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LETTER FROM THE OWNERS

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 
FROM THUNDER ROADS® 

MICHIGAN!

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, 
and Ho-Ho-Hold My Drink  

While I Write This Note!

W ell, we made it through another year full of 
great rides, killer events, questionable weather 
decisions, and at least three moments where 

we thought, “Yeah… probably should’ve worn the warmer 
gloves and brought that extra layer.” But we wouldn’t trade 
a single mile of it, because sharing the road with this wild, 
wonderful biker family is what makes it all worth it.

Before we roll into the new year, we want to send a huge 
THANK YOU to every one of you who reads, rides, shares, 
waves, supports, and occasionally laughs at our bad jokes. 
You’re the reason Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine® keeps 
rolling, and we can’t wait to see your faces, bikes, and to 
hear all of your stories in 2026.

And now, a gentle holiday reminder (picture us saying this 
with a Santa hat and maybe one too many cookies):

Please, please, PLEASE support the businesses that 
advertise in this magazine.

They’re the only way we can put this thing out every 
month. Without them, we’d just be two people sitting 
around saying, “Remember when we used to print a 
magazine?” and nobody but a few want that.

So, when you’re out doing your holiday shopping or 
servicing the bike that you swore you’d winterize back in 
October, check out our advertisers first. Please let them 
know that you’re there because of their advertisement in 
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine®. Buy a gift card, grab 
food, get parts, support the shops that support the biker 
community. It makes a much bigger difference than you 
know. For us, but more importantly, them.  

We hope your Christmas is 
filled with time and a nice 
meal with family, friends, 
and maybe the sound of a 
V-twin firing up if the weather 
cooperates, oh and that Santa 
is good to you.

Merry Christmas & Happy 
New Year! 
We’ll see you again in 2026, 
ready to roll, caffeinated, 
and probably already behind 
schedule.

RJ & Aly

SEPTEMBER 11, 12, 13, 2026

Please Contact:

  2      DECEMBER 2025   THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM    THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE  DECEMBER 2025    3



BY CHAPLAIN CHARLIE

The holidays have a way of sneaking up on bikers. One 
minute we’re squeezing in those last cold-weather 
miles, and the next minute winter hits us so hard 

we’re wondering if heated grips can be retrofitted onto our 
recliners. But even in December, when most of our machines 
are tucked under covers. We riders understand Christmas 
differently than most. We know something about journeys, 
purpose, faith, and what it means to follow a light through 
dark places.

So, when the old Christmas story brings up the wise 
men and their long ride across the desert, we get it. These 
weren’t three guys wandering through a greeting card, they 
were travelers. Road warriors of their era. Their bikes just 
happened to have hooves.

What they carried with them, and why, still speaks to 
anyone who knows what it feels like to follow a road that 
calls to you.

The Ride to Bethlehem
Those wise men didn’t just ride across town. They likely traveled 

hundreds of miles through rocky terrain, desert winds, unpredictable 
weather, and roads that made Michigan potholes look civilized. But 
they kept going because they believed something meaningful waited 
at the end.

Riders understand that mindset. Sometimes you follow a road 
not because it’s easy or logical but because something in your 
spirit says, “This is the way.” You trust the light, the gut feeling, the 
direction God nudges you, even when the route looks impossible 
on the map.

Gold: Honoring the King
Gold was the first gift they laid down. Not a financial tip, not a 

souvenir, gold symbolized royalty. Authority. Identity.
As riders, we understand honoring someone worthy. We respect 

those who’ve led the way. We nod to every biker we pass. We stand 
tall for those who’ve sacrificed.

Gold reminds us that Jesus is King, on the road, in our homes, in 
our struggles, and in every mile marker of our lives. It means your 
past roads don’t disqualify you. Your scars don’t define you. You 
ride with purpose because you ride with the King.

Frankincense: The Gift of Presence
Next came Frankincense, a symbol of worship and divine 

presence. Ancient priests used it in the temple, and it meant, “God 
is here.”

Every rider knows something about presence. 
Not just being alive but feeling alive.

That moment when the wind hits just right. 
When the sun paints the tank with gold. 
When a long stretch of asphalt becomes a prayer without words.

More than once, I’ve had clearer conversations with God on 
two wheels than inside any building. The road strips away noise. It 
leaves space for truth.

Frankincense reminds us that God isn’t far away. He’s not waiting 
for you to clean up your life first. He’s right here in the garage, in 
the storm, in the quiet miles, and in the struggles, we don’t talk 
about out loud.

Myrrh: The Hard Roads
Then came myrrh. A strange gift for a newborn, because 

myrrh was used for burial and suffering. It symbolized sacrifice, 
specifically Jesus’ mission to save.

Riders know something about hard roads. We’ve lost friends. 
We’ve seen pain, both physical and emotional. The holidays are 
joyful for some, but for others they stir up grief and memories.

Myrrh speaks right into that. 
It tells us Jesus understands suffering, not from a distance, but 
personally. 
He stepped into a broken world to heal broken people.

Myrrh means: There is hope for those riding through pain.

Why These Gifts Still Matter
When you look at gold, frankincense, and myrrh through a biker’s 

eyes, here’s what they say:
Gold → You belong to the King.
Frankincense → You’re never riding alone.
Myrrh → Your pain has a Savior, not just a story.
Those gifts weren’t random. They were prophecy wrapped 

in saddle bags. A message that the Savior understood kingship, 
worship, and sacrifice before He even spoke His first word.

A Christmas Challenge for Riders
Your bike may be parked. The roads may be icy. But your heart 

can still ride strong this Christmas.
The wise men didn’t arrive empty-handed, and neither should we.
Bring the gifts only a rider can offer:
Honor → Live with integrity.
Presence → Show up for people who need you.
Compassion → Look out for the lonely and the hurting.
Those gifts might not smell like Frankincense, but they’ll change 

lives all the same.

Final Miles
Whether you’re stringing lights around the garage, staring 

longingly at your winterized bike, or squeezing in one last ride 
before the big freeze, remember the lesson from those ancient 
travelers:

The greatest road ever ridden led to the One who rides with 
us today.

Ride safe. Ride with purpose. Ride with hope.
Merry Christmas, brothers and sisters.

Ride safe, ride blessed and keep 
your eyes on the One who rides 
before you. 

Chaplain Charlie
Chaplain Dean Titus (Charlie)
Sanford American  
Legion Riders #443

CHAPLAIN CHARLIES CORNER: 
Gifts for the Road: What the Wise Men Still Teach Us About the Ride
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THUNDER CAM
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2011 HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET GLIDE - KARMA
FEATURED BIKE

•	 CUSTOM BUILT BY DA PERFORMANCE 
BAGGERS IN CHICAGO

•	  EVERYTHING IN THE BIKE IS CUSTOM 
•	 ONE OFF COLORADO CUSTOM 26IN 

FRONT WHEEL 
•	 DETACHABLE RAZOR PACK
•	  CUSTOM VELVET 2IN DROP SEAT, 
•	 WITH REMOVABLE PASSENGER PAD
•	 FULL LEGENDS AIR RIDE (FRONT AND 

REAR)

MOTOR
•	  FULLY BUILT WITH S&S DIAMOND 

CUT AND POLISHED JUGS AND HEADS 
PUNCHED OUT TO 114 CID. ONE OFF 
CUSTOM EXHAUST HEADER. DYNO 
TUNED TO 120HP AT REAR WHEEL. 
TRANSMISSION IS A BAKER 6 SPEED, 
WITH BAKER CLUTCH

 AUDIO
•	  PIONEER HEAD UNIT, SPEAKERS AND 

AMPS BY HERTZ

 PAINT
•	  HOUSE OF COLORS: ICE PEARL, 

CRIMSON RED CANDY, AND PEWTER 
GREY PEARL

 PURCHASED IN 2023 (CHICAGO), BY 
JODY DREWYORE  AS A BIRTHDAY 

GIFT FOR MIKE DREWYORE
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Smoke N’ GearZ

It is good to be back in 
the saddle and in the 
lab with a pen and a 

pad.  I had to step away 
for a few months to knock 
out some personal things 
and get back to doing 
what I love…riding my iron 
horse.  I was finally able 
to make the ride to Maine 
with a Good Brother and 
Great Friend; this was a 2.5 
season process.  While I did 
not reach the goal of 15K 
miles this year, I enjoyed 
every moment and mile I had on the blacktop.

I would be remised if I did not say thank you to RJ and 
Aly for accepting me as I am and keeping me motivated 
to use this pen.  A huge thank you to Detroit Randy of 

the Detroit Antique 
Motorcycle (D.A.M.) 
Show for encouraging 
me to keep the pursuit 
of being a modern-day 
griot.  Pronounced (Gree-
oh) This term comes from 
Africa and the definition in 
Webster states…a highly 

respected oral historian, musician, poet, and storyteller who 
preserves a community’s traditions and 
knowledge through music, song, and 
spoken word.  These inherited roles also 
serve as social commentators, diplomats, 
and cultural custodians, connecting 
the past with the present through 
performances.

-In conversations with our readership 
and the local/national set, I have been 

given permission to share 
stories and highlights of 
individuals and groups.  
With the creative rights of 
sharing their chronicles, I 
have a renewed interest in 
writing and storytelling.  

Along with that, I 

have some new 
content with 
“Smoke’s Rare 
Finds.”  If you 
have an antique 
motorcycle or 
know someone 
that does, share 
it with me, I 
would love the 
opportunity to 

share it further.   How it was purchased, who were/are the 
owners, what is unique about that sled, and what are the 
plans for the future for it.   
 
Thinking about the cycling season, take a moment to give 
someone their flowers and take the time to smell the roses 
as some did not make it.  I have personally lost two family 
members, a damn good friend, and several riding Brothers 
this year.  I am sure you knew someone or heard through the 

BACK IN THE SADDLE

grapevine of someone that transitioned 
into the afterlife as well.

So, here’s to a moment of silence, 
removed hats, raised throttle hands, and 
holla…..Shhhhiiiiidddddd!!!

Closing out the year, keep watch 
for the 2026 Calendar by Lit Lenz on 
Instagram, you 

will see some familiar bikes that were 
nominated and won respective months.  
Calendars are available for purchase 
and make great gifts for motorcycle 
enthusiasts and stocking stuffers.  Thank 
you for continuously supporting all 
of us at Thunder Roads Michigan and 
requesting for Smoke N’ Gearz return.

Keep them wheels turnin and those cigars burnin!

Smoke
@Literary_Lenz_Detroit on IG
248-919-8257
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Yeah,Yeah,  or meh?or meh?
Product: TechMount 

Tech Gripper 4
Also known as: The Biker Gripper (available through 

the Law Abiding Biker Store or on Amazon)

Reviewer: Big E – Mid Michigan Biker Podcast

Rating:HHHHH(4 out of 5)

When it comes to mounting a phone on your motorcycle, 
there are plenty of choices out there. The trick is finding one 
that actually holds up to real-world conditions — Michigan 
roads, vibration, and weather included. For me, that’s been 
the TechMount Tech Gripper 4, also known as the Biker Gripper 
when purchased through the Law Abiding Biker Store.

I first discovered this mount while following Ryan Urlacher, 
the YouTuber and podcaster behind Law Abiding Biker. After 
watching his videos and hearing how highly he spoke of 
the mount, I decided to give it a shot. That was four riding 
seasons ago, and I’ve been using one ever since.

The Tech Gripper 4 offers a few mounting options. You can 
go with the handlebar clamp, or my personal favorite — the 
perch mount that attaches right to your handlebar controls. 
It’s a clean setup that keeps your phone accessible without 
cluttering your bars.

My Samsung Galaxy S23 Ultra fits perfectly in the mount, 
and even after thousands of miles, I’ve never experienced 
vibration damage or the dreaded phone flop. The spring-
loaded grip system holds the phone rock solid — you’d have 
to work to get it out by accident.

After about four years of use, the ball swivel on my original 
mount began to loosen up. It still held my phone tight, 
but the head would sag over time. That’s something worth 
noting for riders who log a lot of miles. This year, I replaced 
the mount head, and it’s back to working perfectly again.

Bottom line: the Tech Gripper 4 is built to last, delivers a 
strong and stable hold, and has earned its place on my bike. 
Whether you grab one from Amazon or the Law Abiding 
Biker Store, it’s a solid investment that’s proven itself season 
after season.

Pros & Cons
Pros:

•	 Holds phone very securely, even on rough roads
•	 Adjustable perch or handlebar mount options
•	 Compatible with a wide range of phones, including 

large models like the S23 Ultra
•	 Long-term durability; replacement head available if 

ball swivel loosens
•	 Simple, clean design that doesn’t clutter handlebars

Cons:
•	 Ball swivel may loosen after a few years of heavy use
•	 Open cradle leaves phone exposed to rain or road 

spray
•	 Slight bulk from perch mount may interfere with tight 

handlebar setups
Final verdict:

Yeah. The Tech Gripper 4 has earned my trust. Even after 
four years of use and one replacement part, it’s still my go-to 
mount — and I don’t see that changing anytime soon. It just 
plain works.

Life is short bikers, so get after it.

With your support, we can
continue to grow, give back, and

keep the spirit of camaraderie
and competition alive.

Join us in making a
difference

... on and off the track.

Contact Dean at 810-357-6630
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T he bike was a beautiful, 
magnificent disaster. Under a 
thick coat of road grime, lake dust, 

and a fine layer of fried onion rings, it was 
impossible to tell that the custom cruiser 
was painted in a deep, glossy, “Dirty Sleigh 
Red.” Its rider, an imposing figure whose 
name patch on his custom-made leather 
vest—secured with heavy chain extensions 
to accommodate his growing girth—read 
“Red Rider,” was equally unkempt. His 
great white beard had grown wilder and longer 
over the summer, now permanently stained with coffee and 
Coney sauce. And his belly, usually quite prominent in his 
traditional attire, was now gloriously expanding beneath the 
vest thanks to a relentless consumption of Michigan-made 
craft beer and deep-fried pickles.

The Red Rider’s summer road trip was a necessary, though 
highly unconventional, mission. He needed to log miles on 
his powerful cruiser—a crucial part of pre-flight testing—
and, more importantly, conduct his annual, on-the-ground 
reconnaissance, secretly updating his legendary list. The 
people he met had no idea that the greasy, jovial biker was 
the actual Santa Claus.

“Gotta check the inventory,” the Red Rider muttered, 
pulling his filthy, studded cruiser into the gravel lot of 
a roadside pub in the Upper Peninsula. He dismounted, 
pulling a small, heavy leather-bound journal—his secret 
ledger—from a saddlebag. The journal was separated into 
two sections, clearly marked with stylized cursive: Nice and 
Might Need Coal.

The Nice List: Good Deeds on the Open Road
The Michigan riding community was, overwhelmingly, one 

of the Nice variety. The Red Rider enjoyed scribbling down 
the details of selfless, anonymous kindness—the kind of 
good that never made the nightly news.

One name that received a gold star and multiple positive 
notes was “Hammer” Hank Jenkins, a grizzled veteran 
rider from Monroe. Hank earned his place of honor when 
the Red Rider witnessed him on the side of I-75 near Flint 
in a torrential downpour. Hank wasn’t fixing his own bike; 
he was helping a college student who had hydroplaned 
and blown a tire on her little Vespa scooter. Hank not 
only changed the tire but refused payment, only taking a 
promise from the student that she would pay the kindness 
forward. The Red Rider’s note read: “Hammer” Hank. Selfless 

service to a non-combustible two-wheeler. 
Excellent grip strength. Full nice list 
clearance.

Another entry was for “Mitten” 
Mary Sue, a cheerful woman who rode 
a sparkling teal Harley-Davidson Tri 
Glide. The Red Rider met her at a bar 
in Traverse City. Mary Sue, a known 
organizer of charity rides, quietly paid 
the entire bar tab for a table of elderly 
veterans, ensuring the bartender didn’t 

reveal the donor. When the Red Rider asked her why she was 
so secretive, she just winked and said, “Some magic works 
better when nobody knows who’s doing the trick, honey.” 
The Red Rider wrote simply: “Mitten” Mary Sue. Master 
of anonymous generosity. Requires extra sprinkles on her 
gingerbread this year.

The Naughty List: Sins of the Summer
But where there is light, there must occasionally be a little 

darkness—or at least, a lot of silly selfishness. The Might 
Need Coal section was less about felony and more about 
petty, biker-specific annoyances that only a celestial gift-
giver would bother cataloging.

The Red Rider flipped to a page where the ink was dark and 
the scrawl was agitated. The first name was “Slick” Sammy, 
who was definitely getting a sack of grade-A anthracite.

The reason? “Slick” Sammy. Caught intentionally using his 
loud, modified pipes to wake up his wife’s pampered poodle, 
Barnaby, every morning at 5:00 AM, just because the dog 
chewed his leather wallet. The wallet was cheap, the poodle is 
innocent. Coal.

Next to Sammy was an entry for a rider named “Vague” 
Vinny, whose transgression was bafflingly specific: “Vague” 
Vinny. Refuses to learn proper hand signals. When indicating 
a turn, he simply points vaguely in the direction of the turn, 
sometimes hitting himself in the helmet. A hazard, a nuisance, 
and a poor communicator. He gets coal, and a very detailed 
instructional poster on motorcycle hand signals.

And finally, there was the damning entry for “Barbecue” 
Bart: “Barbecue” Bart. Stole the last hot dog at the annual 
Charity Hog Roast in Muskegon. It was the only hot dog 
remaining. He knew other riders were still in line. Selfish. Delicious, 
perhaps, but selfish. Coal, and a lifetime supply of mustard.

Salty and the Beer Pong Challenge
The Red Rider packed his journal away and headed inside 

the pub. The place was packed for the 2025 Thunder Roads 
Michigan Bike Night, the air thick with the smell of beer and 
frying fish. A section of the bar had been cleared for “Biker 
Games,” and a lively game of beer pong was in full swing.

He spotted a woman with vibrant blue hair and a leather 
jacket adorned with numerous rally patches. This was Salty, 
a well-known regular at these bike nights, famous for her 
quick wit and even quicker beer pong throws. She was 
currently trash-talking her opponent into submission.

“Old timer, you just gonna watch all night, or are you 
gonna join the fun?” Salty called out, her voice cutting 
through the bar’s din. She gestured towards 
the beer pong table, already 
setting up a fresh rack of 
cups. “My partner just bailed. 
Think you can handle a real 
challenge, or are your arms 
too stiff from riding that... 
unique machine out there?” 
She gestured dismissively 
towards the Red Rider’s filthy 
cruiser in the lot.

The Red Rider, always up 
for a good sport, chuckled. 
“Unique, you say? That’s 
character, young lady. And my 
arms are as spry as a squirrel 
with a fresh acorn. But I can only 
stay for one round, win or lose. 
What’s the game?”

“Beer pong, grandpa. Simple rules: aim 
for the cups, drink the beer. Winner gets bragging rights 
and a free round. Loser buys a round for the house. And I 
don’t lose,” Salty declared, a mischievous glint in her eyes. 
“Especially not to someone whose beard looks like it’s been 
through a snowblower.”

The game began. Salty was good, infuriatingly so. Her 
throws were precise, her aim true, and her trash talk 
relentless.

“Oops! Almost got it, Red Rider! Did you forget your 
reading glasses?” she jeered as his first ball bounced off the 
rim. “Maybe you should stick to riding slower, safer routes. 
This game requires focus!”

The Red Rider, a thousand years of practice in patience, 
just smiled, his eyes twinkling. He made a few shots, but 
Salty was consistently pulling ahead. The crowd around 
them grew, enjoying the spectacle of the seasoned local 
giving the mysterious newcomer a hard time.

It came down to the wire. Salty had one cup left. The Red 
Rider had one cup left. The tension was palpable.

Salty took her shot. Swish! Her ball landed perfectly, 

sinking her final cup. She threw her hands up in triumph. 
“YES! Told you, old man! I—”

Before she could finish her victory declaration, the Red 
Rider picked up his last ball. He took a deep breath, and 
tossed it with a gentle, arcing lob. The ball flew, hit the very 
front rim of Salty’s now-empty final cup, and hung there, 
teetering precariously. The crowd collectively gasped.

Salty held her breath, leaning forward, willing it to fall 
out. The Red Rider just winked at her, a slow, knowing 
smirk spreading across his face—a smirk only a secret 
Santa could give.

And as if on cue, with a soft, almost inaudible plink, the 
ball slowly, majestically, toppled over the edge and dropped 
into the cup.

The crowd erupted in noise. 
Salty stared, her jaw dropping, 
then she slammed her hands 
on the table. “ARE YOU 
KIDDING ME?! A TIE?!” she 
shrieked, before bursting into 
genuine, roaring laughter. 
“Alright, Red Rider, you’re 
either the luckiest man alive 
or secretly magic! I’ll take 
the draw!”

Despite her harsh trash 
talk, Salty’s laughter was 
infectious, and she clapped 
the Red Rider on the back. 
“Good game, Santa-beard! 
You actually pulled it 
off!” She even gave him a 

congratulatory hug, a warm, 
friendly squeeze that surprised him.

The Red Rider, rubbing his still-smarting back, just smiled. 
He pulled out his secret ledger. He flipped to the Naughty 
list, hovering his pen over where Salty’s name might have 
gone for her relentless teasing. Then, with a satisfied nod, 
he turned to the Nice list and carefully, with a flourish, 
added Salty’s name.

“Salty. Excellent competitive spirit, though a bit mouthy. 
But a good sport and a genuine hugger. Definitely earned extra 
candy canes this year.”

The Red Rider smiled, content with his final observations 
for the summer. He noted that the pub had the best cheese 
curds north of the Mackinac Bridge. A few days later, the Red 
Rider, the dirtiest biker in Michigan, was back home. After 
a thorough scrub and a polish that revealed the sleigh-red 
luster beneath the grime, the bike was ready for its next 
job. And as the Red Rider began his long preparation for 
the winter rush, he knew one thing: Michigan bikers, from 
the generous ‘Hammer’ Hank to the spirited Salty, were 
definitely going to make Christmas a great ride.

The Real Michigan Red Rider:  

A SANTA’ S SUMMER TOUR

  14      DECEMBER 2025   THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM    THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE  DECEMBER 2025    15



Most people talk about Harley Davidson like it has always 
been this unbreakable symbol of American grit. Truth is, 
there was a stretch of time when the Motor Company was 

bleeding out on the shop floor. The late seventies and early eighties 
were rough. Riders loved the brand, but even the loyal ones were 
carrying drip pans and praying their bikes made it home.

Then November of 1990 showed up and everything changed. 
That month marked the moment Harley took full control of 
its future, tightened the bolts on its identity, and proved that 
American steel still had something to say.

Let’s dig into the moment Harley grabbed its pride back and 
punched its way into a new era.

The AMF Hangover
AMF bought Harley in 1969. At first people thought it would 

be a good thing. Big money, big backing, big future. By the late 
seventies that dream was about as stable as a bike with the axle 
only finger tight.

Production was fast, sloppy, and held together by luck. 
Mechanics joked that every Harley came with two warranties. 
One for the engine and one for the oil stains in your garage. 
Riders stayed loyal because the brand was in their blood, but the 
frustration was real.

The Buyback and the Rebuild
In 1981 a small group of Harley executives pulled off a buyback. 

They basically said, alright enough of this circus. They took the 
reins and started rebuilding the company from the inside. It was 
not sexy. It was not instant. It was a grind.

This crew poured themselves into improving manufacturing, 
training workers, listening to riders, and tightening every single 
part of the process. The Evolution engine had already shown 
promise in 1984, but it was November of 1990 when everything 
clicked.

That month marked the true heartbeat of the Harley 
turnaround. The company rolled out a refined lineup powered by 
the Evo and built with a level of care the brand had not seen in a 
long time.

Why November 1990 Mattered
Dependability Finally Arrived

The new Evo powered bikes were smoother, cooler 
running, and far more reliable. Riders were hitting highways with 
confidence instead of fear. For the first time in a while, you could 
roll out for a weekend trip without packing a full set of gaskets 
and a lucky rabbit’s foot.

American Manufacturing Got a Big Win
Harley upgraded every part of its production process. New 

machines, better training, tighter tolerances. It was a full 
commitment to earning trust back. For a lot of riders this moment 
felt like America itself had straightened its spine. It said we 
can still build something that makes the rest of the world pay 
attention.

Riders Returned in Force

Word spread fast. Harley is back. Dealerships got busier. Riders 
who had jumped over to Japanese bikes started drifting back. The 
culture swelled. This was the decade that shaped modern Harley 
culture. The patches, the clubs, the rallies, the pride. It all got a 
major shot of adrenaline right here.

It Saved More Than a Brand
This is the part people forget. If Harley had gone under in the 

eighties, cruiser culture as we know it would not exist. The entire 
American V twin identity would look different. No Road Glides, no 
Dynas, no Softail Fat Boy rolling into Terminator 2. No sound that 
makes your chest vibrate. No shared language of chrome, leather, 
and loyalty.

November 1990 kept the heartbeat alive.

What That Means Today
When you ride a Harley now, you are riding the result of a 

comeback story that almost did not happen. Every rumble, every 
ride, every mile traces back to the moment the company decided 
to take its soul back and rebuild it with pride instead of shortcuts.

It is not just motorcycle history. It is American history. It is a 
story about refusing to die, fixing what is broken, and proving 
everyone wrong.

I believe we are in the midst of 
something similar again. I believe the 
MoCo future is bright. Young people 
are coming back into the culture. The 
scene is changing for sure, but it’s 
molding into something new and that’s 
good to keep the torch lit. 

Us grey beards don’t need to “get it.” 

As long as the rumble of that engine 
roars on, the culture well survive. 

Drop me a line and tell me what you 
think. 

In your time, how as the scene 
changed? What influences have you 
have? What made you want to be a 
part of the culture?

WRITTEN BY ROB NORTON, AKA  
“BIG YETI” HOST OF RIDE WITH PURPOSE

ABATE update

Get ready to rev your engines and rewind the clock! 
Join the many members of ABATE of Michigan for 
the ultimate milestone event: our 50th Anniversary 

Seminar Celebration this January!

We’re just over a month away, so have you found your 
inner 70s vibe yet? Dig out that hippie outfit or start blasting 
the music you danced to all night long!

What to Expect at the  
Celebration Weekend:

•	 Friday Night Fun: The festivities kick off with our lively 
PAC Games, guaranteed to be a hit with everyone! 
Regional Coordinators will also gather for a meeting 
and pick up tickets for our exciting new cash raffle—
something fresh and thrilling for all regions!

•	 Saturday: Knowledge and Celebration: Gear up for 
a day packed with invaluable knowledge! Enjoy great 
breakout sessions featuring the return of the wise Jay 
Jackson, a session by Dondi, and vital discussions 
on recruiting and retaining younger members. 
We’ll also cover awareness, ABATE history, and crucial 
legislative updates.

•	 Saturday Evening Gala: The fun continues with a silent 
auction, a live auction, raffles, and music! We will 
proudly recognize our outstanding members with the 
Awards Ceremony, celebrating Region Rockers and 
Member of the Year. We will conclude the evening with 
our deeply moving bell-ringing ceremony to honor 
members who have received their wings.

•	 Sunday: The weekend concludes with our important 
voting session.

•	 Your full itinerary will be ready for you upon arrival at 
the hotel. We can’t wait to dance the night away and 
share this milestone with you!

Questions? Please don’t hesitate to 
 contact Merry at 734-652-9739.

Thanks again, 
Merry S. Garrett 
Proud lifetime member of ABATE 

Board Member, State Events Chair, RC 

Region 6 (covering Gladwin, Midland, 

Bay City and Arenac counties) 

You’re Invited to ABATE of Michigan’s 
50th Anniversary Seminar Celebration! 

HOW HARLEY TOOK 
ITS SOUL BACK:  
The Real Story Behind 
November 1990
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A lright ya two wheeled fanatics! Got some 
news from the Indian Motorcycles camp. 
They’re dialing up the Scout lineup for 2026 

with a couple of sportier versions: the Sport Scout 
RT and the smaller Sport Scout Sixty. 

The New Kids on the Block
These aren’t full-blown, built-from-scratch bikes, but 

they’re cool updates to existing models, joining the 
refreshed Scout family we started seeing in 2024. This all 
happens as Indian’s parent company, Polaris, is getting ready 
to hand over their controlling stake to a private equity firm 
called Carolwood LP early in 2026. As most of you know. 

2026 Indian Sport Scout RT:  
The Big Dog

•	 This one’s the heavy hitter, weighing in at 568 lbs wet.

•	 It rocks Indian’s larger 1250cc liquid-cooled V-twin 
engine.

•	 Power-wise, you’re looking at a claimed 105 HP and 82 
ft-lbs of torque, all paired with a six-speed transmission.

•	 It comes in three colors—Black Smoke (starting price: 
$16,999), Sunset Red Metallic, and Chalk.

•	 The RT’s standout feature is the rigid, locking 
saddlebags, which are supposedly waterproof and offer 
about 37-38 liters of storage. For a fun visual, that’s 
roughly 10 gallons of volume—enough to hypothetically 
stash about 48 cans of your favorite beverage on each 
side! (Seriously, imagine the haul!). Just be ready for the 
extra 80+ lbs that full cargo would add.

•	 Finishing the look: a small front fairing, flat handlebars 
on 140mm risers, forward controls, and a 19-inch front 
wheel. Despite the “Sport” name, that setup screams 
straight-line cruising.

2026 Indian Sport Scout Sixty:  
The Starter Sporty

•	 This bike is aimed at folks who are newer to the riding 
game, with a starting price of $11,499.

•	 It shares a similar chiseled style to the RT but differs with 
the 999cc motor.

•	 You get a claimed 
85 HP and 65 lb. ft 
of torque, hooked 
up to a five-speed 
manual gearbox vs the 
6-speed on the RT. 

•	 It weighs a bit less at 
549 lbs. ready to roll, 
and doesn’t include the stock luggage bags of the RT.

•	 Both the RT and the Sixty share the same 41mm forks and 
adjustable shocks, plus the same size single front disc brake.

•	 The Sixty sits the same as the RT with its 25.7 in seat 
height.

•	 It’s only available in Black Metallic unless you step up to 
their Limited model.  Myself, I find a “blacked-out” bike 
super cool.  

•	 Like the RT, it has a small front fairing and mini ape-
hanger-style bars.

•	 Good news for tire enthusiasts: both Sport models come 
standard with Metzeler Cruisetec tires.

My Takeaway
Honestly, over the past couple of years I’ve purposely 

walked through more than one Indian dealership when given 
the chance. I’ve found myself seriously thinking about an 
Indian more and more. I’d like to think of myself as a Harley 
guy for life (no way I’m ditching my current rides), but man, 
those Pursuit Elite and Limited models are looking sweet!

Even though I’m not actively shopping for another 
cruiser, the 2026 release announcements have grabbed my 
attention. This month’s head-to-head between the Sport 
Scout Sixty and the Sport Scout RT sparked my curiosity and 
also encouraged me to dig a little more into comparing 
them both to a couple of H-D offerings for 2026. Staying 
focused between the two bikes in this Two Wheel Takeaway, 
I’d just stick with the Sixty’s “good enough” looks for the cost 
difference. If I were to push myself to the pricing of the RT, 
I’d have to seriously consider what else is out there in the 
market and do another Takeaway. Like the Harley-Davidson 
Sportster S, which seems like a more direct category rival. 

~RJ 
SOURCE: INDIANMOTORCYCLE.COM
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VETERANS VETERANS 
     CORNER     CORNER
Michigan Veterans 

Ride Through 
December

A s December rolls across Michigan, most riders tuck 
their bikes away, trade leather for flannel, and wait 
out the long winter. But for Michigan’s veterans 

who ride, the season isn’t just about storage.  It’s about 
reflection, camaraderie, and keeping the spirit of the road 
alive through the cold months.

Riding Season Reflections
For many veteran riders, the motorcycle isn’t just a 

machine, it’s a form of therapy. The open road offers a 
kind of peace that’s hard to find anywhere else. As the year 
comes to a close, it’s a time to remember the rides shared, 
the brothers and sisters met at stops along Lake Michigan or 
the backroads of the Upper Peninsula, and those no longer 
with us.  If you rode in charity events like the Veterans 
Memorial Run, Ride to Remember, or Toys for Tots Ride, 
December is a good month to look back at the impact those 
miles made. Every mile helps bring awareness, support, and 
healing to our veteran community.

Winter Prep and Safety
Even if you’re not riding much this month, your bike still 

deserves attention. December is the perfect time for:

•	 Winterize your ride: Add fuel stabilizer, check 
antifreeze levels, and keep the battery on a tender.

•	 Inspect your gear: Replace worn gloves or boots 
and make sure your cold-weather layers are still 
roadworthy.

•	 Plan next season’s rides: Whether it’s the Michigan 
Veterans Motorcycle Association (MVMA) state rally or 
a solo trip to the Mackinac Bridge, map out your goals 
early.

For the few who brave winter rides, remember Michigan’s 
roads can turn slick fast. Layer up, ride slow, and watch for 
black ice. Visibility is life—reflective gear and working lights 
make all the difference.

Community Through the Cold
Just because the bikes are parked doesn’t mean the 

brotherhood (and sisterhood) stops. Many veteran 
motorcycle groups host holiday charity drives, meet-ups, 

and coffee nights throughout December. If you’re feeling 
the winter blues, reach out—these gatherings are about 
more than bikes; they’re about connection.

Check in with your local American Legion Riders, Combat 
Veterans Motorcycle Association (CVMA), or Rolling Thunder 
chapter. Whether it’s helping a family in need or just swapping 
stories over a cup of hot coffee, you’re part of a community 
that rides together—even when the engines are quiet.

A December Message
This season, take pride not just in your service, but in the 

roads you’ve traveled and the ones still ahead. The freedom 
we fought for is the same freedom we feel in the saddle.

So, as the snow starts to fall, remember: the road will 
thaw, the sun will rise, and spring will call us back to the 
wind. Until then, keep the spirit alive, look out for your 
brothers and sisters, and ride safe—whether it’s on two 
wheels or just in your heart.

Ride strong. Stay 
warm. and see you 
on the road in 2026.

Sharon K Harvey, 
USAF (Retired)

Sponsored by:

SHARON K. HARVEY
(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF   

“RED”
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December…Did you ever get the feeling that you did some 
good in this world we live in? Well, our organization is 
doing its best to help communities prevent suicide by 

placing benches at local high schools. The bench displays the 
message “You Are NOT Alone” and Call 988 Suicide and Crisis 
Lifeline. The schools place the benches where they get the most 
exposure - where communities show up for school sports or 
activities that bring them all together to help spread the word 
not only to students, but also to families and visitors in the 
district. Recently we have donated benches to 3 more schools 
– Summerfield, Addison and Adrian which brings our total to 17 
different school districts. And our organization has made the 
commitment to get many more done, so help us God!

I want to say a special hello to Sherry Liverance who works very 
hard on suicide prevention and God Bless You!

We all know how stressful the holidays can be, especially when 
they don’t go the way you would like but always remember “You 
Are NOT Alone”. There are family and friends who love you and 
care for you! And if you are called on by someone that needs help, 
please listen.

As the gentle glow of the holiday season envelops us, we pause 
to hope that your Thanksgiving was a true harvest of warmth 
and gratitude. May you have found precious time to gather with 
loved ones, sharing not just a meal, but the deep comfort of easy 
conversation and the joy of reconnecting with the threads that 
make up your family tapestry. With each passing year, as we grow a 
little “older and wiser,” there is a wonderful realization: a growing 
patience and a more agreeable spirit seems to settle over us all, 
making these moments even sweeter.

Now, as the magic of Christmas draws near, let it be the icing 
on the cake of the year. It’s a time when the spirit of generosity, 
symbolized by gifts, blooms into genuine camaraderie and cheer. 
For a brief, blessed time, we are given the grace to set aside the 
tough moments and burdens that led us here, allowing ourselves 
simply to bask in all that is good and beautiful. May your heart 
swell with appreciation for all you have, all you care about, and 
may you give glory for your blessings—felt and cherished now 
more profoundly than ever before.

May your holidays be full of joy and thankfulness. Life is precious 
and please take care of yourself. You are in this world to enjoy life 
and do good.  Please don’t be a grinch. It doesn’t fit you very well.
Stay safe, 
HOT ROD HOT ROD 
BEATONBEATON
President / Hot Rods Motorcycle Awareness and Suicide Prevention Foundation

HOT  RODS TOP ICSHOT  RODS TOP ICS

BE AWARE
MOTORCYCLES
EVERYWHERE

ARE

 Jason Waechter TheMotorcycleLawyer.com 1-877-BIKER-LAW

TIM BOYCHUCK
STATE FARM®
INSURANCE AGENT

967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

Auto, Homeowners
Condo, Renters, 
Motorcycle, Life, 

Health Supplement
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Joker’s Wild composed by: Toni McCoy Shearon | thunderroadsfounder@gmail.com

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits

How did ONE hour make it go from dark at 9pm 
to dark at 6pm? wth? Somebody is lying ....yet 
another cover up! 
-------------------------------------------------------------
TRUTH: Female octopuses will throw rocks at 
males they do not want to mate with. Dayyyyum
Whatever happened to pointing down and shaking 
your head No? 
-------------------------------------------------------------
A truck loaded with Vicks Vaporub overturned on 
the highway, amazingly there was no congestion 
for 8 hours. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
My Dad showed me a 30 minute Powerpoint 
presentation on why one should Always wear a 
condom during sex. 
All the slides were just pictures of me. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
My Therapist suggested I write letter to people 
who make my angry all the time and then bury 
them in the backyard. 
She didn’t say what to do with the letters though.
-------------------------------------------------------------
                  #ANALBUMCOVER 
I read it wrong too, that’s why we’re friends. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Did you know that Dammit I’m Mad spelled back-
wards is still Dammit I’m Mad. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Telemarketer: Hello, am I speaking to the head of 
the household? 
Me, handing the phone to my cat:  It’s for you.
------------------------------------------------------------- 
A blonde & brunette are having a drink and 
brunette mentions that Christmas falls on a Friday 
this year and blonde says, “Omg, I hope it’s not 
the 13th!” 
-------------------------------------------------------------
I am now at the age where picking up a Hottie at 
the Club means buying a rotisserie chicken at 
Costco. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
MERRY CHRISTMAS from our THUNDER ROADS
Family to Yours’. We truly love our Bikers. 
Thruout the holidays it’s stressful and times are 
SO hard for so many, try and help out all you can, 
doesn’t have to be big, it truly is the little things 
that mean the most - such as food. 
Sometimes we just have to be Grateful for all the 
troubles we don’t have. 

Well, I’ll never be asked to go caroling at the 
Psych Hospital again. In hindsight I guess 
singing “Do You Hear What I Hear” was not such 
a great idea. 
------------------------------------------------------------
My ducks may not be all in a row, but at least 
they’re having fun! Your ducks probably dislike 
you for making them line up like that; Control 
Freak!
------------------------------------------------------------
I used to be the total package, but shipping and 
handling did me dirty. Nowadays, I’m a scratch-
and-dent model, sold as-is. 
------------------------------------------------------------
Literally am so jealous of people who know how 
to shut up. I shut up and subtitles come out of 
my face. 
------------------------------------------------------------
Attention Teenagers! Tired of being harassed by 
your stupid parents? ACT NOW! Move out. Get a 
job. Pay your bills, do your laundry, Buy toilet 
paper, toothpaste and essentials .... Do It Now, 
while you still know everything!!
------------------------------------------------------------
My gf was going on about how Love At First Sight 
was an actual reality and gotta’ say, she may be 
right, I mean, I experience and totally believe in 
Annoyed at first sight. 
------------------------------------------------------------
Nutritionist: You’re eating wrong
Dentist: You’re brushing wrong
Parents: You’re living wrong
Wine Store Guy: Excellent Choice 
------------------------------------------------------------
Lil’ Joey to Daddy, “What’s a forklift?” 
Daddy: “Food, usually.” 
------------------------------------------------------------
Sorry I sprayed that WD40 in your mouth, but it 
DID stop that annoying noise you were making. 
------------------------------------------------------------
I simply love putting on warm underwear fresh 
out of the dryer. Plus, it’s so much fun to look 
around the laundromat and guess who they be-
long to. 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Back in my day, Mom didn’t count to 3, She just 
went straight to your full name, and it was in that 
low and slow voice that literally sent chills thru-
out your entire body. 
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®

DECEMBER 2025
December 4 
- 65th Annual Motorcycle Ice Race
Pre-Ice Race Party
Scooters Bar & Grill
6004 Torrey Rd.
Flint, MI
7:00 pm

December 5
- Sanford’s Christmas Ball:
A Fundraiser for Toyz for Kidz
Sanford American Legion Post 443
2080 N. Meridian Rd.
Sanford, MI
Check out Facebook for details

December 6
- 65th Annual Indoor  
Motorcycle Ice Race
Dort Financial Center
3501 Lapeer Rd. 
Flint, MI
More info www.dortfinancialcenter.com

- Christmas for Kids Toy Drive 2025
The Whiskey Jar Brown City
4397 W Burns Line Rd.
Brown City, MI
Check out Facebook for details

December 20
- Photos with Santa!
Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E Pickard St.
Mount Pleasant, MI
Check out Facebook for details

JANUARY 2026
January 11 
- 30th Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet
Marion County Fairgrounds
220 E. Fairground St. 
Marion, OH
More info www.hugeswapmeets.com   
January 23
- ABATE Seminar
Four Points by Sheraton- Saginaw
4960 Town Centre Road
Saginaw, MI
Check out Facebook for details
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter 

of Thunder Roads® Michigan - Please 
patronize our advertisers.

EVENT LISTINGS 
ARE FREE!!! 

Increase your attendance by  posting 
your event in Thunder Roads® 

Magazine of Michigan.

All Advertised Events in our 
Magazine will have their event 
Posted on the Pull Out Calendar 

(specific issues) and your  
Event will be highlighted in the 

Thunder Roads® Events  
Calendar of the Magazine. 

Thunder Roads® 
Magazine of 

Michigan – Your 
Michigan Biker 

Connection

(Call about our Special 
Discounts for Ads for Charity 

Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder 
Roads® Magazine and on our web site, 

send the information to:   
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.  

Event information must be received 
prior to the 10th of the month  

preceding the event month to be  
posted in the magazine. 

Remember to call ahead before planning 
to attend any event as the information/

dates may change. Thunder Roads® 
Michigan is Not responsible for  

errors or omissions.

Monday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Tuesday - Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Sunday CLOSED2 7 2 3  M - 7 6  W e s t  B r a n c h ,  M I  4 8 6 6 1   I   9 8 9 - 3 4 5 - 1 3 3 0

* N O  P U R C H / P A Y M E N T  N E C E S S A R Y .  E n t e r  f r o m  1 1 / 2 8 / 2 0 2 5  9 A M  E S T  u n t i l  1 2 / 3 1 / 2 5  a t  1 1 - 5 0  P M  E S T  a t  a  l o c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  d e a l e r .  Y o u  m u s t  b e
l e g a l  U S  ( e x c l  H I )  r e s .  2 1 +  O t h e r  e l i g i b i l i t y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a p p l y .  T o  e n t e r ,  v i s i t  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  H a r l e y - D a v i d s o n  D e a l e r ,  s c a n  Q R  c o d e  &  f o l l o w
i n s t r u c t i o n s  n o  l a t e r  t h a n k  1 2 / 3 1 / 2 0 2 5  a t  1 1 : 5 9  P M  E S T .  * * O t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  &  e l i g i b i l i t y  l i m i t a t i o n s  a p p l y .   S e e  f u l l  r u l e s  ( a v a i l  a t  p a r t i c i p
H - D  d e a l e r s  o r  o n l i n e  a t  r o l l i n g u s a . c o m )  f o r  p r i z e  d e s c r i p t i o n s .  V o i d  h e r  p r o h i b i t e d .
2 0 2 5  M i g h t y  L o u d  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  a n d  a f f i l i a t e s .   2 0 2 5  H - D  o r  i t ' s  a f f i l i a t e s ,  H - D ,  H a r l e y - D a v i d s o n ,  a n d  t h e  B a r  &  S h i e l d  L o g o  a r e  a m o n g  t h e
t r a d e m a r k s  o f  H a r l e y - D a v i d s o n  M o t o r  C o m p a n y .

N O V E M B E R  2 8

OPEN 9AM-3PM ON DECEMBER 24TH
FOR LAST MINUTE SHOPPERS!

T O
D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,

2 0 2 5
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MC PARTS & SERVICE
508 Fab & V-Twin
508 N. Clinton Ave.
St. Johns, MI 48879

989-292-4508
www.508FabMachining.com

Ball Equipment
11901 S. Beyer Rd.
Birch Run, MI 48415

989-624-4400
www.Ballequip.com

Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle 
804 S. Huron Rd.

Linwood, MI 48634
989-697-5525

www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave

West Branch, MI 48661
989-343-5454

Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S M-76

West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1330

www.Gildnershd.com

Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E Pickard St.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-772-5513

Mid-Michigan’s Only Authorized 
Harley-Davidson Dealership

J & R Cycle
17447 Lasher Rd.
Detroit, MI 48219

313-766-5668
www.jrcustomcycledetroit.com

Klenow’s Customs
3280 Bay Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-284-5972

H-D Customization and Repair

Old Barn Motorcycle Shop
4200 Waltan Rd.
Vassar, MI 48768

989-205-2196
Www.OldBarnMotorCycleShop.Com

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-773-9991

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson of Lapeer
1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Mertz Rd.
Caro, MI 48723
989-683-4130

Check us out on Facebook

Sunfield Cycle Shop
116 West Grand Ledge Highway

Sunfield, MI 48890
517-526-5997

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.

 Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550

www.TractionPowersports.net

Twisted Illusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals

Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & More!

989-280-1439
TwistedIllusionsLighting@gmail.com

UnitedSynthetic - AMSOIL Dealer
Tim Tuohey

H: 248-698-3592  
C: 313-801-0229

Amsoil2u@Yahoo.com
Www.Unitedsynthetic.com

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy.

 Flint, MI 48507
810-234-6646

www.VehicleCityHarley.com

Zip’s 45th Parallel  
Harley-Davidson

980 S. Wisconsin Ave. 
Gaylord, MI 49735

989-732-8000
Www.Zips45thhd.com

MOTORCYCLE 
ORGANIZATIONS

ABATE OF MICHIGAN
LOOK TWICE.  SAVE A LIFE

To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org

Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle 
Awareness & Suicide  

Prevention  Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com

419-349-8075

Lapeer Bike Nights
235 W. Nepessing St.

Lapeer, MI
Downtown Lapeer
Bike Night Friday

Midland Street Bike Nights
Midland Street

Bay City, MI
Westside Bay City
Bike Night Tuesday

Port Huron Motorcycle Club
3376 Griswold Rd.

 Port Huron, MI 48060
810-982-4894

See You at the Races!
P.H.M.C. Since 1948

AUDIO
Insomnia Bagger Audio

158 Peck
Battle Creek, MI 49014

269-224-8119
www.InsomniaBaggerAudio.com
High End Bagger Audio Builds

Top Dog Audio
1005 N. Fancher

Mt.Pleasant, MI 48895
989-773-4705

Best Prices, Service & Quality

BARS & 
RESTAURANTS

A&W Restaurant
1514 Washington St.

Midland, MI
989-832-3811

Bike Night Every 3rd Saturday

Auburn Hotel & Tavern
101 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, MI 48611

989-266-3114
Veteran Owned and Operated

Bike Night Thursday

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.

Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170

Full Bar & Pub Menu
Thursday Ride in Specials

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Buckley Roadside Bar
116 W. Wexford Ave.
Buckley, MI 49620

231-269-4170
Outdoor Bar Area

Bike Night Thursday

Buckwild Saloon
9258 Foster Rd.

Fostoria, MI 48435
989-795-1082

Bike Night Tuesday

Chicky’s Paradise Saloon
133 N Main St.

Almont, MI 48003
810-614-1045

Bike Night Sunday

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,  
Sports & Sprits!

Doc’s on the River
9121 North US-31

Free Soil, MI 49411
231-621-1744

Bike Night Wednesday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, MI 48832
989-463-4693

Bike Night Wednesday

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.

Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5791

Wednesday Ride in Specials

Jailhouse Bar & Grill
2707 Nelson St.

Manistee, MI 49660
Outdoor Seating

JJ’s Roadhouse
 9620 Gratiot Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48609
989-401-1025

Drinks – Food – Good Times
Bike Night Wednesday

Otter Lake Bar
5845 Genesee Ave.

Otter Lake, MI 48464
810-793-7797

Bike Night Wednesday

Parisville Saloon
5495 Priemer Rd.

Parisville, MI 48470
989-912-0803

Beer and Shot Bar

Remies Bar
111 S. Third St.

Marquette, MI 49855
906-226-9133
Rider Owned

A Marquette Legend Since 1934!

Ryders Bar & Grill
2650 W. Midland Rd.
Midland, MI 48642

989-423-1990
Inside/Outside Seating
Bike Night Tuesdays

Scooter’s Bar & Grill
6004 Torrey Rd.
Flint, MI 48507
(810) 655-6884

Bike Night Wednesday

Silver Bullet Saloon
8347 E Washington Rd.

Branch, MI 49402
231-898-8400

The Final Pour Gazebo Bar
1020 E. Huron

Au Gres, MI 48703
989-876-4653

Full Bar & Menu
Best Outdoor Bar Seating

The Tipsy Cowboy Food & Spirits
116 W Pinconning Rd.
Pinconning, MI 48650

989-879-1551
Bike Night 4th Wednesday  

of the Month

The Otherside Bar & Grill
8301 Midland Rd.

Freeland, MI 48623
989-695-5563

Bike Night Thursday

Tool Shed Pub & Grub
12 W. Munger Rd.
Munger, MI 48747

989-233-3630
Bike Night Thursday

NEW OWNERS!
 

The Whiskey Jar
4397 Main St.

Brown City, MI 48416
810-346-3028

Bike Night Tuesday

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, MI 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.

Downtown Hastings, MI
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer

Bikers Always Welcome

The Whyte Goose
108 State St.

Bay City, MI 48706
989-895-5342

Woody’s Tavern
2517 Baldwin Rd.
Fenton, MI 48430

810-373-6108
Daily 2-Wheel Specials

Bike Night Sunday

CHURCHES
Church Of The Living Word

Blessing Of The Bikers
1100 N. Ovid Rd.
Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.Org

FUNERAL SERVICES
Tombstone Hearse Co

For use at ANY Funeral Home, 
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs Notice

734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

LOANS & FINANCING
Pickers Pawn

819 W. Houghton Lake Dr.
Prudenville, MI 48651

989-387-2584
Open Monday - Saturday

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals

800-373-2333
www.SecurityCU.org

Wheeler Dealer Super Pawn
3865 Wilder Rd.

Bay City, MI 48706
989-545-0912

Stan’s Corner Plaza

LODGING & CAMPING
Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar
Campground And Cabins

W, 17838 US-2
Gould City, MI 49838

906-477-6983
Home of the Rendezvous Rally

Father’s Day Weekend

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Riffle River Trail

West Branch, MI 48661 
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com

Bike Bash
Old Highway Campground

14335 US-12
 Brooklyn, MI 49230

517-662-1782
Brooklynmarket@

usa2goquickstore.com

Oscoda Area Convention  
& Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, MI
1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

INSURANCE
State Farm -Tim Boychuck

967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
Rider Owned!

LEGAL SERVICES
Michigan Biker Law

37699 6 Mile Rd. Ste. 250
Livonia, MI 48152

1-800-MI-Biker
www.Michiganbiker.com

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
The Motorcycle Lawyer

Free Legal Advice
877-Biker-Law

www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com
No Win/ No Fee Promise

VEHICLE PARTS  
& SERVICES

Henderson Brothers 
Rustproofing

Since 1962
402 E. Lyon

Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

Suspension Maxx
1692 Marquette Ave.
Bay City, MI 48706

(888) 629-9226
www.SuspensionMaxx.com

SERVICES
Musselman Excavating, LLC

Biker Owned
“We do it in the Dirt”

989-777-0822
www.MusselmanExcavatingLLC.com

Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication
2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815

www.OreoWelding.com

Precision Lawn Sprinklers
Residential & Commercial
Sales, Installation, Service

Free Estimates
989-755-4136

Speedway Fuel  
and Convenience Store

288 E. Huron Rd.
Vassar, MI 48678
Bikers Welcome!

Fueling Your Ride for Over 70 Years!

TATOO PARLOR
Hourglass Tattoo
309 E. Midland St.
Bay City, MI 48706

989-316-2051
$30 Thursday – 

 By Appointment Only!

Pick up your FREE copy of THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN  
at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue. 

 Thank you to all our supporters for making  
THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN the #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.
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