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".Klenow”é'Customs LLC,'
~your premier destination for

customization and repair.
_ ~ With a passion for
motorcycles and a commitment
~to excellence, we specialize
N - in transforming your ride
*L:y: 2o intoa true reflection” of
==l your style and personality.

I gygp

r

A =Rk = b - -
Klenow’ s Customs
3280 Bay Rd.Saginaw, MI 48603 A

Monday — Friday CORAEQTD
85 pm 989-284-5972

&

SCAN ME y

full-service Harley-Davidson®

0”&9&
MOTORCVCLE GIVEQAWAY FOR

WRECKED RIDER FUND

Win a 1999 Harley Davidson Fat Boy.

All ticket sales go to the Wrecked Rider Fund to help
bikers who have been involved in a motorcycle accident
and need immediate funds for housing, utilities and
necessities.

SCAN TO GET YOUR TICKET

<’/ Because ... happens!

Thank You to Our Partners

Family Campground
Sumner, Michigan

WholesalePayroll

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE NOVEMBER 2025 1




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Letter From The OWners .......iiamimmsicos 3
Charlie Chaplain’s Corner .......c....cusinnmnenineisin 4
231 E (] IO P T e i, ST i e B ol 6
ABATE e e R A T s T B e TR 7
18+ Places-To Visit In Michigan on Veteran’s Day.... 8
Drop The Clutch -Rob-Norton........c.oo i 14
Big E - Accessory ReVIEW ........cusrismimsus it ressasas 16
Center Calendar.............i i e siansiens 18
Readers Rides - Randy Meyer ... 20
Veterans COMMer ..o i iiisissisrsssnssass st amssivitas 22
| 2770 2o [ e L e i S ey e 24
HOL ROAS TOPIES o v cons i v st e darits il 27
Storm Chasers Drink ReCipe .....c....ccomseesmsersmsnesiss 28
JOkB RS W e o T e amusseiatis e P8 29
........................................................................... 31
.......................................................................... 32
............................................. 34

ON THE
COVER
THANK YOU
VETERANS!

LOCATION:
SAGINAW VALLEY
NAVAL IMUSEUIM

The opinions expressed in any articles are those of the author, and not

necessarily that of Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine, its owner or its employees.

©ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO PART OF ITS CONTENT MAY BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT WRITTEN PER-
MISSION. PUBLISHER ASSUMES NO RESPONSIBILITY AND IS NOT TO BE HELD LIABLE FOR ERRORS
BEYOND THE COST OF THE SPACE OCCUPIED BY THE ERROR, SLANDER OF ANY GROUP OR INDIVID-
UAL, FAILURE TO PRODUCE ANY ISSUE AS SCHEDULED DUE TO REASONS BEYOND OUR CONTROL,
ANY AND ALL SUITS FOR LIABLE, PLAGIARISM, COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT AND UNAUTHORIZED USE
OF A PERSON’S NAME OR PHOTOGRAPH. OPINIONS AND CLAIMS MADE BY ADVERTISERS AND AU-
THORS ARE THEIR OWN, AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THE POLICY OF THUNDER ROADS
MAGAZINE® OR THUNDER PUBLISHING. PUBLISHER DOES NOT PROMOTE THE ABUSE OF ALCOHOL
OR OTHER DRUGS.

2 NOVEMBER 2025 THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE

STAFF
THUNDER ROADS®

N
’%ézm

MlGHlGAN

THUNDER ROADS®
MICHIGAN MAGAZINE

STATE OWNERS [ PUBLISHERS
RJ-& ALY
Po Box 1782, Midland, MI-48641-1782
RJ Cell: 989-948-4644
Email: RJ@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com
Email: Aly@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

ADVERTISING SALES|DISTRIBUTION
Ben Weirauch | 989-332-1372
Ben@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Chloe Monville [ 989-860-9640
Chloe@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Eric Kruer | 231-613-2819
Big-E@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Jen Dabrowski | 989-316-8079
Jen@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

Samantha Talbot [ 313-492-0563
Samantha@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

LAYOUT & DESIGN
Meredith Hancock / Art Director / Thunder Publishing

WEBSITE DESIGN
RJ Calles

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS & PHOTOGRAPHERS

Hot Rod Beaton, Sharon K. Harvey “Red”,
RJ Calles, James Shibley,
Jon Aka Smoke, Merry Garrett Aka Rabbit,
Dean “Charlie Chaplain” Titus, Greg “Johnny” Denay
Eric Kruer Aka Big E

NATIONAL FOUNDERS
Toni McCoy Shearon & Brian Shearon
Thunder Publishing, LLC Offices: 615-792-0040
e-mail:thunderroadsfounder@gmail.com
www.thunderroadsmagazine.com

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

LETTER FROM THIE OWNERS ,
: : ; ' Mrﬂll MADE IN THE USA m‘ .
ell, it looks like- Mother Nature finally flippedthe —E M——_———* —
w switch. Summer’s packed up-and moved out, Tine First fr7 Suprtiretics
and fall is-ready to submitto a Michigan winter. TIM TUOHEY
The nights are colder, .the days are shorter, and many bike Referral# 5639969
owners have found shefter for their steel-horses-As Muchras - [t
we hate to admit it, it's time to-tuck-away the.summer toys
and settle in.for the long-Michigan winter-ahead.

RJand I'have already kicked off-our “off-season projects”—
though not exactly-the-fun kind.. Somehow, we ended-up
knee-deep in.some unexpected heme renovations: You know
how:that goes: one little-fix turns into five more,-and before
you know it, yourweekends are booked until'spring. Nething
glamarous, justthe kind of “real life™ projects that show:up
uninvited. But-hey;it'll keep-us‘busy.while the-snow flies-and

UNITEDSYNTHETIC
White Lake, Michigan

& Bradenton, Florida
Cell: (313) 801-0229 «H: (248) 698-3592

Amsoil2ZU@Yahoo.com

www.UnitedSynthetic.com
Visit websﬂe for FF.'.EE Latalog

maybe-make-the wintergo by a little faster. ;o
With Thanksgiving right areund-the-corner, we're trying to - -
keep'thingsin perspective. Evenin the chaos of drywall dust OPEN7 DAYS

and-paint-cans;-there’s’alotto be grateful for—family, friends, TWER

and theincredible community that keeps this riding:scene alive
all'yearlong: So,-when the turkey’s carved and the pie’s gone,
here’s-hoping you can take a-minute to-kick back-and count
thosebtessingstoo:

On the bright-side, we've got something bigto look forward
t0.-As you've-probably seen-on the.-cover, we're already ramping
up-for.ourUSS Edson event, coming your way-in September
2026. That might sound.like a‘long-way off; butthe planning.is
ready to set sale—and trust me,.it’s going to be one hell of-a
weekend. Go ahead and circle the weekend of September 11th,
2026 on your calendar now. You're not going to want to miss
this one.

We’ll be sharing more details as things come together, but it's
already shaping up to be a great time—friends, bikes, camping,
entertainment, and a whole lot of fun for our U.S. veterans and
first responders!

So, for now, it’s back to
coffee, tools, and hoping
winter takes it easy on us
this year. Here’s to getting
through the cold months
quickly, finding a few things
to be thankful for along
the way, and dreaming of
those first warm riding days
again.

Happy Veterans Day to
ALL U.S. veterans out there
and Happy Thanksgiving
everyone!

RI Y ALy

SUBSCRIBE

Video Reviews | Event Boverage | Bide Festage

SGRFMHM. hining.com
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER: SURROUNDED BY STRENGTH

BY CHAPLAIN CHARLIE
here’s a story in the Old Testament that stops me in my tracks
Tevery time | read it. It's found in 2 Kings 6:15-17, where the
prophet Elisha and his servant wake up to find themselves
surrounded by enemy forces. The servant panics — as most of us would
— and cries out, “Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?”

Elisha answers calmly, “Don’t be afraid. Those who are with us are more
than those who are with them.”

Then he prays, “Lord, open his eyes so that he may see.” And in that
moment, the servant’s eyes are opened — and he sees the hills full
of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. God had already sent
heavenly protection before the first arrow ever flew.

That passage has been on my heart lately, especially as the world feels
more uncertain than ever. Every time | see another news headline or hear
about another tragedy, | think about that servant. | think about how easy
it is to forget that as children of God, we’re never standing alone on the
battlefield.

The Hills Are Still Full

Now, | don’t know about you, but I've been on a few roads where
| could feel the enemy circling. Maybe you have too. Sometimes it’s
not soldiers — it’s stress, sickness, temptation, depression, or doubt.
It's the weight of the world pressing down, whispering that you're
outnumbered and outmatched.

But the same God who filled those hills with chariots of fire is still in
command today. The same God who stood by Elisha stands by you and
me. The same power that raised Christ from the dead lives in us — and
that’s what the Apostle John meant when he said, “Greater is He that is
in you than he that is in the world.” (1John 4:4)

Let that sink in for a moment. The same Spirit that calmed the storm,
cast out demons, and rolled away the stone — that'’s the Spirit riding
shotgun with you every single day.

The Ride Ahead Is Already Protected

| live near Sanford, Michigan, a small town with more heart than
square mileage. If you've ever been through here, you know we've seen
our share of trials. Between the flood that wiped us out and the slow
rebuilding that followed, Sanford folks have learned what it means to
keep the faith when the odds are stacked high.

But you know what? God had already sent the help before the first
dam broke. He sent neighbors with chainsaws, churches with food,
riders with trucks and trailers, and volunteers from all over Michigan
who showed up out of nowhere. It wasn't coincidence — it was
providence. Just like those chariots of fire waiting on the hillside.

Sometimes, when | ride out past the rebuilt bridges or roll through
downtown and see the little shops open again, | think about how God
rides ahead of us. He prepares the path even when we can’t see what's
around the bend. The asphalt might still have cracks, but the road is
open.

Faith in the Rearview

We bikers tend to like seeing what's ahead — that long stretch of
open highway, that next destination on the map. But the truth is, a lot
of life is ridden on blind curves. You don't see the deer until it's already
in your lane. You don't see the gravel until you're leaning in.

Faith, though — faith is trusting that even when the fog rolls in, the
Lord already has His angels out there guarding your line. Psalm 91 says,
“He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your
ways.” That's not just poetry — that’s a promise.

And it doesn’t mean life’s going to be smooth pavement all the way.
I've ridden through rain so hard my boots filled with water, and I've hit
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potholes that nearly rattled my fillings out. But through it all, | can look
back and see that God never once left me stranded on the side of the
road.

Greater Is He That’s in You

You see, when you belong to God, you don’t ride solo anymore. The
world can throw its worst at you — sickness, heartbreak, betrayal, fear
— but none of it can overpower the One who lives inside you.

That'’s what the Apostle John meant when he wrote those words to
early believers who were facing persecution, mockery, and death. He
was reminding them — and us — that the Spirit within us is greater
than the spirit of this world.

So when the enemy rolls up looking mean, revving his engine, flashing
his lights, you don’t have to panic. You don’t have to fight in your own
strength. You just keep your hands steady, eyes up, and heart focused on
the One who already won the battle.

The Thunder Roads® Connection

That’s one of the reasons | love Thunder Roads® Magazine. It’s not just
about chrome and horsepower — it’s about community. Every issue
reminds us that bikers, for all our independence, are part of something
bigger. We watch out for each other on the road, raise money for kids at
Christmas, and show up when a brother or sister goes down.

That's the same kind of brotherhood God calls us to — to stand
together, lift each other up, and remind each other that we're
surrounded by strength.

Open Eyes, Open Heart

So this month, as the leaves fall and the cold sets in, maybe take a
quiet moment before you fire up the bike. Look around — not just with
your eyes, but with your spirit. Maybe you'll see the hills differently this
time. Maybe you'll realize that God’s been sending His chariots ahead all
along — in the friend who checks in, in the stranger who helps, in the
peace that suddenly settles your heart when you didn’t think it could.

And when the road feels dark, remember this truth straight from
Scripture:
“Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”

We're not outnumbered. We’re surrounded.

Closing Thoughts
So ride strong, my friends. Hold your line. Keep the faith. The world
will keep trying to surround us, but our God has already done it first —
with angels, with grace, and with a love that never quits.
And if you ever forget that, look to the hills.
They're still full.

Until next time —

Ride safe, ride blessed and keep
your eyes on the One who rides
before you.

Gapplai

Chaplain Dean Titus (Charlie)
Sanford American
Legion Riders #443
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(MRF) 41st Annual Meeting of the Minds Conference held in

Shreveport, LA, a legislative strategy session was hosted by the
MRF’s Legislative Committee. The purpose of the session was to
establish and prioritize the MRF’s 2026 Federal Legislative Agenda.

Legislative issues fall into one of three priority categories: high,
medium and monitor. This list remains fluid and may be adapted
depending on the issue or political environment.

Below is a brief description of just the top 12 issues on the MRF’s
2026 agenda listed as “High Priority.” The January 2026 issue
of the American Biker Journal will have more details on each of
these High Priority issues, as well as the full list of an additional 12
priorities that fall in the “Medium” or
“Monitor” classification.

As a reminder, all MRF members
receive a copy of the American Biker AGENDA
Journal with their membership.

If you're not a member of the MRF,
click the button below to join in and Sive B
support our work in Washington, D.C. 1l
toward freedom and safety for street
motorcyclists.

The 2026 Motorcycle Riders Profiting

Foundation Legislative Priorities List L

I n September, at the 2025 Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s

Right T Repair

HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES:

* Autonomous Vehicles: Advocate and monitor any legislation
or regulations related to motorcycles concerning connected and
autonomous vehicles.

* Crash Avoidance: Continue to promote the theme of crash
avoidance versus safer crashing, urging the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the U.S. Department
of Transportation (DOT) to focus on crash prevention and support
rider education by providing funding and other resources.

 Data Recording: Pursue legislative language that any collected
or available vehicle data is the property of the consumer and in
which the consumer has the choice of whether to opt-in to having
their personal data communicated to interested parties.

* Definition of a Motorcycle: Educate policymakers and
advocate for change to the current definition that better reflects
the current two and three-wheel motorcycle landscape.

» Emission Regulations: Engage the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) & Congress on any activity related to motorcycle
emission regulations.

» Helmet Laws|Equipment Mandates: Oppose any mandatory
federal helmet or personal protective equipment/apparel
mandates.

« Internal Combustion Engines: Work to ensure the survival of
internal combustion engines.

« Profiling: Sustain lobbying efforts for the passage of
resolutions or legislation that promote awareness and the

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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#eme® 1 2026 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

prohibition of motorcyclist profiling.

« Renewable Fuels: Advocate for targeted changes to the
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS).

* Right to Repair/Modify: Protect and advocate for “Right to
Repair” provisions that allow consumers the ability to repair and
modify their motorcycles.

« Surface Transportation Reauthorization (Highway Bill):
Advocate and pursue legislative efforts related to the next highway
bill reauthorization (the current act is set to expire in 2026).

 Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology: Monitor and ensure
that motorcycles and motorcyclists are a specific and unique
category or classification.

Remember, a full list of all 24 items on the
legislative agenda with further details will be
included in your January issue of the American
Biker Journal. Thank you for supporting the MRF.

It's time to get to work!

*Information provided by MRF.ORG
v b ST

.. Thanks again,

’E Merry S. Garrett
9 Proud lifetime member of ABATE
Board Member, State Events Chair, RC Region 6 (covering

Gladwin, Midland, Bay City and Arenac counties)

. - — > "
~-ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR
. CELEBRATION L
Jan. 23-24.,2026

Four Points by Sheraton Saginaw
989-790-5050
4960 Towne Centre Rd, Saginaw, MI,
Seventy's theme Saturday night.
Come dressed in your best
hippie outfit and dance to the
saventies

Reservations must be mads
40 a night for room OOK TWICE - SAVE A LIFE
MOTORCYCLES
ARE
EVERYWHERE
Region Raffiss [ mmaATm o sascriioiaed |
Voting for new and Improved

Breakoul sssslons

Flaass ask for ABATE Blook

Livelsllent

bylaws and board membars Mearry Garratt 73465297389
on Sunday morning Pam Fischer 3133104888
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BY JAMES ANDERSEN: AWESOMEMITTEN.COM

eterans Day holds a special place in the hearts of
many Michiganders. The annual November holiday,
which honors veterans of the armed forces and

those soldiers killed in action, pays tribute to thousands of
Michiganders who served their country with honor.

Because of the high esteem with which veterans are held,
dozens of cities and communities in the Mitten State have
erected memorials to honor veterans of all conflicts, thereby
offering many places to visit in Michigan on Veterans
Day.

From sprawling memorials to museums to small, quiet
tributes, there are plenty of spots to pay tribute to those
who served in the armed forces and reflect on what the
holiday really means.

Veterans Memorial Gardens
2074 N Aurelius Rd, Holt, Ml 48842

The centerpiece
of this park is
the Veteran’s
Memorial. It
represents every
branch of the
military and lists
local veterans who
served in World
War I, Korea,
Vietnam, and the
Gulf War.

Those who
keep up the park
have worked to
beautify it, and
thatis evident
in the many
plantings and
gardens around
the park, including a butterfly garden.

Other features of the park include an amphitheater and a
cascading water fountain. Also, the park has a Purple Heart
Memorial, which pays tribute to those who were wounded
or killed in action. Additionally, the park has a POW/[MIA
Memorial, which honors those missing in action, as well as
prisoners of war.
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Fort Custer National Cemetery
15501 Dickman Rd, Augusta, Ml 49012

Named for famed U.S. General George A. Custer, Fort
Custer is one of two national cemeteries in Michigan. More
than 30,000 veterans are interred there.

The cemetery features a wide variety of memorials —
nearly three dozen, in fact — lined along a memorial
pathway to honor the country’s veterans.

The cemetery’s main road features an Avenue of Flags — a
row of more than 150 flag poles. There are also an additional
50 flags — one for each of the 50 states — arranged in a
semicircle at the end of the road.

Muskegon Veteran’s Memorial Park
401 N Causeway, Muskegon, MI 49445

Situated at
the east end
of Muskegon
Lake, Veteran’s
Memorial Park
in Muskegon,
Michigan, is
located on
28 acres and
honors veterans
with several
memorials.

On the north
end of the park,
visitors will
find a Vietnam
memorial.

A fountain
occupies the south end of the park. As visitors travel the
Causeway, they can see both pieces. Throughout the park,
visitors can traverse along a walkway with a series of bronze
plaques. These plaques have been purchased by those who
wish to honor loved ones who have served.
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Grand Rapids Veterans Memorial Park
101 E Fulton NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49503

The park here includes pillars paying tribute to veterans
who served in multiple conflicts.

Initially, five pillars were constructed to honor those
who served in WWII and the Korean War. In 1975, Vietnam
War veterans were honored with the addition of two more
pillars.

The annual Veteran’s Day parade in Grand Rapids begins
on Division Street and continues south to eventually
end at Veterans Memorial Park, where a Ceremony of
Remembrance takes place.

Great Lakes National Cemetery
4200 Belford Rd, Holly, Ml 48442

Established in 2005, this is one of the Mitten State’s two
national cemeteries, along with Fort Custer. Across 544
acres, the cemetery has more than 23,000 interments,
including veteran and former football player Lynn
Chandnois.

The cemetery has several features, including a memorial
wall, a committal shelter, and a visitor center. The memorial
wall is inscribed with the names of veterans whose remains
were not recovered or identified.

NAL CEMETERY

[

L

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Michigan Vietnam
Memorial at Island Park

337S Main St, Mt Pleasant, Ml 48858

Believe it or not, this is Michigan’s first Vietnam War

memorial, and it pays tribute to Michiganders who served
during that time. Visitors here can spend time looking at
more than a dozen plaques that commemorate the 2,705
casualties suffered during the war. A tranquil river adds
to the park’s peacefulness, and there’s a flag gallery, a
footbridge, and an information booth too.

Withington Park
410 W Michigan Ave, Jackson, MI 49201

Located at the western end of downtown Jackson, this

park hosts Jackson’s Veterans Day ceremony each year.
The park is named for Jackson native and former Civil War
General William Withington.

Multiple monuments are in the park, honoring those who

served. One of the most prominent statues is the Soldiers’
and Sailors’ Memorial Statue, which was dedicated in July
1904.

While you’re here, check out the other things to do during

fall in Jackson, Michigan.

CONTINUED...
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https://www.delhitownshipmi.gov/Facilities/Facility/Details/Veterans-Memorial-Gardens-5
https://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/ftcuster.asp
https://muskegon-mi.gov/parks/veterans-memorial-park/
https://www.awesomemitten.com/things-to-do-in-muskegon-mi/
https://www.awesomemitten.com/things-to-do-in-muskegon-mi/
https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Directory/Places/Parks/Veterans-Memorial-Park
https://www.awesomemitten.com/things-to-do-in-grand-rapids-michigan/
https://www.cem.va.gov/cem/cems/nchp/greatlakes.asp
https://meetmtp.com/places/vietnam-veterans-memorial-bridge/
https://meetmtp.com/places/vietnam-veterans-memorial-bridge/
https://www.cityofjackson.org/Facilities/Facility/Details/Withington-Park-32
https://joininjackson.com/things-to-do-in-fall-jackson-michigan/
https://joininjackson.com/things-to-do-in-fall-jackson-michigan/

Unknown Soldier Sculpture
at Little Flanders Field

Alpena, MI

On the shores of Lake Huron in Northeast
Michigan, Alpena annually honors veterans with a Veteran’s
Day ceremony at Little Flanders Field.

There, visitors will find a sculpture that honors the
unknown soldier, which was dedicated in 1987. The bronze
statue depicts a soldier holding a rifle and wearing a helmet
atop a stone pedestal with an inscription that reads,
“Dedicated to the Unknown Soldier.” A reflecting pool also
surrounds the pedestal. Alpena’s Veteran’s Day ceremony
at Little Flanders Field is well attended by residents and
includes speeches, patriotic music, and the laying of
wreaths to honor veterans.

HERE RESTS [
HONORED GLORY
AN AMERIC AN SOLDIER
ENOWN BuT TC Gop

Air Zoo
6151 Portage Rd, Portage, Ml 49002

The Air Zoo is a popular attraction in Southwest Michigan,
and on Veterans Day, it hosts exhibits and activities that
help the community understand just how important that
day is.

On Veterans Day, veterans and their families are admitted
to the Air Zoo free of charge. In past years, the museum
has included a free breakfast for veterans, which provides a
space for them and their guests to mingle and enjoy the Air
Zoo.
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Washtenaw County
Vietnam Veterans Memorial

1944 Veterans Mem Dr, Ypsilanti, Ml 48197

As the only Vietnam War memorial in Washtenaw County,
this monument holds a special significance for local
veterans.

The triangle-shaped, black granite memorial is designed
to look almost exactly like the Vietnam Memorial in
Washington D.C. It’s five-sided, and each side represents a
different branch of the military.

The names of those who died in action are listed by
community, and three flags at the memorial are meant to
represent three soldiers from Washtenaw County who are
listed as missing in action.

Greater Plainwell Veterans Memorial
201-277 N Sherwood Ave, Plainwell, Ml 49080

This memorial was dedicated on Veterans Day in 2009.
The memorial offers visitors a place to quietly reflect,
and the soft sounds of the Kalamazoo River add to the
tranquility. Today, the GPVM stands as a fitting tribute to
those who served and their families.
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Traverse City Veterans Memorial Park
902-998 W Eleventh St, Traverse City, Ml 49684

Dedicated in September 2011, the park features a large
granite monument, which is inscribed with the names of
veterans from the Grand Traverse area who have served in
the military.

In 2017, Traverse City became the first city in Michigan to
erect a Gold Star Mother Statue, and it was added to the
park. The statue honors mothers whose children died in
defense of the United States and depicts a mother sitting on
a bench holding a folded American flag.

Michigan Vietnam Veterans Memorial

East of Hall of Justice, bet. Allegan & Ottowa Sts.,
W Ottawa St, Lansing, Ml 48915

In Lansing, this memorial — designed by New York
architect Alan Gordon — features a suspended, arc-shaped
steel wall, measuring 110 feet high by 120 feet long that
honors the 2,654 Michigan residents who lost their lives in
the Vietnam War.

The casualties on the wall are listed on plaques in
alphabetical order by county. On the north side of the wall
is a timeline of events from the Vietnam War, spanning
from 1959-1975. On the east side of the wall is a plaque that
describes the memorial’s purpose.

Opposite the wall is a bench with metal plates, meant
to represent casualties from the United States and its
territories.
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The Mlchlgan WWII Legacy Memorlal
37100 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48073

This project is the brainchild of architect Michael J.
Gordon, and construction for this impressive memorial
began in 2022 with the first phase of construction.

Phase one of the project includes the installation of flag
poles to honor service members from all branches, the
installation of more than 1,000 paver bricks for a Walk
of Honor, the installation of the first statue, and pouring
footings for future statues.

The long-term goal for the memorial is to build a Wall of
Stars honoring more than 15,000 Michigan lives lost during
WWII. The two-sided wall will measure 50 feet long and 10
feet high. Also, the memorial features a map of Michigan that
honors Michigan’s contributions to World War I, including
Detroit’s contributions as “The Arsenal of Democracy.”

War Memorials in Wyandotte
Van Alstyne St, Wyandotte, Ml 48192

Located in along the Detroit River, there are memorials
honoring veterans of the Vietnam War, WWI, and WWII,
as well as a Purple Heart memorial. The Purple Heart
monument was one of the first of its kind dedicated in the
United States in 1943.

In addition, the
park includes a
Freedom Tree, which
is dedicated to PFC—
Gregory Rea Benton
and all prisoners of war
and those missing in
action.
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Michigan Fallen Heroes Memorial
1200 N Telegraph Rd, Pontiac, Ml 48341
This memorial honors firefighters and police officers from

Michigan who lost their lives in the line of duty. It is the only
memorial in Michigan to do this.

A bronze statue depicting a kneeling firefighter and a
kneeling police officer was unveiled in 2022, and a granite
wall etched with the names of the fallen was added in 2005.

The wall has more than 800 names on it, with the earliest
dating back to 1864. Landscaping, brick pavers, and in-
ground lighting were added in 2009 along with signage in
2010, creating a space for tribute and reflection.

Michigan’s Military Heritage Museum
371 N Wisner St, Jackson, MI 49202

President Abraham Lincoln once exclaimed, “Thank God
for Michigan,” when the Mitten State’s troops reported
for duty during the Civil War. The museum’s mission is to
preserve stories like that and so many others, as well as
honor the thousands of Michiganders who have served their
country.

Michigan has played a role in many U.S. conflicts, and the
museum tells the stories of the everyday soldiers who served
through artifact displays, pictures, oral and written histories,
and so much more.
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Veterans Memorial Park
of Northeast Michigan

4400 N Skeel Ave, Oscoda, MI 48750

This park is located on about 6 acres and consists of a
Pentagon Service Monument, a visitors center, and a Circle
of Flags. Also, the park includes a Purple Heart Memorial
and a Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

The Pentagon Service Monument simulates the Pentagon
in Washington and is made up of 10 wall sections shaped to
form five walls. On the inside, the wall sections are adorned
with memorial blocks that display the service information of
veterans.

The walls are lit at night by LED lights shining on each wall,
and the outside wall sections will someday feature laser-
engraved murals depicting different service branches and
equipment.
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More Spots to Visit on Veterans Day
* Washtenong Memorial Park — 3771 Whitmore Lake Rd
in Ann Arbor

Michigan War Veterans Memorial — \Woodward Ave
and W State Fair, Detroit

* Michigan Soldiers and Sailors Monument — Campus
Martius Park, Detroit

* The War Memorial — 32 Lake Shore Dr, Grosse Pointe Farms

* Michigan War Dog Memorial — 25805 Milford Rd,
South Lyon

» Veterans Memorial Garden of Westland — 6123
Central City Pkwy, Westland

« Denny Craycraft Veterans Freedom Park — 100 Depot
St, Belding

* Rose Park Veterans Memorial — 645 E Michigan Ave,
Kalamazoo
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* Michigan State Firemen’s Memorial — 1337 Robinson
Lake Rd, Roscommon

* Freedom Park — 305 W Elizabeth St, Fenton

* Michigan Heroes Museum — 1250 Weiss St,
Frankenmuth

* Midland Veterans Memorial — 201-223 W Main St,
Midland

» Civil War Memorial — 436 E Maumee St, Adrian

Auto, Homeowners
Condo, Renters,
Motorcycle, Life,

Health Supplement

Plan Your Visit to a Michigan Veterans
Memorial Today

With so many places to visit in Michigan on Veterans Day,
you don’t have to travel far to honor a family member, a
friend, or an acquaintance every November. Even if you don’t
have a direct connection to a veteran, you can still travel to a
veteran’s park to pay your respects.

967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, M1 48640
989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

TIMBOYCHUCK

STATE FARM®
INSURANCE AGENT

These memorials in so many Michigan cities have been
carefully planned and expertly crafted to stand out in their
respective locations, but they’re also meant to be heartful
tributes to every single soldier who served the United States.

As Veterans Day draws closer, make plans to visit a
Michigan Veterans memorial. It’s a great way to pay tribute
and a good way to remember those who served to protect
the freedoms we hold so dear.

Follow Awesome Mitten on Facebook!

AWESOME
a MITTEN

s
A/ S

AN

® MEN'S GROOMING SPECIALIST
CLIPPER AND Scisson CUTS
BEARD GROOMING

| FACIAL WAXING
HAIR & BEARD PRODUCT SPECIALIST

989.860.9640

ITY, M1 48708

_. CHAIR WITH CHLOI
ADBEHINDTHECHAIRWITHCHLO]
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https://mwvm.grobbel.org/
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https://mwdm.org/
https://westlandlibrary.org/visiting-the-library/veterans-memorial-garden/
https://beldingveteranspark.net/
https://www.kzooparks.org/Parks-Facilities/Rose-Park-Veterans-Memorial
https://www.facebook.com/michiganstatefiremensmemorial/
https://www.cityoffenton.org/facilities/facility/details/Freedom-Park-4
https://www.miheroes.org/
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https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=231261

WRITTEN BY ROB NORTON, AKA
“BIG YETI” HOST OF RIDE WITH PURPOSE

hen we talk about suicide among veterans,
there is no sugarcoating it. One life lost is one
too many. Every single number on those charts

and reports represents a person who wore the uniform,
carried the weight of service, and deserved to live a full
life beyond it.

But lately, the numbers are shifting. The VA's latest data
shows that the average daily suicide rate among veterans
has declined. It is not the finish line, but it is a crack of light
in a fight that has felt too dark for too long.

So, what does this decline mean?

* Awareness is turning into action. More people are
talking about mental health. Veterans are finding the
courage to speak up, and their brothers and sisters are
learning to listen without judgment.

» Resources are reaching the right hands. Programs
like the Veterans Crisis Line, peer support networks, and
community-based initiatives are connecting vets with real
help when they need it most.

* Community matters. Whether it is a motorcycle club,
a veteran support group, or a neighbor who gives a damn,
having someone who notices when you are not okay makes
a difference.

The Drop the Clutch, Lose the F*cks campaign is about that
same raw honesty. Life is short, and pretending does not save
lives. What saves lives is showing up, being real, and standing
in the gap when a brother or sister feels like falling.
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The decline in numbers is good news, but it is not a reason
to ease up. Itis fuel to keep going. Every day we keep talking,
riding, connecting, and refusing to let silence win.

Because one is still too many.

Dropping the Clutch on Darkness:
How Veterans Rebuilt Their Lives

When we say “drop the clutch, lose the f*cks,” we mean
stop spinning in place, slam it into gear, and go. For too
many veterans, that moment of forward motion begins
when they grab help, not when they try to muscle through
alone. These are stories of stepping into that motion and of
real numbers backing up the change.

The Shadow Before the Shift

Combat, deployment, the pressure of war — those
experiences leave more than memories. They leave scars
you carry every day. The stats don’t sugarcoat that.

« About one in five veterans faces mental health issues
such as PTSD, major depression, or anxiety.

* Among veterans who served in Iraq or Afghanistan, up
to 30 percent may return home with a mental health
issue placing them at higher risk for depression or
suicide.

* VA data shows in a single year more than 1.7 million
veterans sought care through specialty mental health
programs.

These are real people. Brothers, sisters, neighbors —
people who once believed their light had gone out.
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When the Clutch Drops:
Reaching for Help

Turning the engine over begins
when someone picks up a phone,
sets a therapy appointment, or
walks into a meeting. And the
system does respond when that step
is taken.

* Veterans completing evidence-
based trauma therapies (like
Prolonged Exposure or Cognitive

Processing Therapy) almost >
universally continue with mental qgF=

health care: 98.4 percent attend
at least one appointment in the
year after therapy.

* In that same group,
many attend 27 or more
appointments in that year
alone showing that recovery is
ongoing, not a one-and-done switch.

* In substance use treatment settings, residential care for
veterans is associated with a 66 percent reduction in
all-cause mortality risk compared to no treatment.

These numbers tell us this: reaching out doesn’t just feel
like hope. It is hope. And it works.

Success Looks Different
for Every Warrior

Recovery is not a straight highway. Success is varied,
personal, messy, sometimes backward before it goes
forward. But over and over we see patterns:

» The Recovery Village outlines four pillars veterans often
rebuild in recovery: health, home, community, and purpose.

» Veterans speak about reclaiming identity not as
someone broken but as someone who fought through
— turning trauma into strength and using their story to
guide others.

 Peer support — connecting with someone else who’s
been down that road makes the journey less lonely.

» Relapse is not failure. Stumbles are part of the path.
Growth often comes in what you do after you fall down.

Stories We Ride With
Riding Out the Night

One veteran hit rock bottom after discharge. The
nightmares, alcohol, and isolation built a wall around him.
But one night he locked the door, got up, and called the
Veterans Crisis Line. That call didn’t magically erase the pain.
But it connected him to others who had been there and a
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network of care he could latch onto.
Rl D E w ITH P u RPUSE Years later he mentors other vets in

crisis, the same line now his lifeline
to give.

From Shadows to Ceremony

Another veteran walked into a
therapy group convinced there was
no point. He thought nobody could

o understand, and he would never
heal. But week by week he opened
up. The group became a tribe. He
became a speaker. He now leads
ceremonies at veteran events, telling
newcomers: “You don’t have to stay
here.”

DROP THE CLUTCH,
LOSE THE P*CKS

The Ride That Healed

A group of vets organized a
multi-state motorcycle ride. They
carried stories, flags, and memories.
Some were recently sober, some just starting, some years
into therapy. By the time they crossed state lines, the road
had done something to their minds. The wind shook loose
shame. The miles stitched camaraderie. The ride was not a
cure but a ritual one they call rebirth.

Why This Matters

Because stigma steals lives. Because silence hides pain
until it’s too late. Because when one veteran decides to
reach for help, that’s not weakness that’s a full throttle
decision to live.

Numbers tell us help is used, effective, lifesaving. Stories
tell us it is possible from darkness to motion, from atrophied
hope to feral purpose.

Here’s what to remember if the clutch feels stuck:

» Asking for help is not surrender. It's an aggressive move
forward.

* Recovery is rarely linear. The climb
curves.

* Connection is part of the fuel. You
are never doing this alone.

* Your story is not over.

Drop the Clutch. Lose the F*cks.
s Ride toward light.

= -

# RIDE with PURPOSE 4 |

If you or someone you know is
—F struggling, do not wait. Call the
Veterans Crisis Line by dialing 988
. then pressing 1, or visit 988lifeline.
org. You are not alone, and you never
will be.
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YEAH, OR MEH!?

Scorpion Cool
Hand Il Gloves

with padded knuckles - light weight and functional for
warm weather jaunts.

The Scorpion Cool Hand 2 Gloves are ventilated gloves
Features:
* Durable, leather palm with Nash overlay panels
* Ventilated, nylon mesh top maximizes airflow
*  Pre-curved palm and fingers for grip comfort
* Molded, padded knuckle protector
* Lycrainner finger panels offer flexibility and comfort
* Rib-stretch finger expansion panels for flexibility
* TPR molded wrist closure provides a secure fit
* NightViz reflective piping for added nighttime
visibility

* Color matched palm stitching accents

I’ll be the first to admit — | may not always wear my
helmet, but I always wear gloves when | ride. A good pair can
make all the difference, especially when the temperature
climbs. For the past year, I've been wearing the Scorpion
EXO Cool Hand Il Gloves, and overall, they’ve proven to be a
decent choice for hot-weather riding.

These gloves breathe well, keeping your hands cool even
when the pavement’s cooking. After a full season of riding,
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they’re still in good
shape — no holes
or major wear —

. and they work
great with touch
screens, which is a
nice bonus when
you need to check
your GPS or change
a song on the go.

Now for the
downsides. The
Velcro closure
design could
definitely use some
improvement. The
placement causes
the hook side to
catch on the mesh
material, leading
to fraying. It hasn’t worn through yet, but it’s only a matter
of time. The Velcro also seems to attract anything soft — like
Harley-Davidson sweats — so be careful when giving your
favorite passenger a leg rub unless you want to take a little
extra fabric along for the ride.

In short, the Scorpion EXO Cool Hand Il Gloves do the job
and keep you cool, but the closure design holds them back
from being a top pick.

Verdict: %% % (3 out of 5 stars) - Cool and
comfortable, but that Velcro design needs work.

Final Take: Meh — good for hot weather, but the Velcro is
a buzzkill.
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MOTORCYCLE CLUB
EST. 1948

The P.H.M.C.

would like to thank everyone

that came out for our

80th annual Turkey Run.

THANK YOU!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBDOK
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TURKEY
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» LB BURGER & BEER SPECIAL
WING SPECIALS - BUCHET OF BEER SPECIALS
HAPPY HOLR - MONDAY-FRIDAY TIAM - 6PM FREE MUSIC!

3592 MAIN ST, AKRON, M1 | 989.691.5761
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RANDY MEVER
LAMBERTVILLE

've owned quite a few different motorcycles since | first
I learned to ride on two wheels... believe it or not... at
the Boys and Girls Club when | was younger and lived in

California. It was on minibikes, but | don’t think that they
even offer that anymore. When | was older, | purchased my
very first bike which was a Honda CB200 that | bought brand
new and then | had a Honda 750 that | built myself that was
10 and a half feet from axle to axle. From there | owned
some Triumphs, a Yamaha 650, and then | got my Panhead.
It has been all Harley’s since then. I'm partial to Harley’s
unfortunately. At one time my wife Melinda road her own
too. I've been a member
of H.0.G. since it started
in 1983 and I've been a
Legion Rider for about 5
years out of the American
Legion Post #514 in Ida,
MI.

| bought my first

brand new Harley in
California at San Diego
Harley-Davidson. That
day, | reenlisted on the
showroom floor with
the United States Navy
in 1981 and used my
re-enlistment bonus to
purchase the Superglide
you see in the black and
white photo with me in
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READERS RIDES

uniform! | rode that bike all the way from San Diego back to
Michigan to my mom and dad’s house three times. | rode it
to Grand Junction in Colorado where | tore the head off of

it to fix a valve right there in the parking lot of the Harley-
Davidson dealer to get back on the road. | had that bike for
8 years. | served for twelve years.

I've ridden in all 50 of the United States, Australia, New
Zealand, and have met some incredible people. My favorite
bike to ride would have been my ‘50 Panhead. | really
enjoyed it, but it wasn’t really a bike to go coast-to-coast
on. It was a tank shift, foot clutch, all original 6-volt bike.
Man, that thing was a lot of fun to ride. It was red paint
with white leather.

| ll ‘ .
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Back in California | started out as an area Rep for Modified
Motorcycle Association that was started by Ron Roloff and
Dollye Roloff and then | became a state rep for them before
moving back here to Michigan. It was a lot of fun. | got to
meet a lot of interesting people. It’s a large MRO kinda like
ABATE and it’s been around a long time.

My current bike is 2009 Road King which | also bought
brand new on Black Friday. | started with a Stage | tune on
it, the Progressive suspension on the front and rear, and
added the fairing and paint. | knew exactly what | wanted
the paint to look like and the guy that did it matched exactly
what | had in mind. He is still around but | don’t think he is
painting any longer. It’s been a good runner, and I've got
almost one hundred thousand miles on it now.

One of the most memorable rides I’'ve taken in the past
was to Sturgis City Park back in the early 80’s. It was the last
year that it was open to camping before they came in and
shut it all down. The good ole days. The next year is when

the larger campgrounds that people now know of started
opening up, like the Buffalo Chip. The last time | went to
Sturgis was in 2005 and | don’t plan to go back unless it’s
just to ride. Sturgis is just too commercialized and it’s not
what it used to be. A lot of memories.

One of the places that | would like to attend is Bikes Blues &
BBQ down in Arkansas. | haven’t been there before and I’'m
thinking about making it out there in 2026. It looks more like
a small town.

I'd also like to make it back out to the Grand Tetons and
Glacier again. If you have never been to either of them,
you owe it to yourself to go. Keep an eye on Glacier when
traveling on the Going-to-the-Sun Rd when it’s open. If
you plan to go, make it in July because in late August and
September you’ll get snowed in there and you aint going to
get there. You aint going to make it. There is a very small
window that Going-to-the-Sun Highway is open, but it is
beautiful!
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Veterans Gear Down
for the Season

s fall settles in and the days grow shorter, a familiar
A sound still lingers on backroads and scenic routes

across the country—the steady, rumbling thunder
of motorcycles making their final seasonal rides. For many
veterans, these last few outings before winter are more than

just a way to enjoy the open road—they’re a time-honored
ritual, full of reflection, respect, and preparation.

Veteran riders often speak of the road as a kind of
therapy—an open highway that offers peace, clarity,
and camaraderie. Whether riding solo or as part of
a tight-knit group, the connection between man,
machine, and memory runs deep.

By late October, many veteran motorcycle clubs
and informal riding groups gather for end-of-season
rides. These rides often pass by war memorials,
historic landmarks, or meaningful places that evoke
the shared experiences of service and sacrifice.
There’s an unspoken understanding among the
riders—each mile traveled is both a tribute and a
release.

Once the engines quiet and the road fades behind
them, a different ritual begins: preparing the bikes
for winter storage.

Garages and sheds transform into workspaces
as riders begin the careful process of winterizing
their motorcycles. Fuel is stabilized. Batteries are
disconnected and placed on trickle chargers. Chains
are oiled, tires checked, and every surface cleaned
and covered. The chrome that once gleamed in the
sunlight is now wrapped in care and protection,
waiting patiently for spring’s return.

For many, this process isn’t just mechanical—
it’s personal. These bikes represent more than
transportation. They symbolize freedom, resilience,
and the bonds forged in service. Caring for them is
an extension of the pride veterans carry long after
their time in uniform.

As the final cover is pulled over a well-kept
machine and the garage door closes for the season,
there’s a sense of completion—and anticipation.
Winter may bring a pause, but it never ends the
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journey. When the thaw arrives and the engines roar
to life once more, these veterans will return to the
road, carrying with them the stories of the past and
the promise of another ride ahead.

Winter Storage Checklist for
Veterans and Riders Alike:

« Stabilize Fuel: Add fuel stabilizer and run the engine
briefly to circulate it.

» Charge the Battery: Use a smart charger to maintain
battery life.

» Clean and Dry: Wash the bike thoroughly to prevent
rust and corrosion.

» Cover Properly: Use a breathable, high-quality cover to
protect from dust and moisture.

* Tire Care: Inflate to proper PSI and, if possible, elevate
the tires or move the bike occasionally.

Sharon K Harvey,
USAF (Retired)

SHARON K. HARVEY
(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF
HRED ”

Sponsored by:
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complele the form below and return it with a check or money order for $45.00 (this is for
issues) payable lo: Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

o

& Make Check or Money Order Payable lo:
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

Thunder Roads
POBoxi782
Midland. Ml 48641-1782

NOM e, o e e e

Keep reading. keep riding. and remernber.. WHERE THERE'S BIKES THERE'S GOING TO BE THUNDER!
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WS THUNDER ROADS MAGA ZINE

THE LARGEST, FREE, NEETWORKED MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD!

THANK YOU
FOR LETTING US BE A VITAL PART
OF YOUR RALLIES. RUNS &

BIKE MIGHTS FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS
£ FOR MANY MORE YEARS
DOWN THE ROAD!

umu!ﬂn BOADS:
g";:.-rmﬂm. FOUNDEDRe

THUNDER ROADS® HAS BEEN THE #1INETWORKED MoTORCYCLE macAazive FOR 25 STRONG YEARS!

The OnnerPubiishers Of Thundsr Aoads s Network uuist Fought Their Way Through 4 World Panciemic And Emerged Strevidedt
But Victorious! Come Join Our Team Life is Nothing Shy OF Unpredictabi And Onfy You Can o
Diecicle What Youl Be Succeeaing At And Thuroughy Enjoying. For Vour Futura. Come Work Hard And Piay Harcier With A0 O Us At Taam Thunder! sl of Detmse

CALL TONI TODAY AT: 615-330-5282 FOR COMPLETE DETAILS:

Note * Must Be A Resident 0f The State You're Galling About In Order To Be The Publisher 0f That State Edition.
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ovember...| want to thank everyone who attended
N our 5™ Annual Car & Bike Show! It was a total

success! The hard work and efforts put forth by
the members of our foundation is what made the event
so great. Everyone pitched in and did their part. God bless
all of you! The Sponsor support was amazing. The Vendor
displays were entertaining - especially W4 Country, Germain
Toyota and The Motorcycle Lawyer: Jason Waechter. The
9/11 Tribute highlighted Gary Bourdeau and the Color
Guard, Ryan Goodemoot singing God Bless America as well
as recognizing the Police and Fire Department for their
continued support to the communities they serve. And
the friendship and camaraderie shared by all just made it a
fantastic day. We truly cannot thank everyone enough.

The last month has kept George and Barb as well as
many other members busy attending different community
events and helping to spread the word about motorcycle
awareness and suicide prevention. Thank you to everyone
who showed up to help. We are very grateful.

We have many new adventures coming up as we celebrate
fall: A hayride, Trunk-or-Treat at Germain Toyota, Downtown
Milan Trick-or-Treat and a presentation at the Milan Senior
Center by Amos - our famous Awareness Liaison where she’ll
help Seniors navigate around motorcycles.

Life is full of many challenges and recently I've faced one
of my own as | was diagnosed with cancer. To all of you who
are out there battling demons, cancer, or other concerns,
may you keep up the good fight and never ever give up. “You
are NOT alone”. Please reach out if you need help. Remember
the Suicide and Crisis Lifeline is available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. Call 988.

Stay safe,

President | Hot Rods Motorcycle Awareness and Suicide Prevention Foundation
THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE NOVEMBER 2025 27
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MICHIGAN

STORM CHASERS DRINK RECTPE
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L
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8 OZ. (RANBERRY JUICE

4 07, VODEA

4 0 TRIPPLE SEC ORANGE LIQUEUR

2 TBS. FRESH SQUEEZED LEMON JUICE

[ ]

L 2

Combine all ingredients and pour over 2 ice filled glasses,
garnish with a lemon slice and fresh cranberries.
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HARLEY SHOP

CUSTOMIZATIONS - PERFORMANCE LUPGRADES
CLSTOM PAINTING * MAINTENANCE & REPAIR SERVICES

s

JRCustomCycleDetroit.com (313) T66-5648

Sales@JRCustomCycleDetroit.com

" If we don't have it;:re can build it for you."

S F T e =, 5

HARLEY-DAVIDSON®

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

2723 M-76 West Branch, MI 48661 | 989-345-1330

-

& BLACK, FRIDAY

o 2ANET SRRl
~ November 28th & 29th

15% - 20% OFF OFFICTALTY V1CENSTED PRODUCTS
15% OFF Grips & Motorcycle Covers

15% O Luggage OPEN 9AM-3PM ON DECEMBER 24TH
15% - 20% OOFF FOR LAST MINUTE SHOPPERS!

Select ‘Leather Jackets, Gloves, Helmets & Boots
I A
Spasier 4" g (ol of Barfey qoedice’

o eflov. iot +ill Pes. oth

REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS
Monday 10:00 AM - 400 PM
Tuesday - Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Sunday CLOSED

#See store for detils-splosions Apply

MNow through December
TREE G

With Qualifving § 300 Purchase
Whiley g s k.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Don’t ya’ just think it's whacked how in scary
movies, the person yells out “Hello?”

As if the killer is going to be like, “Oh hey, I'm
here in the kitchen, wanna split a sandwich?”

Anyone want to meet up and just scream?
We could get food after.

I don’t know who needs to hear this, but it's SO
okay to love your cat or dog more than most
people. Never apologize for that.

The best part of waking up ...... When you've had
4 bowls for breakfast and only 1 was cereal.

I might be laid back, but I can lean forward really
quick.

Don’t mess with anyone under 5’5", we have had
to hop up on counters our entire life to get stuff,

don't think we won't hesitate to hop on you like a
spider monkey.

I totally believe in annoyed at first sight.

Wanted: Someone to brush their teeth with me
because 9 out of 10 Dentists say brushing alone
won't help tooth decay. No weirdos please.

Attention Teenagers - Tired of being harassed by
your stupid parents? Act Now! Move out. Get A
Job. Pay your bills, but act now, while you still
know everything!

Life Hack: Keep a 30 year old fridge in your ga-
rage so you will still have a working fridge when
the one you bought 2 years ago stops working
this year.

An old lady was having her portrait painted.

She asked the Artist to paint her with a diamond
necklace, long diamond earrings, emerald brace-
lets, a ruby brooch, and a gold Rolex with at least
$150k.

The confused Artist said, “But you aren’t wearing
any of those things.”

The old lady replied: "I know, but if i die before
my husband, I'm sure he'll marry someone 3
times younger than him, and I want his new wife
to go batchit crazy searching for my jewelry.

A lil" boy about 9 y.o. asked his father, “"Dad, what
is between Mom'’s legs?” The father sighed and
replied, “The door to Heaven!” The boy then
asked, “Then what is between yours?” The Dad
smiled and replied, "The key to the Heavenly
Door!” The boy looked concerned and said, "1
think you should change the lock because our
neighbor has a spare key.”

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS' WISHING YOU A
GRATEFUL & SHARING THANKSGIVING.

I love when Vets knock before they come into the
room, like yes, my dog is naked but she also just
arrived at your clinic that way.

Sometimes I truly envy people who get mad but
stay classy. Once I lose my chit it’s like open mic
at the trap house.

If this don't take you back ------- Long Haired
Freaky People Need Not Apply ----- then you're
too young to be cool.

You call if “coffee”, I call it the elixir that keeps me
from being on America’s 10 most wanted list.

Me, yet again in HR office, “Does this new rule
apply to me?” HR: “Yes, the majority of our rules
are because of you, so yes.”

My ancestors navigated the ocean using the moon
and stars & I'm over here missing exits with a
GPS.

Friend: Aww, he's so dang cute!
Me: Thanks, he’s a rescue
Boyfriend: Stop telling people that!

I wonder if the people paying $500. for a colon
cleanse even know about Taco Bell's $4.99 deal?

A woman and her hubby are standing back to
back and each is holding a sign and both Very
excited, hers’ reads: You're Going To Be A Daddy!
His reads: Heard You Telling Your Sister On The
Phone ....... I Had A Vesectomy 3 Years Ago!

You do know that I would go to hell and back for
you. Me: You don't have to come back.

Joker's Wild composed by: Toni McCoy Shearon | thunderroadsfounder@gmail.com

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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MUSSELMAN
EXGAVA'I'[NG LLC

"WE DO IT IN THE

FOOTINGS DUG - BULLDOZING
PONDS - BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS - WATER LINES
SEWER LINES - TRUCKING
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED
COMPLETE SITE DEVELOPMENT
LICENSED SEPTIC CONTRACTOR
SAND - GRAVEL - TOPSOIL - DEMOLITION

" BIKEROWNED \'

PHONE:989-777-0822
FAX:989-777-5062

Jody Musselman, Owner/Operator

Tgiff wry’!

MID MICHIGAN'S ONLY
AUTHORIZED HARLEY-DAVIDSON DEALER

HOLESHOT

DIRT”

ON THE RIVER % Ev

FOOD + BOOZE + TUNES

DINEINOR
TAKE AWAY

DOC'S ON THE RIVER
2121 Us5-31
Free Soil, Ml 49411

{231} 2&1-1?44

po ) WWW.DDCSSAUBLERIUER.CDM

DOC'S BIKE NIGHT TROPHIES
WEDNESDAY'S 5-8PM  50/50

Hosted By R AFFLE ><

4 I ICHERS PA
Pir“ 819 W. HOUGHTOM [AKE DR,
EHEI PRUDENVILLE, MI

48651

989.387.2584

DEALING WITH \ Y
USED HARLEY'S

ELECTRONICS
TOOLS
ER EQUIPMENT

... AND MORE! Eiﬂ
8 >

MOMDAY - SATURDAY

THUNDER ROADS®

b et
MICH]GAY.

November 1

- Halloween Costume Party
Iron Horse Bar & Grill

3592 Main St.

Akron, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

November 8

- Veterans Day Event

Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E. Pickard St.

Mt. Pleasant, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

November 9

- Lima, Ohio Swap Meet

Allen County Fairgrounds

I-75 Exit 125 [St. Rt. 309] East 2
Miles

Lima, Ohio

Check out Facebook for details

November 15

- Pre-Black Friday Event
Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E. Pickard St.

Mt. Pleasant, MI

Check out Facebook for details

November 22

- Thanksgiving Event
Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E. Pickard St.

Mt. Pleasant, Ml

- Thanksgiving Bash

Iron Horse Bar & Grill

3592 Main St.

Akron, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

- Thanksgiving Eve Rock&Roll Bash
Scooter’s Bar & Grill

6004 Torrey Rd.

Flint, MI

Check out Facebook for details

November 28

- Black Friday

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S. M-76

West Branch, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

-Black Friday

Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E. Pickard St.

Mt. Pleasant, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

November

- Orange Saturday

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S. M-76

West Branch, Ml

Check out Facebook for details

Bold events indicate Advertiser/

Supporter of Thunder Roads® Michigan
- Please patronize our advertisers.

EVENT

All Advertised Events in our
Magazine will have their event
Posted on the Pull Out Calendar
(specific issues) and your Event
will be highlighted in the Thunder
Roads® Events Calendar of the
Magazine.

THUNDER ROADS®
MAGAZINE OF
MICGHIGAN - YOUR
MICHIGAN BIKER
CONNECTION

(Call about our Special Discounts
for Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads®
Magazine and on our web site, send the

information to:
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.

Event information must be received prior to the
10th of the month preceding the event month
to be posted in the magazine.

Remember to call ahead before planning to
attend any event as the information/dates
may change. Thunder Roads® Michigan is Not
responsible for errors or omissions.

B e P4 2 . 9AM - 5PM : Check out Facebook for details LlSTl NGS
SATURGAY 10AM - 3PM ;@55"—'!}" W+ iEHEHEE overnber 26 ARE FREE!!!
ovember
NOVENBER 8TH- VETERAN'S DAY EVENT ux | g e eve. nereaseyoun
NOVEMEBER 15TH - PRE-BLACK FRIDAY EVENT \ the BIGGEST bar night of the year attendance by
- ! v Beeter’s Brew Pub posting your event
NOVEMBER 22ND - THANKSGIVING EVENT W Beeter's Brew posting your eve CONTACT
HUHEHBEH ZHTH 3 ELAEK FH'DAY! o HOT DOGS & B}rnn?zna Sebewaing, Ml Magazine of UHIII
(989)772-5513 + 4741E. PICKARD ST.MT PLEASANT, Mi 46858 Wl crosmp sunpavas s [ 7w eiuey; ssaves Check out Facebook for details Michigan. Bl i S i s
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SN

SERVING ALL OF YOUR LED LIGHTING NEEDS R % oFFER A AAL

| LINE &F SEM AND
= - ¥ AFTELMARKET
L] g . PARTS % ACCETTORIES

+* MUCH MARE!

LE] @[R‘]*

POWERSPORTS

—_— MAY —SEPTEMBER

HEADLIGHTS, TURN SIGNALS, GROUND EFFECTS FOR -5 Sl EVERY 3ra
MOTORCYCLES, GOLF CARTS, BOATS, AUTO & MORE 'l SATURDAY

BILL PRIMEAU - VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED
9689-286-1439 TWISTEDILLUSIONSLIGHTING@®GMAIL.COM

AAMOR CRENT CARDE ACCEFTED

<

CR‘ o D (E-}:gT
" Y TUESDAY

BIKE NIGHT SPECIALS

$2.00 domestic hottles
5 PM-CLOSE

$2 OFF chicken haskets (DINE IN ONLY)

S

™ 5 PM-CLOSE e

N
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Pick up your

at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue.

Thank you to all our supporters for making

MC PARTS & SERVICE
508 Fab & V-Twin
508 N. Clinton Ave.
St. Johns, MI 48879
989-292-4508
www.508FabMachining.com

Ball Equipment
11901 S. Beyer Rd.
Birch Run, MI 48415

989-624-4400
www.Ballequip.com

Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle
804 S. Huron Rd.
Linwood, MI 48634
989-697-5525
www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave
West Branch, Ml 48661
989-343-5454
Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46
Howard City, Ml 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S M-76
West Branch, Ml 48661
989-345-1330
www.Gildnershd.com

Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E Pickard St.

Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
989-772-5513
Mid-Michigan’s Only Authorized
Harley-Davidson Dealership

J &R Cycle
17447 Lasher Rd.
Detroit, MI 48219
313-766-5668
www.jrcustomcycledetroit.com

Klenow’s Customs
3280 Bay Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-284-5972
H-D Customization and Repair

Old Barn Motorcycle Shop
4200 Waltan Rd.
Vassar, M| 48768
989-205-2196
Www.OldBarnMotorCycleShop.Com

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, M| 48858
989-773-9991

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson of Lapeer
1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, Ml 48446
810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Meriz Rd.
Caro, M148723

989-683-4130
Check us out on Facebook

Sunfield Cycle Shop
116 West Grand Ledge Highway
Sunfield, MI 48890
517-526-5997

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.
Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550
www. TractionPowersports.net

Twisted lllusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals
Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & More!
989-280-1439
TwistedlllusionsLighting@gmail.com

UnitedSynthetic - AMSOIL Dealer
Tim Tuohey
H: 248-698-3592
C: 313-801-0229
Amsoil2u@Yahoo.com
Www.Unitedsynthetic.com

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy.
Flint, Ml 48507
810-234-6646
www.VehicleCityHarley.com
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Zip’s 45th Parallel
Harley-Davidson
980 S. Wisconsin Ave.
Gaylord, Ml 49735
989-732-8000
Www.Zips45thhd.com

MOTORCYCLE
ORGANIZATIONS
ABATE OF MICHIGAN
LOOK TWICE. SAVE ALIFE
To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle
Awareness & Suicide
Prevention Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com
419-349-8075

Lapeer Bike Nights
235 W. Nepessing St.
Lapeer, MI
Downtown Lapeer
Bike Night Friday

Midland Street Bike Nights
Midland Street
Bay City, Ml
Westside Bay City
Bike Night Tuesday

Port Huron Motorcycle Club
3376 Griswold Rd.
Port Huron, MI 48060
810-982-4894
See You at the Races!
P.H.M.C. Since 1948

AUDIO
Insomnia Bagger Audio
158 Peck
Battle Creek, Ml 49014
269-224-8119
www.InsomniaBaggerAudio.com
High End Bagger Audio Builds

Top Dog Audio
1005 N. Fancher
Mt.Pleasant, MI 48895
989-773-4705
Best Prices, Service & Quality

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

BARS &
RESTAURANTS
A&W Restaurant
1514 Washington St.
Midland, MI
989-832-3811
Bike Night Every 3rd Saturday

Auburn Hotel & Tavern
101 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, M| 48611

989-266-3114
Veteran Owned and Operated
Bike Night Thursday

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.
Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170
Full Bar & Pub Menu
Thursday Ride in Specials
Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Buckley Roadside Bar
116 W. Wexford Ave.
Buckley, Ml 49620
231-269-4170
Outdoor Bar Area
Bike Night Thursday

Buckwild Saloon
9258 Foster Rd.
Fostoria, Ml 48435
989-795-1082
Bike Night Tuesday

Chicky’s Paradise Saloon
133 N Main St.
Almont, MI 48003
810-614-1045
Bike Night Sunday

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,
Sports & Sprits!

Doc’s on the River
9121 North US-31
Free Soil, Ml 49411
231-621-1744
Bike Night Wednesday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, MI 48832

989-463-4693
Bike Night Wednesday

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, Ml 48701

989-691-5791
Wednesday Ride in Specials

Jailhouse Bar & Grill
2707 Nelson St.
Manistee, Ml 49660
Outdoor Seating

JJ’s Roadhouse
9620 Gratiot Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48609
989-401-1025
Drinks — Food — Good Times
Bike Night Wednesday

Otter Lake Bar
5845 Genesee Ave.
Otter Lake, MI 48464
810-793-7797
Bike Night Wednesday

Parisville Saloon
5495 Priemer Rd.
Parisville, Ml 48470
989-912-0803
Beer and Shot Bar
Remies Bar
111 S. Third St.
Marquette, MI 49855
906-226-9133
Rider Owned
A Marquette Legend Since 1934!

Ryders Bar & Grill
2650 W. Midland Rd.
Midland, MI 48642
989-423-1990
Inside/Outside Seating
Bike Night Tuesdays

Scooter’s Bar & Grill
6004 Torrey Rd.
Flint, Ml 48507
(810) 655-6884

Bike Night Wednesday

Silver Bullet Saloon
8347 E Washington Rd.
Branch, Ml 49402
231-898-8400

The Final Pour Gazebo Bar
1020 E. Huron
Au Gres, M| 48703
989-876-4653
Full Bar & Menu
Best Outdoor Bar Seating

The Tipsy Cowboy Food & Spirits
116 W Pinconning Rd.
Pinconning, MI 48650

989-879-1551
Bike Night 4th Wednesday
of the Month

The Otherside Bar & Grill
8301 Midland Rd.
Freeland, Ml 48623
989-695-5563
Bike Night Thursday

Tool Shed Pub & Grub
12 W. Munger Rd.
Munger, MI 48747

989-233-3630
Bike Night Thursday
NEW OWNERS!

The Whiskey Jar
4397 Main St.
Brown City, Ml 48416
810-346-3028
Bike Night Tuesday

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, Ml 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.
Downtown Hastings, MI
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer
Bikers Always Welcome

The Whyte Goose
108 State St.
Bay City, MI 48706
989-895-5342

Woody’s Tavern
2517 Baldwin Rd.
Fenton, Ml 48430
810-373-6108
Daily 2-Wheel Specials
Bike Night Sunday

CHURCHES
Church Of The Living Word
Blessing Of The Bikers
1100 N. Ovid Rd.

Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.Org

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

FUNERAL SERVICES

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY Funeral Home,
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs Notice
734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

LOANS & FINANCING
Pickers Pawn
819 W. Houghton Lake Dr.
Prudenville, MI 48651
989-387-2584
Open Monday - Saturday

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.SecurityCU.org

Wheeler Dealer Super Pawn
3865 Wilder Rd.
Bay City, MI 48706
989-545-0912
Stan’s Corner Plaza

LODGING & CAMPING
Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar
Campground And Cabins

W, 17838 US-2
Gould City, MI 49838
906-477-6983
Home of the Rendezvous Rally
Father’'s Day Weekend

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Riffle River Trail
West Branch, MI 48661
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com
Bike Bash

Old Highway Campground
14335 US-12
Brooklyn, MI 49230
517-662-1782
Brooklynmarket@
usa2goquickstore.com

Oscoda Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, M
1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

INSURANCE
State Farm -Tim Boychuck
967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-2665
www. TimBoychuck.com

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
Rider Owned!

LEGAL SERVICES
Michigan Biker Law
37699 6 Mile Rd. Ste. 250
Livonia, Ml 48152
1-800-MI-Biker
www.Michiganbiker.com

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
The Motorcycle Lawyer
Free Legal Advice
877-Biker-Law
www.MotorcycleLawyerMichigan.com
No Win/ No Fee Promise

VEHICLE PARTS
& SERVICES

Henderson Brothers
Rustproofing
Since 1962
402 E. Lyon
Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It's Us or Rust!
Suspension Maxx
1692 Marquette Ave.
Bay City, MI 48706
(888) 629-9226
www.SuspensionMaxx.com

SERVICES
Musselman Excavating, LLC
Biker Owned
“We do it in the Dirt”
989-777-0822
www.MusselmanExcavatingLLC.com

Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication
2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815
www.OreoWelding.com

Precision Lawn Sprinklers
Residential & Commercial
Sales, Installation, Service

Free Estimates
989-755-4136

Speedway Fuel
and Convenience Store
288 E. Huron Rd.
Vassar, M| 48678
Bikers Welcome!
Fueling Your Ride for Over 70 Years!

TATOO PARLOR
Hourglass Tattoo
309 E. Midland St.
Bay City, MI 48706

989-316-2051
$30 Thursday —
By Appointment Only!
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http://www.AbateofMichigan.org
mailto:HotRodBeaton@gmail.com
tel:800-373-2333

DON'T END UP IN A CADILLAC OR A LINCOLN...

313-510-1587
1965 Mertz Rd. Caro,MI|

Motorcycle Repair - =
Accessories S5 Custom Apparel
Tires & More! % o | i\\'\\\%”ﬁ A g 533.':!.1 0522‘;?5953
989-455-1187 —— mﬁé? LN [CF T ACE s
..THE ONLY LAST RIDE. = N t by
I

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round. = !
(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273 M’““”“a'm“““_ =

"II J_--"J% : f}

L

Holster Geek Custom Kydex Holster Laser Engraving 81 0-33?\:5485

BUILT BY BIKERSFOR BIKERS

ey g :
- - \ ¥ S |

Professionally 5

. 20r4!-|and|ebarSpeakers Installed (L e l e A ; . Vi s N
* Oversized 150z Magnet i y iy /!4‘ R, A s~ : vy e
for Improved Low End Response : ] R g =N NEC e Pt
* Water Resistant ko e . d J gl f“‘" £t i
Speaker Housings NS L \{Af B E:'x A '
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