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ACT FAST!AUTO INJURY

MOTORCYCLE INJURY
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LICENSE APPEALS

your defense
starts now
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CLOSED TUESDAYSEst. 1964

BUILT BY BIKERS FOR BIKERS

313-510-1587
1965 Mertz Rd. Caro, MI

Tuesday 5pm - 8pm
Fostoria, MI

Wednesday 5pm - 9pm
Cass City, MI

Holster Geek Custom Kydex 
Holster Laser Engraving 

810-337-5485

Motorcycle Repair
Accessories Tires & More!

989-455-1187

Custom Airbrushing 248-820-2180

Custom Paint & Insurance Work
615-589-3804

2026
BIKE NIGHTS
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Post 443

The Ride Doesn’t End Here!

Who says the fun has to slow down just because the 
temperatures do? Sure, Michigan is trading sunny 
riding days for frosty mornings, colorful leaves, and the 

occasional reminder that winter is right around the corner. But for 
us, the motorcycle lifestyle is about so much more than turning the 
throttle. It’s about the friendships, the adventures, the places we 
visit, and the people who make this community feel like family. And 
guess what? None of that has to go into hibernation!

Of course, we’re not ready to call it quits just yet! We’re still keeping our 
fingers crossed for a few more warm, sunny days to squeeze in those last 
few miles before Mother Nature reminds us who’s really in charge around 
here. But whether you’re getting ready to tuck your bike away for the 
winter or you’re one of those diehards who rides whenever the roads allow, 
there’s still plenty to keep us busy during the colder months.

Winter is the perfect time to get a head start on next season! If 
your motorcycle is heading into hibernation, now is the time to prepare 
it properly for winter storage. And if your garage is already packed tighter 
than a bike night parking lot, check out some of the great local businesses 
offering winter motorcycle storage. You can free up some space at home 
while giving your bike a safe place to spend the winter.

This is also the perfect opportunity to tackle those upgrades, repairs, 
and maintenance projects you’ve been putting off all summer. Whether 
you enjoy turning your own wrenches or prefer leaving things in the hands 
of a professional, a little attention now can make a big difference when 
spring rolls around. Nothing beats being ready to ride while everyone else 
is still trying to figure out what needs fixing!

And remember, just because riding season slows down doesn’t mean 
we should disappear from the motorcycle community. Keep visiting those 
motorcycle-friendly businesses that support our riding lifestyle. They’ll be 
happy to see a familiar face, and your continued support helps keep these 
great places going through the quieter months. Don’t forget to keep using 
your Ride N’ Win card for savings at participating locations, either. A good 
deal is a good deal, no matter what the thermometer says!

Winter is also a great time to get involved, or stay involved, with your 
local ABATE meeting. Meet fellow riders, catch up with familiar faces, 
make new friends, and learn more about the work being done to protect 
our rights as motorcyclists. And while you’re checking your calendar, check 
on your riding buddies, too. A quick phone call, a visit, or an invitation to 
grab a cup of coffee can go a long way, especially for our veteran riders 
who might be missing the camaraderie of being out on the road.

Now, if you’re one of those riders who refuses to put the bike away, 
we haven’t forgotten about you! Use the winter months to get that 
maintenance handled, plan your upgrades, and start mapping out your 
next adventure. Maybe it’s an out-of-state rally you’ve always wanted 
to attend, a southern road trip to escape the Michigan cold, or finally 
checking that destination off your bucket list. There’s no rule saying all our 
riding memories have to happen in Michigan!

As always, thank you for being part of the Thunder Roads Michigan 
family. Whether we crossed paths at a rally, visited your business, shared 
a laugh, or simply connected through the pages of the magazine, we’re 
grateful to be part of this incredible community. Keep supporting our 
advertisers, stay connected with us on social media, and check www.
thunderroadsmichigan.com for events and happenings worth keeping on 
your radar.

So, don’t look at November as the end of anything. 
Think of it as the beginning of planning, preparing, 
reconnecting, and getting ready for everything next 
season has waiting for us.

Keep the friendships strong, the plans rolling, and the 
spirit of the ride alive. And if Mother Nature gives us a 
decent day, you know what to do!

~ RJ & Aly

50

FOR LIFE'S WILD RIDE

LEATHER & WESTERN WEAR

For on the job, on the

road, or out on the town.

J e w e l r y,  l e a t h e r  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  a n d  M o r e !

5738 F-41   OSCODA, MI   48750
989-569-5623

LIVE MUSIC    COMEDY    DJ    
MUSIC BINGO    GREAT FOOD & DRINKS

NORTH
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CHAPLAIN CHARLIES CORNER: 

Thankful Hearts Wear Leather 
BY CHAPLAIN CHARLIE

It’s Christmas morning in Mid-Michigan. Snow is falling outside, 
covering the roads, rooftops, and bare trees in white. Inside, the 
house is anything but quiet. Kids are racing into the living room in 

pajamas, eyes wide and voices loud. Wrapping paper is flying. Boxes 
are being ripped open almost faster than Mom and Dad can keep 
track. Somewhere, a toy is already making noise, somebody is yelling, 
“Look what I got!” and there is probably a dog running through the 
middle of it all with a bow stuck to its head.

That kind of Christmas morning is easy to picture because many 
of us have lived it. We remember what it felt like to be a kid staring 
at those presents under the tree. But here in Midland County, there 
are children who may wake up without much under that tree at 
all. That is where a group of people who can sometimes look pretty 
intimidating comes in: the motorcycle community.

One thing I have learned over the years is that bikers have some 
of the biggest hearts you will ever find. Put a bunch of us together 
in leather, boots, patches, tattoos, and beards, and we may look 
like the people your mother warned you about. But spend time 
around the motorcycle community and you will see riders helping 
veterans, families in need, people battling illnesses, and children at 
Christmas.

That spirit is one reason I am proud to be part of Sanford 
American Legion Riders Chapter 443 and our annual TOYZ FOR 
KIDZ program. Every year, we collect toys and raise money for 
children throughout Midland County. And I want to emphasize one 
thing: every toy stays right here in Midland County.

TOYZ FOR KIDZ supports local children through Midland Public 
Schools, Bullock Creek Public Schools, Coleman Community 
Schools, Meridian Public Schools, the Sanford Santa House, and 
other local outlets helping families in our area. These gifts stay in 
the same communities where we live, work, worship, ride, and 
raise our families.

Maybe that toy ends up in a home in Sanford, Midland, Coleman, 
or Bullock Creek. Maybe it reaches a family that has had a rough 
year because of job loss, medical bills, or circumstances none of us 
plan for. The child may never know who donated it, and the donor 
may never see that child’s face. But on Christmas morning, that 
child gets the same excitement: ripping paper, a big smile, and the 
shout of, “Look what I got!”

That is what gratitude looks like when it goes to work. 
Thanksgiving gives us a perfect opportunity to think about that. 
The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “Give thanks in 
every situation because this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” That does not mean every situation is good. There are 
empty chairs at some Thanksgiving tables, and families dealing 
with illness, grief, financial struggles, and uncertainty. But even in 
difficult seasons, there are blessings worth recognizing.

We can be thankful for family, friends, a roof over our heads, 
food on the table, another sunrise, another ride, and another 

opportunity to help someone else. Maybe one of the best ways to 
show God we are thankful is to use some of what we have to bless 
somebody else. Acts 20:35 reminds us that “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.”

The motorcycle community understands that. We show up. 
Whether riders are rolling through downtown Sanford, cruising past 
Dow Diamond or the Tridge in Midland, or heading east toward Bay 
City and the Saginaw River, you do not have to travel far to find 
bikers supporting a cause.

One way you can help TOYZ FOR KIDZ this year is by joining us 
for the Sanford Christmas Ball on Friday, December 4, at the 
Sanford American Legion. Tickets are $35 per person, and all 
profits go to TOYZ FOR KIDZ.

This year’s theme is National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation, 
so if your family is only a squirrel and Cousin Eddie away from 
becoming the Griswolds, you should feel right at home. The 
evening includes a full turkey dinner with all the fixings, a special 
can koozie, dancing, a silent auction, and plenty of Christmas 
Vacation-style fun. You can enjoy a great night with friends and 
know the money raised is helping local children.

As Thanksgiving approaches, I hope all of us take time to count 
our blessings. But after we count them, let’s do something with 
them. Buy a toy. Donate a few dollars. Attend an event. Volunteer 
your time. Help a neighbor. Encourage somebody who is struggling.

You may never meet the child whose Christmas you helped 
make brighter. You may never hear the ripping paper or see the 
smile when that package gets opened. But somewhere in Midland 
County, on a snowy Christmas morning, there may be one more 
excited little voice shouting, “Look what I got!” because somebody 
cared enough to give.

This Thanksgiving, I am thankful for my family, my faith, my 
friends, and the motorcycle community I am blessed to be part 
of. Thunder Roads Michigan readers know riders come from every 
walk of life, but when someone needs help, bikers have a way of 
showing up. Sometimes the biggest hearts really do come wrapped 
in leather.

Until next time, ride safe, take care of one another, and thank 
God for the road behind you, the road ahead of you, and the 
people He has placed beside you along the way.

God bless,

Chaplain Charlie
Chaplain Dean Titus (Charlie)
Sanford American  
Legion Riders #443

Bald Eagle

4473 US 2 & 41     ESCANABA, MI 49829
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VETERANS VETERANS 
     CORNER     CORNER

There’s something about fall in Michigan that 
makes you want to take the long way home. The 
colors, the cool air, and the rumble of motorcycles 

traveling together remind us how much a few hours on 
the road can mean.

For me, the heart of our veteran riding community 
is the people. It’s the familiar faces at a stop, the 
laughter over a meal, and the comfort of being around 
brothers and sisters who understand parts of your life 
without needing every detail explained.

As an Army/Air Force veteran, I carry that connection 
with me. Our service may have taken us to different 
places, but we still know what it means to look out 
for the person beside us. That responsibility follows us 
onto the road.

Fall riding brings its own challenges. Those beautiful 
leaves can become slippery when wet, and piles can 
hide loose gravel or potholes. Slow down, give yourself 
room, and remember that a road you’ve traveled all 
summer can feel very different in November. 

Then there are the deer. On Michigan’s country 
roads, especially around dawn and dusk, we need to 
keep watching the shoulders and field edges. If one 
crosses, there may be more behind it. I want every one 
of us to enjoy the scenery and make it home safely. 

A comfortable afternoon can also turn into a cold 
ride home. Check your tires and lights, pack warm 
layers and rain gear, and pay attention to the forecast. 
There’s no shame in stopping to warm up, shortening 
a ride, or waiting for a better day when frost or ice 
threatens. We want you at the next ride, too. 

And while we’re checking our motorcycles, let’s 
check on each other.

Think about the veteran who hasn’t shown up lately. 
The friend who usually keeps everyone laughing but 
has been unusually quiet. The rider who says, “I’m 
fine,” but seems to have something weighing on them. 
We don’t always need the perfect words. Sometimes, 
“We’ve missed you,” or “Want some company?” is 

enough to open a door.

As Veterans Day approaches on November 11, I find 
myself thinking about the people behind the uniforms, 
the lives we lived before service, the experiences we 
brought home, and the ways we continue to care for 
one another.

I hope we’ll take time to attend a ceremony, shake a 
fellow veteran’s hand, or invite someone to sit with us. 
And when the day is over, I hope we’ll keep reaching 
out. A brother or sister who needs company on 
Veterans Day may need it the following week, too.

To my brothers and sisters in arms: I’m grateful for 
the bonds we share. For the stories, the laughter, and 
the willingness to stand beside one another when life 
gets heavy.

Enjoy these remaining fall miles. Take the pictures. 
Stop for the coffee. Make room at the table for 
someone who needs to feel welcome.

And please, take care of yourselves and each other. 
When the motorcycles are parked and winter settles 
in, we still have one another, and that’s the part of this 
community I treasure most.

SHARON K HARVEY, USA/USAF (RETIRED)
AKA (STORMY)

Fall Miles and the People Who Make Them Matter…

88 11 00   66 66 77   33 11 77 00

Weekly Dining Specials

OPEN 11am DAILY
3005 E Midland Rd, Bay City

OPEN 11AM DAILY
118 E. Genesee Ave, Saginaw, 48607

Happy Hour Sun-Thurs. 2-5pm
Lunch Special Mon-Fri. 11am-3pm

EST. 2025

RRiiddee  hhaarrdd   wwii tthh   jjeewweell rryy   bbuu ii ll tt   ffoorr   tthhee  rrooaadd ..   WWee'' rree

aa  MMiicchh iiggaann--BBaasseedd  ccoommppaannyy   ddee ll ii vveerr iinngg  pprreemmiiuumm

ssttaa iinn lleessss  sstteeeell   bb iikkee  cchhaaiinn   bbrraacceelleettss ,,   rr iinnggss,,

nneecckkllaacceess  aanndd  mmoorree..   BBaacckkeedd  bbyy   aa   LL ii ffeett iimmee

WWaarr rraannttyy ..   NNoo  rruusstt ,,   nnoo  rreegg rreettss   --   jjuusstt   ssoo ll iidd   ssttyy llee

tthhaatt   llaassttss  ffoorreevveerr..

wwwwww..HHeeaavvyyMMeettaa llJJeewweellss ..ccoomm

55 11 77 -- 99 99 66 -- 66 22 33 00
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When Was the Last Time You Tried 
Something for the First Time?

My decision to go my 
own way and test my 
nerves at the Port Huron 
Motorcycle Club’s 2nd 
Annual Bart’s Harley Shoot 
Out kind of happened by 
accident. We had originally 
been invited to set up as 
a vendor and hang out, 
but we already had a full 
weekend of events we’d 
committed to. Then I got to 
thinking… Aly is more than 
capable of representing 
Thunder Roads Michigan 
Magazine on her own, and 
when was the last time 
I did something actually 
motorcycle-related that 
was just for the fun of it?

This could make a great story, I thought. Or, depending on 
how things went, a story I might prefer to keep to myself! 

Heck, I was going! And if I was going, I might as well bring 
my Dyna and give it a run.

Was I being delusional? Possibly. Optimistic? Absolutely!

I had never officially raced the bike, let alone on dirt. 
My Dyna had never even been down a dirt road, so you 
can imagine how internally confident Aly was when I 
told her about this whole arrangement. But when Stan, 
a contributor to our magazine and a member of the Port 
Huron Motorcycle Club, started explaining the different 
racing classes, I found myself thinking, Why not? Challenge 
accepted!

Mind you, the challenge was mostly with myself. There 
was the chance I would chicken out.

The classes included Smooth Tire, Knobby Tire, and 
Paddle. Since my bike was set up for the Smooth Tire class, 

that seemed like the logical choice. Of course, there’s a 
difference between having the right tires for a class and 
having the slightest clue what you’re doing once the tree 
lights!

Not gonna lie, I was nervous. I’ve done my fair share of 
hole shots on the street with other riders, but this was an 
entirely different animal. Dirt? A starting line? An actual 
race? And people were willingly allowing me to participate 
in this madness? I was definitely in my head.

As I loaded my bike into the trailer, Stan gave me a little 

encouragement. He reminded me that I was an experienced 
rider and would adapt quickly. Then he assured me, “I 
guarantee you’ll come off the track with a big smile.”

Naturally, I asked, “Anything I should bring besides 
cardboard and tape?” Because, you know, proper 
preparation is everything!

Well, Stan was right. I had an ABSOLUTE BLAST!

I was still nervous, but somewhere between wondering what 
the heck I had gotten myself into and waiting for the race to 
begin, that nervousness turned into excitement. And once I 
got out there, I started realizing that years of riding experience 
really do count for something. It gave me the confidence to try 

a few different approaches and figure things out as I went.

Now, in hindsight, perhaps those experimental techniques 
should have been tested during a practice run rather 
than introduced in the middle of an actual race. But hey, 
hindsight is always 20/20, and apparently, my dirt-racing 
strategy was to learn by doing! 

I didn’t bring home any prize money or much in the way of 
bragging rights, other than being able to say, “Yep, I raced 
my Dyna on dirt!” But honestly, that’s not what mattered. 
I stepped outside my comfort zone, tried something 
completely new, met some great people, and experienced 
a rush that reminded me exactly why I love this motorcycle 
community.

And you know what? I’d absolutely do it again if the 
opportunity comes around. In fact, I hope it does! Even 
better, I hope this inspires someone else to give something 
new a try. You don’t have to win a trophy to walk away with 
a great story, a few laughs, and a memory worth keeping.

A huge THANK YOU to the Port Huron Motorcycle Club for 
the invitation, the encouragement, and for making a first-
time dirt drag racer feel welcome. I’m genuinely grateful I 
took the chance, and even more grateful to have been part 
of an event that celebrates the spirit of motorcycle racing.

The Port Huron Motorcycle Club is actively looking 
for motorcycle enthusiasts who want to help keep 
motorcycle racing alive. If you’re interested in learning 
more, reach out to them through their Facebook page 
and get involved. Whether you’re an experienced racer or 
someone who’s curious about trying something new, there’s 
a lot to be said for showing up, giving it a shot, and seeing 
where the road—or dirt—takes you.

So, I’ll leave you with this: When was the last time YOU 
tried something for the first time?

If you can’t remember, maybe it’s time to change that.

Just remember to bring your sense of humor… and maybe 
a little cardboard and tape! 

~ RJ

Port Huron Motorcycle Club – Bart’s 2nd Annual Harley Shoot Out 
September 26,2026
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

THANK YOU TO THE 2026 
RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

SPONSORS!

CONGRATULATIONS TO CARD HOLDER #00755 
BRITTANY P. ON WINNING THE 2005 SOFTAIL!

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
CARD HOLDER #01287 

ELIZABETH W. FOR 
WINNING THE INSOMNIA 
BAGGER AUDIO PRIZE!

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
CARD HOLDER #01285 

JENNIFER C. FOR  
WINNING THE  

TWISTED ILLUSIONS 
LIGHTING PRIZE!

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
CARD HOLDER #00995 
KOREY G. FOR WINNING 
THE TRACTON POWER-
SPORTS TIRE PRIZE!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE GRAND PRIZE WINNERS!

2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

1. GET YOUR CARD

Find a Registration Ride Stop - They are listed on 
“THE STOPS” page(s) with a RIDE CARD IMAGE 
along with the OFFICIAL RIDE-STOP STAMP by their 
name and on their ad in the magazine.  If you already 
have a card from a previous contest year, you MUST 
GET A NEW ONE.  The information that you provide 
when you sign up for your FREE Ride Card is solely 
used by Thunder Roads® Michigan and will NOT be 
used for any purpose other than this contest.  You will 
be handed your FREE Ride n’ Win Card right then.     
It has a unique number registered to your name.  

2. CHECK IN!

Once you have your card with your unique Ride n’ Win 
number, you can start checking in. Go to any or all 
the stops listed with the Ride n’ Win Stamp and check 
in!  There are also Event Stops each month where 
you can check in.  Each Official Ride Stop where you 
check in gets you entered to win a monthly prize.  
Spend over $10 there, and your Ride Card number will 
get counted twice and double your chance of winning!  

3. MONTHLY PRIZE WINNERS

If you are a lucky winner, you will be notified by text 
and email via the information you provided when you 
received your card.   The winning numbers will also be 
published on the WINNERS page in Thunder Roads® 
Michigan Magazine each month.  If you are notified or 
see your Ride Card number on the WINNERS page 
in the Magazine, head to the establishment to pick 
up your prize for that month. ** You will need to show 
them your Ride Card number to claim your prize at 
their location.  Please note: You only have 45 days to 
claim your prize once you are notified.

FEW FACTS
● Winners are randomly picked from each                
Registration/Ride Stops, Ride Stops, and Event Stops 
each month. 
● The more places you check in, the greater your 
chances are of winning a prize from that location, and 
grand prize giveaways at the end of the season.    

● If you spend $10 or more at any Ride Stop, your 
Ride Card number gets counted twice!  Please 
note: This contest is FREE because of our amazing            
Sponsors. Please support them in return. 
● You can check-in once a week at each Ride Stop.  
You have the chance to win multiple prizes each 
month by checking in at as many Ride Stop’s as you 
can.     
● Each check-in and bonus check-in will get you      
entered to win:

- A brand new set of tires professionally installed 
by Traction Powersports.
- A sound package by Insomnia Bagger Audio.
- A Custom Dynamic under glow kit complete with 
Bluetooth and Break Alert provided by Twisted             
Illusions Lighting.
- The 2005 Harley-Davidson Softail Deuce courtesy of 
Steel Horse Ranch at the end of the season party!
- Plus, more grand prizes to be announced!

IT’S REALLY THAT SIMPLE!
1. Get Your Own Unique Michigan Ride n’ Win Card. 
(It Does Not Expire)

2. Get the list of Ride Stops each month from a copy 
of Thunder Roads® Michigan Magazine or at www.
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com

3. Ride to any of the Ride n’ Win stops and use your 
smartphone and check in!

4. Congratulations, you’re entered to win cool priz-
es each month!  Plus, the major prizes at the end 
of the season from our sponsors, AND THE 2005            
HARLEY-DAVIDSON SOFTAIL DEUCE!!  

HERE’S THE DETAILS!
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

2026 END OF SEASON BASH!
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

THE REGISTRATION STOPS
Each month check-in at any of these stops (up to 1 time per week) and you could win 

the monthly prize at that location. Don’t have a Ride card?  Sign-up for a FREE Ride Card at 
any of the stops listed below with a Ride Card next to it.

Make sure to pick up next months issue (or view the magazine online at www.ThunderRoadsMichigan.com) or on  
Facebook: Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan to see if your Ride Card number is listed as a winner. 

Sponsor prizes are randomly picked each month.
 Special inside tip... Some stops get many check-in’s and some stops only get a couple of people that check-in  

each month, which means you have an excellent chance of winning!

A. Bald Eagle Harley-Davidson 
    4473 US 2 & 41 
    Escanaba,  MI 49829 
    (906) 228-5330
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

B. D&K Bar & Grill
     2919 N US HWY 131 
     Elmira, MI, 49730
     (231) 546-3342
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

C. Insomnia Bagger Audio
(508 Fab, Machining & V-Twin Performance)  
     508 N. Clinton Ave. 
     St Johns, MI, 48879
     (989) 292-4508
     * Main Prize Sponsor! 
 
D. Michigan Biker Law
     (800) 642-4537 
     1-800-MI-BIKER
     Prize - T-Shirt 
     Follow on Facebook for Event 
     Locations to Get Your Card!

 

E. Steel Horse Ranch
     1965 Mertz Rd. 
     Caro, MI 48723
     (989) 683-4130
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     *Main Prize Sponsor!

F. Traction Powersports
     4714 James Savage Rd.
     Midland, MI 48642                  
     (989) 486-1550
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     *Main Prize Sponsor!                         

G. US Route 23
     5738 F-41
     Oscoda, MI 48750                
     (989) 569-5623
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     

MAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS
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2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

THE STOPSMAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

MAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

1. A&W Restaurant
     1514 Washington St. 
     Midland, MI 48640   
     (989) 832-3811
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

2. Addictive Ink Tattoo
    152 E Saginaw Rd.
     Sanford, MI 48657
     (989) 687-7246
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

3. Beeter’s Brew Pub
     902 E Pine St. 
     Sebewaing, MI 48759
     (989) 883-2170
     Prize - T-Shirt

4. Breakshot Bar & Grill
    122 E. Huron Ave. 
    Vassar, MI 48768
    (989) 882-9060
    Prize - T-Shirt

5. Bubba’s Tri-City Cycle
     804 S Huron Rd. 
     Linwood, MI 48634
     (989) 697-5525
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

6. Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar 
   Campground & Cabins
    W17838 US Highway 2.
     Gould City, MI 49838
    (906) 477-6983
    Prize - Byce’s T-Shirt  

7. Cheers Pub Lapeer
     440 N Saginaw St. 
     Lapeer, MI 48446
     (810) 667-3170
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

8. Colwood Bar
     4990 Colwood Rd, 
     Unionville, MI 48767
     (989) 550-9359
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate  
     Or a T-Shirt

9. Full House Diner
    963 W Midland Rd.
    Auburn, MI 48611
    (989) 266-3096
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

10. Gas Alley Bar & Grill
     10945 Dixie Hwy, 
     Birch Run, MI 48413
     (989) 624-9778
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

11. Gordie’s Bar
     118 E. Genesee Ave
     Saginaw, MI 48607
     (989) 401-0047
    Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

12. H&B Cycles
    418 W Frank 
    Caro, MI 48723
     (989) 327-0702
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

2026 MICHIGAN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST 

FOLLOW THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE OF MICHIGAN ON FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE RIDE STOP 
LOCATIONS & MONTHLY WINNER UPDATES.

Watch for the Official
 Ride n’ Win Signs for 

Check-In locations.

THE STOPSMAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

MAKE SURE TO CALL AHEAD 
FOR BUSINESS HOURS

13. Insomnia Bagger Audio 
     Battle Creek, MI -  (269) 224-8119 
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 
     *Major Prize Sponsor!

     Physical Check-in Location at 
     508 Fab, Machining & V-Twin 
     Performance  
     508 N. Clinton Ave. 

      St Johns, MI, 48879
      (989) 292-4508
     
14. Iron Horse Bar & Grill
     3592 Main St. 
     Akron, MI 48701 
     (989) 691-5761
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

15. Rathskeller Food & Spirits
     600 East Midland St.
      Bay City, MI 48706 
      (989) 892-0621
      Prize - $25 Gift Certificate 

16. Saginaw Old Town 
    Junction
     410 Mackinaw St. 
     Saginaw, MI 48602
     (989) 401-4066     
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

17. Shotmakers Sports Bar
    49 East Main St.
     Harrisville, MI 48740
     (989) 724-7247
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

18. Sporty’s Wing Shack 
    & Smokehouse
     4502 N Huron Rd. 
     Pinconning, MI 48650
     (989) 879-6050
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

19. The Post Bar & Restaurant
     6444 Main Street
      Cass City, MI 48726
      (989) 872-4488
      Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

20. Twisted Illusions Lighting                          
    (By Appointment)
     Saginaw, MI
     (989) 280-1439
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate
     *Major Prize Sponsor!

21. Wil-Lew Lounge
     3005 E Midland Rd
     Bay City, MI 48706
    (989) 684-9109
     Prize - $25 Gift Certificate

22. 19BANK16
     4985 Colwood Rd.  
     Unionville, MI 48767
     Note: Weekends Only 
     Doors Up at Noon
     Prize: T-Shirt

Prizes may vary based 
off of availability. 
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CLAIM YOUR PRIZE

SEPTEMBER WINNERS

CHECK BELOW TO SEE IF YOUR RIDE CARD NUMBER IS LISTED
NEXT TO A LOCATION, IF IT IS, GO TO THAT LOCATION WITH 

YOUR RIDE CARD TO CLAIM YOUR PRIZE!
WINNERS HAVE ONLY 45 DAYS FROM THE 1ST OF THIS MONTH

 TO CLAIM THEIR PRIZE! *PRIZES MAY VARY BASED OFF AVAILABILITY. 

WINNING 
RIDE CARD #     SEPTEMBER STOPS

WINNING 
RIDE CARD #     SEPTEMBER STOPS

 0958
TBD
1504
1066
0516
1135
1981
0773
0746
1605
TBD
1998
TBD
TBD

 1024
0994
1200
1443
1997
0810
1409
0565
0812
0758
1237
TBD
1441
1762

A&W Midland
Addictive Ink Tattoo
Bald Eagle Harley- Davidson
Beeter’s Brew Pub
Break Shot Bar and Grill
Bubba’s Tri-City Cycle’s 
Byce’s Michihistrigan
Cheers Pub Lapeer
Colwood Bar
Full House Diner
Gas Alley Bar & Grille 
Gordie’s Bar
H & B Cycles
Insomnia Bagger Audio

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
Michigan Biker Law 
Northern Leather (D&K Bar and Grill)
Rathskeller Food & Spirits
Saginaw Old Town Junction
Shotmakers Sports B&G
Sporty’s Wing Shack & Smoke House
Steel Horse Ranch 
The Post Bar & Restaurant
The Bank Colwood
Traction Powersports
Twisted Illusions Lighting
US Route 23
Wil-Lew Lounge

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY:
Larry R. Maitland II - Attorney

www.MichiganBiker.com

“Call YOUR Lawyer, Larry”

Yeah,Yeah,  or meh?or meh?
HARLEY-DAVIDSON® HOODIE 

WITH BUILT-IN FACE MASK

BY BIG E OF THE MID MICHIGAN BIKER PODCAST
Sometimes, even Big E has to give Harley some credit!
Let’s get something straight right out of the gate: normally, I’m 

not the guy who’s going to go out of his way to promote Harley-
Davidson merchandise. But every once in a while, a piece of gear 
comes along that makes you stop, swallow your pride, and admit 
that somebody got it right. This is one of those times.

With fall riding season upon us here in Michigan, we all know 
what that means. Those beautiful morning rides can come with a 
little extra bite in the air, and finding the right gear to keep you 
warm without making you feel like the Michelin Man can be a 
challenge.

Enter the Harley-Davidson hoodie with the built-in face mask.
The first time I laid eyes on one was at The House of Harley 

in Milwaukee. I was actually shopping for a hoodie, but when I 
spotted one with the built-in face mask, I wasn’t exactly sold on 
the idea. For whatever reason, the mask just didn’t appeal to me, 
so I passed on it.

My travel companion at the time, however, decided to pull the 
trigger and buy one.

Fast-forward to this spring. We’re out riding, and I start hearing 
all about how great this hoodie is. Apparently, that built-in mask 
I had been so skeptical about was turning out to be one heck of a 
feature.  Well, eventually, curiosity got the better of me. I ordered 
one for myself, and let me tell you, it didn’t take long for me to eat 
my words.

This thing quickly became my go-to hoodie for those cooler 
morning rides. The material is nice and thick, giving it that warm, 
comfortable feel you want when the temperatures haven’t quite 
caught up with your enthusiasm for getting out on two wheels.  
But the real winner here is that built-in face mask. It’s adjustable, 
allowing you to get a better fit around your face and making it 

a practical addition when that chilly 
air starts finding its way under your 
collar. Instead of messing around with 
a separate face covering, you’ve got it 
right there in your hoodie, ready when 
you need it.  

And apparently, one just wasn’t 
enough for me. I liked it so much that I 
went ahead and bought a second one!

Now, if you know me, you know 
I’m not easily convinced just because 
something has the Harley-Davidson 
name slapped on it. I want gear that 
works, gear that makes riding more 
comfortable, and gear that earns its 
place in my riding wardrobe.

This hoodie checked those boxes for me.
Is it going to replace all your cold-weather riding gear? 

Absolutely not. You’ll still want to dress appropriately for the 
temperatures and conditions, especially when you’re dealing with 
sustained highway speeds. But for those crisp mornings, cool-
weather rides, and times when you need an extra layer of warmth, 
this hoodie has earned its place in my rotation.

So, I’ll admit it: sometimes Harley gets it right. And when a 
product impresses me enough that I buy a second one, you know 
it has to be doing something right!

THE BIG E VERDICT
YEAH, OR MEH? — YEAH!

If you’re looking for an extra layer for those cool Michigan 
mornings, put this one on your radar.

Until next time, keep the shiny side up, the rubber side down, 
and remember:

Life is short, bikers, so get after it!
— Big E

Mid Michigan Biker Podcast
Product: Harley-Davidson Men’s Face Mask Hoodie
SKU: 3003099-CBLK-3X
Color: Black
Size: 3X
Features: Thick, warm material and an adjustable built-in face mask.

BIG E’S RATING: HHHHH — 5 out of 5
Rated on my personal experience with warmth, comfort, and 

practicality during cool-weather rides.
Big E’s Tip: Perfect for those chilly morning rides when you 

need an extra layer of warmth. Remember, this is a hoodie, not a 
substitute for proper protective motorcycle riding gear.

BY ERIC “BIG E” KRUER

COURTESY OF HARLEY-DAVIDSON.COM

COURTESY OF HARLEY-DAVIDSON.COM
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Nearly ten years in the making, a dream that began with one 
Legion commander finally became a reality on July 1, 2026, 
thanks to dedicated veterans, generous businesses, and a 
community that showed up to make it happen.

For the members of Sanford American Legion Post #443, 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026, was more than just the arrival 
of a military monument. It was the culmination of nearly 
a decade of patience, persistence, and a shared desire 
to honor the men and women who served our country. It 
was also a powerful reminder of what can happen when a 
community comes together for a meaningful cause.

Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine was proud to be part of 
the escort that accompanied an M60A3 series combat tank 
to its new home at the Sanford American Legion, helping 
welcome a remarkable piece of military history into the 
community.

A Decade in the Making
The journey began many years ago under the leadership 

of the late Mark Authier, then commander of Sanford 
American Legion Post #443. His vision was to establish a 
military monument at the post, giving veterans, residents, 
and visitors a place to reflect on the sacrifices made by those 
who served.

Acquiring a military vehicle or aircraft for display is not 
as simple as finding one and arranging transportation. 
These pieces remain government property even after they 
are decommissioned, and the Army Donation Program 
oversees the process of making them available to approved 

organizations. Posts must first apply, qualify for approval, 
and then wait their turn on a list that can stretch for years.

Sanford’s original hope was to acquire a military aircraft. 
Authier worked to get the application process started and 
the post onto the waiting list. Unfortunately, he passed 
away from COVID-19 in 2021 and never got to see that 
dream fulfilled.

As the years passed, Sanford American Legion Service 
Officer Tom Talbot suggested considering a tank instead. 
That change in direction would eventually bring the post a 
monument that carried its own history and meaning.

The opportunity finally came when VFW Post 2777 in 
Burton had closed and its building was put up for sale. Under 
the donation program, when an organization closes or gives 
up a military display, the item may be offered to the next 
approved organization on the waiting list.

Then came the call around June 25,2026 when Sanford 
received the news that a tank was available. After years 
of waiting, the message was essentially, “I have a tank for 

you.”  Quickly that call turned into 
motions into how to get it home? 
Suddenly, the long wait turned 
into a race against the clock.

A Community Effort 
Like No Other

With the Fourth of July 
approaching and only a 
short window to coordinate 
transportation and placement, 

Sanford Post Commander Mark Kloha took the lead in 
bringing everything together, with help and input from 
Talbot and other Legion members.

Kloha and Talbot first traveled to Burton to inspect the 
tank and see what they were working with. During that 
visit, they encountered a Vietnam veteran who had served 
as a tank operator, accompanied by his daughter and 
granddaughter. Talbot, who had served as a minesweeper 
in Vietnam, struck up a conversation with the veteran. What 
began as a visit to look over a piece of equipment turned 
into approximately 45 minutes of shared memories and 
discussion about the tank and their experiences during the 
war.

It was a moment that captured the deeper meaning 
behind the project. This was not simply about moving a tank 
from one property to another. It was about preserving a 
connection to the people who served, the experiences they 
carried, and the history that should never be forgotten.

Bringing the tank home required more than 
determination. The post needed a properly prepared 
concrete pad built to specific requirements, along with 
heavy equipment and specialized transportation to move 
and position the vehicle safely.

That is where several generous Michigan businesses 
stepped forward.

Fisher Contracting Company, McNally-Nimergood 
Crane Rentals, and Bierlein Companies donated their 
time, personnel, equipment, and services to make the move 
possible. Tim Smith Masonry also played an important role 
by helping complete the concrete work in time for the tank’s 
arrival.

All of these contributions were donated. Without the 
generosity of these companies, the expense of moving and 
installing the tank could have been a significant burden 
for the Legion.  It was an extraordinary show of support, 
especially considering how quickly everything had to 
happen. With limited availability so close to the holiday, 
each piece of the plan had to fall into place.

A Welcome Escort  
and a New Landmark

On the morning of Wednesday, 
July 1, the Sanford American 
Legion Riders and others 
assembled for the journey to 
the Burton VFW Post.  Despite 
the early hour, weekday timing, 
and short notice, an impressive 
number of people turned out to 
participate.

For Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine, being part of that 
escort was an honor. Our magazine has always been proud 
to support the motorcycle community, veterans, and the 
organizations that make Michigan a special place to call 
home. Being there to help welcome the 
tank to its new location was another 
opportunity to stand alongside people 
who give so much to others.

The turnout was especially meaningful 
to the Legion members, who were 
amazed by the willingness of so many 
people to help without asking for 
anything in return. It was a reminder that 
support for veterans is not limited to a 
ceremony or a holiday. Sometimes it looks 
like showing up early on a Wednesday 
morning, lending equipment, donating skilled labor, or simply 
being part of a convoy with a common purpose.

Even the tank’s final placement 
was given careful consideration. Its 
position and direction were discussed 
thoughtfully, with the decision made to 
have it face north, reflecting the history 
of the Vietnam War and the opposing 
forces in that conflict.

After nearly ten years of waiting, the 
tank had finally arrived at its new home.

More Than a Monument
Although the tank is now a permanent landmark at 

Sanford American Legion Post #443, the Legion’s vision 
extends beyond its arrival. Members hope to add lighting 
and security cameras and possibly create a designated 
parking area where visitors can safely pull in, take 
photographs, and appreciate the monument.

Sanford American Legion Post #443 
Welcomes a Piece of Military History

CONTINUED...
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Already, people have been stopping to take pictures. The 
post hopes the tank will attract visitors, spark conversations 
about military service, and encourage more people to 
discover what the American Legion has to offer by becoming 
a member.

The Legion also wants the public to know that its doors are 
open. The kitchen serves lunch on weekdays, and Tuesday 
burger nights welcome the community for a meal prepared 
by volunteers. Proceeds help support the building and its 
ongoing needs. Weekend meals are also offered, with the 
post often seeing increased activity.

Whether someone stops to admire the tank, enjoys a 
burger with friends, grabs lunch while passing through town, 
or decides to become involved with the Legion, the hope is 
that this new monument will serve as a welcoming invitation 
to the community.

Gratitude That Goes Beyond Words
The Sanford American Legion’s tank project is a story of 

perseverance, remembrance, and people coming together 
when it matters most. It honors the vision of a commander 
who did not live to see his dream completed, the veterans 
whose experiences give the monument its meaning, and the 
many people and businesses who helped make it happen.

To show their appreciation, the Legion hosted a dinner 
for the companies and individuals involved and presented 
them with plaques as a small token of gratitude for their 
contributions. 

It was a fitting way to recognize a group of people who 
gave freely of their time, talent, and resources, expecting 
nothing in return.

At Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine, we were proud 
to be part of the escort that brought this piece of military 
history to its new home. We extend our heartfelt thanks 
to everyone who helped make the day possible and to the 
members of Sanford American Legion Post #443 for sharing 
their story with us.

For Sanford American Legion Post #443, a dream has come 
to fruition and that dream is now standing proudly in its new 
home. And for everyone who helped bring it there, July 1, 
2026, will be a day worth remembering. 
 
God bless all of our veterans, 

RJ
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Sincerely,
Merry Garrett  
& Her Marvelous, Awesome, 
Great Committee 

Proud lifetime member of ABATE 
Board Member, State Events Chair, RC 
Region 6 (covering Gladwin, Midland, 
Bay City and Arenac counties) 

January is the seminar and you can book your rooms now.  Need more info give me a shout. 
A board meeting will be held on October 17th. Hope to have info for all to bring you update on what is happening.
Our president of ABATE is asking everyone to vote!! Vote!!! Vote!!! November 3rd. Get out there and get er done!  Doesn’t matter 

who you vote for, just vote!
A few things to look forward to in the New Year!  Game nights, craft day for the girls, dinner at Pipes, visiting another region on their 

meeting nights. Regions 10, 7, 22, and 3 are just over an hour for some of us but I really would like to support them   Sometime all a region 
needs are someone to care. Let’s find things 
to be positive and supporting. Need to know 
where these meetings are look at our website.

I have been sharing the MRF news and the 
Calls to Action on our Regional Page “Abate 
Region 6”. Hopefully you are getting on your 
phone or computer and doing this. Or go on 
the MRF site!!

We are looking at getting more people to go 
to our web page for ABATE. Share with friends 
and family and tell them they can get all the 
info they need or when meetings are. Let’s get 
some new members in the New Year!!

Not sure how to get on the site, we can help
If not, I have them. Come to the meetings 

and grab one or ten. We also have our kid 
membership forms. For $10 you can sign up 
your littles, your middles and your teens. They 
get the same insurance as adults. Newborn 
through 17. It would be a good Christmas 
present for your kids and their kids. 

What are some things you would like to see 
in the coming year. Not just our region but the 
whole state. Send me a message or text. 

Remember we vote on bylaws and State 
Board members on Sunday January 24,2027. 
You must be an ABATE member for 30 days to 
vote.  So get to filling out those forms

If you don’t come to a meeting and vote 
or express what you would like to see or you 
don’t come to seminar and vote on Sunday you 
cannot complain!!! 

Hope the sun shines for a little longer, your 
bonfire burns hot, and the hot cocoa stay hot 
with melted marshmallows 

From here to there
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HOT  RODS HOT  RODS 
TOP ICSTOP ICS

BE AWARE
MOTORCYCLES
EVERYWHERE

ARE

 Jason Waechter TheMotorcycleLawyer.com 1-877-BIKER-LAW

Thank you so much, RJ and Aly, for covering our Car & Bike 
Show. We truly appreciate everything you both do for us!

Yesterday, Denise and I visited Bill’s Hot Dog stand in 
Ypsilanti, and it was absolutely worth the Saturday morning 
drive. Their pricing is fantastic, just $2.40 for a hot dog, which 
is incredibly reasonable these days. If you get the chance, this is 
definitely a spot worth checking out. Afterward, we stopped by A 
M Leather to have some patches made, and the weather was simply 
beautiful.

We have some wonderful news about next year’s raffle! We’re 
thrilled to announce that a ‘23 T Bucket will be available for raffle, 
generously donated by Diversified Roofing (Stan Tupacz). This 
generous gift truly surprised us all. When I say we have some of the 
finest members in the world, I mean it! Our members are incredibly 
giving and caring, and it’s wonderful when we all come together. 
We’ve even had members meet at our gatherings who’ve become 
couples—people who needed each other. How amazing is that!

Next week, we’re heading to Dexter Schools to meet with 
Superintendent Ryan Burder, who’s excited to connect with us and 
accept the benches for suicide prevention. This will be presented 
at the School Board Meeting on October 19th, followed by a group 
dinner, which is always enjoyable. We’re also considering other 
schools like Whiteford Lake and Ann Arbor for future donations.

In November, we’ll be donating turkeys and potatoes to McCalla 
Green in Milan. Special thanks to The Mayor of Milan and Joey 
Ringbloom Electric Company and other donors We’re grateful to 
everyone who stepped up to help meet this need.

Conditions at the American Legion Hall have really improved 
under New Commander Dutch Nie’s leadership, and we feel 
genuinely welcomed and valued. As we all know, aging brings 
health challenges, and we’ve had some difficult moments recently. 
Our prayer chain has been a tremendous blessing for everyone 
facing illness or health concerns. I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it 
again, we truly have the best members in the world!

Stay safe and God Bless,

HOT RODHOT ROD

&

Smoke N’ GearZ

It was a good summer and a lot of ground poundin from 
a lot of riders; memories weren’t the only things made.  
Sometimes we struggle to find our inner peace in our 

daily lives.  But, as I speak with more and more like-minded 
people, the love of twos is how we de-stress and how we 
rejuvenate.  Every year it becomes a reality, it’s not about 
the destination, it’s the journey that we seek.  The people 
and places we haphazardly come across.  The places that we 
had not intended to stop at, but the beauty of the location 
was simply breath-taking.  Yes, we start out thinking we may 
do a turn-n-burn; or a cross-country run.  But that’s the long 
game and if you are a grid iron junkie like me, we know that 
this game called life is a game of inches.

While we yearn to get to wherever it is we set our minds too 
or the mandos our clubs set.  Tell me you haven’t been on the 
highway and had no idea where you were, but the color of 
the sky, the trees in the mountains, the texture of the clay, the 
landscape of the coastline didn’t take your mind off whatever 
it was you were dealing with at the time.  It seemed the air 
was fresher, the scenery was clearer, and the mental state 
was reset.  So, let’s be realistic, not everyone can relate to this 
because some people are not the type to cross a state line, but 
inner-state riding can be equally as fun.

Which leads me to the great debate!  If you have a cruiser, 
is it ok to stay local or are you doing your “two-wheeled 
mistress/sir” a disservice by limiting the miles it could 
potentially go?  I know some bikes are show bikes, but a 
dresser is most likely purchased with the intent to pack 
the bags and get some yonda.  Feel free to correct me if 
I am wrong.  (Look me up on IG and share your opinion-
Litererary_Lenz_Detroit) I have friends that have ridden over 
a 100K on one bike, some on multiple bikes, and some that 
have never fathomed the thought of doing more than bar 
hopping through the weekend.  So, who technically wins 
the argument?  The person that has a goal to do as many 
miles in one year as possible, understanding that bike’s value 
depreciates with every passing dotted line in the highway?  
Or the person that babies their bike for five years with stop 
light-to-stop light glory with 500-mile summers?  True 
indeed that bike may hold its value with low miles, can’t 
argue that point.

I believe it boils down to… what is the goal of the 
motorcycle and the dreams of the rider.  If we are anything 
alike, I have a bar hopper (Softail), a Midwest runner (road 

glide), and a get-the-fuck-out-of-towner (street glide).  In 
my non-professional riding experience, I have over 87K miles 
out of the seven bikes I’ve owned. (some Japanese bikes 
and others American) Maybe over 100K including riding a 
few friends’ bikes when I was younger.  So, what has been 
placed on my mind is to introduce riding to the younger 
generation.  They are applying for driving licenses, but a lot 
are participating in the ride-share community.  I personally 
believe this would relieve them of a lot of stress and reduce 
the amount of “crash-outs.”    This could introduce them 
to working with their hands, hand tools, and possibly even 
protecting us.  Tell me you cannot relate, when you see a 
motorcycle rider, I want to get behind them and protect 
them from distracted cagers.  This would certainly be a way 
we could connect with America’s youth.

Whether it be dirt bikes, mops, mini-bikes, or entry level 
motorcycles, they are all great for stimulating the sensory 
and motor nerves.  I hear a lot of people saying the next 
generation is lost.  But my question is, how do we reach 
them?  My answer, this two wheeled lifestyle.  There is a 
local young guy that goes by the name, Holeshot RJ a.k.a 
The Tix, I have really taken a liken to this cat.  I see a lot of 
myself in him when I was 19 years old , young, wild and free.  
Willing to try to be the best at whatever I set my mind to.  
That’s how I view him on these twos.  Popping wheelies, 
burn-outs, or sliding that rear wheel, he is hood famous on 
Detroit’s motorcycle set.  He recently received an award 
at the 2026 Detroit Antique Motorcycle (D.A.M.) Show for 
being a standout youngin playing in a grown man’s/person’s 
sport.  I will hopefully get the chance to share his full story 
one day, but for now he has my support.

If you know of any young, hard-ridin, two-wheel 
appreciating people, send their info to us.  Let’s keep them 
inspired and share their stories.  Us middle-aged individuals 
need to push them to be us…or BETTER than us!

As stated before…keep them wheels turnin and them 
cigars burnin,

SMOKE
Lit Lenz

Literary_Lenz_Detroit on IG

The Summer in the Rearview
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9714 saginaw st. ~ reese mi 48757 ~ 989.868.3599

  bike night 
every Tuesday

bike night specials

$2.00 domestic bottles 
5 pm-close

$2 off chicken baskets (dine in only)
5 pm-close

Track Side food & spirits

EVERY SATURDAY 6PM - 10PM

BIKE NIGHT!
 LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

• OUTDOOR MUSIC STAGE • BUCKET OF BEER SPECIALS
• RUSTIC CAMPING • FOOD AVAILABLE FROM OPEN TO CLOSE

JUST 7 MILES SOUTH OF BOYNE MOUNTAIN AND
ONLY AN HOUR FROM M-19 TUNNEL OF TREES

2919 N US HWY 131, ELMIRA, MI 49730
D&K BAR AND GRILL

Joker’s Wild composed by: Toni McCoy Shearon | thunderroadsfounder@gmail.com

When I ask for directions, please avoid compli-
cated words like “East.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Two buddies are sittting at the bar and one looks 
over and sees this roll of clear tape. He picks it up, 
rips off a piece, sticks it in his mouth and chews it 
a bit, gags and spits it out and tells his bud, “Ick, 
that does not taste Anything like Scotch.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Kids complain about road trips while holding an 
iPad. I used to stare out the window for six hours 
going to Grandma’s house and hope we passed a 
cow. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
I saw a dog wearing a “Do not approach” vest and 
thought .... Do they make those for people? 
-------------------------------------------------------------
For winter driving you should have these things in 
the trunk of your car .... a shovel, rope, duct tape, 
big size lawn & leaf bags, gloves, oops .... my bad,
wrong list. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
I’m so short that the sun visor in my car is com-
pletely useless. It literally never reaches my eyes. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Piss me off and I will fill your leaf blower with 
glitter. Your yard gonna look like Tinkerbell hit a 
land mine. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Why isn’t anybody ever just Whelmed? 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Remember, any pan can be a non-stick pan if you 
non-cook in it. Follow me for more kitchen tips. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
You don’t have to be everyone’s butterfly. 
Be a bee. Mind your business, make your honey, 
and sting people on the ass when necessary. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
Little Bennie is listening to his Dad talking to a 
friend and asked, “Dad, what’s a forklift?” and his 
Dad pokes friend in the side and tells Lil’ Bennie, 
“Well, I’d have to say, Food, usually.” 
-------------------------------------------------------------
In the near future, AI is gonna tell a woman she’s 
wrong, and that my friends, will be the end of AI.
-------------------------------------------------------------
From Our Family to Yours’ Happy Thanksgiving &
Remember, There Is Always, Always, Something 
To Be Thankful For.    Much Love To You ALL ~ 

A biker stops by the local Harley Shop to have his 
bike fixed. They couldn’t do it while he waited, 
so he said he didn’t live far and would just walk 
home. On the way home he stopped at the hard-
ware store and bought a bucket and an anvil. He 
stopped by the feed store/livestock dealer and 
picked up a couple of chickens and a goose. How-
ever, struggling outside the store he now had a 
problem: how to carry all of his purchases home.
While he is scratching his head he was ap-
proached by a little old lady who told him she was 
lost. She asked, “Can you tell me how to get to 
1603 Mockingbird Lane?” The biker said, “Well, as 
a matter of fact, I live at 1616 Mockingbird Lane. 
I would walk you home but I can’t carry this lot.” 
The old lady suggested, “Why don’t you put the 
anvil in the bucket, carry the bucket in one hand, 
put a chicken under each arm and carry the goose 
in the other hand?” “Why thank you very much,” 
he said and proceeded to walk the old girl home.
On the way he says, “Let’s take my shortcut and 
go down this alley. We’ll be there in no time.” The 
little old lady looked him over cautiously then said, 
“I am a lonely widow without a husband to defend 
me. How do I know that when we get in the alley 
you won’t hold me up against the wall, pull up my 
skirt, and ravish me?”
The biker said, “Holy smokes lady! I am carrying a 
bucket, an anvil, two chickens and a goose. How 
in the world could I possibly hold you up against 
the wall and do that?” The lady replied, “Set the 
goose down, cover him with the bucket, put the 
anvil on top of the bucket and I’ll hold the chick-
ens.”
(Hey, old broads get horny too!)
-------------------------------------------------------------
This bill collector had been calling Rhino for sev-
eral months and he eventually had to block him. 
But one day he called from a different number 
and Rhino answered the phone and the collector 
said; 
“Do you know as of today your outstanding bill is 
one year old?” Rhino said, “Really? Tell it Happy 
Birthday!” and hung up. 
-------------------------------------------------------------
-How come we choose from just two people to 
run for President but over fifty for Miss America? 
-------------------------------------------------------------
When I was young we used to go ‘skinny dipping.’
Now I just ‘chunky dunk.’
-------------------------------------------------------------
WHY is the time of day with the slowest traffic 
called rush hour?
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NOVEMBER 2026
November 6
- We Salute You VIP Night –
Veterans & Active Duty Party
Motown Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd
Taylor, MI
Check out Facebook for details

November 7
- Chili Cook-off
Arsenal Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd.
Waterford Township, MI
Check out Facebook for details

November 14
- Audio Workshop
Motown Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd
Taylor, MI
Check out Facebook for details

November 15
- Lima Motorcycle Swap Meet
Allen County Fair
2762 Harding Hwy. 
Lima, OH
Check out Facebook for details

November 21
- Pancakes & Pro Tips
Motown Harley-Davidson
14100 Telegraph Rd
Taylor, MI
Check out Facebook for details

November 25
- Thanksgiving Eve Bash 
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

DECEMBER 2026
December 4
- Sanford Ball –  
Christmas Vacation
Sanford American Legion  
Post 443
2080 N. Meridian Rd.
Sanford, MI
Check out Facebook for details

December 5
- 14th Annual Toyz for Kidz
Sanford American Legion  
Post 443
2080 N. Meridian Rd.
Sanford, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- ALR Breakfast Buffet
With Santa
228 N. 20th St.
Springfield, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- IH Christmas Bash 
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details

- Toys For Tots Toy Drive
Arsenal Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd.
Waterford Township, MI
Check out Facebook for details

December 6
- Toys For Tots Toy Drive
Arsenal Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd.
Waterford Township, MI
Check out Facebook for details

December 31
- NYE BASH 
Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.
Akron, MI
Check out Facebook for details
 	

Bold events indicate 
Advertiser/Supporter 
of Thunder Roads MI 
Please patronize our 

advertisers.

EVENT  
LISTINGS 

ARE FREE!!! 

Increase your 
attendance by 
posting your 

event in Thunder 
Roads Magazine of 

Michigan. 

All Advertised Events in our 
Magazine will have their 

event Posted on the Pull-Out 
Calendar (specific issues) 

and your Event will be 
highlighted in the Thunder 

Roads Events Calendar  
of the Magazine. 

Thunder Roads Magazine of 
Michigan – Your Michigan 

Biker Connection

(Call about our Special 
Discounts for Ads for Charity 

Based Events)

To get your event listed in 
Thunder Roads Magazine 
and on our website, send 

the information to:  Editor@
ThunderRoadsMichigan.com.  

Event information must be 
received prior to the 10th of the 

month preceding the event 
month to be posted in the 

magazine.

Remember to call ahead before 
planning to attend any event 

as the information/dates 
may change. Thunder Roads 

Michigan is Not responsible for 
errors or omissions.

Don't Miss a Single Issue...

Subscribe to Michigan's #1 Motorcycle Magazine! 

12 Issues For Only $50

Keep reading, keep riding, and remember...WHERE THERE'S BIKES THERE'S GOING TO BE THUNDER!

Send check or money order payable to
Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine

PO Box 1782
Midland, MI 48641-1782

Name:
Address:
City:                                                               State:                                Zip:
Phone:                                                       Email:

D i s c o u n t s  F o r
V e t e r a n s  a n d  A c t i v e

D u t y  M i l i t a r y !

C E R T I F I E D  E X P E R T
 A U D I O  I N S T A L L A T I O N  &  M O R E !

INSOMNIABAGGERAUDIO.COM

2 6 9 - 2 2 4 - 8 1 19
BATTLE CREEK, MI

Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of  
Thunder Roads® MI Please patronize our advertisers.
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Just For FunJust For Fun
'

-

Sales@JRCustomCycleDetroit.com

1 7 4 4 7  L a h s e r  D e t r o i t ,  M I  4 8 2 1 9

" If we don't have it, we can build it for you."

LLAARRGGEESSTT
OOUUTTDDOOOORR  DDEECCKK!!

410 MACKINAW STREET
SAGINAW, MI 48602

HHaappppyy  HHoouurr  22--66ppmm
DDAAIILLYY
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MC PARTS & SERVICE
508 Fab & V-Twin
508 N. Clinton Ave.
St. Johns, MI 48879

989-292-4508
www.508FabMachining.com

Bald Eagle Harley-Davidson
4473 US 2

Escanaba, MI 49829
906-228-5330

Bubba’s Tri- City Cycle 
804 S. Huron Rd.

Linwood, MI 48634
989-697-5525

www.BubbasTriCityCycle.com

Crest Motorcycle  
Machine Shop

944 E. Emmett St.
Battle Creek, MI 49014

269-300-8906

Cuzins Cycle
118 W. Houghton Ave

West Branch, MI 48661
989-343-5454

Full-Service Sales, Parts & Repair

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M-46

Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515

H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Gildner’s Harley-Davidson
2723 S M-76

West Branch, MI 48661
989-345-1330

www.Gildnershd.com

J & R Cycle
17447 Lasher Rd.
Detroit, MI 48219

313-766-5668
www.jrcustomcycledetroit.com

Klenow’s Customs
3280 Bay Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-284-5972

H-D Customization and Repair

Oil City Sales
5543 W. Isabella Rd.

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-773-9991

Ray C’s Harley-Davidson  
of Lapeer

1491 S. Lapeer Rd.
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-664-9261
www.raycsh-d.com

Steel Horse Ranch
1965 Mertz Rd.
Caro, MI 48723
989-683-4130

Check us out on Facebook

Sunfield Cycle Shop
116 West Grand Ledge HWY

Sunfield, MI 48890
517-526-5997

Traction Powersports
4714 James Savage Rd.

 Midland, MI 48642
989-486-1550

www.TractionPowersports.net

Vehicle City Harley-Davidson
2400 Austins Pkwy

Flint, Mi 48507
810-234-6646
Bike Night - 

 Last Friday of the Month

MOTORCYCLE GEAR
H&B Cycles

418 W. Frank St.
Caro, MI 48723
989-327-4744

Heavy Metal Jewelry
Shop At:

www.HeavyMetalJewelry.com
Lifetime Warranty

Us Route 23 
5738 F-41 Ste. A

Oscoda MI, 48750
989-569-5623

For Life’s Wild Ride

MOTORCYCLE 
ORGANIZATIONS

ABATE OF MICHIGAN
LOOK TWICE.  SAVE A LIFE

To Join:
www.AbateofMichigan.org

Click on Membership > Join
269-435-2058

American Legion Post 510
830 S. Clinton St.

Stockbridge, MI 49285
Hell To Paradise Ride

Hot Rod’s Motorcycle 
Awareness & Suicide  

Prevention  Foundation
Email: HotRodBeaton@gmail.com

419-349-8075

Port Huron Motorcycle Club
3376 Griswold Rd.

 Port Huron, MI 48060
810-982-4894

See You at the Races!
P.H.M.C. Since 1948

SPECIALTY PARTS  
& SERVICES

Insomnia Bagger Audio
158 Peck

Battle Creek,  
MI 49014

269-224-8119
www.InsomniaBaggerAudio.com
High End Bagger Audio Builds

Twisted Illusions Lighting
Headlights - Turn Signals

Ground Effects for Motorcycles
Golf Carts - Boats - Auto & 

More!
989-280-1439

TwistedIllusionsLighting@gmail.com

BARS & RESTAURANTS
A&W Restaurant

1514 Washington St.
Midland, MI

989-832-3811
Bike Night Every 3rd Saturday

Beeter’s Brew Pub
902 Pine St.

Sebewaing, MI 48759
989-883-2170

Full Bar & Pub Menu
Thursday Ride in Specials

Boulevard Lounge
316 S. Saginaw Rd.
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-5387
Great Burgers & Menu!

Break Shot Bar
122 E. Huron Ave.
Vassar, MI 48768

989-882-9060
Burgers, Bikes, Brews

Buckwild Saloon
9258 Foster Rd.

Fostoria, MI 48435
989-795-1082

Bike Night Tuesday

Cheers Pub Lapeer
440 N. Saginaw St.
Lapeer, MI 48446

810-667-3170
Serving Great Food & 
Cold Refreshments!

Circle Bar
1700 Woodside Ct.
Bay City, MI 48708

Bike Night Thursday

Colwood Bar
4990 Colwood Rd.

Unionville, MI 48767
989-550-9359

Decker’s Lounge
402 E. Ellsworth St.
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-7592
Great Food, Fun,  
Sports & Sprits!

D&K Bar and Grill
2919 Us-131

Elmira, MI 49730
231-546-3342

Bike Night Saturday

Doc’s on the River
9121 North US-31

Free Soil, MI 49411
231-621-1744

Bike Night Wednesday

Full House Diner
963 W. Midland Rd.
Auburn, MI 48611

 989-266-3096
Find us on Facebook

Gas Alley
10945 Dixie Hwy.

Birch Run, MI 48415
989-624-9778

Bike Night Thursday

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd.
Elwell, MI 48832
989-463-4693

Bike Night Wednesday

Gordie’s Bar
118 E. Genessee Ave.

Saginaw, MI 48607
989-401-0047

Open 11am Daily

Iron Horse Bar & Grill
3592 Main St.

Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5761

Wednesday Ride in Specials

Mulliken Roadhouse
70 W. Grand Ledge Hwy.

Mulliken, MI 48861
517-948-6880

Remies Bar
111 S. Third St.

Marquette, MI 49855
906-226-9133
Rider Owned

A Marquette Legend Since 1934!

Rathskeller Food & Spirits
 600 E Midland St.
Bay City, MI 48706

989-892-0621
Stop In We’ll Feed Ya!!

Saginaw Old Town Junction
410 Mackinaw

Saginaw, MI 48602
989-401-4066

Largest Outdoor Deck
Shotmakers  

Sports Bar & Grill
49 E. Main St.

Harrisville, MI 48740
989-724-7247

Bike Night Friday

Sporty’s Wing Shack 
& Smoke House

4502 N. Huron Rd.
Pinconning, MI 48650

989-879-6050
Home of Michigan’s 

Hottest Wings

The Alibi Bar & Grill
1394 E. Riverside Dr.

Ionia, MI 48846
616-522-1810

Bike Night Saturday

The Final Pour Gazebo Bar
1020 E. Huron

Au Gres, MI 48703
989-876-4653

Full Bar & Menu
Best Outdoor Bar Seating

The Pines Sports Bar
& Bowling Center

5992 M-55
Cadillac, MI 49601

231-775-6111
Bike Night Thursday

The Post Restaurant & Bar
6444 Main St.

Cass City, MI 48726
989-872-4488

Bike Night Wednesday

Trackside Food & Spirits
9714 Saginaw St.
Reese, MI 48757

989-868-3599
Bike Night Tuesday

Tool Shed Pub & Grub
12 W. Munger Rd.
Munger, MI 48747

989-233-3630
Bike Night Thursday

Walldorff Brewpub & Bistro
105 E. State St.

Downtown Hastings, MI
Wood Fired Menu
Hand Crafted Beer

Bikers Always Welcome

Wil-Lew Lounge
3005 E. Midland St.
Bay City, MI 48708

989-684-9109
Bike Night Wednesday

The Whyte Goose
108 State St.

Bay City, MI 48706
989-895-5342

CHURCHES
Church Of The Living Word

Blessing Of The Bikers
1100 N. Ovid Rd.
Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-5950
www.Cotlw.Org

FUNERAL SERVICES
Tombstone Hearse Co

For use at ANY Funeral Home, 
Anywhere, Available 24 Hrs 

Notice
734-783-2646 or

734-771-0273

LOANS & FINANCING
Security Credit Union

Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333

www.SecurityCU.org

LANDMARK / DESTINATIONS
19BANK16

4895 Colwood Rd.
Unionville, MI 48767

Follow Us on Facebook

USS Edson
Saginaw Valley Naval Ship 

Museum
1680 Martin St.

Bay City, MI 48706

LOUNGES
Timothy’s Fine Cigars

115 Center Ave.
Bay City, MI 48708

989-894-6673

LODGING & CAMPING
Byce’s Michihistrigan Bar
Campground And Cabins

W, 17838 US-2
Gould City, MI 49838

906-477-6983
Home of the Rendezvous Rally

Father’s Day Weekend

Morgan’s Place
5438 Millington Road
Millington MI, 48746

217-549-2308
Info@MorgansPlace.Org

Ogemaw County Fairgrounds
2300 Rifle River Trail

West Branch, MI 48661 
Info@Ogemawcountyfair.Com

Bike Bash
Oscoda Area Convention  

& Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable, Greenbush, MI

1-877-8-OSCODA
www.Oscoda.com

INSURANCE
State Farm -Tim Boychuck

967 S. Saginaw Rd
Midland, MI 48640

989-832-2665
www.TimBoychuck.com

Safeguard Insurance Agency
2475 Midland Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48603
989-799-4800
Rider Owned!

LEGAL SERVICES
Gower Law PLC
514 Midland St.

Bay City, MI 48706
989-244-4333

GOWERLAW.COM

Michigan Biker Law
37699 6 Mile Rd. Ste. 250

Livonia, MI 48152
1-800-MI-Biker

www.Michiganbiker.com

VEHICLE PARTS & SERVICES
Henderson Brothers 

Rustproofing
Since 1962
402 E. Lyon

Midland, MI 48640
989-631-0121
It’s Us or Rust!

SERVICES
Oreo’s Welding & Fabrication

2681 Ringle Rd.
Akron, MI 48701
989-529-0815

www.OreoWelding.com

TATTOO
Addictive Ink Tattooing

152 E. Saginaw Rd. 
Sanford, MI 48657

989-687-PAIN

Pick up your FREE copy of THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN  
at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue. 

Pick up your FREE copy of THUNDER ROADS® MICHIGAN  
at these locations or any business with an ad in this issue. 
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Activities

Sponsor a
Veteran to

Camp

WWW.YOURCAMPING.COM

&
Rustic

rv

hookups

5438 MILLINGTON RD   MILLINGTON, MI 48746

FREE Dinner For Veterans, Active
Military, and guest on The Third

Thursday of The Month at 6:30pm.

May to OctoberLIVE
MUSIC!
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