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CHAPLAIN CHARLIES CORNER:

PREPARING FOR THE RIDE AREAD

BY CHAPLAIN CHARLIE
f you ride long enough, you eventually reach a moment where
you decide to do something yourself that you've always let
someone else handle. For me, that moment is coming this
spring. I'm going to change the oil on my 2022 Harley trike.

Now, for some of you seasoned riders out there, that probably
sounds about as exciting as zipping up your boots. Plenty of riders
have been doing their own maintenance for years. But if I'm being
honest, this will be the first time I've done it myself, and I'll admit
it, I'm a little apprehensive about it.

Like many riders, I've always had a shop handle things like that.
It was easier that way. Drop the bike off, pick it up later, and
everything was ready to go. But this year, | decided it was time to
learn a few things for myself. | ordered the AMSOIL oil change kit
through my friend Shelly Miller, and it’s now sitting in my garage
waiting patiently for the day | finally move the trike over and get
started.

The funny thing is, | haven’t even watched a video yet on how
to actually do the oil change. | know there are plenty of them out
there, and I’ll be searching for them soon enough. I've watched
a few videos about Harley maintenance in general, things like
inspections and other upkeep riders should do before the season
begins, but I still haven’t pulled up the one that walks through the
oil change step by step. | suppose once | watch that video, the
learning part is over and the doing part begins.

Around here in Mid-Michigan, spring has a way of sneaking up
on us. One day we’re staring at snowbanks and gray skies, and
the next day the temperature jumps into the fifties or sixties, and
suddenly every rider in the county is thinking the same thing: it’s
almost riding season. You start seeing bikes back on the road again,
and maybe someone rolls past you in Midland or Sanford, and you
catch that familiar rumble of a V-twin echoing down the street.
It’s a sound that always makes me smile because it means winter is
finally loosening its grip.

With that first ride of the season comes preparation. Riders start
going through their mental checklist of things that need attention
before the bike hits the open road again. We check the tires, the
battery, the lights, and cables to make sure everything is ready to

go.

| already checked the air in my tires. That part was simple
enough. Now comes the oil change.

It's all part of taking care of the machine that carries us down the
road. Motorcycles actually teach us a lot about stewardship. If you
ignore maintenance long enough, eventually something breaks.
But if you care for your bike the way it was designed to be cared
for, it will serve you faithfully for thousands and thousands of miles.

That idea reminds me of a passage from Scripture. In 1
Corinthians 4:2 (NIV), we read, “Now it is required that those who
have been given a trust must prove faithful.” In other words, when
something valuable is placed in our care, we have a responsibility
to look after it.

That applies to many things in life, our families, our friendships,
our communities, and even the opportunities that God places
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in front of us. And yes, in a small way, it even applies to the
motorcycles we ride.

Now don’t get me wrong. A motorcycle isn’t a sacred object.
But it is a blessing. It's something that brings us joy, freedom,
and fellowship with other riders. There’s something special about
heading down a Michigan back road on a warm spring day with the
wind moving past you and the sound of that engine beneath you.

Over the years, I've met some incredible people through riding.
I've seen riders stop to help strangers on the side of the road
without hesitation. I've watched charity rides raise thousands of
dollars for families who were going through difficult times. I've
seen the motorcycle community show kindness and generosity in
ways that would make anyone proud to be part of it.

Those moments remind me that riding isn’t just about the
machine, it’s about the journey and the people we meet along the
way.

Preparation is part of that journey.

So sometime very soon, I’'m going to move my trike over in
the garage, open up that AMSOIL kit, and start searching for the
right YouTube video that shows me exactly what | need to do. I'll
probably watch it more than once and double-check every step
along the way. I've also been told that making a little bit of a mess
the first time is practically part of the process.

But that’s alright.

Learning something new is part of life, and sometimes stepping
outside your comfort zone is exactly what keeps life interesting.
Who knows, after this first oil change, | might wonder why | waited
so long to do it myself.

Moments like this also remind me of something deeper. Just
like we prepare our bikes for the road, we also need to prepare
our hearts for the journey ahead. Life throws its share of potholes,
curves, and unexpected detours. But when we stay grounded in
faith, we’re better equipped to handle whatever road lies ahead.

So as riding season approaches here in Michigan, | hope you're
getting your bike ready for that first ride of the year. Check the
tires, check the battery, and change the oil. But most of all,
remember to take care of the things that truly matter in life, the
people around you, the blessings you've been given, and the faith
that guides you through every mile.

Because the road ahead is always better when we’re prepared for
the ride.

Until our next journey in Chaplain’s
Corner, ride safe, and may God’s blessings
guide you on every road you choose.

Yours in faith and fellowship,
Chaplain Charlie

Chaplain DeanTitus (Charlie)

Sanford American
Legion Riders #443
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2ND ANNUAL LOCALLY PROMOTED EVENT

CADILLAC

MOTORCYILIE

SWAP MEET

APRIL 411, 2026 WEXFORD

10:00 AM TO 4:00 PM COUNTY CIvIC
CENTER

1320 N MICHELL

ST., CADILLAC, MI

ADMISSION- $8.00
15 YR OLD AND UNDER FREE  1ATTOO CONTEST AT 3PM,

VENDOR SPOTS REGISTER BY 2:30PM
10'x10" - $40 EACH 8 CLASSES, $5 ENTRY FEE

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 231-779-8501
EMAIL- CADILLACMCSWAPMEET@GMAIL.COM

BUY, SALE, TRADE
MC PARTS, ACCESSORIES, LEATHERS, PATCHES, JEWELERY

—

2 Viiaad E D riilvi gl u

e SR
"‘“’Ef"‘éﬁ. D(:)_I "/

i WOl
ikt P\ PUB & GRUB

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

IN SAGINAW VALLEY
AUGUST 21, 22, 23 2026

Location: SAGINAW VALLEY NAVAL SHIP MUSE_ '-

Benefiting the USS Edson, Bay City, Ml
US Veterans and First Responders

A Limited Rustic Camping

Hs Food Trucks

™ Entertainment Tent

% Music
<« Vendors 4
& Scavenger Hunt 4
3 Early Bird Bike Night
& 50/50 Raffles

ad» Bike Show

e Honor Ceremony

% Tattoo Competition

@ USS Edson Tours

...AND MORE!

MlC GAL{:

o CONTACT INFORMATION:

info@thunderroadsmichigan com 383-54! 4644
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Michigan Veteran Riders Hit the Road Again

the true beginning of riding season. After months of

cold weather, snow, and salted roads, motorcycles
finally come out of storage and back onto the open road.
That first ride of the season carries a sense of freedom, but it
should also come with preparation and awareness. Veterans
understand discipline, responsibility, and readiness better
than most. Those same principles apply to motorcycle safety
as riding season begins.

Preparing Your Bike
After Winter Storage

Before hitting the road, your motorcycle deserves a
thorough inspection. Long Michigan winters can take a toll
on machines that have been sitting idle for months.

Start with the basics:

= Battery: Cold temperatures can drain battery life. Check
the charge and connections before starting your bike.

For many Veteran riders across Michigan, April marks

* Tires: Inspect tire pressure and look for cracks or flat
spots caused by storage.

 Fluids: Oil, brake fluid, and coolant should be checked
and topped off if necessary.

 Brakes: Make sure your brake pads and rotors are in
good condition.

* Lights and signals: Visibility is critical, especially during
early spring when weather can change quickly.

A short test ride in a controlled area is also a good way to
ensure everything is functioning properly before heading
onto busy roads.

Riders Need a Tune-Up Too

Motorcycles aren’t the only things that need a tune-up
after winter. Riders often experience a bit of “rust” after
months away from the road. Take time to rebuild your riding
habits. Start with shorter rides to refresh your balance,
coordination, and awareness. Practicing slow turns, braking,
and maneuvering can help restore confidence before longer
trips.Even experienced riders benefit from easing back into
the season.

Spring Road Hazards in Michigan

April riding conditions in Michigan can be unpredictable.
Potholes, loose gravel, and leftover salt from winter road
treatments create hazards for motorcycles.
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Veteran riders should keep an eye out for:

» Gravel and sand at intersections

« Damaged pavement from freeze-thaw cycles

* Wet or slick roads after spring rain

 Drivers who may not yet be watching for motorcycles

Defensive riding is especially important early in the season
when motorists are not accustomed to sharing the road with
bikes again.

Ride Smart. Ride Together.

Many Veteran riders belong to motorcycle groups that
value camaraderie, service, and support for fellow Veterans.
Group rides are a great way to reconnect after winter,
but safety should always remain the top priority. Pre-ride
meetings, clear communication, and responsible riding help
ensure every member returns home safely. Veterans know
the meaning of looking out for one another. That mindset
carries naturally into the riding community.

The Road Ahead

Michigan offers some of the most beautiful riding routes
in the country, from scenic lakeshore highways to quiet rural
backroads. April is the start of another season of adventure,
friendship, and freedom on two wheels.

For Veteran riders, the mission is simple: prepare well, ride
smart, and take care of each other on the road. Because the
best ride is the one where everyone makes it home.

SHARON K. HARVEY

(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF
‘RED’

Sharon K Harvey, USAF (Retired)

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

July 24-25, 2026

3rd Annual PTSD Awareness Ride

This is a two-day group ride to bring
awareness to those battling PTSD. Those
stuck between Hell and Paradise.

KSU 8:30 AM AL Post 510 Stockbridge, MI.
$35.00 Per Rider - $20.00 Per Passenger

ALR Hell to Paradise

PTSD Ride - Public Group HellToParadiseRide.org

Join us in raising funds for The Heroes
Operation & Talons Out Honor Flight

{ . |
THE HEROES ;.’—";M‘?/
E_ DI‘-"ERATIDN

4
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SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 26 2026

SPONSORED BY: CHECK IN 10 - Tlam
BENNY'S BIERHALLE, MILLINGTON, M

THUNDER_RURUS STOP 1: STEEL HORSE RANCH, CARO, M
o Xy " sTop2: TR
STOP 3: TBD
STOP 4: TBD
FINAL STOP: MORGAN'S PLACE, MILLINGTON, M|

PLAN TO STAY THE NIGHT! | /‘m )/ 3@ 20 26
LIMITED ELECTRIC ' WATER HOOKUPS . -

UNLIMITED TENT CAMPING!

DONATION: $20 /SINGLE - $30/D0UBLE REGISTRATION: 10 AM » KlC_I_(_STANElS UP: 11 AM
"800, 1. BWE TUSIC BY. WWW.MORGANSPLACE.ORG = STARTS AT RYDER’S WITH STOPS AT /
i R o oW Loom:s LOUNGE ¢ FROG TIKI BAR -

' m

L Wd —__ AND ENDS AT RYDER’S —

0.7 CONTACT: SAXON (989) 529-34167- .*‘;
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KITCHEN OPEN LATE

5AM BREAKFAST EVERYDAY
SATURDAY STEAKNIGHT
WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT
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BANQUET
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FORYOUR
OCCASION

New Owners! Veteran Owned!

Behind Bars Cpclewerks
HOLSTER GEEK
T’s Tees & Things
SHck Syrfaces

Arizona Classics

6444 MAIN ST
CASS CITY, MI 48726
(989)872-4488

THUNDER ROADS

Don't Miss a Smgle Issue... 12 Issues For On y $5o Yo
Name: MIC g}gﬁﬂ,
Address: Send check or money order payable to
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine
PO Box1782
Phone: Email: Midland, MI 48641-1782

City: State: Zip:
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Keep reading, keep rldmg, and remember...WHERE THERE'S BIKES THERE'S GOING TO BE THUNDER!
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front at both the state and national levels. To ensure

our interests are protected across the entire country,
we encourage everyone to join the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation (MRF). National and statewide support is the
backbone of our advocacy efforts.

The fight for motorcyclists’ rights requires a united

Addressing Recent Social Media Updates

You may have seen a video circulating on Facebook
regarding current legislative developments. Please be
aware that ABATE has been actively working on this specific
issue since 2020. While progress is looking positive, we
must remain vigilant, as insurance companies still have the
opportunity to appeal.

Our Legislative Officer, Bear, will be releasing an official
statement regarding the video shortly. We will share that
update with the community as soon as it is made public.

How You Can Make a Difference

Real change happens on the political stage through
consistent engagement. If you want to see results, it is vital
to support the advocates who are in Lansing every week
meeting with representatives.

Since this is an election year, your voice carries even
more weight:

« Identify your representatives: Know who is making
decisions for your specific district.

» Take Action: Call their offices, write letters, or attend
local “coffee hours” to speak with them directly.

Thank you to everyone who remains dedicated to the
cause and takes the time to get involved. Our freedom on
the road depends on our collective effort.

Sincerely,

Merry Garrett

& Her Marvelous, Awesome,
Great Committee

| Proud lifetime member of ABATE
Board Member, State Events Chair, RC
| Region 6 (covering Gladwin, Midland,
Bay City and Arenac counties)
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A.B.A.LE. OF MICHIGAN
PROTECTING RIDER'S RIGHTS — NATION WIDE

MRF 2026 HIGH PRIORITY OBJECTIVES:

- Autonomous Vehicles: Advocate and monitor any
legislation or regulations related to motorcycles concerning
connected and autonomous vehicles.

- Crash Avoidance: Continue to promote the theme of
crash avoidance versus safer crashing, urging the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) to focus on crash
prevention and support rider education by providing funding
and other resources.

- Data Recording: Pursue legislative language that
any collected or available vehicle data is the property
of the consumer and in which the consumer has the
choice of whether to opt-in to having their personal data
communicated to interested parties.

- Definition of a Motorcycle: Educate policymakers
and advocate for change to the current definition that
better reflects the current two and three-wheel motorcycle
landscape.

- Emission Regulations: Engage the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) & Congress on any activity related
to motorcycle emission regulations.

- Helmet Laws|Equipment Mandates: Oppose
any mandatory federal helmet or personal protective
equipment/apparel mandates.

- Internal Combustion Engines: Work to ensure the
survival of internal combustion engines.

- Profiling: Sustain lobbying efforts for the passage of
resolutions or legislation that promote awareness and the
prohibition of motorcyclist profiling.

- Renewable Fuels: Advocate for targeted changes to the
Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS).

- Right to Repair[Modify: Protect and advocate for
“Right to Repair” provisions that allow consumers the ability
to repair and modify their motorcycles.

- Surface Transportation Reauthorization (Highway
Bill): Advocate and pursue legislative efforts related to the
next highway bill reauthorization (the current act is set to
expire in 2026).

- Vulnerable Roadway User Terminology: Monitor and
ensure that motorcycles and motorcyclists are a specific and
unique category or classification.
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SCENIC RIDES

26TH ANNUAL

OGEMAW COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY

FRIDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT

R A LA . N BLESSING OF THE BIKERS Ly PRESENTS .
) MAY 3RD, 2026 STBAND Eypckl
(F)) OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK il — . s g R 'E.'LE' ENTS
= e —_— i h\,lh“,,h 1 '] ~ M g e
@\ COZY OUTDOOR SEATING ﬁﬂuﬂiﬂﬂb“ - _ HRE ~: ]]f
AMAZING HOMEMADE FOOD - ".:HEEHE { Y A
ku' FROM LOCALLY FARMED s:nur::ur:n;:::-h-ﬁsmucriJ ‘. ] : Yo, L‘\ \“E ﬁ' 4 _.g A
N HAPPY HOUR 2PM - SPM - g BIKE SHOW %ﬁ“, R X “‘:' ] ﬁ ! ﬁ! ‘ ;
MONDAY - FRIDAY — HOSTEDAY w ) “\3‘3 ;
\J OWMEDBYnmogfncmme ol T i e THUNDER ROADS, Py WEEKEND MUSIC LINE UP
HBLY) S £ 7 R -
il L = g 2Ok v SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT
MICHIGAN' g 1KE BASz, “END
Hog Roast: All you can eat $5.00 — NI \ ~ - >
Charity Ride for Youth Haven Ranch JUNE 19-2] 1YH] ' ; . ’
HE LIS -
Ride in Bike Show registered by 12:00 _ PLUS! 16 i
W res o LA SATURDAY: « LIVEENTERTAINMENT i [y
50/50 and Prizes to be given away el AL R » BLESSING OF THE BIKES « TATTOD STATION - ‘s ;
OUD FIPE CONTEST « BIKESHOW « TATTOD CONTEST - r
NO PETS PLEASE . auDDcowPETTION | - FuzZvsFeloevents | MOTORCICLE ' ! O O
= e & o » LIVE MUSIC AT HIGHT : = LIVEMUSIC AT NIGHT . DPENMIC AND KARACIKE THURSOAT i I. | {!-;;.
THE ALIBI BAR & GRILL CHURCH OF THE 1100 W ovio R0 RGRE e
OVID, MICHIGAN AL MF 1 : I g = e
989-834-5950 nn el i I - AqEE if 'EHI.:ITII A
1394 E. RIVERSIDE DR. | IONIA. MI 48846 Zos O
%) (616) 527-1810 T S WO RS W.C AWC AIR.ORG f
v o OWN THE ROAD. WEAR THE METAL
-y WWW. HeavyMetaIJeweIs com ; -
T £ SAGINAW BLESSING | |
¥y,
Lz -+, OF THE BIKES |
i
and Beemer Memaorial Run g par
Der atin = = 1E : Your one-stop shop for motorcycle gear, : \I., i
e o0 - y i accessories, and rider essentials. qﬂﬂ'_"_-;. { ‘.] |
- 3 U - - . | HE&B Cycles carries: AN e e e )
- i = ] E 0dd O 00 ! = New & Used Motorcycle Clothing ﬂ .
[] = = o] 3 ] | = Harley-Davidson® ltems :...q
{ = Leather Belts — Siced & Punched liv-House B l
Ly ooreS must 78 SUFRedin BY 9§ X i Pt Pt e =\
. J | = Knives & Guardian Bells 4 '1‘
. E = Sunglasses & Viest Extenders - — q""’5_' i
For more information, 1] M= i A — __.-,—"f.;i'_'-l-—'.,'.'" |;
scan the QR code below | T 1 £ L 2| |
(] = - OO0SE 000 o |h Wihether vou're cruising Main Street J'H'{I‘]' Ly = :;‘-:51':.;:—7'::'7_ - '! ..
B u d Rd, Sagina _ Ride hard with jewelry built for the road. We're  Shop Now E_:,_:TF:“HIE,:“,.:E: :,h,_',l::l,‘_':; :“f::',;h.m.,_ }‘}_“’“ =
A a Michigan-Based company delivering premium _ Stop in and check out what just rolled in. :.
pre e ’ g I . = b stainless steel bike chain bracelets, rings, F l'-
- = g U - necklaces and more. Backed by a Lifetime 9 E“B v';— FZRA':LK ST., CARD, MI 48723
; ; ! 089) 327-4744
. . . Warranty. No rust, no regrets - just solid style | i
saginawhblessingofthebikes.com e
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WELCOME To
THE FREE STATE Of
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yBLUE WATER EAGLE RIDERS 3702 @

__~B1UE WATER EAGLE RIDERS 3765~

MEMORIAL RUN

Saturday, May 16, 2026
 Sign-Up Begins at 10:00 am.
¢ Kickstands Up at NOOMN

& Blessing of the Bikes at 1T1:45 a.m.
CIPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sl;.m B- End Location:

Fratern: ey Ry I 1
8 Mo S . s [ SAT UP [L"{
Powt Huron, Wichigan : g '_ i '_‘. = ]']' J,|'|' L

& Registration: $15 per Bike

Bz .
S5 Parscricer . vy p
i R e
& Pl (rcksced vath regstration) 3

Al

¢ SOVS0 Raffle
i Bury In = Poler Hand

— Benefits:

" P?EA"CIEBENTLE‘I e =R I HUNTER
" L:“‘T - : ' % ; @ PROCEEDS HOSPITALITY
L " : e~ L3 = . BENMEFIT HOUSI

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
THUHBEB HI]H]]S

START & END (M-55)
720 b Houghton ke Or. RS
PRESSURE CRACK
519 botor fun Sngle Arier R4 G

£30 Foker Run w/ Passenger

c »—-—:-:.p;'--w-},-:?
" BLEssm{;unmm KES |-

SAT - MAY 30TH SUN - MAY 3IST
9:00 AM

9:00 AM
POKER RUN EI_RIE}&SLN[?TEE ﬂKE& & RIDE
IOM OPEN
SRRt R REGISTRATION OPENS FameaT Viasters

1:00 AM Bob 1LUVL
KSU FOR POKER RUN BLESSING OF THE BIKES REALTY GROUP

4:00 PM

12:00 PM
THE AFTER PARTY BEGINS ¥SU FOR A GUIDED RIDE

AROUND THE LAKE
&:00 PM 1 M,
LAST CALL FOR POKER RUN ‘&* %}‘

BIKES OFEI0] SCAN FOR MORE (,,-— ne
Hﬁﬁ.@: INFORMATION & VENDOR U— =
AN SPACE OR CONTACT

6:30 PM
WINNERS ANNOUNCED A LA00-MLEBIKER “'f#fﬂ“
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FOR THE KICKOFF TO SUMMER FUN AND
EVERY LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
THRU SEPTEMBER FROM 6-9PM

FINAL BIKE NIGHT SEPTEMBER 11, 2026

THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN WILL CHOOSE THE WINNER
OF THE 2026 BIKE NIGHT RAFFLE AT THE FINAL BIKE NIGHT ON
SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 AT VEHICLE CITY HARLEY-DAVIDSON OF FLINT!

($20 RAFFLE TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE RIGHT NOW INSIDE THE
VCHD MOTORCLOTHES DEPARTMENT. *NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.)

VEHICLECITYHARLEY.COM 2400 AUSTINS PKWY, FLINT MI 4850 810-234-6646

APRIL 2026 THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

YEAH, OR MER?

GEAR REVIEW: ShoreFire Saddlebag Lid Covers
Protection Where It Counts

BY ERIC “BIG E” KRUER

touring bike, you already

know, your saddlebag lids
take a beating. Every swing of
your boot. Every packed bag
before a road trip. Every gas
stop, rally, and overnight haul.

I f you put real mileson a

No trimming required. No
wrestling with stiff material. No
frustration in the garage. It’s the
kind of install that takes more
time to clean the lid properly
than it does to actually mount
the covers.

On my Harley-Davidson
Electra Glide Ultra Classic, the lids were starting to show
exactly how much | ride. Scuffs and Scratches: the kind of
wear that doesn’t affect performance but definitely affects
how you feel when you walk up to your bike. And | don’t
know about you, but | take pride in my ride.

My first attempt? It didn’t hit the mark; this wasn't my
first attempt at fixing the issue.

| had previously purchased another brand of saddlebag
covers, hoping for a quick cosmetic solution. What showed
up felt like factory seconds. The fitment wasn’t precise, the
finish wasn’t impressive, and overall, they looked like an
add-on rather than an upgrade.

Lesson learned.

When it comes to your bike, quality matters.

The Upgrade - ShoreFire

That’s when | decided to try ShoreFire Design, LLC
saddlebag lid covers. Right out of the package, the
difference was obvious. The material felt premium and
durable. The stitching was clean and tight. The design added
subtle style without overpowering the lines of the bike.
These weren't flashy; they were refined.

And the real test?

Fitment.

They fit flawlessly on the lids. No awkward gaps. No
bunching. No “good enough.” They looked like they
belonged there from day one.

Installation
Installation was straightforward and rider-friendly.

The mounting Velcro installs inside the lid cover itself,
creating a clean, secure attachment system. Once
positioned correctly, the covers lock into place and sit tight.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Customer Service

| also had the opportunity to contact customer service
when | needed additional mounting Velcro. The response
was quick, helpful, and professional. No runaround. No
automated nonsense. Just solid support. That still matters.

Final Thoughts

The ShoreFire saddlebag lid covers accomplished exactly
what | wanted; they cleaned up the cosmetic wear on my
Ultra Classic while adding protection against future scuffs
and scratches.

v They protect.

v They fit.

v/ They look right.

Sometimes we chase big performance numbers.
Sometimes we focus on chrome and horsepower. But

sometimes it’s the simple upgrades that bring new life back
to a machine that’s already carried you thousands of miles.

If your saddlebag lids are starting to show their story, this
is a clean way to preserve the bike without advertising every
mile.

And remember
Life is short bikers, so get after it.

THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE APRIL 2026 25
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APRIL 26— SXS SPRING FLING SCRAMBLES
MAY 9—- TBD
MAY |7— LEXINGTON BLESSING OF THE BIKES -
RIDE FROM P.H.M.C. TO LEXINGTON BLESSING
MAY 23— TEST N TUNE DIRT DRAG
JUNE 6- TBD
JUNE 27— HARLEY VS THE WORLD DIRT
DRAG-OPEN TWINS
JULY II-— ROAD RUN
JULY 25— TEST N TUNE DIRT DRAG
AUGUST 22— TEST N TUNE DIRT DRAG
SEPTEMBER 5— STEERING WHEEL SHOOTOUT
SEPTEMBER 26 — HARLEY VS THE WORLD DIRT
DRAG
OCOBER 4— 8IST ANNUL TURKEY RUN
OCTOBER 24— TEST N TUNE & TRUNK OR TREAT

EpEE

LD RD

Contact Dean at 810-357-6630
Email: PortHuronMC@gmail.com

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

pril...This month is one of our most heartfelt times of
Athe year when we can help those who are tossed around

like they don’t belong. But to us, they deserve more and
need whatever help we can give them. These are God'’s special
children, and they need our help more than ever! April focuses
on community care which strives to protect our children from
abuse and neglect before it occurs. Resource centers provide
support and assistance promoting family well-being and that’s
why Hot Rods has chosen Lenawee County Foster Care and
Children’s Protective Services to support. You can become
involved and join us in our efforts by making a donation or
finding a local community organization in your area to support.
Become involved, take action and make a difference.

Stay safe,

President | Hot Rods Motorcycle Awareness and Suicide Prevention Foundation

APRIL IS

Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month

Hot Rods Motorcyele Awareness and Suicide
Prevention Foundation

are collecting goods for
Foster Care / Children's Protective Services
Requested ilems this year are;
= Totes (15-30 Gal.)
= Diapaers size 34,5 and 6 & Diaper wipes

* Baby bottles/Sippy cups
= Sleap sacks lor babies
* Twin bed sheal sals | Crib sheals
= Shampoo | Condithoner
= Deodorant / Body Wash
* Laundry detergent / Dish scap / Hand soap
= All-purpose cleaning spray & Lysol wipes
= Bath loweals / wash clothes
= Gift cards: Fast lood, Grocery, Gas
{specifically, ones found in Adrian area)

Herms will be collgcted al our Mealngs
February 8%, March &7, and April 12™ @4pm
American Legion Post 268 = Milan M
oR
Call Joe f@ 517-920-1440 Laurie @ 517-423-6534

RSy

Jason Waechter TheMotorcycleLawyer.com 1-877-BIKER-LAW

THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE APRIL 2026 27
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‘Crack %ndz fnnd- & 5pmts |

9714 SAGINAW ST. ~ REESE MI 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

“BIKE/NGE
' Y TUESDAY

BIKE NIGHT SPECIALS

$2.00 domestic bottles
5 PM-CLOSE

$2 OFF chicken baskets (DINE IN ONLY)
5 PM-CLOSE

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Friend called me: Mornin’ Big plans today?
Me: Kicking ass and taking names -

Friend: You're still in your pajamas aren’t you?
Me: Yep.

Never leave the house without a kiss, a hug and
an "I love you.”

Then, wipe the dog hair off your lips on the way to
your truck or car.

I wonder if Eric Clapton really thought that “Yes,
my darling, you look wonderful..” or if it was the
20th outfit she had tried on and he just wanted to
get to the damn party?

My husband giving me directions like “*head north”
Me: Listen up Christopher Columbus, do I turn at
Taco Bell or head down towards Target?

Regular bitches smash windows and key your
truck, I'll get busy and take your transmission.
We aint the same.

I was born a female, I identify as a female, but
according to Stouffers portions, I'm a family of
four.

I paid my Psychiatrist to follow me on FaceBook.
That way we can skip the whole sessions nonsense
and she can just send me the pills.

I accidentally rubbed ketchup in my eyes ...great,
now I have Heinzsight.

My Doctor told me that I truly needed to watch my
chocolate intake, so I went to my favorite bakery
and bought a dozen jumbo chocolate cupcakes w/
chocolate icing and here is sit with them in hand,
in a chair, in front of a mirror and watching very
closely as I eat each one.

Just a thought .....I would truly like to acknowledge
and profoundly thank my middle finger for Always
sticking up for me when I need it.

Think I might join the Cicadas this summer and
just scream for 6 weeks straight.

Some people are like birds. You help them fly, and
once they are in the air, the chit on you.

Earl and his wife Roxie, were watching a boxing
match and the “chosen one to win” was knocked
out in the 1st round.

Earl says, “That’s just great! What a rip-off, all that
hype for nothing and it was all over in less than
one minute.”

Roxie looks over at Earl, “Well, at least you know
how I fee now.”

My tolerance for idiots is extremely low now. I
actually used to have some immunity built up, but
obviously there’s a new variant out there.

I re(:jceived a wedding invitation. At the bottom it
said:

“Your presence itself is a gift. We don’t want any
gifts at the wedding.”

I was very confused, so I read it again and again.
It's been close to an hour and I'm still confused.
Am I invited or not?

My bank balance is a constant reminder that I'm
safe from identity theft, and that pisses me off.

My df just sent me such a really weird message:
“helpmyspacebarbrokecanyoucomeoverandgiveme
analternative”

What does ‘ternative’ mean?

When Miley Cyrus dances nearly nude and licks a
hammer, it's called art.
When I do it, I get kicked out of Home Depot.

Me: Bruno, no more! Your dog food clearly states
on the bag, 1 cup

Bruno: Your Oreo box surely doesn't say 16 Oreos
Tricia, but clearly, here we are.

Enjoy this weather, put your ass on some leather!

Earl and Merle are at the Pub and Earl looks over
at this middle age woman who had slid off the bar
stool to go to the bathroom, when she was on her
way back to the stool, Earl looked up and nudged
Merle and said, “some women really should not
wear yoga pants, that’s all I'm saying.” Merle then
felt the need to say, "Dang, maybe they should
just ban yoga pants cause them there makes her
ﬁarl?el toe look like a queen size mattress bent in
alf.

Joker’s Wild composed by: Toni McCoy Shearon | thunderroadsfounder@gmail.com

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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SERVING ALL OF YOUR LED LIGHTING NEEDS

HEADLIGHTS, TURN SIGNALS, GROUND EFFECTS FOR
MOTORCYCLES, GOLF CARTS, BOATS, AUTO & MORE

TWISTEDILLUSIONSLIGHTING.COM

30

989-286-1439

VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED

WE AFFER A PULL
R LINE &F AEM AND
AFTERMARKET
PARTS + ACCETSORIES

PERFORMANCE WPCRADET
+* MUCH MoRE!

! TRAETT ..-'L
POWERSPORTS

— MAY—SEPTEMEER

BIKE&TRIKE

EVERY 3xrd
SATURDAY

MIELANBW

1B14 w--h:l.ﬂg‘lm !Il‘l--L Midlandem M 48443

..THE ONLY LAST RIDE.

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round.

(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273
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APRIL 2026

April 4

- Cadillac Motorcycle Swap Meet
The Wexford County Civic Center
1320 N Mitchell St.

Cadillac, MI

Check out Facebook for details

- Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser
Abate Region 11

American Legion Post 4

401 N. Groesbeck

Mt. Clemens, MI

April 18

- 18th D-FROST-RUN

Motown Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd

Taylor, MI

Check out Facebook for details

April 24

- Thunder Roads Michigan
2026 Bike Nights

Vehicle City H-D Bike Night
2400 Austin Pkwy.

Flint, MI

Check out Facebook for details

April 25

- 2 Year Anniversary

Steel Horse Ranch

1965 Mertz Rd.

Caro, MI

Check out Facebook for details

- Blessing of the Bikes

Otsego BFW Post 3030

124 N Farmer St.

Otsego, MI

Check out Facebook for details

-Blessing of the Bikes & Food Drive
Blessed Hope Christian Church
3804 Hazel Ave.

Lincoln Park, M

Check out Facebook for details

- Ride to the Ranch
Ride with Purpose
Check out Facebook for details

April 26

- American Legion Chapter 4
6th Annual Blessing of the Bikes
401 N. Groesbeck Hwy.

Mount Clemens, MI

Check out Facebook for details

- Huntington, Indiana
Motorcycle Swap Meet
Huntington County Fairgrounds
631E. Taylor St.

Huntington, IN

Check out Facebook for details

- Port Huron M|C

SxS Spring Fling Scrambles
3376 Griswold Rd.

Port Huron, Mi

MAY 2026

May 2

- 9th Annual Blessing of the Bikes
American Legion Post 351

46146 Cass Ave.

Utica/Shelby Township, MI
Check out Facebook for details

May 3

- 9th Annual Metro Detroit AMCA
antique motorcycle swap meet
Eastern Michigan Fairgrounds
Check out Facebook for details

- 26th Annual Blessing of the Bikers
Church of the Living Word

1100 N. Ovid Rd.

Ovid, MI

See ad in Magazine for details

May 5

- Cinco De Mayo

Iron Horse Bar & Grill

3592 Main St.

Akron, MI

Check out Facebook for details

May 10

- Midland Mothers Day

Swap Meet & Bike Show
Midland County Fairgrounds
Check out Facebook for details

May 16

- Allen Yeitter Memorial Run
And Blessing of the Bikes
Fraternal Order of Eagles 3702
2645 Howard Street

Port Huron, MI

See ad in Magazine for details

- Blessing of the Bikes
The Bank Colwood Michigan
Check out Facebook for details

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

May 17

“THE ORIGINAL" Blessing of the Bikes
Baldwin, MI

Check out Facebook for details

May 23

- Bubba’s 25th Annual
Memorial Weekend Classic
804804 S Huron Rd.

Linwood, MI

Check out Facebook for details

- Stop the Silence Mental Health
Support Motorcycle Ride
Motown Harley-Davidson

14100 Telegraph Rd.

Taylor, MI

Check out Facebook for details

May 29

- Thunder Roads Michigan
2026 Bike Nights

Vehicle City H-D Bike Night
2400 Austin Pkwy.

Flint, MI

Check out Facebook for details

May 30

- Broken Souls Tiki Run

Ryders Bar & Grill

2650 W. Midland Rd,

Midland, MI

Check out Facebook for details

- Houghton Lake

Blessing of the Bikes

928 W. Houghton Lake Dr.
Prudenville, MI

Check out Facebook for details

- Biker Awareness Day

Steel Horse Ranch

1965 Mertz Rd.

Caro, Mi

Check out Facebook for details

THUNDER ROADS®

et
MICH]GAN.

May 31

- Houghton Lake Blessing of the Bikes
928 W. Houghton Lake Dr.
Prudenville, MI

Check out Facebook for details

Bold events indicate Advertiser/
Supporter of Thunder Roads® MI
Please patronize our advertisers.

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!!

Increase your attendance by
posting your event in Thunder
Roads Magazine of Michigan.

All Advertised Events in our
Magazine will have their event
Posted on the Pull-Out Calendar
(specific issues) and your Event
will be highlighted in the
Thunder Roads® Events Calendar
of the Magazine.

Thunder Roads Magazine® of
Michigan - Your Michigan Biker
Connection
(Call about our Special Discounts
for Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder
Roads Magazine and on our website,
send the information to: Editor@
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com. Event
information must be received prior to the 10
of the month preceding the event month to be
posted in the magazine.

Remember to call ahead before planning to
attend any event as the information/dates
may change. Thunder Roads Michigan is Not
responsible for errors or omissions.

/ mmz‘f’m

FINE

if.!gg IS

115 Center Ave,
Bc-ljg" tit}", |\"1.i 48708
989-894-6673

Celebrating the good lite for 20 years
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' StateFarm

o

Auto, Homeowners
Condo, Renters,
Motorcycle, Life,

Health Supplement

967 S. Saginaw Rd
TIM BOY®CHUCK Midland, MI 48640
STATE FARM 989-832-2665

INSURANCE AGENT (See Directory for-Address)

www.TimBoychuck.com

Buckwild Saloon - Fostoria
Trackside Food & Spirits - Reese

Ghost Town Saloon - Elwell
Iron Horse Bar & Grill - Akron
The Post Restaurant & Bar - Cass City
. _THURSDAY'S |
Beeter’s Brew Pub - Sebewaing
Tool Shed Pub & Grub - Munger
The Otherside Bar & Grill - Freeland

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson - Last Friday

: '... o X
fﬁriila"l% \'
of the Month - Flint

XOREO 6‘ _____________SATURDAY’S |
wE'rmq 3 FABMTN e A&W - 3rd Saturday of the Month -

Midland

WELDING - FABRICATING - REPAIRS D&K Bar and Grill - Elmira
I}NI} PMSMﬂ 2 MUBILE WELDINE The Alibi Bar & Grill - lonia

CAREY BUTTERFIELD JR.
e E D0 | JQ}%E (These Bike Nights are supporters|
. YU EU.00 advertisers of Thunder Roads®
2681 RINGLE RD., AKRON MI 48701 . . .
Michigan Magazine)

WWHY.OREOWELDING.CON ﬁa
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Pick up your

at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue.

Pick up your

at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue.

MC PARTS & SERVICE
508 Fab & V-Twin
508 N. Clinton Ave.
St. Johns, M| 48879
989-292-4508
www.508FabMachining.com

Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle
804 S. Huron Rd.
Linwood, MI 48634
989-697-5525
www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Crest Motorcycle
Machine Shop
944 E. Emmett St.
Battle Creek, Ml 49014
269-300-8906

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave
West Branch, M| 48661
989-343-5454
Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46
Howard City, Ml 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S M-76
West Branch, M| 48661
989-345-1330
www.Gildnershd.com

J &R Cycle
17447 Lasher Rd.
Detroit, Ml 48219
313-766-5668
www.jrcustomceycledetroit.com

Klenow’s Customs
3280 Bay Rd.
Saginaw, Ml 48603
989-284-5972
H-D Customization and Repair

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 48858
989-773-9991

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson
of Lapeer
1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, Ml 48446
810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Mertz Rd.
Caro, M1 48723
989-683-4130

Check us out on Facebook

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.
Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550
www.TractionPowersports.net

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy
Flint, Mi 48507
810-234-6646
Bike Night -
Last Friday of the Month

MOTORCYCLE GEAR
H&B Cycles
418 W. Frank St.
Caro, M1 48723
989-327-4744

Heavy Metal Jewelry
Shop At:
www.HeavyMetalJewelry .Com
Lifetime Warranty

MOTORCYCLE
ORGANIZATIONS
ABATE OF MICHIGAN
LOOK TWICE. SAVE ALIFE
To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058
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American Legion Post 510
830 S. Clinton St.
Stockbridge, MI 49285
Hell To Paradise Ride

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle
Awareness & Suicide
Prevention Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com
419-349-8075

Port Huron Motorcycle Club
3376 Griswold Rd.
Port Huron, MI 48060
810-982-4894
See You at the Races!
P.H.M.C. Since 1948

SPECIALTY PARTS
& SERVICES
Insomnia Bagger Audio
158 Peck
Battle Creek, Ml 49014
269-224-8119
www.InsomniaBaggerAudio.
com
High End Bagger Audio Builds

Twisted lllusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals
Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto &
More!
989-280-1439
TwistedlllusionsLighting@gmail.com

BARS & RESTAURANTS
A&W Restaurant
1514 Washington St.
Midland, MI
989-832-3811
Bike Night Every 3rd Saturday

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.
Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170
Full Bar & Pub Menu
Thursday Ride in Specials

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Buckley Roadside Bar
116 W. Wexford Ave.
Buckley, MI 49620
231-269-4170
Outdoor Bar Area
Bike Night Thursday

Buckwild Saloon
9258 Foster Rd.
Fostoria, Ml 48435
989-795-1082
Bike Night Tuesday

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,
Sports & Sprits!

D&K Bar and Grill
2919 Us-131
Elmira, MI 49730
231-546-3342
Bike Night Saturday

Doc’s on the River
9121 North US-31
Free Soil, Ml 49411
231-621-1744
Bike Night Wednesday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, Ml 48832

989-463-4693
Bike Night Wednesday

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5791
Wednesday Ride in Specials

Jailhouse Bar & Grill
2707 Nelson St.
Manistee, Ml 49660
Outdoor Seating

Remies Bar
111 S. Third St.
Marquette, Ml 49855
906-226-9133
Rider Owned
A Marquette Legend Since 1934!

Scooter’s Bar & Grill
6004 Torrey Rd.
Flint, Ml 48507
(810) 655-6884

Bike Night Wednesday

Silver Bullet Saloon
8347 E Washington Rd.
Branch, Ml 49402
231-898-8400

The Alibi Bar & Grill
1394 E. Riverside Dr.
lonia, M| 48846
616-522-1810
Bike Night Saturday

The Final Pour Gazebo Bar
1020 E. Huron
Au Gres, M| 48703
989-876-4653
Full Bar & Menu
Best Outdoor Bar Seating

The Otherside Bar & Grill
8301 Midland Rd.
Freeland, Ml 48623
989-695-5563
Bike Night Thursday

The Post Restaurant & Bar
6444 Main St.
Cass City, MI 48726
989-872-44388
Bike Night Wednesday

The Whiskey Jar
4397 Main St.
Brown City, Ml 48416
810-346-3028
Bike Night Tuesday

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, M| 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Tool Shed Pub & Grub
12 W. Munger Rd.
Munger, M1 48747

989-233-3630
Bike Night Thursday
NEW OWNERS!

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.
Downtown Hastings, Ml
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer
Bikers Always Welcome

The Whyte Goose
108 State St.
Bay City, Ml 48706
989-895-5342

Woody’s Tavern
2517 Baldwin Rd.
Fenton, MI 48430
810-373-6108
Daily 2-Wheel Specials
Bike Night Sunday

CHURCHES
Church Of The Living Word
Blessing Of The Bikers
1100 N. Ovid Rd.

Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.Org

FUNERAL SERVICES
Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY Funeral Home,
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs
Notice
734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273
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LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.SecurityCU.org

LOUNGES
Timothy’s Fine Cigars
115 Center Ave.
Bay City, Ml 48708
989-894-6673

LODGING & CAMPING
Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar
Campground And Cabins

W, 17838 US-2
Gould City, M1 49838
906-477-6983
Home of the Rendezvous Rally
Father’s Day Weekend

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Riffle River Trail
West Branch, Ml 48661
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com
Bike Bash
Old Highway Campground
14335 US-12
Brooklyn, MI 49230
517-662-1782
Brooklynmarket@
usa2goquickstore.com

Oscoda Area Convention
& Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush,
Ml
1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

INSURANCE
State Farm -Tim Boychuck
967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd.
Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
Rider Owned!

LEGAL SERVICES
Michigan Biker Law
37699 6 Mile Rd. Ste. 250
Livonia, MI 48152
1-800-MI-Biker
www.Michiganbiker.com

VEHICLE PARTS
& SERVICES
Henderson Brothers
Rustproofing
Since 1962
402 E. Lyon
Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It's Us or Rust!

SERVICES
Musselman Excavating, LLC
Biker Owned
“We do it in the Dirt”
989-777-0822
www.MusselmanExcavatingLLC.
com

Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication
2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815
www.OreoWelding.com

Speedway Fuel
and Convenience Store
288 E. Huron Rd.
Vassar, Ml 48678
Bikers Welcome!
Fueling Your Ride for
Over 70 Years!

TATTOO
Addictive Ink Tattooing
152 E. Saginaw Rd.
Sanford, Ml 48657
989-687-PAIN
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THEONLY LAW FIRM EXCLUSIVELY
RESENTING THEMIGHISAN MOTORCYCLE
OMMUNIFYAFOR'OVER'30 YEARS|

Kk Kk

IRRY ANDHIS TEAM -

MAKE SURE YI]U HAVE e

UNINSURED & UNDERINSURED F YﬂU AHE INVULVED
ON YOUR MOTORCYCLE POLICY : . 4 IN AN ABBIDENT
UNLIMITED MEDICAL COVERAGE -~ e IR A DALL THE POLICE ="
ON YOUR AUTOMOBILE POLICY ‘s TOREPORT THE ACCIDENT
| ' Al ~ 2.IDENTIFY WITNESSES
- : 7 M _ GET NAMES AND PHONE NUMBERS
BIKEHS, q’ ,. 3. GIVE YOUR STATEMENT TO THE POLICE
' . i 4 SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION
PH']TEGT e SRR 5.NEVER GIVE STATEMENTS

TO INSURANCE ADJUSTERS

YUU RSELF' =~ j 6.CALL MICHIGAN BIKER LAW AT:
DON'T FALL VICTIM TO THE 1-800-MI-BIKER

“FULL COVERAGE 1-800-642-4537

24 HR. SUPPORT / 7 DAYS A WEEK
MYTH’ | NoRecou

CALL
1-800-MI-BIKER

T0 SPEAK WITH AN ATTORNEY

sl gﬂgﬂf& i LARRY MAITLAND Il - ATTORNEY AT LAW

‘swconcasnany MICHIGANBIKER.COM




