more 
info go to luckythumbmotor-
cycleclub.com (For details 
see ad this issue).

July 13
3rd Annual Nozzlemen M/C 
Chapter 4 
Poker Run Starts / Ends 
at Uncle Lyles 108 Tecum-
seh St, Dundee, MI Regis 
11am - 1pm All Welcome, 
Food, 50/50, Prizes & More 
Pre-Register by 6/29 $25 
Driver, $40 Rider/Passenger 
or day of event $30/$50 For 
more info call Dave (Pappy) 
734-735-7831 (See GLBC full 
page ad this issue).

July 13
Operation Injured Soldiers 
Lyon Ride & Classic Car 
Show
James Atchison Memorial 
Park, New Hudson, MI.  Re-
gis 11-noon, kickstands up 
12:30, $20 pp, includes ride, 
food, event t-shirt.  For more 
info or to pre-register go to 
injuredsoldiers.org (See add 
this issue)

July 13
Garden Party & Studio Tour 
Ron Finch’s Customs
Finch’s Custom Cycles, Pon-
tiac, MI.  Must purchase tickets 
in advance, $10pp, includes 
beverages & apps, tour of Ron 
Finch’s custom motorcycles 
& Metlalife art.  To purchase 
tickets go to orionartcenter.org/
studio-classes

July 13
1st Annual Horseshoe Tourney 
& Memorial Ride
Roadside Bar, Pinconning, MI.  
Regis 10 am- noon, cash bar, 
all bikes back by 5 pm, hosted 
by Abate of MI region 6.

July 13
Strength In Numbers Veterans 
Run
New Back Door Lounge 5015 
N. Lake Rd., Columbiaville, MI.  
Regis 9-11 am, $15 person, 
$20 couple, 50/50, raffles, live 
auction, to support our veter-
ans, beautiful new route.  For 
more info call Renee 810-877-
3326

July 14 
Red Knights Firefighters M/C 
Poker Run 
Meet at Wolverine HD 44660 
N. Gratiot Ave Clinton Twp, 
MI 48036 Regis 11 am- 12:30 
pm, $15 per bike/ $10 rider 
Food, Door Prizes, 50/50, 
Music & More For more 
info call Chris 586-557-0892 
Facebook: Red Knights 
Firefighters M/C MI 5 Events 
(See GLBC full page ad this 
issue).

July 18
Lingerie & Adult Toy Party / 
Bike Night Event
Rocco’s Bar & Grill, Essex-
ville, MI. Also Bike Night, 6 
pm- 9 pm or later, drink spe-
cials, prizes & special dis-
counts.  Ride Card sign-up 
& more.  Everyone welcome.  
For more info call sponsor- 
AfterDark Fantasies 989-687-
9669 (See ad this issue)

July 20- 21 
18th Annual Niles Burn Run 
Riverfront Park 9am-10pm 
Bike / Car Show & Music, 
Food,  Live Bands, vendors 
Ride on sunday Police, Fire 
& EMS Escorted Regis 9am, 
Leaves at Noon $20 Bike / 
$30 with Rider if pre-regis-
tered by june 24th After then 
$25 Bike / $35 with Rider For 
more info Visit website www.
nilesburnrun.com or Face-
book or Twitter (See GLBC 
full page ad this issue).

July 26 & 27
Rockin Rivertown Ride & 
Music Festival
Downtown Cheboygan, MI.  
Music, poker run, Rolling 
Thunder parade, bike show.  
For more info go to cheboy-
ganmusicfest.com (See ad 
this issue).

July 27
6th Annual Bike Run
Red’s Sports Bar & Grill, Mid-
dleville, MI.  Regis 10-11:30 
am, kickstands up noon, 
$20 bike, $10 rider, dinner, 
drinks, music, prizes.  For 
more info call 269-205-2727 
(See ad this issue).

July 28
19th  Annual Mystery Ride
Shiawassee Sports Center   
11901 N. Beyer Rd. Birch 
Run MI.  Regis 10 am-noon, 
$15.00 pp incl scenic 100 
mile self-guided ride, coffee & 
donuts, excellent dinner, lots of 
door prizes, 50/50 drawing, all 
riders/bikes are welcome.  For 
more info call Dale at 810-577-
136

Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com.
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of Thunder Roads MI - please patronize our advertisers.
Bike Nights are listed in their ads & on Bike Nights Page.

August

August 3
Ink Out Abuse Motorcycle 
Rally
Soaring Eagle Casino & 
Resort, Mount Pleasant, MI.  
Regis 10 am- 11am in front 
parking lot, blessing 11 am, 
kickstands up 11:30 am, 
Pre-regis by 7/22 & get $5 & 
free t-shirt, day of event $25 
single, $35 double, includes 
breakfast, lunch & dinner 
apps, 77 mile scenic ride, all 
bikes welcome, rain or shine, 
vehicles welcome in case 
of rain, live music, raffles, 
prizes & more.  For more 
info/vendor space call Brad 
989-317-8791 (See full page 
ad this issue).

August 3
14th Annual Teddy Bear Ride
Meet at Great Lakes H-D, Bay 
City MI between 1 - 2:45 p.m., 
kickstands up at 3 p.m. Bring 
a new Teddy Bear wrapped 
in plastic or cash donation.  
Police escorted ride to Cov-
enant Hospital in Saginaw 
to deliver the Teddy Bears.  
Last stop is Patty Flemings, 
Saginaw for refreshments.  
For more info call 989-686-
0400 (See ad this issue)

August 4
Escort Kids to Camp Great 
Lakes Burn Camp Meet at 
Wings Stadium 3600 Van-
rick Drive (Sprinkle Road), 
Kalamazoo MI Registration 
10am-12:30pm ~ Ride Leaves 

1pm Prizes ~ Food ~ 50/50 
For more info call Bill 517-
206-1115 (See GLBC full page 
ad this issue).

August 10
Denise Dehn Memorial Ride 
(formerly the LUV Ride)
Midland Eagles parking lot, 
located at 2934 E. Monroe 
Road, MI.  Regis starts at 
9:30/last bikes out at 11:00 
a.m. Price is $15 solo rider, 
and $25 for rider/passenger.  
For more info call Midland 
Eagles @ 989-631-7270. 

August 16-18
Easyriders Rodeo Tour
Fowlerville Fairgrounds, 
Fowlerville, MI.  Rodeo com-
petition, wall of death, wet 
t-shirt contest, bike show, 
vendors, live music, food, 
camping & more.  For more 
info go to easyridersevents.
com (See full page ad this 
issue).

August 17
Blacktop Saints Riding Club 
MAD Ride
Zeigler Motorsports, Kal-
amazoo, MI.  Regis starts at 
10:30am ~ Kick stand up at 
Noon, $20 per rider/ $10 per 
passenger.  North through 
scenic Gun Lake & Gull Lake 
area.  For more info see 
GLBC full page ad this issue.

August 17
Thunder on the Iron Range 
-Country Music Fest 2019
Iron Street - Downtown 
Negaunee, MI. Featuring David 
Allan Coe.  2pm until midnight.  
For more info or visit the link 
below. 
https://www.facebook.com/

TRMi EVENTS CALENDAR 2019
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• Hot Girlz
• cold beer
• Great food

• bikini Staff
• free bike WaSH
• SpecialS everyday

Crazy Bike Nights 
Thursdays

live entertainment 5 niGHtS a Week

WINaBIKE
SIGN UP

THURSDAY THRU SUNDAYS
AT STINGERS

FOR DETAILS GO TO 
MOTORCITYHARLEY.COM

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting 

your event in Thunder Roads Magazine 
of Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our Magazine 
will have their event Posted on the Pull-
Out Calendar (specific issues) and your 
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder 
Roads Events Calendar of the Magazine. 

(Call about our Special Discounts for 
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads 
Magazine and on our web site, send the 

information to:  
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Event information must be received prior to 
the 10th of the month preceding the event 

month to be posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to 
attend any event as the information/dates 

may change. 
Thunder Roads is Not responsible for errors or 

omissions.

August 17
Warthogs M/C Annual Event 
Ride
VFW 12250 US 27, Dewitt, MI.  
$25 per rider, $15 per passen-
ger, includes lunch.  Open to 
all, 50/50, silent auction, police 
escorted.  Kickstands up noon.  

August 23-25
Sawtooth Wolves M/C Annual 
EOS Party
3800 19 Mile Rd, Barryton, 
MI.  $25 pp, $25 for electric, 18 
& over, no fireworks, no bad 
attitudes, live music, bike show, 
Texas Hold em Fri night, dinner 
Saturday.  For more info call 
989-285-2265

August 24
Suicide Prevention & Aware-
ness Event
American Legion Hall, 44 Wa-
bash St, Milan, MI.  Breakfast 
9-11 am, $5 pp, bike run $20 
pp, $30 couple, regis 10-11 am, 
kickstands up 11 am, includes 
ride, lunch, entertainment, door 
prizes, raffles, 50/50.  For more 
info email HotRodBeaton@
gmail.com 

August 24 & 25
Lucky Thumb M/C Motor-
cycle Races
Lucky Thumb Motorcycle 
Club, Deford, MI.  For more 
info go to luckythumbmotor-
cycleclub.com (For details 
see ad this issue).

August 29-September 2
Easyriders Rodeo Tour
Ross County Fairgrounds, 
Chillicothe, OH.  Rodeo com-
petition, wall of death, wet 
t-shirt contest, bike show, 
vendors, live music, food, 
camping & more.  For more 

info go to easyridersevents.
com (See full page ad this 
issue).

September

September 6-8
Bikes on the Bricks
Saginaw Street, Downtown 
Flint, MI.  Police Skills Com-
petition, Rockabilly pinup girl 
contest & more.  For more 
info go to bikesonthebricks.
com (See ad this issue)
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Dealers & Service 

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson
491 S Lapeer Rd
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-664-9261
Raycsh-d.com

Stevens’ Cycle Sales 
3636 S. Huron Rd
Bay City, MI 48706

www.stevenscycle.com
989-684-9872

Stevens’ Sports Center
1911 E. Airport Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-631-6450

Tawas Bay Marine & Cycle
1690 North US 23

East Tawas, MI 48730
989-362-6933

www.tawasbaymc@gmail.com
CAN-AM / SEA-DOO / YAMAHA

MC Parts & Service

Bad Pig Customs
1806 E 9 Mile Rd

Hazel Park, MI
248-544-7447

Parts-Service-Maintenance

Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave

Roseville, MI 48066
1-800-505-0258

Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840  

www.huntshogshop.com 

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE

Like us on Facebook

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180

Like us on Facebook

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd

Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148

www.reflectionscustomcycles.com

Ttbad Customs
Motorcycle Metal Works

Service, Upgrades, Custom Bodywork
Painting, Fabrication, Detailing

by Appt. 5912 Mulliken Rd, Charlotte
517-983-9327

Motorcycle Groups

ABATE
To Join:

www.abateofmichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join

Motorcycle Training

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI

CURRENT ENDORSEMENT REQUIRED
Take your Riding to the Next Level, 

Learn from Certified Police Motorcycle 
Instructors.

www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com
248-855-4444

Bars & Restaurants

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday 

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640 

989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesdays

Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave
Baldwin, MI 49304

Live Music- Famous Bloody Marys
Bike Night Wednesday

Beer & Brats Bar & Grill
4562 N. Eastman Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-835-9238
Homemade Brats

Bike Nights Tuesday

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387 

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd
Elwell, MI 48832

Year-Round Ride Card
Check in’s

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
Free Legal Advice

CALL: 1-877-BIKER-LAW
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

No Win/No Fee Promise

Michigan Biker Law
Motorcycle Injury Lawyers

1-800-MI-Biker
www.michiganbiker.com

Motorcycle Accidents Only

Party Stores & More

Museum of “MOSES”
Vintage Harley Collection 

A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store

Located 8 miles east of McBain, MI
(Vogel Center)  museumofmoses.com

funeral services

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,

Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

Churches

Victory Biker Church 
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org

810-247-6332

Realtors

Mi Choice Realty
Rhonda Cerone
C: 734-819-0026

rhondacerone@gmail.com
Serving All of Southeastern MI

Adult 
Novelties/Boutiques

After Dark Fantasies
 Boutique

152 E. Saginaw Rd Suite 1
Sanford, MI 48657

989-687-9669

Vehicle Rustproofing

Henderson Brothers Rustproofing
Since 1962

402 E. Lyon, Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

Hell Saloon
4095 Patterson Lake Rd

Hell, MI 48169
734-648-0669

Booze, Beats & Eats

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd

New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

www.McNastysSaloon.com

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St

St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851

Bike Night Every Wednesday

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave

Wixom, MI 48393
248-449-9667

www.stingersbarwixom.com

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

Lodging & Camping

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23

Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Fox River Motel
1588 W Highway M28

Seney, MI 49883
906-499-3332
Biker Owned

Oscoda Area 
Convention Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com

Leather & Repair

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.

Sturgis, MI. 49091 / 269-651-2464

Insurance

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800

www.safeguardtricity.com
Biker Owned

Legal Services

Jakeway Injury Law
Motorcycle Accident Lawyers

810-694-1211
Jakewayinjurylaw.com

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS LISTED AND RECEIVE 

THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN 
MAGAZINES PLEASE MAIL A CHECK 

FOR $150 
(FOR A 6 MONTH LISTING) TO:  

THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN, PO BOX 
1782 MIDLAND, MI 48641-1782

Pick up your FREE copy of Thunder Roads Magazine at any one of these 
locations or any business with an ad in this issue. Thank you to all of our 

supporters for making Thunder Roads Michigan’s #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.
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