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LETTER FROM OWNERS DON INTRO

Let me take you back to December 12, 2022, with 
me.  I remember Aly and I sitting in our new 
makeshift office, and we were so excited about 

where everything was going to go in the limited space 
we had.  It was like the scene from Step Brothers where 
they are excited about all the activities they are now 
going to have room for.  We were going to have desks 
across from each other!  Did we just become best 
friends!?  - lol.   
At that time, we were pillaging through everything 
we could get our hands on for ideas for the magazine.  
We just couldn’t wait to write the things we thought 
were important on our enormous dry erase board we 
just had to have.  It was a roller coaster of omg what 
did we do?... to omg it’s going to be so much fun!   It 
was exciting to think about being able to travel and 
call it work!  HA!  Now there’s some humor!  On that 
enormous dry erase board we had written “Find a place 
or person that builds bikes to follow and write about.”  
We needed content!  We needed something the 
readers would enjoy following.   Low and behold, we 
found the Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build Competition 
on Facebook. It was exactly what we were looking for!  
It was fresh, it was just about to begin, and they were 
looking for a way to get the word out.  Perfect.
I reached out to Derek Long, the master mind behind 
the WSMB and it was refreshing to know that he was as 
excited as we were to have made the connection.  It’s 
pretty cool looking back and seeing how things moved 
along and progressed.  From our first talk, our first 
meeting, the final updates, and now preparing for the 
big reveal and winner to be chosen at Owosso Vintage 
Motorcycle Days.  Wow where does time go?!  It’s been 
a roller coaster for Aly and I the last 9 months, but we 
have to hand it to the Wyld Stallions Builders.  You guys 
have had some struggles and you all deserve a round 
of applause for the courage, faith, and efforts that you 
all have put into this competition.  Life has its way of 
slowing us down sometimes and making us reevaluate 
our priorities.  Regardless of finishing or not.  Show up.  

Be proud of your efforts.  
Be proud for challenging 
yourself.  Some of you have 
gone through the ringer over 
the last few months.  Kudos 
to all of you!  No regrets… 
we’ll see you guys on August 
26th at the show, and we 
can’t wait to celebrate with 
all of you at the Grease Rag 
Customs shop afterward!   

~ RJ & Aly

My name is Don, 
AKA Goose,

I love to hunt, 
fish, and ride my 
Harley…but not 
necessarily in 
that order. I don’t 
have the typical 
“I grew up on 2 
Wheels” story. 

I always 
wanted to ride, 
but I decided a 
long time ago 
that if I couldn’t 
afford a Harley…
I’d wait.  After 
I retired from 

Lexamar Corporation, I promised my “Old Lady” I’d quit 
smoking in exchange for a motorcycle.  I am now the 
proud owner of a 2013 Harley-Davidson Softail Slim, and 
it may be my new #1 hobby. It was 1 year ago I made 
that purchase, and I’ve been rollin’ up the odometer on 
Michigan’s Thunder Roads ever since.

I also have a passion for photography, and that’s how I 
met the Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine crew.  I was 
attending the 3rd Annual Mackinaw Rally and with my 
camera in hand I decided to introduce myself to RJ & 
Aly.  Short story, I’m now a Thunder Roads Michigan team 
member!  After all, what could be better than traveling 
on 2 wheels all over Michigan taking pictures?  I’d call 
that a Dream Job! 

I hope we get to cross paths out on these Michigan 
Thunder Roads.  If you see me out there, please say hi… 
I’d love to meet you.

Goose
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WILD & THREE
Hi! I’m Barb Wilson (aka “Red”), the newest 

member of the Thunder Roads Michigan family. 

My hubby Rick (aka “Big Guy”) and I own a black HD 
TriGlide Ultra. We purchased it new in 2017. 

Since he was a teenager, Big Guy has ridden 
motorcycles. He encouraged me to jump on behind 
him and I discovered I LOVED it! So far, we’ve visited 
fifteen states, racked up the wind therapy, and 
attended a lot of motorcycle events.

We did agree on a couple of concessions when we 
started riding. Beside the trike, best purchase? Helmet 
communicators—which are awesome, by the way—
and we have so much bike gear now we could open 
our own accessories store! 

Every event we attend, every bike night we park 
at, every rally we ride to, all the charity runs we 
participate in—no matter what, we have had a blast 
seeing old friends and meeting new ones who share 
our hobby.

Whether it is the 2018 HD Homecoming in 
Milwaukee, the 2019 HOG Rally in the UP, or our first 
trip to Sturgis in 2018, we encountered warm, friendly 
people. These folks never hesitated to help you if you 
needed it, and were happy to share a joke or a cold 
beverage on a hot day. 

I’m positive a few of you readers will recognize that 
sign in the picture! 

And if that isn’t familiar to you…how about the pic 
of Main Street? 

We joined 500,000 fellow riders on a few of the 
most beautiful roads in the country, heard some 
amazing music, and met some equally amazing 
people.

Our Sturgis trip in 2018 was a bit out of the ordinary, 
both good and bad. I’ll be sharing some of those 
adventures with you in a future column. Let’s say for 
now that I am really hoping that old saying about 
“pain plus time equals humor” is true.

This summer, we are doing as much riding as we 
possibly can, most of it within the state of Michigan. 
If you are on the road or at an event/rally, keep an eye 
out for us. Please come up and introduce yourself—
you might just see your name in a future column.

We’re thrilled to join RJ’s and Aly’s TRM family, and 
we can’t wait to see more cool places, attend more 
rallies, and make new friends. 

RIDE ON!
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Smoke N’ GearZ

“It’s a man’s world” 
-James Brown

For many years, there has 
been a double standard in the 
motorcycle world between men 
and women.  I presume due to 
the safety hazards and women 
are most known for being 
nurturers and home makers.  
However, it’s a new era…AND 
hear them roar-MEOWWWW!  
Just kidding, these ladies are 
pounding the pavement and 
making the sound of Thunder 
like an August storm in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.

In the 1930’s, an African 
American woman set a goal 
of riding her iron horse across 
the United States.  This was a 
trailblazing effort at that time in 
American history.  Her bravery 
has left many women with big 
shoes to fill, or should I say, big 
tanks to fill.

Bessie Beatrice White, or 
Betsy Leonora Ellis, (depending 
on what records are located) 
was born in 1911 and after six 
marriages, we now know this phenomenal woman 
as Bessie Stringfield.  She was publicized for riding 
American made motorcycles, her first known ride 
was a 1928 Indian Scout, she then moved to a 
heavier bike made for long distance riding, but 
she owned many other bikes throughout her life. 
Her profession was a civilian courier for the US 
Army, and her 61 cubic inch Harley Davidson was 
her method of transportation.  Little known fact, 
the American Motorcyclist Association created an 
award in her honor in the year 2000, The“Bessie 
Stringfield Memorial Award.”

Fast-forwarding to today, the women of 2023 
are definitely “puttin’ in work” to show that while it may be a 
man’s world, it would be nothing without a woman.  As I hit local 
and international motorcycle sets, women are showing up with 
their own works of art.  From rice burners to touring bikes, Sisters 
of all nationalities are keeping Mrs. Stringfield’s legacy alive and 
well.  Here on the Detroit set, two women just made an amazing 
feat. 

 “FREE AND KELLEE DOES ALASKA!!”  Their two-week, 8,087.5-
mile journey was filled with laughs, tears, playing mechanics, and 

numerous moments of bonding.  
Both ladies are avid riders and 
shared some valuable knowledge 
of their pilgrimage.  For riders 
that plan to visit Alaska-stay 
tuned…

History of both riders:
Free: Also known as Amina 

Kidd with da Razz, was Born in 
Detroit, and grew up in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana around auto/
bike racing.  She was nicknamed 
Dr. Doo Little by Kellee due to 
her love for animals that was 
showcased during their trip.  Her 
first bike was a 2016 Dyna, and 
she has since graduated to a 2018 
Street Glide named Silver Bullet.

Kellee:  The risk-taker born 
in Detroit.  Her first bike was a 
2010 Softail Rocker.  Her riding 
mindset? “One bike for the road 
and another to go from 7 Mile 
to Belle Isle.”  Her current bike is 
a 2022 Road Glide CVO named 
Mean Grean.  Fun-fact, Kellee had 
already completed 48 states prior 
to the trip.

What inspired you to go to 
Alaska?

Free: I wanted to explore the world on my own 
terms, and I had the time to do it. 

Kellee:  I love to go on the road and feel one 
with my bike.  My friend and Sister wanted to go, 
and I also had time to do it.  The date got pushed 
back a few times, but we made it happen!

What was the funniest part of your trip?
Free: We were coming back from British 

Columbia; we had made it to Washington State 
and had 3 minutes to get to the Ship Harbor Inn 
hotel that closed at 10pm.  (5316 Ferry Terminal 
Rd. Anacortes, WA 98221…1-360-293-5177) While 
it wasn’t funny then, it is hilarious now.  There was 

this “Demon Drop Driveway,” we had no idea what was on either 
side of it; no streetlights, dark, and the GPS was little help at this 
very moment.  Due to the safety-factor and the unknown, I started 
to consider going to another hotel, but Kelly talked me through it.  
However, my faith along with the advanced cycle class that I had 
attended to sharpen my skillset allowed me to cross the driveway 
and make the tight turn without incident.  (Both ladies laughing 
while reliving the moment)

Kellee: Every time we stopped for gas, Free gave her bike a wash 

The Legacy of “Bessie Stringfield” 
and Those Carrying the Torch

with the squeegee at the gas 
pump.  I said girl, the bugs are a 
signature of your being on the 
road.  However, that is my sister 
and if that’s what made her feel 
better, I was all for it.

How much did the trip cost? 
(Without shopping LOLOL)

Unison statement:  
Approximately $3500.00 per person

What advice do you offer to 
someone that plans to do this voyage?

Free: RIDE YOUR RIDE, pack for 
every season, but don’t over-pack.  
Understand there are various styles 
of riding (aggressive, easy-going, 
or somewhere in between) and not 
everyone rides the same, appreciate 
them for who they are.

Kellee: Make sure you have dog tags 
with vital information, have numerous 
conversations with your riding partner 
prior to the day of the trip.  Get gas 
early after crossing into B.C. and fill up 
at half tank or take a gas container with 
you.  

Closing remarks:
Free: When you are on your 2-wheeled excursions, this is the 

time for you to be totally “FREE” and gain mental clarity.  Enjoy it 
and take it all in, enjoy the views, the weather, and the time for 
yourself.

Kellee: Take an advanced rider’s course, either at your local 
Harley dealership or one of the local community colleges.  They will 
teach fast-paced cornering, tight turns, quick stops, maneuvering 
the bike at high speeds to avoid things in the road, etc.

These ladies earned the term “Scooter Bums.”
While there are only so many words I can use for this month’s 

article, there are so many women riders out there.  I have included 
some pictures of other women on their various expeditions.  
If you know of any other lady riders and would like TRM to 
share their stories, send their names and short bio to editor@
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com , and of course ask for Smoke.

Shiny Side Up/Dirty Side Down
Smoke
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Handlebar SpeakersHandlebar SpeakersHandlebar Speakers
•  2 or 4 Handlebar Speakers
•  Oversized 15oz Magnet 
    for Improved Low End Response
•  Water Resistant 
   Speaker Housings
•  Black or Chrome Versions Available

Accessories

with or without

installation!

1005 N. Fancher • Mt. Pleasant MI 48895
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THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

 14    THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN 14    THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COMWWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

Have you received card above at events or from 
dealerships? With it, you are my Rider VIP. You know 
our specialty is representing injured motorcyclists and 
their families after a wreck. Call our 24 hour injury 
hotline 877-Biker-Law for a free case evaluation, 
legal representation, and free legal advice. We work 
no-win, no-fee.

THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

Attorney Jason Waechter is nationally 
known as THE Motorcycle Lawyersm. 
His Michigan law firm specializes in 
handling motorcycle accident cases.  
He has secured multiple million-dollar 
settlements, verdicts, and awards for 
his clients over the past 26 years. Call 
attorney Waechter for free advice or 
free case evaluation at:
1-877-Biker-Law or visit
MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com

Michigan’s new hands-free cell phone law went into effect on 
June 30, 2023. The legal citation for that statute is MCL 257.602b 
“Reading, typing, or sending text message on wireless 2-way 
communication device prohibited; use of hand-held mobile 
telephone prohibited.”

WHAT CAN’T YOU DO NOW?
The new hands-free law pertains to “operating” a motor vehicle, 

which includes a motorcycle, while holding a phone.  Basically, just 
holding your phone while behind the wheel is an infringement.  
You can get a $100 ticket for merely being behind the wheel and 
holding your phone.

There are more serious penalties, including a $200 ticket, if you 
violate the following:

You can NOT send or receive telephone calls;
You can NOT send, receive or read text messages;
You can NOT access, read or post on social media;
You can NOT view, record or transmit video;
You can NOT dial a number by hand;
You can NOT type an address into GPS or a navigation feature.

WHAT DOES “OPERATE” A VEHICLE AND “HOLD” 
A PHONE MEAN?

“Operate” a motor vehicle under this law means driving on 
a public road, but also includes when you are stopped in traffic, 
at traffic lights, and stop signs.  Do not hold your phone unless 
parked off the roadway.

“Holding” your phone includes in your hand, arm, or shoulder.  

POLICE CAN NOW PULL YOU OVER  
FOR HOLDING A PHONE

Police can pull you over:  Just holding a cell phone while 
driving is a primary offense-- meaning you can be pulled over if a 
cop sees it.  

Exceptions: This law doesn’t apply to police, firefighters, 
emergency medical people, and first responders while doing their 
jobs.  It does not apply to anyone calling or texting 911, the police 
or the fire department.  

PENALTIES:
Penalties for operating a vehicle while merely holding a phone:
First violation: $100 fine or perform 16 hours of community 

service or both, no points.
Second & subsequent violations: $250 fine or perform 24 

hours of community service or both, 1 point.
Third violation: $250 fine or perform 24 hours of community 

service or both, a driver improvement course and 2 points.
Penalties for operating a vehicle while holding a phone and 

texting, on a call, view/watch video or access social media:
First violation: $200 fine or perform 32 hours of community 

service, or both. 
Second violation: $500 fine or perform 48 hours of community 

service, or both, 1 point. 
Third violation: $500 fine or perform 48 hours of community 

service, or both, and 2 points.
These are civil infractions meaning no jail time.

Jason’s analysis & advice: This law’s goal is to cut down on 
distracted driving which is especially dangerous to motorcyclists.  

Going hands-free should help 
significantly.  My best advice 
is to put your cell phone in a 
mount as soon as you get in 
your vehicle.  Section (3)(f) of 
the law specifically carves out 
an exception if your phone is in 
a mount. However, even when 
in a mount, you must use voice 
commands and single button 
taps or swipes.

See my rap video!: Check 
out the rap video I created and 
am featured in on this new 
law! It’s called “Put it in the 
Mount” and is with Detroit 
rapper “Comic”.  See it at: www.
MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com 

MICHIGAN’S HANDS-FREE CELL PHONE LAW
EXPLAINED BY JASON—THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYERSM
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While passing time on 
Facebook, a post caught 
my eye in one of the “riding 

group” pages.  It was shared by someone 
named Jenny and what got my attention 
was the adorably cute picture that 
she shared with it.  I didn’t know it at 
the time, but pictured in the photo 
was Jenny’s mother Opal and their 
good family friend “Flipper” who I 
now know is like a son to Opal and a 
member of their family.

After reading her post, I knew I 
had to reach out to Jenny and find 
out more about Opal and her 100th 
birthday ride they were working on 
putting together.  First, I sent Jenny 
a direct message mentioning I saw 
her post and asked if we could 
speak sometime soon.  I didn’t get 
a message back, so I wondered if 
she was getting bombarded with 
messages and decided to give her 
a quick call on the number she 
had listed in her post.  We’ll then 
I realized after calling about 4 
times that I was dialing the last 
two digits of the phone number 
wrong.  I couldn’t understand 
why I kept getting the “number 
is disconnected” message.  
Duh.  Anyhow, when we finally 

connected it was a short conversation 
about how cool of an idea the ride was and 
how Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine 
would love to help get the word out.  Her 
post was already exploding on Facebook 

and the last time I checked it has 
gotten 306 loves, likes, and over 
2.5k shares!  Not to mention 252 
comments!!  Since then, they have 
gone ahead and created a separate 
Facebook page named Opal’s Run 
for people to share their photos and 
memories of the day with her and each 
other.  

The run started off as an idea that 
Flipper got when he and Opal were 
talking about motorcycles, and she 
got reminiscing on her childhood.  She 
shared memories as a young girl riding 
on the sidecar of her uncle’s motorcycle 
and at that time was just a slab of wood.  
She also said that she, her mother, and 
grandmother used to ride to town in her 
uncle’s sidecar when they needed to. 
Now, let’s think about that for a moment.  
Opal turned a hundred years old and there 
weren’t a lot of motorcycle manufacturers 
back then. So, even though we can’t be sure 

of what kind it was, I can 
only assume. Harley just 
had their 120th Celebration 
this year and there is little 
question that her uncle 
was in the dawn of any 
motorcycle manufactures 
beginnings.  Wow, right??  
On top of that Opal said that 
her mother had ridden once 
from Oklahoma to California 
before in a sidecar!!  Wow, 
that sounds like a great story 
and a lot of fun to imagine.  

When Jenny and her family 
moved from Arizona to 
Michigan, they bought their 
home and some machinery 
along with it to help keep it 
maintained.  One of those 
items happened to be a riding 
lawnmower and it wasn’t long 
and the mower broke down.  
They needed help fixing it, so 
Jenny decided to put a post on 
the Pinconning yard sale site 
that she needed help getting 
their mower going.  That’s 
where Flipper comes in.  He 
responded and came over and not 
only got the lawnmower going but mowed their grass too!  
Ever since then he has been a part of their family.  Jenny said 
he would joke about “working for food” and has become like 
a son to Opal.

Now, with Flipper talking motorcycles with Opal, she got the 
assumption that he also owned a bike with a sidecar because of 
the conversations of going for a ride “some time.”  It would come 
up often from what I understand.   Well, Flipper is made from the 
mold that most bikers come from, as Jenny said… he comes with 
a heart of gold.  So, what does he do?   He goes out and finds a 

sidecar and fabricates it so that 
she can get in and out as easy as 
possible… just so he could take her 
for that ride.   Well, “that ride” 
ended up turning into Opals Run 
and it was going to happen… 
rain... or shine.   I have to say, it 
was an honor to ride along with 
Opal, her family, friends, and all 
the 100 plus motorcyclists that 
joined together at the VFW.   I 
know everyone that helped 
escort Opal on her 100th birthday 
celebration to the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles in Beaverton, MI 
wouldn’t have changed a thing.  

Rain or not. 
 Fun fact: After visiting the FOE that 

day in later conversation, I found out 
that the FOE is one of Jenny’s favorite 
karaoke spots. She claims to be a good 
singer and has the trophies to prove it!  
Not like we really need our arm twisted 
to hang out again.  Let’s start making 
plans!  

So, without question the riding 
community came through again!  Even 
as one of the most rained out days 
we’ve experienced this riding season.  
Jenny believes the count was between 

100 and 126 riders that showed up for Opal’s Run and even 
WNEMTV5news jumped in and interviewed the great great great 
grandmother before the ride.  I truly believe that there could have 
been closer to 300 riders if the weather had been better.  Jenny 
said that they had over 200 registered prior to Opal’s birthday! 
And YES, it was her real 100th birthday the day of the run and it 
was obvious that there was a lot of care and planning that went 
into it before her day.  Jenny mentioned that Flipper was the 
one that reached out to the Jokers M/C and that they were a 
huge help in making sure this happened and were there for them 

OPAL’S RUN
Happy 100th Birthday!

 14  AUGUST 2023   THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM    THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE   AUGUST 2023    15



WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COMWWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

every step of the way.  The FOE staff rocked at getting 
everyone taken care of when we arrived.  She said that 
even Representative Mike Hoadley went on the ride and 
signed the guest book they had.  The FOE welcomed 
waterlogged riders with fresh towels, refreshments, 
and great hospitality.  Jenny said that Opal enjoyed 
all the love that she was shown and that she had said 
“I can’t believe how many kisses I got” and that her 
favorite part of the day was the ride itself and that she 
couldn’t believe how many hugs and kisses she got and 
how many people wanted their picture with her.  In life, 
Jenny said that no matter the circumstances surrounding 
her mother, she had always shown a positive attitude 
and was as strong as anyone she had known her whole 
life. It’s what showed through and what brought their 
family together for Opals hundredth.  Proudly she stated 
that they got it from their mother.  Speaking of family, 
Opal is one of 8 siblings and she also had 8 children of 
her own.  That’s something that you don’t hear of much 
any longer, but surprisingly when Jenny did some looking 
into her genealogy, she found out that there were at 
least 4 generations of eight over time! 

I asked Jenny if she knew who had ridden the furthest 
distance to be there and she made mention of her son 
Mark.  He had ridden his Trike all the way from Texas to 
Pinconning, MI to be there!  She also shared that her 
sisters Barb and Debbie were there from North Carolina 
and so were some nieces and nephews.  Her brother 
Mike made it from Indiana too and all of them being 
there was an example of how a family can pull 
together and the type of Mother Opal was to them.  
They have a large family and now it’s even larger 
than they ever imagined.

When I asked Jenny if there were any other future 
rides planned, she said no, but Opal would love to 
go for another one when and if the opportunity 
presents itself.  

Lastly, Jenny said that the Opal’s Run patches 
have arrived.  She wishes they would have made it 
in time to hand out the day of, but she has them 
now.  If you went on the ride, she says she would 
be happy to hand you one and are welcome to 
reach out to her to schedule a time to pick it up.  
She said she should have plenty, however those 
that actually rode the ride should come first.

 
(See Directory for Address)

MONDAYS
McNasty’s – New Boston 

TUESDAYS
Otter Lake Bar - Otter Lake
Spinning Wheel - Bay City

Trackside Food & Spirits - Reese
Ryder’s Bar & Grill - Midland

WEDNESDAYS
2 Wheel Tavern - Wolverine

Gas Alley Bar & Grill – Birch Run
Ghost Town Saloon - Elwell

Iron Horse Bar & Grill - Akron

THURSDAYS

Amy’s Downtown Reservoir  
Bar & Grill - Columbiaville

Auburn Hotel - Auburn

Bay Shore Bar & Grill –  
Quanicassee/Fairgrove

Beeter’s Brew Pub - Sebewaing
Buckley Roadside Bar - Buckley

FRIDAYS
Lapeer Bikes on Nepessing St. - Lapeer

Old Detroit Burger Bar - Lapeer
Vinyl Bar & Grill - Lapeer

SUNDAYS
Hamilton Street Pub - Saginaw

(These Bike Nights are supporters/advertisers  
of Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine)
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VETERANS VETERANS 
     CORNER     CORNER

Sponsored by:

What’s the Veteran’s Rights?

MVAA partners with the Michigan Veterans Coalition to provide accredited veteran service officers 
across the state. The Michigan Veterans Coalition is comprised of representatives from the following 
five veteran service organizations: American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Vietnam Veterans 

of America, Military Order of the Purple Heart, and Veterans of Foreign Wars. Veteran service officers assist 
veterans and their family members to gather the information necessary to support a claim, file the claim and 
track its progress. They can also assist with filing appeals for denied claims.  For more information visit www.
michigan.gov/mvaa.

Here are a few organizations that can help any veteran out. There are several more that I have mentioned 
in past articles. The reason I am reiterating this is because I have been personally fighting for 5 years to get 
a good representative to finish my claim, I get the promise that they will help but then 6 months later when 
I check the status, I get no results, and I get all my paperwork back. It’s the most frustrating and upsetting 
feeling to know that there are organizations out there designed to help but won’t follow through to get our 
vets the help they need. It’s bad enough that this country we fought for is going to hell, but then to have a 
representative that doesn’t follow through to get you the help you need is extremely disappointing.  And we 
wonder why our vets become homeless, have mental breakdowns, or commit suicide? This country needs to 
care about the ones who gave them the right to have a voice to protest, the right to vote, the right to stand 
up to our government. 

If you have any issues with what is going on in Michigan, I strongly suggest you write, email or call your 
representatives in your area. Here is the link to search for your representatives,  https://www.house.mi.gov/ 
don’t hesitate to contact them. The only way we in Michigan are going to see any change is to keep writing, 
emailing, and calling them to let them know what each one of us needs and deserve.  Please use your rights 
and get what you need done.  Don’t Give Up!!!  IGY6 
 
Representatives
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W hat a great group of supporters! The OIS Riders want to thank 
everyone who came out and helped make the 3rd annual 
Mackinaw Rally a success!  Unfortunately, Mother Nature 

gave us some rain, but the motorcycle enthusiasts were out in full force 
supporting Operation Injured Soldiers. There were attendees from as far 
south as Florida and Tennessee. Rain or shine motorcycle riders get out 
and have a good time, no matter what the weather, to raise money for a 
great cause. Many faces were repeat attendees, but there were a lot of 
new ones also. What they all had in common was donating to a charity 
and having fun! The OIS Riders were busy working at the poker stops and 
helped work the vendor booth in Mackinaw city selling rally merchandise. 
You can still go to their website www.injuredsoldiers.org for additional 
merchandise. Bikes, Babes, & Booze with Jim and Scott and Thunder Roads 
Magazine of Michigan and their crew were also hard-working supporters 
of this event that benefited Operation Injured Soldiers. Stephanie 
MacLeod and Maria Santo Fabro worked hard creating this event. Without 
this small army of volunteers and attendees helping to raise money we 
cannot create great events for our veterans. 

The 17th annual Lyon Ride is coming up, and this year is a bit different. 
It is a self-guided Fun Run! Starting at the same place, Atchison Park 
but this year ending at the Historic New Hudson Inn. First prize is $250, 
second prize is $100, and third prize is $50, plus there will be raffle prizes!  
Registration is from 10-11:30 with the last riders in by 2:30. The ride will be 
$25 per rider and $20 per passenger. T-shirts (for the first 200 registered), 
food, and music is included. This event is also open to bikes, classic cars, 
and any vehicle with a plate, this is a rain or shine event. The OIS Riders 
are working hard to make this a great event. If you would like to pre-
register, go to www.injuredsoldiers.org., and get your shirt at the event. If 
you would like to donate you can contact our office at 248-437-3130.

Jason Middleton
Director, OIS Riders
Board Member, 
Operation Injured Soldiers
22645 Pontiac Trail
South Lyon, MI 48178
(248)437-3130

Operation Injured Soldiers
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This is Grace, my 2005 Harley Davidson 
Heritage Softail.  I was able to purchase 
her in 2017 from a gentleman here 
in Michigan.  This man bought this 
Heritage from Shiawassee Harley 
Davidson in Birch Run MI.   Shortly after 
he bought this bike, he decided his 
bike needed an old school yet different 
vibe.  He took the bike to a chrome 
shop in Wisconsin.  This is where the 
transformation began.

The front fender, rear fender, gas tank 
and several other parts were dipped in a high-quality chrome 
process.  The gas tank is a limited-edition Harley tank with the 
blown-out flames that really set off the old school look.  The 
original owner was a member of the Patriot Riders and used this 
chrome plated work of art in parades and to help support veteran 
functions.

Unfortunately, his health prevented him from being on two 
wheels and after two or three years he decided to part with her.  
He put her up on marketplace where I was lucky enough to be 
able to get her.  Being a US Army Veteran myself I assured him I 
would do my best to keep her like he had for as long as I could.

Well as time went by, I have only made a few changes, 12-inch 
mini apes, LED headlights, taillights, front LED switchback turn 
signals, intergraded crash bars driving / with switchback turn 
signals as well. Lighted back rest with integrated stop light.  
Custom air cleaner, heatshield and of course LED engine lights 
also integrated with brake lights and turn signals.

Performance wise, the top half has need bored .10 over with 
adjustable push rods, performance pistons just to give he a 
little edge over other soft tails.  Don’t be mistaken, she doesn’t 
just look good, she gets put to work every day.  I took her to 
the famous Dragons Tail Hwy 129 two years ago (yes, I rode her 
down).  Right after the short little 1400-mile trip I was able to 
assist Pure Pro Wrestling with a show at Muskegon’s Rebel Road.

She had 28,000 miles on her when I got her I the spring of 2017 
and now she has 41,000 and going strong.  Yes, she draws a lot of 
attention and I love to show her off.  I get asked the most “that 
must be hard to clean”.  All I do is Windex hooked to the garden 
house and leaf blower 20 minutes I’m on the road.  Bike show 
time well that a different story about 6 hours a can of Never Dull 
and a bottle of Jack. 

She is surely one of a kind and I’m going to do my best to keep 
her in shape and continue to share her beauty as much as I can 
while still using her as my daily rider.  I would like to give a special 
thanks to ThunderRoads.com for allowing me to share her with as 
many people as I can, and to Top End Cycles of Flint, MI. for the 
awesome top end upgrades. 

Ralph of Swartz Creek Michigan

READERS RIDES
GRACEGRACE

Sponsored by:
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DEREK LONG FINAL UPDATE

When you start a project like this, and you look forward in time it 
seems like all the time in the world.  Well, there is an ongoing 
joke that I like to do where past Derek and future/present Derek 

don’t get along because that past Derek always muffs it up for future/
present Derek and right now past Derek is being cursed because of the 
work load he left me.  The changes I’ve made and life being life I wanted 
to be farther along, but there is that saying about make a plan and life 
will make it go differently and all I can say is that I’ve found a lot of truth 
in that statement. Still, the show goes on.  

With all that said I’ve 
actually made some great 
headway on the build!     I’ve 
reassembled the lower part 
of the motor together and 
placed the whole assembly 
back into the frame so I 
could set the jugs and covers 
on to check clearances and 
allowances for other parts. 
I’ve been putting the pieces 
in place and seeing how I 
will make provisions to make 
them fit. I am using a clutch 
pedal and a brake pedal from an old flathead that I have hung that aren’t 
functional yet, but it helps see the vision.  I’ve always liked the look of 
split tanks and always wanted to do a set that was narrowed and hung 
to get that throwback feel.  So, I took my old shovel split tanks, looked at 
them and started to mark them out.  I just couldn’t cut them.  I just wasn’t 
feeling it.  

A little back story when starting to put the puzzle pieces together for 
Wyld Stallions I reached out to a local blogger to see if they would be 
interested in covering and sharing the build and information on it and 
his response was “I would have a hard time getting people to stick with a 
build competition and they wouldn’t want to sink that kind of money into 
building a custom motorcycle.” With that in mind I have been chipping 

away at this build by sticking 
with the idea that I wanted to 
do it cheap.  It’s been kinda a 
personal goal so I can say in 
the end I did this… for this… 
and try to have that number 
be the lowest I possibly could. 

Ok, back to the update.  
So, the bike I started with 
came with a solid tank and 
since I wanted a split tank 
it ended up being cut into 

3 pieces.  I ended up taking about 4 inches out the center of it to fit the 
vision I had in mind.  After 
that I cleaned up the edges 
and flat sided the tank 
pieces, blasted them, and 
hung them on the bike.  I 
also cut and pieced together 
the exhaust and welded 
that together.  Now the 
plan is to start at the back 
mount, the brake caliper, 
and move forward to 
disassembling.  It will be a 
major accomplishment when 
I get to finish up the welding 
and cleaning so that I can 
then put it back together.  If 
my calculations are correct, 
future Derek should be able 
to get this thing together 
on the day of the show 
sometime between 2-3 am 
and to be there by 9am 
seems reasonable.  

Make sure to come see the 
finished product August 26th 
at Owosso Vintage Motorcycle 
Days where future Derek will 
most likely be bolting his final 
pieces onto his Wyld Stallions 
build in his spot at the show.  
Maybe you’ll even get to see 
him spray painting it in the summer breeze and sharing his color of choice all 
over Nicholas Carlin’s build. Hope to see you there.

Remember to like our sponsors: 

Dead Bread 

Darker Mfg Co. 

RMR - Round Midnight Records 

Consolidated Tattoo Parlor Flint 

O’Reilly Auto Parts of Owosso 

And an Anonymous donor!

Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build
NIC CARLIN FINAL UPDATE

Finally, some big progress on 
the Shadow build. Got the 
electronics tank mounted 

and mocked up. Got the exhaust 
mostly built and made sure it 
clears everything, but I’m still 
trying to decide if I want to make 
slash cuts on the exhaust or turn 
outs. I guess we’ll see the day of 
the show!  Now, with most of the 
exhaust done I was able to finally 
pull the motor and get down to 
a bare frame. Next step for that 
is to pull the frame off the lift 
and remove all the unnecessary 
brackets and clean up some of 

the welds. I’m waiting for my rear fender to come in so I can build 
mounting brackets for that. Once I get the mounting brackets 
made and all the welds and tabs cleaned up, I’ll be ready to paint 
the frame.

Things that are left other than painting the frame and fender 
mounts are painting the tins, trimming the wiring, polishing 
the chrome and I’m sure I’m forgetting a bunch. I’ve started 
documenting my bike build on my YouTube channel while also 
promoting the Wyld Stallions Build Competition and the Owosso 
Vintage Motorcycle Days Show. Hopefully I can leverage that into 
enough votes to win the competition!  I’m also still waiting for 
Derek to get over his irrational fear of technology and come on my 
podcast to talk about anything regarding the build competition. 

Actually, I would love to have any of the other builders or the 
Thunder Roads Michigan crew on my podcast sometime as well. I 
look forward to seeing everyone in August.

Remember to like our sponsors: 

Dead Bread 

Darker Mfg Co. 

RMR - Round Midnight Records 

Consolidated Tattoo Parlor Flint 

O’Reilly Auto Parts of Owosso 

And an Anonymous donor!

TERRY SCOTT 
FINAL UPDATE

I have been working on the bike off 
and on for the last month. If you 
looked at the bike you might not 

think much has been done in the last 
month.    However, I finished welding 
the frame and have been making 
brackets for different things. I also 
started doing some of the necessary 
bodywork on the bike. 

I have been enjoying the journey 
this competition has taken me on. The 
day of writing this entry I got to go to 
Wauseon to look for some parts and 
inspiration. I found the taillight for the 
bike and some ideas for another build if 
I get the opportunity to do this again.  
Remember, one important aspect of 
this is to have fun and enjoy the journey 
and as always be safe, be cool, and be 
excellent to each other.
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ZACK JONES 
FINAL 

UPDATE

Update time! First, I 
finally welded the oil 
bag filler cap and oil 

line bungs. Then moved to 
the rear fender. I fabricated 
it out of an old Ultra Classic 
front fender I had laying 
around. I decided to fab up a 
twisted sissy bar for the rear 
mount. It turned out pretty 
awesome!   I then tore the 
bike back down to the frame.  
I bore scoped the motor to 
see what condition it was 
in before I started to tear it 
down and rebuild. Turns out, 
it has been freshly rebuilt 
and bored 40 over! The 
crosshatch on the cylinder 
walls looks like it’s barely 
been run since it was rebuilt. 
I was happy. Then I welded 
the mid controls. They turned 
out nice. I then mounted 
the brake booster and rear 
caliper to get an idea of how 
I will run the brake line. I 
then got the clutch linkage 
and kickstand mount squared 
away. I am currently working 
in the exhaust routing, as 
stock will no longer work. 
Wish me luck! Just a little 
over a month away from the 
deadline and I think I can see 
the light! Lol

Remember to like our 
sponsors: 

Dead Bread 

Darker Mfg Co. 

RMR - Round Midnight 
Records 

Consolidated Tattoo  
Parlor Flint 

O’Reilly Auto Parts of Owosso 

And an Anonymous donor!

Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build continued ...
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August is here!  
I’d just like to start 
by sharing with all 
of you readers of 
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine that our contributions 
as writers have a deadline of being submitted by the 10th 
of the previous month to make it to print on time for the 
magazine you are currently holding in your hand.  Why am 
I telling you this?  Well, a lot happens in our short riding 
season and sometimes by the time we do… some bad ass 
events have come and gone. So, even though it may seem 
like we are redundantly hashing out some of those events, 
there are always some good and fun things that happen at 
these events.  And if you missed them, hopefully next year 
you can make one or two of them! 

This August on the 19th, please try to make it to the 9th 
Annual Suicide Prevention Fundraiser Group Ride Event 
by Sherri Lynn Liverance, Tracy Rae and Larry Tack. The 
event kicks off at 10 am at Outlaw Pete’s – 7658 Smiths 
Creek Rd., Goodells, MI. This is a great cause!

August will be a very busy month for Hot Rods Motorcycle 
Awareness and Suicide Prevention Foundation as we finalize 
the arrangements for our 3rd Annual Car & Bike Show. 
We have opportunities for sponsors, swap meet / vendor 
booths and raffle donations.  If you would like to participate 
or support our fundraiser, please contact us.  

Mark your calendar for September 9th to come down 
to Wilson Park in Milan, MI for the event!  It’s not just an 
ordinary car and bike show.  We’ll treat you to some very 
cool people, awesome cars and motorcycles which will be 
judged by the public. We’ll also have some amazing raffle 
prizes that you just won’t find anywhere and great food too!  
For $10 you can take a chance on winning a 1997 Harley-
Davidson Dyna Wide Glide – a beautiful machine with less 
than 9200 miles with lots of extras. 

As patriots, we will also have a remembrance of the 
September 11 attacks against the United States and 
those we lost.  We will never forget that awful day.  So 
please come and support us so we can help support the 
community to which we belong. Everyone can use help and 
we want to be there when they need it. God bless America, 
and God bless bikers and our military for keeping us safe!  
See you September 9th  from 10am - 3pm.
“Be Aware Motorcycles Are Everywhere”  

HOT ROD BEATONHOT ROD BEATON
President / Hot Rods Motorcycle Awareness 
and Suicide Prevention Foundation

HOT HOT 
RODS RODS 

TOP ICSTOP ICS
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Sometimes it’s hard 
to write about your 
beginnings, after a 

few years of being around 
a specific kind of group 
you expand and keep 
adding and it becomes 
a part of your world, so 
to pick it apart is not the 
easiest. I sat down to 
Write about motocross 
thinking Hell! This will be 
easy I’ll just knock this 
one out quick!!!, (being 
an every weekend thing for us) but instead, I stared at the 
laptop for two days before any words started to come to me.

Although my boys grew up moving fast, from power wheels, 
to pedal bikes, to the little 50’s, and up thru their current 
racing machines, it wasn’t until the spring of 2020 that shit 
got real for us!!

Covid shut the world down!  All the sports we were involved 
with, including schools and groups, it seemed like everyone 
closed for health concerns. That left me with two very restless 
teenagers!! No one at the time could have imagined a silver 
lining coming from a worldwide pandemic, but here it is!!! 
Motocross!!

Both my boys rode for fun pre covid, but it was my youngest 
son (Lucas) who brought the idea of competitive riding to 
us!! Lucas had recently acquired a dirt bike, (nicer than any 
back yard beast he’s ever had) from one of his longtime 
friends Ethan Worrell, who grew up on the track! Now not to 
pick sides but after a long conversation with Ethan’s mom I 
was 100% all in!! It was Lucas’s dad, Danny, that took some 
convincing. Here’s the tricky part, his dad was not (at that 
time) ready to give the go ahead! To compete in an AMA 
sanctioned event, you need the permission of BOTH parents! 
If you are underage and you don’t have both signatures you 
simply don’t race until you can sign for yourself!

Lucas and Ethan had a plan, a dream that never diminished!! 
From the time they first became friends they wanted to race 
Dirt bikes together and compete against each other!! (But 
what kid doesn’t have the dream of being extreme!) It took 
a lot of persistence, and one well thought out 2-page essay, 
and presentation written by a 12-year-old, presented to his 
daddy to get the ok to go to “just one” practice day ANNNND 
that was about it!! From that point on (seeing the boys light 
up) it was full tilt ahead!! After that first practice, my oldest 
son Devin, being on hold from his sports, and Ethan’s brother 
Brady, who already had some seat time in, all joined in and in 
a Blink of an eye, we had a race team!

A somewhat unique race team too, even though all of 
the parents are divorced, all 4 parents work together every 

weekend to get both sets 
of brothers to the track and 
keep the kids on the track! 
We help each other out with 
transportation, gear and of 
course feeding the herd of 
hungry teenagers! I personally 
can’t think of a finer example 
of co-parenting, or a better 
way to be there for, and with our children while they work 
through these teenage years. They depend on us as much as 
we depend on them, to show up and to be there. In the age 

Motocross a Silver LiningMotocross a Silver Lining where most parents 
are getting pushed 
away this gives us a 
shared space where 
we are all needed 
to make it work!! 
On a personal level 
I’d much rather my 
boys be outside 
exercising in the 
fresh air, learning as 
a team how to use, 
maintain, and care 
for their machines 
than in front of a 
screen any day!!

Motocross
Motocross is an 

extreme competitive 
sport! This type of 
off-road motorcycle 
racing is held on 
an enclosed track 
or circuit full of 
high jumps, steep 

slopes, and sharp turns. This competitive off-road racing 
is performed in large groups at all levels, from littles 
to adults on a dirt bike set up to ride through some of 
the roughest terrain possible! From the sand and mud, 
whoops and hills, to the jumps that send you flying 
40+ feet in the air. The athletes who compete have an 
adrenaline-fueled drive that is unique to the dirt bike 
world! It’s more than a passion! It is a way of life!

It takes a combination of seat time, extreme 
dedication, family, friends, and team support to race 
motocross! But why is it so special to the non-riders? 
What makes it a family activity? Well, a race weekend 
doesn’t only mean getting your fix of competition, but 
it also means family time! Since there is quite a distance 
between tracks, we show up early, set up camp, stay the 
weekend, sleep in the dirt, work on the bikes between 
motos. It takes all of us to get to the tracks, we grill/
cook over the fire every night and cheer on our riders 
while they’re out on the track giving it their all! This is not 
only a time for the athletes to put their quick thinking 
and skills to the test (both on and off the bike) but also 
a time for strengthening bonds of family, friends, and 
teammates that will last a lifetime! Motocross is not only 
my family’s silver lining, but it has opened a world up to 
my boys that will now be part of who they are forever!

Please check out our calendar of events in Thunder 
roads® Magazine of Michigan and the AMA website at 
www.ama-d14.org for the district events and come 
support the off-road world!!
Story by Erin Fay/Madcap Imaging, 
Photographer, and contributor for  
Thunder Roads® Magazine of Michigan
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So today was another beautiful day on the lake. Watching 
my grands swimming, hollering at the teenagers for their 
language, watching them play the great game of dodge 

ball. Now if you know me, I would rather be at the events that 
are being held around the great state of Michigan. Lol not really, 
I love my grands. But if you are out on this beautiful day please 
enjoy your ride, the wind, and the sun. A.B.A.T.E. Has a lot going 
on till the end of summer. I will post the events so if you find 
yourself anywhere near them, you can go and hang out. We post a 
calendar every month and have things going on all year long. This 
is our chain of events. You can also go on our web page and check 
out the Michigan Rider Newsletter. It shares where all the regions 
are located and what’s going on in those regions. 

There are more in each region. Let me know which region is yours and 
I’ll hook you up! 

Here’s another great article from our Prez that was in the July 2023 
Michigan Rider. 

The Prez Report - Vince Consiglio
Quite a ride home last night. I made up for my 28 days with no rain in 

one day. The camping materials are still drying. It was a good week for 
ABATE of Michigan!! We had our Lansing Rally on Wednesday, June 7th. We 
had an earlier start to the day because we had a call from State Senator 
Ruth Johnson that she was going to make a Senate Resolution regarding 
Motorcycle Awareness and wanted to have ABATE members present in 
the State Senate Gallery. Thanks to Eric, getting the word out to the RC’s, 
just under 100 members nearly filled the entire State Senate Gallery for 
the Senate, June 7th. It was cold and there was plenty of leather in the 
building. Our group was well behaved and received a standing ovation from 
the state Senate. The message of “Look Twice Save a Life, Motorcycles are 
Everywhere,” was well received. I want to personally say Thanks to all the 
members who were there and Thanks to all the members who are involved 
in motorcycle awareness and education for what they do. Some people talk 
about Awareness and Safety and others DO IT!!

Back to Lansing. In general, we are holding our own. There are no 

anti-motorcycling bills in progress that I am currently aware of. The 
insurance issue has been stalled for 6 months at the time of this article. 
They want the perfect bill as it leaves Legislature Services. This is a 
different session. This is the 1st Democrat control legislature in nearly 40 
years. Meaning, they have control of the state house, the state senate, 
and the governor’s office. Bills get little debate, and they are voted on 
quickly. Let me make this clear, Motorcyclists are the ONLY group that 
the coverage in an accident goes to someone else!!

That is how the law was written. The next question should be why wasn’t 
every rider in the state at the rally? Apathy, and it won’t happen to me, is 
why. Matter of Fact, no other state has a law like this. This bill was passed 
because the INSURANCE LOBBY payback to losing the helmet bill fight, was 
we can screw motorcyclists another way. The then leader of the Insurance 
lobby told us that. You don’t need to go to Lansing to talk to your legislative 
representatives. They live in your area. Pick up the phone or write to them 
and ask for positive action to correct this crime. Make a regional ride to their 
local state office, write letters at your meetings, and or invite them to the 
meeting and have them answer questions about it. The legislative session 
will take their summer break about the time you read this article. You 
don’t need to go to Lansing to see or talk to them. Whatever they say, be 
professional. They have a vote on our issues. The insurance bill will get out 
of Legislative Services someday this year. We have had members who have 
not always been well received. Respond with a thank you, move on and let 
the legislative team know, so we can talk to them.

Be Safe out there. This is the time to ride and enjoy your motorcycle. 
We do live in a great state. The water, trees, beautiful rural areas. If they 
look like they are gonna turn left, they are. Do whatever it takes to stay 
alive, horn, movement in your lane, brake etc..., just do SOMETHING.

RIDE SAFE AND FREE, Vince
July 2023 ABATE OF MICHIGAN 
We are also having a bike drawing in September. You get your choice 

so buy a ticket, buy two, buy ten. Want to sell them Because you are 
a great salesperson? Join 
Abate and get it done!!!!

Please get with any 
member and buy a ticket. 
It all goes to help Abate get 
the job done in Lansing. 
Don’t know where to 
go? You can email me at 
merrysgarrett@hotmail.com. 

Need a membership let 
me know I’ll mail you the 
info and I’ll definitely take 
your application; you can 
also mail it to our secretary 

Eric Eads
ABATE of Michigan Inc.  
P.O. Box 99  
Constantine, MI 49042 
www.abateofmichigan.org

Just remember our summers
Are short as I am, All 5 foot of pure dynamite and orneriness
Ride with the sun on your face and the wind in your hair or beard 
Ride with joy and happiness 
Ride with safety and awareness 
Peace 
Merry Garrett
Aka Rabbit
RC, ABATE Region 6 
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A dying husband in a hospital bed asks his wife, 
“Ya’ know, our seventh child always looked different from 
the other six. It’s crossed my mind a few times over all 
these years, did he have a different father?” 
He wife, crying uncontrollably answered, “Yes, he did.” 

“ I thought so”, replied the husband. “Who was it then?” 
The wife could barely reply, and whispered “Yours!” 
------------------------------------------------------------
Vern and Earl were at the bar and as usual were discuss-
ing matters of the world and this night’s topic was, song 
lyrics of various music artists. 
Vern said, “Well, one thing I do know for sure is the scari-
est part of that song “Born to be Wild”, is when they find 
a head out on the highway.” 
------------------------------------------------------------
A husband and his wife were at the breakfast cafe of a 
nice hotel they had spent the night, when their waitress 
walks up to the table and the husband turns and says, 
“Oh my, aren’t you pretty.” 
The waitress replies, “Why, thank you sir.” 
His wife jumps right in and says, “Dear, why don’t you tell 
the pretty waitress about your erectile dysfunction!” The 
husband turns to the waitress again and says, “Please al-
low me to introduce my erectile dysfunction, her name is 
Margaret.” 
------------------------------------------------------------
Vern and Earl were at the bar, again discussing matters 
of the world and this night’s topic was, what makes good 
little appetizers. 
Earl stated very matter of fact, “Well, I don’t care one dang 
bit for them Triscuts and believe they are the perfect snack for 
anyone that has ever had the urge to eat wicker furniture.” 
------------------------------------------------------------
An elderly woman was walking her dog when a young 
man grabbed her purse and ran away. 
I immediately walked up and asked if she was ok and 
she smiled and said, “it’s really no big deal, I just carry 
that old purse to put my dog’s poop in till I get home and 
dump in compost pile behind the shed.”
------------------------------------------------------------
My kid: I feel like you’re always making up rules and stuff.     
Me: Like what? 
Kid: Like if I don’t clean my room a portal will open and 
take me to another dimension. 
Me: Well, that’s what happened to your older brother.       
My kid: What older brother? 
Me: Exactly. 
------------------------------------------------------------
And will leave you with one positive thought ....
Tequila may not fix your life, but it’s worth a shot!

A local bar was so sure that its’ Bartender was the stron-
gest man in all surrounding counties that they offered a 
standing $1,000. bet. 
The Bartender would squeeze a lemon until all the juice 
ran out and challenge any man to squeeze out just one 
other drop. 
Weightlifters, arm wrestlers, professional Chefs; they all 
tried and lost the bet. 
Then one day, a scrawny little man, (if he turned side-
ways you’d miss him for sure) wearing a scratched set of 
glasses, and at least a ten year old torn suit, walked in 
and said, “I’d like to take on the bet.” 
After all the laughter in the bar settled down, the Bar-
man said, “Let’s do this then”, grabbed up a fresh lemon, 
squeezed away and handed the little man what seemed 
to be wrinkled remains of the lemon rind. 
The crowd’s laughter turned to total silence...the man 
clenched his little fist around the lemon as everyone 
witnessed 5 full drops fell into the shot glass. Everyone 
was in shock. 
As the Barman paid the $1k bet, he asked, “What do 
you do for a living? Are you a metal worker, work at the 
circus or maybe a cow farmer?”
The little man collected his winnings, placed them in his 
pocket and said over his shoulder as he was leaving, 
“No, I’m a Tax Man.” 
------------------------------------------------------------
A blonde wanted to go ice-fishing. She’d seen many 
books on the subject, and finally getting all the neces-
sary tools together, she made for the ice. 
Suddenly, from far away, a voice boomed, “There are no 
fish under the ice!” 
Startled, the blonde moved further down the ice, poured 
a thermos of coffee and began to cut yet another hole. 
Again, from the heavens the voice bellowed, “There are 
no fish under the ice!”. 
She moved once more and was about to cut her 3rd 
hole when the voice screamed, “There are no dang fish 
under the ice!, just stop!” 
The blonde stopped immediately and looked up and 
asked, “Is that you Lord?” 
“No!!! This is the Manager of the hockey rink!” 
------------------------------------------------------------
How I Learned To Mind My Own Business - 
I was walking past the mental hospital and all the pa-
tients were shouting, “13 ....13 .....13”  
The fence was too high to see over, but I saw a little 
gap in the planks so I looked through to see what all the 
fuss was about. Some jerk poked me in the eye with a 
rounded stick and they all began shouting, “14 ..... 14 
......14.”
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Want to wish someone special a Happy Birthday, Happy 
Anniversary, Congrats, etc. in a BIG WAY? Surprise them 

by saying it in Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine! 
For only $15 you can put your personal message along 
with a photo in an upcoming issue of Thunder Roads® 

Michigan. Go to www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com  and 
click on the shout out link!

SHOUT OUT TO 
ADDISON

This shout out goes to my daughter Addison. 
Addison was born and raised in the biker lifestyle. She has 

been riding with her dad and papa since she was old enough 
to hold on. At age 12 Addison was diagnosed with ovarian 

cancer.  After intense surgery and a rough battle with chemo, 
our warrior received the words of remission in September 

2019.  We Love you Addison! Keep living her best biker life!!!
Love, Mom, Dad, McKenzie & Joel

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits
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AUGUST 2023
AUGUST 4
American Legion #108
Proximal Focal Femoral Deficiency 
Awareness
130 E. Drahner Rd.
Oxford, MI
Registration 10:00am, KSU @ 12:00pm

Lucky Thumb Motorcycle Club
7394 Bevens Road 
 Deford, MI
TT Scramble
www.luckythumbmotorcycleclub.com

AUGUST 5
19 Annual Marion Car, Truck, Bike, & 
Rat Rod Show
VFW 
530 E. Main St.
Marion, MI
Registration 8:00am-11:00am
Contact Info: Gary @ 231-679-1265
Marioncarshow@gmail.com

Lucky Thumb Motorcycle Club
7394 Bevens Road 
 Deford, MI
Short Track
www.luckythumbmotorcycleclub.com

Operation Injured Soldiers 
17th Annual Lyon Ride
James Atchinson Park
58000 Grand River Ave.
New Hudson, MI 
 $25 per rider & $20 per passenger
Registration at 10:00am
248-437-3130

Ride With Wings for Wings of Hope
Otsego Moose Lodge #345
740 Lincoln Rd,
Otsego, MI
Contact Info: 269-929-1168
Registration 10:00am-11:45am KSU @ 
Noon

AUGUST 6
5th Annual Auburn Car & Bike Show
Auburn Park 
Jaycee Dr.
Auburn, MI
8:00am - 3:00pm
www.eventbrite.com/e/auburn-car-
bike-show-tickets-526820844327

18th Annual Ride for Autism
Motown Harley- Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd.
Taylor, MI
Registration and Pancake breakfast 
8:00am-10:00am 
KSU @ 10:30am

AUGUST 12
2nd Annual Columbiaville 
Motorcycle Days
Amy’s Downtown Reservoir  
Bar and Grill
4488 1st St.
Columbiaville, MI
See ad for details!

17th Annual Motorcycles for Mutts Bike 
Show
9161 Sparta Ave. NW, E
Sparta, MI
Contact Info: Lori @ 616-866-1081
vorpichiro@aol.com

Motorcycle Madness 2
Lapeer International Dragway
2691 Roods Lake Rd.
Lapeer, MI 
Motorcycle Drag Racing
All Bikes Welcome

AUGUST 13
2nd Annual Columbiaville 
Motorcycle Days
Amy’s Downtown Reservoir  
Bar and Grill
4488 1st St.
Columbiaville, MI
See ad for details!

13th Annual Ton Up Bike show & Music 
Festival
Corner Brewery 
720 Norris St.
Ypsilanti, MI
10:00pm-7:00pm

Motorcycle Madness 2
Lapeer International Dragway
2691 Roods Lake Rd.
Lapeer, MI 
Motorcycle Drag Racing
All Bikes Welcome

AUGUST 17
Tecumseh Classic Car & Bike Show
Old National Bank Parking Lot
205 E. Chicago Blvd. 
Tecumseh, MI
Contact Info: 517-424-6555

AUGUST 18
Easyriders Rodeo
Fowlerville Fairgrounds
Fowlerville, MI
Easyridersevents.com
800-962-9857

Lucky Thumb Motorcycle Club
7394 Bevens Road 
 Deford, MI
TT Scramble
www.luckythumbmotorcycleclub.com

AUGUST 19
ABATE Region 14 
Just Because Run
Saline American Legion
320 W. Michigan Ave.
Saline, MI
Contact Info: Ann @ 734-790-7927

Easyriders Rodeo
Fowlerville Fairgrounds
Fowlerville, MI
Easyridersevents.com
800-962-9857

Lucky Thumb Motorcycle Club
7394 Bevens Road 
 Deford, MI
Short Track
www.luckythumbmotorcycleclub.com

Suicide Prevention Motorcycle & 
Auto Fundraiser Ride
Outlaw Pete’s
7658 Smith Creek Rd.
Goodells, MI
Registration 9:00am-11:00am KSU 
@ 12:00
Contact Sherri @ 810-689-0457

AUGUST 20
Bikers for Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Bike Show
Hosted by Builders FirstSource
2 Wheel Tavern
13984 S. Straits Hwy. Old 27 
Wolverine, MI
Registration 12:00pm-2:00pm 
Contact Info: 231-525-8388

Easyriders Rodeo
Fowlerville Fairgrounds
Fowlerville, MI
Easyridersevents.com
800-962-9857

Freedom Cruisers Chapter #169 
2023 Bike Run
Applegate Community Hall
2459 Sherman Rd.
Applegate, MI
More Info Call 810-712-0352

AUGUST 25
ABATE Region 18
Aces and Eights
Veterans Hall 
2640 Blazer Rd.
Maybee, MI
Open @ 9:00am
 More info Call Tom @ 734-318-3011

Owosso Vintage Motorcycle Days
Downtown Owosso
Community Ride 
Meet @ Curwood Castle @ 6:00 pm
downtownowosso@gmail.com
517-256-4082

AUGUST 26
4th Annual Party with Marty, Harley 
Drags
U.S. 131 Motorsports Park
1249 12th St.
Martin, MI

17th Annual Teddy Bear Run for 
Covenant Kids
Sanford American Legion Riders 
Post 443
2080 N Meridian Rd.
Sanford, MI
Registration @ 1:00pm KSU @ 
3:00pm
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1212720999360552

19th Annual HOTRODS and HARLEY’S
Brothers of the Ring MC
Main St.
Mulliken, MI
Info: Contact K-9 517-927-7981

ABATE Region 18
Aces and Eights 
Veterans Hall 
2640 Blazer Rd.
Maybee, MI
Open @ 9:00am
Poker Run: KSU @ 12:00
 More info Call Tom @ 734-318-3011

Grease Rag Customs Open House
320 Corunna Ave.
Owosso, MI
810-744-1800
5:00pm 

Holeshot Promotions
Return to the Caro Half Mile
Tuscola County Fairgrounds
Caro, MI
See ad for details!
810-358-5994
www.facebook.com/
HoleshotPromotions/

Owosso Vintage Motorcycle Days
Downtown Owosso
S. Washington St. and Comstock St.
Bike Show @ 9am
downtownowosso@gmail.com
517-256-4082
Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build 
Competition Bike Show Finale

Bold events indicate Advertiser/
Supporter of Thunder Roads® MI-
please patronize our advertisers.

EVENT LISTINGS 
ARE FREE!!! 

Increase your attendance by 
posting your event in Thunder 
Roads® Magazine of Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our 
Magazine will have their event 

Posted on the Pull-Out Calendar 
(specific issues) and your Event 

will be highlighted in the Thunder 
Roads® Events Calendar of the 

Magazine. 

THUNDER ROADS® 
MAGAZINE OF 

MICHIGAN – YOUR 
MICHIGAN BIKER 

CONNECTION
(Call about our Special Discounts for 

Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in 
Thunder Roads® Magazine 

and on our web site, send the 
information to:   

Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.
com.  Event information must be 
received prior to the 10th of the 

month preceding the  
event month to be posted in the 

magazine. 
Remember to call ahead  

before planning to attend any 
event as the information/dates 

may change. 
Thunder Roads® Michigan is 
Not responsible for errors or 

omissions.
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MC PARTS & SERVICE
Ball Equipment

11901 S. Beyer Rd.
Birch Run, MI 48415

989-624-4400
www.Ballequip.com

Behind Barz Cyclewerkz
464 W. Millington Rd.
Fostoria, MI 48435

989-455-1187 or 810-730-0542
Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle 

804 S. Huron Rd.
Linwood, MI 48634

989-697-5525
www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave

West Branch, MI 48661
989-343-5454

Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

Cycle Savage Works
Caro, MI

810-338-6636
Custom Paint, Oil Changes, Air Ride

Stretched Bag Kits, Tire Changes

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-773-9991

Old Barn Motorcycle Shop
4200 Waltan Rd.
Vassar, MI 48768

989-205-2196
www.OldBarnMotorcycleShop.com

Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication
2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815

www.OreoWelding.com

Thumb Motorcycle Chrome LLC
1517 Deckerville Rd.

Caro, MI 48723
989-673-2750

www.TMCTrikesAndBikes.com

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.

 Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550

www.TractionPowersports.net

Twisted Illusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals

Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & More!

989-280-1439
TwistedIllusionsLighting@gmail.com

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy.

 Flint, MI 48507
810-234-6646

Bike Night Every Other Friday
Starting May 5th  6PM-9PM   

MOTORCYCLE ORGANIZATIONS
ABATE

LOOK TWICE.  SAVE A LIFE
To Join:

www.AbateofMichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join

269-435-2058

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle Awareness & 
Suicide Prevention Foundation

Email:  HotRodBeaton@gmail.com
419-349-8075

BARS & RESTAURANTS
2 Wheel Tavern

13984 S. Straits Hwy.
Wolverine, MI 49799

231-525-8388
www.2WheelTavern.com

Bike Night Wednesday
702 Bar & Grill

702 S. Jefferson Ave.
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesday

Amy’s Downtown Reservoir Bar & Grill
4488 1st St.

Columbiaville, MI 48421
810-545-0770

Bike Night Thursday

Auburn Hotel & Tavern
101 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, MI 48611

989-266-3114
Veteran Owned and Operated

Bike Night Thursday

Barilik’s Tavern
205 Long Lake Ave.
Alpena, MI 49707

989-356-6034
Outdoor seating

Bay Shore Bar and Grill
IN QUANICASSEE 

9432 Bay City Forestville Rd.
Fairgrove, MI 48733

989-895-9503
Fish Fry Fridays

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.

Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170

Full Bar and Pub Menu

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Buckley Roadside Bar
116 W. Wexford Ave.
Buckley, MI 49620

231-269-4170
Outdoor Bar Area

Bike Night Thursday

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,  
Sports & Sprits!

Gas Alley Bar & Grille
10945 Dixie Hwy.

Birch Run, MI 48415
 989-624-9778

Bike Night Wednesday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, MI 48832
989-463-4693

Bike Night Wednesday

Greka’s Tavern
326 S. 1st St.

Rogers City, MI 49779
989-734-9029

Live Music Weekends

Hamilton Street Pub
308 S. Hamilton St.
Saginaw, MI 48602

989-790-8199
Bike Night Sunday, Wednesday Lady’s Night

LOANS & FINANCING
Security Credit Union

Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333

www.SecurityCU.com

LODGING & CAMPING
Ogemaw County Fairgrounds

2300 Riffle River Trail
West Branch, MI 48661 

Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com
Booze, Bikes & Bands

Old Highway Campground
29592 Beck Rd.

Wixom, MI 48393
517-662-1782

Brooklynmarket@usa2goquickstore.com
Oscoda Area Convention  

& Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, MI 

1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

Mackinaw Area Visitors Bureau
10800 W. US 23

Mackinaw City, MI 49701
231-436-5664

www.MackinawCity.com/stay/ 

AUDIO
Top Dog Audio
1005 N. Fancher

Mt.Pleasant, MI 48895
989-773-4705

INSURANCE
Greg Allen Insurance Agency

Auto-Home-Business-Life
269-781-2247

www.GregAllenInsurance.com

State Farm -Tim Boychuck
967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

LEGAL SERVICES
Motorcycle Injury Lawyer

The Motorcycle Lawyer
Free Legal Advice

877-Biker-Law
www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com

No Win/ No Fee Promise

LOAN & FINANCE
Wheeler Dealer Super Pawnshop 

4865 Wilder Rd.
Bay City, MI 48706

989-545-0912
Stan’s Corner Plaza

FUNERAL SERVICES
Tombstone Hearse Co

For use at ANY Funeral Home, 
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs Notice

734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

CHURCHES
Church of the Living Word

1100 N. Ovid Rd.
Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.org

VEHICLE RUSTPROOFING
Henderson Brothers Rustproofing

Since 1962
402 E. Lyon, Midland, MI 48640

989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

SERVICES
The Key Shop

1804 W. Wackerly
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-8480
Over 27 Yrs Experience

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St. 

Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5761

Wing Specials -
 ½ Lb Burger And Beer Specials

Kretzschy’s Smokey BBQ
604 S. Unionville Rd.
Sebewaing, MI 48759

989-975-1373
McNasty’s Saloon

19300 Waltz Rd  
New Boston, MI 48164

734-753-4900
Great Food!

www.McNastysSaloon.com
Old Detroit Burger Bar
348 W. Nepessing St.

 Lapeer, Mi 48446
810-660-8600

Bike Night Friday
Otter Lake Bar

5845 Genesee Ave.
Otter Lake, MI
810-793-7797

Bike Night Tuesday
Parisville Saloon
5495 Priemer Rd.
Ruth, MI 48470
989-912-0803

Beer and Shot Bar
Remus Tavern

118 W. Wheatland (corner of M-20 & M-66)
Remus, MI 49340

989-967-8304
RemusTavern.com

Family Owned / Full Menu

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St.

St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851

Large Seating Areas - Both Indoors/Outdoors

Ryders Bar & Grill
2650 W. Midland Rd.
Midland, MI 48642

989-423-1990
Inside/Outside Seating
Bike Night Tuesdays

Spinning Wheel Bar
1616 Broadway St.
Bay City, MI 48708

989-778-1616
Bike Night Tuesday

Sporty’s Wing Shack & Smoke House
4502 N. Huron Rd.

Pinconning, MI 48650
989-879-6050

Home of Michigan’s Hottest Wings

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, MI 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Vinyl Bar & Grill
393 W. Nepessing St.

 Lapeer, MI 48446
810-660-7214

Bike Night Friday

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.

Downtown Hastings, MI
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer

Bikers Always Welcome

Whalen’s Inn
4371 S. Huron Rd.
Standish, MI 48658

989-846-9932
Between the curves!

Pick up your FREE copy of THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN at these locations 
or any business with and ad in this issue.  Thank you to all of our supporters for 

making THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN the #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.
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OIL CITY SALES
5543 W. Isabella Road
Mt. Pleasant MI 48858

Monday - Friday 8am - 4pm
Saturday & Sunday by appt.

CALL OIL CITY SALES   989-773-9991

IF WE DON’T HAVE IT IN STOCK WE’LL GET IT FOR YOU!

CASH ONLY - NO CARDSCASH ONLY - NO CARDS

CHECK OUT OUR DEALS ON 

NEW &USED 
  HARLEY-DAVIDSON® 

PARTS FOR EVOS, TWIN 
CAMS AND SPORTSTERS
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