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PATRIOT GUARD RIDERS
STANDING FOR THOSE WWHO STOOD FOR US

STORY BY: ALY

n Thursday December 21, 2023, | was invited to
O attend and witness a Patriot Guard mission at the

MBS airport in Freeland, MI by a couple of good
friends, Shane and his wife Sam. The purpose of this mission
was a Help on the HomeFront (HOTH) by the Region 6
Patriot Guard Riders, where we would welcome our Troops
home and to show respect to any Military members traveling
during the Holiday Season. Shane had told me the story
of how and why the Patriot Guard Riders was formed,
but | didn’t fully understand the impact they make until |
attended this mission and witnessed the gratitude not only
from the military member but also the family members
waiting for their loved one to arrive home.

When | arrived with my granddaughter, we were greeted
with a field of American Flags as we walked through the
airport doors into the lobby. There were over 20 Patriot
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Guard members all mingling, waiting for the next scheduled
flight to land, and to disembark. As members of the Patriot
Guard moved around the area, they would ask other persons
waiting if they happened to be veterans themselves. If
they met someone who was a military member, they would
shake their hand, thank them for their service, announce

to anyone listening their name and branch of service, and
follow up with a cheer of “Hip-Hip-Hooray!” from all the
Patriot members. As the flight arrival time drew near, all
the members made their way to the exit gate and lined up
on both sides, each member holding a flag, and making

a receiving line for all the passengers to walk through.

We all joined in singing Christmas carols until we could

see passengers coming through the doors. Civilians were
greeted with “Happy Holidays” and military members were
greeted with a line of handshakes and the cheer of “Hip-
Hip-Hooray!” After the last passenger passed through the
line, the Patriot Guard members moved toward the buffet

Sponsored by:
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of food they had set up previously to relax until the next
plane arrived. During that time, | had the opportunity to
speak with John, who is the Patriot Guard Director of Region
6 in Michigan. While his wife Diane chased around and
entertained my granddaughter, John reinforced the history
and the purpose of why the Patriot Guard was formed. As |
mentioned earlier, Shane had previously shared their origins
with me, but after witnessing this mission the true impact of
what they do finally sunk in. This mission at the airport was
a fun, lighthearted, warm fuzzy mission. The true purpose
and the reason the Patriot Guard exists is to honor fallen
soldiers at funeral services all across the country, and to

put a barrier of protection and support between the fallen
soldier’s family members and any protesters that intend

to harass and disrupt the service. So now, the title “Patriot

Guard” makes perfect sense to me. They are Patriots, by
definition - a person who vigorously supports their country.
They were created to stand guard and give military family
members the respect and privacy they deserve.

John emphasized to me many times; anyone can become
a Patriot Guard. You don’t have to be a veteran, you don’'t
have to ride a motorcycle, you don’t have to belong to any
military groups or organizations, you just need to have a deep
respect for your country and those that risk their lives to secure
our nation’s freedoms and liberties. For me, it was an honor
to witness and to participate in this mission. If you would
like more information regarding becoming a member of the
Patriot Guard, you can visit www.patriotguard.org. The PGR
is a national 501c3 Non-profit organization and they welcome
anyone to join any of the 12 regional areas in the state.
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2024 WYLD STALLIONS
MOTORGYCGLE BUILD COMPETITION

MEET THE BUILDERS!

WYLD STALLIONS MOTORCYCLE BUILD
BY RJ, PUBLISHER OF THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN

Yup!.. it's happening again! Welcome to the 2024 Wyld

Stallions Motorcycle Build Competition hosted by build creator
Derek Long. Last year’s competition brought a lot of growing
pains for the builders, that lead to Zack Jones from Gaines,
Michigan taking home the beautiful Brass Stallion trophy AND
being crowned Build Champion with his 78 Low Rider. The
decision for the winner was voted on by the public at Owosso
Vintage Motorcycle Days last August and it will be again.
This year 9 builders hope to battle on the streets of Owosso
where we’ll find out if they have what it takes to stop Zack
from a repeat and trotting home with the Brass Stallion in
2024. Best of luck to all the builders this year! We have a few
return builders and a few new participants with their eyes on
the prize. Make sure to follow the Wyld Stallions updates on
their Facebook page and of course through upcoming issues of
Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine.

~RJ

Follow the
WSMB now by
scanning this

QR code!

BETURNING BUILDER

SDEREICLONG

5 OWOSS0, MIGHIGAN

Hello again! My name is Derek Long, I’'m 38 years old
f and enjoying life with my wife and 2 boys. | am located
in Mid-Michigan, and | am very happy to be taking this
ride with y’all again. To the returning faces to the new

- i ones, | tip my hat to all of you. Last year was a stressful

and challenging blast but | couldn’t wait to do it all agalnI | am very thankful for all the support that | have received since
| created the Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build Competition last year. For me, | have one goal this year, and that is to build a
bitchin scoot and be able to grab onto the Wyld Stallions Brass Stallion trophy that slipped through my fingers in 2023. Zack
Jones took home the well-deserved win and the trophy last year by the people’s vote. It turned out to be a hands down win
for him as he set the bar coming into this year. So, the goal is set and the build off is just beginning. I'm starting with some
steel, a Harley-Davidson Evo motor from a Sportster, and the design in my head. From there make it work, make it sketchy
and make it memorable. Let’s do this thang!

RETURNING BUILDER

NIGC CABLIN

ANGOLA, INDIANA

RETURNING BUILDER

TERRY
SCOTT

OVID, MICHIGAN

I am a 52-year-old from Ovid,
Michigan, and | have lived in the
area most of my life. | am a former
industrial education educator
(shop teacher) and my wife Karen
lovingly puts up with my crap - lol.

: 2023 Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Bu:l . =
Champlon Zack Jones with his ’78 Low Rlder

iy

WE AGAIN:
AR L
* L s T A
'1\' |. .

A

-

’ ©( GAINES, MICHIGAN

picked up a ‘76, Which is a cool year, as Harley did a commemorative bicentennial
paint edition celebrating 200 years of the good ol’ U.S. of A. It’s going to be a

lot of work, as | learned from last year’s comp. I’'m going to have Tanya make all
the design decisions, like skins and stance. It'll be fun letting Tanya go nuts with
the paint on her own bike! Can’t wait to hit the ground running and get this build

started!!! See y’all soon!!!
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BETURNING 2023 BUILD WINNER

ZACHK JONES

Hello everyone, Zack Jones here, last year’s Wyld
Stallions Motorcycle Build Champion. This year
- I’'m going to do all | can to hang onto the ever so

coveted Brass Stallion Trophy! Last year | used the
competition to build myself a personal chopper out of a 78 Low Rider that | had
been wanting to build for years. This year I'm taking advantage of the opportunity
again as an excuse to build my old lady Tanya a chopper to ride along with me.
This year’s build will be an Ironhead. | already have an old rigid frame from a past
deal that had a ‘68 Ironhead in it at the time, but the cases were cracked. So, |

| have been riding and working on
motorcycles since | was 5.

I’'m excited to be a part of the
Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build
again this year. Last yearin 2023,

I learned a lot and I'll be working
toward a one-of-a-kind Triumph
bobber to show off in August.

| currently have a custom CB
750 with a custom heel-toe shifter
setup. Due to bad genes and life
decisions, | lost use of my left ankle
and foot. Recently, some wonderful
friends hooked me up with a
Hondamatic so | will be able to ride a
lot more this season. The main goal
for this year’s build will be to build

I’m 37 years old. I'm a father of 5,
2 biological kids and 3 bonus kids
so free time is somewhat of a rare
thing in my house. | have always
been into custom cars and bikes,
and | currently have in my stable
a 1971 FLH I'm restoring, a 2006
Honda shadow | have chopped and
customized, a 2018 FLHTK, a KP
mini-150, and a 2007 V-Star. The
V-Star I'm hoping to sell in order
to purchase my competition build
bike. I've been a “professional”
welder since 2006 and spent the

last year learning CNC machining.
Last year’s Wyld Stallions Motorcycle
Build Competition was an awesome
experience and I'm really looking
forward to having more competitors
and seeing what all they come up
with.
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a bike fitting my needs and that |

can ride safely. So, I'm thinking a
right-hand jockey shift with left hand
clutch should do the trick. | must
share that my main influences are Ed
Roth, Ron Finch, and Kenny Howard.
AND as always be safe, be cool, and
be excellent to each other.
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WYLD STALLIONS MOTORCYCLE BUILDERS

—4" RETURNING BUILDER

- JON WYSONG
' FENWICI(, M

~ : My name is Jon Wysong, | live in the middle

of nowhere in Michigan also known as Fenwick. | will be working on a 1978 Harley-Davidson FXS. My starting point will be
the frame that | hardtailed last season. It's a new year and with that a new opportunity to be a part of this competition. As
far as a direction, I’'m shooting for starvation levels of skinny on this bike build. Other than that, I'm just going to take it as it
comes and work through whatever comes my way and look forward to making it to the finish in August.

BUILDER INTRO

CHRIS DAYIDSEN

GOSHEN, INDIANA

I'm 42, | own a small mill bike shop called Dirty
Bones Customs in Goshen, Indiana. I've been
building bikes and fabricating for the last 20 years.
I’m married to a wonderful woman, and we have
5 children between us. Our family is deep in our

faith, and we owe everything to Jesus. My grandpa and dad are both into motorcycles, so it just got passed down to me. | love
building bobbers and the shop sold a record number of 20 bikes last year! I’'m going to be building a 08 Suzuki boulevard 800.

BUILDER INTRO

JOSH BRUST
SEDALIA, MISSOURI :

Hello everyone, I'm Josh
Brust and I'm a 31-year-old
rider from Sedalia, Missouri.
I've been raised on and
around motorcycles since
I was a young child. I'm a
father of 4 with an amazing
fiancé by my side. My
building journey really kicked
off a little over 4 years ago
when | got sober and got
away from alcohol. It's not
only a way of life, but a way
of freeing myself from all
my demons and making me
a better man for my family.

way of bringing family
; together and loving the
i { wind in our faces! I will

4 be building a 1986 883

# sportster that my father

* bought brand new from
B! Yeager's Cycle in 1986.

m Now, 5owners later | had
! the chance to buy it back
" and here we are today!

BUILDER INTRO

FRANK
GRIMES

DEFIANCE, OH

I'm 33 years old, from
Defiance, Ohio and | got into
bikes seriously about 4 years
ago when | got my first Big Twin
Harley. | started building bikes
after watching my dad build his
73 chopper from nothing but
an old frame he found in a friend’s barn. Once | realized this was something we could
actually do, the sky why the limit. While | agree it would be a lot easier to start a build
with a complete motorcycle, | really enjoy the challenge of building from basically
nothing. The feeling of accomplishment is great knowing there isn’t one bolt you
haven’t turned.

For the competition, | will be starting with a 76 FX frame and most of an engine.
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BUILDER INTRO

MACK
GODFREY

FOWLERVILLE, MI

My name is MacKenzie Godfrey aka
Mack Blank, and | am a 38-year-old
brother, son, husband, and stepfather
who is from Fowlerville MI. Motorcycles
have been a part of my life for as long as
| can remember, but they didn’t become
a big presence in my life until The Great Biker Build Off series in the early 2000s. It lit
a passion in me for 2 wheeled machines and | knew it would become a major part of
my life. Now as an adult, | have been a motorcycle mechanic for the better part of a
decade, and it's led me to also build custom bikes as a hobby. The Wyld Stallions Build |
Competition is giving me the opportunity to put my skills up against other people,
which is something | have never done before. For the competition | will be building a
1985 Yamaha Virago with the goal of making it a 70s inspired narrow chopper.
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ith home life, work, and the upcoming riding season

ahead, I'll be continuing to share Smoke ‘N Gearz with

all of you, but I will be bi-monthly for now. With that

being said, | missed you in January, So, Happy New
Year and welcome to 2024!

To all the drifters and driftets waiting for our season to open back
up with 60-degree days, it’s been a pretty mild winter thus far with
the exception of what the middle of January gave us. A few riders and
| were out on the 1 of the year and in great spirits at 32 degrees with
no snow and no ice on Detroit roads. Was it a cold ride-HELL YES. It
was colder than a polar bear’s toenails. However, it was something
some of us have never been able to do before. |was in heated
gear but not plugged in, to test my
tolerance. My fingers were cold and
locked in a position on my handlebars
when | finally stopped for gas. Still, it
was a great adventure for the 50-mile
journey. | had purposely ridden down
historic 8 Mile Rd. (east to west and
back) for the world to see how crazy
| was-lol-just kidding. Really, | just
wanted to show my badge of honor
and represent for us Bikers on day one
of 2024. I'm guessing | may not have
been the only crazy one -lol.

Sitting back in colder temps lately
has given me much time to think and research. Goals for the year
have been set. Due to being rear-ended in 2021, my last few years
have been limited miles and visiting physical therapy and other
services. This year, my,personal goal is to put 15K miles on the
odometer and when | knock out my last year’s goal of running up
the east coast to Maine, it will help. One of my immediate goals this
year was to attend the PROC (MC PROFESSIONAL CONVENTION) in
January that took place in Indianapolis, and | can proudly put a check
mark next to that one. Something else I’'m really looking forward to
is seeing many of you at this year’s Round-Up in July and August in
lllinois.

So, some may be thinking,

day of breakout. Proper storage is the
best thing to do. If you can, put your
bike on a stand, dolly, or jack. Then,
use a fuel stabilizer and a battery
tender. |also recommend putting a
coat of wax on that paint job. Lastly,
find a way to plug your exhaust pipes!

A recent trip to a dealership and
speaking with some mechanics,
specifically Chris at Motor City Harley-
Davidson in Farmington Hills, | got
some tricks to the trade and even
started considering changing the
suspension of the front forks.

Everyone thinks of changing the rear,
but not only is it for the comfort of the
ride, it is a safety factor. The shocks
you choose to use are up to you, and a
debate for a different date. | can only
suggest that one should check their
fluid every few years. The weight of
the oil, plus the brand of suspension
determines if the ride is stiff and feels
like a workout, or rides like a brand new
1973 Cadillac Fleetwood. Other notable
items to check are wheel bearings and
ways to reduce the infamous “death
wobble.” Check out this video on
YouTube-Stefan’s Garage. (https://youtu.be/ZMkaxikamxo?si=5YU2z01N
0A57twyT)

DIRTY BIRDS

Motor Cify Flock “;i%‘f __'

PRESENTS THE N

7th'Annual

CASH BAR | SOUNDS BY: D) "ROB"
- DOUBLETREE BY HILTON

S

580 SEOUTHFIEL

DEARBORKN, M _' |

JEER RIGHT
IR0 THURSDAY
EAGH MOXTH

MONDAY .
T ALL DAY

TUESDAY  —TRIVIA

- FREEIROOL

WEDNESDA Y.~ BIKE NIGHT:S

RETURNIIN'APRIL, b

IN-STATE

OUT-OF-STATE

HELLRAISERS MC DETROIT WINTER BBQ - 2/17/24

TRAVELING BLACK HISTORY MUSEUM
MILWAUKEE, W1 - 2/24-2/25/2024

NEW FORCE MC DETROIT - 2/17/24

ALLSTARS MC CINCINNATI, OH - 2/23/24

RARE ANGELZ — ANNUAL BEER BASH— 3/8/24

LYFERS MC CLEVELAND, OH - 4/13/24

RARE BREED MC DETROIT BIKER BALL - 3/9/4

BOOGIE DOWN MC INDIANAPOLIS, IN - 05/24

CROWN KINGS 15™ ANNY - 6/15/24

UNDERWORLD MC BALTIMORE, MD - 6/1/24

NEXT LEVEL MC DETROIT - 6/14-15/24

RUFF RYDERS MC SANDUSKY, OH - 6/7-9/24

NIGHT RIDERS MC DETROIT - 7/21/24

COMBAT VETERANS MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION NEW
HOLLAND, OH - 6/8/24

AXMEN MC DETROIT - 8/3-6/24

MADE MEN DAYTON, OH - 6/28-29/24

REDLINERZ MC DETROIT

INNER CITY MC WATERLOO, IA - 7/1/24

LADIES OF THE CITY MC 5™ ANNY - 10/11-10/12/2024

HURRICANE BIKER GIRLS MC
PITTSBURGH, PA - 7/12-14/24

SOUL DEVILS MC DETROIT - 3% WEEK IN OCT ‘24

NEXT LEVEL CHICAGO, IL - 8/8-11/24

STATE BURNERS EVANSVILLE, IL - 9/13-15/24

UNDERWORLD MC BROOKLYN, NY - 11/1-2/24

As always,

Ride it like you stole it,

Swmotoe

NEER FOR
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THURSDAY - THE FENECH:,

“what the heck is garage rot?” FEUD

Well, this is what happens to your
scoot when it is not ridden for a
lengthy time. For instance, brake
(& fluids start to breakdown, pistons
§ may stick, piston rings could rust,
tires start to go flat/dry-rot, rust
could enter the gas from built up
condensation, oil may leak from
front forks, andor critters might
crawl into your exhaust or other
places they decide. None of which
a rider wants to deal with on the

(W €SS
o S

>

FRIDAY - THE BEST LUCALE\
8 LIVE MUSIC ALL, |
= EEKE ]
SATURDAY WEEKEND LONG! |
- BRUNCHI! SERVED: | SCOOTER'S BAR & GRW:l;
: EVERY SATURDAY & 6004 TORREY-RD
SATURDAY ¢\ jupay UNTIL 1PM. ELINT MI AR50~
- LIVE MUSIC
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Along with keepin’ your pride and joy up to par before ride time,
something else to consider is planning what events you would like to
attend? Is your bike ready? Are you ready? The following list are biker
and civilian-friendly events. If you would like to attend an event,
reach out to them via their social media pages. There may even be a
flyer posted and an entry cost associated. In conclusion, follow MC
protocol and have a freakin’ blast!!

(RINBS3I-RKKT - 2
EVERY SUNDAY \ vl =

SUNDAY Ny
AFTERNOON @ 4PM! [WWW SCOOTERSBARANDGRILLFLINTSCONM =< -
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THEMOTORCYGLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

HERE IS SOME LEGAL ADVICE FROM JASON-THE MOTORCYCLE LAWYER ON MANY DIFFERENT SUBJECTS.

Using Ride-Sharing: Never allow an Uber or Lyft driver to drive
you anywhere unless the ride is active on the rideshare app. Drivers
for Uber, Lyft and other ride-sharing companies are required to
have at least $1 million worth of bodily injury coverage. However,
the $1 million coverage only applies if there is an active ride on
their app.

Some drivers will offer to drive you for cash. They want the cash,
and they don’t want to share it with Uber. Don't allow it. This is for
both safety reasons and insurance coverage.

| read about a case where the passenger wanted to stop at
a store near his final destination. The driver went to that final
destination and logged the ride off in the app. Then, as a courtesy,
took the passenger to the store 3 blocks away where they were in
a serious crash. The result was that the million-dollar bodily injury
policy did not apply because it was not an active ride.

Only Own Your Vehicle: In Michigan the owner of a motor
vehicle or motorcycle is 100% responsible for the negligence of the
driver of the car he or she owns. Stated another way, if a husband
and wife are listed on the registration as both being the owners of
a car and the wife runs a stop sign, severely injuring someone, both
the husband and wife will be sued and both are responsible for all
the personal injury damages.

This is why | advise that the husband alone be on the registration
and title of the vehicle he primarily drives and the wife be listed
solely on the registration and title for the vehicle she primarily
drives. That way, only the driver of that car will be sued. This is
especially true because a husband and wife typically own their
home together. If only one spouse is sued and the worst should
happen - a judgment for over their policy limits is obtained - the
house cannot be taken to satisfy the judgment. If both spouses
were sued, then the house would be subject to the judgment.

Riding and Deer and Dogs: Animals are no joke—they can
be a major hazard for motorcyclists. | have handled many cases
involving them and injured riders. With a dog, we often are
successful for motorcycle operators and passengers by pursuing
action against the dog owner’s home-owner’s insurance policy.

With deer, the only claim can be for a passenger against the
motorcycle operator’s insurance policy. | call these “friendly
claims.” If you're riding and see a deer or a dog, slow way down
and assume the animal will dart into your path. The Michigan
Motorcycle Operator Manual even says to stop, “...then wait until
the animal leaves or move past the animal at a walking speed.”

Never Brandish a Firearm: Many motorcyclists carry a
firearm, especially after the legal requirements for obtaining a
Concealed Pistol License were lowered. However, even with a
CPL, brandishing a firearm is illegal. Brandishing a firearm means
pointing, waving, or displaying a firearm with the intent to cause
fear in another person. This has been in the forefront of my mind
since | learned that a friend of mine, a fellow lawyer, was recently
charged with this.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Imagine the scenarios that many people may think are okay to
do: a road rage incident where one driver is doing all kinds of crazy
aggressive things, so the other driver pulls out his pistol and points
it to the sky, as a warning. That driver would likely be charged with
brandishing a firearm. My advice is to never show your firearm
unless you are in a situation where you would be allowed to
actually use it.

Road Defect Crashes: If you or someone you are riding with
goes down because of a pothole, road construction, negligence,
or other road defect, take at least 50 photographs of the defect,
the roadway and signage leading up to it and the surrounding area.
We often get calls after this kind of wreck and the city, county,
or state will go out and fix the hazard within hours of the crash.
Without photographs of the cause of the crash, it becomes a very
difficult case.

Just a few random subjects that have come across my desk this
month. Until next time--

R T T R T T

; 877-Blker-Law

= TheMc cycleLawyer.com A

Reprosenting injured bikers.
Mo Win, Mo Fes

Call 24-hour hotline

i THE Motoreycle Lawyer'™
i Jason Waechter

Have you received card above at events or from
dealerships? With it, you are my Rider VIP. You know
our specialty is representing injured motorcyclists and
their families after a wreck. Call our 24 hour injury
hotline 877-Biker-Law for a free case evaluation,
legal representation, and free legal advice. We work
no-win, no-fee.

Attorney Jason Waechter is nationally
known as THE Motorcycle Lawyersm.
His Michigan law firm specializes in
handling motorcycle accident cases.
He has secured multiple million-dollar
settlements, verdicts, and awards for
his clients over the past 26 years. Call
attorney Waechter for free advice or
free case evaluation at:

| 1-877-Biker-Law or visit
MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com
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CHARLIE CHAPLAIN'S CORNER:

THE ROAD OF COMPROMISE —

reetings to all the riders of the open road, to the

enthusiasts of the roar of engines, the lovers of the

wind against their face, and to the souls who find
freedom on two wheels. | hope this message finds you in good
spirits. Today, I'd like to share some thoughts on a subject that
often rides with us on our journeys — compromise.

In the Christian faith, compromise is an idea that carries
significant weight. As riders, we are no strangers to it. The
decisions we make — from the paths we choose, the gear
we wear, to the way we handle our bikes — often reflect
compromise. Yet, the real journey of compromise isn’t just
on the tarmac; it's in our souls.

You see, life presents us with crossroads at every turn.
Some paths might be straight, while others twist and curve.
These moments mirror the choices Jesus faced, and how he
chose the path of love, understanding, and sacrifice, even
when it seemed challenging.

The Bike and the Bible

All bikers, whether it’s Harley, or not, bikers alike
understand the beauty of customization. We mold our
bikes to our personality, preferences, and style. Similarly,
our walk with God is about shaping our lives according
to His teachings. However, we're also faced with worldly
temptations, which can lead to spiritual customizations that
may not align with the Bible’s blueprint. This is where the
concept of compromise becomes essential.

You might wonder, “Why shouldn’t | customize my faith
like I do with my bike?” The answer lies in understanding the
difference between personalizing your walk with God and
altering the essence of His teachings.

The Roads We Choose

In your riding adventures, you might’ve encountered
roads that seemed alluring at first but later turned out to
be treacherous. The Bible speaks of the wide and narrow
paths, where the broader road often seems more appeali
but leads to destruction. The narrower one, althoug‘l"
challenging, guides us to salvation. ,&. - ‘:.L

Compromise in faith is much like choosing the wid er roa

because it seems more comfortable. However, the gent

essence of Christianity calls us to challenge ourselves, to not

settle for the easy route, but to aspire for spiritual gre th,
even if the journey is tough.

The Harmony in Compromise

Now, while it’s crucial to be wary of compromising
our core beliefs, there’s a flip side to consider. As bikers,
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ARIDER'S JOURNEY IN FAITH

we often ride in groups, and we know the importance

of harmony. The journey becomes smoother when we
respect each other’s choices, even if we don’t always agree.
Similarly, in our spiritual walk, finding a balance between
staying true to our beliefs and respecting others’ choices is
essential. This kind of compromise doesn’'t weaken our faith;
instead, it strengthens our bond with fellow believers and
humanity as a whole.

Fueling Our Faith

A motorcycle cannot run without fuel. Similarly, our faith
needs constant nourishing. Compromise can either dilute
our faith or enrich it, depending on how we approach it.
Surrounding ourselves with positive influences, like fellow
believers, scriptures, and prayer, can provide the right kind
of fuel to ensure that when we do compromise, it’s in ways
that align with God’s will.

In conclusion, the road of life, much like the open
highway, offers us countless choices. Compromise, in its
essence, isn't negative. It's about finding the balance
between our personal desires and the grande g
has for us. As riders, the wind, the ro
engine often teach us lessons that w
let’s remember to embrace compro
brings us closer to God and
not farther away.

ours in faith and fellowship,
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EATHS ACROSS

-ST. CLAIR COUNTY, MICHIGAN

b

country, some of my closest friends and family have. The raw

emotion that seeps from them can be overwhelming, especially
when they are with their fellow brothers and sisters who served! They
have separately, but together been through experiences that | can
never hope to understand, but deeply respect.

Although I’'ve never had the privilege of serving our great

Lisa Fountain, (a resident of St. Clair County, A daughter of the
American Revolution as well as a member of the Civil Air Patrol) had
the opportunity to attend a wreath laying ceremony at Arlington
National Cemetery around 17+ years ago. She says her visit to
Arlington sent an electrifying surge of emotions into her and it’s
powering her efforts to bring her emotional experience back to her
hometown. Lisa said, “The experience was so completely humbling
8 she just had to find a way to bring it home.”

During the National Wreaths Across America Day on December 16,
2023, more than 2 million wreaths were placed at national, local, and
| veteran cemeteries across our nation. Of all the military ceremonies
I've had the privilege of observing, national wreath day falls into a
category of its own and sadly | feel it is one of the most overlooked.
This is the only ceremony that | know of that honors our fallen
veterans that has zero government funding and let me tell you it is
thriving!

This was started in 1992 when a surplus of wreaths were donated to
Arlington National Cemetery by the Worcester Wreath Company. Then

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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Wreaths Across America was born! Every year thousands of volunteers flood the
grounds of over 150 cemeteries holding wreaths (still produced from the Worcester
wreath company and created from a lot of balsam pine trees grown specifically

for this cause) where at every grave they take a moment to place a Remembrance
wreath, speak the soldiers name aloud and give thanks.

For some it’s an emotional time to visit their past and for others it can be an
annual labor of love, or a family tradition. For me, it’s a chance to spend time with
some of my favorite people and plus, | get to support, record, and spread the word
about our little community and the amazing people in it!

Last fall the Honor Guard of St. Clair County was kind enough to adopt me for
the day and brought me in with open arms to record a flag retirement ceremony. |
found it completely humbling that over the holidays they thought of inviting me
once again for National Wreath Day in December to participate and to photograph
the day. So, from the shadows | did my best to catch the special moments as they
paid patronage to their fallen brothers and sisters! To me, no honor could be as
great as being requested to record and share the unfiltered emotion that | was
entrusted with and to show them support.

Taking part in the wreath placement, it was great to see some familiar faces of
not only the Honor Guard, but also the Boy Scout Troop of Marysville, members
of the VFW Post, and of course members of the Port Huron Motorcycle Club. It’s
always amazing to see different groups in the community coming together and seeing the joy they bring while supporting
and sharing traditions with the next generation. It was great to see the young people taking it all in and appreciating the
moment for what it meant. | mean WOW!!! I'm not sure | could pick the right words if such words existed!

This was the 16th year for the wreath laying at the Allied Veteran Cemetery of St. Clair County and it doesn’t look like it’s
going to slow down any time soon! This year huge strides were made to incorporate the help of the youth of the community.
Being able to help present and place wreaths was a tremendous experience for them as they beamed with pride, honor, and
grace at the same time. It is truly a humbling experience and | know this is something they will always remember, respect,
and that will reinforce their willingness to support for many years to come!! CONTINUED...
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I'd like to wish everyone a Happy New
Year! | hope everyone enjoyed their
holiday season, and | hope everyone got
a chance to experience something as
heartwarming to them as this was for
me!!

If you would like more information
on how to help support Wreaths Across
America by purchasing a wreath, making
a donation, or by volunteering, you
can follow this link: https://www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages|[42469
Overview/?relatedld=0

Story by Erin Fay/Madcap Imaging
Contributor/Photographer to Thunder
Roads® Magazine of Michigan
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READERS RIDES

Exit 9

¥ A o

MY BIKE, AKA EXIT 3

My 2011 Harley-Davidson Road Glide has been redone
from the front tire to the rear. | purchased it as a stock

FLTRX (Road Glide Custom) with 8,000 miles on the
odometer. Now, it has a23” x16” set up which makes

% | canvas of Sedona Orange and now has a mix of Amber
Whiskey and bursts of abstract art. The motor was a
factory 103, now | would have to murk ya if | told ya.
Legend REVO-A shocks in the rear with everything new in
the primary chest. 4.5 “ stretched bags with a 6-gallon
tank. The Twin Cam engine is coupled with the sound
that a D&D Fat Cat exhaust can only provide. The sound
system does not come close to the sound of the pipes
but does push out the tunes by Rockford Fosgate. The bars are 18” and the forks have been accentuated with a 7-degree
bolt-on rake. The Dakota Digital Gauges set the dashboard off along with the water-resistant radio. Once upon a time made
for cross country, now the bike is currently being retired to the Midwest with 37,485 miles.

18" pullbacks. I've ridden from Jacksonville, FL to Detroit, Ml with 18.5 hours of saddle time on the Corbin seat/backrest. | was
inspired to paint this bike as a 1 off for the love | have for graffiti. Itis a conversation piece as most wonder how | came up with
the concept for the paint scheme. Therefore, this bike in some ways saved my life and the freedom of artistic expression.

MY BACKSTORY

Exit 9, a life saver and defibrillator between my legs.
| purchased my 2nd hog and 5th bike in February 2018
as a Valentines Day gift to myself. It was bone stock
when | took possession and treated me well. However,
| needed to add some pazazz to it. Over the next
year, it was toured into several states. Completing the
season with only doing engine work and adding a few
knick-knacks here and there. Then came May 5, 2019,

5 when | went

“ down on the bike &
e ol and caused 73%
total damage to it with no
clue of what was to come.
*| From that day, | was
0-1 with the pavement,
but it made me a better
rider and gave me the
ambition to rebuild my
hog. Now, in 2023 it has
been across the USA, won
several bike trophies for
| best touring bike and for
longest distance at a few
annuals. The set up makes

it comfortable with the
22 FEBRUARY 2024 THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE
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DON'T END UP IN A CADILLAC OR A LINCOLN...

..THE ONLY LAST RIDE.

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round.

(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273

Professionally
Installed

* 2 or 4 Handlebar Speakers

* Oversized 150z Magnet
for Improved Low End Response
Water Resistant
Speaker Housings

* Black or Chrome Versions Available

1005 N. Fancher  Mt. Pleasant MI 48895
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| REMEMBER THE WINTER SNOWSTORM OF 1367

STORY BY, RANGER RICK the suburbs somewhere. Mark was there waiting for us after we took

inter snow is finally coming, and | can’t help but remember our physical and when we’d come home on leave. The bikes would
Wthe winter of 1967. | was staying in downtown Detroit with be all gassed up and ready to ride. Mark was kind of a cornerstone for

two of my brothers. It was the _ Sl i David and |. He was a pretty tough guy and didn't
last winter before going into the Army. e T R | ; take anything from the neighborhood hoodlums.
We had to take him to the hospital to get sewed up
at least a couple of times when he'd get in a fight
&1 with someone who had a knife. David was killed in
B action late in 1969, and | was sent home with him.
The Vietnam War was going on strong, and we
drew short straws. Hell, it seemed like just about
everyone | knew drew short straws. Bob Hope was
visiting troops, and everything back home seemed
to change. Veterans were not popular among
those my age. Especially on a bike. The music
changed while we were in, but we still had a
shock when we returned. Even riding to the bar
m a was different. Just Mark and me. Just not the

We were working on building a hard tail
chopper after we came home from our
day jobs, welding or painting one part or
another. Six inch over springer front end
with a nineteen-inch wheel and a fifteen-
inch rim in the rear. A sportster tank over
a Harley twelve-hundred motor. All the
paint was done in a candy apple red. With
very heavy silver metal flake. Very old
school paint on a modern chopper. This
was David’s bike, his money, and our help. _ &
We worked on it almost every day and then = i
we would proceed in the repetition of our usual ‘ 2
nighttime activities. Get to the bar by eight.
Eat a burger and drink beer. Around eleven or
twelve, if we had played enough pool, it was
time to head home or to a different bar. Usually,
at two in the morning, we’d stop at a diner
before going home and of course all we talked
about was bikes. We had to work in Birmingham
in the morning, so it would be an early rise,
but we were young and full of stupid, so it was
what we did. We had a friend named Tom, who
was our welder, so he usually came along with
us. We didn't mind. He helped pay for gas and
beer.

- like we were from different worlds. | saw how
% hard losing David had hit Mark. Mark ended
up taking David’s chopper and rode it for a
while before he had passed it on to a younger
brother. Mom wasn't thrilled about another
son riding but she must have known it was
inevitable. | mean my father rode, so we were
all going to ride. Deciding to leave Detroit, |
rode back home to lowa to be with my father
on the farm. A couple of my younger siblings
stayed in the Detroit area with my mother. Mom
and dad had separated, and dad went back
to lowa. Back home on the farm, | was able
to get my bearings a little better. Small towns
appreciate veterans differently. Over time, | went
back and forth between Muscatine lowa and Royal
Oak Michigan. Winters were different between
Muscatine and Royal Oak. Muscatine had a lot of
high wind when the Northerns blew down and
everything turned to ice. The north side of Detroit
still had a lot of snow, but | didn’t go back into
parking ordinances. Neighborhood bars on downtown Detroit much after that. Times had
side streets only left room for curb parkingand one lane down the changed along with the weather. | can remember a lot more snow back
center. If you met someone coming the other way, someone had to back | then and running around the streets with two of my brothers. We'd push
up. Back in those days there was really bad snow, even in the city. Good | through winter and then ride our bikes together all summer until the
times, really. We were too young to buy beer, and nobody cared. We had | snow returned once again. We just took it all for granted. Those were
the world by the tail and were having the time of our lives. different times. | will always remember the snowstorm of 1967, but it
was April of 1968 when spring presented a last ride with David and his
red chopper. He was so proud of his bike and for good reason, it was an
awesome looking bike. Then we both went into the Army. | remember
that red chopper and the winter snowstorm of 1967.

There were reports of a big storm coming
and it was already snowing hard as we went
into the bar, but when we came out the side
streets were a mess. There must have been
six or eight inches at least when we all
piled into my brother’s car cold and wet.
One problem, we cleaned off the car, but
the road was slick. We had to get out and
push the car to get it going. We couldn’t
leave it. During snowstorms you would get
a ticket, buried by the plow, or both if you
parked on the street during the emergency

The next summer, my brother David and | would join the Army. The
bike was done and Mark who was deferred 4F, would take care of our
bikes while we were gone. Our buddy Tom had moved with his mom to
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the New Year if you haven't already.

We'll be getting together with our
members, having something to eat, and
getting ideas on ways to raise funding for all the organizations we are proud
to support. Our last order of benches from OCC Outdoors just arrived and we
can't wait to get them delivered. The response we have received from the
schools we have donated benches to has really lit a fire in our souls to contact
as many schools as you can and help with their mental health programs.
That's why it's so important to have fund raiders to support this special need
for all the local schools in our communities!

Denise and | just got back from the great state of Texas and when someone
tells you things are bigger in Texas, you surely can believe it! The people there
are very friendly and aren't afraid to go out of their way to help you. They are
still riding their motorcycles down there and you see a lot of custom bikes
and of course antique cars in San Antonia. Although, it was sad to hear the
same stories of motorcyclists not being respected on the road in Texas just
like here at home. Several individuals saw our logo and took the time to share
their stories and individual experiences of a loved one being involved in an
accident. Never stop spreading the message “Be Aware - Motorcycles are
Everywhere!”

Our next big benefit will be for the Lenawee Foster Care [ Childrens
Protective Services in April, and we will be reaching out for help gathering
products that are on their “wish list.”

For those of you in our region, don't forget about Hope Clinic in Ypsilanti.
They offer free services from medical care, dental care, behavioral health,
adult eye exams, baby care and groceries in their food pantry 6 days a week.

Please start the New Year out the right way by being kind and generous.
There are so many needy families and organizations that could use your help.
I truly believe you will be blessed by God and good things will come your
way. A great way to start would be to join our Foundation and help support
so many worthwhile causes all while having fun and meeting some amazing
people. You can check us out on Facebook page, reach out to us at hotrds.
motorcycle.awareness@gmail.com , or come to one of our meetings. We meet
the 2" Sunday of the month at 4pm at the American Legion Post 268 in Milan.
It would be great to hear from you or better yet, meet you in person!

President | Hot Rods Motorcycle Awareness
and Suicide Prevention Foundation

N J

February - time to start planning for

00

m MOTORCYCLES ARE EVERYWHERE
STANDISE, M 66656

Donated by: lason Waechior TheMotorcyclelawyercom 1-87T7-BIKER-LAW
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BY MERRY GARRETT

elloall! Let’s share a beautiful thought
H together. Spring is less than two months away!
And after the 16 inches of snow, wind, drifts, and
a collapsed carport | personally had in January... I'm sure
looking forward to it. However, it’s Michigan so we must
expect weather to change daily.

Watch for an ABATE OF MICHIGAN seminar recap in next
month’s issue of Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine. |
tried for this month, but it just wasn’t possible.

So, I'd like to ask a few rhetorical questions about
“freedom” and your “rights” as a motorcyclist right here
in Michigan. | encourage you to think about them in your
own personal way and ponder the choices that are being
made for you as a motorcyclist.

What is freedom to you?

Are you happy with the version of freedom you are
experiencing?

How about the freedom to be comfortable with your
insurance policy?

Or, to simply have the freedom to choose the gasoline
you need for your motorcycle?

How about the freedom and simple right to share
the road equally, safely, and not have to worry about
distracted drivers not seeing you?

Well, let me tell you there are those in Lansing that
have worked and are still working to take many of these
freedoms away from every motorcyclist in Michigan. It
doesn’t matter if you ride a Harley, Indian, Honda, or even
a dirt bike or ATV on the roads or trails. Heck, maybe you
“used to ride” but don’t anymore. We can still support
those that do and are still loving to ride. The choices
being made for you even include your boats! So, if you
enjoy these freedoms then mark your calendars right now
for June 4, 2024, in Lansing. Join ABATE OF MICHIGAN
for our annual Freedom Rally!!! We’ll be sharing the
flyer with more information soon and WE WANT YOU TO
COME ALONG! The simple truth is that YOU are one of us
and someone out there loves you. If something were to
happen to you, their lives would never be the same. We
all have things we are fighting for, and our freedoms are
a never-ending battle. As free men and women citizens,
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soldiers, doctors, nurses, lawyers, blue collar workers,
dentist, and retired folks... we would love for you to join
us in ABATE. Even if you don’t ride any longer or never
have, join us in the fight! Take out your phone and scan
the QR code at the end of this article ... it's that easy.

Now, it might surprise you, but ABATE is not the
organization that “doesn’t want a helmet law” or “don’t
want helmets”. Most think of us as this, but we are so
much more. There is a helmet law and it’s currently
a choice in our state. ABATE is so much more. We are
Freedom fighters!!! Don't agree?... That’s okay because
that IS freedom. Attend a meeting, stop at an event, go
for a ride with us and meet some members. We are all
over the United States. The same can be said for the MRF,
AMA, and many other motorcycle rights groups. It is not a
costly thing to join. Email me, I’ll be happy to correspond
with you and guide you in the easiest direction to join.

| hope to meet a lot of you readers this season out on
these Thunder Roads of Michigan. Just look for the little
sweet old lady - Lmao... and sit and talk a spell. Until
then, peace to you all. Patiently waiting for spring to
bring me some sun on my face and wind in my hair.

2 o *W-* Peace and love,

; n Merry
N RC to Region 6
Board Member
Email: Merrysgarrett@yahoo.com

EXPERTS!

1692 MARQUETTE AVE. BAY CITY, MI 48706
1-888-629-9226 | SUSPENSIONMAXX.COM
== PROUDLY MADE IN USA
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Want to wish someone special a Happy
Birthday, Happy Anniversary, Congrats, etc. D D
in a BIG WAY? Surprise them by saying it in
Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine! For
only $15 you can put your personal message
along with a photo in an upcoming issue
of Thunder Roads® Michigan. Go to www.
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com and click on
the shout out link!

"SERVING, 141;1. QF !mun 'LED LIGHTING NEEDS
— ..!' n L 7 wa

OUT to all the Detroit Lions
fans out there! Past and present.
Congratulations on a great season!
Here’s a throwback cover from March
2015 with Herman Moore on Michigan'’s
#1Biker Magazine. Go Lions!

R
‘_'l

HEADLIGHTS, TURN SIGNALS, GROUND EFFECTS FOR MOTORCYCLES, GOLF CARTS. BOATS, AUTO & MORE
BILL PRIMEAU - VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED

989-286-1439 TWISTEDILLUSIONSLIGHTING@GMAIL.COM

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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appy February all! This is the month where
H | get doubly screwed, as Valentine's Day is

also my wife’s, Stabby’s, Birthday. So, happy
Birthday my love!

With that out of the way, | do have some bad news
for you as well. The price of ammo is going to go up.
Vista Outdoor, the parent company of Remington,
Alliant Powder, CClI, Federal, SEVI-Shot and Speer, sent
a letter to their customers that they will substantially
increase its ammunition prices due to “an anticipated
global shortage of gunpowder.” According to Vice
President of Sales, Sporting Products Brett Nelson,
“Due to world events our suppliers have notified us of
unprecedented demand for and an anticipated global
shortage of gunpowder, and thus has increased our prices
substantially. We must therefore raise our pricing to help
offset those increases.” Well, that sucks! Didn’t we just
go through this in 2020 and 2021? What is “increased our
prices substantially” you ask? Well:

Shotshell 1-7 percent

Rifle 1-7 percent

Handgun 1-5 percent

22LR/Shorts 1-5 percent

WMR/HMR 1-7 percent

Primers 5 percent

Alliant Powder 10 percent (limited availability)

That may not seem like much on paper, but | assure
you that itis. Especially in these hard financial times
(I get a double dose of financial bad news this month
- hurray birthdays). But that shouldn’t mean that
| give you a double dose of bad news. So hereis a
bit of good news! Some sane people in our state
government want to make it available for schools to
teach firearm and hunter safety. House Bill 5334 and
Senate Bill 664 have been introduced in the Michigan
House of Representatives.

It states, “By not later than June 1, 2025, the
department, in consultation with the department of
natural resources, shall adopt and make available to
schools a model program of firearm safety instruction
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for students in grades 6 to 12. The instruction must be
not less than 8 hours in duration, must comply with
the requirements of the safe handling course provided
by the department of natural resources, and must

be taught by an individual who has been certified as

a hunter education instructor by the department of
natural resources.” According to the bill, no firearms
or ammunition will be allowed in the schools. So, I'm
assuming then, that they would have to teach this
off-site, because they would teach: “proper usage and
handling of firearms, safe cleaning and maintenance
of firearms, and safe hunting practices.” Schools may
provide this instruction as an extracurricular or “part
of an existing course for the purpose of teaching self-
expression and enjoyment of recreational activity.”
Also, any student who completes this course is
considered to have completed the full hunter safety
course.

If I may opine on this for a minute, | would’ve loved
to have this in my school back then. You see, most
of the time it’s the dad teaching the child how to
properly handle a firearm, how to hunt and learning
to love both the sports of shooting and hunting. In his
younger days, my dad loved to hunt, but | only knew
of this from stories he would tell and that was all | got,
stories. He had lost his passion, and his ability to hunt
when | was 6 years old with a debilitating back injury.
| never got instructions on how to properly handle a
firearm or the finer points of going on a hunt from
him. | learned these things on my own much later in
life. So, anything having to do with teaching a child
(or adult for that matter) firearm and hunter safety, |
am 100 percent behind.

I’ll be keeping my eye on this one to see if it gains
any traction now that the Legislature has come
back into session. Also, | will be calling my local
Representative to urge him to keep pushing for the
bills that | previously mentioned to go through. If you
are in favor of this type of education (which I hope
you are) | ask that you do the same. Also, if you feel
the urge to get Stabby a birthday present, she’s been
eyeing up the Glock 48. Until next time, stay safe and
vote accordingly.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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CALL I:QBE!':I EZ4-440U FOR SALEE, SERVICE, AND PARTS

Full-Service » Fast Turnaround
Experienced Technicians

HOME of mcmfmws
26 HOTTEST WINGS!

AVD HOME MADE SAUCE
oRIGIVAL 4
SAUCES & RIRS oM

‘&2531573; THURSDAYS

fRoM PAIN g >
poor FROM MEMORIAL DAY,
To P To LAROR DAY /

 ESUJIFIVIE
3 LOCATIONS SERVING EASTERN MICHIGAN

11901 N Bayer Rd 58811 Main 5t 600 5. Sandusky Rd
Birch Run, MI 48415 Richmond, Ml 48062 Sandusky, MI 48471
(889] 624-3400 586-430-1252 810-848-3510

POLARIS

U s .A

DontMiss a Single Issue..
If you would like a subscription lo Michigan’s #1 Biker Magazine all you have lo do is
complete the form below and return it with a check or money order for $45.00 (this is for
12 issues) payable lo: Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

& Make Check or Money Order Payable to:
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

Thunder Roads
PO Box 1782
Midland. Ml 48641-1782

Name: e o e e B i e e et TR

Address: o e e U

Keep reading,. keep riding. and remnermnber.. WHERE THERE'S BIKES THERES GOING TO BE THUNDER!
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hether you're a US veteran or not, you can join the OIS Riders.
W The foundation of Operation Injured Soldiers is based off

being a 501-3C charity and provides recreational therapy
for veterans free of charge. Recreational therapy is a great tool to
help veterans who suffer from physical and emotional injuries. It’s a
way for them to get back to what they used to enjoy doing, and to do
it with those who can relate to them. OIS Riders are ambassadors for
this organization that help support the charity in a variety of ways, to

a person of contact for a veteran at an event are a few of these roles.
Since my husband is the President of the OIS Riders, I've donated
much of my time alongside of him doing a lot of the things mentioned

above. | continue to volunteer in different ways and fill in where |
can, just donating your time can make a huge impact. I've helped
with setting up tables to gradually find myself doing more, like

being available to speak with veterans that attend the events and
listen to their experiences. The stories | have heard are amazing and
heartwarming and | too eventually became an OIS Rider. The most rewarding feeling can come from being
a volunteer for this organization and seeing firsthand the positive influence it has on a veteran and their
family. It's very uplifting and in today’s time, it's so great to be part of something so positive.

In 2006 | started out riding my own 2006 ultra-low Sportster to events, which | really enjoyed. But as
time went by, the number of events grew, and they seemed to take us further in distance. If you have
ever ridden a sporty then you know it's fun, but not a long-distance driver... it's a good thing the tank is
small because just about the time you need gas you also need a break from it! Then some time ago at a
snowmobile event with some veterans, | got talking with a veteran who also rides motorcycles. He said
In ! d that he had gotten a Trike and that he just loved it. He went on about how comfortable it was, and how

aﬁ e relaxing. It sounded just like what | needed! Some time went by and then the Harley-Davidson RG3 came
out. It's a Trike with a beautiful Road Glide fairing that has all the goodies like cruise control, Bluetooth
radio, and navigation system. Before | knew it, my husband was sending me photos of one and | was taking

Idi

SB Ie!s a test ride. Yep, you know what happened next... | bought it! | knew immediately that the future days

— of riding and doing more charity events were going to be a lot more fun! This was a change for me, so |
thought of the veteran that recommended a trike to me and gave him a

call to see if he could give me some pointers on riding it. Let me tell you,

Imeratmn

Trikes are a totally different ride than two wheels. That little test ride in the
parking lot was fun, but nothing like going down the road. Luckily, | was
able to go for a ride with him and his wife and we had so much fun riding
together! | was bummed when the day was over because | just wasn't
ready to be done. | was used to being tired from riding the Sporty, but not
my Trike! This year is going
to be A LOT of fun and | am
really looking forward to
more charity events!

>
2

Story by: Michelle Middleton &

Jason Middleton

Director, OIS Riders

Board Member,

Operation Injured Soldiers
22645 Pontiac Trail

South Lyon, MI 48178
(248)437-3130

Fanuly owned since 196

RemusTavern.com
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STORM CHASERS DRINK RECIPE

FROSTBITE
RUMBLE

11/2 0UNCES MALIBU RUM
1 0UNCE BLUE CTRACAD
1/2 OUNCE WHITE CREME DE CACA) -
1/2 OUNCE (REAM | MICHI

ol o8l

PRE-SALE TICKETS M’ML.&ELE ONLINE STARTING
FEBRUARY 2024

CAMPING RESERVATIDNS AVAILABLE NOW
1 -'1"- '& 1 W .. 1
3D0RIFL wzﬂmg.i; e
MI48BET

COMBINE ALL INGREDIENTS IN A COCKTAIL SHAKER
FILLED WITH ICE
SHAKE WELL
STRAIN INTO AN [CE-FILLED ROCKS GLASS
GARNISH WITH A CHERRY OR AN ORANGE

OCTOBER 15TH-APRIL 15TH

WHEN RIDING ENDS, CUSTOM BEGINS.
STARTING AT $399*

S
oy

o

SERVICE

THUNDER ROADS

FRE-PAID LABOR, SERWCE. AND PARTS OF 51400 OR MORE RECETVE WINTER STORAGE FOR FREE!
CUSTOMIZE YOUR RIDE DURING IT°S STAY. WHAT WE OFFER-

o s
i

ROCKFORD FOSGATE AUDID
SOUND STREAM AUDID
NATIVE BAGGER

BAR INSTALLATION CERAMIC COATING
CUSTOM PAINTING DETAILING
PERFORMANLCE WORK FAT TIRE KITS
MOTOR REBUILOS

WINTER STORAGE INCLUDES GNSITE STORAGE, CONTROLLED TEMPERATURE ENVIRONMENT,
FREE TRADE-IW EWALUATION, FREE PYCKTIP AVAILABLE®

B810-234-6646 vehiclecityhariey.com 2400 Austins Pkwy. Flint M1 48507
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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When I was 13, I hoped that one day I would have a girlfriend

with big boobs.

When I was 16 I got a girlfriend with big boobs, but there was no

passion, so I decided I needed a passionate girl with a zest for life.

In college I dated a passionate girl, but she was too emotional.

Everything was an emergency; she was a drama queen, cried
all the time and threatened suicide. So I decided I needed a
girl with stability.

When I was 25 I found a very stable girl but she was boring.
She was totally predictable and never got excited about any-
thing. Life became so dull that I decided that I needed a girl
with some excitement.

When I was 28 I found an exciting girl, but I couldn’t keep up
with her. She rushed from one thing to another, never settling on
anything. She did mad impetuous things and made me miserable
as often as happy. She was great fun initially and very energetic,
but directionless.

So I decided to find a girl with some real ambition.

When I turned 30, I found a smart ambitious girl with her feet
planted firmly on the ground, so I married her. She was so ambi-
tious that she divorced me and took everything I owned.

I am older and much wiser now, and I am just yet again, simply
looking for a girl with big boobs.

A Mafia Godfather finds out that his bookkeeper, Guido, has
cheated him out of $5 million dollars.

first place. It was assumed that Guido would hear nothing, so he
would never have to testify in court.

When the Godfather goes to confront Guido about his missing
$5 million, he brings along his lawyer who happens to know sign
language.

The Godfather tells the lawyer, “Ask him where the money is!”
The lawyer, using sign language, asks Guido, “Where's the money?”
Guido signs back, "I don't know what you are talking about.”
The lawyer tells the Godfather, “He says he doesn't know what
you're talking about.”

The Godfather pulls out a 38, puts it to Guido's head and says,
“Ask him again and if he doesn't tell me, I'll kill him!”

The lawyer signs to Guido, “He'll kill you if you don't tell him.”
Guido trembles and signs, “OK, OK! The money is in a brown
briefcase, buried behind the shed at my cousin Bruno's house.”
The Godfather asks the lawyer, “What did he say?”

The lawyer replies, “He says screw you, you don't have the balls
to pull the trigger.”

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

: Had a prob with my computer yesterday, so I called Lil" Joey, my
: girlfriend’s son, next door.

¢ Lil" Joey clicked a couple of buttons and solved my dilemma.

. As he was leaving, I called after him, “So, what was wrong?”

. He yelled back, “It was an ID ten T error.”

: I didnt want to appear clueless, but still asked him, "An ID ten T
. error? What's that about?

- Lil" Joey grinned and said, “Write it down so you

. don't forget and maybe you won't have to call my Mom to make
: me come over here and assist.”

: So I wrote it down.... “"ID10T"

Am just more than confused how a Mortuary can raise its’ funeral
. prices and blame it on the cost of living ??

Lost my job at Boeing today - told them, as one
* door closes another opens.
© They said that's why they were letting me go.

Me: Gotta’ say, ate quite a bit over the holidays, which began with
© Thanksgiving, and don't think I gained too much at all.
; My Phone: Face Not Recognized - Try Again

: Every time I see a crackhead on a bicycle I yell “"Hey! that's my

bike!” just to see how fast they can pedal. You'd be surprised!

: Hubby being cute - I found a great site to order sausage online .....

His bookkeeper is deaf. That was the reason he got the job inthe : 1, send you a link.

Dawn commercials be washing everything BUT dishes!
: I do not have a greasy duck.

(*lucky spellcheck is strong @ beginnin

Some of y'all never had to push your own car then jump in and
. pop the clutch and it shows!

HR: You can't call employees “foreskin”.
¢ Me: But they disappear when things get hard.
: HR: Still can't.

all you sexy, fun-loving, Bikers -
the world is a much more exciting place with
YOU in it! (everybody smooch!)
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February 1

-55% Annual I-500 Showmobile Race
Sault Ste Marie, Ml
www.i-500.com

February 2
-55" Annual I-500 Snowmobile Race
Sault Ste Marie, Ml
www.i-500.com

February 3
-55™ Annual I-500 Snowmobile Race
Sault Ste Marie, Ml
www.i-500.com

-Monster Energy AMA Supercross
Championship

Ford Field

2000 Brush St.

Detroit, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

February 4
-AMA D-14 Ice Racing
Miltner Beach Park
Lake City, Ml
State Championship Series
7:00am-4:30pm
www.d14ice.com

February 10
=Big Bend Racing
513 Conrad Rd.
Standish, Ml
Check out Facebook for details

February 11
-AMA D-14 Ice Racing
Port Huron Motorcycle Club
3376 Griswold Rd.
Port Huron, Ml
State Championship Series
7:00am-4:30pm
www.d14ice.com
WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

February 17

=AMA Ice Race Oval Grand
Championships

Leisure Lake Family Campground
505 S Warner Rd.

Sumner, Ml

6:00am-5:30pm
www.d14ice.com

February 18

=AMA Ice Race Oval Grand
Championships

Leisure Lake Family Campground
505 S Warner Rd.

Sumner, MI

6:00am-5:30pm
www.d14ice.com

-Xtreme International Ice Racing XiiR
Dow Event Center

303 Johnson St.

Saginaw, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

February 25
=AMA D-14 Ice Racing
Owosso Motorsport Park
2504 W M21

Owosso, Ml

State Championship Series
7:00am-4:30pm
www.d14ice.com

-3 Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet
Paragons Promotion

Dort Financial Ctr.

3501 Lapeer Rd.

Flint, MI

10:00am-4:00pm

Admission $9 per adult
www.paragonspromotion.com

-Sirens M/C Swap Meet
Amvets Post 22

520 N. Pine Rd.

Bay City, Ml
11:00am-4:00pm

Bold events indicate
Advertiser/Supporter of
Thunder Roads® Michigan
- Please patronize our
advertisers.

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!!

Increase your attendance by
posting your event in Thunder
Roads® Magazine of Michigan.

All Advertised Events in our
Magazine will have their event
Posted on the Pull Out Calendar
(specific issues) and your Event
will be highlighted in the Thunder
Roads® Events Calendar of the
Magazine.

THUNDER ROADS®
MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN
- YOUR MICHIGAN BIKER

CONNECTION

(Call about our Special Discounts for
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads®
Magazine and on our web site, send the
information to:
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.

Event information must be received prior to
the 10th of the month preceding the event
month to be posted in the magazine.

Remember to call ahead
before planning to attend any event as
the information/dates may change.
Thunder Roads® Michigan is Not
responsible for errors or omissions.
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Pick up your

at these locations or any business with and ad in this issue.

Thank you to all of our supporters for making

MC PARTS & SERVICE

Ball Equipment
11901 S. Beyer Rd.
Birch Run, MI 48415
989-624-4400
www.Ballequip.com

Bubba'’s Tri- City Cycle
804 S. Huron Rd.
Linwood, M| 48634
989-697-5525
www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave
West Branch, Ml 48661
989-343-5454
Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46
Howard City, Ml 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
989-773-9991

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson of Lapeer
1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, Ml 48446
810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Thumb Motorcycle Chrome LLC
1517 Deckerville Rd.
Caro, M1 48723
989-673-2750
www.TMCTrikesAndBikes.com

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.
Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550
www. TractionPowersports.net

Twisted lllusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals
Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & More!
989-280-1439
TwistedlllusionsLighting@gmail.com

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy.
Flint, MI 48507
810-234-6646
Bike Night Every Other Friday
Starting May 5th 6PM-9PM

MOTORCYCLE
ORGANIZATIONS

ABATE OF MICHIGAN
LOOK TWICE. SAVE A LIFE
To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

Hot Rod'’s
Motorcycle Awareness
& Suicide Prevention
Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com
419-349-8075

BARS & RESTAURANTS

2 Wheel Tavern
13984 S. Straits Hwy.
Wolverine, Ml 49799

231-525-8388
www.2WheelTavern.com
Bike Night Wednesday

Amy’s Downtown Reservoir
Bar & Grill
4488 1st St.
Columbiaville, MI 48421
810-545-0770
Bike Night Thursday

Auburn Hotel & Tavern
101 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, MI 48611
989-266-3114
Veteran Owned and Operated
Bike Night Thursday

Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave.
Baldwin, MI 49304

231-745-4403
www.baldwinbowlingcenter.com
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Barilik’s Tavern
205 Long Lake Ave.
Alpena, MI 49707
989-356-6034
Outdoor Seating

Bay Shore Bar and Grill
IN QUANICASSEE
9432 Bay City Forestville Rd.
Fairgrove, Ml 48733
989-895-9503
Fish Fry Fridays

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Buckley Roadside Bar
116 W. Wexford Ave.
Buckley, Ml 49620
231-269-4170
Outdoor Bar Area
Bike Night Thursday

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,
Sports & Sprits!

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, Ml 48832

989-463-4693
Bike Night Wednesday

Greka’s Tavern
326 S. 1st St.
Rogers City, M1 49779
989-734-9029
Live Music Weekends

McNasty’s Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd
New Boston, Ml 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Otter Lake Bar
5845 Genesee Ave.
Otter Lake, Ml 48464
810-793-7797
Bike Night Tuesday

Parisville Saloon
5495 Priemer Rd.
Parisville, Ml 48470
989-912-0803
Beer and Shot Bar

Remus Tavern
118 W. Wheatland (corner of M-20 & M-66)
Remus, Ml 49340
989-967-8304
RemusTavern.com
Family Owned / Full Menu

Ryders Bar & Grill
2650 W. Midland Rd.
Midland, MI 48642
989-423-1990
Inside/Outside Seating
Bike Night Tuesdays

Scooter’s Bar & Grill
6004 Torrey Rd.
Flint, Ml 48507
(810) 655-6884

Bike Night Wednesday

Sporty’s Wing Shack & Smoke House
4502 N. Huron Rd.
Pinconning, MI 48650
989-879-6050
Home of Michigan’s
Hottest Wings

The Final Pour Gazebo Bar
1020 E. Huron
Au Gres, M| 48703
989-876-4653
Full Bar & Menu
Best Outdoor Bar Seating

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, M| 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.
Downtown Hastings, Ml
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer
Bikers Always Welcome

Whalen’s Inn
4371 S. Huron Rd.
Standish, Ml 48658

989-846-9932
Between the curves!

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.SecurityCU.com

Wheeler Dealer Super Pawnshop
4865 Wilder Rd.
Bay City, MI 48706
989-545-0912
Stan’s Corner Plaza

LODGING & CAMPING

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Riffle River Trail
West Branch, M| 48661
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com
Bike Bash

Old Highway Campground
14335 US-12
Brooklyn, Ml 49230
517-662-1782
Brooklynmarket@usa2goquickstore.com

Oscoda Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, Ml
1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

Mackinaw Area Visitors Bureau
10800 W. US 23
Mackinaw City, Ml 49701
231-436-5664
www.MackinawCity.com/stay/

AUDIO
Top Dog Audio
1005 N. Fancher
Mt.Pleasant, Ml 48895
989-773-4705

INSURANCE
State Farm -Tim Boychuck
967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-2665
www. TimBoychuck.com

LEGAL SERVICES

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
The Motorcycle Lawyer
Free Legal Advice
877-Biker-Law
www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com
No Win/ No Fee Promise

FUNERAL SERVICES

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY Funeral Home,
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs Notice
734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

VEHICLE PARTS
& SERVICES

Henderson Brothers Rustproofing
Since 1962
402 E. Lyon, Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It's Us or Rust!

Suspension Maxx
1692 Marquette Ave.
Bay City, M1 48706
(888) 629-9226
www.SuspensionMaxx.com

SERVICES

Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication
2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, Ml 48701
989-529-0815
www.OreoWelding.com

CAUGHT YA LOOKIN'

THIE COULD BE YOUR AD HERE

QUR APF LAST FOR 3@ DAFE, NOT 3@ FECONDE!

CONTACT US
N

989-948-4644
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OUTDOOR SEATING!
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

205 LONG LAKE AVE., ALPENA, MI 49707
989-356-6034
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Motorcycle accident?
Jason - THE Motorcycle Lawyer™

Call 877-BIKER-LAW

Download
our app!

Attorney
Jason
Waechter

-GET ITON b
Google Play
# Download on the T

¥
L App Store i

MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com




