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LETTER FROM THE OWNERS

2026 WYLD 
STALLIONS

MOTORCYCLE BUILD
SEE PAGES 12-16

SAM TALBOT INTRO

H ey everyone! My name is Sam, and you may 
have seen me around at events, handing out 
magazines, selling 50/50 tickets, or hanging 

out under the tent. I’ve been involved to some extent 
with Thunder Roads® Magazine of Michigan pretty 
much since Aly & RJ took it over in 2023, and it’s been 
amazing to be part of its growth and community.

I didn’t get into riding until I met my husband, Shane, but once 
I did, I was hooked. Nothing excites me more than hopping on the 
back of the bike and just going. We’ve traveled all over together on 
the bike and have many more big trips planned.

We currently belong to the Sanford American Legion Riders group, 
where my husband serves as the director. You can usually find us 
involved in community events, charities, and anything dedicated 
to supporting our veterans. Serving others is something we’re truly 
passionate about.

My favorite part of this life is the community. Motorcyclists are 
an incredible group of people, kind-hearted, welcoming, and full 
of amazing stories. You never really feel alone out on the road. 
Sometimes we head out on a solo ride and end up meeting people 
along the way, and sometimes those riders roll with us until one of us 
reaches a destination. That connection is what makes this lifestyle so 
special to me.

I’m always around if you have any questions, and if you’re 
interested in advertising within the magazine, I’d be more than 
happy to help. If you see us out at an event, be sure to stop by and 
say hi!

– Sam

GARAGE NIGHTS AND DAYTONA DREAMS!

I f you live in the Mitten or in the U.P., you know the feeling. It’s that 
specific, hollow silence that sits in the garage during late January and early 
February. You walk past your bike, plugged into the trickle charger like a 

patient on life support, and you trace a finger through the dust on the seat. 
Outside, the wind chill is sub-zero, the roads are white with salt, and the sky is 
flat, unmoving gray.

Being a motorcyclist in Michigan in February requires a special kind of 
patience. Winter is a season of waiting. But there is a shift in the air that we 
can look forward to, right?  We are halfway through the dark tunnel, and we 
can finally see the light as the days get longer.

That light can look a lot like Daytona Bike Week.  Who’s lucky enough to 
say they are going?!

Not to get ahead of ourselves, but March isn’t just a month on the 
calendar; it’s the spiritual beginning of the riding season. It not only brings us 
Michigander’s the first day of spring, but also the prospect of heading south, 
feeling that first blast of warm Atlantic air, and hearing the collective roar of 
thousands of V-twins is what keeps us sane until “our time” comes. If we are 
lucky, we are packing our bags and prepping our minds for the sunshine, the 
Main Street chaos, and the road. It can be the reset button we all desperately 
need.  We hope you get the chance to go if the opportunity arises.

While the bikes may be parked, the engine at Thunder Roads Michigan 
Magazine has been revving higher than ever. We aren’t just hibernating; we 
are evolving.

We are incredibly excited to share that new opportunities continue to 
present themselves to us and we can’t wait to share them with you. We 
are expanding our reach, connecting with new partners, and finding fresh 
ways to bring back staples that hold the stories of Michigan’s motorcycle 
culture. The magazine is growing, and the pavement ahead has some hills 
to climb, but has never looked smoother. We are grateful to every reader 
and advertiser who fuels this ride.

Wyld Stallions Season 4
There is magic in the garage once again for the WSMB competition and 

you can follow along with Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine.  It’s about 
introducing the new competitors and some familiar ones to what busted 
knuckles, cold concrete floors, and the vision that a machine can become a 
dream come true. This season, the WSMB creator, Derek Long is raising the 
bar again. He’ll be pouring his heart and soul into his own build along with 
everyone else, and we can’t wait to show you the progress as we turn metal 
and imagination into a rolling piece of art in the magazine.  Also, check out 
their social media platforms and give them a like or follow. Stay tuned—this is 
going to be the best build yet.

A Closing Thought: The Temperature of the World
Before I sign off, I want to address something weighing heavy on a lot of us.  
When you look at the news or scroll through social media, the 

temperature of the world feels feverish right now. Tensions are high, 
patience is short, and people seem quicker to divide than to unite.  I’m no 
different.  

As riders, we know something the rest of the world sometimes forgets. 
When you are on two wheels, passing another rider 
on a back country road, you throw “the wave.” You 
don’t ask who they voted for, where they come 
from, or what they believe. You acknowledge them 
simply because they are on the road with you. You 
respect the journey.

Let’s try to bring that energy into the rest of our 
lives this spring. The world is cold enough right now; 
let’s not make it colder for each other.

See you on the road.

– RJ & Aly
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BY CHAPLAIN CHARLIE

February has a way of testing us, especially here in Mid-
Michigan.

The bikes are still tucked away in barns and garages 
from Sanford to St. Charles. The roads between Midland 
and Mount Pleasant are quiet, salted, and unforgiving. The 
days are short, the nights are long, and cabin fever settles in 
like an unwanted riding buddy. Winter has a way of slowing 
everything down.

And if we’re honest, it’s not just the riding that feels stalled.
Riders understand seasons better than most. We know 

there’s a time to roll hard and a time to wait it out. A time 
to feel the wind in our face and a time to keep the battery 
tender plugged in and trust that spring will come again. 
But there’s another season we don’t always talk about, the 
winter of the soul.

That’s the season when motivation runs low. When faith 
feels quiet. When prayers feel like they’re bouncing off the 
garage walls. It’s the season when progress feels stalled and 
hope idles a little rough.

Let me say this clearly: winter does not mean failure.
Winter means preparation.

The Garage Season
No experienced rider would pull a bike out of storage in 

February and expect it to perform like it did last July without 
some work. Oil gets changed. Fluids get checked. Bolts 
get tightened. Worn parts get replaced. We don’t call that 
quitting, we call it maintenance.

Yet when our spirits hit a slow season, we tend to beat 
ourselves up. We think faith should always feel strong, 
purpose should always feel clear, and God should always 
feel close. But faith, like riding, has seasons, and some of 
the most important work happens when the wheels aren’t 
turning.

In winter, God often does His best work beneath the 
surface.

Roots grow deeper when the ground is frozen solid. 
Strength is built when movement is limited. Character 
is shaped when momentum is taken away. Just because 
nothing looks like it’s happening doesn’t mean nothing is 
happening.

Silence on the Back Roads
One of the hardest parts of winter, on the road and in life, 

is the quiet. No engine noise echoing off trees. No long solo 
rides down M-20 or M-30 to clear your head. Just stillness.

Silence can be uncomfortable. It forces us to listen.
But silence doesn’t mean God has stepped away. More 

often, it means He’s inviting us to slow down long enough to 
hear Him. Not in thunder. Not in spectacle. But in a steady 
reassurance that He’s still present, still working, still faithful.

If you’ve been praying and feel like nothing’s happening, 
take heart. Some answers take time. Some lessons can only 
be learned when we’re forced to sit still.

Winter Isn’t Punishment
There’s a lie that creeps in during tough seasons: If things 

were right, this wouldn’t be happening. That lie tells us 
hardship is punishment, delay is disapproval, and struggle is 
evidence of failure.

That’s just not true.
Every seasoned rider around here has dealt with 

breakdowns, detours, and weather delays. Not because 
they were careless, but because riding real roads means 
encountering real conditions. Faith works the same way. 
Following God doesn’t mean smooth pavement all the 
time. It means trusting Him when the road gets rough or 
temporarily impassable.

Winter is not God pushing you away. It’s often God 
drawing you deeper.

Staying Ride-Ready
Even when the bike’s parked, a good rider stays ready. 

Manuals get read. Tools get organized. Routes get planned 
for when the thaw finally comes.

Spiritually, winter is the perfect time to do the same.
This is the season for honest prayer instead of polished 

words. For checking your spiritual bolts, your priorities, your 
habits, your relationships. It’s a time to ask not just what am 
I doing? but who am I becoming?

Spring will come. It always does. And when it does, the 
riders who used winter well are the ones who roll out steady, 
confident, and prepared.

Hope on the Horizon
If you’re reading this in February and feeling stuck, worn 

down, or restless, know this: you are not broken. You are not 
behind. You are not forgotten.

You are in a season.
God is still tuning the engine. Still strengthening the 

frame. Still preparing you for the miles ahead. What feels 
like waiting now may be setting the stage for something 
greater than you imagined.

One day soon, the ice will melt. The roads will open. The 
covers will come off. And when that happens, may we ride 
out not just eager, but ready.

Until then, stay faithful in the quiet. Trust the process. And 
remember, no winter lasts forever.

Until our next journey in Chaplain’s Corner, ride safe, and 
may God’s blessings guide you on 
every road you choose.

Yours in faith and fellowship,

Chaplain Charlie

Chaplain Charlie
Chaplain Dean Titus (Charlie)
Sanford American  
Legion Riders #443

CHAPLAIN CHARLIES CORNER: 

Riding Through the Winter of the Soul

1 7 4 4 7  L a h s e r  D e t r o i t ,  M I  4 8 2 1 9

Sales@JRCustomCycleDetroit.com
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CONTINUED...

The Wait is Over 

For the past few months, the garage lights have stayed 
off a little longer than usual, and the YouTube refresh 
button has seen more action than a throttle on the 

open highway. Like thousands of you, I’ve been glued to my 
screen, counting down the days to January. We knew Harley-
Davidson had something up their sleeve for the second 
chapter of the 2026 model year reveal but knowing it and 
seeing it are two very different things.

While the first wave of 2026 updates brought some 
stunning new colors and that crisp lighting we’ve all come 
to appreciate, the real electricity in the H-D community 
was reserved for something deeper. We were waiting for a 

possible nod to the MoCo’s history as they have in the past 
few years. We were waiting for a statement.

And in mid-January, when the curtain finally pulled back 
on the Enthusiast Collection: Liberty Edition, the wait 
instantly felt justified.

A Tribute 250 Years in the Making
The timing couldn’t be more perfect. As the United States 

gears up to celebrate its Semiquincentennial—our 250th 
anniversary—Harley-Davidson has stepped up to the plate 
with a design that feels less like a paint set and more like a 
rolling monument. 
For those of us who enjoy the Motor Company’s history, 
the connection was immediate. The new Liberty Edition is 

a direct, soulful 
homage to the 
legendary 1976 
Bicentennial 
Liberty Editions. 
Those bikes, 
released during 
the nation’s 
200th birthday, 
have become 
collectors’ 
unicorns. Seeing 
that DNA revived 
for the 250th year 
feels like closing a 
fifty-year circle of 
American history. 

What really grabbed me, and judging by the comments 
during the video release, all of you too, was the execution of 
the graphics.

Harley didn’t just slap a flag on a tank and call it a day. 
They went with a base paint called Midnight Ember. It’s a 
deep, heavy metallic black that changes character under the 
light, providing the perfect dark canvas for the star of the 
show: the Eagle.

The eagle graphics on the fairing and tank are undeniably 
inspired by the ‘76 originals, but they aren’t just a copy-
paste job. They look modernized yet retro, aggressive yet 
regal. It’s that perfect balance of 1970s “AMF-era” mixed 
with modern precision. 
The Details Matter: It’s not just the big bird on the tank. 
The blue-tinted windshields on the Street Glide and Heritage 
Classic models are a subtle, classy touch that sets these bikes 
apart from the standard showroom floor.

Stitched in History: The seat stitching—red, white, and 
blue—is the kind of detail you only notice when you’re up 
close, the kind of thing that makes an owner proud every 
time they throw a leg over the saddle. 
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It’s fitting that this trim is 
limited to three specific models 
that represent the breadth of 
the touring experience:

The Street Glide: The 
modern bagger standard 
bearer.

The Street Glide 3 Limited: 
For those who want the 
stability of three wheels 
without sacrificing the custom 
heritage.

The Heritage Classic: 
Perhaps the most fitting canvas of all, given its vintage lines 
that hark back to the era of the original Liberty Editions. 
We waited because we know that sometimes, Harley-
Davidson gets it exactly right. In a world of fast-moving 
tech and plastic fairings, we crave connection. We crave 
machines that tell a story before you even fire up the 
Milwaukee-Eight.

The 2026 Liberty Edition isn’t just a motorcycle, it’s a 
timestamp. It marks the moment we celebrated 250 years of 
American independence and the freedom of the open road. 
For those of us lucky enough to secure one of the limited 
2,500 units, we aren’t just buying a bike; we’re stewarding a 
piece of future history.

To the rest of the enthusiasts who rode out the winter 
months on YouTube with me waiting for this moment: I think 
we can all agree. The eagle has landed, and she is beautiful.

Photos courtesy in part by  
harleydavidson.com  

YouTube Chanel  
https://www.youtube.com/@harleydavidson
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VETERANS VETERANS 
     CORNER     CORNER

February in Michigan isn’t always kind to motorcyclists. 
Snowbanks linger, salt coats the roads, and cold winds 
test both machines and riders. For many Michigan 

veterans who ride, this month becomes less about miles 
logged and more about preparation, reflection, and 
brotherhood.

The Veteran Rider Mindset
Veterans understand discipline, patience, and readiness 

better than most. Riding a motorcycle—especially in 
Michigan—demands the same traits. February is a reminder 
that knowing when not to ride can be just as important 
as knowing how to ride. Icy roads, hidden black ice, 
and reduced visibility make winter riding risky even for 
experienced riders.

That doesn’t mean February is an off-month—it’s a 
mission prep month.

Winter: Time to Prepare the Machine
Use February to give your bike the attention it deserves:

•	 Inspect and maintain: Check the battery, fluids, tires, 
and brake lines. Cold weather is hard on components.

•	 Clean off salt residue: Road salt accelerates corrosion. A 
thorough wash and protective coating can add years to 
your bike.

•	 Plan upgrades: New tires, riding gear, or safety 
accessories are best handled before spring crowds hit 
dealerships.

A well-maintained bike is a safer bike—and safety is 
always priority one.

Gear Check: Protect the Rider
Cold-weather riding gear isn’t just about comfort; it’s 

about survival. If you do ride on warmer February days:

•	 Layer properly and protect extremities

•	 Wear high-visibility or reflective gear—winter light is 
unforgiving

•	 Never assume drivers see you; winter distractions are 
real

Even if the bike stays parked, February is the time to 
evaluate whether your gear still meets your needs.

Brotherhood Doesn’t Hibernate
For many veterans, riding isn’t just transportation, its 

therapy, connection, and purpose. While group rides may 
pause, the veteran motorcycle community doesn’t.

February is a great time to:

•	 Attend veteran organization meetings

•	 Plan spring and summer charity rides

•	 Check in on fellow riders, especially those struggling 
during winter months

Isolation can hit hard this time of year. A call, a coffee, or 
a wrench turned together in a garage can make a difference.

Looking Ahead to Spring

Michigan riding season always returns. February reminds 
us to be patient and prepared. The roads will clear, engines 
will roar, and the miles will come, but only if we make it 
there safely.

To Michigan’s veteran 
riders: your service didn’t 
end when you hung up the 
uniform, and your riding 
season isn’t over, it’s just 
regrouping.

Stay sharp. Stay 
connected. Ride safe.

Sharon K Harvey, USAF 
(Retired)

SHARON K. HARVEY
(RET) TSGT, USA/USAF   

“RED”

A Message to Michigan Veterans Who Ride
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Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build 2026 – Season 4

Jaybird
Returning 2025 WSMB Winner

Lost Souls Customz

Pittsburgh, PA
I’m jay bird winner of last year’s Wyld 
stallions motorcycle build 2025! The bike 
was a  1947 Knucklehead and this year 
I’m building a 1942 WLA flat track racer 

to bring to Owosso Vintage Motorcycle Days.  My son and I had 
a lot of fun working together for last year’s build and we are looking forward to it again this round.   I’m from 
Pittsburgh, PA where I own and operate a small motorcycle restoration and fabrication shop called Lost Souls Customz.  I’ll be giving my 
best to present a build that can help me hold on to the WSMB trophy a little bit longer.  

Welcome to the 2026 Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build 
Competition!

Season four of the WSMB began late last fall. Derek Long, 
the creator of the Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build, put his 2026 plan 
in motion by gathering this season’s competitors, who were eagerly 
awaiting their official announcement. Now, the wait is over!

Building on last year’s excitement, the 2026 competition features 
twelve new talented builders.  Seven new challengers join five 
returning builders, including two past champions. Among them, 
Jaybird from Lost Sols Customz in Pittsburgh, PA returns after his 
impressive victory in 2025. His masterful work on a 1947 Knucklehead 
earned him the trophy, which begs to be lifted, but weighs as much 
as an anvil. This coveted prize isn’t just heavy, it’s a symbol of the grit, 
determination, and passion each builder brings to the competition. 
Jaybird is aiming to make history as the first back-to-back winner. Will 
he pull it off? 
In addition to welcoming new faces, this season introduces the 

competition’s first official 
team, pairing a novice builder 
with an experienced mentor.  
It’s an ideal dynamic sure to 
inspire. Continuing the spirit of 
competition, previous winner 
Frank Grimes is surrounded by 
family members from Defiance, 
OH joining in to battle not only 
their fellow competitors but also 

each other for ultimate bragging rights!
Be sure to check out this season’s builder introductions for a closer 

look at these remarkable teams and individuals. 
All eyes are now on Owosso, MI, where the winner will be crowned 
during the Owosso Vintage Motorcycle Days on August 29, 2026. The 
competition promises fresh challenges and fierce camaraderie, but 
only one will claim the winner’s circle. Who will it be? Your support, 
cheers, and enthusiasm will help decide! The winner will be chosen by 
YOU, the public, by open vote.

Best of luck to all, Godspeed, and we can’t wait to welcome you 
to Owosso for another unforgettable season of the Wyld Stallions 
Motorcycle Build Competition! ~ RJ

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
BY RJ, PUBLISHER OF THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN

Farming 
Biker 
Returning builder

Fenton, MI
MORNIN! My name is Bryce Stewart AKA Farming Biker on all social media platforms. I am a cash crop farmer in the 
Fenton, MI. area. This will be my second year as a builder in the Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build competition. Last 
year I built your typical chopper, like most people do. This year I wanted to shake things up bit. So, I decided to 

do a bagger build, yes you read that right... A BAGGER! A 1991 Harley-Davidson Electra Glide. I am not going to do the typical stretched big 
wheel bagger... I want to keep it a classic with a twist. It will have a very loud paint job with custom powder coating. I’m planning to have 
the wheels, and frame powder coated by Pirate Powder Coating. As well as some of the other parts. They did a great job on last year’s build 
for me, and I’ll be using them again this time around. I will also be changing the stereo to a more modern one. The cassette deck in it now 
SUCKS. I will be stepping out of my comfort zone on this build and trying to do a fair amount of fiberglass work on it. I have never messed 
with fiberglass before. So just as soon I become YouTube Certified I can start fiber glassing my butt off.  We have another tough year of 
talented competitors participating and I will be giving it my all in hopes of bringing home the big W.

Charles  Stephens  
Newcastle, IN
I’m Charles Stephens, a custom motorcycle builder based 
in Newcastle, Indiana. I’ve been building bikes for over 
five years, specializing in hand-built choppers and custom 
metal fabrication. There’s nothing better than watching 

raw metal transform into a running, living machine. Over the years I’ve 
built XS650, KZ440, and KZ400 choppers, along with Harley Sportsters and 
Honda Shadow baggers — but choppers are where my heart truly is. I’m drawn to their raw lines, minimalist style, and the freedom they 
represent. 2026 marks my first-year building for Wyld Stallions, and I’m excited to push my work to a higher, more professional level and 
bring my vision to a bigger stage. This year’s build will be an Evolution-powered chopper with a bright, bold color palette and a skinny, 
old-school stance. I love the sound and character of the Evo motor — it delivers modern reliability while keeping that classic chopper soul. My 
goal is simple: build a bike that is clean, honest, and full of personality — a build that looks good, sounds right, and feels alive.very loud paint job 
with custom powder coating. I’m planning to have the wheels, and frame powder coated by Pirate Powder Coating. As well as some of the other 
parts. They did a great job on last year’s build for me, and I’ll be using them again this time around. I will also be changing the stereo to a more 
modern one. The cassette deck in it now SUCKS. I will be stepping out of my comfort zone on this build and trying to do a fair amount of fiberglass 
work on it. I have never messed with fiberglass before. So just as soon I become YouTube Certified I can start fiber glassing my butt off.  We have 
another tough year of talented competitors participating and I will be giving it my all in hopes of bringing home the big W.

Jeff Hittle 
Swartz Creek, MI
Hello Everyone!  My name is Jeff Hittle, I am a 47-year-old native 
to Swartz Creek MI.  I am a retired Army Infantry soldier and 
have had a love for motorcycles since my teenage years. It’s 

when I first got that itch that only 2 wheels and wind in your face can scratch.  
I am married, 22 years now, and have an 18-year-old daughter that is the light of my world.  I am a member of the Combat Veterans 
Motorcycle Association, where we ride and raise money to help out veterans in need.  Over the last few years, I have got into rebuilding 
motorcycle engines and self-learning about the mechanics of motorcycles.  Last year I attended the Wyld Stallions Season 3 finale, and it 
lit a fire in me to enter the season 4 build.  I was able to pick up a 1995 Harley Sportster 1200XL to begin my journey.  Of course, the motor 
needs work, all electrical wiring is bad, but I can see what it can be.  It’s going to be a challenge of labor and sweat turning it into the 
unique one-of-a-kind motorcycle I’m envisioning.  My build is going to be a bobber style.  Starting with the fenders chopped or removed, 
engine is going to need to be rebuilt to stop all those pesky leaks.  I will be doing a suicide shift with foot clutch and converting to a chain 
drive and rewiring entire bike.  At this time, I am undetermined about the paint scheme, but I believe it will come to me as the build 
progresses and the bike reveals her name to me!  I look forward to forming new friendships and knowledge through this build competition 
and look forward to seeing everyone’s build in August!  Keep the rubber side down and stay safe!
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Brett Pickett
Jackson, MI 

w/ Jay Hetfield
Holt, MI 

Brett Pickett  - I am 37 years old and from Jackson, MI.  
Occupation: Alro Steel Metals Outlet. 2026 WSMB Bike: 1200cc 
Classic Sportster Chopper. Hand built, four up single loop hardtail 
frame. One off narrow tree, spoolie 21” up front, and alien tank 
I grew up skateboarding and motorcycles became a natural 

progression for seeking the same outlets for self-expression, comradery, and most importantly, fun…a lot easier on the body!   After 
becoming a father and leaving my job in the beer industry, I landed in an entirely new career at Alro Steel. I had two objectives: learn about 
metal and build my own chopper.  Luckily, it’s where I met Jay who’s a 15-year veteran Alro customer.  When he stopped in, I realized he 
was indeed “THE GUY” from JumpStreet Customs! I would hassle him with questions every chance I got. Before long, he offered to walk 
me through my first frame build. Then, he offered to donate a shelf full of extra parts, and on Xmas eve, a complete Sportster motor! Then 
came the INSANE idea of entering my bike into the WSMB with my vision under his fabrication guidance.  That is just the type of dude Jason 
is. This is the first thing I’ve truly built from scratch, and I couldn’t be more excited and grateful for this opportunity to be a part of this 
awesome builder community.

Jay Hetfield - My name is Jay Hetfield, and I live in Holt Michigan. I’ve been building bikes and parts for them for 20 years. I run JumpStreet 
Customs and specialize in XS650 and Harley parts as well as complete builds. I’m super stoked to be part of this show. I’m originally from 
Owosso and can’t wait to be back there to show off what Brett Pickett and I are building. Meeting Brett at Alro Steel and chatting with him 
about wanting to build a bike inspired me to help him out, and to donate the extra Sporty I had laying around to him. I’m all for bringing 
more people into the chopper game and this seemed like a good opportunity to work with a great dude. I’m honored to be showing Brett 
how to build and fabricate and can’t wait to see him ripping down the road on his new chopper.
butt off.  We have another tough year of talented competitors participating and I will be giving it my all in hopes of bringing home the big W.

Brian “Salty” 
Badger  
Battle Creek, MI
My Legal Name is Brian Badger, I’m a Us Navy 
Veteran and have the Nickname “Salty” in which I 
incorporated into my social media channels.

  I’m a 3rd generation motorcycle enthusiast. Both of my grandfathers were motorcycle 
enthusiasts; one was a machinist and would make parts to customize his motorcycles long 
before the internet and even mail order and my dad was building choppers in the 70’s.  There’s 
rumors that a ‘74 Super Glide was traded for me in a divorce, so I guess you could say it’s in 
my DNA. I was a late bloomer, not really into motorcycles and choppers until after I got out of 
the service but even in those years, I didn’t choose to ride things that were easy.  I was a horse 
and bull roughstock rider in rodeos at one time.  Still, after earning a bruised and broken body, 
I chose motorcycles and that suspensions were overrated.  I’m in no way a professional bike 
builder.  I prefer to call myself a hobbyist and have never had the desire to work on motorcycles 
as a trade.  As an automotive technician, I don’t want it to draw away the enjoyment I have 
from motorcycles. Also, having a family full of motorcyclists gives me a fleet of bikes to 
maintain.  Working on bikes brings my son and grandchildren into the shop, which I consider 
find the true enjoyment sharing my passion for motorcycles. 

After a stroke in October of ‘23, my motorcycle lifestyle shifted gears into more of a builder than a rider. Building bikes has become my 
therapy and has helped me tune my motor skills. This build for the Wyld Stallions will be my personal 5th build I’ve done, and I’m really 
looking forward to it.  In my case, the invitation alone and to be a part of the different shows I have attended is always the win for me.  The 
people I meet, sharing 2 wheeled works of art, and the lifestyle with generations to come is the award.   Thanks for the opportunity!

Nic Carlin  
Returning Builder

Co-host, WyldStallionsmbc 

Podcast

Angola, IN
What’s up?  I’m Nic and I’m back again for season 4 
of the WSMB. Since its beginning, I’ve entered and 
have been able to present a bike each year up until 
last.  I entered, but unfortunately, I wasn’t able to finish my build due to some family issues beyond my 
control. With things now sorted out, I’m ready to jump back into it again.  This year I am bringing a 1981 
Kawasaki KZ1000. I found this bike for $600 on FB marketplace and couldn’t pass it up. The Wyld Stallions 
Motorcycle Build is quickly becoming a familiar staple in the bike building community and I’m excited to 

be back and a part of the comp again. This year is shaping up to be one of the best yet.kind motorcycle I’m envisioning.  My build is going 
to be a bobber style.  Starting with the fenders chopped or removed, engine is going to need to be rebuilt to stop all those pesky leaks.  I 
will be doing a suicide shift with foot clutch and converting to a chain drive and rewiring entire bike.  At this time, I am undetermined 
about the paint scheme, but I believe it will come to me as the build progresses and the bike reveals her name to me!  I look forward to 
forming new friendships and knowledge through this build competition and look forward to seeing everyone’s build in August!  Keep the 
rubber side down and stay safe!

Matt LaRue 
Defiance, OH
Hi, I am Matt LaRue. I have been riding motorcycles for about 11 years. 
I started on rockets and switched over to cruisers about 7 years ago. 
While most of the family makes fun of the bagger life, my wife and I 
enjoy grocery shopping on the bike and people sure do ask for us to 
carry their stuff quite often! My father-in-law started the building bug 
about 4 years ago with his first build and my brother-in-law followed 
shortly after. The WSMB is giving me the opportunity and motivation 
to make an idea that’s been in my head for the last 9 years to finally 
become a reality. I am going to be entering a 2001 Road King chopper 

for my build.  Yes, you read that right I am doing the unheard of and unthinkable.  So, stay tuned for the 
ride of lessons learned and dreams come true.

Shelley Grimes  
Defiance, OH
Hi everyone, my name is Shelley Grimes. I 
have been around motorcycles most of my 
life. I raced dirt bikes in my younger years in 
Southern California and although I’m very 
familiar with riding, I’ve never really done 
anything mechanical to them. Putting gas in 
the tank was probably the most mechanical 
thing I did. Lately, you’ll find me on a Harley.  I 
have been watching my husband and son build 
motorcycles and thought, why not? When 
asking my family if they thought I could get 

into the hobby and if they thought I could do it, they said don’t see why not. So, here I go! I am starting 
with a 1979 FLH that I am planning on giving a “girls” twist to and learning waaay more than how to put gas in it. 
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FOLLOW THE 
BUILD ON 

FACEBOOK!

Marty Grimes 
Defiance, OH
Marty Grimes, Defiance, Ohio:  I have always liked choppers and have rode 
something most of my life, but it wasn’t until about 2020 when I decided to build 
my first chopper.  I plan to use a ‘76 Super Glide pile that I picked up a few years 

ago to build a long springer 70’s style chop.  I have some ideas for frame design and look forward to having a 
good time with it.  Here is a picture of me on my first chopper on Spearfish Canyon Rd, S.D., and the other is 
what I am starting the WSMB with this year.

Frank Grimes  
Returning 2024 WSMB Winner 

Defiance, OH
My name is Frank Grimes, I’m from Defiance, 
Ohio, and I’m really excited to be back for 
season 4 of the Wyld Stallions Motorcycle Build. 
I started building bikes about 3 years ago, 

and every year I try to add something new to my skill set. This year is going to be exceptionally fun because I get to go head-to-head with 
my dad. Dad and I have worked on things together, and have helped each other, but this year it’s for all the marbles! In all reality we are 
going to have fun and enjoy the journey. This year I will be building a hard tail chopper. I’m going to run an old school fury girder frontend. 
I have a pair of original Ron Finch taillights I’m planning to incorporate into this build as well. My goal is a crazy narrow wild 70’s style 
chopper. At the moment, I’m still undecided on what to use for an engine.  I’m in between building a hot rod shovelhead engine or using 
a 1950 panhead engine. I also want to play around with new ideas and try to learn a few new things as well for this year’s WSMB.  One of 
them being challenging myself to do the paint work on my own this year. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone’s ideas come to life and 
meeting new friends along the way to Owosso Vintage Motorcycle Days in August.

Derek Long  
Returning Builder - WSMB Creator, Longs Speed 
Co. - Owosso Vintage Motorcycle Days

Owosso, MI
Hello my name is Derek Long and if this your first time joining us for the Wyld 
Stallions Motorcycle Build, thank you and welcome!  The Season 4 stage of the 
WSMB has been set.  I’ve said it once; I’ll say it again, I’m out to make the 2026 
season spectacular with the original fire and the will to get things done.  All eyes on the prize! 
 After going through some changes in life, I feel I’m giving myself the room to grow with those changes.  It’s allowed me to stop and 
recalibrate my focus toward new direction in following a dream.  If you are new to the WSMB you may not know that I am the founder of 
this shindig, and I have yet to walk out with the trophy and the bag goodies over my shoulder.  I’ve been happy to give them to the past 
winners because they were well deserved, but I look forward to a new year of competition and going all in again with everyone else that is 
participating.  Who knows, this could be my year to hoist that trophy! 
Coming into season 4, I’m in for a ride again as I try to figure out the design, the mechanicals, and how to finish while balancing life and 
the unknowns.  This year I will be building a 1982 Shovel FXR which I plan on making more “mechanical” over excessive. Hoping it will mold 
into a flowing design that continues to grow as the angles start to develop.
Thank you for following and remember “Be excellent to each other.”

Just two weeks into 2026, the 
Motorcycle Riders Foundation (MRF) 
is already seeing key priorities 

move into the spotlight on Capitol 
Hill. On Tuesday, the House Energy 
and Commerce Subcommittee on 
Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade 
will hold a hearing titled “American 
Automotive Safety, Affordability, and 
Leadership.” This is a critically important 
venue for addressing issues that impact 
motorcyclists, as it brings together 
lawmakers who shape federal policy on vehicle standards, 
consumer protections, and emerging transportation 
technologies.

Sixteen bills are listed for possible discussion during 
the hearing. While it is unlikely that each proposal will 
receive the in-depth attention it deserves, the sheer 
number of measures under consideration signals that 
this powerful committee is paying close attention to the 
future of American mobility. Of particular interest to riders 
is H.R. 3385, legislation to update the federal definition 
of a motorcycle, along with H.R. 1566, the REPAIR Act, 
which focuses on the right of consumers to repair and 
modify their vehicles. Also included are informal legislative 
drafts addressing autonomous vehicle policy, an area the 
MRF continues to monitor closely as these technologies 
increasingly share the road with motorcyclists.

The MRF has been in active contact with 
our champions on Capitol Hill, as well as 
congressional committee staff, regarding 
the hearing and the bills under review. 
These conversations are essential to ensure 
the unique needs and safety concerns of 
America’s motorcyclists are understood as 
lawmakers debate affordability, safety, and 
innovation in the automotive space.

The message is clear: even at the very 
start of the year, MRF priorities are at 

the forefront in the halls of Congress. We will closely track 
the hearing and keep our members informed about the 
discussions, outcomes, and next steps as they unfold.

JOIN THE MRF at MRF.ORG

Support The Effort To Prevent Legislation From Slowly 
Eliminating Motorcycles And Bikers

SPECIAL BULLETIN FROM A.B.A.T.E. OF MICHIGAN

MRF Priorities 
Center Stage

Thanks again, 
Merry S. Garrett 
Proud lifetime member of ABATE 

Board Member, State Events Chair, RC 

Region 6 (covering Gladwin, Midland, 

Bay City and Arenac counties) 
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Don't Miss a Single Issue...

Subscribe to Michigan's #1 Motorcycle Magazine! 

12 Issues For Only $50

Keep reading, keep riding, and remember...WHERE THERE'S BIKES THERE'S GOING TO BE THUNDER!

Send check or money order payable to
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

PO Box 1782
Midland, MI 48641-1782

Name:
Address:
City:                                                               State:                                Zip:
Phone:                                                       Email:

THUNDER CAM
New Owners! Veteran Owned!

RESERVE OUR 
LARGE
BANQUET
ROOM 
FOR YOUR
OCCASION

SPONSORED BY

POOL & DARTS

KITCHEN OPEN LATE

5AM BREAKFAST EVERYDAY

SATURDAY STEAK NIGHT

WEEKEND ENTERTAINMENT

6444 MAIN ST
CASS CITY, MI 48726

(989)872-4488
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WE KNOW YOU WON’T BE
DISAPPOINTED!

IT'S NOT GIANT... IT'S GOING TO BE HUGE!

New and used motorcycle parts and
bikes from stock to custom. 

From vintage, modern, street, to dirt. 
HUGE variety of motorcycle

accessories and related gear.

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 11TH
MARION,  OH

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 15TH
LIMA,  OH

SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY 22ND
FLINT,  MI

SUNDAY,  MARCH 22ND
KALAMAZOO,  MI

SUNDAY,  APRIL 26TH
HUNTINGTON,  IN

UPCOMING J&C MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEETS
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Yeah,Yeah,  or meh?or meh?
Rating: HHHHH (5 out of 5 Stars)

Most riders will 
tell you that 
when they 

buy a new bike, the first 
thing they do is start 
chasing performance, 
pipes, intake, tuner, cams. 
Horsepower sells. In my 
case, that box was already 
checked.

When I bought my 
bike, the performance 
work was already done, 
so instead of throwing 
money at things I didn’t 
need, I decided to go a 
different direction. I went 
after comfort. And the very first thing I upgraded was the 
seat.

I’m a tall rider, and if you’re built anything like me, you 
already know the struggle, knees too bent, hips cramped, 
and after a couple hundred miles you’re constantly shifting 
around trying to get comfortable. That’s why I went with the 
Saddlemen Roadsofa Extended Reach seat. I needed to be 
pushed back in the cockpit, plain and simple.

Right out of the gate, I was told the same thing most 
Saddlemen owners hear:

“Give it about 300 miles to really break in.”
Here’s the thing - I thought the seat was comfortable from 

day one.
At the time I installed it, the bike had around 25,000 miles 

on it. Fast forward to today and I’m pushing 60,000 miles, 
so yeah… I’ve had plenty of seat time to form a real opinion. 
Not a parking-lot opinion. Not a weekend-only opinion. Real 
miles.

And after all that riding, I can confidently say this is the 
most comfortable seat I’ve ever had on a motorcycle.

Real-World Comfort That Holds Up
The Roadsofa’s design isn’t just about padding, it’s about 

support. Saddlemen uses a combination of their proprietary 
foam and gel technology that distributes weight evenly and 
eliminates pressure points. That means less fatigue in your 
lower back, hips, and tailbone on long rides.

The extended reach version was a game changer for me. 
Being set back just that extra bit opened up my leg room 

and completely changed my riding position. It made the 
bike feel like it was actually built for my size instead of me 
trying to adapt to it.

Long days? No problem. Multi-state trips? Bring it 
on. This seat doesn’t break down, flatten out, or turn 
into a brick halfway through the ride. Even after tens 
of thousands of miles, it’s still doing exactly what it’s 
supposed to do.

Comparing Seats –  
A Quick Reality Check

I’ve owned other aftermarket seats. My Softail had a 
Mustang seat, and I’ll be honest, it may or may not have 
been a “great” seat for someone else, but it wasn’t for me. 
I didn’t care for it at all. In fact, I ended up ditching it and 
going back to the stock seat, which says everything you 
need to know.

This time around? Totally different story.
I pulled the stock seat off immediately, installed the 

Saddlemen, and never once thought about switching back. 
Not after 300 miles. Not after 3,000. Not after 30,000.

That’s saying something.

Final Thoughts – Yeah or Meh?
This one’s an easy YEAH.
The Saddlemen Roadsofa Extended Reach seat isn’t 

cheap—but neither is riding uncomfortable for years. 
Comfort upgrades are some of the smartest money you 
can spend on a motorcycle, and this seat has proven itself 
mile after mile, year after year.

If you’re tall, if you ride long distances, or if you’re just 
tired of shifting around trying to stay comfortable, do 
yourself a favor and look at the Roadsofa. Hands down, it’s 
one of the best purchases I’ve ever made for a bike.

Life is short, bikers… so get after it.

Saddlemen Roadsofa Extended Reach Seat
Long Miles, Long Legs, and Long-Term Comfort

BY BIG E – MID MICHIGAN BIKER PODCAST
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HOT  RODS HOT  RODS 
TOP ICSTOP ICS

BE AWARE
MOTORCYCLES
EVERYWHERE

ARE

 Jason Waechter TheMotorcycleLawyer.com 1-877-BIKER-LAW

We recently gathered for one of our annual celebrations, 
providing an excellent opportunity to reflect on the 
results of our fundraising initiatives for 2025. It was truly 

gratifying to see the positive impact these efforts have made on 
local organizations, food pantries, and Veterans. The commitment 
shown by our members continues to inspire and motivate our 
ongoing support of these important causes.

Looking ahead, we have several upcoming events focused on 
raising awareness for motorcycle safety and suicide prevention, 
with plans to further expand our outreach and support even more 
individuals in need. Our suicide prevention benches are now placed 
in 17 schools, with additional locations planned as part of our 
continued efforts. Amos, our Awareness Champion, has already 
reached more than 1,000 students through his lessons and has a full 
schedule planned for the coming year, including schools in the Ann 
Arbor, Belleville, Ida, Milan, Saline, and Ypsilanti districts.

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge a true legend who 
deeply cared about bikers and their right to live authentically—Russell 
Cockerman, Vice Chairman of the Michigan Confederation of Clubs 
and a respected member of the Oakland County Scorpions. Russell was 
respected by me and by countless bikers across the community. He 
personally took care of me at the National Confederation of Clubs in 
Florida when Hollywood Macarie was unable to attend and asked me 
to step in for him during a difficult family loss. Russell will always be 
remembered as a true-to-heart biker! 

I would also like to recognize RJ & Aly, along with Thunder Roads 
Michigan magazine, for their exceptional support and dedication 
to assisting advertisers and vendors. Their continued partnership is 
truly appreciated.

 I would also like to acknowledge RJ & Aly, and Thunder Roads 
magazine for their exceptional support and dedication in assisting 
advertisers and vendors – their partnership is appreciated.

God bless you all and good health and prosperity to you and your 
families.
Stay safe,

HOT ROD HOT ROD 
BEATONBEATON
President / Hot Rods Motorcycle Awareness and Suicide Prevention Foundation

Gates Open at 7:00am
Practice 9:00-10:30am

Enterance Fee: $15
Sign up 8:00-9:00am
Races Start 11:00am

Race Fee: $35 Per Class

*Studded and Non-Studded Motorcycles and Quads*
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ICE
2 OZ WHITE CHOCOLATE LIQUEUR
1 1⁄2 OZ VANILLA VODKA
1 OZ HEAVY CREAM
1 OZ WHITE CRÈME DE CACAO
DASH VANILLA EXTRACT
WHITE CHOCOLATE SHAVINGS OR WHITE
CHOCOLATE STRAWBERRY FOR GARNISH

Pearl-tini
STORM CHASERS DRINK RECIPE

Directions:
1.Fill a cocktail shaker with ice.
2.Add the white chocolate liqueur, vanilla vodka, heavy
cream, white crème de cacao, and vanilla extract.
3.Shake until chilled.
4.Strain the cocktail into a chilled martini glass.
5.Garnish with white chocolate shavings or chocolate
covered Strawberry.

Directions:
1.Fill a cocktail shaker with ice.
2.Add the white chocolate liqueur, vanilla vodka, heavy
cream, white crème de cacao, and vanilla extract.
3.Shake until chilled.
4.Strain the cocktail into a chilled martini glass.
5.Garnish with white chocolate shavings or chocolate
covered Strawberry.

Joker’s Wild composed by: Toni McCoy Shearon | thunderroadsfounder@gmail.com

9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits

There are 2 things in a woman’s life that are for 
certain: 
1. Death
2. If you fall asleep in a tube top, you will wake 
up with one boob hanging out. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
When 3 people have sex, it’s called a threesome. 
When 2 people have sex, it’s called a twosome. 
Now, I understand why they call you handsome. 
------------------------------------------------------------
Got called into a meeting with HR today, cause 
apparently telling your coworker that you knew he 
was a C-section baby by the way he avoids labor 
is not acceptable. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Good Moms let you lick the mixer beaters. 
Thoughtful Moms turn them off first. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
A lady walked past me at the Clinic and said, 
“No Mask?” and I replied, “No panties either”. 
That shut her up. Don’t play with me Karen. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
I got pulled over by some Cop last night. He 
asked me if I had a police record. 
Apparently “Roxanne” was not the answer he was 
wanting to hear. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Don’t believe what you see in the cartoons. No 
matter how hard you throw a toilet plunger, it will 
not actually stick to someone’s face. Don’t ask me 
how I know this, just know it is the truth. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Remember when we had to smack the t.v. be-
cause the channel wasn’t coming in clearly? 
I feel that way about far too many people nowadays. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Isn’t it weird that Star Trek goes where no one 
has ever gone before and yet, they always find 
someone there. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
I so dislike it when people say, “Bite Me”, and 
then act all surprised. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Flowers, bottle of Jack Daniels and strip silly for 
her to her fave sexy song that will make her laugh 
till she grabs you. That’s all we really want., just 
to have some FUN!  It’s never overrated.  

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY, BIKERS - YOU 
MAKE LIFE A HELLUVA LOT MORE FUN!   

Last night, my neighbor came home drunk and 
banged on his own door for like 5 minutes. 
Problem is, he lives alone, so I went outside and  
told him he wasn’t there, so then he left. 
------------------------------------------------------------
You can walk around WallyWorld carrying a bag 
of grapes and literally nobody will bother you or 
even give a damn, but as soon as you grab a 
rotisserie chicken in the bag, Yup! here comes 
Security.  Swarm! Swarm! 
------------------------------------------------------------
With the rise of self-driving vehicles, it’s only a 
matter of time before we hear a country song 
where a guy’s truck leaves him too. 
------------------------------------------------------------
Old people at weddings always poke me and say,
“You’re next.” 
So, I started doing the same thing to them at 
funerals. 
------------------------------------------------------------
 At my last colonoscopy I had the Doctor write a 
note to my wife stating that my head was defi-
nitely Not up there! 
------------------------------------------------------------
 When I was six months pregnant with my third 
child, my four-year-old came into the room when 
I was getting ready to get into the shower. 
She said, “Mommy, you are getting fat!” 
I replied, “Yes, honey, remember Mommy has a 
baby growing in her tummy.” 
“I know Mommy,” she replied, “what is growing 
in your butt though?” 
------------------------------------------------------------
I think my neighbor is stalking me. He’s been 
Googling my name on his computer. I saw it all 
through my telescope last night. 
------------------------------------------------------------
If you are arguing loudly on your phone in public,
please put it on speaker, I need to hear both 
sides of the story. 
------------------------------------------------------------
My bank has a new service where they will text 
you your balance. It’s cool, I just don’t think they 
should add “LOL” at the end. 
------------------------------------------------------------
Me: I’m not very hungry, just want something 
easy.   Server: Maybe the chicken strips for $6 
bucks? 
Me: Maybe it does, but that doesn’t really help 
with my hunger issue now does it?  
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®

FEBRUARY 2026
February 1
- D14 State Championship Series
Round 4
Valley Trail Riders M/C
4957 Brown Rd.
Bently, MI
More info www.d14ice.com  

February 7
- 2026 AMA Ice Race
Oval National Championship &
State Championship Series
Round 5
Leisure Lake Family Campground
505 S. Warner Rd. 
Sumner, MI
More info www.d14ice.com  

February 8
- 2026 AMA Ice Race
Oval National Championship &
State Championship Series
Round 5
Leisure Lake Family Campground
505 S. Warner Rd. 
Sumner, MI
More info www.d14ice.com  

- Beeter’s Super Bowl Bash
Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 E Pine St.
Sebewaing, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Super Bowl Watch Party
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

February 14
- Ice Racing on Crystal Lake
High Point Series
Crystal Lake
202 N. Shore Dr.
Crystal, MI
More info www.d14ice.com

- Valentines Day Bash
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

February 15
- 45th Annual Motorcycle Swap Meet
Allen County Fairgrounds
2750 Harding Highway Lima
Lima, OH
More info www.hugeswapmeets.com

- D14 State Championship Series
Round 6
Port Huron M/C
3376 Griswold Rd.
Port Huron, MI
More info www.d14ice.com  

February 22
- Annual Flint Motorcycle  
Swap Meet
Dort Financial Center 
3501 Lapeer Rd.
Flint, MI
More info www.hugeswapmeets.com

- D14 State Championship Series
Round 7
Valley Trail Riders M/C
4957 Brown Rd.
Bently, MI
More info www.d14ice.com  

February 28
- Ice Racing on Crystal Lake
High Point Series
Crystal Lake
202 N. Shore Dr.
Crystal, MI
More info www.d14ice.com

MARCH 2026
March 1
- D14 State Championship Series
Round 8
Leisure Lake Family Campground
505 S. Warner Rd. 
Sumner, MI
More info www.d14.org  

March 22
- 53rd Annual Motorcycle Swap 
Meet
Wings Event Center 
3600 Vanrick Drive
Kalamazoo, MI
More info www.hugeswapmeets.com

March 29
- Rev it Up Motorcycle Show
Suburban Collection Showplace
46100 Grand River Ave.
Novi, MI
More Info Dawn or Luke 440-387-8862

Bold events indicate Advertiser/
Supporter of Thunder Roads® MI 
Please patronize our advertisers.

EVENT LISTINGS 
ARE FREE!!! 
Increase your attendance by posting 
your event in Thunder Roads 
Magazine of Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our 
Magazine will have their event 
Posted on the Pull-Out Calendar 
(specific issues) and your Event  
will be highlighted in the  
Thunder Roads® Events Calendar  
of the Magazine. 

Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan – Your Michigan Biker Connection
(Call about our Special Discounts for Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads Magazine and on our website, send the information to:  Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.  Event 
information must be received prior to the 10th of the month preceding the event month to be posted in the magazine.

Remember to call ahead before planning to attend any event as the information/dates may change. Thunder Roads Michigan is Not responsible for errors or omissions.

       FRIDAY: 
HOT PEPPER           
EATING CONTEST
LOUD PIPE CONTEST
AUDIO COMPETITION
LIVE MUSIC AT NIGHT

SATURDAY: 
BLESSING OF 

            THE BIKES
FIELD EVENTS
BIKE SHOW
LIVE MUSIC AT NIGHT

PLUS!
TATTOO  STATION

TATTOO  CONTEST
MOTORCYCLE
STUNT SHOWS

WWW.OGEMAWCOUNTYFAIR.ORG 

BIKE BASH

OGEM
AW COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

BIKE SHOW
HOSTED BY

WATCH FOR TICKET AND
CAMPING UPDATES!

2300 RIFLE RIVER TRAIL,
WEST BRANCH, MI 48661 

OGEMAW COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

STAY FOR THE DAY OR CAMP
ALL WEEKEND!

FOLLOW BIKE BASH ON FACEBOOK 

JUNE 19–21, 2026

PRESENTS

LIVE

MUS
IC

VEN
DOR

S

FIELDEVENTS &MORE

RRiiddee  hhaarrdd   wwii tthh   jjeewweell rryy   bbuu ii ll tt   ffoorr   tthhee  rrooaadd ..   WWee'' rree

aa  MMiicchh iiggaann--BBaasseedd  ccoommppaannyy   ddee ll ii vveerr iinngg  pprreemmiiuumm

ssttaa iinn lleessss  sstteeeell   bb iikkee  cchhaaiinn   bbrraacceelleettss ,,   rr iinnggss,,

nneecckkllaacceess  aanndd  mmoorree..   BBaacckkeedd  bbyy   aa   LL ii ffeett iimmee

WWaarr rraannttyy ..   NNoo  rruusstt ,,   nnoo  rreegg rreettss   --   jjuusstt   ssoo ll iidd   ssttyy llee

tthhaatt   llaassttss  ffoorreevveerr..

wwwwww..HHeeaavvyyMMeettaa llJJeewweellss ..ccoomm

55 11 77 -- 99 9966 -- 66 22 3300
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MC PARTS & SERVICE
508 Fab & V-Twin
508 N. Clinton Ave.
St. Johns, MI 48879

989-292-4508
www.508FabMachining.com

Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle 
804 S. Huron Rd.

Linwood, MI 48634
989-697-5525

www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave

West Branch, MI 48661
989-343-5454

Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S M-76

West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1330

www.Gildnershd.com

Holeshot Harley-Davidson
4741 E Pickard St.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-772-5513

Mid-Michigan’s Only Authorized 
Harley-Davidson Dealership

J & R Cycle
17447 Lasher Rd.
Detroit, MI 48219

313-766-5668
www.jrcustomcycledetroit.com

Klenow’s Customs
3280 Bay Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-284-5972

H-D Customization and Repair

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-773-9991

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson of Lapeer
1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Mertz Rd.
Caro, MI 48723
989-683-4130

Check us out on Facebook

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.

 Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550

www.TractionPowersports.net

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy.

Flint, MI 48507
www.VehicleCityHarley.Com

MOTORCYCLE GEAR
H&B Cycles

418 W. Frank St.
Caro, MI 48723
989-327-4744

Heavy Metal Jewelry
Shop At:

www.HeavyMetalJewelry .Com
Lifetime Warranty

MOTORCYCLE 
ORGANIZATIONS

ABATE OF MICHIGAN
LOOK TWICE.  SAVE A LIFE

To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org

Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

American Legion Post 510
830 S. Clinton St.

Stockbridge, MI 49285
Hell To Paradise Ride

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle 
Awareness & Suicide  

Prevention  Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com

419-349-8075

Port Huron Motorcycle Club
3376 Griswold Rd.

 Port Huron, MI 48060
810-982-4894

See You at the Races!
P.H.M.C. Since 1948

SPECIALTY PARTS  
& SERVICES

Insomnia Bagger Audio
158 Peck

Battle Creek, MI 49014
269-224-8119

www.InsomniaBaggerAudio.com
High End Bagger Audio Builds

Twisted Illusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals

Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & More!

989-280-1439
TwistedIllusionsLighting@gmail.com

BARS & 
RESTAURANTS

A&W Restaurant
1514 Washington St.

Midland, MI
989-832-3811

Bike Night Every 3rd Saturday

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.

Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170

Full Bar & Pub Menu
Thursday Ride in Specials

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Buckley Roadside Bar
116 W. Wexford Ave.
Buckley, MI 49620

231-269-4170
Outdoor Bar Area

Bike Night Thursday

Buckwild Saloon
9258 Foster Rd.

Fostoria, MI 48435
989-795-1082

Bike Night Tuesday

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,  
Sports & Sprits!

Doc’s on the River
9121 North US-31

Free Soil, MI 49411
231-621-1744

Bike Night Wednesday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, MI 48832
989-463-4693

Bike Night Wednesday

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.

Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5791

Wednesday Ride in Specials

Jailhouse Bar & Grill
2707 Nelson St.

Manistee, MI 49660
Outdoor Seating

Remies Bar
111 S. Third St.

Marquette, MI 49855
906-226-9133
Rider Owned

A Marquette Legend Since 1934!

Scooter’s Bar & Grill
6004 Torrey Rd.
Flint, MI 48507
(810) 655-6884

Bike Night Wednesday

Silver Bullet Saloon
8347 E Washington Rd.

Branch, MI 49402
231-898-8400

The Final Pour Gazebo Bar
1020 E. Huron

Au Gres, MI 48703
989-876-4653

Full Bar & Menu
Best Outdoor Bar Seating

The Otherside Bar & Grill
8301 Midland Rd.

Freeland, MI 48623
989-695-5563

Bike Night Thursday

The Post Restaurant & Bar
6444 Main St.

Cass City, MI 48726
989-872-4488

Bike Night Wednesday

Tool Shed Pub & Grub
12 W. Munger Rd.
Munger, MI 48747

989-233-3630
Bike Night Thursday

NEW OWNERS!

The Whiskey Jar
4397 Main St.

Brown City, MI 48416
810-346-3028

Bike Night Tuesday

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, MI 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.

Downtown Hastings, MI
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer

Bikers Always Welcome

The Whyte Goose
108 State St.

Bay City, MI 48706
989-895-5342

Woody’s Tavern
2517 Baldwin Rd.
Fenton, MI 48430

810-373-6108
Daily 2-Wheel Specials

Bike Night Sunday

CHURCHES
Church Of The Living Word

Blessing Of The Bikers
1100 N. Ovid Rd.
Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.Org

FUNERAL SERVICES
Tombstone Hearse Co

For use at ANY Funeral Home, 
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs Notice

734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

LOANS & FINANCING
Security Credit Union

Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333

www.SecurityCU.org

LOUNGES
Timothy’s Fine Cigars

115 Center Ave.
Bay City, MI 48708

989-894-6673

LODGING & CAMPING
Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar
Campground And Cabins

W, 17838 US-2
Gould City, MI 49838

906-477-6983
Home of the Rendezvous Rally

Father’s Day Weekend

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Riffle River Trail

West Branch, MI 48661 
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com

Bike Bash

Old Highway Campground
14335 US-12

 Brooklyn, MI 49230
517-662-1782

Brooklynmarket@
usa2goquickstore.com

Oscoda Area Convention  
& Visitors Bureau

Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, MI
1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

INSURANCE
State Farm -Tim Boychuck

967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
Rider Owned!

LEGAL SERVICES
Michigan Biker Law

37699 6 Mile Rd. Ste. 250
Livonia, MI 48152

1-800-MI-Biker
www.Michiganbiker.com

VEHICLE PARTS  
& SERVICES

Henderson Brothers 
Rustproofing

Since 1962
402 E. Lyon

Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

SERVICES
Musselman Excavating, LLC

Biker Owned
“We do it in the Dirt”

989-777-0822
www.MusselmanExcavatingLLC.com

Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication
2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815

www.OreoWelding.com

Speedway Fuel  
and Convenience Store

288 E. Huron Rd.
Vassar, MI 48678
Bikers Welcome!

Fueling Your Ride for Over 70 Years!

Pick up your FREE copy of THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN  
at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue. 

 Thank you to all our supporters for making  
THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN 
the #1 FREE Motorcycle Magazine.

TIM BOYCHUCK
STATE FARM®
INSURANCE AGENT

967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640
989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

Auto, Homeowners
Condo, Renters, 
Motorcycle, Life, 

Health Supplement
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