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I am so happy to be back in the publishing saddle again and soon 
on my bike saddle as well! Please remember that just like people 
that own bikes see bikers, people that own Jeeps see Jeeps, but 
non-bikers often don’t see us so ride with caution, especially as 
the season starts.  

I have a sad announcement…The Ride n’ Win contest has of-
ficially finally come to an eternal end. With that being said, you 
can save them for the good memories, but we will not be doing 
the contest this year. We will however be providing you 6 great 
issues filled with all of your favorites and the best resource tool 
for bikers in the state of Michigan! Don’t miss a single issue and 
subscribe for only $20 (covers 6 issues) today at ThunderRoad-
sMichigan.com    

We still have 2020 Thunder Roads Michigan Wall Calendars 
available still with FREE SHIPPING as well, which you can also 
order at ThunderRoadsMichigan.com for only $20, which helps 
to support Thunder Roads Magazine as it is free to you each and 
every month thanks to your support and our advertisers! You will 
see an ad in this issue that we are looking for bikes and models 
for the 2021 Wall Calendar so be sure to check that out!  

Thank you, readers, for your support and making Thunder Roads 
Magazine #1! Looking forward to the 2020 riding season and 
seeing all of you out and about at the events!  Don’t forget if 
you have an event to email the details to Jody@ThunderRoad-
sMichigan.com at least one month prior to be listed in the event 
calendar. We also offer charity discounts as well, just contact us 
and we can help you make to make your event a success!

Now for some “Mo” Advice:

You will be forced to face fear, but if you do not run, fear 
will be afraid of you.

Jody Mohowitsch
“Jody Mo”
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leather
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Leather Shop 
in Southwest 
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Huge inventory 
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Accessories

Saddlebags
travel Bags
Helmets / Boots
gel Seats

Concealment 
Shirts

It’s not what you ride... 
 it’s what you wear!

in StoCk Helmets by
Fulmer
Bell
& Badass

 ! WANTED ! 
SEASONAL PART-TIME 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
Sales Experience Preferred

Positive Attitude a Must!
Contact Jody Mo for More Info!

ON THE Cover

model  Amber Ray
photographer  DustyAustin.com
bike  2013 Harley-Davison Street Glide
bike owner  David Keen

Get Your Motors    
Runnin...
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The
Positive
Shift

Do it With Intentions, A Purpose!
We all want things in life and we want them now. Not in 3 
months, 6 months or a year, but now!  The waiting process 
and not seeing instant change can sometimes take you down a 
wrong path.  If you can slow you roll and realize where you are, 
it didn’t take you a day or two or a month to get there. 

We as humans are creators of habits. If you are constantly 
thinking or doing the same negative habit that you’ve been do-
ing for years and are ready for a change, it will take some prac-
tice and mental focus to redirect.  Redirect with intention and 
with a purpose that isn’t overwhelming to you.  

Think of it this way… if you can improve or alter something by 
1% a day, for 30 days, your focused and on the way to shifting 
ahead. If you want to a healthier lifestyle, it can be as simple 
as changing your “potato chip” habit to eating an apple a day to 
start.  Improve you exercise routine? Go for a 10 minute walk 
every day and increase it from there. Even if your wanting a 
new job, change three things on your resume a day until you 
get the resume you desire; sending your resume out to a com-
pany once a week.  Starting a business? Research one topic 
of desire for 15 mins and build from there.  The possibilities are 
endless but it’s starting somewhere with a focus and purpose.  
It’s important not to judge the action or the immediate result of 
the change but to keep focused with your intentions.

It’s important to trust yourself and your intuition.  Self-doubt 
won’t get you that 1%. Constant worrying will limit yourself.  
The secret to transforming your life is understanding “YOU” 
have everything already. When you commit to the act of 1% 
change every day and make it a habit, it is just as important to 
let go of judgment, which means you are now on the path of 
progress.  

Even small changes will have a huge impact. Intent is the most 
powerful concept because thoughts become things. Be pres-
ent, be in the now and do it with intentions.

Until then…Don’t Coast in Neutral, Positive Shift Ahead!

~ Stacie René   
www.stacierene.com
www.positiveshiftahead.com
#1 Best Selling Amazon Author of: “Positive Shift Ahead!” book

Hello, my brothers and sisters! I pray you’ve all had a pleasant 
winter, as pleasant as it can be. Good times with friends and fam-
ily—parties, dinners, laughter, and love. But I know we all are sick 
of the snow and are ready for riding season to begin.

This month I’d like to share with you how to be victorious while 
going through hardships, struggle, and sorrow—I know these are 
huge and weighty topics. But as you’ll see, the answer has been 
right in front of us the whole time.

We all go through tough times in life—job loss, best friend turns 
their back on you and talk’s trash, bad report from the doctor, bank 
account says there’s no more money. The list seems to be never-
ending. But no matter what, there is a friend who is closer than a 
brother—there is One who will never leave you or forsake you and 
there is One who gives us the strength to carry on. Jesus Christ, 
the son of God—throughout the Bible, He promised to never leave 
us or forsake us.

The apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 4:12–13: “I know what it 
means to lack, and I know what it means to experience over-
whelming abundance. For I’m trained in the secret of over-
coming all things, whether in fullness or in hunger. And I find 
that the strength of Christ’s explosive power infuses me to 
conquer every difficulty.” (TPT)
You see, no matter what we go through in life, we can know the 
secret to overcoming it all—the secret to this explosive power and 
strength to conquer all difficulty is only found in Jesus Christ. So, 
we can say it this way: Jesus is the secret to overcoming all spiri-
tual death, sickness, sorrow, pain, and difficulty.

So many say, “Where is God?” “Why does He allow this to happen 
or that to happen?” The answer is not that God has turned His back 
on us (mankind) but that mankind has turned our back on Him. Yet 
we still want all His blessings and goodness. There is a separation 
between God and all of us, His creation, and that separation is 
sin. But when we honestly turn to God, repent of our sins, and ask 
Jesus to be our Lord, Savior, and King, we now can experience the 
secret to being victorious in life.

Revelation 12:11: “They conquered him completely through 
the blood of the Lamb and the powerful word of his testi-
mony.  They triumphed because they did not love and cling to 
their own lives, even when faced with death.” (TPT)
Will you start this new year off with a new (or renewed) relationship 
with Jesus? Ask Jesus to be your Lord and Savior and ask Him 
to forgive you of all your sins and to make you a victorious over 
comer in Him.

Jesus Forever—Forever Jesus!

Much love and respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay
Senior Pastor, National President & Founder
Victory Biker Church International
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
www.victorybikerchurch.org

Biker 
Preacher’s 
Corner
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READERS RIDES

Chrome Wheel
Exchange Program

 
STARTING FROM 
$600.00 
EXCHANGE

IN-HOuSE 
DynoTuning
Powder Coating

We Work on all 
Makes & Models
from oil changes to 
complete custom modifications

We do Insurance work 
pick up and delivery available

CHROME 
HARLEY RIMS

273 s. ford blvd.
ypsilanti mi 48198

office 734-480-3148
fax 734-547-bike 

mon thru fri 
10am - 6pm 

sat appt only

www.ReflectionsCustomCycles.com

Tim VanderVoord
This is my 2014 Harley-Davidson Ultra Limited®. What 
inspired me to make a memorial on the front end of this 
bike is the loss of two very close friends. Sgt Chad Vollmer 
and Captain Drew Russell are true heroes in my eyes and 
many others. Just like all others that made the ultimate 
sacrifice for this great country USA.

Every year on Sgt Chad Vollmer, and Captain Drew Rus-
sell’s KIA date, I do a ride out here where I live in East 
Tennessee. I wish that more people out there will continue 
the remembrance of our nation’s heroes. Let them live on 
with just our efforts to remember all who did the ultimate. 
Thank you, Tim VanderVoord

Editors Note: Tim rode his bike up from Tennessee to be a part of the Honor 
Ceremony held for Fallen Soldier Sgt. Chad J. Vollmer in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
presented by the Freedom Cruise. He endured all types of weather including snow. 
I was able to meet Tim and speak with him about his bike and knew that those 
reading Thunder Roads would appreciate it as much as I did, for we support our 
veterans and honor our fallen soldiers.  ~ Jody Mo
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COMMON ISSUES FACING VETERANS
Life after the military can pose many challenges to veterans and 
family members. For some, returning to civilian life may feel like 
another battle that poses a variety of challenges that must not 
only be fought, but also understood and accepted in order to be 
successfully overcome. There are many factors involved in a vet-
eran’s readjustment to civilian life, some of which include:

•	 Understanding and abiding by civilian legal standards that 
may be different from military standards.

•	 Coexisting with cultures, values, and norms different from 
those of the military.

•	 Dealing with authority figures.

•	 Re-establishing and even re-evaluating relationships with fam-
ily and friends.

•	 Finding a new career path.

•	 Pursuing college/university education.

•	 Locating a new home.

Other factors of readjustment may even be a bit more complex. 
They may even be so complex for the individual veteran, that they 
prevent a progressive and positive readjustment towards a bright 
future. Depending on the individual veteran and whether or not 
he/she has the benefit of a positive support system, these intrinsic 
matters can be crucial to his/her overall transition and successful 
development. Such issues of concern include:

•	 Veteran’s relationship with him/herself, their sense of identity, 
purpose, and self-worth.

•	 Reassessment of life goals and ambitions, followed by setting 
and achieving personal/professional goals.

•	 Coping with “starting over” in society. No longer holding the 
respect and authority afforded by a particular rank and/or bil-
let, ultimately being regarded as “Joe Smith” versus “Sergeant 
Smith, the Platoon Sergeant.”

•	 Psychological effects of traumatic experiences, which may 
inhibit personal and professional growth. Examples include 
PTSD, survivor’s guilt, depression, and inclinations towards 
substance abuse/addiction.

•	 Physical handicap as a result of injuries sustained in combat. 
Such injuries may include disfigurement, amputation, and 
scarification.

As a whole, transitioning out of the military can be a very difficult 
experience, contrary to the common illusion of “everything being 
gravy in the civilian world.” The reality is that the civilian world 
abides by many standards that are seemingly opposite of those of 
the military. A few comparisons of these phenomena are:

VETERANS VETERANS 
     CORNER     CORNER

Civilian Military
• Individuality • Unit Cohesion
• Purchasing all essentials • Issued essentials
• Fragmented social structure • Organized social structure
• Limitless morals/values • Uniform morals/values

It is therefore imperative that veterans and family members work 
alongside one another for the overall long-term benefit of every-
one. Gaining an understanding of issues pertaining to a veteran’s 
transition is important not only for the veteran but also the family 
as well. Many veteran service organizations such as the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Dis-
abled American Veterans (DAV), American Legion, and numerous 
others specialize in supporting those veterans transitioning from 
active duty to civilian life. Services range from veterans benefits 
processing, clinical treatment, life coaching, and confidential one-
on-one consulting.

LINKS AND RESOURCES
•	 Department of Veterans Affairs
•	 Vet Centers
•	 American Legion
•	 Veterans of Foreign Wars
•	 Disabled American Veterans
•	 AMVETS
•	 Wounded Warrior Project
•	 Hire Heroes USA
•	 National Coalition for Homeless Veterans
• Forgotten Eagles

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

SHARON K. HARVEY
(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF
“RED”
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MICHIGAN NEW NO-FAULT “REFORM”
I reported on this about eight months ago. This new law is very 
important, and an update was needed, so I wrote this article.

Michigan has enacted a new law that drastically affects No-Fault 
auto law. The alleged reason for this law is to reduce premiums 
charged to drivers of “motor vehicles” (this means cars, trucks 
and vans, not motorcycles). 

Only Michigan motor vehicle insurance policies have PIP (Per-
sonal Injury Protection aka No-Fault benefits). The No-Fault 
benefits include up to three years of wage loss (presently ap-
prox. $5,500 per month), $20 per day for household chores, 
medical transportation/mileage, and all medical bill payment for 
life. This part of Michigan No-Fault law changes July 1, 2020. 

To clear up a big misconception, no, you cannot obtain No-
Fault/PIP coverage on your motorcycle. PIP coverage is 
often confused with purchasing separate medical coverage on 
your motorcycle. Further, a motorcyclist is entitled to PIP/No-
Fault benefits, but only when a motor vehicle (car, truck or van) 
is involved in the crash.   

NEW NO-FAULT LAW 
As of July 1, 2020, we will choose the amount of No-Fault PIP 
medical benefits for our ‘motor vehicles’ (not motorcycles).  The 
incentive that enticed legislators to vote to change the law was 
a guaranteed reduction in premium for this small part of our total 
policies. The choices are: 

•	 Unlimited coverage (same as old law) with 10% premium 
reduction for PIP health benefits

•	 $500,000 coverage with 20% premium reduction for PIP 
health benefits

•	 $250,000 coverage with 35% premium reduction for PIP 
health benefits

•	 $50,000 coverage with 45% premium reduction for PIP 
health benefits (to some Medicaid recipients)

•	 Opt out of this coverage entirely, available to those with 
other insurance/Medicare covering car accidents injuries.

THE HORRIBLE MOTORCYCLE PART
When a motorcyclist is entitled to PIP Medical benefits, the re-
sponsible insurance company that must pay the bills is the ‘mo-
tor vehicle’ involved in the crash. The new law allows people to 

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

choose the amount of PIP Medical on their cars and trucks as 
outlined above. Therefore, the new law appears to state that a 
motorcyclist will now be subject to whatever the negligent 
driver chose for his medical coverage! For example, if the neg-
ligent driver chose the $50,000 coverage, it seems that the mo-
torcyclist is only allotted $50,000 worth of PIP health benefits. 

If the ‘motor vehicle’ involved in the crash is uninsured or un-
known, a motorcyclist next goes to his/her own ‘motor vehicle’ 
(car or truck) insurance for PIP benefits. Therefore, I most 
strongly recommend choosing unlimited PIP for your car/truck. 
It may be the policy from which you claim your No-Fault PIP in 
your motorcycle crash!

POSSIBLE FIX 
There are two bills that have been introduced to try to fix this 
horrible part of the law as described above. The first is House 
Bill 4812 which was introduced and referred to the Committee 
on Insurance on July 18, 2019 where it sits with no apparent 
action. The second is Senate Bill 528 introduced with ABATE’s 
assistance. It was referred to the Committee on Insurance as 
well on September 17, 2019 where it sits. Senate Bill 528 is a 
better choice between the two in this lawyer’s opinion.  Contact 
your state senators to urge them of the important need to protect 
motorcyclists and fix this likely unintended terrible law. 

SUMMARY ANALYSIS: This new law will create a hardship for 
injured motorcyclists and an extreme hardship for severely in-
jured motorcyclists. 

WHEN NEW LAW GOES INTO EFFECT: No-Fault PIP choice 
of coverage starts July 1, 2020.

ACTION ITEMS FOR CHOOSING INSURANCE JULY 1, 2020: 
It is imperative that you act to protect yourself. Purchase unin-
sured motorist (UM) coverage and underinsured motorist (UIM) 
coverage on your motorcycle and other motor vehicles. I rec-
ommend $1 million worth of coverage. Choose unlimited PIP on 
your personal motor vehicles (your car/truck), because it may be 
the policy that pays your medical bills in your motorcycle crash. 
Remember, you get your PIP from the motor vehicle involved. If 
that motor vehicle is uninsured, the next place you look for PIP 
coverage is your car or truck’s insurance, and it will be in the 
amount you chose, so choose unlimited.

There is more information not covered here, given the limited 
space. Please visit our website www.motorcyclelawyermichi-
gan.com for more information.

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

Southfield Detroit Flint Mt. Clemens Grand Rapids Ann Arbor| | | | |

1 - 8 7 7 - B I K E R - L AW
(1-877-245-3752)

MOTORCYCLE WRECK?
Get THE Motorcycle Lawyersm

You know Attorney Jason Waechter: 

25 Years Handling Motorcycle Injury & Wrongful Death Cases

24/7 F r e e  C a s e  E v a l u a t i o n

www.TheMotorcycleLawyer.com

NO WIN
NO FEE

PROMISE

L A W  O F F I C E

SM

L i t i g a t i n g  M o t o r c y c l e
I n j u r y  &  D e a t h  C a s e s

H E  L I T E R A L LY  

W R O T E  T H E  B O O K !  

Lawyer Rider Host Author

Call the
specializing

lawyer.

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW
New Motorcycle Law – Most Horrible Ever!

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michigan attorney specializing in the areas of motorcycle and motor vehicle injury 
litigation, as well as Michigan’s Motor Vehicle No-Fault Law. Mr. Waechter has collected millions of dollars in settle-
ments, awards and verdicts for his motorcycle clients over the past 25 years. Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll-free 
at 1-877-BIKER LAW or visit www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com. 
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So I’m at the bank waiting in a very long line, and the guy in front 
of me is putting all the moves on the Teller and bragging about 
his new convertible Caddy, and going on a weekend getaway to 
Daytona just to get out of the city, and asks her if she’d like to 
have dinner with him and they can discuss the possibility of her 
joining him for the fab weekend getaway. 
The Teller looks at him and very calmly replies, “And where will 
we be going for dinner with all of the $11.34 in your checking 
account?
Ouch....!!  We all felt that on down the long line. 

I Love the South! It’s the only area in the U.S.A. where country 
folks actually talk to bugs before killing them: “Oooo, you done 
flew up in the wrong house today buddy, now your ass is mine!!” 

Teacher: Class, someone give me an example of a business failure 
due to Careless Management? 
Lil’ Joey is waving his hand frantically and the Teacher sighs and 
calls on him. 
Lil’ Joey: A prostitute getting pregnant. 
Teacher: Please leave my Class. 

Was at a buddy’s house who always acts as if he’s getting laid 
more than any guy we know. 
He was grabbin’ us a couple brews and I spotted a Personal 
Journal on his coffee table. Yesterday’s post read:  Day 47 without 
sex....I went to the beach and just sat in the waves so I could feel 
somethin’ slappin’ my ass!

Got a friend actually nicknamed Joker. He was at the bar acting all 
butt-hurt so asked him what up?
He looks at me all cra (cause he is) and says, “Bake a cake with 
Rum and nobody bats an eye. Bake brownies with laxatives and 
everybody loses their chit.” 

Skinny chicks love whining, “I’m getting thick.”
Chick please....I’ve seen more butt on a cigarette. 
Calm down there SlimJim. 

‘Dimwit Dewey’ is sitting in a public bathroom on the toilet when 
he hears female voices at the sink. Realizes he’s in the wrong 
bathroom.....yet again. 

JLo be working a stripper pole at 50! in her new movie ‘Hustlers’. I 
fall asleep wrong and my boobs tie together for The Next 3 Days! 
(*also great flick)

She was standing in the kitchen, preparing our usual Sunday 
soft-boiled eggs on toast for breakfast, wearing only the old, 
tattered Titans tee I’d given her many years ago.  As I walked in 
the kitchen she turned to me and said softly, “You’ve got to make 
love to me this exact moment!”. Damn the luck! Not wanting 
to lose the opportunity, I unzipped, picked her up and placed 
her adorable butt on the table and gave it my ole’ 1-2 stroke. 
Immediately afterward without missing a second she ran over to 
the stove with her tee-shirt still around her neck. Happy but a bit 
puzzled, I asked, “What was that all about?” 
She just looked at me, flashed that grin of hers’ and said, “The 
minute egg timer is broken.” 

Ole’ ‘Dimwit Dewey’ started a new job as a delivery man today. 
When he got to his very first address there was a sticky note left 
on the door saying “Dear Mr. Delivery Man, we’re out, please hide 
in the garage.” 
That was two hours ago and Dewey’s thinking these people must 
be new to the hide n’ seek game. 

If someone looks at your black clothes and asks, “Who’s funeral 
is it?” Just casually look around, nod your head and say, “Haven’t 
decided yet.” 

Just Be Aware: ALL chicks have at least 50 screen-shot quotes 
waiting in the album ready to post when the chit goes down.

Betcha’ it’s called ‘Almond Milk’ cause’ no one can say ‘Nut Juice’ 
with a straight face. 

Guy laying there w/ big grin, “Did you cum?” 
“Yeah, to my senses. Now get the hell out!”. 

Teacher: If I call on you, make a sentence using the word ‘dough’. 
Lilttle Janey: In Italy they make pizza using special dough. 
Tall Mary: My brother makes dinosaurs out of Play-Dough. 
Teacher: Oh, very good girls. She’s trying to ignore one student 
but he blurts out, as usual.....
Lil’ Joey: My Mom told Aunt Becky that Dad is sometimes useless 
so she has to use a dill dough. 

Ya’ know, I’ll never understand Why they say Silence Is Golden, 
when everyone knows that duct tape is obviously silver?Things That Make You Go Hmmmm?? 

Why does your OB-GYN leave the room when you 
get undressed, only to sit down in front of you 
and see all you got to see in plain view, when they 
return to the room?

If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is there 
a song about him?

Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool 
lane? 

A passenger in a taxi heading for Tampa Airport 
when he leaned over to ask the driver a question 
and gently tapped him on the shoulder to get his 
attention.
The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly 
hit a bus, drove up over the curb and stopped just 
inches from a large plate-glass window.
For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. 
Then, the shaking driver said, “Are you o.k.? I’m so 
sorry, but you scared the living daylights out of me.”
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the 
driver and said, “I didn’t realize that a mere tap on 
the shoulder would startle someone so badly.” 
The driver replied, “No, no, I’m the one who should 
apologize, it’s entirely my fault. Today is my very 
first day driving a cab. I’ve been driving a hearse for 
the past 25 years.”

GearHead returns home a day early from Sturgis as 
his bike broke down and he caught a lift just inside 
of town, and then grabbed a cab. 
It’s after midnight.
While on his way home, he asks the cabby if he 
would be a witness. The man suspects his wife is 
having an affair, and he wants to catch her in the 
act.
For $100 bucks, the cabby agrees. 
Quietly arriving home, the husband and cabby tip 
toe into the bedroom. 
GearHead switches on the lights, yanks the blanket 
back and there is his wife, in bed with another man, 
just as he suspected! 
GearHead puts his gun to the naked man’s head. 
The wife shouts, 
‘Don’t do it! I lied when I told you I inherited 
money from my Aunt Sarah. 
HE paid for the Audi I gave you on our Anniversary. 
HE paid for our new cabin cruiser. 
HE paid for your season tickets. 
HE paid for our house at the lake. 
HE paid for your African tour with your biker 
buddies and your new ATV. 
HE paid for the custom rims for your Ultra-Glide. 
HE paid for our Family WaterWorld membership
And, HE even pays the monthly dues on the kid’s 
Private schooling. 
Shaking his head from side-to-side, GearHead low-
ers his gun. He looks totally confused over at the 
cabby and says, 
‘What the hell would you do? 
The cabby never skips a beat and replies, ‘I’d cover 
his ass with that blanket before he catches a damn 
cold.’

Mildred, the small town gossip and self-appointed 
monitor of church morals, was always one to stick 
her nose into other people’s business. Most mem-
bers of the congregation did not approve of her 
intrusions, but she was feared due to her lethal 
forked tongue, so everyone maintained their si-
lence. 
She took that fatal step too far one day, when she 
accused “Lightning”, a biker, and new member of 
the Church, of being an alcoholic after she saw his 
old Chevy pickup parked in front of the small town’s 
only bar all morning and late into the night. She 
emphatically told Lightning in front of the entire 
congregation that “Everyone seeing that pickup 
there would know what he was doing”. Fact was, 
Lightning had volunteered to help Gus, the bar 
owner, repair a leaky ceiling in the kitchen. But Gus 
was not a member of the congregation so nothing 
was brought to light. 
Lightning, a man of few words but plenty of action, 
stared at her for a solid minute, then just got up 
and left the church. He said nothing. 
Later that early morning; around 1:00 a.m., Light-
ning parked his pickup directly in front of Mildred’s 
house, walked home, and left it there all night long 
and late into the lunch hour. 

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a 
cemetery plot as a birthday gift
The next year, I didn’t buy her a gift.
When she asked me why, I replied,
“Well, you still haven’t used the gift I bought you 
last year!”
Hello! Some people are so dense. 

“Putter” and all his golfing buddies are standing on 
the green while he’s got a very important shot to 
win the game that’s not over 15 feet to the hole; 
straight in. 
“Handicap” yells out, “come on, already, Putter, we 
all want to finish up and grab a drink”. 
Putter replies back, although in a hushed tone, 
“don’t bust my balls here huh? My wife’s up
on the Club’s veranda watching us and I want to 
get it right”. Handicap yells back, 
“Nah, forget about it, that’s way too far off, you’ll 
never hit her from here”. 

Hello and welcome back to my NPC column.
You have heard this before but it’s worth repeating. “Slow and steady wins the 
race” what I mean by that is not riding for a few months we can lose the little 
things that normally are familiar to us so take it easy to start and have a safe 
summer.
Now on to Politics! We only have a few months before Primary Elections 
and I am asking all riders in the 5th Congressional District (Genesee, 
Saginaw, Tuscola, Bay, Arenac and Iosco County’s) for their vote. ABATE 
(which I am a member of) regions 6, 7, 10, 16, and 20 are in the 5th and I 
need your help.
If you know anyone that lives in the 5thand they want to support a rider of over 
50 years to help pass laws like Anti-Profiling (and I have been profiled) or to 
keep our bike insurance down tell them to check me out. If you think your cur-
rent congressman (do nothing Dan) in the 5th knows what we want and need, 
think again! “It takes one to know one” check out my website at EarlLackieFor-
Congress.com. Along with your support at voting time I need your support NOW 
every little bit helps. If you can donate $20, $50, or $100 and make it reoccur 
every month you can put a biker in Washington.
I know our legislative Eagle eyes will be watching my votes and I wouldn’t ex-
pect anything less. I look forward to working with Eagle eyes like “Jinx” to make 
sure our riding freedoms remain FREE. The job I am asking you to “Hire” me 
for (Congressman) is a team effort and I still believe in “By the People, For the 
People, Of the People” so please visit my web page EarlLackieForCongress.
com to learn more about to me (besides being a biker) and what I stand for and 
hope to accomplish for the American people.
I am also the chair for the 5th Congressional District “Michigan 2A Sanctuary 
Counties” movement so please donate to a PATRIOT who believes “Shall Not 
Be Infringed” should remain just that!
As always, God Bless and Be Safe.
Earl Lackie
LackieForCongress@gmail.com

NOT
POLITICALLY
CORRECT

Earllackieforcongress.com
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Low Fee Guarantee… 

We care about bikers! Motorcycle accidents almost always 
result in severe injury or death. An accident can turn your 
life upside down. Mention this ad, and we will handle your 
motorcycle accident case for a significantly reduced fee. That 
puts more money in your pocket. We don’t pay lip service to 
bikers….we deliver real results!

no-FauLt no-Fee…
If you were struck by an automobile, you are entitled to 
Michigan No-Fault Benefits, including lifetime medical benefits, 
wage loss and attendant care. These benefits are payable 
regardless of fault and if you are seriously injured, you may 
not even need a lawyer to get your benefits. So why would you 
pay a lawyer a fee to collect what is rightfully yours? We will 
guide you through the claims process, BUT…unless we have 
to file a lawsuit…we will never charge an injured biker a fee 
to help them collect the no-fault benefits they deserve. Other 
lawyers take 33% of their client’s no-fault benefits, even when 
the insurance company is cooperating. We think that’s flat out 
WRONG! If your lawyer is taking a cut of your no-fault benefits 
every month, call us. WE CAN HELP!

resuLts Matter:
$5.1 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.2 Million for Seriously Injured Passenger
$1.2 Million for Closed Head Injury
$1.1 Million (Policy Limit) for Head Injury To Child Passenger
$365,000 for Fractured Leg And Pelvis
$250,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Ankle 
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Elbow
$100,000 (Policy Limit) for Fractured Foot

MotorCYCLe aCCIDent LawYers
Serving Injured Bikers in Michigan for Over 40 Years
MIllIOnS Of DOllarS recOvereD

JakewaYInJurYLaw.CoM /  810 .694.1211

We care, 
because We ride 

too!

w e ’ r e  L O O K I N G  F O R

 

T O  B E  F E AT U R E D  I N  T H E 

BIKES 
ANY MAKES, MODELS, STYLES

ALL YEARS, NEW OR OLD
CHOPPERS, BAGGERS, RAT BIKES, etc.

LADIES 
OVER 21 PLEASE
To be Featured for each month
PHOTOS WILL BE CLASSY SEXY

A T T E N T I O N !
If you think you have the right bike or the right look...

2021   CALENDARW
AL

L
&

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
SUBMIT FULL PICTURES and/or send QUESTIONS TO 
JODY@THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
PHOTOSHOOTS held THROUGHOUT SPRING & SUMMER
ESTIMATED COMPLETION DATE AUGUST 2020 OR SOONER!

DEADLINE ENDS WHEN ALL SPOTS ARE FILLED, BUT WILL CONTINUE TO ACCEPT PHOTOS FOR THE 
 2022 CALENDAR AND POSSIBLE OTHER THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN OPPORTUNITIES!



Insurance, Insurance, Insurance. Just in case some of you bikers who are reading Thunder Roads have 
no idea what’s behind the new insurance reform, you might want to get more involved with legislation 
that is going to change the way your coverage and medical expenses limit will protect you in case of an 
accident. ABATE is fiercely fighting for the motorcyclists’ rights in case of an accident! Under Senate Bill 
1, beginning July 1, 2020, motorists obtaining or renewing their auto insurance will be given the option to 
cap the medical portion of their no-fault benefits at $50,000, $250,000 or $500,000. When a motorcyclist 
gets injured, they incur medical expenses in excess of $500,000. So, if you were to get hit by a motorist 
who has only $50,000 or $250,000, you have to come up with the rest! This could cause you to file for 
bankruptcy or file for Medicare / Medicaid, putting additional burdens on these already strained entities. 

The ABATE Attorney—Dondi Vesperini from Buckfire & Buckfire Law Firm—strongly urges motorcyclists 
to contact your Legislator to support Senate Bill 528 which fixes this situation by placing the motorcy-
clists’ own auto insurance first in priority to pay the injured motorcyclists’ no-fault benefits. This way, 
motorcyclists—like motorists and pedestrians—are provided a choice regarding their no-fault benefits. I 
know it’s a lot to understand, but you might want to get more involved and contact your Legislatorin your 
area and see where he/she stands on this very important issue. 

I know everyone is getting the itch to get out and ride on the warm-enough days, but please be extra 
careful. Motorists are not aware of motorcycles at this time of the year, so please make your ride short 
and pleasurable. Spring is not far away! Everyone, please be ready for May as this is the month for 
Motorcycle Awareness. Those of you who read Thunder Roads please check for events in your area and 
see if there is something you can do to make a difference for the “Look Twice-Save A Life” campaign. 
Every little bit can make a huge difference. If you have any questions, please call 419-349-8075 and ask 
Hot Rod what you can do. Remember, the dumbest question or idea is the one you didn’t ask.

If you’re interested in hanging out with some ABATE members in April, Region 15 is putting on a bowling 
for motorcyclists’ rights event at the Biddle Bowl in Wyandotte on April 11th. To find out more, just go 
to www.abateofmichigan.org to get all the information you need to be part of one awesome non-profit 
organization that care for all bikers nationwide. There is nothing more enjoyable than being able to be 
yourself and hang out with same-minded Americans! You can dress the way you want, ride free, and 
enjoy our great nation! Keep reading Thunder Roads and catch-up with Jody. She’s an awe-
some gal and her magazine will help you go to some awesome events state-wide. 

May the road rise to meet you and the wind always be at your back!

Hot Rod Beaton
ABATE State Awareness Director

ABATE 
State Awareness Director
Hot Rod Beaton
419-349-8075

TO BECOME A MEMBER & SHOW YOUR SUPPORT…
ABATE of Michigan online membership. 

Visit our State website then click on: Membership / Join  www.abateofmichigan.org

SUNDAY JULY 19TH
18th Annual 

Niles Burn Run
Meet at RIVERFRONT PARK
Police, Fire & EMS Escorted

Regisistration 9am ~ Ride Leaves at Noon
$20 Bike / $30 with Rider IF PRE-REGISTERED BY JUNE 24TH 

AFTER THEN $30 Bike / $35 with Rider 
BIKE SHOW ~ FOOD ~ VENDORS

For more info go to www.nilesburnrun.com,  
Facebook, or Twitter

SUNDAY JULY 12TH
Red Knights Firefighters

M/C Poker Run
Meet at WOLVERINE HD

44660 N. Gratiot Ave
Clinton Twp, MI 48036

Regis 11 am- 12:30 pm, $15 per bike/ $10 rider
Food, Door Prizes, 50/50, Music & More
For more info call Chris 586-557-0892

Facebook: Red Knights Firefighters M/C MI 5 Events

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO A CAMP FOR BURN INJURED 
CHILDREN OPERATED BY THE GREAT LAKES BURN CAMP

SATURDAY JUNE 27TH
2nd Annual 

BKMC 37 Burn Run
Registration 11am / Ride Starts at the 

Richland Township Fire Station
8755 3rd Ave, Vestaburg, MI

Registration 10am, Kickstands up 1pm
Food, Drinks, Music

For more info go to www.brotherskeepersmc.com

SUNDAY AUGUST 2ND
Escort Kids to Camp

Great Lakes Burn Camp
Meet at WINGS STADIUM

3600 Vanrick Drive (Sprinkle Road), Kalamazoo MI 
Registration 10am-12:30pm ~ Ride Leaves 1pm

PRIZES ~ FOOD ~ 50/50 
For more info call Bill 517-206-1115

SATURDAY JUNE 6TH
Flint Axemen ~ MI 6 Fun Run

Meet at SCOOTERS BAR & GRILL 
6004 Torrey Rd. Flint, MI 

Registration 10am ~ All Bikes out by Noon 
Donations Only 

For more info call Halsey at 517-861-0457 
or Dan at 248-227-8055

SATURDAY JUNE 13TH
Nozzlemen M/C Ride

Starts at Skybox Bar & Grill, 
2825 E. Highland Rd. just north of M-59
Registration 3:30pm ~ Ride leaves 5pm

$20 Bike / $30 with Rider 
Food, Music & 50/50 Raffle Drawing.

For more info call Michael Moore 734-386-9292

SATURDAY JULY 11TH
3rd Annual 

Nozzlemen M/C Chapter 4
Poker Run

Starts / Ends To Be Determined
Register 11am - 1pm 

All Welcome, Food, 50/50, Prizes & More
Pre-Register by 6/29 $25 Driver, $40 Rider/Passenger 

or day of event $30/$50
For more info call Dave (Pappy) 734-735-7831
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TRMI EVENTS CALENDAR 2020

APRIL

April 4
Ray C’s H-D Customer Appre-
ciation Breakfast of Champions 
Event
Ray C’s H-D, Lapeer, MI.  11 
am - 2 pm.  For more info call 
810-664-9261

April 11
Spring Kick-Off
Prejudged MC, Roseville, 
MI.  Doors open at 7pm, $10 
includes AUCE
Raffles and 50/50.  For more 
info go to Prejudged M/C page 
on Facebook

April 19
Birch Run Motorcycle Swap 
Meet
Frankenmuth Credit Union 
Event Center, Birch Run, MI.  
10 am- 4pm, $8 pp.  For more 
info call 989-893-5187 (See 
ad this issue).

April 25
47th Annual Kalamazoo Mo-
torcycle Swap Meet
Wings Event Center, Kalama-
zoo, MI.  10 am- 4 pm, bikes, 
parts, leather, food, beer.  
For more info call 800-800-
6034 (See ad this issue)

April 26
15th Annual Blessing of the 
Bikes
Walter & Mary Burke Park, 
New Baltimore, MI.  Bever-
ages, patches, vendors, food.  
For more info call North Shore 
Church 586-273-7044

MAY

May 3
21st Annual Blessing of the 
Bikers
Church of the Living Word, 
Ovid, MI.  Hog roast AUCE 
$5, charity ride, ride in bike 
show regis by noon, 50/50, 
no pets.  For more info go 

to COTLW.org (See ad this 
issue).

May 3
Ride with the Eagles Early Bird 
Poker Run
Walled Lake Eagles, Walled 
Lake MI, Regis 9:30- 11 am, 
rain or shine, $20 per rider, $15 
per passenger, $10 dinner only, 
50/50, games, raffles, cash 
prizes.  For more info call Jim 
734-657-1046

May 10 
40th Annual Mother’s Day Swap 
Meet & Bike Show
Midland County Fairgrounds, 
Midland, MI.  10am - 4pm, 
Ride In Bike Show sign up 
from 10am to 1pm, show ends 
at 3pm. Event ends at 4pm.  
$5 admission, children under 
12 free!  For more details call 
Bubba 989-697-5525

May 15 & 16
Dell 4 Vets Annual Tribute to 
Vets Concert & Camp Out
Lazy K Ranch, Harrison, MI.  
Free 2 day concert & camp-
ing, music, food vendors, Sat 
poker run.  For more info email 
Wayne:  sell4vets@gmail.com

May 16
12th Annual Biker Blessing & 
Ride
Merriman Rd Baptist Church, 
Garden City, MI.  Gates open 
10 am, blessing 1 pm, ride 
2 pm, free food, free bike 
wash, music, bike show, 
door prizes.  In case of in-
clement weather rain date is 
Sat, May 30th.  For more info 
go to mrbcfaithriders.com 
(See ad this issue)

May 16
16th Annual Holiday Camp 
Benefit Motorcycle Ride
Cabela’s, Dundee, MI.  $25 
solo rider, $10 passenger, 
Regis 11 am, Leaves 12:30 

pm, ends at The Point Pub & 
Grub, free continental break-
fast, blessing at noon, police 
escorted, meal at the end, 
door prizes, raffles & more. 
For more info visit Law Dogs 
of Monroe on Facebook (See 
ad this issue).

May 22-25
25th Annual Memorial Week-
end Motorcycle Rally & 
Blessing
Hudson Leather, Pioneer, 
OH.  Sat bike show, all 
makes/models, live bands, 
vendors, blessing Sunday.  
For more info go to Hudson-
Leather.com (See ad this 
issue).
 
May 23 & 24
Bubbas Memorial Weekend 
Classic 
Bubba’s Tri-City Cycle, Lin-
wood, MI.  Saturday charity 
bike show, Sign up is 10-12, 
Sunday charity poker run.,  
Sign up is  10-12, $10 donation 
asked for bike show or poker 
run. 100% of the money raised 
is donated to Camp Fish Tales, 
a local barrier free camp.  For 
more details call Bubba 989-
697-5525

JUNE

June 6
Great Lakes Burn Camp 
(GLBC) Flint Axemen ~ MI 6 
Fun Run
Meet at Scooters Bar & Grill, 
Flint, MI.  Regis 10am ~ All 
Bikes out by Noon, Dona-
tions Only.  For more info 
call Halsey at 517-861-0457 
(See full page ad this issue).

June 7
Blessed in Hell 
Hell Creek Ranch, Hell, MI.  
Gates open 10:30, $10 per 
bike, bike show, live band, 
4 blessings; 11:30, 12:30, 
1:30, 2:30, over 20 vendors.  

Don’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com.
Bike Nights are listed in their ads .
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of Thunder Roads MI - please patronize our advertisers.
To help you make decisions about large events during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, go 
to cdc.gov for health guidelines and be sure to contact the event to make sure it has not been 
cancelled.

For more info go to Hell-
CreekRanch.com (See ad 
this issue)

June 13
Great Lakes Burn Camp 
(GLBC) Nozzlemen M/C Ride
Starts at Skybox Bar & Grill, 
2825 E. Highland Rd. just 
north of M-59
Registration 3:30pm ~ Ride 
leaves 5pm, $20 Bike / $30 
with Rider
Food, Music & 50/50 Raffle 
Drawing.  For more info call 
Michael Moore 734-386-9292 
(See full page ad this issue).

June 13 & 14
25th Annual Vintage Motorcy-
cle Show & 2 Day Swap Meet
Gilmore Car Museum, 
Hickory Corners, MI.  Sat 
swap only, Sun show & swap 
9 am – 4 pm, rain or shine. 
Regis or for more info go to 
GilmoreCarMuseum.org (See 
ad this issue)

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting 

your event in Thunder Roads Magazine 
of Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our Magazine 
will have their event Posted on the Pull-
Out Calendar (specific issues) and your 
Event will be Highlighted in the Thunder 
Roads Events Calendar of the Magazine. 

(Call about our Special Discounts for 
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads 
Magazine and on our web site, send the 

information to:  
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com 

Event information must be received prior to 
the 10th of the month preceding the event 

month to be posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead before planning to 
attend any event as the information/dates 

may change. 
Thunder Roads is NOT responsible for errors or 

omissions.
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SPORT TOURING CORNER 

Motorcycling in a Pandemic
BY NORM KERN, MSTA EDITOR / REASONSTORIDE.COM CONTRIBUTOR 

March 17, 2020- I don’t usually date my columns, but the infor-
mation on the coronavirus pandemic is changing so fast that it 
might all be out of date by the time you read it. We’re doing the 
best we can. This is not a good time for most of the activities we 
traditionally enjoy, but what about motorcycling?

Thoughts about riding your motorcycle
As long as you’re moving you are safe. You are not close to other 
people. You’re getting fresh air and shaking “cabin fever,” which 
is good for your morale, as well as for your health. Gas is cheap 
and readily available right now.

The risk comes when you stop for a break or fuel at a gas sta-
tion. First, you handle the pump hose which has been touched by 
many others.  When you go inside to pay or pick up a snack, you 
encounter other people. If you pay with cash, you get change and 
a receipt that has been through many hands.

This is not a time to travel either. Restaurants are closed for all 
but take out food. Hotels can put you in close contact with oth-
er people and buffets and free breakfasts ought to be strictly off 
limits.

How can we minimize the risk of infection?
Dress for the ride- I always 
wear full gear, including full 
face helmet and full- fin-
gered non-porous leather 
gloves. If you want to be 
extra safe, wear dispos-
able surgical rubber gloves 
under the leather ones. 

At gas stops, I leave my helmet 
and gloves on while I gas up. I 
carry my credit card in a sleeve 
pocket I can reach with my glove 
on. Pay at the pump. Do not go 
inside the store. If you want food 
or drink, pack it on your bike and 
bring it from home. 

If the situation forces you to be around other people, do not make 
physical contact and try to maintain a distance of at least six feet. 

Using the restroom at a gas station/convenience store is probably 
the biggest risk of all as it is full of contaminated surfaces. You 
cannot get out of some rest rooms without pulling a door handle or 
turning a knob. The rest room might not have paper towels- just a 
blower hand dryer that is like a carburetor for vaporizing pathogens 
and filling the air with them.  

This may sound barbaric, but stopping at the side of a deserted 
country road to urinate is safer than using a public restroom. You 
could also limit your time on the bike so you are home by the time 
you get the urge. Restrooms in rural public parks with few visitors 
might be an option. Just bring your own toilet paper, napkins, tow-
els, etc, and keep your hands clean.

When you get home, remove your gloves and gear. Get the 
credit card you used for gas and wipe it off with an alcohol 
wipe, hand sanitizer or soap and water. Thoroughly wash your 
hands with soap and water. Avoid touching your face unless 
you have washed your hands recently.

That sounds pretty good for now when there 
are very few known coronavirus cases in your 
area, but are there additional considerations if 

very many other people get sick? YES. 

Our medical system will likely become stressed in the case 
of widespread illness. What if you crash your bike? Will there 
be emergency vehicles and personnel available to treat you? 
If you are taken to the hospital, there may not be adequate 
personnel or facilities to care for you there either. Given the 
contagious nature of the Corona virus, being in the hospital 
at the same time there are many virus cases is probably not a 
good thing.

The risk of exposure
For our children, Corona virus is not a big risk. Effects for them 
are mild in most cases and mortality is low, but risk increases 
with age, rising sharply past age 60. 

FROM THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PRE-
VENTION (CDC): Older adults and people who have severe 
underlying chronic medical conditions like heart or lung 
disease or diabetes seem to be at higher risk for developing 
more serious complications from COVID-19 illness. Please 
consult with your health care provider about additional steps 
you may be able to take to protect yourself. 

Since the situation changes day by day, go to https://www.cdc.
gov/ for the latest information.

A FINAL THOUGHT
We have some of the best medical care in the world, 
but our system can still be overwhelmed if we have 
too many cases at one time. That might be the best 
reason to stay home and sit this one out.

You can find Sport Touring articles from Norm in the Blog / Fea-
ture section of ReasonsToRide.com – with new ones added 
each month.
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9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits

Bullet PointsBullet Points
Welcome to

SILLY SEASON 
(REDUX) 

Well here we are again at the beginning of election season 
2020, and we are all suffering from electoral fatigue. Being bom-
barded with endless radio and tv commercials, unsolicited cam-
paign information stuffed in our mailboxes or shoved inside our 
doors, junk emails, campaign phone calls, yard signs, bumper 
stickers, etc., etc., etc., is more than enough to turn an other-
wise sane person into a babbling, pants wetting, window licker 
on the short bus to the laughing academy. The amount of money 
spent on advertising alone proof positive that there is way too 
much money spent on our electoral process which results in 
information overload and drives normally responsible citizens 
away from the polls. Sometimes I suspect that it is by design 
intended to manipulate elections and control total vote counts.

The problem with this year’s election is that there has never 
been as much at stake for the future of our children and grand-
children. When Woodrow Wilson became president in 1913, 
he set in motion what would become the base of the modern 
progressive movement. Twenty years later FDR set much of 
that foundation in cement under the guise of recovering from an 
economic depression. Which left us as a nation ill prepared for 
WWII.  For over a hundred years progressivism has eaten away 
at the vision of the founders of self-governance by the people 
and created an unmanageable federal bureaucracy that forces 
its will on all but the super wealthy or politically well heeled.  God 
help anybody who dares rock the progressive boat or expose its 
ugly underbelly.

I am not going to mince words, every Democrat running for their 
party nomination is a socialist and the only difference between 
them is how quickly they intend to impose their doctrine on us.  
Sanders and Warren are true died in the wool socialists, who will 
quickly transition us to an authoritarian top down governmen-
tal system with absolute power out of Washington crushing the 
heartland to placate the costal population centers.  The others 
will be more incremental, much like the frog in the pan of wa-
ter on the stove who doesn’t realize what’s happened until he’s 
cooked. Even the most moderate of these democrats will tell 
you what they intend if you take the time to listen. Maybe that 
is why they are all supporters of radical gun control, Joe Biden 
came right out and declared that he would use the military, if 
necessary, to take “assault rifles” from the people.  All I got to 
say to Joe is, “good luck bitch!”

What scares me is 
the pretty packag-
ing progressives wrap the turd they call freedom and fairness 
in.  After all who would turn down free medical care, free child 
care, free education, free paid leave from work, free, free, free, 
you get the idea and lots of people who have never been com-
pletely responsible for their lives will be more than happy to al-
low the government to be their new mommy and daddy.  What 
they don’t understand is that under the “free stuff” government 
they will never have anything or own anything that is truly theirs 
because at any time a bureaucrat can step in and seize it all.  
My grandfather’s family owned a coopery in England for several 
generations where they were curved wood craftsmen. They built 
the staircases in the grand salon on the original Queen Eliza-
beth ocean liner as well as the curved face cabinetry in all of 
the staterooms and humped back trunks used by the affluent to 
move personal belongings from home to the ship in preparation 
for an ocean voyage.  After the First World War the three young-
est sons (grandpa included) were given money to immigrate 
anywhere in the world they wanted to live because while the 
business was successful, their father knew that it would never 
support the families of all six boys. Following the Second World 
War, when Great Britain went all in on socialism, the government 
stepped in and said they needed the property the coopery sat 
on for a housing project and shut down the operation and seized 
the property, which employed over a hundred master craftsmen 
and supported numerous other local businesses. By the time 
they were done former workers were left to feed their families off 
the government teat, other local businesses were forced out of 
business and a whole community was crushed by a socialistic 
grand scheme.  That will be the fate of the mid-west if we allow 
progressivism to dig its roots deeper into the fabric of America.  

Too many of our fellow citizens are little more than single issue 
voters who refuse to recognize the potential price of their narrow 
point of view. Imagine a nation without gasoline, or diesel fuel 
where the cost of common utilities soars well above what the 
typical family can afford to pay. How do you feel about standing 
in bread lines or waiting for rationed food, clothing and even 
toilet paper?  Well it’s in the works; the progressives call it the 
“green new deal” supported by every candidate seeking the 
Democrat nomination.  Think about it!

BY RICK WYATT

THUNDER 
FUN

Jody“Mo’s”

Inspiration

People often say that this person has not yet found himself, but 
the self is not something one finds, it is something one creates. ~ 
Thomas Szasz

Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control, these three alone 
lead life to sovereign power. ~ Alfred, Lord Tennyson

Every day, in every way, I am getting better and better. ~  
Emile Coue

Motorcycle Quotes & Sayings

“Life is not about waiting for the storms to pass: it’s about 
learning how to ride in the rain!” ~ Anonymous

“A bike on the road is worth two in the shed.” ~ Anonymous

“You are on your own. You are not protected by two tons of 
steel, rubber, foam padding and safety glass. Neither are you 
steering two tons of guided missile toward other cars, people 
and property. If you are prepared to accept the responsibility 
of your own actions, then motorcycling can be both safe and 
thrilling. Riding is an art as well as a craft and no amount 
of explanation can take the place of experience.” ~ Theresa 
Wallach, Easy Motorcycle Riding, 1970

 24 APRIL 2020   THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN APRIL 2020  THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 25WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COMWWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM



IN THE SHOP WITH RON

Before we get started this month, I would 
like to welcome everyone back to THUN-
DER ROADS of MICHIGAN. It has been a 
long strange winter here in our great state 
but hopefully spring has indeed finally 
sprung.

When you folks have a chance, give a 
shout out to Jody Mo; she faced a difficult 
decision to print the magazine only dur-
ing the riding season. Whenever you can, 
please patronize the businesses and ser-
vice providers that advertise in this (FREE) 
magazine, after all, they are all the ones 
that make it possible.

Getting ready to ride for the upcoming 
season is very exciting but let’s not get so 
excited we need to first go over our bikes 
to insure our riding season is as safe and 
trouble-free as possible. The riding season 
here in Michigan is already too short—you 
don’t want to miss any of it because of 
something that could have been prevented 
with normal maintenance and/or service 
procedures.

I prefer to change the engine, transmission, 
and primary oil every spring, regardless of 
mileage. If you prefer to wait until mileage 
dictates that it is time for normal service 
that is your decision. For purposes of this 
article, we will skip the oil change. Before 
starting the motorcycle, make sure the bat-
tery is fully charged. Check the connections 
at the battery for tightness and make sure 
they are not corroded or frayed. 

Give the entire motorcycle a thorough visu-
al inspection. Look for anything that looks 
out of place. Check for loose or missing 
bolts, any signs of rodent activity, or any 
leaks that may have developed during stor-
age. If all looks well, start the engine and 
let it run until it is up to normal operating 
temperature. While the bike is warming up, 
check for any oil leaks. I always put a clean 
piece of cardboard on the floor under my 
bike; this saves the question of rather or not 
that spot was already on the floor. 

Now is a good time to check all lights, turn 
signals, brake lights (front and rear), high- 
and low-beam on headlight, and four-way 
flashers, if so equipped. Check the horn. 
At this point, I shut off the engine. While 
it is cooling down, check the air filter, and 
service or replace as necessary. With the 
air filter off, it’s a good opportunity to look 
things over in the carb/throttle body area. 
Check all hoses and wiring for any crack-
ing, splitting, dry rot,etc. This is a good time 
to lubricate throttle cables and or any link-
age, if necessary.

Next, start looking at everything from the 
tires to the tips of the grips. Check tires for 
proper air pressure; tread depth, bulges, 
etc. Look closely at the sidewalls for any 
signs of cracking or splitting. 

If your wheels are spoked, check for loose 
or missing ones. Check mag and alumi-
num wheels also, as potholes have a way 
of taking their toll. Make sure you check 
brakes, both front and rear. Lift the wheel 
off the ground and turn the wheel while ap-
plying the brake, and listen for any grinding 
noises. Check for any binding or tight spots 
and verify that the pads released. Check 
pad thickness. Check drive belt or chain 
for excessive wear, alignment and proper 
tension, look at drive pulleys or sprockets 
to make sure there are no worn or miss-
ing teeth and nothing is bent. Check the 
front fork tubes for rust or corrosion. Look 
at seals and dust covers for rips, tears, or 
leaks. Turn the handle bars from full right 
to full left (preferably with wheel off the 
ground) check for any rough or binding feel-
ing in the steering head bearings; make 
sure cables are not restricting movement. 
Look over rear shocks as well for leaks or 
worn bushings. 

Think back to the last couple of rides of 
the last season. Was there anything going 
on that you were going to “take care of in 
the off season” that may have slipped your 
mind?

 

RIDE SAFE RIDE OFTEN...
WE SHARE YOUR PASSION  
Ron

SPRING HAS 
SPRUNG

by Ron Johnson
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DEALERS & SERVICE 

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson
491 S Lapeer Rd
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-664-9261
Raycsh-d.com

Stevens’ Cycle Sales 
3636 S. Huron Rd
Bay City, MI 48706

www.stevenscycle.com
989-684-9872

Stevens’ Sports Center
1911 E. Airport Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-631-6450

MC PARTS & SERVICE

Bad Pig Customs
1806 E 9 Mile Rd

Hazel Park, MI
248-544-7447

Parts-Service-Maintenance

Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave

Roseville, MI 48066
1-800-505-0258

Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St. 

Lansing, MI. 48910
517-394-7840  

www.huntshogshop.com 

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave

St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE

Like us on Facebook

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C

Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180

Like us on Facebook

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd

Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148

www.reflectionscustomcycles.com

TTBAD Customs
Motorcycle Metal Works

Service, Upgrades, Custom Bodywork
Painting, Fabrication, Detailing

by Appt. 5912 Mulliken Rd, Charlotte
517-983-9327

MOTORCYCLE GROUPS

ABATE
To Join:

www.abateofmichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI

CURRENT ENDORSEMENT REQUIRED
Take your Riding to the Next Level, 

Learn from Certified Police Motorcycle 
Instructors.

www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com
248-855-4444

BARS & RESTAURANTS

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday 

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640 

989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesdays

Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave
Baldwin, MI 49304

Live Music- Famous Bloody Marys
Bike Night Wednesday

Beer & Brats Bar & Grill
4562 N. Eastman Rd
Midland, MI 48642

989-835-9238
Homemade Brats

Bike Nights Tuesday

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387 

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd
Elwell, MI 48832

Year-Round Ride Card
Check in’s

Hell Saloon
4095 Patterson Lake Rd

Hell, MI 48169
734-648-0669

Booze, Beats & Eats

Michigan Biker Law
Motorcycle Injury Lawyers

1-800-MI-Biker
www.michiganbiker.com

Motorcycle Accidents Only

PARTY STORES & MORE

Museum of “MOSES”
Vintage Harley Collection 

A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store

Located 8 miles east of McBain, MI
(Vogel Center)  museumofmoses.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,

Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

CHURCHES

Victory Biker Church 
12190 Miller Rd

Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org

810-247-6332

REALTORS

Mi Choice Realty
Rhonda Cerone
C: 734-819-0026

rhondacerone@gmail.com
Serving All of Southeastern MI

ADULT 
NOVELTIES/BOUTIQUES

After Dark Fantasies
 Boutique

152 E. Saginaw Rd Suite 1
Sanford, MI 48657

989-687-9669

VEHICLE RUSTPROOFING

Henderson Brothers Rustproofing
Since 1962

402 E. Lyon, Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd

New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

www.McNastysSaloon.com

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St

St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851

Bike Night Every Wednesday

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave

Wixom, MI 48393
248-449-9667

www.stingersbarwixom.com

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

LODGING & CAMPING

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23

Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Fox River Motel
1588 W Highway M28

Seney, MI 49883
906-499-3332
Biker Owned

Oscoda Area 
Convention Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-oscoda / www.oscoda.com

LEATHER & REPAIR

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.

Sturgis, MI. 49091 / 269-651-2464

INSURANCE

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800

www.safeguardtricity.com
Biker Owned

LEGAL SERVICES

Jakeway Injury Law
Motorcycle Accident Lawyers

810-694-1211
Jakewayinjurylaw.com

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
Free Legal Advice

CALL: 1-877-BIKER-LAW
www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

No Win/No Fee Promise

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOUR 
BUSINESS LISTED AND RECEIVE 

THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN 
MAGAZINES PLEASE MAIL A CHECK 

FOR $150 
(FOR A 6 MONTH LISTING) TO:  

THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN, PO BOX 
1782 MIDLAND, MI 48641-1782

Pick up your FREE copy of Thunder Roads Magazine at any one of these 
locations or any business with an ad in this issue. Thank you to all of our 

supporters for making Thunder Roads Michigan’s #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.
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