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LETTER FROM OWNERS
A Year in The Books!

ith all the ups and downs in 2023, it felt like it was

two steps forward and one step back. Seriously,

it seemed like a couple of great (much needed)

things would happen and then we would brace
ourselves for the unknown.-~We fought every day to not “settle.”
While at the same time, accepting “it is what it is” more than
once. God is good and we give thanks for all his blessings.
We must also say thank you to everyone that helped us out last
year. The list of names would be so long if we tried to name you
all, so if you were there at a rally, bike night, swap meet, bike
show, special event, distributing magazines, writing columns,
gave us a place to stay, helped with sales, or invited us to your
event.... that means you.. WE COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT
YOU!" Our first year as the new owners in 2023 introduced us to
so many new faces that we now call friends and our family.. Thank
you to all the readers and followers! It was awesome to see all
the Thunderheads in their Thunderwear wherever we went. YOU
made our year, and you made us feel like we were doing things
right. Thank you to all the Biker Friendly Businesses that have
stuck with us as we continue to blaze new paths. Again, we
couldn’t have done it without all of you and we greatly appreciate
all the support in keeping Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine free
to our readers.

We have A LOT planned going into 2024, and some new ideas that
we are bouncing around for our second year.- Still, we cannot wait
for the events that are the staples of the riding season and the
riding community each year. We are still in the planning stages
of our calendar and would love to attend some of the events we
couldn’t make it to last year, but there are also things we may not
do again. To keep growing Michigan’s #1 Motorcycle Magazine
we have to get out there, right?! If there is anything that Aly and
I both have come to learn over the past year is how strong and
fragile things are. We feel like we had a good first year, but we
struggled alongside some wonderful businesses that didn’t make
it. We witnessed some mom-and-pop places, small shops, local
bars, taverns, and even the oldest Harley-Davidson dealership

in Michigan close their doors for the last time. Our first year as
the new owners opened our hearts and eyes to where we see

the magazine taking us. We've learned a lot giving, taking, and
letting go. We are still learning, and we appreciate all the pep
talks along the way. All the input, feedback, and suggestions

you shared, we heard. So, thank you, thank you, thank you
everyone!

As we leave 2023 in the mirror, let’s take a moment to remember our
friends and family we lost doing what they loved. We are here to
keep their memories alive every day and they remind us to live our
lives each day as if it were our last. Remember to share some words
of love with your family and friends
every chance you get. Tomorrow is not
promised. Ride safe, ride often.

FTW
Happy New Year!
~RJ & Aly
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HAPPY NEW YEARTO ALL MY
BROTHERS & SISTERS

We all know that this time of year can be tough on
our veteran and military members, but | do hope
your holidays were stress free and filled with joy.

I I ere’s to wishing everyone a very blessed New Year!

It is sad to say many of us veterans lose hope and that |
have had way too many life experiences involving suicide.
I wish I could reach each and every veteran and military
member and let them know that there are people and
organizations like the Veteran’s Administration, that are
there to help when you are feeling overwhelmed. Please,
all you have to do is reach out. | would rather get a call for
help than one telling me we lost you.

A New Year is here and a lot of us make resolutions just to fall
off track a few months down the road, but maybe you could
try a different approach this year? Don’t make resolutions you
won’'t keep, maybe try to make small life changes, small steps
toward what you want your life to be like. Celebrate the small
stuff and watch the rest fall into place.

| made myself a promise to make a few changes when |
retired from the military, one of which was | was going to
learn how to ride a motorcycle! It took me 3 tries, but | did

it! I'aced the written part on the first try, but the skill testing
was my hurdle. The testing was always scheduled after 2.5
days of practicing, | was tired and nervous, along with being
anxious, and ready to pass so | could get on the road and ride
already! Due to my height, the skills testing was a challenge
for me, but | didn’t give up and as | said, | successfully

passed and fulfilled my promise to myself. | traded my 2016
Harley-Davidson Deluxe, which | loved so much, for a 2018
Harley-Davidson Freewheeler. It is my therapy, | found out
riding helps me so much when | feel overwhelmed, and the
camaraderie that we veterans miss so much after leaving the
military is there for us as motorcyclists. Plus, more and more
women are riding, which is awesome, and these days men are
more accepting of us which is wonderful. | have blazed many
miles on my motorcycle already and have many more to go.
My second change was to try and not let the VA control my
health problems. | wanted to try to find alternative ways to
ease health issues other than drugs. Don’t get me wrong, we
need these medications for many reasons, but | encourage
you to research alternative ways to help get through tougher
times. You may find another way that helps you ease the pain,
anxiety, depression, PTSD, migraines, SAD syndrome, and
many other ailments that we might suffer through each day.
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As you are reading this you may be wondering “what does
this person know about all this” well, | am a retired military
veteran and | do know what you are going through. My
mission is now to try to help as many military and veterans
as | can by pointing them in the right direction to get the
information or connections they might need to get help.
There are so many resources for us veterans but unless we
ask for help, no one knows we need it. So please, don’t be
afraid or too proud and just reach out to someone. | have
shared information on how to get help in numerous articles
in the past and will continue to do so in the upcoming
months. If there is a subject that you would like more
information on, don’t hesitate to let me know. | am here
for you!

With winter in the air, you now
- have a few months of down time
to upgrade, or work on your
motorcycles. If you have ever
contemplated riding, | would
recommend you take a course
and see if it’s for you, you may
it =2 | surprise yourself. Till next month
SHARON K. HARVEY  keep your spirits up and check on
(RET) TSGT, USAMUSAF  your buddies, they might need
‘RED” it. Let's take care of each other.

Sponsored by:
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FLINT MOTORGYGLE GLUBS 631
ANNUAL INDOOR MOTORCYGLE ICE RAGE

December 2", 2023 - Benefitting Big Brothers Big Sisters of Flint and Genesee County

the Dort Financial Center in Flint is one of the best racing

experiences of the year. The Flint Motorcycle Club continues
to bring in some of the best ice racers from all over the country
to put on a show and raise money for the Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Flint and Genesee County. The event is such an exclusive and
respected race that a waiting list exist for riders hoping to fill the
spots. Youth classes are spread throughout the night and provide
some great racing for all the family to enjoy. Along with food
venders and t-shirts being sold there was something for everyone.

B right lights, loud bikes, and full contact racing on the ice at

Doors opened for riders early in the afternoon as riders and teams
set up in the pits. Several AFT pro riders were in attendance, set
up feet away from the youth riders offering one of the coolest pits
in all of racing. Several youth riders wandered through the bikes,
talking with pros, and feeling like the rock stars they get to be for
the night. Before practice the riders meet in the locker rooms for
the riders meeting where the procedures for the night were laid
out. Youth riders hit the ice first, sitting in the middle of the ice
while the bikes ripped around them. The district smell of race fuel is
almost instant as the smoke rises to the ceiling. The sound of bikes
sends an excited shiver down the back while watching the riders
tear through the arena, sending bits of ice shooting through the air.
As a group completes their laps, they would pull into the center of
the rink with the other riders and, the next group would pull onto
the track. After the youth riders finished the pro bikes went out for
their turn.

Each year the riders are walked out and introduced to the crowd.
It is one of the most exciting perks of being a racer at this event.
The youth riders will walk out waving and smiling to the applause
of the crowd, getting the same reactions that the pros get when
they hit the ice. It is the little things like this that make the youth
riders want to continue and get others to want to join. Once all the
riders have been introduced and are standing on the ice with their
bikes the national anthem is played. The riders head back to the pits
while the first racers make their way to the line to begin the night
of racing.

The ice track is quite small, with four tires being placed near the
faceoff circle in each corner of the rink. For the heat races the riders
launch from the center of the ice 4 wide, handlebar to handlebar.
When the gate launches up all 4 riders try to get to the tire in
turn one first. The inside line is usually sought, but sometimes the
outside riders can lean on the inside guy'’s tire causing it to wash.
As the bikes make their way out of the first turn, if they are still
side by side for the lead, it’s almost guaranteed the outside rider
is going into the boards. Once the bikes settle in and start running
single file, you begin to see the riders start trying different tactics
for passing. The most common way to pass indoors is to move
the rider in front of you out of the way. The racing this year was
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no exception. Even the little
riders had some bumping and
banging.

After all the heat races
it’s time to begin the mains.

class riders compete in a round
robin style of heat races. Each
heat the racers earn points.

At the end of the night the 8
riders with the most points
are in the A Main. Everyone
else goes to the B. The B Main
is the first main of the night.
The winner of the B main gets
the final spot in the last row in
the A Main. The B Main saw last year’s A Main winner Jason Bloss,
Aaron Fortenberry, Quiton Aldermen, Kenny Dahlin, Chris Brode,
Blake Svensson, Mitch Harvat, Brent Dawe, and Levi Montgomery
fight it out for the last spot in the A Main. Levi Montgomery came
away the victor of the B Main, and after a hard-fought battle
secured his spot for the final. The rest of the lineup for the main
included the Dash for Cash winner Nick Myers, the number 1 bike
of Logan McGrane, AFT Pros Jordan Jean and Wyatt Vaughn, D14
Champion CJ Clutter, D14 Champion Dylan Shaw, Kirk Cheney, and
Christian Renfro. After Nick won the Dash for Cash, he donated
the money right back to the Big Brothers Big Sister in an act of
pure selflessness.

But, before the pro class could begin their race, it was the
youth riders turn to put on a show. The PW class put on a great
performance. Cain Horton and Owen Smith battled it out passing
each other multiple times while weaving in and out of lap traffic.
Cain was able to pull out the victory by less than half a front
tire. Uriah Wright, Alex Sordyl, Mason Helvie, and Everett Inches
rounded out the field. The 50 chain class saw Avery Bailey, the
“Mail lady” Mckenzie Jacques, and Markie Koss race. The 50cc
4 stroke was won for the 3 year in a row by the 1N Odin Music.
Oakley Inches tried to keep pace but had to settle for 2". Easton
Klimek, Xzavier Klimek, Ayden Kramer, and Rikki Kross filled out
the rest of the field. There were 2 riders who were not listed in
the program. One of them, the number 18 bike, was wearing the
Return to the Caro Y2 Mile youth hoodie while ripping around.

The 65 class saw Grady Piche pull out the win. The 7-year-old
was the youngest rider in the class by 2 years. Gage Fryers, Tripp
Bailey, Hunter Christian, Ailey Freeman, and Ash Pollard were the
rest of the field. The future pros were up next in the 85cc class.
These riders are only a few years away from banging bars with the
grown men. “The Outlaw” Charlie Jacques showed the rest the
fast way around as he put on a great show winning the class. The
only person more excited than Charlie was his dad, Jason. Skylar
Goerbig had a great night too, finishing in 3™ after a smooth ride
in the main. Kason Lisee, Hayden Eddy, Jacob Jevics, Seth Bradley,
Ava Freeman, and Wyland Holland all battled the night away in
the 85cc class.

The 250cc class was up next and these riders put on a good
race. After a few restarts, the riders were able to find their grove.
Michael Nord had a rough night. One of the class favorites battled
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hard but was involved in a few
run ins that left him on the ice
at one point. The Nord Ride
Motorsports rider still gave it his
all and finished strong. Devin

. Smith also looked good on the
Gas Hole Racing 09 bike supplied
by Jeff Blakey. Lawrence Schaidt,
Jayce Jones, Kholton Massey,
Robby Mitchell, and Cole Bradley
all competed in the race. The
rubber tire class was the last race
before the pro class. The rubber
tire class is one of the most fun
classes to race and watch. All
other bikes racing have studded
tires for traction. This class requires all bikes to run with non-
studded tires. One of the best rubber class racers in the country,
Dillon Cook, won the race. Racers Kyle O’boyle, Jesse Gonzales,
Kam Miller, Joe Barns, Al Hendley, Patrick Sparks and Robby Knapp
all finished behind.

After each race the top 3 riders would make one extra lap back
to the scorer’s table. Here the riders were greeted by a trophy
girl and the announcer. The riders were able to thank those who
helped them get there, get their award, and have a picture taken.
The best part was to hear the kids thank their moms and dads
and talk about how they did. The trophy presentation is always a
highlight. And the pro class riders feel the same.

The tension in the air could be felt as the final class made its
way to the line. The riders were on edge as the race was restarted
3 times. On the final restart, the number 1 bike of Logan McGrane
lead the field out of turn two. Jordan Jean ran 2" with Wyatt
Vaughn running 3. Nick Myers had been the fastest rider all night
but a crash that led to restart saw him having to work his way
through the field. Which he did. Each lap Nick moved up closer
and closer to the lead. CJ Clutter made a move on Wyatt and got
to 3" where he would sit comfortably for a few laps. Nick worked
his way up to 4. Coming to the white flag, Jordan made his move
for the lead with a dive bomb into turn one. Jean and McGrane
got together and as they slid up into the boards, CJ Clutter took
advantage of the situation and passed both. As McGrane and Jean
separated Myers tried to slip past too. As he made his move, he
clipped the front tire of McGrane causing him to lose his front end
and hit the ice. Myers was then caused to slide into the corner
too hard leaving him facing the wrong direction. Jordan Jean
recovered from the mayhem and as CJ Clutter crossed the line
for the win Jordan Jean and Wyatt Vaughn followed. The chaotic
finish is exactly what the fans of the sport had come to see.

The 63 Annual Flint Motorcycle Club Indoor Ice Race was a
huge success. There were lots of smiles and laughter throughout
the arena. The event is held every year on the first Saturday in
December. Thank you to the Flint Motorcycle Club for hosting the
event, and all the riders, parents, and spectators for showing up
and putting on a great show. It is always a good time. See you
again next year.

Charles Gray llI
Holeshot Promotions, LLC
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READERS RIDES P MR SR
DETROIT HUSTLER | -

Jim S. - Fenton, MI

Trade Center in Mt. Clemens for a motorcycle swap meet. |

really didn’t need any parts at the time, but my pockets were
full of “Just in case” money, nonetheless. However, | truly had a
different motive for going there that day, after reading about the
new raffle bike being offered by Dale Walksler at Wheels Through
Time Museum, a 1936 Harley-Davidson EL Knucklehead was the
subject of the online article. It was beautiful and | recognized it
from the front cover of a recent magazine at the time called The
Horse. The Wheels Through Time website gave all the details of
the bike and made sure to mention the builder, \Wendell Turner
of Turner’s Cycle Shop in South Lyon, Michigan. What?! No way!
The builder of this awesome raffle bike is a Michigan guy?! Better
yet, he’s local! | knew | had to track him down to get him on the
air with us on a Monday night from 8-10PM EDT on www.crbradio.
com for another outstanding episode of Bikes Babes & Booze with
Jim & Scott (see how | put that shameless self-promoting plug
in, LOL). As | found where the builder had set up for the day, alas
there was nobody there. | asked around as | walked the aisles
looking for a really tall, long haired tattooed guy, as he had been
described by those that | inquired with. Thankfully the height part
of the equation set him apart enough to be rather easily tracked
and | soon found him and extended the invitation to which he

| twas a warm spring morning as | got ready to head to Gibraltar

continued...
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accepted, the rest, as
they say, is history.
Wendell and |
became fast friends
and I'm fortunate
enough to regard
him as one of my very
best friends now, a
brother for sure. As
time passed, | got to
know him better as
both a builder and
the man. He loves the
Shovelhead and prior eras from Harley-Davidson, which were the
mainstay of his builds over the years. One day he calls me and says
he’s building a new one and it's going to be a hot rod. OK, you
got my attention. | got some pictures during the build but not
like usual, | think he was waiting for the finished look for this one
before he gave away too many details. It began with a titled 1974
FL frame. He dubbed it the Detroit Hustler, butternut yellow, from
General Motors glory days during the muscle car era was to be the
base color, with Super Sport rally stripes painted in black on the
tanks. The rear fender sports the same stripes and a pair of 1957 fuel
injection flags that are most recognized from the Corvette. The front
wheel is skinny and spoked, reminding us of a drag cars front bicycle
tires with a solid wheel out back reminiscent of those Center Line

i T e (T 1 B T N wheels of yesteryear. The yellow headlight lens compliments the color
L _ w“.' e 7 . _ 3 7 of the bike as everything behind it gleams of chrome and polished
L ey ; A i aluminum, starting with the springer front end. Popping out of the

frame is the S&S 113 power plant with its FSD exhaust looking like
funny car headers spewing hot gases on the right side. The left side
features an open primary which proudly displays Turner’s Cycle Shop
on the belt drive. Behind that massive engine is a ratchet top 4-speed
doing all it can to not keep the front wheel on the ground! Atop the
tank are two aircraft style covered toggle switches to handle power
along with a single AutoMeter oil pressure gauge which is the riders
only instrumentation. A solo seat with airbags is not nearly enough to
hold you in place once the throttle is twisted. It's pure madness and
utter bliss at the same time.

| purchased the bike last year after Wendell had called and asked
if  knew anyone that may be interested in it. After inquiring about
his asking price, | replied that I'd need to win the lottery first but
once he knew | had serious interest we worked out a deal from
there. The bike had been sitting for a few years and had been
transported to Michigan about a year prior to the sale. Both fuel
tanks had filled with rust as well as the fuel lines, petcock and
carburetor. | rebuilt the Super E carb, replaced the Pingel petcock
(which had frozen in the off position), fuel lines and battery.
Getting the rust out of the tanks was about a 3-week ordeal but Sponsored by:
they finally cleaned up! Fresh fluids, some minor wiring issues, and
a tune up led to it roaring back to life!! This thing always makes
me look like I've got a coat hanger stuck in my mouth when I'm
done riding it, it’s all smiles. | can tell you this, he did not make a
dime off the sale of this machine to me, and | am eternally grateful HARLEY-DAVIDSON
not only for the bike but even more importantly his friendship and o J\';'T[I_EE) o
brotherhood. | fell in love with the Detroit Hustler the moment | S

saw the completed project. Wendell and | were together for some
of the first photo shoots and shows for the bike in Daytona where
Turner’s Cycle Shop now has its home. | am finally the proud owner
of a bike built by one of the best in the business!! Cheers to you

MASTER TECHS - PARTS COUNTER - SALES
810-234-6646 2400 AUSTINS PKWY, FLINT M 483071

RIGHT OFF 75

Wendell Turner!!! e ——

Jim Schulz

s
www.crbradio.com
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HEADLIGHTS. TURN SIGNALS, GROUND EFFECTS FOR MOTORCYCLES, GOLF CARTS. BOATS. AUTO & MORE
BILL PRIMEAU - VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED

989-286-1439 TWISTEDILLUSIONSLIGHTING@GMAIL.COM

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

INSURANCE AGENCY StateFarm

STORAGE
INSURANCE
Auto, Homeowners

Condo, Renters,

Motorcycle, Life,
Health Supplement

: 3C il - :
OLE w il L]

o FULL VERAGE . AR 089-8 56
Wolverine Mutual ULL CO Gm SUR G 8o o
Insurance Company ~ STARTING AT $425.—

Exceptionol cloims service since 9l ON MOST HARLEY'S.
Thunder Roock . 500 COMP-500 COLLISION R e ST WL
8 MONTHS BIDING -4 MONTHS

magazng s cvoonie [COMP ONLY STORAGE) / S
NGO TICKETS/CLAIMS LAST 3 YEARS ~ c T

RATES MAY VARY BY TERRITORY Fiklingg

in o office Touring Rikes

(269) 781-2247 » 1020 E. Michigan Ave. « Marshall, Ml 49068

greg@gregalleninsurance.com » www.gregalleninsurance.com
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THEMOTORCYGLE LAWYER ON THE LAW

SNEAKY DEFENSE ATTORNEYS

of money and resources to combat and defend lawsuits
brought by injured motorcyclists and their families. Over
the past 30 years in handling over 1000 cases, | think I've seen it all.
Here are a few of their defenses, techniques, and tricks they have
used over the years.
Some of this information is helpful in that there are some things
you can prevent, refrain from doing or plan for.

D efense attorneys and insurance companies have a lot

Delay, Delay and Delay Some More: The longer a claim or
lawsuit takes, the better it is for the insurance company, and they
understand this. Usually, the more time that goes by the better the
injured party gets. Defense attorneys and insurance companies
are better off when, at the time of evaluating a case and paying a
settlement, they can say the injured party is, “all better and back
to all activities.” They argue that this means less compensation
that they should have to pay.

Because of this notion, some of the things they do to delay
include, asking for an extension to answer the lawsuit, ask for as
much time the judge will give for Discovery (this is the amount of
time we have to do depositions, exchange documents etc.). They
try to add a party to the lawsuit at the last minute so that the
discovery clock has to start running again. They promise to resolve
the case at facilitation which takes an additional month or two.

Blame the Plaintiff/Injured Victim: Michigan has the 50%
rule for its personal injury litigation cases. If the plaintiff is more
than 50% at-fault for negligently causing the crash, the plaintiff
is not entitled to any noneconomic/pain-and-suffering damages.
Further, any percentage of responsibility associated with the
plaintiff is deducted from the amount of damages owed by the
defendants. For example, if the plaintiff was 30% responsible, the
defendant driver was 70% responsible and the amount of damages
was $100,000, they would only have to pay $70,000 to the plaintiff.

No Motorcycle Endorsement: Again, trying to make
the motorcyclist at-fault, if the defense can argue that the
motorcyclist’s license status is lacking or illegal, they will exploit
this to suggest it is related to the biker’s ability to ride and thus
the biker’s fault. I've had plenty of cases where the motorcyclist
did not have a motorcycle endorsement. I've had cases where
the motorcyclist had a TIP (Temporary Instruction Permit) where
they’re supposed to be riding with other licensed motorcyclists and
were not.

I’ve had cases where the motorcyclist license has been
suspended or revoked. I've developed techniques over the years to
combat this, however insurance companies and their counsel will
attempt to exploit it at every turn. One way to protect yourself is,
if you do not have a full-blown motorcycle endorsement and you
ride, you should get one immediately.

Motorcyclist is Not Following the Rules: A lot of defense
attorneys | litigate against really do not have the specialized
knowledge of motorcycle operation, safety and maintenance
and don’t do such a great job. A select few who were worthy
opponents researched and studied motorcycle manufacturers’
manual and the state’s motorcycle manual used for the motorcycle
endorsement testing.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Unknowledgeable Motorcyclist: A good defense attorney
will ask my client questions from these materials and if my client
did not know or answered incorrectly, they would attempt to use
this to show our client was not a knowledgeable or experienced
motorcyclist.

The worst time this happened involved asking my client what the
proper tire pressure was for his motorcycle that he had had for five
years. The tire pressure turned out to be very relevant in the case
because of the way the crash occurred. The client’s answer was 10
PSI lower than what the proper inflation should have been, and this
became a sticking point for the remainder of the litigation.

| often have my clients review the Michigan manual called, What
Every Motorcyclist Should Know, in preparation for their deposition
testimony.

These are just a few of the sneaky techniques defense attorneys
and insurance adjusters will use against an injured motorcyclist. |
hope you found it informative, and you will take action on anything
you can make better.

o O e e o o T O i e R R i e e R
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E?? BIker-Law

TheMotorcycleLawyer.com

Raprosenting injured bikers. [
Mo Win, Mo Fes i

Call 24-hour hotling

‘ THE Motarcycle Lawyer™
i Jason Waechter

Have you received card above at events or from
dealerships? With it, you are my Rider VIP. You know
our specialty is representing injured motorcyclists and
their families after a wreck. Call our 24 hour injury
hotline 877-Biker-Law for a free case evaluation,
legal representation, and free legal advice. We work
no-win, no-fee.

Attorney Jason Waechter is nationally
known as THE Motorcycle Lawyersm.
His Michigan law firm specializes in
handling motorcycle accident cases.

{ He has secured multiple million-dollar
settlements, verdicts, and awards for
his clients over the past 26 years. Call
attorney Waechter for free advice or
free case evaluation at:

| 1-877-Biker-Law or visit
MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com

THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE JANUARY 2024 13



MECHANICAL REVERSE GEARS INDEPENDENT SUSPENSIONS

CHARLIE CHAPLAIN'S CORNER:

RIDING INTO RENEWAL

reetings, fellow riders!
As the twilight of another year arrives and the

brisk January wind tugs at our riding jackets,
it's a time for introspection and anticipation. Whether
you'’re astride a Harley-Davidson or any other street
bike, you understand the beauty of a journey, the
thrill of momentum, and the essence of balance. From
the Chaplain’s Corner today, | delve into the Christian
perspective on the New Year and its synergy with the
American celebration of this occasion.

In the United States, the advent of a New Year is
marked by joyous celebrations, goal setting, and a
forward-looking spirit. Fireworks light up the sky as we
turn over a fresh page, setting intentions for the days to
come. Beyond the festivities, the tradition has its roots
deep in the concepts of rebirth and rejuvenation.

For Christians, each New Year is more than a mere
change of dates. It symbolizes God’s abiding love and the
promise of redemption and transformation. As conveyed
in 1 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold,
the new has come.” Just like the scriptures underscore
the idea of transformation, the New Year represents an
untouched canvas, brimming with potential.

Drawing a parallel with our motorcycling journeys,
we often embark with a set destination. Yet, it's the
unplanned routes, unforeseen halts, and the fellow
travelers that enrich the voyage. Similarly, life may
present us with uncertain terrains, but with unwavering
faith, we can be confident that every bend and curve
holds meaning.

Consider the power and freedom associated with
riding, the open roads, and the camaraderie of the biking
fraternity. We ride not just for the thrill, but because it
resonates with our soul, offering a distinctive view of life’s
vast expanse. In our spiritual journey, we move closer to
the Divine, seeking purpose and forging connections with
a community of believers.

WE SFFER A FULL
~ 0 LINE OF OEM AND
AFTERMARKET
PARTS + ACCESSORIES
I MATORCYCLE
PERFORMANCE VPLRADES,
+ MUCH MAgE!

PDWEHSPDRTS

14 JANUARY 2024 THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE

As we gear up for a new riding season, ensuring our
bikes are primed for the road ahead, the New Year
beckons us to introspect, reaffirm our bond with God,
and embrace the teachings of Christ. It’s an opportune
moment to shed past burdens and ride forward with
renewed vigor and clarity.

The American New Year, filled with festivities, also
embodies a deep sense of gratitude — for life’s blessings,
opportunities, and the warmth of kinship.

This sentiment dovetails seamlessly with the Christian
ethos of expressing gratitude in every situation, as
emphasized in 1 Thessalonians 5:18.

Dear riders, as we navigate the junctures of this year,
let’s cherish the promise of new beginnings. Whether
embarking on a new journey, plotting an extended
expedition, or simply enjoying a short spin, face each day
with faith, grace, and gratitude.

As you rev up for the adventures that await, let the
rumble of your bike be a tribute to God’s ceaseless love,
His promise of renewal, and the endless horizons that
beckon. With the vast expanse of the road welcoming us
and faith guiding our path, let’s embrace the New Year
with reinvigorated passion and purpose.

Until our next journey in Chaplain’s C
and may God'’s blessings guide you o
choose.

| Legion Riders #4 4
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STRETCHED
BAG KITS
TIRE CHANGES

CUSTOM PAINT
OIL CHANGES
AIR RIDE

810-338-6636

CARO, MI
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK FOR MORE INFO ON
EVENTS, SERVICES, AND THE LATEST
PROJECTS AND NEWS!
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BY ERIN FAY

hat does loving motorcycle racing actually
mean? To me, it means support! Cheering on
your team, your family, your friends whenever

and however possible! It means getting together and giving
it your all. Not only put on one hell of an adrenaline-fueled
show, but a bar bumping, ice/dirt/mud flying good time
with your buddies who have become as close as family! To
love riding means to love the whole process it takes to be
there and to live your life in such a way that you plan and
look forward to the track! Or the road, or whatever path
you choose to be on. All tracks no matter if it's in district,
out of district, an outlaw series or even just a backyard get
together....it doesn’t matter. It’s all about the seat time
with your team, your friends, and your moto family. That is
truly loving racing!! For the last few years Madcap Imaging
has been an avid supporter of all off-road adventures and |
am proud of it! 2 wheels, 4 wheels, dirt, bikes, quads, side-
by-side, flat track, hill climb, hair scrambles, trails, even
bump-n-runs and mud bogs!!! If there’s competition and
the potential for some dirt flying fun, I’'m down. Just having
the freedom to be around what | love has taken me to so
many places | never dreamed I'd be. It's given me a way

to support my own kids as they grow up in one of the best
atmospheres | can imagine. It gives me a front row seat to
see all the good things the people of our community are
doing for each other!

This month’s highlight is The Flint Motorcycle Clubs Indoor
Ice Race to benefit Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Flint and
Genesee County. It was held on December 2, 2023, and let

me tell you, | don’t think WOW is a big enough word!!! Not
: F E B\ 7 ‘ T

=
63rd Annual=
INDOOR MOTORCYCLE ICE RACE
T
gy g B mg 1w

.4 -

Saturday, Dec. 2nd, 2023

Dart Financlal Conter
Doors open at 6:00 | Race starts at 7:00
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ity
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only was it a show of some loud, fast, ice-flying fun, but
a show of community support that we all look forward to
every year. As always, this race is known to be the kickoff
to the ice racing season for many of us and I’'m proud to

be involved and to support them each year. | want to give
a huge shout out to the Flint Motorcycle Club for all the
hard work, months of planning, and inviting riders of all
ages and skill levels to put on one of the best AMA shows of
the season. It takes a lot of support from the community
too. Shout out to Scooters Bar and Grill for hosting the pre-
party Auction, Owosso Motorsports Park for helping with
paperwork, flagging, and officiating. And, and of course
Dan Miller for being the voice! Witnessing everyone donate
their time and resources from so many different angles to
help the kids in our area is amazing. It means so much and
the kindness it brings comes to them when they need it the
most! Mad Respect to everyone involved for one hell of a
show!!

While | was getting ready to sit down to write about our
community reaching out during the holidays, | happened
to come across another group of bikers that is also worth
mentioning. | have never had an interaction with peddle
bike clubs, but | was overly pleased to have them run into
me! (almost literally) AlImost 100 Santas, a few elves, a
Frosty the Snowman, and one Grinch gathered at the Tilted
Axis Brewing Company in Lapeer, Michigan with presents.
They hopped on their peddle bikes and rode through town
to deliver a massive load of gifts to Ray C’s Harley-Davidson
of Lapeer. Where Ray, his family, employees, and even
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some of our

state and local

representatives

were excited to

receive them.

This community

driven program

was put

together to

support the

Holiday Depot of

Lapeer County

and together gathered truckloads of toys
and donations for those less fortunate. |
was completely honored to be in the right
place at the right time to witness such a
heartwarming act of love. Afterall, it is the
season for giving! I'm so excited for the next
adventure to come find me!! | need to say a
huge thanks to Thunder Roads Michigan for
supporting my off-road passion! It is taking
me to places | never dreamed I'd be!!! And
what better way to share it.

Story by Erin Fay/Madcap Imaging
Contributor/Photographer to
Thunder Roads® Magazine of Michigan
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CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

WE OFFER...

- 3 HOLE OIL CHANGES

- TUNE UPS / MAINTENANCE

- TIRE MOUNTING AND CHANGES

- ANNUAL SERVICE / MAINTENANCE

- CLUTCH SERVICE

- BATTERY REPLACEMENT / SERVICE

- ACCESSORY INSTALLATION

- HANDLEBAR INSTALLATION

- LOWERING KIT INSTALLATIONS

- DIGITAL DIAGNOSTIC CHECK _ gHD MORE!

fiM 989-466-1187
JASON 810-730-0542
MENTION THIS ADD WHEN SCHEDULING
FOR'A'GIET ON'US!

THURSDAY
BIKE NIGHTS

£PM - 1PM

FOOD + DRINK SPECIALS
OUTDOOR SEATING

LIVE MUSIC

TEXT "WILLY" TO
Per-220-278)
FOR VIP SPECIALS

VETERAN SWNED AND SPERATED!
(989)266-3)% ;
161 W. MIDLAND RD | AVBVRN, MT 4611
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“SUCKLEY
ROADSIDE

BAR
EST. 2020

ROADSIDE '

B AB FOOD-SPIRITS
FRIENDSHIPS
116 W Wexford Ave. Buckley, M1 (231) 269-4170

MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT
& OUTSIDE BAR EVENTS!

BIKE NIGH
THURSDAYS!

“NOT JUST A STOP, BUT A DESTINATION"
v

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOON FOR OUR
DAILY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS!
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The First Motorcycle ice Race National Championships (1981)

rganized Motorcycle Ice Racing has been around since
at least the 1930’s. Various clubs and race organizers
across the country have hosted ice races, race series, and
championships. Bragging rights for different clubs and
series were prevalent and people were often comparing champions
of one series or club to champions of another series or club. The age-
old question of who was in fact the best racer in their perspective
ice racing class or race division was open for debate. Several people
wanted to get an overall racing championship started and one of
the best ways to do this was to organize an American Motorcyclist
Association (AMA) Amateur National Championship. Several people
from Michigan (AMA D-14) had often discussed getting such a
race event started, but many of the people that | have spoken to
suggested that Jack Mayer Sr, of Michigan really pushed for this event.
The Port Huron Motorcycle Club would ultimately be given the
go ahead from both the American Motorcyclist Association (AMA)
and the AMA D-14 organizations to organize and host the first Ice
Racing National Championship event. The first Ice Racing National
Championship would be scheduled as a two-day event that would run
on Saturday February 14th and Sunday February 15th, 1981. The event
was hosted and promoted by the Port Huron Motorcycle Club and
the event was held in Port Huron Township just off Range Road and
[-94 Expressway. The track was a %2 mile oval ice track that was well
prepped and ready to host the best ice racers in the country. Riders
came from all over the country to race in studded solo, non-studded
solo, studded side car, and non-studded sidecar classes. The race was
officiated by the club referee Bob Garbutt who was well respected by
many racers and clubs from around Michigan.
The Port Huron Motorcycle Club had a beautiful 24-page program
that could be purchased for just $2.00 per program. The program had
several dozen businesses advertised, a class line up of 16 classes that

Thep corvie of Ehe 24 page race program for ihe
first loe Rocing Matsonad Champsonahips. 1981 Htwltu

AMA

ICE RACE

Fehiiars 04 & 18, 9]

<
bll'\l r_J\I.

HE ¥
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S500ce Non-Studded Sidecar Champions and
Runners Lip
15t place: John Mercurio/Scotl Mercurio
2nd place: Jerry Mercurio/Dave Mercurio
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included the names of pre-entered riders, a club history, an ice racing
history, a description of non-studded ice tires and tractionizing, ice
racing pictures, a letter from the mayor of Port Huron, and more.

I have a copy of this program and it’s probably the nicest event
program that | have ever seen in my 40 plus years of racing. When
was the last time that you saw a race program, much less a 24-page
program?

The Ice Racing National Championships went very well and would
launch the Ice Racing World into a new era as we could now have
National Champions named for each class. Riders would be able to
come from all over the U.S.A. to compete against each other to settle
who was the best rider for that given year. As most people would
suspect, most of the riders come from the Northern States. Although
we call it a National Championship, they have allowed riders to come
from other countries and compete as well.

Non-studded ice racing is believed by many to have originated
in Port Huron, Michigan and it seems fitting that the first National
Championship was hosted in Port Huron. During an intermission
at the first Ice Nationals, Port Huron's own Max Cook Jr. would put
on quite a show with his wheelie display on his motorcycle. After
the Championships were over, the club even sent thank you letters
to all the participants. With a lot of planning and hard work, the
Port Huron Motorcycle Club was able to promote a great event and
set a precedent for future promoters of the Ice Racing National
Championships. Since then, Ice Race National Championships are
held every year (that weather allows) in different areas, such as all-
over northern Michigan as well as Wisconsin, Illinois, New York, and
Colorado.

Story By: Member Stan Prapotnik
Port Huron Motorcycle Club

The first LL.5.A, National lce Racing
Championships were held back in 1981, From
the beginning, the open sidecar class was
considered by most to be the premier
non-studded sidecar class. Your first LS
Champs were Dan Kota and Bob Bailey on a
Harley-Davidson. Both were and still are Port
Huron Motorcycle Club Members.
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DON'T END UP IN A CADILLAC OR A LINCOLN...
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THE ONLY LAST RIDE.

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round.

(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273

Professionally
Installed

* 2 or 4 Handlebar Speakers

* Oversized 150z Magnet
for Improved Low End Response
Water Resistant
Speaker Housings

* Black or Chrome Versions Available

®

@ Pocidordfosqate.

(989) 773-4705
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Toyz for Kidz
P B

American Legion Riders

WILD oud THREE

Sanford American Legion Riders
Toyz for Kids & 1st Annual
Hallmark Holiday Ball

I recently had the privilege of interviewing Shane Talbot from
the Sanford American Legion Riders located in Sanford, MI. Shane
gave me some background information about the American
Legion as well as its recent—and very successful! —11th Annual
Toyz for Kidz event.

I learned that the American Legion is an organization that
supports veterans, active-duty military personnel, their
dependents, and the community. To become a member of
the Legion, one must be active-duty military or an honorably
discharged veteran. Spouses and children/grandchildren of
veterans are also eligible for membership.

The Toyz for Kidz event began over a decade ago. They
collected enough toys in their inaugural year for ~20 kids, all
from Meridian School District. Due to a lot of hard work and
effort by some amazing folks with huge hearts, the program has
grown each year.

In 2023, the Toyz for Kidz program supplied toys and gift
cards to over 300 kids, covering the Meridian, Coleman, Bullock
Creek, and Midland Public School districts. The program was
also able to give toys to Sanford’s Santa House, the North and

West Midland Family Centers and the Coleman Family Center. Twenty-three
collection locations were set up throughout the county for three months, and
the community support for this program was nothing short of phenomenal.

Shane explained that the Sanford American Legion raises funds throughout
the year for the many events it sponsors. The Legion hosts Easter egg hunts,
burger nights every Tuesday night, brunch on the second Sunday of each
month, Bingo every Thursday night, Trunk or Treat, and a Halloween party.

Each spring, the Legion Riders smoke and sell 100 briskets to raise money. At
different times throughout the year, they also smoke ribs for sale. Turkeys are
sold at Thanksgiving. The funds generated by these events are used to support
the Legion Rider events.

Throughout the summer, the Legion Riders also host the Beutel Memorial
Run in June, the Blue Star Mother Run in July, and the Teddy Bear Run in
August. The Sanford Legion hosts a 98.5 WUPS Bike Night, which is open to the
public.

In July 2023, the Legion Riders sponsored an inflatable costume obstacle
course at Porte Park to support the Legion’s Teddy Bear Run the following
month.

This year, the Sanford American Legion teamed up with Sanford Shines
and Sanford Strong to combine fundraising efforts, resulting in the First
Annual Sanford Hallmark Holiday Christmas Ball. The event featured a DJ, a
photo booth, meatballs, chicken wings, a mashed potato bar, and numerous
desserts. Attendees entered on a red carpet, wearing formal wear, ugly
holiday sweaters, or regular clothing. Once inside, silent auction and live
auction items were available for bidding. A 50/50 drawing was held, with
proceeds split between Toyz for Kids and the village of Sanford.

Shane was proud to say that event proceeds exceeded expectations and
meetings will begin soon to plan next year’s event. Donation boxes will be
placed throughout the community for the Teddy Bear run starting in June
2024, and Toyz for Kidz boxes will be placed in September 2024.

Follow the Sanford Legion Riders on Facebook to get updates: search alr443
or email salr443@yahoo.com for any questions.

PHOTOS BY — TEREASA NIMS / MIDLAND DAILY NEWS PHOTOS BY — TEREASA NIMS / MIDLAND DAILY NEWS
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and the beginning of ideas on

how to help those in need and
the organizations that continuously
help others. However, before we get into
that I'd like to share a recent visit we made
to the Penrickton Center for Blind Children
in Taylor, M.

In December | was asked by one of my
“Mason Brothers” if it was possible to have [
Santa Claus at the Penrickton Center for
Blind Children and of course, we agreed.
Not knowing what to expect, we were
completely overwhelmed by what we saw.
After a tour of the building and seeing firsthand what the facility
offers and what the staff does for the children, | was all in. This
summer when they do the Penrickton “Ride for a Reason”, please
! mark it down on your calendar and support this amazing facility
i : S v - j -CNC Plasm; which not only helps the special children but supports the parents

Deta'l& Com'ng L S B = pebempipet PP who need all the love and financial help they can get.
i . — 3 MMUDIIERNETUTITE: We also had out annual Christmas party at the American
gn ok . nepair Legion Post 268 in Milan, and we had the pleasure of hosting the
Mackinaw City § - St 3 o ' recipients our foundation chose to provide financial assistance

P T to this year. It was a great evening for all, and the organizations
\a\r’ “’ \r\*’ .ma kln awci t}’ -Qﬂﬂl

chosen were very grateful and appreciative for the help we were

J anuary. The start of a new year

Annual
% N "(‘)”"t‘(')‘rcyclé‘*‘Ra“y

. Mackmaw

‘\l- b ]

-J-"

able to provide. | truly believe that if organizations like ours and
b IOLLE L p =) continue to strive to do more, it will make a difference in the
B AY s H n R E HA H E G HI L L ; ). world we live in. Without the extra help, it would be much harder
E ‘F 'F F Nl it : for families and veterans to get the support they need. | hope and
‘7 1 3 4 i? will take the time to find an organization that touches their heart
and join them in making a positive change in someone’s life who
FREE POOL = FREE DARTS : ¢ : - T 1 F Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all and to all a great
Open 7 Days A Week « Take Out Available « Full Menu newyear
President | Hot Rods Motorcycle Awareness
and Suicide Prevention Foundation

so many other outstanding charities, biker clubs, and non-profits

pray that everyone who reads Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine
HEATED PATIO- BOAT /| SNOWMOBILE DOCK truly need it.

HET ROD BEATON

00

MOTORCYCLES ARE EVERYWHERE

9432 BAY CITY FORESTVILLE RD
FAIRGROVE, Ml 48733

T (o g 3 SEE IR
- STANDISE, MI 68658
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BY MERRY GARRETT

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and got to take a break with
I your families. We've got a lot of important things happening this year
with ABATE OF MICHIGAN and as riders. | want to give a huge THANK
YOU to Thunder Roads Michigan for allowing me to share what | can
throughout the upcoming months.

Last month | shared the Q&A session | had with Vince Consiglio, the
President of Abate and here is the second half of that conversation where
we can all get to know him a little better.

Vince shared a little about his family and that he has three boys, Alan,
Thomas, and Paul. All three have their motorcycle endorsement,
completed the motorcycle safety program, and have also worked in the
program themselves. Alan rides a dresser and is in a club. Thomas wrote
the “book” and rode for a while but gave it up. Paulis an active rider,
having both dirt and street bikes. All are able and willing to work on
their own rides if needed. Vince mentioned that he currently has one
grandchild Isaac, who is in the fifth grade and enjoys riding ATV’s and
dirt bikes.

Some time ago, at a helmet-law hearing in the mid 70’s, some ABATE
members got involved in a riding training course in Garden City in
1978. Those ABATE members were later to become course instructors
themselves. Our 1st classes were offered through Wayne-Westland
Schools. In 1980, | (Vince) signed up to take the Chief Instructor Course
in Maryland with the help of ABATE agreeing to cover the expenses. At
the board meeting a month before the course, the board voted NOT to
cover the cost. | went anyway, taking my wife on a beautiful Maryland
vacation. We had a great trip taking the 2 lanes and taking our time
through several states until we found our camp.

On the 1st day of class there was a lunch activity for all 12 members
of the class. We were from states across the USA. All but me were
state sponsored employees. \We were given a good meal and beer was
available. While | was talking to one of the Texas guys he said, “This is
just like the Last Supper.” Surprisingly, | found out that we were taking
the written test and riding test that day. So, when speaking with one
of the trainers, he asked “You didn’t get the memo last week?” My
response was | was on the ROAD. Sure enough, what | needed was at
home. Of the 12 members of class, only 7 passed. They gave me an
approved helmet which lasted to my 1st gas stop. | was told to report to
the President of the MSF office during a course day near the end. After
along interview, he gave me a check for $750.00 to cover my expenses.
That was the start. Everything we had done up to then was okay but
didn’t necessarily meet MSF standards. In 1981, with federal dollars and a
grant from MSF, | started the “Detroit Metro Regional Program.” Training
300 plus students at 4 sites in Metro-Detroit. Since that time well over
100,000 students have been trained in the Detroit Metro area. Also, over
1,000 MSF, ASl Instructor|/Coaches have been trained since 1980. | will be
working at Schoolcraft College for a while yet and will continue as long as
it's “FUN.”

Vince is part of many other organizations like the Detroit Federation of
Teachers, the Detroit Teacher Union, and is a former UAW member. Vince
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VINCE RIDING IN JANUARY

says he will continue with ABATE Legislative activities and plans to remain
active in ABATE in some degree.
In closing, our yearly seminar is January 12, 13, and 14. \We have
numerous breakout sessions on everything from legislative, accident
scene management, awareness, and insurance. The seminar will last all
weekend and end with voting for board members on Sunday. The seminar
is held in Lansing this year and it will include awards for members of the
year for each region, silent and live auctions, and some dancing in the
evening! If you need more information about the January seminar in
Lansing, you can reach me at the email address below.
Have yourself the best month. It's only about 12 weeks and six days till
spring, but just as sure as we can count the days until spring, we can
count on winter. Maybe some of us will get back out riding again this
month as you may have in December. After all, it is Michigan!

Thank you, Vince, for all your work and efforts to make Abate what it
is today.

Peace and love,

Merry

RC to Region 6

Board Member

Email merrysgarrett@yahoo.com

ADVANCED LEVELING LIFT KITS

THE LEVELING KIT
EXPERTS!

1692 MARQUETTE AVE. BAY CITY, MI 48706
1-888-629-9226 | SUSPENSIONMAXX.COM
== PROUDLY MADE IN USA

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

~_Big Shout Out to-Rare',
Breed MCDetroit Chapter

for inviting Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine to join them in
their volunteer efforts in the. community. HowCouldwe resist? WWe
especially wanted'to show support for one of our-own, Smoke. He
has been a.contributing writerfaithfully each.month as “Smoke n’
Gearz” in inviting Thunder Roads®Michigan Magazineall of 2023:
We appreciate the invite and letting us join you
at Focus: HOPE food centerin Détroit, MI!

If you took the time toread.the*“Letter From The Owner” in the
December 2023 issue, you-would understand a'ittle better why this
invite'was so close to my heart. ~RJ
If you wouldlike to give ina monetary way or volunteer,

\ Focus: HOPE could use.it. Take;alook at theirwebsite to see all the
good they have been doing for.so10ng and for an opportunity to help.

www.focushope.edu

Want to wish someone special a Happy Birthday, Happy Anniversary, Congrats, etc. in a BIG WAY? Surprise them
by saying it in Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine! For only $15 you can put your personal message along with a
photo in an upcoming issue of Thunder Roads® Michigan. Go to www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com and click on

the shout out link!
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o DULLET POINTS

BY GREG DENAY, AKA JOHNNY

another new year I

hope you all had a
wonderful time with family and
friends over the holidays. My
wife, Maranda aka “Stabby” and
| had a blast! I took her to her
first ever indoor shooting session
over Thanksgiving weekend.
Prior to that she had only shot
outdoors. For those of you
who have never shot indoors, =
it’s a bit different. For one, it’s
louder, especially when you have other people around you
shooting as well. And, when you have a wife who is half deaf
and still requires some coaching on handling a firearm, the
noise presents a challenge. You can’t just walk up behind her
and tell her something, you need to get her full attention and
communicate clearly and loudly.

She wanted to get more time on my Sig Sauer P320 9mm.
With me knowing that it has a history of failure to eject (FTE),
| gave her a quick tutorial on how to clear it herself without
my assistance the day before. For those of you that don’t know
what failure to eject is, to put it simply, the spent shell casing
does not clear the chamber before the next round loads. In
essence, jamming the gun. Clearing the FTE is quite simple.

Drop the magazine, while holding the gun in your hand as you
would normally, turn it upside down, rack the slide multiple
times until the spent casing and new round are clear. Once
cleared, reload the magazine, and continue shooting. A key
point to note in this procedure is dropping the magazine first.
Two reasons for this is, one, out of safety and two, it gives the
casing another avenue to eject out of the gun.

I shot first, as it has been a while since | shot this particular
gun, and also to let her get acclimated to the noise. | had a 21
round magazine loaded and all went well hitting right where
| was aiming at about 15 yards out. After round 16 or 17, that’s
when it hit. Failure to eject. This allowed me to show her
what it looked like and the procedure for clearing. | finished
the magazine without incident and handed the gun over to
her. Her first shot at around 10 yards out was one inch off
center aiming at the silhouetted head. The second shot was
three inches high. The third was right next to her first, and her
fourth made me cringe. Shot the guy right in the cheek!

After around ten or so shots, she had her first FTE. She
started to clear it, but | had to tell her (in my normal voice
while she is wearing ear protection in her deaf ear) to drop
the magazine after she had already cleared it. She continued
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shooting, hitting the target with pretty good accuracy. After
a few more failures to eject (and me reminding her to drop
the magazine) the big one hit. She racked the slide, dropped
the magazine, and the gun is now locked up. | mean locked
up! The slide wouldn’t move more than an eighth of an inch.

| have never experienced this before. I've had some jams here
and there, but nothing like this. | tried clearing it to no avail.
After we packed everything up and went home, | spent the
next hour trying and failing to unjam this gun. With me not
knowing if the gun has a round in the chamber or not, | safely
locked it away for a few hours to think about how to fix this
problem safely.

| eventually determined
that it was a spent shell
casing lodged in the chamber
backwards; the rim facing
forward out the barrel. Still
not knowing how to unlock
this jam, | consulted my
sometimes-helpful friend,

. YouTube. What | found was a
bunch of garbage advice but
then | came across one video
that scared the daylights out
of me. Imagine knowing the
history of the P320 and not
being 100% sure what was in
the chamber, you would be
scared too. The video said to
hold the slide with your left
hand and to slam your right
hand onto the pistol grip as
hard as you can. | decided
“WTF, let’s try it”. Would you
look at that, it worked! The

casing went flying after two racks of the slide and all is well.

Was this tutorial on how to deal with failure to eject or
jamming? Yes and no. Mostly it is about communication.
You see, after much jokingly saying that she broke my gun,
therefore | get to buy a new one, she informed me that | never
explicitly told her that she should drop the magazine first. She
was correct. | never said “first”. She thought she was doing
what | was telling her, and | was wondering why she wasn't
listening. But now, we both know because we communicated.
She knows to drop the magazine first and | know that | must,
letter by letter, (and in her good ear) explain the procedures.
What | am truly saying is, communication is a very important
key in any relationship. It's what keeps you from possibly
getting dead. | love you Stabby!

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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CALL (989) 624-4400 FOR SALES, SERVICE, AND PARTS

Full-Service » Fast Turnaround
Experienced Technicians

HOME oF MICHIGAN'S -
26 HOTTEST WINGS!ed

AVD HoME MADE SAUCES
oRIGINAL =

ks b RIRS oV /
THURSDAYS

evemu:/:
sroM PAI - .
AN FROM MEMORIAL DAY, |
To P To LAROR DAY / y r

-

3 LOCATIONS SERVING EASTERN MICHIGAN

URTY'S WING SHAGE

vy " T, 11901 M Beyer Bd 528811 Main 5. B00 S, Sandusky Rd

4502 N HURIN RT. : ,_+ Birch Run, MI 48415 Richmend, MI 28062 Sandusky, M1 48471
989-819-6 % (989) 624-4400 E86-430-1252 H10-548-3510

ST L Le .t POLARIS
WWW.SPORT YSWIN P “Usa

“TEQUIPVIE

DontMiss a Single Issue..
If you would like a subscription lo Michigan’s #1 Biker Magazine all you have lo do is
complete the form below and return it with a check or money order for $45.00 (this is for
12 issues) payable lo: Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

o,

& Make Check or Money Order Payable to:
¥ Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

Thunder Roads Michigan
PO Box 1782
Midland, Ml 485641-1782

Name: e o e e B i e e et TR

Address: o e e U

Keep reading,. keep riding. and remnermnber.. WHERE THERE'S BIKES THERES GOING TO BE THUNDER!
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Oneration
Injured
soldiers

but that does not stop them from doing events :
with our veterans. OIS has a 4-day muzzle loading =#
event each year and this year approximately 45 veterans |
had an opportunity to attend this hunt. It's just another
way we can help get them together for a great time
and enjoy the outdoors. It's an opportunity for them
to sight their gun in and pick a number to their hunting
location. Landowners work with the charity and donate
their time and property to help ensure that each
veteran has a great chance at getting a deer. Veterans
stay at a church camp, and at the end of the event a
catered dinner with raffle prizes and a silent auction
is held. There is also a luncheon that is put on by one
of the property owners one of the afternoons. Several
volunteers got involved and helped. The veterans had
fun, and best of all brought home some venison. Hats
off to everyone who worked on this event!
With the New Year comes new events. \We are

The OIS Riders may not be out riding motorcycles,

RemusTavern.com

aside from our “just going out and riding” with the veterans.
One of the snowmobile events will be a day trip with antique
snowmobiles. This will give veterans who've never snowmobiled
an opportunity to see what it’s all about. This will take place
in the U.P. at the Top of the Lake Snowmobile Museum in
Naubinway, MI. We are also looking forward to attending the
I-500 with veterans in Sault Ste Marie. Planning for these events
is still underway. Of course, it all hinges on the snow amount.
Let the snow dancing commence!

Jason Middleton

Director, OIS Riders

Board Member,

Operation Injured Soldiers

22645 Pontiac Trail

South Lyon, MI 48178

(248)437-3130

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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STORM CHASERS DRINK RECIPE

BLUE
HIGH-BEAM

102 PINEAPPLE JUICE {COLD)

1/2 02 BLUE CURACAQ

SPARKLING WINE OB CHAMPAGNE (COLD)
SUGAR FOR RIM (OPTIONAL)

N A CHILLED CHAMPAGNE GLASS POUR THE JUICE AND
BLUE CURACAQ, ADD CHAMPAGNE OR SPARKLING WINE.
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PRE-SALE TICKETS WMLJI_ELE ONLINE STARTING
FEBRUARY 2024
CAMPING RESERVATIONS AVAILABLE NOW

OCTOBER 15TH-APRIL 15TH

WHEN RIDING ENDS, CUSTOM BEGINS.

ING AT $399

*
F.n_}‘. L. F' b,

CUSTOMIZE YOUR RIDE DURING IT°S STAY. WHAT WE OFFER-
ROCKFORD FOSGATE AUDID  GAR INSTALLATION CERAMIC COATING
SOUND STREAM AUDID CUSTOM PAINTING DETAILING
NATIVE BAGGER PERFORMANLCE WORK FAT TIRE KITS

MOTOR REBUILOS
WINTER STORAGE INCLUDES OMSITE STORAGE, CONTROULED TEMPERMTURE ENVIRONMENT,
FREE TRADE-IW EWALUATION, FREE PYCKTIP AVAILABLE®

~ | B10-234-6646 vehicleciyhariey.com 2400 Austins Plowy. Flint M1 48507
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JORERS¢

A blonde driving her new Cadillac, became lost in a snowstorm. She
didn't panic though, she remembered her Dad telling her, “if you ever
get stuck in a snowstorm, just wait for a snow plow to come by and
follow it.” Sure enough, fairly soon an odd truck came by, and she
started to follow it. She followed for about 45 minutes.

Finally, the driver got out and asked her what she was doing? She
quickly explained what her Dad has told her to do about following
a snow plow.

The driver nodded and said, “0.K. well, I'm done with the Wal-Mart
parking lot, do you want to follow me over to Best Buy now?”

My wife was fighting with the vacuum and complaining that it
stopped sucking. I said, “it must of gotten married while we were
out of town for the holidays.

Anyways, that's how the fight started.

A young woman gets on a bus with her baby.

The bus driver says, “Oh gosh, that's probably the strangest
looking baby I've ever seen!”

The woman stomps to the rear of the bus and sits down,
obviously fuming.

An ole biker dude across the aisle from her sees that she’s obvi-
ously upset and asks, “What's wrong little Momma?"”

The young woman replies,

“The driver just insulted me!”. The ole’ biker says,

“Well you just march up there and tell him off.

Go on, I'll hold your pet monkey for you.”

For all those men who believe that there's no reason to buy the

of women are against marriage, as they have wised up to the fact
that for 8 oz. of sausage, it's not worth buying the entire pig!

Little Joey was sitting on the curb with a gallon of turpentine and
shaking it up and watching all the bubbles.

A little while later a Priest came along and asked Little Joey what
he had there? Little Joey replied, “This is the most powerful liquid
in the world, it's called turpentine.” The Priest said, “No, the most
powerful liquid in the world is Holy Water.”

If you take some of this Holy Water and rub it on a pregnant
women’s belly, she'll pass a healthy baby. Little Joey replied,

“Oh yeah, well, you take some of this here turpentine and rub it
on a rat’s ass, he'll dang sure pass a Harley-Davidson.”

For all you single gals; When a guy is really into you, he doesn't
care if you snore while sleeping.
He'll be like, ‘snore for me you sexy diesel-powered generator.’

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

: Consider this a public service announcement by your fave biker
: mag; Condoms do not guarantee safe sex.

: A friend of mine was wearing one when he was shot by the

: woman'’s husband. js

The Liquor Store clerk just wished me Happy Holidays....it's not
: even 2 weeks into New Year's and he’s seen me every single day
: since 2 weeks before Christmas! Dang dude, get a calendar.

Once you understand completely why a pizza is
: made round, Packed in a square box, And eaten as a triangle....
: Then and only then, will you even remotely understand women.

: Ma and Pa were calling it a night and shuffle on back to the

: bedroom. It's a brand new year and Ma is feeling frisky and let’s

: Pa know this. Ma walks up and sits on the bed and sees Pa on his
© knees praying, and asks in a sweet, soft voice,

: “Pa, what are you praying for sweetheart?”

: Pa replies, “Just praying for some Guidance.”

: Ma doesn't miss a beat and says in her husky but still soft voice,

: Pray for stiffness dear, I'll guide it myself.”

© Valentine's Day is next month, so here’s a Pro-Tip; Yell out exactly

- what you want for Valentine’s Day near your beloved's cell phone,

© then, just wait for about an hour and FB and Zon will start sending
you every available option of the gift you wanted.

- Lil" Joey is talking to his older brother, Cain, who he overheard talk-
: ing to his friends, so he asked,

entire cow when you can get the milk for free, well, in 2024, 79% : “What's the difference between a Callgirl, a Girlfriend and a Wife?”
* His older brother Cain laughs and replies, “Pre-paid, Postpaid and

© Unlimited.”

. Not really satisfied with his brother’s answer, he goes and asks his
. Dad, "What's the difference between a Callgirl, a Girlfriend and a

: Wife? His Dad sighs heavily and replies, “Prepaid, Postpaid

: and Service Not Available.”

: This Generation: Go out all night & call in sick to work the next day.
¢ My Gen: Club hopped till 6am, slept in car for 18 mins. then showed
: up to work in club clothes & a club wrist band & put in 8 hrs.

. Aint that tough enough? Hell Right it is!

HAPFY 2074 T0 ALL YOU
AMAZING BIKERS!

May All Your Dreams Become Your Reality.
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January 7

- AMA District 14 Ice Racing
Owosso Motorsports Park
2504 W M-21

Owosso, MI
www.ama-d14.org

January 13

-Big Bend Ice racing

513 Conrad Rd.

Standish, Ml
www.Bigbendcamp.com

Check out Facebook for more Info

January 14

- AMA District 14 Ice Racing
Valley Trails Riders M/C
4957 Brown Rd.

Bentley, Ml
www.ama-d14.org

- Motorcycle Swap Meet

Barons M/C Clubhouse

101 Genesee St.

Gaines, Ml

9:00am - 4:00pm

Check out Facebook for more Info

January 20

- Warrior Lily’s Cancer Benefit
VFW Hall

28404 Jefferson Ave.

St. Clair Shores, Ml

Doors open at 2:00pm

Check out Facebook for more Info

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

January 21

- AMA District 14 Ice Racing
Team CDI Racing @ Leasure Lake
505 S Warner Rd.

Sumner, Ml

www.ama-d14.org

January 27

- Big Bend Ice racing

513 Conrad Rd.

Standish, Ml
www.Bigbendcamp.com

Check out Facebook for more Info

January 28

- AMA District 14 Ice Racing
Valley Trails Riders M[C
4957 Brown Rd.

Bentley, MI
www.ama-d14.org

Bold events indicate Advertiser/
Supporter of Thunder Road® MI
please patronize our advertisers.

EVENT
LISTINGS ARE
FREE!!!
Increase your attendance
by posting your event in
Thunder Roads® Magazine
of Michigan.

All Advertised Events in our
Magazine will have their
event Posted on the Pull Out
Calendar (specific issues) and
your Event will be highlighted
in the Thunder Roads® Events
Calendar of the Magazine.

THUNDER ROADS®
MAGAZINE OF
MICHIGAN - YOUR
MICHIGAN BIKER
CONNECTION

(Call about our Special Discounts for
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder
Roads® Magazine and on our web
site, send the information to:
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.
com. Eventinformation must be
received prior to the 10th of the
month preceding the event month
to be posted in the magazine.
Remember to call ahead
before planning to attend any
event as the information/dates
may change.

Thunder Roads® Michigan is Not
responsible for errors or omissions.
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Pick up your

at these locations or any business with and ad in this issue.

Thank you to all of our supporters for making

MC PARTS & SERVICE

Ball Equipment
11901 S. Beyer Rd.
Birch Run, Ml 48415

989-624-4400
www.Ballequip.com

Behind Barz Cyclewerkz
464 W. Millington Rd.
Fostoria, Ml 48435
989-455-1187 or 810-730-0542

Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle
804 S. Huron Rd.
Linwood, MI 48634
989-697-5525
www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave
West Branch, Ml 48661
989-343-5454
Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

Cycle Savage Works
Caro, MI
810-338-6636
Custom Paint, Oil Changes, Air Ride
Stretched Bag Kits, Tire Changes

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46
Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
989-773-9991

Old Barn Motorcycle Shop
4200 Waltan Rd.
Vassar, M| 48768
989-205-2196
www.OldBarnMotorcycleShop.com

Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication
2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815
www.OreoWelding.com

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson of Lapeer
1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, M| 48446
810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Thumb Motorcycle Chrome LLC
1517 Deckerville Rd.
Caro, M1 48723
989-673-2750
www. TMCTrikesAndBikes.com

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.
Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550
www.TractionPowersports.net

Twisted lllusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals
Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & More!
989-280-1439
TwistedlllusionsLighting@gmail.com

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy.
Flint, Ml 48507
810-234-6646
Bike Night Every Other Friday
Starting May 5th 6PM-9PM

MOTORCYCLE
ORGANIZATIONS

ABATE
LOOK TWICE. SAVE ALIFE
To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

Hot Rod’s
Motorcycle Awareness
& Suicide Prevention
Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com
419-349-8075

BARS & RESTAURANTS

2 Wheel Tavern
13984 S. Straits Hwy.
Wolverine, Ml 49799

231-525-8388
www.2WheelTavern.com
Bike Night Wednesday

702 Bar & Grill
702 S. Jefferson Ave.
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesday

Amy’s Downtown Reservoir
Bar & Grill
4488 1st St.
Columbiaville, MI 48421
810-545-0770
Bike Night Thursday

Auburn Hotel & Tavern
101 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, M1 48611
989-266-3114
Veteran Owned and Operated
Bike Night Thursday
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Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave.
Baldwin, Ml 49304

231-745-4403
www.baldwinbowlingcenter.com

Barilik’s Tavern
205 Long Lake Ave.
Alpena, MI 49707
989-356-6034
Outdoor Seating

Bay Shore Bar and Grill
IN QUANICASSEE
9432 Bay City Forestville Rd.
Fairgrove, MI 48733
989-895-9503
Fish Fry Fridays

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.
Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170
Full Bar and Pub Menu
Bike Night Thursday

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Buckley Roadside Bar
116 W. Wexford Ave.
Buckley, Ml 49620
231-269-4170
Outdoor Bar Area
Bike Night Thursday

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,
Sports & Sprits!

Gas Alley Bar & Grille
10945 Dixie Hwy.
Birch Run, Ml 48415
989-624-9778
Bike Night Wednesday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, Ml 48832

989-463-4693
Bike Night Wednesday

Greka’s Tavern
326 S. 1st St.
Rogers City, M1 49779
989-734-9029
Live Music Weekends

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5761
Bike Night Wednesday

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Kretzschy’s Smokey BBQ
604 S. Unionville Rd.
Sebewaing, MI 48759

989-975-1373

McNasty’s Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd
New Boston, M| 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!

Old Detroit Burger Bar
348 W. Nepessing St.
Lapeer, Mi 48446
810-660-8600
Bike Night Friday

Otter Lake Bar
5845 Genesee Ave.
Otter Lake, Ml
810-793-7797
Bike Night Tuesday

Parisville Saloon
5495 Priemer Rd.
Ruth, MI 48470
989-912-0803
Beer and Shot Bar

Remus Tavern
118 W. Wheatland (corner of M-20 & M-66)
Remus, MI 49340
989-967-8304
RemusTavern.com
Family Owned / Full Menu

Ryders Bar & Grill
2650 W. Midland Rd.
Midland, MI 48642
989-423-1990
Inside/Outside Seating
Bike Night Tuesdays

Scooter’s Bar & Grill
6004 Torrey Rd.
Flint, MI 48507
(810) 655-6884

Bike Night Wednesday

Sporty’s Wing Shack & Smoke House
4502 N. Huron Rd.
Pinconning, MI 48650
989-879-6050
Home of Michigan’s
Hottest Wings

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, M| 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Vinyl Bar & Grill
393 W. Nepessing St.
Lapeer, M| 48446
810-660-7214
Bike Night Friday

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.
Downtown Hastings, Ml
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer
Bikers Always Welcome

Whalen’s Inn
4371 S. Huron Rd.
Standish, Ml 48658

989-846-9932
Between the curves!

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.SecurityCU.com

Wheeler Dealer Super Pawnshop
4865 Wilder Rd.
Bay City, Ml 48706
989-545-0912
Stan’s Corner Plaza

LODGING & CAMPING

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Riffle River Trail
West Branch, Ml 48661
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com
Bike Bash

Old Highway Campground
14335 US-12
Brooklyn, MI 49230
517-662-1782
Brooklynmarket@usa2goquickstore.com

Oscoda Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, Ml
1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

Mackinaw Area Visitors Bureau
10800 W. US 23
Mackinaw City, MI 49701
231-436-5664
www.MackinawCity.com/stay/

AUDIO

Top Dog Audio
1005 N. Fancher
Mt.Pleasant, Ml 48895
989-773-4705

INSURANCE

Greg Allen Insurance Agency
Auto-Home-Business-Life
269-781-2247
www.GregAllenlnsurance.com

State Farm -Tim Boychuck
967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-2665
www. TimBoychuck.com

LEGAL SERVICES

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
The Motorcycle Lawyer
Free Legal Advice
877-Biker-Law
www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com
No Win/ No Fee Promise

FUNERAL SERVICES

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY Funeral Home,
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs Notice
734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

CHURCHES

Church of the Living Word
1100 N. Ovid Rd.
Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.org

VEHICLE PARTS
& SERVICES

Henderson Brothers Rustproofing
Since 1962
402 E. Lyon, Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It's Us or Rust!

Suspension Maxx
1692 Marquette Ave.
Bay City, MI 48706
(888) 629-9226
www.SuspensionMaxx.com

SERVICES

The Key Shop
1804 W. Wackerly
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-8480

Over 27 Yrs Experience

CAUGHT YA LOOKIN'

THIS COULD BE YOUR AD HERE

OUR APE LAFT FOR 3 DAXE, NOT 38 FECONDES

CONTACT 1S
)

989-948-4644

THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE JANUARY 2024 39



L See you again in

2024 at the Jj 7[/’ \TY .S'

e e o B I 3@)\‘”

BIKES ON 7f/£’

| | ESN, %
55&3 W isahelé’ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂ-
e Q_, | - Mt P!easam:m ﬁaii}ia
i o - N PART * | oL 3 e
ol bt — g . AN "'}_4 Monday- lea gam: hnm
I, P SECUI"I ty , Yy DN/ saturday&samdayﬂy aunt[}

" Credi lﬂlmnn it 9714 SAGINAW ST. ~ REESE MI 48757 ~ 989.868.3599 , ' 1/
s & R EADLY CALL OIL em SALES 989 19-9991

; . BIKE NIGHT SPECIALS ‘ -“\ y i — > CASH ONLY NO CARDS
T $2.00 domestic bottles , s — : L ; %

ﬁrﬁfd On Tﬁe ﬁrffﬁd £ UF e 5 PM.CLOSE 4. S kO

s proud (o support == =" $2 OFF chicken haskets (DINE IN ONLY) i - = CHECK OUT OUR BEALS ON

_Lﬁfdnpma-ﬁaw-ﬁfﬂwﬁ ' --\ 7 {1 ! NEW &“siﬂ
; | - N ; * 8 tl PN 5 -LK' G

— | —__ BABLEY-DAVIASON®

ES

g
'

I PARTS FOR EVOS, TIKIN
cnms_f ANS _srom'arms

“ Annual Mackmaw

Mb“iio'rc

——
—_—

g Mackmaw ('.flt:..Ir
m&; www.mackmawmty com |



Motorcycle accident?
Jason - THE Motorcycle Lawyer™

Call 877-BIKER-LAW

Download
our app!

Attorney
Jason
Waechter

-GET ITON b
Google Play
# Download on the T

¥
L App Store i

MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com




