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BUILT BY BIKERS FOR BIKERS

313-510-1587
1965 Mertz Rd. Caro, MI

Tuesday 5pm - 8pm
Fostoria, MI

Wednesday 5pm - 9pm
Cass City, MI

Holster Geek Custom Kydex 
Holster Laser Engraving 

810-337-5485

Motorcycle Repair
Accessories Tires & More!

989-455-1187

Custom Airbrushing 248-820-2180

Custom Paint & Insurance Work
615-589-3804

2026
BIKE NIGHTS

DJ 9pm-1am

FOAM PARTY

WET T-SHIRT
 CONTEST 11pm

NOON-4pm
RIDE IN BIKE SHOW

FOOD TRUCKS

LIVE MUSIC 2pm-7pm
by The Relay Band

LIVE MUSIC 8pm - 1am LIVE MUSIC 8pm - 1am 
by the

BROKEN BOTTLE BAND

CHARITY BIKE RUN
FOOD TRUCKS

REGISTRATION OPENS 10:00am
LAST BIKE OUT AT 12:00 pm

LIVE MUSIC FROM 2pm-7pm
by The Relay Band        

MUSIC AND ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THUNDER ROADS MICHIGAN

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
(989) 691-5761 Or, Rich @ (989)551-5440

Follow the Event on Facebook!

HOLLYWOOD & VINE
SILVERWOOD, MI

MICHIGAN
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The opinions expressed in any articles are those of the author, and not 
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LETTER FROM THE OWNERS

BIKE: CHANGES
1979 H-D IRONHEAD

BUILT BY DEREK LONG

FALLING BACKWARDS

Is it possible we actually won’t be “falling backward” for 
daylight saving time this year? I know some of you probably 
don’t care either way, but honestly, I’d rather not gain an extra 

hour—I already have enough to do in a day!
Regardless of what happens with the clocks, we are in the 

absolute full swing of riding season right now. We know many of 
you are packed and gearing up for those long, epic treks out to 
Sturgis and whatever other directions the wind takes you. While 
they might eventually drop the time changes, they can’t stop the 
temperatures from eventually dropping too—but let’s not get 
ahead of ourselves just yet! We’ve been pushing 100-degree days 
lately, and there is still a massive amount of riding left to be had 
this season. Plus, putting a little extra highway between us and 
the Canadian wildfire smoke certainly wouldn’t hurt!

We’re looking forward to some late-season miles ourselves. Over 
a year ago, we made plans with friends to ride down to the Florida 
Keys in October. It will be our first time making that trip, and we 
can’t wait to hit the coast.

Thunder Rally in the Valley: Adapting & Overcoming
August 21-23, 2026, brings our Thunder Rally in the Saginaw 

Valley, and if there’s one thing this lifestyle teaches you, it’s how 
to adapt and overcome. We had high hopes of bringing our vision 
of a U.S. veteran rally to the Tri-Cities on a much larger scale, but 
man, it is tough out there right now! Honestly, we had moments 
where we thought about canceling and starting over next year, 
but we decided—why not push forward? We have nothing to lose, 
and most importantly, we’ve already raised a decent amount of 
money for the USS Edson Museum to fund overnight stays on the 
ship for our veterans.

At the end of the day, this event was never about us—it has 
always been for them. So, either way, that makes it a win. Besides, 
we don’t need an excuse or a reason to have fun; we just do!

We truly hope you’ll ride out and join us for the weekend. Please 
consider making a donation to the Saginaw Naval Ship Museum 
by taking a ship tour and participating in our scavenger hunt ride. 
Remember, rustic tent camping is available for donations, and 
we’ll be spending the evenings hanging out around the campfire 
jamming to some tunes.

August 29th: Season 4 Wyld 
Stallions Build Finale

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
August 29th! We’ll be at Owosso 
Vintage Motorcycle Days for the Season 
4 Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build 
Competition Finale. The best part? The 
winner of the competition is chosen 
entirely by YOU, the public!

Come on down, check out some 
incredible craftsmanship, cast your 
vote for your favorite custom build, 
and share some laughs with the 
builders and our team!

See you out on the Michigan Thunder 
Roads!

~R J

FOR LIFE'S WILD RIDE

LEATHER & WESTERN WEAR

For on the job, on the

road, or out on the town.

J e w e l r y,  l e a t h e r  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  a n d  M o r e !

5738 F-41   OSCODA, MI   48750
989-569-5623

LIVE MUSIC    COMEDY    DJ    
MUSIC BINGO    GREAT FOOD & DRINKS

NORTH

FRIDAY SATURDAY
Worship Service (Main 
Pavilion) - 8:30am
Breakfast - 9:30am - 
11:30am
Flea Market - 10:00am
Beer Tent - 3:00pm
Bike Show (Center Field)Bike Show (Center Field) 
- 5:30pm
Bike Raffle Drawing - 
6:00pm
Parade (Starts at Beer 
Tent) - 7:00pm

Flea Market - 12:00pm
Beer Tent - 3:00pm
Euchre Tournament & 
Opening Ceremony - 6:00pm 

FUN RUN
(Saturday)

Sign-up 9:00am - 11:00am
Kicks Stand Up (Starts at 
Beer Tent) - 11:00am
Blessing of The Bikes - 
10:45am

MUSIC 
ENTERTAINMENT BY:

SPLIT DECISION & 
MOVIN ON

ELKTON COMMUNITY CLUB
THUMB BILLIES AUTO CARE

D.J’S TOILET & SEPTIC 
SERVICE

LEGION RIDERS 499 & 351
FREEDOM CRUISERS RIDING FREEDOM CRUISERS RIDING 

CLUB CHAPTER 29
AYPA POWER

MCBOUVS LAUNDROMAT
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CHAPLAIN CHARLIES CORNER: 

More Than a Tank  
BY CHAPLAIN CHARLIE

There are some rides you take because the road is 
beautiful. Others because the destination is exciting. And 
then there are those rare rides that become something 

much bigger than either the road or the destination. They 
become a memory you carry with you for the rest of your life.

On July 1, I had the privilege of experiencing one of those 
unforgettable rides.

As Chaplain of the American Legion Riders at Sanford 
American Legion Post 443, I joined approximately fifteen fellow 
riders before sunrise at Valley Plaza in Midland. Our kickstands 
were up early as we prepared to head south to Burton, 
Michigan. Waiting for us there was something extraordinary, an 
M60 Patton tank from the Vietnam era that would soon begin 
its final journey home to Sanford. We weren’t just escorting a 
piece of military equipment. We were escorting history.

When we arrived in Burton, Fisher Sand & Gravel was already 
preparing for the move. Watching a massive crane carefully lift 
over fifty tons of American military history onto the transport 
trailer was an incredible sight. The precision of the operators 
was nothing short of amazing.

But the machinery wasn’t what made the day unforgettable, 
it was the people. Among those standing beside us were two 
Vietnam veterans. As I watched them observe the tank being 
loaded, I noticed something I’ll never forget…. Their smiles. 
Not just polite smiles, but the kind that reach all the way to 
your eyes. Smiles filled with memories, pride, and perhaps even 
a little healing. For many Americans, an M60 Patton is simply 
an old tank displayed in a park. For these men, it represented 
brothers they served alongside, difficult days they survived, and 
sacrifices most of us can never fully understand.

As bikers, we often talk about freedom. We feel it every time 
we throw a leg over the saddle and point our front wheels 
toward the horizon. On this ride, that truth felt especially real.

With the tank securely loaded, the convoy began making its 
way north toward Sanford. The oversized transport truck led the 
procession while our motorcycles followed behind.

What happened along the route reminded me why I love this 
country. People stood along roadsides waving American flags, 
cars honked, families smiled, children pointed, drivers gave us a 
thumbs-up.

For a little while, political divisions disappeared. Nobody 
cared about politics. They simply saw veterans, motorcycles, 
American flags, and a Vietnam-era tank making its way to a 
new home.

This year marks America’s 250th birthday. As we celebrated 
Independence Day, I couldn’t think of a more meaningful way 
to honor our nation than escorting a symbol of those who 
answered the call to serve.

Our Vietnam veterans answered that call.
Some came home, many did not, many others returned 

carrying wounds that couldn’t be seen.
The tank now standing in Sanford isn’t there to glorify war. It 

stands to remind us of the cost of freedom and the courage of 
those willing to defend it.

Later that week, I watched the new Young Washington movie 
as part of my Fourth of July celebration. Seeing the struggles 
of General George Washington reminded me that every 
generation has had its defining moments, from Lexington and 
Concord to Normandy, Vietnam, and today’s service members 
around the world. The names and places change, but courage 
never goes out of style.

When our convoy rolled into Sanford, another crane was 
already waiting. Curious by nature, I pulled out my phone and 
started the stopwatch. From the moment the crane began 
lifting the tank until it balanced over its concrete pad... One 
minute and thirty-one seconds. Months of planning and 
thousands of pounds of steel were expertly placed into position 
in just ninety-one seconds.

Our sincere thanks go to Fisher Sand & Gravel for helping to 
make this project possible. Their professionalism and generosity 
helped bring this piece of history home.

As I stood there looking at the tank resting in its new home, 
my thoughts drifted to John 15:13:

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.”

Those words capture the heart of sacrifice. While not every 
veteran gave his or her life on the battlefield, every one of them 
was willing to. That willingness deserves our respect every day 
of the year.

If you find yourself riding through Sanford, stop by American 
Legion Post 443. Take a few moments to stand beside the M60 
Patton. Say a quiet prayer for those who served, and bring your 
children or grandchildren so they can experience a piece of 
history firsthand.

Motorcycles have always been about more than chrome or 
horsepower. They bring people together and remind us that 
some roads are worth traveling simply because of who rides 
beside us.

This was one of those rides.
One I’ll never forget.
Until next month, ride safe, ride often, and whenever you 

have the opportunity, thank a veteran. The freedoms we enjoy 
every time we twist the throttle were purchased by generations 
who answered a call much greater than themselves.

God bless you, God bless our veterans, 
and may God continue to bless the 
United States of America.
Yours in faith and fellowship,

Chaplain Charlie
Chaplain Dean Titus (Charlie)
Sanford American  
Legion Riders #443
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ACT FAST!AUTO INJURY

MOTORCYCLE INJURY

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

LICENSE APPEALS

your defense
starts now

protect your
record

protect your
license

protect your
freedom

HIRE LOCAL!
551144  EE..  MMiiddllaanndd  SStt..
BBaayy  CCiittyy,,  MMII  4488770066

OWER  AW.COM
998899  889944  00110000

protect your
motorcyclist rights

G L FFoollllooww  UUss!!

*MINIMUM
OF 25 BIKESREWARD

MOTORCYCLE FUNDRAISERS

CASH

70 W. GRAND LEDGE HWY.    MULLIKEN, MI
 

LET US HELP YOU WITH
YOUR FUNDRAISER!

ROADHOUSE WILL PAY $1 PER BIKE.

FREE MONEY!

517.648.6008

THE
MULLIKEN
ROADHOUSE

add

add

add

660000  EEAASSTT
MMIIDDLLAANNDD  SSTT..
BBAAYY  CCIITTYY,,   MMII

4488770066

CLOSED TUESDAYSEst. 1964
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VETERANS VETERANS 
     CORNER     CORNER

August reminds us that while the summer riding 
season is in full swing, our greatest journey has never 
been about the miles we ride—it’s about the lives we 

touch.
The heart of every Veteran Riders chapter is simple: 

Veterans Helping Veterans. It is more than a slogan; it is 
our commitment to never leave a fellow veteran behind. 
Whether we’re raising funds, visiting a veteran in need, 
supporting military families, honoring the fallen, or simply 
making a phone call to check on a brother or sister, every act 
of kindness strengthens our community.

Many veterans continue to face challenges long after their 
military service ends. Sometimes the support they need 
isn’t financial—it’s friendship, understanding, and knowing 
someone genuinely cares. A conversation over coffee, an 
invitation to ride, or a simple “How are you doing?” can 
make all the difference.

As we ride through Michigan this month, let’s continue 
to represent our veteran community with pride, respect, 
and compassion. Be the reason another veteran knows 
they are not alone. Welcome new members, encourage 
participation, and remember that every veteran has a story 
worth hearing.

Thank you to every member who gives their time, energy, 
and heart to this organization. Your willingness to serve 
others proves that the spirit of military service never truly 
ends—it simply takes on a new mission.

May your roads be safe, your friendships grow stronger, 
and your commitment to Veterans Helping Veterans 
continue to inspire everyone you meet.

Together, we ride with purpose. Together, we serve with 
honor. Together, we make a difference.

As I close, I want each of you to know how proud I am to 
stand beside you. You are more than fellow riders—you are 
my brothers and sisters in arms, united by service, sacrifice, 
and an unbreakable bond that time can never erase. No 
matter where life’s road takes us, remember that you are 
never alone. Continue to lift each other up, reach out when 
someone needs a hand, and never underestimate the impact 
you have simply by showing up for one another.

May God watch over you, protect you on every mile, 
and bless you and your families. Ride with honor, live with 
purpose, and never forget that together we are stronger 

than any challenge we 
face.

May God Bless you and 
Ride Safe… 
 
 
SHARON K HARVEY,  
USAF (RETIRED)

Veterans Helping Veterans: The Ride Never Ends

SPONSORED BY:

4-8PM

MUSIC BY:

SATURDAY - SEPTEMBER 26, 2026
CHECK IN: 10:30AM - 11:30AM

@ STEEL HORSE RANCH
1965 MERTZ RD. CARO, MI

STOP 1:
STOP 2:
STOP 3:
STOP 4:
FINAL STOP: 

IRON HORSE BAR & GRIL - AKRON, MI
KINGSWOOD OUTFIELD - KINGSTON, MI
THE WHISKEY JAR - BROWN CITY, MI
BUCKWILD SALOON - FOSTORIA, MI

MORGAN'S PLACE - MILLINGTON, MI
PLAN TO STAY THE NIGHT!

LIMITED ELECTRIC/WATER HOOKUPS
UNLIMITED TENT CAMPING

DONATION - $20 SINGLE / $30 DOUBLE
WWW.MORGANSPLACE.ORG

SUPPORT A GREAT CAUSE & WIN BIG!

WWW.MORGANSPLACE.ORG
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Our Menu!

Hopefully this message really hits home.

We see hundreds of motorcycles at rides, rallies, 
and events all across Michigan, but far too few 
riders are making it to Lansing or attending their 

local ABATE of Michigan meetings. The reality is that ABATE 
is out there every day, working the halls of the Capitol and 
pounding the pavement to keep motorcycle rights at the 
forefront.

We’re asking every rider—and even those who don’t 
ride but support our community—to get involved. Join 
ABATE (we’ve even added a youth membership), attend 
a meeting, support our events, and contact your elected 
representatives. These things matter. Without strong 
support, we risk losing the freedoms we often take 
for granted, while facing higher insurance costs, more 
regulations, and fewer choices about how we ride.

When you see hundreds of bikes at an event, remember 
that organizations like ABATE have helped protect the rights 
that have allowed you to show up the way you choose to 
at those events. Every venue, club, and organization that 

hosts motorcycle events should consider supporting ABATE 
and the MRF because this work can’t continue without the 
backing of the riding community.

As you are thinking about going for your next ride, please 
consider joining us at ABATE of MICHIGAN, the Motorcycle 
Riders Foundation (MRF), or both!  Remember that both 
the MRF and ABATE of Michigan are fighting for the future 
of motorcycling. If you value the freedom to ride, please 
consider supporting both organizations. Together, our voices 
are stronger, and together we can continue protecting the 
rights of all motorcyclists.

Become a supporting member and join the MRF for their 
Meeting of the Minds in September!

A.B.A.T.E. OF 
MICHIGAN

&

Sincerely,
Merry Garrett  
& Her Marvelous, Awesome, 
Great Committee 

Proud lifetime member of ABATE 
Board Member, State Events Chair, RC 
Region 6 (covering Gladwin, Midland, 
Bay City and Arenac counties) 
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V

Music

RRiiddee  hhaarrdd   wwii tthh   jjeewweell rryy   bbuu ii ll tt   ffoorr   tthhee  rrooaadd ..   WWee'' rree

aa  MMiicchh iiggaann--BBaasseedd  ccoommppaannyy   ddee ll ii vveerr iinngg  pprreemmiiuumm

ssttaa iinn lleessss  sstteeeell   bb iikkee  cchhaaiinn   bbrraacceelleettss ,,   rr iinnggss,,

nneecckkllaacceess  aanndd  mmoorree..   BBaacckkeedd  bbyy   aa   LL ii ffeett iimmee

WWaarr rraannttyy ..   NNoo  rruusstt ,,   nnoo  rreegg rreettss   --   jjuusstt   ssoo ll iidd   ssttyy llee

tthhaatt   llaassttss  ffoorreevveerr..

wwwwww..HHeeaavvyyMMeettaa llJJeewweellss ..ccoomm

55 11 77 -- 99 9966 -- 66 22 3300
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

2026 RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST SPONSORS

*MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN

2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

1. GET YOUR CARD

Find a Registration Ride Stop - They are listed on 
“THE STOPS” page(s) with a RIDE CARD IMAGE 
along with the OFFICIAL RIDE-STOP STAMP by their 
name and on their ad in the magazine.  If you already 
have a card from a previous contest year, you MUST 
GET A NEW ONE.  The information that you provide 
when you sign up for your FREE Ride Card is solely 
used by Thunder Roads® Michigan and will NOT be 
used for any purpose other than this contest.  You will 
be handed your FREE Ride n’ Win Card right then.     
It has a unique number registered to your name.  

2. CHECK IN!

Once you have your card with your unique Ride n’ Win 
number, you can start checking in. Go to any or all 
the stops listed with the Ride n’ Win Stamp and check 
in!  There are also Event Stops each month where 
you can check in.  Each Official Ride Stop where you 
check in gets you entered to win a monthly prize.  
Spend over $10 there, and your Ride Card number will 
get counted twice and double your chance of winning!  

3. MONTHLY PRIZE WINNERS

If you are a lucky winner, you will be notified by text 
and email via the information you provided when you 
received your card.   The winning numbers will also be 
published on the WINNERS page in Thunder Roads® 
Michigan Magazine each month.  If you are notified or 
see your Ride Card number on the WINNERS page 
in the Magazine, head to the establishment to pick 
up your prize for that month. ** You will need to show 
them your Ride Card number to claim your prize at 
their location.  Please note: You only have 45 days to 
claim your prize once you are notified.

FEW FACTS
● Winners are randomly picked from each                
Registration/Ride Stops, Ride Stops, and Event Stops 
each month. 
● The more places you check in, the greater your 
chances are of winning a prize from that location, and 
grand prize giveaways at the end of the season.    

● If you spend $10 or more at any Ride Stop, your 
Ride Card number gets counted twice!  Please 
note: This contest is FREE because of our amazing            
Sponsors. Please support them in return. 
● You can check-in once a week at each Ride Stop.  
You have the chance to win multiple prizes each 
month by checking in at as many Ride Stop’s as you 
can.     
● Each check-in and bonus check-in will get you      
entered to win:

- A brand new set of tires professionally installed 
by Traction Powersports.
- A sound package by Insomnia Bagger Audio.
- A Custom Dynamic under glow kit complete with 
Bluetooth and Break Alert provided by Twisted             
Illusions Lighting.
- The 2005 Harley-Davidson Softail Deuce courtesy of 
Steel Horse Ranch at the end of the season party!
- Plus, more grand prizes to be announced!

IT’S REALLY THAT SIMPLE!
1. Get Your Own Unique Michigan Ride n’ Win Card. 
(It Does Not Expire)

2. Get the list of Ride Stops each month from a copy 
of Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine or at www.
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

3. Ride to any of the Ride n’ Win stops and use your 
smartphone and check in!

4. Congratulations, you’re entered to win cool priz-
es each month!  Plus, the major prizes at the end 
of the season from our sponsors, AND THE 2005            
HARLEY-DAVIDSON SOFTAIL DEUCE!!  

HERE’S THE DETAILS!
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

MICHIGAN’S MICHIGAN’S #1#1 MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE MOTORCYCLE MAGAZINE

RIDE SAFE
AND

RESPONSIBLY

AUGUST 2026 STOPS MAP

Look for the Official Ride n’ Win 
Registration Card on 

Participating Locations Ads, 
Go Get Your Card, And Then 

Check In!!!

Look for the Ride n’ Win 
Official Stop Stamp on Participating 

Locations Ads And Go Check In! 

1

1

1

1

D

C

B

G

A

3

4

5

1313

14
1912

10

11

21

18

17

16
20

15

7

6

22 8

 want in?! 
 ContaCt Us at
(989) 948-4644

F1
2

1E9

2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

THE REGISTRATION STOPS
Each month check-in at any of these stops (up to 1 time per week) and you could win 

the monthly prize at that location. Don’t have a Ride card?  Sign-up for a FREE Ride Card at 
any of the stops listed below with a Ride Card next to it.

Make sure to pick up next months issue (or view the magazine online at www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com) or on  
Facebook: Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan to see if your Ride Card number is listed as a winner. 

Sponsor prizes are randomly picked each month.
 Special inside tip... Some stops get many check-in’s and some stops only get a couple of people that check-in  

each month, which means you have an excellent chance of winning!

A. Bald Eagle Harley-Davidson 
    4473 US 2 & 41 
    Escanaba,  MI 49829 
    (906) 228-5330
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

B. D&K Bar & Grill
     2919 N US HWY 131 
     Elmira, MI, 49730
     (231) 546-3342
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

C. Insomnia Bagger Audio
(508 Fab, Machining & V-Twin Performance)  
     508 N. Clinton Ave. 
     St Johns, MI, 48879
     (989) 292-4508
     * Main Prize Sponsor! 
 
D. Michigan Biker Law
     (800) 642-4537 
     1-800-MI-BIKER
     Prize - T-Shirt 
     Follow on Facebook for Event 
     Locations to Get Your Card!

 

E. Steel Horse Ranch
     1965 Mertz Rd. 
     Caro, MI 48723
     (989) 683-4130
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     *Main Prize Sponsor!

F. Traction Powersports
     4714 James Savage Rd.
     Midland, MI 48642                  
     (989) 486-1550
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     *Main Prize Sponsor!                         

G. US Route 23
     5738 F-41
     Oscoda, MI 48750                
     (989) 569-5623
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     

MAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

THE STOPSMAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

MAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

1. A&W Restaurant
     1514 Washington St. 
     Midland, MI 48640   
     (989) 832-3811
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

2. Addictive Ink Tattoo
    152 E Saginaw Rd.
     Sanford, MI 48657
     (989) 687-7246
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

3. Beeter’s Brew Pub
     902 E Pine St. 
     Sebewaing, MI 48759
     (989) 883-2170
     Prize - T-Shirt

4. Breakshot Bar & Grill
    122 E. Huron Ave. 
    Vassar, MI 48768
    (989) 882-9060
    Prize - T-Shirt

5. Bubba’s Tri-City Cycle
     804 S Huron Rd. 
     Linwood, MI 48634
     (989) 697-5525
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

6. Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar 
   Campground & Cabins
    W17838 US Highway 2.
     Gould City, MI 49838
    (906) 477-6983
    Prize - Byce’s T-Shirt  

7. Cheers Pub Lapeer
     440 N Saginaw St. 
     Lapeer, MI 48446
     (810) 667-3170
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

8. Colwood Bar
     4990 Colwood Rd, 
     Unionville, MI 48767
     (989) 550-9359
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate  
     Or a T-Shirt

9. Full House Diner
    963 W Midland Rd.
    Auburn, MI 48611
    (989) 266-3096
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

10. Gas Alley Bar & Grill
     10945 Dixie Hwy, 
     Birch Run, MI 48413
     (989) 624-9778
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

11. Gordie’s Bar
     118 E. Genesee Ave
     Saginaw, MI 48607
     (989) 401-0047
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

12. H&B Cycles
    418 W Frank 
    Caro, MI 48723
     (989) 327-0702
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

Watch for the Official
 Ride n’ Win Signs for 

Check-In locations.

THE STOPSMAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

MAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

13. Insomnia Bagger Audio 
     Battle Creek, MI -  (269) 224-8119 
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     *Major Prize Sponsor!

     Physical Check-in Location at 
     508 Fab, Machining & V-Twin 
     Performance  
     508 N. Clinton Ave. 

      St Johns, MI, 48879
      (989) 292-4508
     
14. Iron Horse Bar & Grill
     3592 Main St. 
     Akron, MI 48701 
     (989) 691-5761
     Prize - T-Shirt

15. Rathskeller Food & Spirits
     600 East Midland St.
      Bay City, MI 48706 
      (989) 892-0621
      Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 

16. Saginaw Old Town 
    Junction
     410 Mackinaw St. 
     Saginaw, MI 48602
     (989) 401-4066     
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

17. Shotmakers Sports Bar
    49 East Main St.
     Harrisville, MI 48740
     (989) 724-7247
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

18. Sporty’s Wing Shack 
    & Smokehouse
     4502 N Huron Rd. 
     Pinconning, MI 48650
     (989) 879-6050
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

19. The Post Bar & Restaurant
     6444 Main Street
      Cass City, MI 48726
      (989) 872-4488
      Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

20. Twisted Illusions Lighting                          
    (By Appointment)
     Saginaw, MI
     (989) 280-1439
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate
     *Major Prize Sponsor!

21. Wil-Lew Lounge
     3005 E Midland Rd
     Bay City, MI 48706
    (989) 684-9109
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

22. 19BANK16
     4985 Colwood Rd.  
     Unionville, MI 48767
     Note: Weekends Only 
     Doors Up at Noon
     Prize: T-Shirt

Prizes may vary based 
off of availability. 
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

CLAIM YOUR PRIZE

JUNE WINNERS

CHECK BELOW TO SEE IF YOUR RIDE CARD NUMBER IS LISTED
NEXT TO A LOCATION, IF IT IS, GO TO THAT LOCATION WITH YOUR RIDE CARD 

TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE!

WINNERS HAVE ONLY 45 DAYS FROM THE 1ST OF THIS MONTH
 TO CLAIM THEIR PRIZE! *PRIZES MAY VARY BASED OFF AVAILABILITY. 

WINNING 
RIDE CARD #     JUNE STOPS

WINNING 
RIDE CARD #     JUNE STOPS

 0953
1983
1587
0516
0516
1180
0574
0773
1404
TBD
0559
TBD
TBD
TBD

0811  
1066
0565
1972
0780
1981
0599
0520
TBD
0811
0998
1505
1494
TBD

A&W Midland
Addictive Ink Tattoo
Bald Eagle Harley- Davidson
Beeter’s Brew Pub
Break Shot Bar and Grill
Bubba’s Tri-City Cycle’s 
Byce’s Michihistrigan
Cheers Pub Lapeer
Colwood Bar
Full House Diner
Gas Alley Bar & Grille 
Gordie’s Bar
H & B Cycles
Insomnia Bagger Audio

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
Michigan Biker Law 
Northern Leather (D&K Bar and Grill)
Rathskeller Food & Spirits
Saginaw Old Town Junction
Shotmakers Sports B&G
Sporty’s Wing Shack & Smoke House
Steel Horse Ranch 
The Post Bar & Restaurant
The Bank Colwood
Traction Powersports
Twisted Illusions Lighting
US Route 23
Wil-Lew Lounge

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:

Larry R. Maitland II - Attorney
www.MichiganBiker.com

“Call YOUR Lawyer, Larry”

RESERVE OUR

FOR YOUR 
NEXT OCCASSION

     
BANQUET

    LARGE  

ROOM
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Welcome to the 2026 Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build Finale!

Are you ready for a spin this year?! Before we dive into 
the blood, sweat, and gears of Season Four, let’s get you 
in on the action. We’re running a massive hunt across 

the grounds, and we want YOU to walk away a winner too!

The Builder Search: Official Rules to Win

Want to score a special, exclusive prize from Thunder 
Roads at the end of the day? Here is your step-by-step 
roadmap to winning the Builder Search at Owosso Vintage 
Motorcycle Days:

1.	 Grab Your Map: Stop by the Michigan Biker Law 
Tent and pick up your copy of Thunder Roads Michigan 
Magazine.

2.	 Show Some Digital Love: Go online and give the 
Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build, Michigan Biker 
Law and Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan 
Facebook pages a follow.

3.	 Hunt Down the Builders: Take your magazine around 
the event grounds, track down every single builder, 
and collect their autographs below their photo. You 
must collect all of them to qualify!

4.	 Verify & Enter: Bring your fully autographed copy 
back to the Michigan Biker Law Tent for official 
verification. Once checked off, you are officially 
entered to win!

Now, let’s get back to the finale!

Season Four of the WSMB began late last fall when creator 
Derek Long put his 2026 plan in motion, gathering a roster 
of competitors who were eagerly awaiting their official 
announcement. Now, the wait is over, and the possibility of 
a new champ taking home the hardware is as real as it gets!

This year’s builders will be going bar-to-bar against 
returning champ Jaybird from Lost Sols Customz in 
Pittsburgh, PA, following his impressive victory in 2025. 
His masterful work on a 1947 Knucklehead earned him the 
coveted trophy—a beast that begs to be lifted but weighs as 
much as an anvil. It isn’t just heavy; it’s a symbol of the grit, 
determination, and passion each builder brings to the lift. 
Jaybird is aiming to make history as the first back-to-back 
winner. Will he pull it off?

In addition to welcoming fresh faces, this season brings 
some intense family competition from previous winner Frank 
Grimes of Defiance, OH. We know creative talent runs deep 
in their house, and we are pumped to see what they bring to 
the table!

Returning veterans and new rookies alike felt the pain and 
stress brought on by the grueling demands of the WSMB. 
Time stands still for no one, and life sure doesn’t either.

YOU Crown the Champion!

All eyes are now on Owosso, MI, where the winner will be 
crowned during the Owosso Vintage Motorcycle Days 
on August 29, 2026. The competition promises fresh 
challenges and fierce camaraderie, but only one builder will 
claim the winner’s circle.

Who will it be? That’s up to you! Your support, cheers, and 
enthusiasm will decide the champion because the winner is 
chosen by YOU, the public, by open vote.

Best of luck to all, Godspeed, and we can’t wait to see 
everyone on the last weekend of August for the Wyld 
Stallions Motorcycle Build Competition Finale!

~ RJ

BY RJ, PUBLISHER OF THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN

FOLLOW THE BUILD 
ON FACEBOOK!

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

Jaybird
Returning 2025 WSMB Winner

Lost Souls Customz

Pittsburgh, PA

Charles  
Stephens  
Newcastle, IN

Nic Carlin  
Returning Builder
Co-host, WyldStallionsmbc 

Podcast

Angola, IN

Shelley 
Grimes  
Defiance, OH

Derek Long  
Returning Builder - WSMB Creator, 

Longs Speed Co. - Owosso Vintage 

Motorcycle Days

Owosso, MI

Matt 
LaRue 
Defiance, OH

Marty 
Grimes 
Defiance, OH

Frank 
Grimes  
Returning 2024 WSMB Winner 

Defiance, OH

Brett Pickett
Jackson, MI 

Jay Hetfield
Holt, MI 

Farming 
Biker 
Returning builder

Fenton, MI

Jeff 
Hittle 
Swartz Creek, MI

Brian Salty} 
Badger 
angola  id

FIND THE BUILDERS AND ASK EACH ONE FOR AN AUTOGRAPH AND SHOW US 
YOU'VE COLLECTED THEM ALL TO BE ENTERED TO WIN A SPECIAL  TRM PRIZE!

X X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
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Bike Bash
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Bald Eagle

4473 US 2 & 41     ESCANABA, MI 49829
LLAARRGGEESSTT

OOUUTTDDOOOORR  DDEECCKK!!
410 MACKINAW STREET

SAGINAW, MI 48602
HHaappppyy  HHoouurr  22--66ppmm

DDAAIILLYY
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Don't Miss a Single Issue...

Subscribe to Michigan's #1 Motorcycle Magazine! 

12 Issues For Only $50

Keep reading, keep riding, and remember...WHERE THERE'S BIKES THERE'S GOING TO BE THUNDER!

Send check or money order payable to
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

PO Box 1782
Midland, MI 48641-1782

Name:
Address:
City:                                                               State:                                Zip:
Phone:                                                       Email:

AA UU GG UU SS TT   22 22
TT EE SS TT   NN   TT UU NN EE   DD II RR TT   DD RR AA GG

SS EE PP TT EE MM BB EE RR   55   
SS TT EE EE RR II NN GG   WW HH EE EE LL   SS HH OO OO TT OO UU TT

SS EE PP TT EE MM BB EE RR   22 66
HH AA RR LL EE YY   VV SS   TT HH EE   WW OO RR LL DD   

DD II RR TT   DD RR AA GG

OO CC TT OO BB EE RR   44   
88 11 SS TT   AA NN NN UU AA LL   TT UU RR KK EE YY   RR UU NN

OO CC TT OO BB EE RR   22 44
TT EE SS TT   NN   TT UU NN EE   &&   

TT RR UU NN KK   OO RR   TT RR EE AA TT

Contact Dean at 810-357-6630

  32      AUGUST 2026   THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM    THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE  AUGUST 2026    33



  34      AUGUST 2026   THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM    THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE  AUGUST 2026    35



  36      AUGUST 2026   THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM    THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE  AUGUST 2026    37



D i s c o u n t s  F o r
V e t e r a n s  a n d  A c t i v e

D u t y  M i l i t a r y !

C E R T I F I E D  E X P E R T
 A U D I O  I N S T A L L A T I O N  &  M O R E !

INSOMNIABAGGERAUDIO.COM

2 6 9 - 2 2 4 - 8 1 19
BATTLE CREEK, MI

Yeah,Yeah,  or meh?or meh?
As the new owner of 

a Milwaukee-Eight-
powered Harley, one 

thing I noticed right away was 
how much more difficult it 
was to find neutral compared 
to my previous bikes. My Twin 
Cam models were a little 
finicky, but my Ultra Classic 
with the 103 engine would 
slip into neutral so easily it 
was almost effortless.

Fast forward to my Road 
Glide Limited, and it’s a 
different story. If I’m rolling to a stop with the bike still 
moving, neutral is easy to find. But once I’m completely 
stopped, it’s a challenge. I’d say I find neutral maybe one 
out of every ten tries. Oddly enough, if I shut the bike off, it 
drops right into neutral without any problem.

Like most riders, I started digging around to see if there 
was a solution. I found plenty of opinions. Some riders claim 
that overfilling the transmission can make it harder to find 
neutral. Others say using dedicated gear lube instead of 
engine oil in the transmission can also affect how easily 
neutral can be found. Whether those theories are true or 
not, they seem to come up often whenever Milwaukee-Eight 
owners discuss the issue.

During that search, I also came across the Rogierra EZ 
Shift. There are several versions on the market that all look 
nearly identical, with prices ranging from around $35 to 
nearly $100. I picked mine up on Amazon for about $35. 
The claims are simple: easier shifting and easier access to 
neutral. For that price, I figured it was worth trying and 
sharing my experience.

Installation couldn’t be much easier. You’ll need a 7/16-
inch wrench, a couple of Allen wrenches, and about five 
minutes of your time. There are plenty of YouTube videos 
that walk you through the process, making it a very 
straightforward install.

So, did it work?
The good news is that shifting definitely improved. The 

shift lever feels noticeably lighter, and changing gears 
takes much less effort. A light tap is all it takes, and that 

part of the product 
absolutely lived up to my 
expectations.

Now for the 
part everyone 

wants to 
know—did 
it solve my 

neutral 
problem?

Not completely. Before 
installing it, I could find 
neutral while stopped 

about one out of ten times. After installing the EZ Shift, 
I’d say that improved to maybe three out of ten. That’s an 
improvement, but not nearly the dramatic difference I was 
hoping for.

Final Verdict
For around $35, I don’t regret buying it. The lighter shifting 

alone makes it worthwhile, and any improvement in finding 
neutral is a bonus. If you’re expecting it to completely cure 
the Milwaukee-Eight neutral issue, you may be disappointed. 
But if you want smoother, lighter shifts and a modest 
improvement in finding neutral, the Rogierra EZ Shift is an 
inexpensive upgrade that’s worth considering.

Rating: 3.5 out of 5 stars. HHHHH

Product Link: “Rogierra EZ Shift on Amazon” (https://
reference-url-citation.invalid/0)

 
Life is short bikers, so get after it.

Rogierra EZ Shift Review
BY ERIC “BIG E” KRUER

OPEN 11am DAILY
3005 E Midland Rd, Bay City

OPEN 11AM DAILY
118 E. Genesee Ave, Saginaw, 48607

Happy Hour Sun-Thurs. 2-5pm
Lunch Special Mon-Fri. 11am-3pm

EST. 2025
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We are dead in the middle of 
a scorching summer, with 
temperatures flirting with the 

hundred-degree mark all week. Usually, 
I’m a creature of habit, meaning I plan 
my oil changes for the cool breezes of 
spring or fall. But when the heat beats 
down like this, you have to listen to 
your machine. I changed the oil late last 
summer, but rather than asking her to 
suffer through this sweltering weather 
on tired oil, I figure it’s best to give her a 
fresh lifeblood before asking her to boil 
it in this heat. 
I’m out in the barn early this morning, taking advantage of the cool 
air before the day bakes us alive. My old 2001 Indian takes a little 
more elbow grease than my Harleys ever did, but she’s a completely 
different motor with her own distinct needs. Once you actually 
understand the internal geometry of these Gilroy-era engines, that 
“extra work” stops feeling like a chore. You start to see it for what it 
really is: sheer mechanical forethought on the part of the designers. 
I’ve got my gear laid out in a neat row on the cool cement 
floor right next to the bike. There is quiet satisfaction in having 
everything within arm’s reach before you ever turn a bolt:

The Fluids & Filters: Four quarts of quality oil, a fresh spin-on 
filter, brake cleaner, and a good stack of clean rags.

The Hardware: A 3/4” open-end wrench, a ratchet with a 3/4” 
socket, and a properly sized filter wrench.

The Catch: A low-profile oil drain pan. 
Now comes the hard part.  Getting this old-man body down onto 
the concrete. Every time my knees crack, I remind myself that I 
really need to stop procrastinating and buy a proper hydraulic lift. 
But somehow, my beer budget always seems to win that debate!

Moments like this remind me why so many folks pay a dealership 
to do their routine maintenance. But that’s just not my way. If you 
want a job done right, you do it yourself. You learn the rhythm of 
your engine, and let’s be honest: most technicians simply won’t go 
to the lengths I do to ensure it’s spotless.

My way
1. The Warm-Up

I let the motor idle for about five minutes. You don’t want it 
blistering hot, just warm enough to get the oil flowing freely so it 
carries the suspended impurities out with it. Once she’s warm, kill 
the ignition.

2. The Main Drain

With the drain pan positioned squarely under the sump, I take the 
ratchet and loosen the drain plug. I don’t rush this. I let her bleed out 
for a good ten minutes until it’s down to a slow, steady drip.

3. Removing the Spin-On Filter

Next, I use the filter wrench to break the old spin-on oil filter 
loose, spinning it off carefully to catch any residual spill in the pan.

4. The Indian’s “Secret Weapon” (The Extra Step)

Here is where the casual wrenches separate themselves from the 
craftsmen—and where the 2001 Gilroy Indians (the Chief, Scout, 

and Spirit) really shine. A lot of 
folks skip this step, but it is critical.

Even though these models 
use a modern spin-on canister, 
the designers had the wisdom 
to include an internal tappet/
breather screen. It acts as a first 
line of defense, filtering out large 
particulates before they ever have 
a chance to reach the oil pump or 
hydraulic lifters. It’s a brilliant bit 
of engineering, but you have to 
know how to service it: 
Locate the Cap: Look to the left 

side of the bike, just behind the frame, running inside along the 
bottom of the motor. You’ll spot a large cap.

The Extraction: Use your 3/4” open-end wrench to carefully 
undo that cap. Here is where it gets tricky: reach your pinky finger 
inside the bore. You’ll feel a large, heavy spring—pull it out.

The Screen: Right behind that spring sits a washer, and just past 
that is the mesh cylinder screen filter. Work it out gently. 
z5. Degreasing the Mesh

Take your brake cleaner and liberally spray down the mesh 
cylinder. Watch the debris wash away, grit that never got the 
chance to chew up your oil pump. Let the screen dry completely 
before moving on.

6. Halfway there

Once the screen is bone dry, reassemble the bottom end in 
reverse order: mesh filter first, washer second, heavy spring third, 
and button it up securely with the cap.

Before you screw on the new spin-on filter, always pre-fill 
it partially with fresh oil. It keeps the engine from starving for 
lubrication during those first few critical seconds of startup. Hand-
tighten the filter, reinstall your drain plug, and pour in your fresh oil 
until it sits dead center at the proper level.

7. The Final System Check

Wipe down any wayward drips on the frame or cases.  I like to 
keep my machine clean so I can spot a new leak instantly. Fire up 
the motor and let it idle. Check your oil level, let it settle, and check 
it one more time just in case an air bubble worked its way through 
the system. 
Done.

From start to finish, it took me about two hours of quiet, 
honest work. Just in time, too!  The sun is climbing, and the air 
conditioning inside the house is calling my name. It might be a 
furnace out on the asphalt today, but when I saddle up and ride out 
later, I’ll have total peace of mind knowing my engine is protected, 
lubricated, and running cool.

Take pride in your tools, understand your machine, and never 
rush a good job. 

Until next time, Ride Safe. Maybe I’ll pass you down the road.

— Ranger Rick

A SUMMER MORNING IN THE BARN: 
CHANGING THE OIL ON MY 2001 INDIANBY RANGER RIC
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HOT  RODS TOP ICSHOT  RODS TOP ICS

BE AWARE
MOTORCYCLES
EVERYWHERE

ARE

 Jason Waechter TheMotorcycleLawyer.com 1-877-BIKER-LAW

Our biggest fundraising event of the year is quickly 
approaching on September 12, and this year’s 
gathering carries special meaning as we mark 

the 25th anniversary of 9/11. We will honor the thousands 
of Americans who were killed, remember the survivors 
whose lives were forever changed, and reflect on a day 
that reminds us how important it is to stand together as a 
community. This event takes many hands to make possible, 
and we are grateful that our members always step up when 
help is needed.

Jefferson High School in Newport was the latest recipient 
of two of our suicide prevention benches. The school was 
very receptive and appreciative of the donation, and it is 
always meaningful to know that our efforts can make a 
difference wherever we go.

Our members are also looking forward to spending three 
days in West Branch, where we will enjoy rides, grilling, 
and a much-needed break together. We are fortunate to 
have a group that enjoys one another’s company and makes 
every outing memorable. At the Adrian Car Show, we were 
reminded how quickly Michigan weather can change when a 
sudden storm moved through, sending pop-up tents flying, 
knocking down power lines, and bringing trees down in the 
area. Thankfully, everyone made it home safely.

We have several upcoming community events on the 
calendar as well:  
Touch-A-Truck on July 16 
Vet Fest on August 1 at Washtenaw Community College 
Monroe County Fair Car Show on August 2.

Keep your eyes open for our traveling “Be Aware – 
Motorcycles Are Everywhere” road sign. Its latest stop was 
at the Toyota dealership in Dundee on M-50, and if you see 
it out in the community, give a friendly beep to recognize 
those helping raise awareness for riders. As the summer 
riding months continue, remember the skills that help 
keep motorcyclists safe: negotiating curves, using proper 
braking, staying aware, exercising good judgment, scanning 
surroundings, identifying hazards, and making smooth 
adjustments to reduce risk. Please also wear proper riding 
gear and stay careful out there.
Stay safe,

HOT RODHOT ROD

88 11 00   66 66 77   33 11 77 00
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Instructions
1.Pour chocolate liqueur and regular Vodka into a cocktail

shaker with ice and shake well.
2.Rim glass with chocolate syrup and graham cracker crumbs.
3.Add 2 tsp. chocolate syrup to the bottom of your glass.
4.Strain cocktail from shaker into glass.
5. In a separate container, add s'mores-flavored Vodka to heavy

cream and whisk until it forms stiff peaks.
6.Spoon whipped mixture over the top of the cocktail.
7.Garnish with roasted marshmallow dipped in chocolate and

graham cracker crumbs.

ICE
1OZ CHOCOLATE LIQUEUR 
1/2 OZ VODKA
CHOCOLATE SYRUP
GRAHAM CRACKER CRUMBS

1/4 CUP HEAVY CREAM
1 TBSP.  S 'MORES-
FLAVORED VODKA
TOASTED MARSHMALLOWS,
FOR GARNISH

Full Throttle
S'more 

Full Throttle
S'more 

STORM CHASERS DRINK RECIPE

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits

EVERY SATURDAY 6PM - 10PM

BIKE NIGHT!
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

• OUTDOOR MUSIC STAGE • BUCKET OF BEER SPECIALS
• RUSTIC CAMPING • FOOD AVAILABLE FROM OPEN TO CLOSE

JUST 7 MILES SOUTH OF BOYNE MOUNTAIN AND
ONLY AN HOUR FROM M-19 TUNNEL OF TREES

2919 N US HWY 131, ELMIRA, MI 49730
D&K BAR AND GRILL

Joker’s Wild composed by: Toni McCoy Shearon | thunderroadsfounder@gmail.com

The older I get, the heller the NO!! 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Pro tip for smokers: 
Only smoke after sex
That’s how I stopped smoking
-------------------------------------------------------------------
When buying groceries, ask your checkout person 
what kind of candy bar they like and buy them one 
I did this today at the self-checkout
-------------------------------------------------------------------
All this killing them with kindness crap is taking 
wayyyy longer than I expected
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Call me unconventional and boring but I want a 
chill wedding. 
No fancy venue, no pricey dress, no catering, no 
guests, No Groom .....
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Saw a sign on a farm deep in the woods, kinda
scary:         GO AWAY - TRESSPASSERS WILL BE 
                  VIOLATED.         
-------------------------------------------------------------------
HEY! Heard what you did for a Klondike bar .....
CALL ME!!
-------------------------------------------------------------------
Female Dragonflies will fake their own death to 
avoid mating with unwanted males
They’re like, “Ugh!, here comes Carl again
Play dead girl
-------------------------------------------------------------------
A giraffe’s coffee would be cold by the time it 
reached the bottom of it’s throat. Do you ever 
even think about that? No. You only think of your-
self and getting your coffee. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
I hired a kid to paint my porch
When he came back to get paid, he said, “By the 
way, that was a BMW, not a Porsche”
-------------------------------------------------------------------
I don’t care how old I am, I will never sleep with 
the closet door open! 
I’ve seen things and that’s all I’m saying
-------------------------------------------------------------------
I figured out a really cheap security system and 
have had 100% success with it ..... I put a big 
picture of my paycheck on the front door 

“Squiggy” and his wife, Joletta, are having hard 
financial times, so they decide she’ll become 
a hooker. She’s not quite sure what to do, so 
“Squig” says, “Stand in front of that bar and pick 
up a guy. Tell him a hundred bucks.
If you’ve got a question, I’ll be parked around the 
corner.”  
She’s not there five minutes when a guy pulls up 
and says, “How much? Joletta says, “A hundred 
dollars.” Guy says “Dang, All I’ve got  is  thirty.” 
She says,”Hold on.” She runs  back to Squiggy  
and says, “What can he get for thirty dollars?”  
Squig ponders and says, “A hand job”. She runs 
back and tells the guy all he gets for thirty dollars 
is a hand job. He says okay, so she gets in the car, 
he unzips his pants, and out pops an astonishing 
HUGE pecker. Joletta stares at it for a minute, 
and then says, “I’ll be right back.” She runs back 
around the corner and says breathlessly, “Squig,, 
you reckon you can you lend this guy seventy 
bucks?”.
-------------------------------------------------------------------
A little boy and a little girl attended the same school 
and became friends. Every day they would sit  together 
to eat their lunch. They discovered that they both 
brought chicken  sandwiches every day! This went 
on all  through the fourth and fifth grades,  until one 
day he noticed that her sandwich wasn’t a chicken  
sandwich. He said, “Hey, how come you’re not eating 
chicken, don’t you like it  anymore?” She said “I love 
it but I have to stop eating it.” “Why?” he asked. 
She pointed to her lap and said “Cause I’m starting
to grow little feathers down there!”. “Let me see” he 
said. “Okay”, and she pulled up her skirt. He looked and 
said, “That’s right. You are! Better not eat any more 
chicken.”He kept eating his chicken sandwiches until one 
day he brought peanut butter. He said to the little girl, 
“I have to stop eating chicken sandwiches, I’m starting 
to get feathers down there too!” She asked if she could 
look, so he pulled down his pants for her. She raised 
her eyebrow at him and said “Oh my, it’s way too late 
for you! You’ve already got the neck and the gizzards.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------------
When little Tony Soprano returned home from el-
ementary school, in his youth, he told his Dad he 
got an F in math. “Why?” asks the father?  “The 
teacher asked ‘How much is 2x3’, I said “6’”, re-
plies Tony. “But that’s right!” says his dad. “Yeah, 
but then she asked me “How much is 3x2?’”  
“What’s the fooking difference?” asks the father. 
“That’s what I said!”, little Tony yells. 
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AUGUST 2026
August 1
- D.Y.S.U.N 2026
The Iron Pig Smokehouse
4029 Old 17 S.
Gaylord, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Hope on 2 Wheels – ride
to benefit Camp Hope
Ride with Purpose
Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Mertz Rd.
Caro, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Munger Potato Festival
Munger, MI
Check out Facebook for details

August 2
- Munger Potato Festival
Munger, MI
Check out Facebook for details

August 9
- 16th Annual Ton-up Ypsi 
Motorcycle & Music Festival  
@ Corner Brewery 
720 Norris St.
Ypsilanti, MI
Check out Facebook for details

August 14
- Thunder on US-23
Shotmakers Sports Bar 
49 East Main Street
Harrisville, MI
Check out Facebook for details

August 15
- 20th Annual Teddy Bear Run
American Legion Riders 
Sanford
2080 N. Meridian Rd.
Sanford, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Hog-a-Palooza
Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Mertz Rd.
Caro, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- RickyD’s 8th annual  
Memorial Run
VFW in Lapeer
128 Daley Rd.
Lapeer MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Thunder on US-23
Shotmakers Sports Bar 
49 East Main Street
Harrisville, MI
Check out Facebook for details

August 21
- 7th Annual Party With Marty
Motorcycle Drags!
US 131 Motorsports Park
1249 12th Street
Martin, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- THUNDER RALLY IN THE VALLEY
Saginaw Valley Naval Ship 
Museum 
USS Edson DD946
1600 Martin St.
Bay City, MI 
Check out Facebook for details

August 22
- 7th Annual Party  
With Marty
Motorcycle Drags!
US 131 Motorsports Park
1249 12th Street
Martin, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Niles Moose Rider Motorcycle 
Fundraiser Run – Open to Public
VFW Post 1855 
472 E. Division St.
Dowagiac, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Port Huron M/C
Test & Tune Dirt Drags
3376 Griswold Rd.
Port Huron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Proud Veterans M/C –  
Mid-Michigan
17th Annual Bike Run
Old James TWP Hall
7045 Swan Creek Rd.
Saginaw, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Riding For Laura “Trouble”
Honoring Her By  
Riding and Giving
RayC’s Harley-Davidson  
of Lapeer
1495 S Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- THUNDER RALLY  
IN THE VALLEY
Saginaw Valley  
Naval Ship Museum 
USS Edson DD946
1600 Martin St.
Bay City, MI 
Check out Facebook for details

August 28
- Born 2 Be Wild
Elkton, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Owosso Vintage  
Motorcycle Days
Downtown Owosso
Check out Facebook for details

- Thunder Roads Michigan 
2026 Bike Nights
Vehicle City H-D Bike Night
2400 Austin Pkwy.
Flint, MI
Check out Facebook for details

August 29
- Born 2 Be Wild
Elkton, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Owosso Vintage  
Motorcycle Days
Downtown Owosso
Check out Facebook for details

- Wyld Stallions  
Season 4 Finale
Downtown Owosso
Owosso, MI
Check out Facebook for details

SEPTEMBER 2026
September 4
-22nd Annual Freedom Fest 
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

September 5
- 3rd Annual SOME GAVE ALL
Veterans Honor Ride
Ride with Purpose
Reining Liberty Ranch
Traverse City, MI
Check out Facebook for details

-22nd Annual Freedom Fest 
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Port Huron M/C
Steering wheel Shootout
3376 Griswold Rd.
Port Huron, MI
Check out Facebook for details
 
September 6
-22nd Annual Freedom Fest 
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

September 11
- Bikes on the Bricks
Downtown Flint, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Thunder Roads Michigan 
2026 Bike Nights
Vehicle City H-D Bike Night
2400 Austin Pkwy.
Flint, MI
Check out Facebook for details

September 12
- Bikes on the Bricks
Downtown Flint, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Hot Rods M/C Awareness 
& Suicide Prevention 
Foundation
6th Annual Car & Bike Show
Wilson Park
89 Wabash St.
Milan, MI
Check out Facebook for details

September 13
- Bikes on the Bricks
Downtown Flint, MI
Check out Facebook for details

2026 BIKES ON THE BRICKS 
MOTORCYCLE SHOW - 
HOSTED BY THUNDER ROADS 
MICHIGAN MAGAZINE
Check out Facebook for details 

September 19
- Blue Water Eagle Riders 
#3702
Game Day
2645 Howard Street
Port Huron, MI
See Ad in Magazine for details

- CLEAR THE COOLER
The Bank Colwood Michigan
4985 Colwood Rd.
Unionville, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Operation: Iron Thunder
Ride with Purpose
Owosso, MI
Check out Face book for details

September 26
- 4th Annual Run  
What Ya Brung 
Poker Run!
Morgan’s Place
5438 Millington Road.
Millington, MI
Check out Face book for details

- Port Huron M/C
Harley vs The World Dirt Drag
3376 Griswold Rd.
Port Huron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

Bold events indicate 
Advertiser/Supporter 
of Thunder Roads® MI 
Please patronize our 

advertisers.

EVENT 
LISTINGS 

ARE FREE!!! 

Increase your attendance 
by posting your event 

in Thunder Roads® 
Magazine of Michigan. 
All Advertised Events in 
our Magazine will have 

their event Posted on the 
Pull-Out Calendar (specific 

issues) and your Event  
will be highlighted in the  
Thunder Roads® Events 

Calendar of the Magazine. 

Thunder Roads 
Magazine® of 

Michigan – Your 
Michigan Biker 

Connection

(Call about our Special 

Discounts for Ads for 

Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in 
Thunder Roads®Magazine 
and on our website, send 

the information to:  Editor@
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.  

Event information must be 
received prior to the 10th of 
the month preceding the 

event month to be posted in 
the magazine.

Remember to call ahead before 
planning to attend any event 

as the information/dates 
may change. Thunder Roads 

Michigan is Not responsible for 
errors or omissions.
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Just For FunJust For Fun TUESDAY’S
Buckwild Saloon - Fostoria

Trackside Food & Spirits - Reese
WEDNESDAY’S

Ghost Town Saloon - Elwell
Iron Horse Bar & Grill - Akron

The Post Restaurant & Bar - Cass City
Wil-Lew Lounge – Bay City

THURSDAY’S
Beeter’s Brew Pub - Sebewaing
Break Shot Bar And Grill - Vassar 

Gas Alley – Birch Run 
Tool Shed Pub & Grub – Munger

The Pines Sports Bar  
& Bowling Center – Cadillac

FRIDAY’S
Shotmakers - Harrisville 

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson - Last Friday 
of the Month - Flint 

SATURDAY’S
A&W - 3rd Saturday of the Month – 

Midland
D&K Bar and Grill – Elmira
The Alibi Bar & Grill - Ionia

SUNDAY’S
CHEERS PUB LAPEER - LAPEER

(These Bike Nights are supporters/advertisers of 
Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine)

 

®

(See Directory for Address)

'

-

Sales@JRCustomCycleDetroit.com

1 7 4 4 7  L a h s e r  D e t r o i t ,  M I  4 8 2 1 9

" If we don't have it, we can build it for you."
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MC PARTS & SERVICE
508 Fab & V-Twin
508 N. Clinton Ave.
St. Johns, MI 48879

989-292-4508
www.508FabMachining.com

Bald Eagle Harley-Davidson
4473 US 2

Escanaba, MI 49829
906-228-5330

Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle 
804 S. Huron Rd.

Linwood, MI 48634
989-697-5525

www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Crest Motorcycle  
Machine Shop

944 E. Emmett St.
Battle Creek, MI 49014

269-300-8906

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave

West Branch, MI 48661
989-343-5454

Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S M-76

West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1330

www.Gildnershd.com

J & R Cycle
17447 Lasher Rd.
Detroit, MI 48219

313-766-5668
www.jrcustomcycledetroit.com

Klenow’s Customs
3280 Bay Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-284-5972

H-D Customization and Repair

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-773-9991

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson  
of Lapeer

1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Mertz Rd.
Caro, MI 48723
989-683-4130

Check us out on Facebook

Sunfield Cycle Shop
116 West Grand Ledge HWY

Sunfield, MI 48890
517-526-5997

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.

 Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550

www.TractionPowersports.net

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy

Flint, Mi 48507
810-234-6646
Bike Night - 

 Last Friday of the Month

MOTORCYCLE GEAR
H&B Cycles

418 W. Frank St.
Caro, MI 48723
989-327-4744

Heavy Metal Jewelry
Shop At:

www.HeavyMetalJewelry.com
Lifetime Warranty

Us Route 23 
5738 F-41 Ste. A

Oscoda MI, 48750
989-569-5623

For Life’s Wild Ride

MOTORCYCLE 
ORGANIZATIONS

ABATE OF MICHIGAN
LOOK TWICE.  SAVE A LIFE

To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org

Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

American Legion Post 510
830 S. Clinton St.

Stockbridge, MI 49285
Hell To Paradise Ride

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle 
Awareness & Suicide  

Prevention  Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com

419-349-8075

Port Huron Motorcycle Club
3376 Griswold Rd.

 Port Huron, MI 48060
810-982-4894

See You at the Races!
P.H.M.C. Since 1948

SPECIALTY PARTS  
& SERVICES

Insomnia Bagger Audio
158 Peck

Battle Creek,  
MI 49014

269-224-8119
www.InsomniaBaggerAudio.com
High End Bagger Audio Builds

Twisted Illusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals

Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & 

More!
989-280-1439

TwistedIllusionsLighting@gmail.com

BARS & RESTAURANTS
A&W Restaurant

1514 Washington St.
Midland, MI

989-832-3811
Bike Night Every 3rd Saturday

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.

Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170

Full Bar & Pub Menu
Thursday Ride in Specials

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Break Shot Bar
122 E. Huron Ave.
Vassar, MI 48768

989-882-9060
Burgers, Bikes, Brews

Buckwild Saloon
9258 Foster Rd.

Fostoria, MI 48435
989-795-1082

Bike Night Tuesday

Cheers Pub Lapeer
440 N. Saginaw St.
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-667-3170
Serving Great Food & 
Cold Refreshments!

Circle Bar
1700 Woodside Ct.
Bay City, MI 48708

Bike Night Thursday

Colwood Bar
4990 Colwood Rd.

Unionville, MI 48767
989-550-9359

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,  
Sports & Sprits!

D&K Bar and Grill
2919 Us-131

Elmira, MI 49730
231-546-3342

Bike Night Saturday

Doc’s on the River
9121 North US-31

Free Soil, MI 49411
231-621-1744

Bike Night Wednesday

Full House Diner
963 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, MI 48611

 989-266-3096
Find us on Facebook

Gas Alley
10945 Dixie Hwy.

Birch Run, MI 48415
989-624-9778

Bike Night Thursday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, MI 48832
989-463-4693

Bike Night Wednesday

Gordie’s Bar
118 E. Genessee Ave.

Saginaw, MI 48607
989-401-0047

Open 11am Daily

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.

Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5761

Wednesday Ride in Specials

Mulliken Roadhouse
70 W. Grand Ledge Hwy.

Mulliken, MI 48861
517-948-6880

Remies Bar
111 S. Third St.

Marquette, MI 49855
906-226-9133
Rider Owned

A Marquette Legend Since 1934!

Rathskeller Food & Spirits
 600 E Midland St.
Bay City, MI 48706

989-892-0621
Stop In We’ll Feed Ya!!

Saginaw Old Town Junction
410 Mackinaw

Saginaw, MI 48602
989-401-4066

Largest Outdoor Deck
Shotmakers  

Sports Bar & Grill
49 E. Main St.

Harrisville, MI 48740
989-724-7247

Bike Night Friday

Sporty’s Wing Shack 
& Smoke House

4502 N. Huron Rd.
Pinconning, MI 48650

989-879-6050
Home of Michigan’s 

Hottest Wings

The Alibi Bar & Grill
1394 E. Riverside Dr.

Ionia, MI 48846
616-522-1810

Bike Night Saturday

The Final Pour Gazebo Bar
1020 E. Huron

Au Gres, MI 48703
989-876-4653

Full Bar & Menu
Best Outdoor Bar Seating

The Pines Sports Bar
& Bowling Center

5992 M-55
Cadillac, MI 49601

231-775-6111
Bike Night Thursday

The Post Restaurant & Bar
6444 Main St.

Cass City, MI 48726
989-872-4488

Bike Night Wednesday

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, MI 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Tool Shed Pub & Grub
12 W. Munger Rd.
Munger, MI 48747

989-233-3630
Bike Night Thursday

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.

Downtown Hastings, MI
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer

Bikers Always Welcome

Wil-Lew Lounge
3005 E. Midland St.
Bay City, MI 48708

989-684-9109
Bike Night Wednesday

The Whyte Goose
108 State St.

Bay City, MI 48706
989-895-5342

CHURCHES
Church Of The Living Word

Blessing Of The Bikers
1100 N. Ovid Rd.
Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.Org

FUNERAL SERVICES
Tombstone Hearse Co

For use at ANY Funeral Home, 
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs 

Notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

LOANS & FINANCING
Security Credit Union

Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333

www.SecurityCU.org

LANDMARK / DESTINATIONS
19BANK16

4895 Colwood Rd.
Unionville, MI 48767

Follow Us on Facebook

USS Edson
Saginaw Valley Naval Ship 

Museum
1680 Martin St.

Bay City, MI 48706

LOUNGES
Timothy’s Fine Cigars

115 Center Ave.
Bay City, MI 48708

989-894-6673

LODGING & CAMPING
Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar
Campground And Cabins

W, 17838 US-2
Gould City, MI 49838

906-477-6983
Home of the Rendezvous Rally

Father’s Day Weekend

Morgan’s Place
5438 Millington Road
Millington MI, 48746

217-549-2308
Info@MorgansPlace.Org

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Rifle River Trail

West Branch, MI 48661 
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com

Bike Bash
Oscoda Area Convention  

& Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

INSURANCE
State Farm -Tim Boychuck

967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
Rider Owned!

LEGAL SERVICES
Gower Law PLC
514 Midland St.

Bay City, MI 48706
989-244-4333

GOWERLAW.COM

Michigan Biker Law
37699 6 Mile Rd. Ste. 250

Livonia, MI 48152
1-800-MI-Biker

www.Michiganbiker.com

VEHICLE PARTS & SERVICES
Henderson Brothers 

Rustproofing
Since 1962
402 E. Lyon

Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

SERVICES
Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication

2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815

www.OreoWelding.com

TATTOO
Addictive Ink Tattooing

152 E. Saginaw Rd. 
Sanford, MI 48657

989-687-PAIN

Pick up your FREE copy of THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN  
at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue. 

Pick up your FREE copy of THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN  
at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue. 

  50      AUGUST 2026   THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM    THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN MAGAZINE  AUGUST 2026    51



SCHEDULE:
FRIDAY – JULY 31, 2026

FRIDAY – AUGUST 28, 2026
FRIDAY – SEPTEMBER 11, 2026, 

BIKE NIGHT FINALE AND BIKE RAFFLE 

Activities

Sponsor a
Veteran to

Camp

WWW.YOURCAMPING.COM

&
Rustic

rv

hookups

5438 MILLINGTON RD   MILLINGTON, MI 48746

FREE Dinner For Veterans, Active
Military, and guest on The Third

Thursday of The Month at 6:30pm.

May to OctoberLIVE
MUSIC!
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